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Shower Black
History Month

With Love
February arrives each year dressed in red and white.

Storefronts blossom with hearts, roses and glittering
declarations of affection. Dinner reservations are made
weeks in advance. Social media timelines overflow
with curated expressions of devotion. And in the midst
of all that celebration, another observance quietly
shares the same calendar space-Black History Month.

The question we must honestly ask ourselves here
in St. Kitts and Nevis is this: Are we showing more
love to Valentine’s Day than to Black History Month?

Of course, there is nothing wrong with celebrating
love. In fact, love should be at the centre of who we
are as a people. But as a predominantly Black society-
rooted in resilience, shaped by struggle, and elevated
by triumph -can we afford to let Black History Month
pass with polite acknowledgment while Valentine’s Day
commands our full enthusiasm?

Some will argue that love is not confined to February
14 -that it should be expressed every day. That is true.
Yet we cannot deny the power of spotlight moments.
There is something meaningful about setting aside
intentional time to celebrate what matters. We do it
for Independence. We do it for Carnival. We do it for
national heroes. The act of pausing, reflecting and
celebrating sends a message: this is important.

Black History Month deserves that same intentional
spotlight.

As a people locally, regionally and globally, we have
much to celebrate. From groundbreaking inventions
to pioneering advancements in medicine; from
boardrooms to classrooms; from Olympic podiums to
cricket fields; from the rhythms of calypso and reggae
to the brilliance of scholarship and statecraft -Black
excellence has shaped the modern world in ways that
cannot be overstated.

Our Caribbean civilisation alone is a testament to
creativity forged in adversity. The sons and daughters
of Africa, once shackled, have risen to lead nations,
build institutions, redefine culture and inspire
movements for justice across the globe. In St. Kitts
and Nevis, we stand on the shoulders of men and women
whose courage and vision carved pathways for the

freedoms and opportunities we now
enjoy.

But celebration requires engagement.
It is not enough to post a quote or share

a graphic once for the month. We must
read the right books. We must tell our
children the right stories. We must
engage in knowledge-sharing
conversations at our dinner tables, in our
classrooms, in our churches and
community spaces. We must support
local historians, artists and educators who
are preserving and promoting our
narrative.

And perhaps most importantly, we
must cultivate an openness to see
ourselves -and our brothers and sisters -
excel.

Black History Month is not only about
the past. It is about affirming the present

and shaping the future. It is about
reinforcing pride in our heritage while
strengthening our drive and
determination for generational
advancement - for those living now and
for those yet unborn.

Imagine if the same energy used to
plan Valentine’s surprises was channelled
into heritage showcases, youth forums,
book drives and cultural exhibitions.
Imagine if our timelines overflowed not
only with roses, but with stories of
resilience and triumph.

Love is powerful. Let it embrace our
history. Let it affirm our identity. Let it
strengthen our unity.

This February - and beyond - let us
shower Black History Month with the
same enthusiasm, intention and pride.
Our story deserves nothing less.
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PM Drew Pledges
Monetary Support
Toward First Prostate
Health Foundation
By: Spokesman Newsroom

“Today I presented both breast cancer foundations with a cheque each of $15,000-
so that’s $30,000 directly from the Prime Minister’s Gala for the betterment of our
women, or men-men can get breast cancer as well - for those who may need some
support,” he stated, while thanking the organisations for “the tremendous work
they have been doing here in St. Kitts and Nevis.”

However, Dr. Drew said the moment also highlighted a gap in support services.
“I’ve also mentioned that it’s time to get a men’s prostate health program going.

It is about time,” he said. “What we could have done as well is dedicate some of
this money to prostate health which would go directly to men.”

The Prime Minister noted that while support structures exist for pregnant women,
children and women battling breast cancer, “at no point men are being mentioned.”

“We cannot leave our men behind. We have families in St.Kitts and Nevis.
Families are made up of children, men, women and others. And therefore, we
want to make sure that our men are not left behind,” he stressed.

Drawing from his experience as a medical doctor, Dr. Drew shared a deeply
personal account that underscored the urgency of the initiative.

“I remember I’ve seen a lot of men in my office with prostate cancer, and I can
never forget- Austin himself was one of my patients as well and we were able to
cure him,” he said.

He also recounted a case that left a lasting impact.
“I remember there was a gentleman who came to see me, my patient, and I

diagnosed him with prostate cancer. And I told him the cost. And he shook my
hand-I will never forget it- and he said, ‘Dr. Drew, thank you for your service but
I can’t afford it. I am not going to leave my family in debt, and I’m going home to
die.’ He was dead one month later. He had nowhere to turn, nowhere to go.”

The Prime Minister contrasted that experience with the support networks
available to women.

“I normally see when women come down with breast cancer, these foundations
are a source of help and support. So we need that for men,” he said.

Dr. Drew expressed hope that the proposed foundation would be established
within the first quarter of the year.

