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What is Up with
That Child
Murder in
Antigua?

As a society, whenever a child is placed in
danger, something within us is shaken to the
core. We collectively grieve, we feel an
unbearable sadness and we are left grappling
with the unthinkable.

The recent tragedy surrounding the kidnapping and
murder of  9-year-old Chantel Crump in Antigua has sent
shockwaves through the island and reverberated across
the region, igniting outrage, sorrow and disbelief.

The arrest of a 20-year-old woman from the Hispanic
community in connection with this horrendous crime has
fueled widespread debate. She stands accused of luring
the young girl into a car before the childâ€™s lifeless
body was discovered on a beach. However, while some
have been expressing anger towards the accused woman,
others strongly believe that she did not act alone. Despite
the widespread speculation, law enforcement authorities
in Antigua have not indicated that other suspects are
involved.

Social media has become a breeding ground for
rampant theories. Some claim the crime was a ritualistic
sacrifice while others fixate on reports-since debunked
by police as being false-that the child was found

dismembered and missing her eyes. The
Antiguan police have been cautioning the
public against the spread of
misinformation, urging restraint in an
emotionally charged climate. Yet, beyond
the rumors and speculation, the stark
reality remains: a child is gone, her life
stolen in an act of unthinkable brutality.

Where do we go from here? How do
we respond-not just the Antiguans but as
a regional community bound by our shared
humanity? We must confront the hard
questions about how we, as a society,
protect our vulnerable members-our
children. It is imperative that we
strengthen child protection measures and
ensure that our communities are safe
spaces where no child is at risk of such a
horrifying fate.

Already, discussions have surfaced

about introducing a child protective alert
system in Antigua and Barbuda-an
essential step in prevention and early
intervention. But it cannot stop there. It
requires an all-hands-on-deck approach,
where families, schools, communities,
and governments work in unison to
safeguard children from potential harm.
Tragedies like Chantel’s must serve as
catalysts for meaningful change, ensuring
that no other innocent life is lost due.

The time for action is now. This
devastating loss must not be in vain. Our
children deserve better. They deserve to
grow up in a world where they are
protected, cherished, and safe. And it is
up to all of us to make that a reality.
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Medical Doctor Links
Poor Oral Health To
Cancer, Other
Conditions
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday 20th March 2025) - Cardiovascular
disease, cancer and Alzheimer’s are among the serious health conditions linked to
poor oral health, according to local medical practitioner Dr. Natalie Osborne in
making reference to growing scientific research.

For the occasion of World Oral Health Day (observed on March 20), Dr. Osborne
pointed  at the connection between oral health and overall well-being during an
interview on Freedom FM’s SKN Today with host Jamiella McPhail on Wednesday
19th March 2025.

“So most people know that they’re supposed to brush and floss daily, but you
might be surprised that oral health is much more than just preventing cavities and
keeping your smile white and pearly,” Dr. Osborne explained. “It has a direct link
to your overall health. Problems that affect your teeth and your gums can also
affect your entire body, leading to different health conditions and complicating
existing health issues.”

She noted that poor oral hygiene could contribute to heart disease, lung infections
and diabetes complications.

“Studies are continuously being done showing the relationship between oral
health and cancers. We have to improve our oral health so that we can improve
our overall well-being. You can often look at a person’s oral health-the condition of
their teeth and gums-and get a general idea of their overall health.”

Dr. Osborne outlined some of the key warning signs of poor oral health including
gingivitis, tooth decay and periodontal diseases.

“You start getting infections or inflammation of the gum-we call that gingivitis,”
she explained. “You also have tooth decay and periodontal diseases, which are
serious gum diseases leading to gum loss.”

Gingivitis, she said, is a mild form of gum infection that causes irritation, redness,
swelling, and bleeding.

“[Have you] ever been brushing your teeth and, when you spit out, you see
some blood...? That’s inflammation around the teeth and gums,” she described. “If
untreated, it can worsen into periodontitis, a severe gum infection leading to gum
recession, bone loss, and ultimately, tooth loss.”

