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DIGNITY IN HOSPITALITY
Every role is essential. Respect values all workers.

Security protects our jobs. Pride honours our service.
Dignity is the foundation of a fair workplace.

We serve with pride, we deserve dignity.
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The Essence of
Regional

Integration:
Beyond the

Postcard
Promise

The Caribbean has long been marketed to the world
as a paradise neatly packaged in “sun, sea and sand.”

Turquoise waters, golden beaches and rhythmic
festivals form the postcard image of our region. Yet
far beyond that aesthetic appeal lies something far
more significant: a shared geographical space and a
deeply intertwined history that should naturally foster
a unified regional front.

But does it?
Regional integration has been a recurring aspiration

for decades. Institutions have been formed, treaties
signed and declarations made. CARICOM stands as the
formal expression of our desire to act collectively.
Yet, year after year, debates persist about how united
we truly are- and whether our mindset as Caribbean
people aligns with the lofty goals set by our leaders.

Take the issue of free movement within the region.
Few topics spark as much divided opinion. On one side,
there are those who see opportunity: expanded labour
markets, cultural exchange, skills mobility, and
strengthened economic resilience. On the other, there
are fears- job displacement, strain on social services,
wage competition and the unsettling question of
national identity.

Both perspectives deserve examination. But what
they also reveal is something deeper: as a people, many
of us are still grappling with what regional integration
actually requires of us.  It is easy to unite around
culture. We beam with pride when our athletes
dominate international tracks and fields.

We celebrate each other’s music, from soca to
reggae to dancehall. We travel across islands for
Carnival, food festivals and fashion events without
hesitation. In those moments, regional identity feels
natural and effortless.Yet integration is not sustained

by entertainment alone.
True regionalism demands difficult

conversations about socio-economic
policy, labour rights, border control,
education equivalencies, healthcare
access and economic disparities
between territories. It requires an
honest look at how policies in one
country may impact another. It
demands that we confront
uncomfortable truths about inequality,
protectionism and fear.

Too often, when controversial
statements are made about CARICOM
or regional arrangements, the
immediate response is emotional-
either quick agreement or sharp
condemnation. Accusations fly that
certain comments break away from
the essence of CARICOM. But
perhaps what we lack is not loyalty to
the idea, but the maturity to
interrogate it fully.

Are we prepared to assess the
shortcomings of regional
mechanisms without interpreting
critique as betrayal? Can we
acknowledge that integration is a work
in progress-one requiring reform,
refinement and accountability?

Another essential dimension lies
with our elected leaders. Are they true
regional integrationists? Or does
national self-interest consistently

trump the collective front when difficult
decisions arise? It is understandable that
leaders prioritize their constituents. That is
their mandate. Yet regionalism requires a
delicate balance between sovereignty and
solidarity. Without political will at the highest
levels, integration becomes rhetoric rather
than reality.

At the same time, integration cannot rest
solely on heads of government. It must live
in the consciousness of the Caribbean people.
It must be reflected in how we view one
another- not as competitors for limited
resources, but as partners in shared
advancement.

The essence of regional integration is not
about dissolving borders or erasing national
pride. It is about recognizing that our futures
are interconnected. Climate change does not
respect island lines. Economic shocks ripple
across territories. Migration patterns are
shaped by shared vulnerabilities.

If we are to truly examine how together
we are, we must move beyond symbolic unity
and confront substantive policy questions
with courage and clarity. We must be willing
to refine the CARICOM force so that it
functions not merely as a diplomatic
framework, but as a practical engine for
regional advancement.

The Caribbean is more than a destination.
It is a collective destiny. And integration-
imperfect, debated and evolving-remains one
of our most powerful tools for shaping it.



The Labour Spokesman        FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH 2026 3 - LOCAL NEWS -

Brantley Accuses Federal
Review Process Of
Slowing Up Proposed
Destiny Project
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 26th February 2026) - “Cooperation
is critical. Collaboration is critical but the same way Nevis cannot stand in the way
of St. Kitts's development, St. Kitts equally should not be able to stand in the way
of Nevis's development.”

So said Premier Mark Brantley on the topic of the proposed Destiny development
in Nevis, as he addressed the matter during his monthly press conference held on
Tuesday 24th February 2026, expressing “All we’re waiting for is for a green
light.”

Responding to a reporter’s question about a recent federal press release
announcing the establishment of an Ad Hoc Committee and Independent Oversight
Body, Brantley was asked whether the move would further delay the project and
whether consultations in Nevis had revealed concerns that might require legislative
changes.

The reporter noted that under the Act, the Independent Oversight Body’s mandate
is to examine the application and provide written opinions to the federal Cabinet on
matters including compliance with statutory prerequisites, the developer’s financial,
organizational and technical capacity, economic projections, governance implications,
and environmental and fiscal risk exposure.