“I’ve said to Advisor Edinborough to get it started as soon as possible because
I’m very sure there are men out there who need help right now with dealing with
prostate health. So I hope that will be formed within the first quarter so that men
can start getting some help that they would need in order to deal with their health
situations.”

Front Page photo used for illustration purposes shows a doctor  with a
diagram  sharing information with a male patient about the prostate ( Credit:
advancedurology.com)

Official
Commissioning
Ceremony of the
Basseterre
Desalination Plant

Basseterre, Saint Kitts — The Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Energy
and Utilities is pleased to announce the official commissioning ceremony of
the Basseterre Desalination Plant, a landmark infrastructure project designed
to significantly strengthen water security for Basseterre and surrounding
communities.

The commissioning ceremony will be held on Tuesday, 24 February 2026,
at 9:00 am, at the C.A. Paul Southwell Industrial Park, marking the transition
of the facility from construction and testing to full operational status.

The plant is designed to produce up to two million gallons of potable
water per day, utilising reverse osmosis technology to provide a reliable and
climate-resilient water supply.

Minister of Public Infrastructure, Energy, Utilities and Domestic Transport,
Hon. Konris Maynard, described the commissioning as a major achievement
for the Federation.

“The plant represents a critical investment in our national infrastructure
and is a tangible demonstration of the Government’s decisive action to address
long-standing water challenges in the capital,” Minister Maynard said.

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday 18th February 2026)-Declaring
that “we cannot leave our men behind,” Prime Minister and Minister of Health and
Finance, Dr. Terrance Drew, has highlighted his push for setting up the first prostate
cancer health foundation aimed at providing support to men diagnosed with the
condition in St. Kitts and Nevis.

Dr. Drew made the disclosure while speaking at The Roundtable media session
on Tuesday 17th  February 2026 outlining what he described as a necessary step to
ensure that men are not left out of national health support initiatives.

“I have asked Advisor Austin Edinborough, who is a prostate cancer survivor-
he has spoken of this publicly - and I have said to him, I asked his permission to say
this publicly, and he said that I of course can talk about it. I’ve asked him to help
initiate a prostate health foundation here in St. Kitts and Nevis,” he expressed.

He further pledged personal financial support toward the effort.
“I will be the first donor and I have pledged $5,000 of my own money to that

foundation that I hope will be formed soon so that our men can get support,” he
announced.

During his remarks, the Prime Minister first highlighted the charitable impact of
the annual Prime Minister’s Gala.

“... the Prime Minister’s Gala which was held this year - the proceeds from
that gala-for the first time, well the second time last year, dedicated it to the Children’s
Medical Fund, and this year it was dedicated to the Breast Cancer Foundations,”
Dr. Drew said.

He announced that both breast cancer foundations received financial
contributions from the event.

“Its commissioning signals the completion of a key phase in an ambitious
undertaking involving multiple stakeholders and partners, aimed at restoring
potable water service in Basseterre to 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

“This is a celebratory moment for the Water Services Department, the
Ministry of Public Infrastructure, the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis, our
partners, and every citizen of the Federation.”

The Minister further underscored the strategic importance of the facility in
the context of climate resilience and growing demand.

“As climate variability continues to impact traditional water sources,
desalination offers a dependable alternative. This plant strengthens our capacity
to meet current demand while positioning Basseterre for future growth.”

The project was implemented under the direction of the Ministry of Public
Infrastructure in collaboration with the Water Services Department and key
technical partners, including Royal Utilities Ltd., with funding provided by the
Republic of China (Taiwan).

Comprehensive testing has been completed to ensure that the facility meets
all required operational and water quality standards ahead of commissioning.

The Basseterre Desalination Plant forms part of the Government’s broader
Sustainable Island State Agenda, which seeks to enhance infrastructure
resilience, safeguard public health, and ensure equitable access to essential
services.

Once fully operational, the facility is expected to significantly reduce water
interruptions and expand 24-hour potable water service to households and
businesses within the Basseterre area.

About the Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Energy and Utilities
The Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Energy and Utilities is responsible for

the planning, development and maintenance of the Federation’s physical
infrastructure, including roads, public buildings, water services and energy
systems. Through strategic investment and policy implementation, the Ministry
supports national development priorities and advances the Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis’ vision of a resilient and sustainable island state.



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH 20264 - - NEWS -

Fourteen participants Receive
Certificates For Completing A1
TWI Language Course

The certificate presentation
ceremony was attended by
Mrs. Lisa Pistana, Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of
Education, who joined in
recognizing the participants for
their dedication and
commitment to continuous
learning.

The opportunity to
participate in the programme
forms part of the Ministry of
Education’s mandate to
promote continuous learning,
capacity building, and global
exposure. The Ministry has
consistently emphasized that
investing in education, both
locally and internationally, is
central to national
development.