Dr. Osborne also highlighted the role of plaque in dental disease.
“Plaque is a mixture of bacteria, food particles and saliva,” she noted. “If not

removed regularly by brushing and flossing, it forms a sticky layer around the gum
line and teeth, leading to dental problems.”

As understood, the dangers of poor oral hygiene extend far beyond the mouth.
Dr. Osborne emphasized that gum disease has been linked to serious medical
conditions, including heart disease, strokes, pneumonia, pregnancy complications
and even Alzheimer’s disease.

“One of the most studied and most documented connections is cardiovascular
disease,” she said. “Oral health leads to direct complications-coronary heart disease,
clogged arteries, and heart attacks. That’s something so serious.”

She further explained how bacteria from the mouth can enter the bloodstream,
leading to dangerous infections.

“If you have poor oral health and go to pull a decayed tooth, that bacteria can
get into the bloodstream,” she warned. “For people with heart conditions, especially
those with artificial valves, this can lead to endocarditis-a serious infection of the
inner lining of the heart.”

For pregnant women, poor oral health can have severe consequences.
“It can lead to gestational diabetes, low birth weight, premature delivery,

miscarriage, or even stillbirth,” Dr. Osborne cautioned. “Pregnant women must
ensure their oral health is well maintained.”

Dr. Osborne stressed the importance of diet in maintaining oral health.
“A lot of the foods we consume daily contribute to tooth decay,” she said. “Sour

candies, bread, and carbonated beverages-these are filled with sugars that feed
harmful bacteria, producing acids that destroy tooth enamel.”

She also highlighted the dangers of smoking and alcohol consumption.
“Tobacco use and excessive alcohol can contribute to periodontal disease and

tooth loss,” she explained. “Many people don’t realize that there’s a strong

(cont’d on next page)
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Medical Doctor Links
Poor Oral Health To
Cancer, Other
Conditions
connection between alcohol
consumption and losing their teeth.”

Recent studies have also explored
the relationship between oral health and
conditions such as Alzheimer’s disease
and cancer.

“People do not relate oral health to
Alzheimer’s but studies are showing a
link,” Dr. Osborne noted. “Similarly, gum
disease has been associated with
gastrointestinal cancers, lung cancer,

breast cancer, prostate cancer, and even
uterine cancer. Our entire body is
interconnected, and as science evolves,
more information is coming out.”

She had advised that oral health
should never be neglected.

“It’s not just about having a bright
smile; it’s about your overall health and
well-being,” she said. “Good oral
hygiene, regular dental check-ups and
a healthy diet can make a major
difference in preventing disease.”

Front Banner Photo: Used for
illustration of a man visiting the
dentist (Image Credit:
www.phdental.com)

(cont’d from last page)
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Officials: PAM
Open to Another
Election Team Up
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday 20th March 2025)
-The People’s Action Movement (PAM) party has signaled its
willingness to collaborate with another political party ahead of the
next general elections, according to remarks made by party officials
at a press conference held on Wednesday 19th March 2025 at
PAM Headquarters.

Speaking at the event, former PAM leader Dr. Shawn Richards
indicated that while the party is focused on its independent efforts,
it remains open to considering working with another party “if
necessary”.

“I do believe that PAM is very much capable of winning the
next general election. It is going to take work, it is going to take
identifying candidates for the various constituencies, and they need
to begin to do the work. The fact is that the people have seen the
performance of this government, and persons have been left
wanting. This government has failed the people of St. Kitts and
Nevis,” Richards stated.

He emphasized that the party is committed to addressing
national concerns, stating: “PAM is doing the necessary work to
ensure that PAM is able to go back into government. The motto
of PAM has been putting people first. That is indeed what we are
committed to doing.”

Richards also noted that PAM has historically demonstrated a
capacity to collaborate with other political organizations.