Brantley made it clear that the legislation does not require such a committee.
“So, the short answer is if you look at the legislative requirement in that act -

and I was there during the parliamentary debate, I supported that bit of legislation-
it does not mandate anything.

It says ‘may.’ That’s the first thing. So it means that the federal government

has chosen to put this committee in place.”
He explained further: “The legislation says that you can put a committee in

place to look at the proposal or to look at its implementation. So we in Nevis have
said we will put a committee in place to look at the implementation since it’s a
Nevis project.”

According to Brantley, the issue is one of choice - and those choices come with
consequences.

“So a lot of the issues here are really, in my opinion, choices that are being
made and those choices, you are absolutely correct, will lead to delays because if
you’re going to appoint a committee, and the intention of that committee is to
advise you on all these manner of things, the committee needs time.”

He added: “Whilst you are appointing committees and committees and waiting
on committees to advise, what’s happening is the clock is running on financial and
commercial commitments that have been made.”

Using a scenario, Brantley painted an image of risks that could be created.
“So, Destiny, for example, would have said, well, listen, we are buying this 100

acres of land for the sake of argument, and the deadline for closing- we’ve already
paid deposits and all that - the deadline for closing is, let’s say it’s March 15th, just
drawing a reference. If that is a deadline, then any delays that pushes you past that
now creates commercial problems.”

“If you can’t meet those deadlines, it either means that those contracts go
away, or you have to renegotiate those contracts, and so it injects commercial
uncertainty.”

Expressing confusion at the federal intervention, Brantley emphasized that
Destiny is a Nevis project.

“And why I’m saying that I am a little confused by this is, obviously, this is a
Nevis project. Nevis has a government.”

He stressed that the Nevis Island Administration (NIA) had engaged extensively
with stakeholders.

“And the Nevis government has engaged and has engaged extensively… we
have met with the chamber, the bankers’ association, the churches, the youth, the
teachers, the truckers, the hoteliers, the police high command, the parliamentary
opposition. We have met with the Honourable Attorney General as a Cabinet. We
had a general town hall meeting.”

In response to whether legitimate concerns had emerged during consultations,
Brantley said plainly: “Absolutely. Each time we met, we took back concerns that
were raised, and we had those addressed in terms of our negotiations.”

He underscored that the people of Nevis elected a government to manage their
affairs.

“Well, the people of Nevis have elected a government to take care of their
needs.”

He described the investment as transformative.
“The government of Nevis has been able to attract a significant investment to

Nevis that even the naysayers have to admit that it will advance this island in a
significant way- perhaps a way that we have not seen since the coming of the Four
Seasons in terms of a private investment.”

Brantley also pointed to declining Citizenship by Investment revenues.
“I have just seen some numbers there from revenue for the CBI, and the

numbers are now - I mean, to say paltry might not even be the appropriate word.
With the impending demise of citizenship by investment, we need alternatives. We
need alternatives.”

He then framed the matter as a constitutional imbalance within the Twin Island

(cont’d on next page)

Premier Mark Brantley (credit: niagov.kn)
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Federation.
“If this project were on St. Kitts, the people of Nevis would

have no say. The NIA, the Premier, the Cabinet would have no
say in whether that project moves forward. So ask yourself that
question.”

“You have no say in what happens in St. Kitts. Zero. But St.
Kitts can determine how far Nevis goes.”

Referencing the Christophe Harbour development, he asked:
“Do you remember there’s a project called Christophe? Who asked
the people of Nevis whether they wanted Christophe Harbour?
Christophe Harbour closer to Nevis than it is to Basseterre but
nobody asked us.”

Brantley insisted that development decisions in Nevis should
ultimately be settled by Nevisians.

“The people of Nevis have chosen a government whether it’s
NRP, CCM or who, and that government is who the people of
Nevis have reposed trust and confidence in to run their affairs. If
they say they want a chicken farm and there is controversy or
dispute over the chicken farm, then it is for the people of Nevis to

decide that controversy at an
election.”

Detailing the timeline, he
said: “We have gone through
this process from August of
last year until December.
August, September, October,
November, December -almost
five months. All that occupied
us as a Cabinet- not all, but a
significant part of what
occupied us- was this project.
We examined it, we discussed,
we met. That had nothing to do
with people who sent private
communication like the Nevis
Historical and Conservation
Society sent something. So we
had exhaustive engagements.

According to him: “No
project in this country has ever
attracted that level of public
engagement.”

Brantley said some
Nevisians are already preparing
for the project’s start.

“I met a young fellow on
Saturday… and he said that he
and another gentleman have
already identified some heavy
equipment that they want to
purchase. People who are
forward-looking and
entrepreneurial are already
trying to ready themselves for
this… All we’re waiting for is

Brantley Accuses
Federal Review
Process Of Slowing
Up Proposed
Destiny Project

for a green light.”
Returning to the issue of fairness, Brantley stated: “… if St.

