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The Reality of
Time and the

Lives We
Leave Behind
There are moments in life when the news seems to

come in waves - the passing of a familiar face, a
respected community figure, a longtime friend, a
colleague, an entertainer, a neighbour, someone whose
presence had become woven into the rhythm of our
daily lives.

As the days, months and years continue to pass,
many have observed that these announcements appear
to be coming more frequently, bringing with them a
mixture of shock, grief, reflection and quiet
contemplation.

For many, especially in small societies where
connections run deep, the passing of well-known
individuals feels deeply personal. Even when we may
not have known someone intimately, their voice, work,
smile or contribution may have touched our lives in
some way. A familiar face suddenly becomes a
memory, and we are left grappling with the reality that
life, no matter how vibrant or promising, is fragile.

Naturally, such moments often lead to deeper
conversations about the meaning of life, the passing
of time and the uncertainty of tomorrow. For those
guided by faith, these experiences become reminders
that our time on earth is temporary and that there must
be spiritual reflection and examination along life’s
journey. Many quietly whisper prayers for strength,
mercy and guidance from the Almighty, while seeking
comfort in the belief that there is a greater purpose
beyond what we can fully understand.

Yet even amid sorrow, there is another important
lesson that these moments teach us: life must be lived
fully and meaningfully. Too often, many become
consumed by worry, conflict, pride, grudges and the
pressures of daily existence while postponing joy,
kindness and human connection for another day that is
never guaranteed.

The recent losses that have shaken families and
communities serve as reminders to cherish the people

around us while we can. Say the kind
word. Make the phone call. Spend the
time. Forgive where possible.
Celebrate the victories, however small.
Laugh more. Love more. Support one
another more genuinely.

As communities continue to mourn
those who have departed, there must
also be appreciation for the lives they
lived, the memories they created and
the impact they left behind. Their
stories now become part of the

collective memory of a people learning,
once again, that life is both cherished and
fleeting.

To all grieving families, friends,
colleagues and loved ones mourning recent
losses, heartfelt condolences are extended
during this difficult time.

May comfort be found in treasured
memories, shared moments and the
enduring influence of lives that, though no
longer physically present, will not easily be
forgotten.



The Labour Spokesman        FRIDAY, MAY 22ND 2026 3 - LOCAL NEWS -

By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Tuesday 19th May 2026) -“Women are
not decorations, they are the foundation of the labour movements!”

So declared Lisa Jawahir, newly-elected Minister of Agriculture,
Fisheries, Food Security and Sustainable Development in the Saint Lucia
Labour Party administration and Parliamentary Representative for South
East, St. Lucia, while delivering the feature address at the 94th Annual
Conference of the St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party (SKNLP) as she
applauded the contribution of women to the Labour movement.

The conference was held on Sunday 17th May 2026 at the party’s
new headquarters at Manhattan Gardens in the Lime Kiln Commercial
Development in Basseterre for the second consecutive year, under the
theme ‘Labour Strong-United In Purpose, Committed to progress.’

Jawahir reflected on her “four months in as new minister” in
government and highlighted the importance of togetherness within
labour movements.

“I want to tell you something tonight. Labour is better in office than
out of office! And if we truly love this party and we truly love this
movement, we cannot spend more time fighting comrades than fighting
for the people,” she said.

Jawahir told delegates that labour movements were established
through sacrifice and struggle on behalf of ordinary people.

“We cannot forget why Labour movements were started in the first
place; for the people, fighting for the people and not amongst ourselves
because you know very well that the party was not built in comfort.”

“It was built through sacrifice; it was built through struggle by ordinary
people who believed that they deserve dignity and representation.”

Referencing the long history of the SKNLP, Jawahir added, “And 94
years St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party is standing firm and strong through
storms, through hardships, victories and defeats, your party is still
standing strong.”

SKNLP Conference Speaker Applauds
Contribution of Women To Labour Movements

“That is why the movement must be protected because if Labour loses,
it is always the poor and vulnerable who will feel it first.”

Speaking directly to younger parliamentarians, Jawahir encouraged
them to seek guidance from senior members and longstanding
supporters of the movement.

“And as a new minister, I want to share some words with my young
parliamentarians, those here and those listening. It is wise to seek
counsel from the elders.”

“Listen to the people who carried the party when it was not
fashionable. Listen to the women who cooked and marched and
mobilized [and] sacrificed, listen to your branch members who stood
loyal through difficult years, and listen to understand the soul of this
movement.”

Jawahir also singled out the contributions of women within labour
movements across the region.

“Women of Labour ... Never forget them you know, they stood on
the blocks, they’re organizing the community meetings, they are
mobilizing. Women are not decorations, they are the foundation of the
labour movements,” she expressed.