“Perhaps the only political party within the Federation of St.
Kitts and Nevis which has demonstrated that it has the capacity
to work with any political party throughout the Federation of St.
Kitts and Nevis. And so we are open to the idea, if necessary, to
look at the elections then and determine if it is in our best interest
to work with any of the other political parties.”

PAM’s current leader, Natasha Grey-Brookes, echoed
Richards’ sentiments, expressing confidence in the party’s ability
to return to government.

“I too agree with Dr. Richards that the People’s Action
Movement will be returned to office after the next general election.
We are putting in the work. We are ensuring that we put all the
necessary things in place, making sure that our people are trained.
We are finalizing some of our candidates. And so we know that
this is not going to be an easy walk through the park,” she said.

Regarding potentially working with other parties, she stated:
â€œEven when we had a majority, even when we had six seats,
we were willing to work with different political parties. We are
willing to do that if it is necessary, but it is based on trust. We must
ensure that our ideas and our philosophies are not too different
because we are not going to make our people suffer for the sake
of joining with anyone. The people matter most, and whatever

Photo: Current PAM Leader Natasha Grey-Brookes speaking at a
press conference held on Wednesday 19th March 2025 at PAM
Headquarters (Source: Youtube.com/PAMSKNOFFICIAL)

decision the People’s Action
Movement makes, it must be for
the people.”

In the February 2015
General Elections, the newly
formed three-party Team Unity
coalition-comprising PAM, the
People’s Labour Party (PLP)
and Nevis’ the Concerned
Citizens Movement (CCM) -
secured victory, unseating the
St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party
(SKNLP) and forming the new
government led by Dr. Timothy
Harris of PLP with Dr.
Richards as a Deputy Prime
Minister.

However, in the lead-up to
the August 2022 elections, the
coalition dissolved amid public
disputes and allegations
directed at the PLP by its
former partners. All three
parties contested the election
independently, and the SKNLP,
led by Dr. Terrance Drew, won
six seats-namely in St.

Christopher One, Two, Three, Four, Six and Eight- securing the
government.

Meanwhile, Dr. Richards (then PAM Leader) and PLP leader
and Dr. Harris retained their respective seats in St. Christopher
Five and Seven.

Front Page Image: Former PAM Leader Dr. Shawn
Richards speaking at a press conference held on
Wednesday 19th March 2025 at PAM Headquarters
(Source: Youtube.com/PAMSKOFFICIAL)
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PM Drew: Gov’t Has
Mandate to Lead
Responsibly
‘...there will be [economic] growth this year”
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday, 20th March 2025) - Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance Dr. Terrance Drew has highlighted his administration’s
commitment to handling the affairs of the country responsibly, emphasizing that the
people have given his government a clear mandate to lead.

Speaking at a recent Cabinet press conference held on Thursday 6th March
2025, PM Drew discussed the latest International Monetary Fund (IMF) report,
which highlighted the nation’s economic growth and repeated the government’s
approach to financial management without imposing additional burdens on the people.

“I want to say clearly that we’ve taken the IMF’s recommendations very
seriously in terms of consolidation and so forth, in terms of the tax regime, some of
which we will address without bringing any extra burden to our people,” said PM
Drew. “Now, when you look at the IMF Report, we expect that there will be
growth this year because the economy - as I told you-this is our year of recovery
as we transition our economy to end the heavy dependence on just the CBI program,
and so we intend to take a number of measures.”

He outlined his government’s commitment to renewable energy, stating that the
IMF has urged swift action on the matter. “One with respect to renewable energy,
they ask that we do it as quickly as possible, which we have been working on since
day one. And I want to thank the Minister of Energy for his work on this one,” he
said.

PM Drew announced that the government has secured funding for the drilling
phase of the geothermal project, with support from the Caribbean Development
Bank (CDB) and the Saudi Fund for Development.

 “We have now secured the funding to do the drilling for the geothermal project,

and the Premier of Nevis has spoken to
this. The funds that we have secured
come from the CDB, and we have a
meeting this afternoon at 5 p.m. with
the CDB as we near the completion of
the procurement and bidding process to
start the drilling,” he explained.