Kitts has the capacity to say to Nevis, you cannot have a particular
development on Nevis, then it would seem to me only just and
right that Nevis has the capacity to say to St. Kitts, you cannot
have a certain development in St. Kitts. And we know that that
can’t happen. As the local people say, fowl would grow teeth
before that happens.”

He highlighted: “We cannot have development on this island
of Nevis being held up, being stymied, being delayed and potentially
being lost because of delays on St. Kitts.”

“St. Kitts can develop St. Kitts, so why can’t Nevis develop
Nevis?”

Front Page Image: Premier Mark Brantley (credit:
niagov.kn)(cont’d from last page)
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By: Spokesman
Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts
(Thursday 26th February
2026)- “Let us strengthen
CARICOM. Strengthen
CARICOM…for none is
coming to save us. We must
save ourselves. As we depart
from this gathering, may we do
so confident in our shared
strength and unwavering in our
collective purpose.”

So declared CARICOM
Chairman and Prime Minister
of St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr.
Terrance Drew, in delivering
the keynote address at the
opening of the 50th Regular
Meeting of the Conference of
Heads of Government of
CARICOM on Tuesday, 24th
February 2026, at the St. Kitts
Marriott Dome in Frigate Bay,
Basseterre.

In his address, Dr. Drew
outlined critical areas for
regional focus, including
humanitarian assistance to
Haiti and Cuba, intraregional
trade and travel, energy
security, climate resilience,
digital transformation, regional
crime prevention, and public
health coordination.

Highlighting the historic
significance of the gathering, he
said: “…in our presence, are
all the leaders of the full
members of CARICOM.
Almost all the leaders of the
associated states. And the last
time when we had all the
leaders in the same space for
a meeting was over 10 years
ago. So in adversity, there’s
opportunity.”

Reflecting on his recent
travels across the region, Dr.
Drew shared: “I traveled
across the Caribbean, my
Caribbean, your Caribbean.
My intention was to visit as
many heads of government, as
many leaders as time would
permit. But as I traveled from
state to state, country to
country, and in many cases,
island to island… there was

for dialogue and ensure the best
outcome. Even as a small state,
our collective effort can
stabilize the region.”

Dr. Drew stressed climate
action: “Rising sea levels,
stronger hurricanes, and
unpredictable rainfall threaten
our infrastructure and
economies. Climate action
rooted in togetherness
safeguards our shared future.
The Caribbean is
disproportionately affected by
climate change. We must
advocate for ourselves
internationally while
strengthening resilience at
home.”

On technological
advancement, he observed:
“Digital infrastructure
strengthens governance,
commerce, education, and
security. Initiatives like
expanded digital education
illustrate how innovation can
widen access and empower our
youth. Technological progress
pursued together expands
possibility for all of our people.”

Giving a rallying call to his
regional colleagues, he told:
“History will not measure us by
our communiques, but by our
courage. If we act together, as
we have done in confronting
COVID through CARPHA,
and if we harness our collective
ingenuity, we shall rise again-
together-for the benefit of all
our people.”

Front Page Image:
CARICOM Chairman and
Prime Minister of St. Kitts
and Nevis, Dr. Terrance
Drew (center), seen with
fellow heads of
government and the
CARICOM Secretary-
General (front row, left) on
Thursday 26th February
2026, at the St. Kitts
Marriott Hotel, pausing
for a photo before the
Leaders’ Retreat hosted
in Nevis. (Credit:
CARICOM)

“None Is Coming to Save Us”: PM
Drew Calls for Unity On Topics At

CARICOM Full Members Gathering

one undeniable fact: this Caribbean of ours is the most beautiful place on earth.”
Meeting each leader, he said, “stirred a sense of pride, a sense of dignity, that though we

varied sometimes in our outlook, politics, and geopolitical position, these leaders in the Caribbean,
who are a reflection of all people, are surely people to be proud of.”

On the necessity of regional cohesion, Dr. Drew emphasized: “If ever there was a time to
recommit ourselves to togetherness, it is now. Respecting our sovereignty-as very eloquently put by
the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago-our sovereignties must be respected. But while we do
that, and that cannot be compromised, I am hoping that this conference be remembered not merely
for eloquence and speeches, not merely for the beautiful venues or the excellent entertainment, but
for action, for execution that would advance our Caribbean community and civilization.”

He urged measurable outcomes and shared responsibility: “We must commit to disciplined
coordination, faithful adherence to the principles that founded our community, and strengthen
CARICOM because none is coming to save us. We must save ourselves.”

On energy security, he remarked: “We want better for our people. I am willing to set aside
political differences so that we can treat geothermal and energy independence as a national matter.
Without CARICOM, our progress on geothermal energy in Nevis would not have been possible. I
thank our partners, including the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, for their support.”