The St. Lucia minister also shared lessons from her recent election
campaign, emphasizing grassroots engagement over social media
campaigning.

“I am learning very quickly; elections are not won in ministries; they
are not won behind desks, they are won among the people.”

“They are not won in ministries, they are not won behind the desk,
they are won in the people, in the presence of the people.”

“Many of you told me that you followed my campaign on social media
but I didn’t win the campaign on social media.”

“I won the campaign by knocking on doors…I won the campaign by

Photo: A look at a section of the audience gathered for the 94th annual national conference of the St.Kitts-Nevis Labour Party (SKNLP) held on Sunday 17th May 2026
(Credit: LABOUR)

(cont’d on page 06)
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Band Manager Shares Plans Kollision Band
Had to Address Bullying and Violence in

Schools During Funeral Tribute
By Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Thursday 21st May 2026) - “Sometime later
this year, we wanted to go to the schools and talk about bullying and violence and
look and behold he die by violence.”

So said Kollision Band Manager Shervin White during the “Sing In Paradise”
funeral service for 39-year-old lead singer Jermaine ‘Chubby’ Clarke held on
Wednesday 20th May 2026 at the Warner Park Cricket Stadium.

He gave the assurance that the band would continue, saying: “I can assure
everyone today, this is not the end of Kollision Band. His legacy would go on. We
will continue his legacy.”

During his tribute, White spoke about Clarke’s involvement with the band, his
interaction with young supporters and the group’s plans for outreach in schools.

“He loved the band. I encouraged Chubby to leave the Breweries and pursue
music. I said Chubby, you have done fifteen years; there’s only so much you can
go, take the payout and do music. That’s why Chubby was so passionate about
Kollision Band,” White said.

“I mean he can be harsh sometimes; we fall out couple times; his mouth is
something else but he ain’t mean nothing.”

White also recounted conversations Clarke had regarding the band’s younger
supporters.

“I mean sometimes I do get frustrated when people say ‘The Children Band’
he say ‘Shervin don’t worry, don’t worry when the parents go wid de other band,
I will take care the children dem for dem.’”

According to him, the band had been visiting schools and intended to continue
outreach efforts later this year.

“He have grown to love his fans that we embarked on a tour to visit all the

Photo: Kollision Band Manager Shervin White gets emotional while paying
tribute during the “Sing In Paradise” funeral service for 39-year-old lead
singer Jermaine ‘Chubby’ Clarke held on Wednesday 20th May 2026 at the
Warner Park Cricket Stadium. (Youtube.com/

schools and play at all the schools,” he stated.

(cont’d on next page
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Band Manager Shares
Plans Kollision Band Had
to Address Bullying and

Violence in Schools
During Funeral Tribute

Reflecting on the band’s achievements, White recalled
discussions with Clarke about stepping away from management
after helping the band secure Sugar Mas road march competition
success in 2024.

“This year, I told him now Chubby ‘I brought you all a road
march; it’s time for me to move on cause it was not my intention
to continue long.’ He said man give me one more year. I went into
2025, I gave it my shot and then we tie for road march.”

“Don’t mind him, we concede to the band that won but Chubby
say that we win de road march; first runner-up, first runner up,”
he added.

White also recounted a surprise birthday celebration Clarke
helped organize for him earlier this year.

“Later this year, it was my birthday on March 31st. Chubby
went behind my back with my mom and planna surprise birthday
party. I never know nothing about it, he talk to me every day and
now I learn, he was an active member in the chat.”

“On that night he gave me the ‘Keys of The City’; he handed
it over to me. I was wondering what the meaning of that was, and
he said Shervin you are my national hero.”

“I start to cry because I saw
him because knowing that we
talk all de time and he ain’t tell
me nothing; they kept it very
silent, and just imagine, just four
days later, I will have plan his
funeral.”

White said organizing the funeral and supporting members of
the band in the weeks following Clarke’s death had been difficult.

“I wasn’t ready for this; it was very challenging. It has been a
tough six weeks for me until the funeral. I hardly slept; I had to
keep the guys together. The pressure was on.”

(cont’d from last page)

Photo: The wrapped casket  featuring images of the late 39-year-old Jermaine 'Chubby' Clarke seen on a
flatbed truck as the funeral procession of mourners go about Cayon Street en route to the Springfield
Cemetery on Wednesday 20th May 2026 (Spokesman Snap)

(cont’d on page 12)
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Save the
Environment

Carry a SHOPPING BAG
When going out shopping.

going on the ground,” she remarked.
Jawahir also issued what she described as “a call to action” to SKNLP

ministers and supporters.
“Comrades if we are serious about protecting this victory, we must

understand that our presence in the communities cannot only begin when
the bell is rung. The work must continue every day.”