The Saudi government has also
partnered with St. Kitts and Nevis in the
energy sector, providing funding for new
generators and supporting geothermal
energy development.

“The Saudis, as we know, they are
also helping us with our brand-new
generators to be installed here, and they
are now partnering with us to get the
geothermal done, which I think would
be to the benefit of all of our people,”
PM Drew stated.

PM Drew also highlighted ongoing
efforts to strengthen financial institutions
such as the National Bank, Social
Security and the Development Bank,
which have faced challenges in recent
years.

“We take these recommendations
very seriously because for the longevity
of our country, we want to make sure
that we are set on a solid foundation,”
he said. “With respect to the
Development Bank, the IMF did its own
assessment, and I have been reporting
to our people the state in which we
found the Development Bank. It is sad;
don’t even have an audit to speak to
international funds to help us access
financial resources to help our transition

to a sustainable island state.”
PM Drew reiterated his

government’s commitment to ensuring
that the Development Bank is never
mismanaged again. “We’ll continue to
work to reform the Development Bank
so that it can be an institution never to
be bastardized again,” he emphasized.

The Prime Minister also addressed
concerns regarding the management of
the Sugar Industry Diversification
Foundation (SIDF) under previous
administrations.

“As you know, with respect to the
SIDF-whereby the Labour
administration led by the Rt. Hon. Dr.
Denzil Douglas left about $300 million
plus in raw cash plus what was to come
in - a total of over $400 million was spent
from the SIDF,” PM Drew revealed.
“I’m not talking about the CBI program;
I’m talking about SIDF as a fund. Over
$400 million was spent-nearly half a
billion dollars-and the country was not
informed.”

The Prime Minister emphasized that
forensic audits are ongoing, and each
discovery raises more concerns. “Now
we are doing all the forensic audits, and
the more we dig, the more we find. This
seems like a bottomless pit. How can
you spend over $400 million of people’s
money and not inform them?” he
questioned.

To ensure future financial stability,

(cont’d on next page)
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Saint Martin’s
Accession to the OECS
- A Landmark
Development for
Regional Integration
OECS Media Release  -  March 19, 2025

greater integration and collaboration. The Opening Ceremony of the 76th Authority
Meeting of the OECS and the Accession Ceremony of Saint Martin to the OECS
was held at Secrets St. Martin Resort and Spa, and was filled with cultural vibrance
and reminders of the successes, goals, and benefits of regional integration.

Saint Martin is now the 12th Member State of the OECS, joining the Protocol
Member States of Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and the Associate
Member States of Anguilla, British Virgin Islands, Martinique and Guadeloupe. It
is now the third French Overseas Territory with associate membership, highlighting
their eagerness to strengthen connections in the region through diplomacy and
development.

Prime Minister of Saint Lucia, Hon. Philip J. Pierre, and Chair of the OECS
Authority, in his remarks on the occasion said,

“In keeping with the vision of our founding fathers to continue to organise
ourselves into larger frameworks to respond to the challenges of our time, the
accession of Saint Martin to the OECS marks an important moment in our regional
journey. On behalf of the governments and peoples of this region, I welcome you
wholeheartedly to the OECS family. Your membership is clear evidence that there
continues to be a strong demand for deeper engagement with the OECS.”

At the ceremony, the President of the Territorial Council of Saint Martin, Louis
Mussington, expressed thankfulness that the moment of accession was finally
happening.

He said: “I am not saying that this is the pinnacle. However, this ceremony of
accession of Saint-Martin to OECS is definitely a key moment for Saint-Martin, an
historical one. As I’m looking to the audience I see cultural diversity, I see our
young caribbean from Saint-Martin, the future of our Island involved as well in
sharing this moment with us.

“Today, through our membership of the OECS, we are establishing a formal
inter-institutional dialogue. This closer relationship with our neighbours will be
supported by strengthened and structured cooperation and initiatives in a variety of
areas such as health and medical services, SME growth, trade and education, to
name but a few. This quest for economic prosperity and human development for
my fellow citizens makes all the more sense given that Saint-Martin, despite its
small size, is geo-strategically positioned and belongs to two spheres of political
influence: one immediate and Caribbean, the other more distant and European.”