The Ministry commends the
following participants for their
successful completion of the
programme:
Anita Jules
Kimberly Browne
Lizette Elie
Tashron S.P. Tyson
Aneska Browne-Caines
Rachel Jacobs
Antoinette Evelyn
Anita Peter-Dolphin
Carla Mills
Joleen Rogers
Rozna Rogers

Basseterre, St. Kitts,
Wednesday, February 18, 2026:
Fourteen course participants in
St. Kitts and Nevis gathered for
a special certificate ceremony
chaired by H.E Nerys Dockery,
Secretary General of the St.
Kitts Nevis National
Commission for UNESCO,
marking the successful
completion of the A1 Twi
Language Course offered by
the Twi Learning Center in
Accra, Ghana, on Wednesday,
February 18.

The course, which began in
2025 and was designed for
beginners, provided participants
with a strong foundation in Twi,
equipping them with essential
communication skills.

Hon. Dr. Geoffrey Hanley,
Minister of Education,
encouraged the participants to
apply their newly acquired skills
toward personal growth and
positive societal impact.

“The knowledge you have
gained from this course will not
only enrich your personal lives
but also contribute to the
development of our
communities. By embracing
our African heritage, we can
promote a culture of peace,
tolerance, and understanding,
which is essential for building a

brighter future for ourselves and our communities.”
He further expressed his gratitude to H.E. Mrs. Ama Martin, special Envoy of St. Kitts and

Nevis to Germany and Ghana, for her diligent work in organizing this scholarship opportunity for the
participants, and to the administrators of the Twi Learning Center for their essential partnership in
carrying out the exchange. Minister Hanley also congratulated the participants and thanked them
for their interest and commitment to completing the course.
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‘I Am Not Going to
Be Forced’- PAM
Leader Addresses
Unity Letter
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (February 10, 2026) -Leader of
the People’s Action Movement (PAM), Natasha Grey-Brookes,
has pointed out that her party will not be pressured into any political
alliance, saying “I am not going to be forced into getting into any
alignment.”

Grey-Brookes was responding to a question from a supporter
during a PAM press conference held Thursday 12th February
2026 regarding a letter reportedly sent to PAM proposing a unity
arrangement among opposition parties.

Detailing how the letter reached her, Grey-Brookes explained
that it was delivered to her office the previous Friday.

“ Last week Friday, I was at my office. I got a message from
one of my staff members to tell me that a gentleman was outside
to me. I sent a message to indicate that I was trying to meet a
court deadline and so leave a message. What was left was an
envelope marked confidential,” she said.

She added that she handled the envelope cautiously.
“I took the envelope. I put it in my drawer. I locked it away

since it said confidential.”
Grey-Brookes said she then shifted her attention to constituency

matters.
“And after that because I am working in the best interest of

the people I went to make sure that I go to my constituency office
in the evening to do all my objections to make sure that no wrong
names are on the voters list. So I didn't remember the envelope.”

The PAM leader said she only became aware of the letter’s
contents after it began circulating publicly addressed to her as
well as two (2) other opposition leaders namely Leader Janice
Daniel Hodge of the Nevis Reformation Party (NRP) and Timothy
Harris of the People’s Labour Party (PLP).

“Saturday I had a wonderful breakfast with my team and we
planned for today. By the time I got home, my good friend sent

me a message with the letter
that is circulating from Lionel
Sydney Osborne addressed to
Natasha Grey-Brookes, Janice
Daniel Hodge and Timothy
Harris.”

She continued: “And I'm not
sure if you saw the letter but
basically the letter was
suggesting that there should be
a unity arrangement between
amongst the three parties and
it also had the results from the
last election.”

According to Grey-
Brookes, she did not open the
envelope immediately.

“The first time I opened the
envelope was Monday
morning. By then I would have
already seen the memo
circulating in social media. So I
began to wonder if it was really
confidential because persons in
the media saw it before I
actually saw it. So I locked it

away thinking it was confidential but then I saw it on social media.”
She confirmed that she has not formally responded to the

correspondence.
“I have not responded to the letter. The party issued a

statement. I'm not sure if you saw that the party issued a statement
indicating that we are focused on ensuring that we build our party
and work in the best interest of the people.”

Grey-Brookes stressed that PAM’s immediate priority is
strengthening its own organisation rather than negotiating alliances.

“At this point, we are not focused on any alignment. If there is
any alignment with any political party in St. Kitts and Nevis, it will
be on PAM’s terms and it will be when PAM is ready and it will
be what the people want,” she stated.

Reaffirming her position, she added: “So, I am not going to be
forced into getting into any alignment. My first and foremost priority
is the people and I'm using the political party of PAM to make
sure that we work on the best interest of the people.”

According to the PAM Leader: “I'm not worried about any
alignment. I'm worried about making sure that we work for the
people and build a team that is ready for the people.”

Front Page Image: Leader of the People’s Action
Movement (PAM), Natasha Grey-Brookes seen speaking
during a PAM press conference held Thursday 12th
February 2026 on after being questioned about a letter
reportedly sent to PAM proposing a unity arrangement
among opposition parties.
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Government Advances
Water Security as Trinidad
and Tobago Firm Begins
Local Drilling Program

Basseterre, Saint Kitts, February 18,
2026 (PMO): The Government of Saint
Kitts and Nevis continues to accelerate
its national water security strategy, with
a Trinidad and Tobago-based company
currently on island conducting
exploratory drilling at multiple sites.