“That was a call to action for my parliamentary colleagues but I have
a call to action for you the people of the St.Kitts and Nevis Labour
Party.”

“Protecting the victory is not only Dr. Drew’s responsibility,
protecting the victory is not only the ministers’ responsibility, protecting
the victory is your responsibility, the people of the St.Kitts and Nevis
Labour Party.”

Front Page Photo: Guest Speaker Lisa Jawahir, newly-elected
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries, Food Security and Sustainable
Development in the Saint Lucia Labour Party administration and
Parliamentary Representative for South East, St. Lucia, while
delivering the feature address at the 94th Annual Conference of the St.
Kitts-Nevis Labour Party (SKNLP) held on Sunday 17th May 2026 at

SKNLP Conference Speaker
Applauds Contribution of

Women To Labour
Movements

(cont’d from page 03)

the party’s new headquarters at Manhattan Gardens in the Lime Kiln
Commercial Development in Basseterre(Credit: Youtube.com/
StKittsNevsLabourParty)
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

St. Kitts-Nevis-
Anguilla National
Bank Announces a
New Era of
Banking; CORE
Banking Upgrade

BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS - May 15, 2026 –
The St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla National Bank (SKNANB) is

pleased to announce that it is currently upgrading its Core Banking
Systems, marking a major step forward in delivering a faster, more
secure, and digitally advanced banking experience for customers
across its network.

This upgrade reflects the Bank’s continued commitment to
innovation, operational efficiency, and providing modern financial
solutions tailored to the evolving needs of both retail and corporate
clients.

As part of this upgrade, customers will benefit from a range of
enhancements designed to improve convenience, speed, and
control over their banking activities. Key changes include:

Enhanced Digital Banking Platform: A transition from existing
Mobile and Online Banking services to a new, unified digital
banking platform offering a more seamless and user-friendly
experience.

Improved Business Banking Capabilities: Corporate clients will
benefit from a unified digital banking platform offering enhanced
domestic and international payment processing as well as payroll
and bulk payment processing. Key features also include secure
multi-user access and real-time monitoring of all account activity.

New Account Numbers: Customers will receive new account
numbers for Savings, Chequing, Term Deposits, and Loan facilities
(where applicable). Existing (Legacy) account numbers will be
retained and ensure continuity during the transitional period.

The upgraded system introduces several advantages, including
enhanced efficiency, advanced digital features, expanded reporting
& analytics, and strengthened security controls.

SKNANB assures customers that all essential banking services

will remain stable throughout
the transition.

Customers are encouraged

to stay updated throughout the transition by visiting the official
upgrade microsite: https://upgrade.sknanb.com/

Saint Kitts And Nevis To
Receive Three CARICOM
Nationals Transferred
From The United States

Basseterre, Saint Kitts, May 19, 2026 (SKNIS): The Government of Saint Kitts
and Nevis wishes to inform the general public that three (3) individuals who are
nationals of Member States of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM)—Jamaica
and Belize—are scheduled to arrive in the Federation on May 19, 2026 following
their transfer from the United States of America (USA).

The transfer is being conducted pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) between the Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis and the Government of
the USA concerning the transfer of certain third-country nationals who are citizens
of CARICOM Member States.

In accordance with the arrangements outlined in the
MOU, at no cost to the Government of Saint Kitts and
Nevis, the individuals will be processed through the
established immigration and security procedures of
Saint Kitts and Nevis and will be granted the
immigration status and legal accommodation ordinarily
applicable to CARICOM nationals within the
Federation.

The Government wishes to assure the public that all
relevant national security, immigration, and law
enforcement agencies have been fully engaged in the
process. The USA Government has also provided the
relevant biographical, medical, and criminal background
information available in relation to the individuals prior
to their transfer.

The individuals are not being transferred on account
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OECS and EU Officially Hand
Over Royal Basseterre Valley
National Park Arboretum in
St. Kitts and Nevis
OECS Media Release

Valley National Park Arboretum stands as a practical example of
this vision in action, where environmental stewardship, community
benefit, and national development come together harmoniously."
She added, “The successful establishment of the arboretum,
including its fencing and afforestation, is a testament to sustained
collaboration and technical excellence."

Mr Quentin Peignaux of the European Union also addressed
the gathering and reaffirmed the EU’s commitment to biodiversity
conservation, soil and water protection, and sustainable
development throughout the Caribbean region.

“It is very important for the European Union to participate in
initiatives such as the ILM Programme because water resources
and soil conservation are inseparable and are both essential to
protecting the natural resources that sustain our living
environment,” Mr Peignaux stated.