Addressing regional trade, Dr. Drew said: “Trade is not merely an economic transaction; it is a
circulation of opportunity. We owe it to all our people to ensure opportunity moves freely within our
community.”

On regional security, he highlighted: “Transnational criminal networks exploit our geography.
Illicit firearms, narcotics trafficking, cybercrime, and money laundering undermine safety and
economic confidence. Our response must be intelligence-driven and regionally coordinated. Here in
St. Kitts and Nevis, we have approached crime and violence through a public health lens, integrating
enforcement, social services, and community engagement. As a result, homicides have dropped to
the lowest levels in decades. Trauma that could have been caused has been replaced by hope.”

Speaking on humanitarian assistance, he said: “A stable Haiti is a stable Caribbean. We have
welcomed members of the Haitian community and extended social services and support. Similarly,
the humanitarian situation in Cuba demands serious attention. CARICOM must serve as a conduit

CARICOM Chairman and Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis Dr. Terrance Drew delivers
the keynote address at the opening of the 50th Regular Meeting of the Conference of
Heads of Government of CARICOM on Tuesday 24th February 2026. (Credit: CARICOM)
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CDU Hosts OECS
Pearl Consultations
Across St. Kitts And
Nevis

Basseterre, St. Kitts, Wednesday, February 25, 2026:
The Curriculum Development Unit (CDU) is hosting a series of
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) PEARL
Sustainability and Re-generation Consultations from Monday,
February 23, to Thursday, February 26, aimed at strengthening
collaboration and advancing educational development across St.
Kitts and Nevis.

The four-day series of consultations brings together key
education stakeholders to discuss strategies, share insights, and
provide feedback to support the continued enhancement of the
education system.

Mr. Francil Morris, Chief Education Officer, Ministry of
Education, underscored the region’s major strides in educational
innovation and stressed the importance of sustaining these efforts
beyond initial rollout.

“Over the past years, we have been part of building something
extraordinary: the Generative 5 (Gen 5) assets, the harmonized
digital curriculum, the regional early reading and Mathematics
assessments, the MyPD platform, the CSSI improvement model,
and our shared MERL architecture. These tools have been
rigorously designed, tested, and shaped through your direct work,
insights, and leadership. But as the Sustainability Guide reminds
us, implementation is only the beginning.”

Mrs. Amanda Serrant – Edmead, Director, Curriculum
Development Unit, emphasized the importance of transforming
recent reforms into enduring structures.

“As we move towards the end of the project phase, we face a
critical choice: we can allow this work to remain a successful
pilot, or we can ensure that it becomes permanent in how we do
education in St. Kitts and Nevis and the OECS. This sustainability
and regenerative consultation is a bout making that shift. Moving
from project implementing initiatives to embedding it into the
system, from short-term reform to long-term stability, from external
support to internal strength.”

The consultations began on
Monday, February 23, with a
session involving teachers and
principals. This meeting
provided an opportunity for
educators at the school level to
share their experiences,
challenges, and
recommendations regarding
curriculum implementation and
instructional practices.

On Tuesday, February 24,

the focus shifted to senior leadership within the Ministry of
Education in St. Kitts. Wednesday’s session brought together
Education Officers and members of the Curriculum Development
Unit (CDU). The final session will take place on Thursday,
February 26, in Nevis, where officials from the Ministry of
Education, Nevis, will participate in consultations.

The OECS PEARL consultations underscore the CDU’s
commitment to inclusive stakeholder engagement and continuous
improvement within the education sector. By engaging educators,
administrators, and ministry officials, the initiative aims to strengthen
educational outcomes and ensure that national efforts remain
aligned with regional priorities.
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The World’s Most
Important Residence
and Citizenship
Programs in 2026
For immediate release: London, 24 February 2026

While European programs continue to set the benchmark globally, the latest rankings in the 2026
edition of Henley & Partners’ Residence and Citizenship Programs report reveal a marked
recalibration in the investment migration landscape. Europe’s appeal is increasingly being challenged
by dynamic competitors across the Middle East, Asia-Pacific, Latin America, and the Caribbean —
signaling a shift in how globally mobile capital and talent are repositioning for the future.

Malta retains 1st place in the 2026 Global Citizenship Program Index for the 11th consecutive
year with its citizenship by merit framework, and Greece once again tops the 2026 Global Residence
Program Index. The rankings are published as part of the most established comparative benchmark
of investment migration options, independently assessed by a panel of leading internationally recognized
immigration and citizenship experts as well as academics, economists, and country risk experts.

