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Shower Black
History Month

With Love
February arrives each year dressed in red and white.

Storefronts blossom with hearts, roses and glittering
declarations of affection. Dinner reservations are made
weeks in advance. Social media timelines overflow
with curated expressions of devotion. And in the midst
of all that celebration, another observance quietly
shares the same calendar space-Black History Month.

The question we must honestly ask ourselves here
in St. Kitts and Nevis is this: Are we showing more
love to Valentine’s Day than to Black History Month?

Of course, there is nothing wrong with celebrating
love. In fact, love should be at the centre of who we
are as a people. But as a predominantly Black society-
rooted in resilience, shaped by struggle, and elevated
by triumph -can we afford to let Black History Month
pass with polite acknowledgment while Valentine’s Day
commands our full enthusiasm?

Some will argue that love is not confined to February
14 -that it should be expressed every day. That is true.
Yet we cannot deny the power of spotlight moments.
There is something meaningful about setting aside
intentional time to celebrate what matters. We do it
for Independence. We do it for Carnival. We do it for
national heroes. The act of pausing, reflecting and
celebrating sends a message: this is important.

Black History Month deserves that same intentional
spotlight.

As a people locally, regionally and globally, we have
much to celebrate. From groundbreaking inventions
to pioneering advancements in medicine; from
boardrooms to classrooms; from Olympic podiums to
cricket fields; from the rhythms of calypso and reggae
to the brilliance of scholarship and statecraft -Black
excellence has shaped the modern world in ways that
cannot be overstated.

Our Caribbean civilisation alone is a testament to
creativity forged in adversity. The sons and daughters
of Africa, once shackled, have risen to lead nations,
build institutions, redefine culture and inspire
movements for justice across the globe. In St. Kitts
and Nevis, we stand on the shoulders of men and women
whose courage and vision carved pathways for the

freedoms and opportunities we now
enjoy.

But celebration requires engagement.
It is not enough to post a quote or share

a graphic once for the month. We must
read the right books. We must tell our
children the right stories. We must
engage in knowledge-sharing
conversations at our dinner tables, in our
classrooms, in our churches and
community spaces. We must support
local historians, artists and educators who
are preserving and promoting our
narrative.

And perhaps most importantly, we
must cultivate an openness to see
ourselves -and our brothers and sisters -
excel.

Black History Month is not only about
the past. It is about affirming the present

and shaping the future. It is about
reinforcing pride in our heritage while
strengthening our drive and
determination for generational
advancement - for those living now and
for those yet unborn.

Imagine if the same energy used to
plan Valentine’s surprises was channelled
into heritage showcases, youth forums,
book drives and cultural exhibitions.
Imagine if our timelines overflowed not
only with roses, but with stories of
resilience and triumph.

Love is powerful. Let it embrace our
history. Let it affirm our identity. Let it
strengthen our unity.

This February - and beyond - let us
shower Black History Month with the
same enthusiasm, intention and pride.
Our story deserves nothing less.
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PM Drew Pledges
Monetary Support
Toward First Prostate
Health Foundation
By: Spokesman Newsroom

“Today I presented both breast cancer foundations with a cheque each of $15,000-
so that’s $30,000 directly from the Prime Minister’s Gala for the betterment of our
women, or men-men can get breast cancer as well - for those who may need some
support,” he stated, while thanking the organisations for “the tremendous work
they have been doing here in St. Kitts and Nevis.”

However, Dr. Drew said the moment also highlighted a gap in support services.
“I’ve also mentioned that it’s time to get a men’s prostate health program going.

It is about time,” he said. “What we could have done as well is dedicate some of
this money to prostate health which would go directly to men.”

The Prime Minister noted that while support structures exist for pregnant women,
children and women battling breast cancer, “at no point men are being mentioned.”

“We cannot leave our men behind. We have families in St.Kitts and Nevis.
Families are made up of children, men, women and others. And therefore, we
want to make sure that our men are not left behind,” he stressed.

Drawing from his experience as a medical doctor, Dr. Drew shared a deeply
personal account that underscored the urgency of the initiative.

“I remember I’ve seen a lot of men in my office with prostate cancer, and I can
never forget- Austin himself was one of my patients as well and we were able to
cure him,” he said.

He also recounted a case that left a lasting impact.
“I remember there was a gentleman who came to see me, my patient, and I

diagnosed him with prostate cancer. And I told him the cost. And he shook my
hand-I will never forget it- and he said, ‘Dr. Drew, thank you for your service but
I can’t afford it. I am not going to leave my family in debt, and I’m going home to
die.’ He was dead one month later. He had nowhere to turn, nowhere to go.”

The Prime Minister contrasted that experience with the support networks
available to women.

“I normally see when women come down with breast cancer, these foundations
are a source of help and support. So we need that for men,” he said.

Dr. Drew expressed hope that the proposed foundation would be established
within the first quarter of the year.

