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Fear Should Not
Spread Faster

Than Facts
At present, a new type of virus has once again

triggered anxiety and fear among many people, with
some wondering whether the world could be heading
back toward another era of lockdowns similar to the
days of COVID-19. Reports surrounding Hantavirus,
reportedly emerging from aboard the MV Hondius
cruise ship and linked to disease spread from rodents,
have understandably caused concern regionally and
internationally.

For many, the mere mention of another virus is
enough to reopen emotional wounds left behind by
the COVID pandemic-a period marked by uncertainty,
restrictions, sickness, economic hardship and loss.
The psychological impact of that period still lingers.
Therefore, it is not surprising that discussions
surrounding Hantavirus have quickly gained traction
on social media and in public conversation.

What exactly is Hantavirus? According to the local
Chief Medical Officer Dr. Hazel Laws, it is a zoonotic
virus. In simple terms, a zoonotic virus is one that
normally infects animals but has the potential to
spread to humans from the animal's urine, droppings
and saliva. In this case, Hantavirus is commonly
associated with wild rodents such as rats and mice.
That alone should remind us of an important lesson
that COVID reinforced globally- public health and
personal hygiene matter.

If there is one positive lesson humanity learned
from the COVID era, it is the importance of
cleanliness and sanitation in protecting our well-
being. Washing hands regularly, properly storing food,
maintaining clean surroundings and reducing rodent
infestation are not habits that should only surface
during times of fear. They should become part of our
everyday culture. Of course, germaphobes would
likely say they have been preaching this message all
along.

At the same time, while caution is necessary, fear
mongering is not. Shame on those locally who used
the initial information involving a citizen who was
reportedly aboard the vessel to spread panic, alarm
and speculation concerning St. Kitts and Nevis. In
moments like these, irresponsible commentary can
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spread faster than facts and create
unnecessary distress among the public.

Thankfully, local health authorities
have indicated that the virus is not
prevalent within the Federation. On
Thursday 7th May, the authorities
disseminated a media release providing
information to the general public and
assured citizens that updates would
continue as additional information
becomes available. That is an important
step in maintaining public awareness and
transparency.

There was also a debate on social
media regarding the speediness of the
official response. While it is perhaps
normal for people to become anxious

while awaiting official confirmation and
details, we must guard against becoming
a society driven solely by speculation and
online hysteria. Public health issues
require facts, calmness and responsible
communication.

The reality is that viruses and health
threats will continue to emerge in
different forms across the world. What
matters most is how societies respond.
Panic solves nothing. Education,
vigilance and responsible behaviour do.

Let us remain alert but not consumed
by fear. Let us choose facts over frenzy,
awareness over alarmism and cleanliness
over complacency.
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SKNLP Official Highlights Strength
Ahead of 94th Annual Conference

By Spokesman Newsroom
BASSETERRE, St. Kitts

(Thursday 14th May 2026)-National
Secretary and Chief Executive Officer
of the St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party
(SKNLP), Meshach Alford, says the
party remains “very very strong”
because of its democratic structures,
governance systems, legacy, and ability
to remain united even during challenging
periods.

Alford made the remarks while
appearing on the Freedom FM Issues
programme on Wednesday 13th May
2026 with host Jamiella McPhail to
discuss the party’s 94th Annual
Conference scheduled for Sunday 17th
May at the party’s new headquarters
at Manhattan Gardens in Lime Kiln,
Basseterre.

“Well, the conference for this year
2026 is one of great anticipation. We
have been in the planning process for
some time,” Alford said while
highlighting the conference theme,
‘Labour Is Strong -United in Purpose
and Committed to Progress.’

The SKNLP official said hosting the
conference at the party’s newly-
established headquarters carries deep
significance for members and
supporters.

“... again it’s another time when we
can really bring in our people to sit at
our home, and it’s very important to us
to make it known that that is our home,”
he stated.

“It has been something that we have
had as part of our major agenda item
for the party for many years even before
I became a member of the party in
2008, and so to see it come into
fruition it’s our pride and joy and that
is why we’ve moved our conferences
from out of the mainstream and in to
our own space and people can come
and feel comfortable…and don’t have
to be rushed out of the space when
they’re finished.”

Speaking on the significance of the
conference theme, Alford reflected on
his own political journey and growing
understanding of the party’s internal
operations and democratic culture.

“When I came into the party in
2008, there was not a lot that I knew.
Of course I grew up in a traditional
Labour land in St. Paul’s; we just knew
Labour and geographically we are
Labour,” he said.

He noted that over time, engagement
with party elders and studying the

break at the seams but we were still able
to manage it and kept it together,” he
said.

“But people were able at the same
time to really see democracy at work in
the party and that anybody no matter
where you come from; you could be the
son of a canecutter can become a leader

history of the movement deepened his appreciation for the organization.
“As you begin to read about history and engage with the elders over time, and

you become of age yourself, you still didn’t reach a point in life where you understood
the structures, the policy frameworks and the internal processes of the organization,
and so when you get in and you recognize how many structures we do have, the
governance processes and what the democracy is like- well and alive, we can say
that the Labour Party is very very strong.”

Alford pointed to the party’s resilience during difficult moments as evidence of
its institutional strength.

“We have been through some tumultuous times…years ago just the other day
when we had even the internal race and people think we would have fractured and (cont’d on nxt page)
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of the Labour Party through its systems and processes.”
According to Alford, the strength of the Labour Party is rooted in its organizational

foundation and legacy.
“So Labour is strong for those reasons…its structure, governance systems, its

constitution, its people and the legacy that is behind us as well in terms of
achievement but also too in terms of our process of renewal which comes through
our electoral systems of the party so we stand united.”

He acknowledged that differing opinions exist within the movement, but stressed
that unity prevails once decisions are made.

“We do have our differences in terms of how we tackle issues and policies and
what we have to push forward but when it comes to a decision made, we all stand
behind each other because it is for the good that we can do at all times.”

Alford also spoke about the continued involvement of senior party members
and veterans who attended the two recently held 'Lunch With Your Leaders' events.

“My heart was very much warmed when I saw so many of our senior elders
that I have not seen for a very long time; came out in large numbers…especially in
the first one,” he said.

“We know that the party still remains strong because we have people like that
to continue to provide the guidance and also to pass on what they can to the young
people as well. So we are strong.”

The public session of the conference is scheduled to begin at 3 p.m. and will

SKNLP Official
Highlights Strength

Ahead of 94th Annual
Conference

feature a sitting government minister (Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries et tal.)
Hon. Lisa Jawahir of the St. Lucia Labour Party as guest speaker.

Explaining the selection of Jawahir, Alford said the decision was based on
substance and shared experiences rooted in the labour movement.

“It was not just for the sake of having a woman…I didn’t want to make this like
a rubber stamp, checkbox kind of exercise,” he explained.

“But when you dig a little deeper and find some essence, you recognize that
Lisa herself, her history, her story, of being somebody who came from out of the
working class [her] parents and her struggles and so on in terms of accessing
universal education, access to secondary education and where she is today, I think
her story lends a lot to our young people as well.”

He added that her personal and political journey reflects the ideals of the labour
movement.

“But also a story that is steeped into the legacy fight of our movement at the
same time, I think she brings all of that to our conference.”

Front Page Image: National Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of
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