New Entrants and Rapid Climbers Reshape the
Rankings

The UAE records the year’s most striking rise, moving from 5th to joint 2nd place on the Global
Residence Program Index and entering the Top 3 for the first time. Strong upward momentum is
also evident across Asia-Pacific and Central America, with Costa Rica, New Zealand, Panama,
and Singapore all climbing the rankings, alongside steady gains by Malaysia, Mauritius, and Thailand.

Three countries make notable first appearances on the Global Residence Program Index: Uruguay
enters in 5th place, Saudi Arabia debuts in 9th, and the Maldives in 11th — underscoring the widening
geographic spread of competitive residence offerings.

A similar pattern of recalibration is evident on the Global Citizenship Program Index, where
several established Caribbean and MENA programs improve their positions and two new entrants
— Samoa and São Tomé and Príncipe — join the rankings for the first time.

Dr. Christian H. Kaelin, Chairman at Henley & Partners, says the findings mark an important
inflection point for policymakers. “Together, the 2026 results reflect a structural evolution: Europe
remains highly attractive, but its relative dominance is declining. Forward-thinking countries such as

Singapore and the UAE are engaging strategically with globally
mobile investors. At a time when foreign direct investment,
entrepreneurial talent, and fiscal resilience are critical, policy
certainty and openness are decisive competitive advantages.”

Governments Compete for Capital
and Talent

Millionaire migration projections for 2026 point to an
unprecedented wave of affluent families relocating across borders,
with the leading destinations for net inflows all operating formal
residence and/or citizenship frameworks designed to attract
international investors and entrepreneurs. Reflecting this
accelerating competition, Henley & Partners onboarded clients
from 95 countries over the past 12 months — clear evidence that
structured domicile portfolio management is becoming mainstream
among globally mobile families.

Against this backdrop, the two indexes published today
benchmark 40 leading programs — selected from over 100
worldwide — across key criteria including reputation, quality of
life, compliance, investment requirements, tax efficiency,
processing standards, and mobility outcomes. Together, they
provide a comparative measure of how effectively countries
position themselves to attract and retain globally mobile investors
and talent.

Dr. Juerg Steffen, Chief Executive Officer at Henley &
Partners, says residence and citizenship programs have evolved
into core instruments of economic government strategy rather
than simple revenue channels. “Governments are deploying these
frameworks to secure long-term advantage — attracting
entrepreneurs, investors, and internationally mobile families who
contribute to innovation and growth. At the same time, for globally
exposed households, mobility planning has become a core element
of risk management and opportunity creation. Jurisdictions that
offer clarity, stability, and attractive pathways to residence and
citizenship are positioning themselves to win.”

Citizenship Programs: Established
Leaders and Agile Island States
Dominate

The 2026 Global Citizenship Program Index ranks 15 programs,
with Malta’s citizenship by merit framework securing top position
with a score of 77 out of 100, reinforcing its position as Europe’s
gold standard for structured, compliance-driven naturalization.
Austria retains 2nd place with 74, reflecting its highly selective
route for applicants who make substantial economic contributions
or demonstrate extraordinary achievements that benefit the
country.

Grenada and St. Kitts and Nevis share 3rd place (67),
marking St. Kitts’s continued advancement following recent
program refinements. Nauru moves up to 4th (66) with its
Economic and Climate Resilience Citizenship Program — launched
just over a year ago at COP29 — gaining recognition as a model
that channels capital towards climate adaptation initiatives. Antigua
and Barbuda ranks 5th (65).

St. Lucia and Türkiye share 6th place (64), with Türkiye
continuing to appeal to investors seeking strategic positioning
between Europe, Asia, and the Middle East through diversified
investment routes. Dominica, Egypt, and Jordan occupy joint 7th
(63), with Egypt and Jordan each improving year-on-year,
reflecting growing interest in alternative regional gateways.

São Tomé and Príncipe debuts in 8th place (61), expanding
Africa’s presence in the index, while Samoa enters in 9th (60),
adding Pacific representation. Vanuatu ranks 10th (59), followed
by Cambodia (53).

Residence Programs: Europe
Consolidates, New Hubs Accelerate

Greece retains 1st place in the 2026 Global Residence Program
Index with a score of 73, combining European Union access,

(cont’d on next page)
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lifestyle appeal, and competitive investment thresholds.
Italy, Switzerland — which offers options developed by Henley

& Partners combining private residence with Swiss forfait tax
provisions — and the UAE share 2nd place (72), with the UAE’s
rapid ascent reflecting its transformation into a global wealth hub
supported by tax competitiveness, regulatory agility, and proactive
investor engagement. Portugal ranks 3rd (71), followed by
Australia in 4th place (69).

Canada and new entrant Uruguay share 5th place (68),
highlighting Uruguay’s growing reputation for political stability, legal
certainty, and accessible residence pathways tied to employment,
entrepreneurship, and financial independence.