He also highlighted the European Union's ongoing support for
biodiversity conservation, protected area management, blue carbon
initiatives, and nature-based solutions across the OECS region.

The official handover ceremony concluded with the unveiling
of a commemorative plaque, followed by a symbolic tree-planting
exercise, recognising the national day tree planting activities,
involving government officials, OECS representatives, students,
the Environment Ministry staff, community members, and
development partners, reinforcing the shared commitment to
environmental protection and sustainable landscape management
in Saint Kitts and Nevis.

It is often said that water is
life. In the face of growing
global climate challenges and
increasing threats associated
with climate change,
safeguarding water resources
has become more critical than
ever. The Organisation of
Eastern Caribbean States
(OECS) has been advancing
efforts to protect vital
ecosystems and water
resources through the
Integrated Landscape
Management (ILM) Project, a
five-year initiative funded by
the European Union.

On Wednesday, May 13,
2026, the OECS Commission,
in collaboration with the
European Union (EU) and the
Government of Saint Kitts and
Nevis, officially handed over
the Royal Basseterre Valley
National Park Arboretum during
a ceremony held under the
OECS ILM Project.

Implemented through
European Union grant funding,
the initiative focused on
enhancing sustainable land
management through the
construction of perimeter
fencing and the establishment
and afforestation of an
arboretum within the Royal
Basseterre Valley National
Park. The protected site is
located within a critical aquifer
area that supplies fresh water
to approximately 40 percent of
the population of St. Kitts. The
project also seeks to enhance
the ecological, recreational,

and wellness, and the protection
of the country’s water
resources.

“This arboretum is a
testament to the possibility that
exists through partnership and
our regional systems,” Minister
Clarke stated. “We are able to
benefit from an initiative that
actively takes into consideration
our local realities and caters to
the unique needs of this
protected space, all while
strengthening our
environmental resilience.”

Director of the Department
of Environment, Derionne
Edmeade, described the project
as an important investment in
environmental resilience and
public wellbeing and symbolised
the Federation’s shared
commitment to environmental
stewardship, biodiversity
conservation, climate resilience,
and sustainable development
for present and future
generations.

Speaking on behalf of the
OECS Commission, Mrs
Delamine Andrew-Williams
stated: "The Royal Basseterre

educational, and cultural value
of the area through the strategic
planting of fruit and ornamental
trees.

The ceremony brought
together government officials,
OECS representatives, an EU
representative, students,
community members,
development partners, and
environmental stakeholders to
celebrate the completion of the
project and reaffirm a shared
commitment to environmental
stewardship and sustainable
development.

Delivering remarks at the
ceremony, Senator and
Minister of Sustainable
Development, Environment and
Climate Action and
Constituency Empowerment in
St. Kitts and Nevis, the
Honourable Joyelle Clarke
emphasised the importance of
the initiative to the Federation’s
long-term sustainability goals,
which takes a holistic approach
to include the concepts of health
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Social security reform

Saint Kitts and Nevis
steps up on social
security: Tripartite
national dialogue on
reform gains momentum
A landmark stakeholder conference hosted by the St. Christopher and

Nevis Social Security Board signals a turning point for the
Federation's pension system.

FRIGATE BAY, Saint Kitts and Nevis (ILO News) - Saint Kitts and Nevis is moving decisively
to address the future of its social security system, following a high-level Stakeholder Reform
Conference convened by the St. Christopher and Nevis Social Security Board on 21 April 2026,
under the theme “Refining Today for a Sustainable Tomorrow.”

The conference brought together government, employers, workers and regional and international
experts in what participants described as a critical step towards long-awaited reform. Discussions
were grounded in a shared recognition: the system faces mounting financial and demographic pressures
that can no longer be deferred.

From analysis to action
Over the past two decades, pension expenditure has risen sharply, while the ratio of contributors

to pensioners has declined. At the same time, key parameters, including contribution rates and
benefit rules, have remained largely unchanged. Actuarial projections presented at the conference
pointed to a clear conclusion: without reform, reserves are expected to decline significantly in the
coming years.

“There is a path towards sustainability, but it requires timely, balanced decisions,” said Derek
Osborne Senior Actuary, highlighting the need to align benefits, contributions and demographic realities.

Key reform options discussed include gradual increases in contribution rates, adjustments to the
pensionable age, and changes to benefit formulas -  practical measures aimed at balancing adequacy
with long-term sustainability. The proposals were framed around three pillars: benefit adequacy,
contribution affordability, and financial sustainability - underpinned, by honest and responsible
governance.

