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Editorial

Glve to Gain:
Protecting Our
Girls,
Preserving
Their Future

As the world prepares to observe International
Women's Day on March 8, the 2026 theme - “Give to
Gain”- calls on societies to embrace generosity,
collaboration and shared responsibility in advancing the
rights and well-being of women and girls.

Traditionally, this occasion highlights the
achievements of women in leadership, business,
science, public service and community life. These
accomplishments deserve recognition and celebration.
Yet, alongside the progress that has been made, there
are sobering realities that cannot be ignored.

Recent police reports detailing the separate nine-year
imprisonment sentencing of two men; both charged with
unlawful carnal knowledge with one of them at six (6)
counts along with one (1) count of procuring drugs to
perform a miscarriage have once again brought into
sharp focus the vulnerabilities faced by young girls
within our society. These cases serve asastark reminder
that while we celebrate the achievements of women,
we must also confront the threats that undermine the
safety and dignity of girls long before they reach
adulthood.

If the theme “Give to Gain” is to have true meaning,
then society must give something far more
fundamental: protection, vigilance, and a collective
commitment to safeguarding our young girls.

The safety of children has never been the
responsibility of parents alone.

Caribbean societies have long embraced the concept
that “it takesavillageto raise achild.” That philosophy
must extend beyond nurturing and education; it must
include protection. Communities must become vigilant
guardians against those who prey on vulnerability.

Too often, warning signs exist long before tragedies
unfold. Too often, people suspect wrongdoing yet
hesitate to intervene. In a small society where many
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know each other, silence can become
complicity. When we fail to speak up,
wefail the very children who depend on
the adults around them to shield them
from harm.

The painful memories of lives lost
remind us why vigilance matters.

In June 2025, the Federation
mourned the tragic death of 15-year-old
Janelika Romney, who was kidnapped
and stabbed to death, with an elderly man
charged in connection with the crime.
Her lossremainsawound in the national
conscience -a reminder of how quickly
innocence can be shattered.

The 2017 May/June missing person
turned homicide case of 17-year-old
Leanna Napoleon was also a dark
troubling matter for our country asthree
males included her older brother with
charged with the crime.

Of note, the start of this month of
March marked eight years (1st March
2018) since, the nation was shaken by
the horrific double murder of the Finch
sisters -19-year-old Naomi and 20-
year-old Jimmyliah of Keys Village.
Their deaths remain etched in public
memory as a symbol of how violence
can abruptly extinguish young livesfilled
with promise.

And beyond the headlines are
countless other girls and women whose
stories are not always told publicly -
victims of sexual abuse, exploitation
and assault who must livewith thetrauma

long after the news cycle has moved on.

These realities demand that we reflect
deeply on what it truly meansto celebrate
women.

To“givetogain” must mean morethan
symbolic gestures or annual tributes. It
must mean giving attention to the safety
of girls in our homes, our communities,
our schools and our workplaces. It must
mean giving courage to speak when
something seems wrong. It must mean
giving support to victims who need
compassion rather than silence.

When we protect our girls, we give
them the opportunity to gain the full
experience of life-to grow in safety, to
enjoy the innocence of childhood, and to
pursue their dreams without fear.

Every girl deserves the chance to
become the woman she is capable of
being. Every girl deservesafuture defined
by opportunity rather than trauma.

On this International Women's Day, let
the Federation recommit itself to the
safety and dignity of women and girls. Let
us strengthen the village mentality that
once defined our communities- the
understanding that every child matters,
whether she is our daughter, our
neighbour, our student, or simply ayoung
life within our care.

Because when society gives
protection, vigilance and compassion, we
all gain a safer, stronger future.

stronger future.
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Parents Applaud ‘ Future World Influencers

By: PreciousMills

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts
(Thursday 5th March 2026)-Parents,
guardians and other well-wishers
recently gathered at Cradles Learning
Centre located in Fortlands, Basseterre
to witness the official unveiling of a
“Future World Influencers!” wall, a
colourful display featuring dozens of
individual face photographs of students
enrolled at that early childhood school.

The launch event took place
following the school’smorning devotion
ceremony on Monday 2nd March 2026,
designed to highlight the potential of the
young learners collectively from the
nurseries and classrooms.

Among the parents in attendance
was K ereciaSimmonds, whoin speaking
with reporters, described the project as
both surprising and encouraging.