Luxembourg and the UK rank joint 6th (67). Costa Rica,
Panama, and Singapore share 7th (65), reflecting continued
strength among established financial and lifestyle destinations. New
Zealand climbs to 8th (63), while Malta and Saudi Arabia share
9th (61), with Saudi Arabia’s Premium Residency Law signaling
an increasingly strategic Middle Eastern push to attract global
investors.

Latvia and the USA round out the Top 10 (60), followed by
Cyprus, Monaco, Thailand, and Maldives (59). Malaysia ranks
12th (51), Mauritius 13th (50), and Hong Kong 14th (47).

Standout Performers Across Key
Criteria

In the Global Citizenship Program Index, Austria leads for
reputation and achieves a perfect score for quality of life, while
Malta ranks highest for compliance and mobility strength. São
Tomé and Príncipe performs particularly strongly for investment
requirements — a measure that assesses not only the level of
upfront capital required, but also the range and flexibility of
qualifying investment options, the nature of the contribution, and
associated additional costs.

Six programs — Dominica, Grenada, Nauru, São Tomé and
Principe, St. Kitts and Nevis, and St. Lucia — achieve top marks

The World’s Most
Important Residence
and Citizenship
Programs in 2026

(cont’d from last page)
for minimal physical visit
requirements.

In the Global Residence
Program Index, Australia,
Canada, New Zealand, and
Switzerland achieve perfect
reputation scores, with the
UAE joining them at the top for
quality of life. Monaco, Saudi
Arabia, and the UAE lead in
tax efficiency. Australia and
Switzerland score highest for
investment requirements due to
the absence of mandatory

upfront capital contributions to secure residence rights, while the
USA ranks strongest for compliance.

Wealth on the Move
Interactive digital comparisons of the 40 different residence

and citizenship programs are also available, enabling global investors
and wealthy families to select what matters most to them when
weighing up their options.

Dominic Volek, Group Head of Private Clients at Henley &
Partners, says the data confirms a fundamental global shift. “Wealth
is relocating at an unprecedented pace. Where it ultimately
concentrates will depend on how credibly countries design
immigration frameworks for investors, entrepreneurs and wealthy
families. Countries that combine economic dynamism, legal
certainty, political stability, strong infrastructure, and clear pathways
for applicants are emerging as the primary net inflow destinations.
Where credible mobility options exist, capital and talent follow.”

He adds that this reflects a deeper reassessment of risk and
permanence. “Residence and citizenship rights are increasingly
assembled rather than inherited — structured portfolios of access
rights built to create resilience across generations. Families that
approach mobility as a deliberate long-term strategy, rather than
a contingency plan, will be best positioned to absorb shocks, capture
opportunity, and preserve optionality in a world where both capital
and talent are highly fluid.”
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Statement From The Jamacia
Kittitian Association

(JAMKIT)
The Jamaica Kittitian Association (JAMKIT) is pleased to announce that the

Prime Minister of Jamaica, Dr. The Honourable Andrew Holness, will meet with
Jamaicans living in St. Kitts and Nevis on Friday, February 27, at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting will be held at Carambola.
According to a statement from JAMKIT, this engagement is especially important

as it provides a rare and meaningful opportunity for Jamaicans in the diaspora to
connect directly with their Head of Government. It allows for open dialogue on
matters affecting Jamaicans abroad, including diaspora relations, national
development, investment opportunities, and the continued strengthening of ties
between Jamaica and its citizens overseas.

The meeting also underscores the value placed on the Jamaican community in
St. Kitts and Nevis and recognizes the role of the diaspora in contributing to Jamaica’s
social, cultural, and economic growth.

JAMKIT encourages all Jamaicans residing in St. Kitts and Nevis to attend,
participate, and make their voices heard during this important and historic interaction.

PRESS RELEASE

ECTEL Prepares to
Hold its 49th Meeting

of the Council of
Ministers

Castries, Saint Lucia – 24th February, 2026 – Ministers of
telecommunications from the Commonwealth of Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia and St. Vincent and the Grenadines will gather in Saint Lucia
and online for the Eastern Caribbean Telecommunications Authority’s (ECTEL’s)
49th Council of Ministers Meeting on Friday, 27th February 2026.

According to ECTEL’s Managing Director, Mr. David Cox, “The 49th Council
of Ministers Meeting provides an important platform for regional leaders to reaffirm
their commitment to harmonised regulation and digital transformation across our
Contracting States. As technology continues to evolve, our collective focus remains
on ensuring affordable access, resilient infrastructure, and inclusive digital
opportunities for citizens of ECTEL States. Through collaboration and forward-
looking policy decisions, we will continue to strengthen the region’s electronic
communications landscape for sustainable growth and innovation.”

The Council is expected to approve ECTEL’s first ever Strategic Plan; and
consider progress on passage of the Electronic Communications Bill. Council
members will also receive a status report on the World Bank Caribbean Digital
Transformation Project, which is an OECS-managed project to reform the electronic
communications sector in the sub-region.