Commemorating the milestone of Saint Martin’s accession, a feat which has
seen long-time engagement between the two parties, Dr. Didacus Jules, the Director
General of the OECS, said:

“Saint Martin’s accession is another milestone in this unfolding story of the
Eastern Caribbean. You join a community that enthusiastically embraces the French,
English, and Kweyol voices that echo across these islands. Over the years, we
have seen with Martinique and Guadeloupe that greater harmony in health, education,
culture, trade, and environmental protection flows naturally when we open our
arms to one another, mindful of the differences that shape us, yet rooted in the
common Caribbean identity that calls us to unity.

“Saint Martin now stands poised to write its own chapter in this evolving narrative.
Your experiences - whether in health services, tourism, bilingual education, or
advanced digital solutions - will enrich the entire OECS, just as you will benefit
from a wider circle of partners committed to standing with you in times of difficulty
and celebrating your achievements in times of success.

In May 2024, President Mussington led a delegation to Saint Lucia for a series
of high-level talks with Dr. Jules, and the leadership team of the OECS Commission.
These discussions highlighted the long-term benefits of Saint Martin’s accession to
the OECS, which will help strengthen regional cooperation and allow Saint Martin
to contribute meaningfully to key decisions affecting member states. President
Mussington expressed Saint Martin’s readiness to participate in the priorities and
goals of the OECS especially through education and health.

The announcement of Saint Martin’s accession has been met with widespread
support, especially from the other Member States.

The Territorial Council of Saint Martin officially advanced its position towards
associate membership in the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) on
March 19, 2025, marking a pivotal moment in the region’s ongoing efforts toward

the government is implementing a sovereign wealth
fund. “The IMF has given us the framework for our
sovereign wealth fund, which we will implement this
year. So that when we raise capital again at a national
level, we can put it in that fund. And that fund will be
set up in such a way to make us more resilient and
make us more stable,” he stated.

PM Drew reaffirmed that his government was

chosen to lead because of
its commitment to
transparency, economic
growth, and sustainable
development.

 “This is why the
people chose this
administration to lead the
g o v e r n m e n t , ” h e
expressed.
Front Page Photo:
Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance
Dr. Terrance Drew

PM Drew: Gov’t
Has Mandate...
(cont’d from last pasge
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Ghana
journalist
awarded
$18m in US
after suing
ex-MP
Thomas Naadi & Natasha Booty
BBC News

that the case should not have been brought in the US
in the first place. They also said that the comments
made on the podcast were the kinds of things other
courts had described as hyperbole and opinion and were
not subject to a defamation case.

Meanwhile, police in Ghana have arrested a
suspect in connection with the murder of Anas’
colleague, Ahmed Hussein Suale, Tho was killed in

Save Water
TAKE SHORTER SHOWERS

AFP Anas Aremeyaw Anas speaking on stage at a press
freedom event in London. He wears a black hat and his
face is covered by long columns of yellow beads.AFP
Anas Aremeyaw Anas famously wears beaded masks to
protect his anonymity

A US court awarded Ghanaian investigative
journalist Anas Aremeyaw Anas $18m (£14m) in
damages, after a jury said he was defamed by former
Ghanaian MP Kennedy Agyapong.

The case stems from comments Agyapong made
about Anas after his BBC investigation in 2018 that
exposed football corruption in Ghana and elsewhere.

The court heard that Agyapong, among other
accusations made on a podcast, had called the reporter
a “criminal” and alleged he was behind the murder of
fellow journalist Ahmed Suale.

Anas lost a similar legal action in Ghana seven
years ago. But after the release of the podcast episode
in 2021 Anas went to court in the US state of New
Jersey where Agyapong has a property.

The politician was in New Jersey when he was
interviewed for the Daddy Fred Show podcast,
according to court papers filed by his lawyers.