“I’ve said to Advisor Edinborough to get it started as soon as possible because
I’m very sure there are men out there who need help right now with dealing with
prostate health. So I hope that will be formed within the first quarter so that men
can start getting some help that they would need in order to deal with their health
situations.”

Front Page photo used for illustration purposes shows a doctor  with a
diagram  sharing information with a male patient about the prostate ( Credit:
advancedurology.com)

Official
Commissioning
Ceremony of the
Basseterre
Desalination Plant

Basseterre, Saint Kitts — The Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Energy
and Utilities is pleased to announce the official commissioning ceremony of
the Basseterre Desalination Plant, a landmark infrastructure project designed
to significantly strengthen water security for Basseterre and surrounding
communities.

The commissioning ceremony will be held on Tuesday, 24 February 2026,
at 9:00 am, at the C.A. Paul Southwell Industrial Park, marking the transition
of the facility from construction and testing to full operational status.

The plant is designed to produce up to two million gallons of potable
water per day, utilising reverse osmosis technology to provide a reliable and
climate-resilient water supply.

Minister of Public Infrastructure, Energy, Utilities and Domestic Transport,
Hon. Konris Maynard, described the commissioning as a major achievement
for the Federation.

“The plant represents a critical investment in our national infrastructure
and is a tangible demonstration of the Government’s decisive action to address
long-standing water challenges in the capital,” Minister Maynard said.

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday 18th February 2026)-Declaring
that “we cannot leave our men behind,” Prime Minister and Minister of Health and
Finance, Dr. Terrance Drew, has highlighted his push for setting up the first prostate
cancer health foundation aimed at providing support to men diagnosed with the
condition in St. Kitts and Nevis.

Dr. Drew made the disclosure while speaking at The Roundtable media session
on Tuesday 17th  February 2026 outlining what he described as a necessary step to
ensure that men are not left out of national health support initiatives.

“I have asked Advisor Austin Edinborough, who is a prostate cancer survivor-
he has spoken of this publicly - and I have said to him, I asked his permission to say
this publicly, and he said that I of course can talk about it. I’ve asked him to help
initiate a prostate health foundation here in St. Kitts and Nevis,” he expressed.

He further pledged personal financial support toward the effort.
“I will be the first donor and I have pledged $5,000 of my own money to that

foundation that I hope will be formed soon so that our men can get support,” he
announced.

During his remarks, the Prime Minister first highlighted the charitable impact of
the annual Prime Minister’s Gala.

“... the Prime Minister’s Gala which was held this year - the proceeds from
that gala-for the first time, well the second time last year, dedicated it to the Children’s
Medical Fund, and this year it was dedicated to the Breast Cancer Foundations,”
Dr. Drew said.

He announced that both breast cancer foundations received financial
contributions from the event.

“Its commissioning signals the completion of a key phase in an ambitious
undertaking involving multiple stakeholders and partners, aimed at restoring
potable water service in Basseterre to 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

“This is a celebratory moment for the Water Services Department, the
Ministry of Public Infrastructure, the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis, our
partners, and every citizen of the Federation.”

The Minister further underscored the strategic importance of the facility in
the context of climate resilience and growing demand.

“As climate variability continues to impact traditional water sources,
desalination offers a dependable alternative. This plant strengthens our capacity
to meet current demand while positioning Basseterre for future growth.”

The project was implemented under the direction of the Ministry of Public
Infrastructure in collaboration with the Water Services Department and key
technical partners, including Royal Utilities Ltd., with funding provided by the
Republic of China (Taiwan).

Comprehensive testing has been completed to ensure that the facility meets
all required operational and water quality standards ahead of commissioning.

The Basseterre Desalination Plant forms part of the Government’s broader
Sustainable Island State Agenda, which seeks to enhance infrastructure
resilience, safeguard public health, and ensure equitable access to essential
services.

Once fully operational, the facility is expected to significantly reduce water
interruptions and expand 24-hour potable water service to households and
businesses within the Basseterre area.

About the Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Energy and Utilities
The Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Energy and Utilities is responsible for

the planning, development and maintenance of the Federation’s physical
infrastructure, including roads, public buildings, water services and energy
systems. Through strategic investment and policy implementation, the Ministry
supports national development priorities and advances the Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis’ vision of a resilient and sustainable island state.
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Fourteen participants Receive
Certificates For Completing A1
TWI Language Course

The certificate presentation
ceremony was attended by
Mrs. Lisa Pistana, Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of
Education, who joined in
recognizing the participants for
their dedication and
commitment to continuous
learning.

The opportunity to
participate in the programme
forms part of the Ministry of
Education’s mandate to
promote continuous learning,
capacity building, and global
exposure. The Ministry has
consistently emphasized that
investing in education, both
locally and internationally, is
central to national
development.