Prime Minister, Hon Dr. Terrance
Drew confirmed during yesterdays,
February 17th, Round Table that the
drilling exercise forms part of a broader,
multi-layered approach to guarantee 24/
7 potable water access across the
Federation.

“We have contracted a company
from Trinidad and Tobago who is now
presently drilling, right now they are in
Saddlers,” the Prime Minister said,
noting that approximately ten sites have
been identified for assessment.

The drilling initiative complements the
Government’s major investment in the
newly completed publicly owned
desalination plant, which is currently
producing two million gallons of potable
water per day and is scheduled for
official commissioning on February 24.

The Prime Minister stressed that his

administration does not intend to return
to a time when communities face
inconsistent water supply.

“We do not intend to ever go back to
a place where people cannot have 24/7
water,” he affirmed.

The $60 million desalination
investment, according to Prime Minister
Drew, along with new well development
and infrastructure upgrades, forms a
core component of the Sustainable
Island State Agenda, particularly under
its water security pillar.

Prime Minister Drew also
encouraged citizens to support national
efforts by remaining compliant with
water bill payments, explaining that
revenues collected are reinvested
directly into improving and maintaining
the water system.

“We subsidize water heavily. When
you pay your water bill, the Government
does not make a profit. The Government
uses that money to reinvest in you.”

The Government remains committed
to long-term infrastructure resilience
and sustainable resource management
for present and future generations.



The Labour Spokesman        FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH 2026 7 - PUBLIC INTEREST -

Sagicor Financial champions Caribbean
journalism that builds healthier, financially
empowered communities

Bridgetown, Barbados: From helping families understand
critical health issues to guiding individuals toward better financial
decisions, Caribbean journalism plays a powerful role in shaping
informed and resilient communities. As such, Sagicor Financial
Company Ltd. is proud to continue supporting such impact through
its category sponsorship of the Caribbean Broadcasting Union’s
(CBU) Media Awards.

As part of its annual corporate social responsibility commitment,
the financial services entity sponsors two award categories - Health
Education Journalism (print) and Financial Literacy Journalism
(television) - recognising media practitioners whose reporting goes
beyond informing, to truly empowering audiences with knowledge
that supports better decision-making and long-term stability for
themselves and their families.

Ingrid Card, Vice President, Communications and Brand
Experience at Sagicor Financial, said the company is proud to
continue the sponsorship for another year. “We are proud to
continue supporting the outstanding work of media practitioners
across the Caribbean. Each year, we are inspired by the depth,
quality, and thoughtfulness of the submissions. The media plays a
vital role in advancing public understanding of health education
and financial literacy, and in doing so, contribute meaningfully to
the empowerment and wellbeing of our region.”

The impact of these awards is reflected in the calibre of work
recognised each year. In 2025, the Financial Literacy Journalism
(television) award was presented to Greater Belize Media
(Channel 5) for its piece on Budgeting for Belizean Christmas
Traditions, reported by Paul Lopez, with videography by Joel

Wesbey - a compelling exploration of
cultural spending and financial
planning. The Health Education
Journalism (print) award went to
RJRGLEANER Communications
Group (The Gleaner) in Jamaica for
Disease Transfer Eliminated, written
by Sashana Small, highlighting critical

public health progress and awareness.
CBU President, Anthony Greene, welcomed Sagicor’s

continued support of the Awards.
“It’s particularly pleasing to the CBU that a private sector

entity is offering this kind of incentive that can only foster
our media offering more, high quality development themed
content. This type of partnership is precisely why the CBU’s
Awards are so important to the Caribbean and to the
audiences our media seek to serve.”

The 57th CBU Assembly and the 37th Media Awards
Gala will be held in August 2026, bringing together media
professionals from across the Dutch, English, French and
Spanish-speaking Caribbean to honour excellence in media
across print, digital, television and radio formats.

Ingrid Card, Vice President,
Communications and Brand Experience,
Sagicor Financial Company Ltd.

Anthony Greene, CBU President.
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Andrew
arrested on
suspicion of
misconduct in
public office
Hafsa Khalil

provide updates at the appropriate time."
Norfolk Constabulary told the BBC it was "supporting a

Thames Valley Police investigation into misconduct in a public
office".

The former Duke of York served as the UK's trade envoy
between 2001 and 2011, travelling globally and enjoying privileged
access to senior government and business contacts around the
world.

In 2010, Andrew appears to have forwarded government
reports from visits to Vietnam, Singapore and China to Epstein,
files relating to the late financier recently released by the US
Department of Justice appear to show.

The documents also appear to show Andrew forwarded
information on investment opportunities in gold and uranium in
Afghanistan to Epstein.

Under official guidance, trade envoys have a duty of
confidentiality over sensitive, commercial, or political information
about their official visits.

King Charles said he learned of the news his brother's arrest
with the "deepest concern".