Finally, Council members will receive a summary of key findings of the recently
launched Digital Inclusion Survey, which will provide detailed analysis of the use of
digital tools in ECTEL states. The functions of the Council, which is the highest
decision-making body of the ECTEL framework, are to, among other things, promote
the effective implementation of ECTEL’s Treaty; including the promotion of effective
competition, accessible pricing, and quality of service for citizens of the region.



The Labour Spokesman        FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH 2026 11 - PUBLIC INTEREST -

Community Notice
The Antioch Baptist Church is celebrating 63 years of dedicated service to

God’s Kingdom, to the people of St. Kitts and Nevis, and to communities around
the world.

You are warmly invited to join this special anniversary celebration on Sunday,
March 1, at 4:30 p.m. at the Lime Kiln Sanctuary. Dress Code: African Apparel.

All are welcome. Come out and receive a blessing!
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Taiwan to host
Tug of War
Indoor World
Championships
in March

The Labour Spokesman
Newspaper

Tel: 465-2229
Email us:  info@sknunion.com

The 2026 Tug of War Indoor World Championships are coming
to Taipei Arena in the capital March 12-15, demonstrating Taiwan’s
capacity for organizing and hosting international events and
competitions.

Taiwan’s female national team participates in the 2024 Tug of
War Indoor World Championships Feb. 11 in Helsingborg, Sweden.
(Courtesy of MOS)

The 2026 Tug of War Indoor World Championships are coming
to Taipei Arena in the capital March 12-15, demonstrating Taiwan’s
capacity for organizing and hosting international events and
competitions.

Taiwan won the right to hold the 2026 world championships
after a vote by representatives of the Tug of War International
Federation’s member associations via video conference in 2021,
the Ministry of Sports said, adding that in November 2025, TWIF
staff visited Taiwan to witness preparations for the event and
offer professional advice on competition and venue arrangements.

The upcoming tournament will draw more than 100 teams from
20 countries. One of these is Taiwan’s national women’s 500-kg
team, which took its sixth consecutive gold medal at the World
Games in Chengdu in 2025 and claimed the title for the third year
running at the 2024 Tug of War Indoor World Championships, the
MOS said.

The national team is composed of all nine gold medalists from
last year’s World Games. The MOS added that members started
training in January and took only three days off during the recent
weeklong Lunar New Year vacation.

The MOS pledged that Taiwan would continue its policy of
sports diplomacy by hosting matches and events with international
teams and athletes. (POC-E)
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Historic Full Attendance Marks 50th CARICOM
Heads Meeting in Saint Kitts and Nevis

Basseterre, Saint Kitts,
February 25, 2026 (PMO) –
History was made last evening,
February 24th, at the Opening
Ceremony of the 50th Regular
Meeting of the Conference of
Heads of Government of the
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM), as all leaders of
the full Member States
gathered in one place, the first
time in over a decade that such
full attendance has been
recorded.

The milestone moment
unfolded in Saint Kitts and
Nevis under the Chairmanship
of Prime Minister of Saint Kitts
and Nevis, the Honourable Dr.
Terrance Drew, who described
the gathering as both symbolic
and substantive in light of
current global and regional
challenges.

“At a time when it seems
toughest, when the seas seem
rough,  when those who are the
critics are doing their best at
criticizing and suggesting that
CARICOM has lost its way…
Today in Saint Kitts and Nevis
in this great hall… are all the
leaders of the full members of
CARICOM,” the Chairman
declared to sustained applause.

The Prime Minister noted
that the last occasion on which
all leaders convened in a single
space was “over 10 years ago,”
underscoring the magnitude of
the moment and the clear
demonstration of commitment
by regional Heads.

This historic convergence
follows Prime Minister Drew’s

recent and unprecedented round of in-person bilateral engagements
across the Caribbean. In the weeks leading up to the 50th Meeting,
the Chairman traveled throughout the region, meeting Heads of
Government face-to-face in their respective capitals to strengthen
relationships, foster dialogue, and deepen consensus around critical
regional priorities.

Reflecting on those engagements, Dr. Drew stated, “Over the
past several weeks, as I've said before, I had the privilege of
visiting many of you in every capital… I left each encounter with
a renewed sense of pride in your leadership, your intellect and
your unwavering commitment to this regional enterprise.”

Chairman Drew views the full slate of leaders in attendance
as a powerful signal of unity at a decisive moment for the
Community. Amid shifting global dynamics, supply chain
disruptions, energy volatility, climate vulnerabilities, and security
concerns, the Chairman emphasized that collective action remains
the region’s greatest strength. “In adversity, there's opportunity,”
Prime Minister Drew affirmed, reinforcing the view that the
challenges confronting the Caribbean must serve as catalysts for
deeper integration and disciplined execution.