Leadership, dialogue and shared responsibility
Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew set the tone with a candid call for action, acknowledging that

reform has been delayed for too long and emphasizing the need for leadership and responsibility. In
his words, “the time has come for leadership, courage, and responsibility. We cannot continue to
defer decisions that impact the future security of our people.”

At the same time, the conference underscored that reform must be inclusive. Workers and
employers were represented by Precious Mills, General Secretary of the St. Kitts-Nevis Trades
and Labour Union, and Trevor Blake, immediate Past President of the Saint Kitts and Nevis Chamber

of Industry and Commerce. They addressed the meeting alongside
technical experts and regional social security leaders, bringing to
bear the concerns and perspectives of their respective
constituencies on the issue at hand.

The International Labour Organization (ILO) participated in
the day-long discussions, avowing its commitment to providing
technical support and advocacy for the reform process. ILO
Caribbean Director Dr. Joni Musabayana emphasized that
sustainable reform depends on both evidence and trust. He
commended the tripartite approach of bringing together all social
partners as one that fundamentally ensures that reforms are both
fair and durable.

“Social security is not just a benefit, it is a right. Sustainable
systems must be built through inclusive, evidence-based dialogue
between government, employers and workers.” Joni Musabayana,
Director ILO Decent Work Team and Office for the Caribbean.

For Saint Kitts and Nevis, Social Security reform, once seen
as politically difficult, is now firmly on the national agenda,
supported by data, dialogue and a growing sense of urgency. The
path forward will require continued engagement, careful
sequencing of reforms and sustained communication with the
public. As Chairperson Janet Harris noted in closing, the
conference laid “a strong foundation for shaping a more resilient
and inclusive Social Security system” for current and future
generations.

Social security, at its core, is one of the most powerful tools a
society has for reducing poverty, sustaining livelihoods, and sharing
prosperity across generations. The ILO Caribbean Office stands
ready to walk this path with Saint Kitts and Nevis, through technical
support, actuarial guidance, and a continued commitment to
facilitating inclusive social dialogue that makes reform not just
sound on paper, but sustainable in practice.



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, MAY 22ND 202610  -  PUBLIC INTEREST
 -

NIA Empowers
Dozens of Women
with Tools for
Wealth and Home
Ownership

NIA CHARLESTOWN, NEVIS (May 18, 2026)- In a bold
step toward empowering women to build wealth and secure their
futures, the Nevis Island Administration’s Department of Gender
Affairs recently hosted its first annual Women’s Asset Building
Seminar under the theme “Own Your Future: Women, Wealth
and Home Ownership.”

The event brought together approximately 50 women for an
evening of practical learning, expert guidance, and meaningful
engagement focused on financial empowerment and long-term
asset building.

Minister of Gender Affairs, the Honourable Senator Jahnel
Nisbett, expressed her satisfaction with both the turnout and the
level of participation, noting that the workshop was well attended,
with participants actively engaging in highly interactive sessions
designed to equip them with real-world knowledge and tools.

“Over-all the event was a tremendous success. What made it
particularly impactful was that it was not simply another talk shop.
The participants received practical, realistic information on topics
such as credit, legal protection in home ownership as well as
retirement planning.

“Often women focus primarily on taking care of children,
spouses, parents, and neglect focusing on their wellbeing, and this
workshop was targeted specifically towards that group so that
they could realize it’s never too late to achieve those personal and
financial goals. And I’m grateful that we were able to provide a
lot of the tools to make that possible.”

The seminar featured a panel of knowledgeable facilitators
who delivered presentations across key areas of financial and
personal development. Mr. Orvis Tyson, Senior Adviser at Sagicor,
presented on insurance protection and investments; Ms. Tesia
Burton, Branch Manager at Republic Bank, addressed savings,
loans, and credit awareness; Mrs. Karen Claxton-Amory, Inspector
at Social Security, spoke on maximizing retirement income; and
attorney Ms. Althea Campbell
provided guidance on legal
protections and safeguarding
assets.

Minister Nisbett highlighted
the dynamic dialogue
throughout the evening, noting
that participants openly shared
their experiences and asked
insightful questions to better
understand the various subject
areas.

“We were very encouraged
by the interest and most of the
participants would have
expressed a desire for follow-
up sessions, while all of the
facilitators made themselves
available by providing contact
information for future personal
follow-ups to tailor the advice
to their specific situations.”