"What now follows is the full, fair and proper process by which
this issue is investigated in the appropriate manner and by the
appropriate authorities," he said in a statement.

"Let me state clearly: the law must take its course.
"As this process continues, it would not be right for me to

comment further on this matter. Meanwhile, my family and I will
continue in our duty and service to you all."

It is understood neither the King nor Buckingham Palace were
given advance warning of Andrew's arrest, which occurred on
his 66th birthday.

Andrew has always denied any wrongdoing over his association
with Epstein. He has not responded to the BBC's requests for
comment on the specific allegations in relation to the release of
millions of Epstein files in January.

The former prince previously faced allegations from another
woman, Virginia Giuffre, which were settled out of court.

She alleged she was made to have sex with Andrew on a
number of occasions, including on Epstein's private island Little
St James in the early 2000s.

The settlement reached between the two made no admission
of wrongdoing on Andrew's part.

Andrew stepped back from royal duties in 2019 as he said the
allegations had become a "disruption" for the royal family.

He subsequently lost his military titles and royal patronages as
Giuffre brought a civil action against him in the US in 2022.

Andrew was stripped of his princely title in October 2025, the
same month Giuffre's posthumous memoir was published and as
fresh details about his association with Epstein came to light.

PA Media Close up of Andrew outdoors. Visible are the shoulders of
his black black blazer, the colloar of his white shirt and the top of a
black tie.PA Media

Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor has been arrested on suspicion
of misconduct in public office.

Thames Valley Police confirmed it had arrested a man in his
60s in Norfolk on Thursday and was carrying out searches at
addresses in Berkshire and Norfolk. He remains in custody, it
said.

King Charles III said the "law must take its course" in response
to Andrew's arrest and that the police had his "full and
wholehearted support and co-operation".

Police had previously said they were considering investigating
the former prince over allegations relating to his association with
the late sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.

They were reviewing
allegations Andrew shared
confidential material with the
disgraced financier, after
communications between the
two were among files released
by the US government.

This is the first time
Andrew has been arrested. He
has consistently and strenuously
denied any wrongdoing.

Thames Valley Police said
that, following a "thorough
assessment", a formal
investigation had now been
opened.

It also said earlier in
February that it was assessing
a separate allegation that a
second woman was sent to the
UK by Epstein for a sexual
encounter with Andrew in
2010. The woman, who is not
British, was in her 20s at the
time.

The arrest, which took place
at Sandringham at 08:00 on
Thursday, is not in relation to
any allegations of sexual
offences.

The BBC understands that
Royal Lodge - Andrew's
former home in Windsor Great
Park - is being searched by
police. A number of uniformed
officers have been seen beyond
the gates.

Thames Valley Police said
it was not naming the arrested
man "as per national guidance",
and warned that as the case
was now active, care must be
taken to avoid being in contempt
of court.

Assistant Chief Constable
Oliver Wright said: "We
understand the significant public
interest in this case, and we will
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Family Members
Express Gratitude as
Newtown Institutions
Renamed in Honour of
Well-known Community
Pillars
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday 18th February 2026)-Emotional
tributes and heartfelt gratitude have marked the recent official renaming ceremony
of the Newtown Health Centre and the Newtown Community Centre by loved
ones of the honourees.

The ceremony, held at the Newtown Paddock, on Tuesday 17th February 2026
saw the Health Centre renamed in honour of the Nurse Millicent West (Millicent
West Health Centre) while the Community Centre now bears the name of a well-
rounded community activist Mr. Kennedy Earle Clarke (K. Earle Clarke Community
Center).

Additionally, two halls within the newly named community centre are dedicated
to two other late community figures- Mr.Lloyd Lazar and Teacher Myrtle Neal.

The event was hosted by the Ministry of Social Development & Gender Affairs
in collaboration with the Ministry of Health.

Earla Clarke-Allen, the eldest daughter of Mr. Kennedy Earle Clarke, reflected
on her father’s legacy.

“As daddy's eldest daughter, that today my heart is full. My heart is very full,”
she said.

Describing her father as a proud son of Newtown, she added, “Naming this
community center after my dad is more than a tribute. It is a reflection of the life
that he lived every single day.”

Clarke-Allen painted a picture of a man devoted to people, particularly the
vulnerable.

“He believed in community, he believed in people and especially if you were an
underdog, if you were overlooked or if you were struggling or if you simply needed
somebody in your corner he was there and he didn't just speak about helping others
he lived it.”

She recalled his generosity with a touch of humour and honesty.
“He would give his last dollar and truth be told he would give my last dollar just

to make sure that somebody else was okay and that was his heart.”
In closing, she expressed appreciation to those who made the renaming possible.
“I want to say thank you, thank you, thank you Dr. [Geoffrey] Hanley (Deputy

Prime Minister and Parliamentary representative For St.Christopher One) and to
all those who have made this possible… May this Center stand as a reminder of
who he was - a champion for the underdog, a helper to those in need and a true
man of Newtown. Thank you for honoring his legacy.”