The presence of all Heads of Government at this 50th Regular
Meeting signals a renewed seriousness of purpose and an
acknowledgement that the work of regional development requires

active, visible, and sustained leadership.
As host nation and current Chair of CARICOM, Saint Kitts

and Nevis regards this historic gathering as a clear affirmation of
regional solidarity and a recommitment to advancing integration,
resilience, economic coordination, and collective self-reliance for
the benefit of Caribbean people.

The 50th Meeting of the Conference of Heads of Government
continues this week with high-level deliberations on food and
energy security, climate resilience, regional security, digital
transformation, trade, and the stabilization of vulnerable states
within the Community.
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No date for Woods return but Masters 'not off
the table'
ByBen Collins
BBC Sport journalist

Tiger Woods says competing at this
year's Masters is "not off the table" but
the 15-time major champion still has no
timetable for his return.

Woods, who turned 50 on 30
December, had surgery in October to
replace a disc in his back.

It was the latest in a series of
operations and injuries that have kept
the American sidelined since missing the
cut at The Open in July 2024.

"It's just one of those things where
it's each and every day, I keep trying, I
keep progressing," said Woods.

"I keep working on it, trying to get
stronger, trying to get more endurance
in this body and trying to get it at a level
at which I can play at the highest level
again."

practice and is now "able to" hit full shots.
"Not well every day, but I can hit

them," he said. "As far as the disc
replacement, it's just sore. It takes time.
My body has been through a lot."

Woods claimed his fifth Masters title
in 2019, ending an 11-year major
championship drought, and added that
he had not ruled out competing at
Augusta from 9-12 April.

He sustained severe leg injuries in a
2021 car crash before having a back
operation in September 2024 and
suffering a ruptured Achilles tendon last
March.

"I've had a fused back and now a
disc replacement, so it's challenging,"
said Woods.

"Now I've entered a new decade so
that number [being 50] is starting to sink
in and has us thinking about the
opportunity to be able to play in a cart
[on the Champions Tour]."

Image source,Getty Images
Tiger Woods has not yet been able to play during the current season of TGL, the
simulated indoor league he co-founded

Speaking at the Riviera Country Club near Los Angeles, where he hosts this
week's Genesis Invitational, Woods said he has progressed from chipping and putting

South Africa stay
unbeaten with win over
West Indies
South Africa see off West Indies to reach semi-finals
T20 World Cup, Super 8 Group 1, Ahmedabad
West Indies 176-8 (20 overs): Shepherd 52* (37); Ngidi 3-30
South Africa 177-1 (16.1 overs): Markram 82 (46), De Kock 47 (24)
South Africa won by nine wickets

Aiden Markram smacked 82 not out off 46 balls as South Africa beat West
Indies by nine wickets to maintain their unbeaten record at the 2026 T20 World
Cup.

South Africa's captain struck seven fours and four sixes as South Africa chased
177 with 23 balls to spare to move two points clear at the top of Group 1 in the
Super 8s and put one foot in the semi-finals.

The 31-year-old, who brought up his half-century off 27 balls, shared a 95-run
opening stand with Quinton de Kock (47 off 24) before the wicketkeeper was
removed by Roston Chase in the eighth over. Ryan Rickelton chipped in with a

quickfire 45 not out off 28 at number three.
Markram sealed South Africa's fifth win of the tournament in Ahmedabad with

his 11th boundary.
The victory puts the Proteas on the verge of the semi-finals without making

them mathematically sure. They will go through if India beat Zimbabwe in Thursday's
other game. West Indies play India in their final match of the group knowing a
defeat will likely eliminate them.

South Africa, finalists in 2024, should have been chasing a significantly lower
total after taking four wickets in the powerplay and later reducing West Indies to
83-7.

However, the two-time champions fought back through Romario Shepherd and
Jason Holder, who put on 89 (57) for the eighth wicket to drag West Indies beyond
170.

After smacking spinner Keshav Maharaj's opening over for 17, West Indies,
who piled on 254-6 against Zimbabwe in their Super 8 opener on Monday, lost four
wickets in 11 balls to slump from 29-0 to 43-4 inside four overs, with Kagiso Rabada
and Lungi Ngidi collecting two wickets apiece.

Sherfane Rutherford, who couldn't capitalise on being dropped on three, Rovman
Powell, and Matthew Forde joined the procession back to the dressing room before
Shepherd and Holder came together in the 11th over.

After rebuilding steadily, the pair burst into life from the 15-over mark, Shepherd
accelerating from 21 (17) to finish unbeaten on 52 (37) and Holder reaching 49
(31) before being run-out off the penultimate ball of the innings.

They added 58 runs off the final five overs, including Holder taking the 18th,
bowled by Marco Jansen, for 23.