The seminar was chaired by
Mrs. Deslyn Johnson of the
Department of Gender Affairs.
Following the presentations,
participants had the opportunity

to engage directly with
representatives from a legal aid
clinic, the Department of
Physical Planning, the Nevis
Housing and Land
Development Corporation
(NHLDC), Structural
Engineering and Architectural

Consultants, and the Ministry of Finance.
Minister Nisbett extended her gratitude to the facilitators,

participants, and the staff members whose efforts were
instrumental in conceptualizing and executing the successful event.
Photo caption: Scenes from the Nevis Island Administration
Department of Gender Affairs’ first annual Women’s Asset Building
Seminar held May 11, 2026 at the Malcolm Guishard Recreational
Park
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Decent work

ILO renews
engagement with
Saint Kitts and Nevis
on decent work
priorities

A four-day ILO mission to Basseterre sets the stage for renewed cooperation
on the country’s wide-ranging decent work agenda including social security reform,
tripartite dialogue, and skills development.

BASSETERRE, Saint Kitts and Nevis (ILO News) – The International Labour
Organization (ILO) joined national stakeholders in Basseterre from 21 to 24 April
2026, in a series of engagements that reaffirmed the ILO’s technical support for
national priorities for advancing decent work in the country. The twin-island

federation became an ILO Member State in 1996 and has since ratified ten ILO
Conventions, including all eight fundamental Conventions - a foundation on which
both sides agreed there is more to build.

On 21 April, at the invitation of the St. Christopher and Nevis Social Security
Board, Joni Musabayana, Director of the ILO Decent Work Team and Office for
the Caribbean, and Kagisanyo Kelobang, ILO Social Protection Analyst participated
in a national stakeholder conference on social security reform. The ILO officials
contributed to high-level panel discussions on regional and global good practices
and lessons for strengthening social security; and that examined the practical
implications of reform for national stakeholders.

In the following days, the ILO team benefitted from a series of engagements
with key government officials, employers’ and workers’ organisations. Minister of
Labour, Marsha Tamika Henderson, in the meeting with the ILO Director and
team, tabled as immediate priorities action to modernize the Labour Code and
revitalize the National Tripartite Committee (NTC) - the principal forum for
consultation between government, workers, and employers. The Ministry also
expressed interest in the ratification of several ILO Conventions.

The issues of effective tripartite dialogue and legislative reform, also emerged
as common priorities across separate discussions with representatives of the St.
Kitts and Nevis Trades and Labour Union and with the St. Kitts and Nevis Chamber
of Industry and Commerce. Talks with the TVET Council brought a further challenge
into focus: a widening gap between technical and vocational training and the skills
the labour market actually needs. Officials also raised the need for stronger policy
frameworks to manage labour migration - a shared concern across the Caribbean
region.

The mission reaffirmed the ILO’s role as a partner and opened fresh spaces
for ILO’s technical support and advisory to Saint Kitts and Nevis across social
protection, labour market governance, and workforce development. It also marked
an important step in renewing cooperation with the full range of national constituents-
government, employers’ and workers’ organizations, around a shared agenda for
decent work.

THE ST. KITTS-NEVIS
TRADES & LABOUR UNION

TEL 465 2229
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He also recalled receiving the call informing him that Clarke had been shot.
“I just left the night he was killed on the bypass road, they called me and told me

Chubby was shot. I couldn’t believe it.”
“When I went to the hospital and saw him there, I said lord why. He had so

many plans; he started writing his songs already for this year.”
White described Clarke as a talented songwriter and recording artist.
“And a next thing when we went to studio, this guy was so talented, he would

go in with a half a song and come out wid a whole song.”
Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Geoffrey Hanley read a tribute on behalf of Prime

Minister Terrance Drew, who sent regrets that he could not attend the service.
“The vibrant and charismatic Jermaine ‘Chubby’ Clarke left a mark on so many

people across St.Kitts and Nevis, the region and the world,” the tribute stated.
“Chubby was gifted. There is no other way to put it. He possessed a talent that

could command a stage, move a crowd and bring people together through the
universal language of music.”

The tribute also referenced Clarke’s role in the development of Kollision Band.
“He showed remarkable tenacity in helping to grow Kollision Band from a

young and emerging group into a household name that captured the hearts of many.”
“He remained committed to the craft, committed to the vision and committed to

pushing forward.”
Minister of Creative Economy with responsibility for National Carnival (Sugar

Mas), Samal Duggins, also delivered remarks during the service.
“In giving tribute to someone I considered an icon gone too soon but today as

Band Manager Shares Plans
Kollision Band Had to Address

Bullying and Violence in Schools
During Funeral Tribute

we mourn the loss of Jermaine ‘Chubby’ Clarke, we are here also to celebrate a
life that shook the culture of St.Kitts and Nevis, shook the culture of our very
nation,” Duggins said.

“Chubby was not just a band leader; Chubby was a visionary, he was a creative
force, a young man who believed deeply in his dream, even when others could not
understand or see that vision that he had.”

“He believed in Kollison Band, he believed in the culture-our culture-the culture
of ‘Wilders’, and he believed in the power of young people expressing themselves
in a way they see fit.”