Last week’s initial verdict was confirmed on
Tuesday. The $18m in damages was the result of a
unanimous decision by an eight-member jury in Essex
County Superior Court in New Jersey, finding
Agyapong liable for defamation.

The figure included $8m in punitive damages.
“Justice has prevailed. This victory is not just for

me, but for truth, press freedom, and every journalist
who risks everything to expose corruption and
wrongdoing,” Anas said in response.

“No amount of intimidation or falsehood will silence
the pursuit of accountability even in the face of
assassination. Our work continues, undeterred and
unafraid.”

The journalist, who has won multiple international
awards for his reporting, has vowed to continue fighting
corruption and holding wrongdoers accountable.

Agyapong’s lawyers had unsuccessfully argued

2019.
The suspect allegedly shared pictures of the

undercover journalist with a popular Ghanaian politician
before his death.

The death of Ahmed was also linked to a football
corruption expose.

The investigation sought to expose corruption in
African football and was reported by BBC Africa Eye.
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Delegates from the World Birdfairs Council give the thumbs-up during a field trip to
Baguashan Scenic Area March 17 in central Taiwan. (Courtesy of Tourism Administration)

Taiwan’s diverse
landscapes make it a prime
destination for birdwatching,
with 691 bird species recorded,
including 32 endemic species
and 52 subendemic ones, the
organizers said. The fair will
feature two experience-sharing
forums, followed by a trip to
Dasyueshan Forest Recreation
Area, the most popular birding
site in central Taiwan, the TA
said, anticipating
representatives from 25
countries to gather in Taiwan
for the event.

According to Chou,
ecotourism is among the
fastest-growing tourism sectors
in the postpandemic era. The
first ever bird fair in Taiwan will
help promote the country’s rich
avian biodiversity and develop
green and sustainable tourism,
he said, adding that the TA will
take the opportunity to
showcase the country’s 13
national scenic areas to attract
more foreign visitors.

During their stay in Taiwan,
the 10-member WBC
delegation toured the Tri-
Mountain National Scenic Area
and the main venues of the bird
fair.

Ornithologist Horacio
Matarasso from Argentina said
the WBC has grown from a
small entity in 2020 to a global
organization with more than 50
birding associations as
members. He expects the
upcoming event to bring WBC
members even closer together.

Naturalist and wildlife guide
Andrew Sebastian from
Malaysia described Taiwan as
a portal to Asian birding, saying
that Taiwan is an ideal
candidate to become a major
birdwatching destination, while
Maria Marth from Brazil
praised Taiwan for its urban
greening efforts. (SFC-E)

Publication Date: March 18, 2025 | twitter share iconCopy link
iconA- A+

Taiwan will host the inaugural World Bird Fair Sept. 20-21 in the
central city of Taichung to promote bird conservation and
birdwatching ecotourism, the Tourism Administration said March
17.

Taiwan will host the inaugural World Bird Fair Sept. 20-21 in the central
city of Taichung to promote bird conservation and birdwatching ecotourism,
the Tourism Administration said March 17.

The announcement was made by TA Director-General Chou Yung-hui
while welcoming a delegation from the World Birdfairs Council March 13
in Taipei City. The WBC is a global nonprofit organization that represents
birding events across the world.

Taiwan to host 1st World
Bird Fair in September
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“Political
Differences Should
Not Divide Us”  PM
Drew -  Joint
Cabinet Meeting
Reinforces Dialogue
and Cooperation
Between St. Kitts
and Nevis

Basseterre, St. Kitts and Nevis, March 18, 2025 â€“ The
Federal Cabinet of St. Kitts and Nevis and the Nevis Island
Administration (NIA) Cabinet yesterday, March 17, met for the
first Joint Cabinet Meeting of 2025, reaffirming their commitment
to fostering collaboration and advancing national development.
The meeting, held in St. Kitts at the Park Hyatt, focused on key
national priorities, with discussions centered on strengthening inter-
island cooperation, climate resilience, economic diversification, and
national security.