“l was actually shocked and I'm like
“Wow’, thisissomething new. I've never
seen this kind of thing
happening...actualy. It isinteresting. |
appreciate the fact that the students are
being showcased. Everyone getsto see
what is happening,” she said.

Simmonds added that being invited
to participate in the moment made the
experience even more meaningful for
parents.

“Moreimportantly, | likethefact that
we were invited as parents, so we are
part of what is happening at the school
so | enjoyed that the most,” she
commented.

When asked about the importance
of the parent-child relationshipwithin the
school environment, Simmonds stressed
that parents play a critical rolein their
children’seducational devel opment.

“Itisvery important because, aswe
know, there are several stakeholders
when it comesto education; not only the
children and teachers but the community
and most importantly the parents, and
as parents we need to be involved in
what's happening with our children’s
everyday life,” she noted.

School co-owner Cyril Ible
Frederick, who operates the private
learning centre alongside his wife
Beverly ‘Teacher Bev' Ible Frederick,
explained that the unveiling was
designed to further involve parentsinthe
school’ sactivitieswhile highlighting the
aspirations attached to each child.

“WEell, as you can see, we had this
before...but thisyear we decided to get
the parents more involved and let them
seethat their kids, from asimplepicture
that they are the future influencers as
they call them now, ‘Power Brokers';
whatever you want to say and so we
decidedtojust havealittledifferent but
extra [showcasing] so to speak...
morning devotion and then comein and
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Section of parents seen smiling and scanning the displayed photographs following the
unveiling of the ‘ Future World Influencers!’” wall at Cradles Learning Centre on
Monday 2nd March 2026 (Spokesman Snap)
unveil the wall so that parents could see how the children looks on the wall,”
Frederick explained.

He said the response from parents who attended the ceremony appeared positive,
noting “Well, from the parentsthat were here, | think they were excited,” he added.

Ible Frederick also outlined the school’s interpretation of the term “Future
Influencer.”

“Well, you know, aninfluencer is someone that's going to shape how thingsare
in the future. They are going to be leading; some are going to be shaping it, some
are going to be leading the shape as it occurs. You know, so in other words, some

Centre

will be inventors that's going to be
shaping the future, some are going to
bethe doctorswho are going to be using
some of those inventions, some of the
lawyers, some of the firefighters, those
are the personsthat are going to dictate
whether the world continues to be as it
is, change for the better...those are the
influencers for the future,” he said.

Another parent, Pooja Thakur (who
originally hails from India), who has a
three-year-old enrolled at the school,
described the programme as a positive
influence on young children.

“I think it'sabrilliant concept, brilliant.
| am so happy that | am herein St. Kitts
and | have a wonderful school for my
child,” shesaid.

Thakur said she has already seen
how the school’s activities have
influenced her son’sinterests.

“As Mr. Ible was telling, like you
know the influencers when you were
asking what influence they are putting
on the kids. There are firefighters, the
fire truck is coming in [to visit the
school], the police officers are coming
in, peoplefrom different professionsare
coming in to influence the kids. So my
son, he aspires to become a firefighter
because he is too much obsessed with
thefiretruck. And heisjust threeyears
oldwho aspires. | don't remember | used
to aspire being so young to become
something so yesthey are doing avery
goodjob,” shehighlighted.

She also shared an example of how
lessonslearned at school have begunto
shape her child’'s behaviour at home.

“One thing that | have noticed |
would like to talk about since the last
two to three weeksisif something like
the milk spills out or the water or the
juicedrops; evenadropif it fallssowhat
he does he knows the cleaning cloth.
He goeswithout disturbing me, he picks
itup, hecleansitand says‘ Mama, mama
I wipedit.” Soheishelpingme,” Thakur
said.

She added that the experience
reinforced the importance of early
childhood devel opment.

“This age is very important. It is
foundation. If they are shaping the kids
from now, | guess they are going to be
great persons,” she said.

Parents also noted that the school
makes deliberate efforts to keep them
involved in daily activities through
projects, events and updates shared
through digital platforms.

Ible Frederick said parental
involvement remains a key part of the
school’sview point.

“It's very important. You know, at
Cradle’s Learning Centre we try to
involveour parentsinasmany activities,

(cont’d on next page)