Duggins said the band persisted despite criticism and setbacks.
“Even when doors were closed infront of them, Chubby and the band pushed

even harder. When people doubted them for years, the band came back year after
year after year.”

“They remained focused and through pure determination, passion and a relentless
belief, he transformed Kollison Band into one of the most powerful cultural
movement this Federation has seen to date.”

The minister also referenced the band’s 2024 Road March victory and the
support it received from young followers.

“We witnessed that greatness live and in living colour when Kollison Band
captured the 2024 Road March title.”

“We witnessed it in the energy we see from the Teflon Dons, the crowds of
young people that followed religiously behind Kollison Band, and we witnessed it
every time the band touched the stage and made an entire generation feel seen,
and made them feel proud, and made them feel connected.”

“What Chubby built was just bigger than music. Chubby built an identity. He
built a sense of belonging and he built a source of inspiration for our young people.”

Police say Clarke was gunned down while seated in his vehicle in Keys Village
on Sunday-5th April 2026 (Easter Sunday). Credible reports indicate it happened
during the wee morning hours shortly after performing at an event.

Front Page Image: The Kollision Band flanked by fans and mourners
moves along Cayon Street as part of the procession en route to the
Springfield cemetery following the “Sing In Paradise” funeral service
for 39-year-old lead singer Jermaine ‘Chubby’ Clarke held on
Wednesday 20th May 2026 at the Warner Park Cricket Stadium.
(Spokesman Snap)

(cont’d from page 05)

The Royal St. Christopher and Nevis
Police Force (RSCNPF), in
collaboration with the St. Kitts-Nevis
Defence Force (SKNDF), has
successfully apprehended two fugitives
wanted in Jamaica in connection with
serious violent offences.

Kemar Matthews and Chevone
Brown were apprehended in St. Kitts
during two separate joint operations
conducted by officers of both agencies
on May 18th and 20th, 2026. Both
individuals are wanted by Jamaican
authorities on charges of murder and
wounding with intent. By 1 PM on
Wednesday, May 21st, 2026, both men
had been repatriated to Jamaica.

The RSCNPF reaffirms its
unwavering commitment to public safety
and to its role as a responsible partner
in regional security. The Federation of
St. Kitts and Nevis is not, and will not
be, a haven for individuals seeking to
evade justice for serious criminal
offences committed elsewhere. Through
sustained intelligence-sharing and inter-
agency collaboration, the Force will
continue to take all necessary action to
uphold the security of the Federation
and support the broader regional security

RSCNPF & SKNDF Apprehend
Jamaican Fugitives In Joint Operations

architecture.
The Force commends the officers of

both the RSCNPF and the SKNDF for
their professionalism and swift execution
of these operations.
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MFCR Old Road United Jets Crowned 2025/2026
National Bank Group/SKNFA Premier League

ChampionsBasseterre, St. Kitts — MFCR
Old Road United Jets have etched
their names into the history books
after capturing the 2025/2026
National Bank Group/SKNFA
Premier League title and
completing the season unbeaten,
becoming the first club in the
Premier League era to achieve the
feat in St. Kitts and Nevis football.

Old Road sealed the
championship on Sunday, May 17,
at the National Bank Group
Technical Center with a
commanding 4-2 victory over
Development Bank St. Peters FC.

The club’s talisman and league
MVP delivered another standout
performance in the season’s
biggest match, scoring a hat-trick
in the 24th, 41st, and 61st
minutes. The forward also finished
the season as the league’s top goal
scorer and Final Four Playoffs
MVP. Jardel Isaac added Old
Road’s go-ahead goal in the 29th
minute after Aiden Nurse
equalized for St. Peters three

minutes following Old Road’s opener. Lyjani Isaac scored a consolation
goal for St. Peters deep into stoppage time.

Following the final whistle, players, fans, club officials, and supporters
celebrated jubilantly as the team lifted the championship trophy, marking
the culmination of a historic campaign.

Reflecting on the season, Tiquanny Williams described the
achievement as a special moment for the entire club.

“To be honest, I wouldn't say I expected the season to be like this.
But the golden boot (award), I knew that was mine. But as I said, it was
a great season, undefeated, history. So, of course, I wouldn't say I
expected it. I just want to party with my teammates. Big moment for
everybody,” he said.

Head Coach Alexis Morris also reflected on the club’s remarkable
transformation from battling relegation in previous years to becoming
unbeaten champions.