Premier Brantley went on
to emphasize that the
relationship between the two
islands has improved
significantly in recent years due
to greater communication and
a shared commitment to finding
common ground on issues of
national importance.

Prime Minister Hon. Dr.
Terrance Drew also echoed this
sentiment, emphasizing that
while political differences will
always exist, they should not
prevent the two administrations
from working together on
critical matters.

“It is obvious that there
would always be some level of
political differences, but we
don’t always have to disagree
on everything. There are some
things that really can bring us
together as a people.” Dr.
Drew pointed to the joint efforts
in tackling crime and violence
as a successful example of

cooperation, noting that both administrations agreed on the need
for a unified, all-of-society approach, which has already yielded
positive results.

Premier of Nevis, Hon. Mark Brantley, opened the discussions
by underscoring the importance of continuous dialogue between
the two administrations. “Nothing in this world is ever achieved
without the ability to communicate. Dialogue is important when
there are problems, but even in good times, dialogue remains
essential. It is through open discussion that we build understanding,
foster cooperation, and ensure that we are working in the best
interests of all our people.”

The meeting’s agenda was extensive, reflecting the shared
priorities of both St. Kitts and Nevis. One of the central topics of
discussion was the continued development of geothermal energy,
a transformative project that has received significant international
attention and investment. Prime Minister Drew stressed that the
successful completion of the geothermal project could
fundamentally reshape the Federation’s economic landscape,
providing a reliable, renewable energy source that would reduce
reliance on fossil fuels, lower energy costs, and create new
economic opportunities. “The geothermal project has the potential
to transform St. Kitts and Nevis. The IMF has acknowledged
that this initiative could be a game-changer, even reducing our
dependence on the Citizenship by Investment (CBI) program if
we choose to.”

Another key issue discussed was economic diversification,
particularly the need to build a more resilient economy that is not
solely reliant on CBI revenue. Prime Minister Drew reiterated
his administration’s commitment to expanding sectors such as
renewable energy, agriculture, and digital finance, all of which
are key pillars of the government’s Sustainable Island State
Agenda. “The goal is not to discard CBI,” the Prime Minister
clarified, â€œbut to ensure that our economy is so diversified that
our vulnerabilities are decreased, and our resilience is increased.”

Discussions also touched on national security, with both
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administrations reaffirming their commitment to reducing crime and ensuring the
safety of all citizens and residents. Prime Minister Drew highlighted the
effectiveness of the collaborative crime-fighting strategy implemented between
the two islands, stating that continued partnership on security matters would be a
priority going forward.

With a packed agenda covering critical issues, yesterday’s Joint Cabinet Meeting
reinforced the importance of collaboration in governance. The discussions reflected
a shared determination to move beyond historical divisions and work toward common
goals that benefit all citizens of St. Kitts and Nevis.

As the meeting concluded, both leaders expressed their confidence that through

“Political Differences Should
Not Divide Us”  PM Drew -
Joint Cabinet Meeting

regular engagement and collaboration, the Federation could continue to progress
and thrive in an increasingly complex global environment.

(cont’d from last page)
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Family sues
Boeing over
whistleblower
death
Theo Leggett
Business correspondent, BBC News

The 146-page lawsuit has
been brought by his mother,
Vicky Stokes, and his brothers
Rodney and Michael on behalf
of his estate. It was filed on
Wednesday in the US District
Court of South Carolina.

It attributes his death to
Boeing’s actions, including
what it describes as a
retaliatory campaign by his
managers that amounted to a
“hostile work environment”.

“Whether or not Boeing
intended to drive John to death
or merely destroy his ability to
function, it was absolutely
foreseeable that Boeing’s
conduct would result in PTSD
and John’s unbearable
depression... Boeing’s conduct
was the clear cause, and the
clear foreseeable cause, of
John’s death,” it says.