The Ministry commends the
following participants for their
successful completion of the
programme:
Anita Jules
Kimberly Browne
Lizette Elie
Tashron S.P. Tyson
Aneska Browne-Caines
Rachel Jacobs
Antoinette Evelyn
Anita Peter-Dolphin
Carla Mills
Joleen Rogers
Rozna Rogers

Basseterre, St. Kitts,
Wednesday, February 18, 2026:
Fourteen course participants in
St. Kitts and Nevis gathered for
a special certificate ceremony
chaired by H.E Nerys Dockery,
Secretary General of the St.
Kitts Nevis National
Commission for UNESCO,
marking the successful
completion of the A1 Twi
Language Course offered by
the Twi Learning Center in
Accra, Ghana, on Wednesday,
February 18.

The course, which began in
2025 and was designed for
beginners, provided participants
with a strong foundation in Twi,
equipping them with essential
communication skills.

Hon. Dr. Geoffrey Hanley,
Minister of Education,
encouraged the participants to
apply their newly acquired skills
toward personal growth and
positive societal impact.

“The knowledge you have
gained from this course will not
only enrich your personal lives
but also contribute to the
development of our
communities. By embracing
our African heritage, we can
promote a culture of peace,
tolerance, and understanding,
which is essential for building a

brighter future for ourselves and our communities.”
He further expressed his gratitude to H.E. Mrs. Ama Martin, special Envoy of St. Kitts and

Nevis to Germany and Ghana, for her diligent work in organizing this scholarship opportunity for the
participants, and to the administrators of the Twi Learning Center for their essential partnership in
carrying out the exchange. Minister Hanley also congratulated the participants and thanked them
for their interest and commitment to completing the course.
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‘I Am Not Going to
Be Forced’- PAM
Leader Addresses
Unity Letter
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (February 10, 2026) -Leader of
the People’s Action Movement (PAM), Natasha Grey-Brookes,
has pointed out that her party will not be pressured into any political
alliance, saying “I am not going to be forced into getting into any
alignment.”

Grey-Brookes was responding to a question from a supporter
during a PAM press conference held Thursday 12th February
2026 regarding a letter reportedly sent to PAM proposing a unity
arrangement among opposition parties.

Detailing how the letter reached her, Grey-Brookes explained
that it was delivered to her office the previous Friday.

“ Last week Friday, I was at my office. I got a message from
one of my staff members to tell me that a gentleman was outside
to me. I sent a message to indicate that I was trying to meet a
court deadline and so leave a message. What was left was an
envelope marked confidential,” she said.

She added that she handled the envelope cautiously.
“I took the envelope. I put it in my drawer. I locked it away

since it said confidential.”
Grey-Brookes said she then shifted her attention to constituency

matters.
“And after that because I am working in the best interest of

the people I went to make sure that I go to my constituency office
in the evening to do all my objections to make sure that no wrong
names are on the voters list. So I didn't remember the envelope.”

The PAM leader said she only became aware of the letter’s
contents after it began circulating publicly addressed to her as
well as two (2) other opposition leaders namely Leader Janice
Daniel Hodge of the Nevis Reformation Party (NRP) and Timothy
Harris of the People’s Labour Party (PLP).

“Saturday I had a wonderful breakfast with my team and we
planned for today. By the time I got home, my good friend sent

me a message with the letter
that is circulating from Lionel
Sydney Osborne addressed to
Natasha Grey-Brookes, Janice
Daniel Hodge and Timothy
Harris.”

She continued: “And I'm not
sure if you saw the letter but
basically the letter was
suggesting that there should be
a unity arrangement between
amongst the three parties and
it also had the results from the
last election.”

According to Grey-
Brookes, she did not open the
envelope immediately.

“The first time I opened the
envelope was Monday
morning. By then I would have
already seen the memo
circulating in social media. So I
began to wonder if it was really
confidential because persons in
the media saw it before I
actually saw it. So I locked it

away thinking it was confidential but then I saw it on social media.”
She confirmed that she has not formally responded to the

correspondence.
“I have not responded to the letter. The party issued a

statement. I'm not sure if you saw that the party issued a statement
indicating that we are focused on ensuring that we build our party
and work in the best interest of the people.”

Grey-Brookes stressed that PAM’s immediate priority is
strengthening its own organisation rather than negotiating alliances.

“At this point, we are not focused on any alignment. If there is
any alignment with any political party in St. Kitts and Nevis, it will
be on PAM’s terms and it will be when PAM is ready and it will
be what the people want,” she stated.

Reaffirming her position, she added: “So, I am not going to be
forced into getting into any alignment. My first and foremost priority
is the people and I'm using the political party of PAM to make
sure that we work on the best interest of the people.”

According to the PAM Leader: “I'm not worried about any
alignment. I'm worried about making sure that we work for the
people and build a team that is ready for the people.”

Front Page Image: Leader of the People’s Action
Movement (PAM), Natasha Grey-Brookes seen speaking
during a PAM press conference held Thursday 12th
February 2026 on after being questioned about a letter
reportedly sent to PAM proposing a unity arrangement
among opposition parties.