For Lilleth Hallpike Hughes, granddaughter of Nurse Millicent West, the day
marked the fulfilment of a long-held vision.

“This endeavor has been very personal to me. It has been 10 years since the
idea came to me, and I was also approached by many present and former
Newtowners and other citizens of our Federation through personal contact and
social media to pursue this recognition.”

She shared further: “My grandmother, Nurse West, raised my cousin Dennis
Delaney Richards; he referred to her as his first love, and myself. And today we
feel a sense of joy that this recognition has come to fruition.

Hallpike Hughes recounted a formative childhood memory during Hurricane
Donna.

“She went to the clothes bag and was taking out clothes… And I said, ‘Mother,
what are you doing?’ ‘I'm sending clothes to Anguilla.’”

That moment, she said, remained etched in her memory. “Whenever there's a
hurricane, I think of her because she cared for so many here and abroad. It didn't
matter what she could do. She always was willing to help.”

She also shared testimonies from community members, including one who said,
“Nurse West delivered all the Barker children. And she was always there.”

The granddaughter expressed gratitude to those who supported the petition and
submitted testimonials.

“I hereby thank the attendees who have come to share in this momentous
occasion… It would take us weeks to go through them and sign the petition,” she
said, noting that some supporters had since passed on, saying “They're looking
down on us from heaven today.”

 Nurse Millicent passed away on 27th November 1983 and Earle Clarke on
25th May 2023.

Front page Photo: Lilleth Hallpike Hughes (right) and her cousin
Dennis Delaney proudly pose with a portrait of their grandmother
Millicent West (painted by Max Brombill of Newtown in 2022)  outside
the recently renamed K. Earle Clarke Community Centre next to the
Millicent West Health Centre following the renaming ceremony held at
the Newtown Paddock on Tuesday 17th February 2026. The new health
centre signage  as well as a mural of honouree Earle Clarke can be
seen in the background. (Exclusive Spokesman Snap by Precious
Mills)

Photo: Earla Clarke-Allen (left end) shares a touching moment with her “baby sister”
Tehara Clarke-Isaac next to her, their mother Dorothy Clarke (center), widow of the
late honouree Kennedy Earle Clarke, and his sister Jillian Musgrave-Archibald,
celebrated Netball icon of Newtown, pose on the steps of the newly renamed K. Earle
Clarke Community Centre, following the renaming ceremony held at the Newtown
Paddock on Tuesday 17th February 2026. Inset photo of the late Kennedy Earle
Clarke. (Spokesman Snap by Precious Mills)
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SKNFA Grants Premier League Clubs Home-Venue
Hosting Option For 2026-27 Season

The St. Kitts-Nevis Football Association (SKNFA) is pleased
to update that, as part of its strategic and incremental push toward
transforming the SKNFA Premier League into a semi-professional
competition, Premier League clubs have been formally offered
the opportunity to host their home matches at their designated
home venues or a venue of their choice for the 2026–2027 season.

This progressive action is a key component of the SKNFA's
long-term development framework and represents a major shift
in strengthening club autonomy and commercial growth.

This decision is designed to achieve several critical outcomes:
* Streamlining Matchday Revenues
Clubs will now have greater control over their home fixtures,

ensuring they directly reap the financial benefits generated from
fan support and match attendance.

* Encouraging Entrepreneurial Revenue Generation
Clubs are being encouraged to proactively pursue additional

revenue streams, including:
* Third-party matchday sponsorship
* Concession and vending partnerships
* Hospitality and premium matchday experiences
* Strengthening Community Engagement
Hosting matches within their communities allows clubs to

deepen local support, enhance identity, and strengthen grassroots
connections.

* Operating as Sustainable Business Entities
This initiative supports clubs in operating as fully functional

business organizations, capable of supporting players, staff, and
long-term sustainability within a semi-professional framework.

The SKNFA has formally communicated with its member clubs
and has encouraged them to engage the Department of Sports
regarding facility access and usage. The Association stands ready
to provide the necessary support to clubs in securing and

formalizing venue
arrangements.

Importantly, while clubs will
assume greater operational
responsibility, the SKNFA will
continue to oversee and support
match day execution through
the appointment of match
officials and other designated

personnel responsible for ensuring the proper administration of
fixtures.

This marks another crucial milestone in the evolution of football
in St. Kitts and Nevis. What may once have seemed an ambitious
aspiration is now increasingly within reach. Through collaboration,
accountability, and strategic vision, the SKNFA remains committed
to elevating the Premier League to a sustainable semi-professional
standard that benefits clubs, players, supporters, and the broader
football community.

'Cricketers need to
understand right times
to drink'

Stewart returned to his role as director of men's cricket at Surrey at
the end of last year

ByMatthew Henry
BBC Sport Journalist

Cricket does not have an alcohol problem but players "need
to understand the time to have a drink and the time not to", says
former England captain Alec Stewart.

Discussion around drinking dominated this winter's Ashes
series in Australia with the behaviour of England's players heavily
scrutinised during their 4-1 defeat in the Tests.