“I remember coaching against this team...it’s always on the back end
of things, 6-7-8-nil. And

when I finished (coaching Conaree) and I decided to take a break
from football, some young men from Old Road contacted me and said,
coach man, you can't end like this. You have more to offer. Can you give
us some time?” he reminisced. “I had to think long and hard about it.
And then, of course, I answered the clarion call and ended up with OR.
And like I did with Conaree, I just needed at least four years with these
guys.”

Morris, who guided Conaree to their only league title 13 years ago,

compared that success to the work
accomplished at Old Road, leading
the club to its first Premier League
championship.

“As long as this team stays
together, there will be more
victories and more history to be
made,” he added. “We’re going to
get bigger.”

The championship triumph caps
off a remarkable season for Old
Road, who not only secured their
first Premier League crown but
also lifted their second FA Cup
title, completing an extraordinary
domestic campaign.

The conclusion of the 2025/
2026 Premier League season also
marks the end of the domestic
football calendar in St. Kitts and
Nevis for this season as clubs now
begin preparations for the
upcoming season.

MFFile photo   -  CR Old Road
United Jets—2025/2026 National
Bank Group/SKNFA Premier
League Champions.
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SKNOC Strengthens
Athletes’ Welfare Through
Safeguarding Education
and Leadership

Basseterre, St. Kitts. May 20, 2026. The St. Kitts and Nevis Olympic
Committee (SKNOC) has strengthened its commitment to athlete welfare and
safe sporting environments with the successful completion of an intensive
international Safeguarding in Sport certification programme by four local sport
administrators.

Brenda Allen, Diane Browne, Sharon
St. Luce and Damian Bacchus recently
completed the eight-month course
commissioned by the International
Olympic Committee (IOC), officially
earning certification as Safeguarding
Officers.

Safeguarding in sport focuses on
creating safe, inclusive and respectful
sporting environments by protecting
athletes and participants from abuse,
harassment, discrimination, neglect and
other forms of harm. Safeguarding
Officers play a critical role in promoting
athlete welfare, implementing protective
policies, responding to concerns and
helping sporting organisations maintain
international best practices.

The four participants recently
received confirmation (May 15) of their
successful completion after months of
assignments, assessments and
continuous evaluations throughout the
programme.

Each newly certified Safeguarding
Officer expressed delight at completing
the rigorous process and highlighted the
value of the experience.

Brenda Allen described the
programme as both enlightening and
empowering.

“Safeguarding is not just about
policies and procedures; it is about
protecting people and ensuring that
athletes can thrive in healthy
environments. This course opened my
eyes to the many ways we can better
support and protect athletes, especially
young athletes,” Allen said.

Diane Browne  noted that the
course reinforced the importance of
accountability and education in sport.

“The certification process challenged
us to think critically about athlete
welfare and organisational responsibility.
I am grateful for the opportunity to
contribute to building safer sporting
spaces in St. Kitts and Nevis,” Browne
stated.

For Sharon St. Luce, the

(cont’d on next page
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programme highlighted the
importance of proactive
measures in safeguarding sport.

“One of the biggest
takeaways for me was
understanding the importance
of prevention, education and
trust. Athletes should always
feel safe, heard and respected
within sporting environments,”
she explained.

SKNOC Strengthens Athletes’
Welfare Through Safeguarding
Education and Leadership
(cont’d from last page)

Damian Bacchus said the
experience has equipped him
with practical tools to help
advance safeguarding
initiatives locally.

“This course has prepared
us to identify concerns, respond
appropriately and advocate for
best practices across sporting
organisations. Safeguarding
must become a standard part
of sporting culture,” Bacchus
remarked.

Vice President of the
SKNOC and Chair of the
Women in Sports Commission,
Jennifer Nero, praised the
achievement of the four newly
certified Safeguarding Officers
and emphasized the importance
of safeguarding as St. Kitts and
Nevis continues to advance its
sporting sector.

“I am extremely proud of
Brenda, Diane, Sharon and
Damian for committing
themselves to this important
process. Safeguarding in sport
is essential if we truly want to
align ourselves with
international best practices and
continue moving sport
development forward in St.
Kitts and Nevis. Athletes must
know that their wellbeing
matters and that systems are in
place to protect them,” Nero
said.

SKNOC President Freddy
Knight also expressed

satisfaction with the latest development, noting that safeguarding
remains a critical component of the Committee’s long-term vision
for sport.

“This achievement aligns perfectly with the SKNOC’s
development agenda and our commitment to holistic athlete

support. We are continuing to invest in systems and personnel
that strengthen sport governance, athlete welfare and overall
sporting excellence. I congratulate all four individuals on
successfully completing this important certification,” Knight stated.

The SKNOC continues to place emphasis on athlete-centered
development and safeguarding initiatives as part of its broader
mission to elevate sport standards throughout St. Kitts and Nevis.
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