The England and Wales Cricket Board investigated reports

support to current and former players and their families around
their health and wellbeing.

He was also suggested as a potential candidate to replace
England's managing director Rob Key, though Key is expected to
be given the chance to improve England's fortunes.

Selector Luke Wright left his position after the Ashes and is
yet to be replaced.

The charity has released a new report to outline its work,
including providing mental health support to 239 current and former
professional cricketers over the past five years. There has been a
33% increase in therapy sessions from 667 in 2024 to 889 in 2025.

The report references eight cases of players going into
"residential rehabilitation" - receiving treatment in specialist facilities
at which they can stay for a period of time supported financially
by the trust - for various issues including to alcohol, anxiety,
gambling and substance abuse.

Speaking about the high-profile discussion around alcohol this
winter, former batter Ian Thomas who now works at the
Professional Cricketers' Association and is a Cricketers' Trust
trustee said: "We've continued to work hard on the education front.

"It's something that's in everyday life in society, but there is a
responsibility for athletes and cricketers to make the right choices
at the right times and that's what our education was about.

"We're still going to have people make the wrong choices and
we're still going to have human error.

"The biggest part for us if that does happen is that we're able
to pick them up."

The report says more than half of the issues affecting players
relate to low mood, anxiety and emotional support.

"We've got to make sure the support mechanisms are in place
and that individuals are not afraid to actually put a hand up and
say I'm struggling," Stewart said.

"It's always been there. It always will be there because it's
such a result-based business. This is where you've got to get the
balance."

of players drinking excessively
during a mid-series trip to
Noosa, while white-ball captain
Harry Brook was punched by
a nightclub bouncer the night
before a one-day match in New
Zealand in November.

"Alcohol will not improve
anyone's performance so this is
why the education is so
important," said Stewart,
currently director of cricket at
Surrey.

"People aren't going to just
live like monks and be
completely teetotal, but people
need to understand the time to
have a drink and the time not
to.

"The higher level you are,
the more scrutiny you're under
and therefore the sacrifices are
greater and therefore be very
selective in what you put into
your body, whether that is food,
whether that is drink or
whatever."

'Conversation needed over
cricket drinking culture'

Published
9 January
Stewart was speaking after

being announced as the new
president of the Cricketers'
Trust charity, which provides
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PRESS RELEASE
The Association of National Olympic Committees of the OECS (ANOCES) is pleased to announce

that it has reached agreement with Panam Sports in respect of the Panam Sports NOC Strengthening
Programme effective 2026. ANOCES President, Ephraim Penn, has expressed his satisfaction
with the work that his Executive has undertaken regarding the initiative that was paid before Panam
Sports President, Mr Neven Ilic, last year. “We are confident that the initiative will redound to the
benefit of the young people of the subregion and help shape successive generations who will represent
our members at the regional and international level multisport Games and individual sport
Championships of the respective International Federations”, Penn stated.

The three major Programmes are as follows:
1. Sports Competitions Programme
This programme supports the organization of sports competitions proposed by ANOCES for

Athletics, 3 x 3 Basketball, Beach Volleyball, Swimming and Table Tennis.
2. Coaches, Referees, Technical Officials Education Courses Programme
This programme is focused on coaches’ education and development through training courses.
3. Methodologists Support Programme
This programme is designed to strengthen the work of the sport methodologists who are already

assigned, actively supporting the National Olympic Committees (NOCs) within
ANOCES, ensuring that they also provide dedicated assistance during regional and continental

competitions.
The Executive Committee of ANOCES has agreed the allocation of the grant funds from Panam

Sports for the aforementioned sport competitions. These allocations will be disbursed to the host
National Olympic Committee to defray their competition organisational expenses for athletes and
officials like accommodation and meals, ground transportation, trophies and medals, meals for
competition officials, venue preparation/rental, and other related expenses/costs.

The ANOCES Competitions to which the grant funds will be applied for 2026 are:
Competition Dates Location
ANOECS Athletics Championships 4 – 5 July Basseterre, St Kitts/Nevis

ANOECS 3 x 3 Basketball 23 – 24 May Tortola, BVI

ANOECS Beach Volleyball 10 – 12 July Basseterre, St Kitts/Nevis

ANOECS Table Tennis 6 – 8 December St Lucia

ANOECS Swimming 6 – 8 November St Lucia

ANOCES has expressed its most since gratitude to Panam Sports for the continued collaboration
between the two organisations.

Save Water
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Zimbabwe stun Sri
Lanka to finish top of
Group B

Men's T20 World Cup, Group C, Kolkata
West Indies 165-6 (20 overs): Hope 75 (46); Kalugamage 2-25
Italy 123 (18 overs): B Manenti 26 (21); Forde 3-19, Joseph 4-30
West Indies won by 42 runs

West Indies' Shamar Joseph became the first player to take four catches and
four wickets in a single T20 international as his side beat Italy by 42 runs.

Having already secured Super 8s qualification, the two-time champions
completed a perfect group-stage record of four wins from four at Kolkata's Eden
Gardens.

Italy won the toss and chose to bowl, making a positive start by dismissing
opener Brandon King and the big-hitting Shimron Hetmyer cheaply inside the first
five overs.

Windies captain Shai Hope helped lead his side to a competitive total, compiling
a second successive fifty before he was bowled by Crishan Kalugamage for 75
off 46 balls, including six fours and four sixes.

Roston Chase and Sherfane Rutherford both added 24 as West Indies posted
165-6. Kalugamage was the best of Italy's bowlers, finishing with 2-25 off his four
overs.

Italy struggled to make any sort of a dent in their run chase, slipping to 37-3
after the powerplay.

Jon-Jon Smuts (24) and Ben Manenti (26) were the only batters to pass 20 for
the Italians, who beat Nepal to claim their first-ever T20 World Cup win earlier in
the tournament.

Joseph (4-30) and Matthew Forde (3-19) were the pick of the West Indies'
bowlers as Italy were dismissed for 123 in 18 overs. Hope side's progress to the
Super 8s having bowled out three of their four group-stage opponents.

Afghanistan thrash Canada to end on a high
Tony Munyonga and Brian Bennett celebrate win
Image source,Getty Images
A third win equals Zimbabwe's best return at a T20 World Cup, though their three
victories in 2022 including two in the initial group stage before the main contenders
entered the competition

ByMatthew Henry
BBC Sport Journalist

Men's T20 World Cup, Group B, Colombo
Sri Lanka 178-7 (20 overs): Nissanka 62 (41)
Zimbabwe 182-4 (19.3 overs): Bennett 63* (48), Raza 45 (26)
Zimbabwe won by six wickets

Zimbabwe finished top of Group B at the T20 World Cup after stunning England's
next opponents Sri Lanka in a six-wicket victory in Colombo.

Both sides were already guaranteed their place in the Super 8s but Zimbabwe,
who did not qualify for the last T20 World Cup in 2024, progress unbeaten after
completing a fine chase of 179 with three balls to spare.

Opener Brian Bennett, who is yet to be dismissed in the tournament, followed
his score of 64 not out in the famous win over Australia last week with an unbeaten
63 to steer home the chase.

He shared an opening stand of 69 with Tadiwanashe Marumani and, after
Marumani fell for 34 and Ryan Burl 23, played the anchor role as captain Sikander
Raza struck 45 from just 26 balls.

Raza and Tashinga Musekiwa fell in the penultimate over but, with eight runs
needed from the last, Tony Munyonga emerged and hit a six before Bennett drove
the winning runs through the covers.

Co-hosts Sri Lanka, who play England in both sides' Super 8s opener in Pallekele
on Sunday, dropped catches and leaked boundaries with misfields.

They were without injured bowler Matheesha Pathirana and fellow seamer
Dushmantha Chameera, who was resting.

Pathum Nissanka, who also scored a fine century in Sri Lanka's win over
Australia, continued his form with 62 from 44 balls in his side's 178-7.

Zimbabwe progress into a Super 8s group with co-hosts India, South Africa and
West Indies.

Their first match is on Monday in Mumbai against the Windies, who beat Italy
earlier on Thursday to continue their unbeaten record.

Joseph stars as West Indies extend winning
run
ByMillie Sian
BBC Sport journalist

Mohammad Nabi of Afghanistan celebrates  Image source,Getty Images
Mohammad Nabi's 4-7 saw him record his best-ever T20 World Cup figures

Men's T20 World Cup, Group D, Chennai
Afghanistan 200-4 (20 overs): Ibrahim 95 (56); Buttar 3-52
Canada 118-8 (20 overs): Thaker 30 (24); Nabi 4-7
Afghanistan won by 82 runs

Ibrahim Zadran hit a brilliant unbeaten 95 and Mohammad Nabi took four wickets
as Afghanistan claimed a dominant 82-run victory over Canada in Chennai.

Both sides were playing out their final group-stage fixture for pride after their
elimination from the tournament - but Rashid Khan's side looked particularly keen
to set things straight after narrowly missing the Super 8s.

Ibrahim led the charge for Afghanistan once again, hitting seven fours and five
sixes off 56 deliveries to post back-to-back half centuries at the tournament and
record his highest score for the country.

The 24-year-old's solid innings was backed up by Rahmanullah Gurbaz (30)
and Sediq Atal (44), before both were bowled by Canada seamer Jaskarandeep
Buttar (3-52).

Canada were set a target of 201 and their collapse started in the six-over
powerplay, falling to 34-3 with Afghanistan removing Dilpreet Bajwa, Navneet
Dhaliwal and Yuvraj Samra.

It was a disappointing farewell for Canada's highest T20 international run-scorer
Dhaliwal, who was dismissed for a duck by Azmatullah Omarzai after receiving a
guard of honour prior to the match.

But it was Afghanistan's veteran spinner Nabi who dealt the final blows for
Canada, claiming 4-7 from his four overs.