It describes Mr Barnett as
a dedicated, idealistic worker
who “took his role seriously in
protecting the flying public” and
“believed that he had a
personal, legal and moral
obligation to ensureâ€¦ that
every possible defect was
identified, documented and
remedied.”

It describes how he was
allegedly harassed, denigrated,
humiliated and treated with
scorn and contempt, as well as
being removed from
investigations he was working
on and blacklisted from
transferring to other quality
control positions within the
company.

Mr Barnett took early retirement from Boeing in March 2017,
at a time when the claim says he had been suffering from
symptoms of depression and severe anxiety, and knew he was
going to be fired. The lawsuit alleges the company continued to
put pressure on him, for example by preventing friends who
continued to work there from having any contact with him.

Among the exhibits put forward in support of the claim are an
email, in which he says, “Boeing has completely destroyed my
outlook on life” and his handwritten final note, which says “I can’t
do this any longer!! Enough!!”

Raised safety concerns
John Barnett worked for Boeing for 32 years.
From 2010, he was employed as a quality manager at Boeing’s

factory in North Charleston, South Carolina. The facility builds
the 787 Dreamliner, a state-of-the-art airliner used mainly on long-
haul routes.

During his time at the factory, Mr Barnett raised a number of
concerns with management about violations of safety procedures,
as well as about defects in aircraft on the production line.

He later took his concerns to the media. In 2019, he told the
BBC that:

under-pressure workers had been deliberately fitting sub-
standard parts to aircraft on the production line workers had failed
to follow procedures intended to track components through the
factory, allowing defective components to go missing he had
uncovered serious problems with oxygen systems on the 787, which
could mean one in four breathing masks would not work in an
emergency

Boeing denied his assertions. However, a 2017 review by the
US regulator, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), did
uphold some of Mr Barnett’s concerns.

It established that the location of at least 53 “non-conforming”
parts in the factory was unknown, and that they were considered
lost. Boeing was ordered to take remedial action.

On the oxygen cylinders issue, the company said that in 2017
it had “identified some oxygen bottles received from the supplier
that were not deploying properly”. But it denied that any of them
were actually fitted on aircraft.

Safety standards at Boeing have come under a harsh spotlight
since an incident last year in which a disused door panel fell off a
brand new 737 Max aircraft shortly after takeoff.

The incident, which came five years after two previous
catastrophic accidents involving the 737 Max, brought intense
scrutiny of the company’s quality control procedures and conditions
in the factory.

The company appointed a new chief executive last year, industry
veteran Kelly Ortberg, and has produced a detailed action plan to
address concerns raised by regulators about issues on the factory
floor.

In response to the lawsuit being filed, Boeing issued a brief
statement.

“We are saddened by John Barnett’s death and extend our
condolences to his family,” it said.

Previously, however, the company has pushed back against
the allegations made against it, telling the BBC: “Boeing reviewed
and addressed quality issues that Mr Barnett raised before he
retired in 2017, as well as other quality issues referred to in the
complaint. Engineering analysis determined the issues he raised
did not affect airplane safety.”

It also drew attention to a decision made earlier in Mr Barnett’s
case, in 2020, in which the US Occupational Safety and Health
Administration concluded the company had not breached
whistleblower protection law.

It added: “We appreciate employees who raise their voice,
and we have systems in place to encourage them to speak up
confidentially or anonymously.”

JOIN THE ST. KITTS-
NEVIS TRADES &
LABOUR UNION

+ TODAY +

John Barnett Black and white photo of John BarnettJohn Barnett

This story contains details of someone taking their own life, which
some readers may find distressing.

The family of a Boeing whistleblower who took his own life
last year has filed a wrongful death lawsuit against the company.

The complaint alleges that John Barnett was subjected to a
campaign of harassment, abuse and humiliation after he raised
concerns about safety issues.

It claims that the conduct of the company was “the clear,
foreseeable cause” of Mr Barnett’s death.

Boeing said it was saddened by Mr Barnett’s death and
extended its condolences to his family.

The former Boeing manager was found dead from what police
described as a self-inflicted gunshot wound in the car park of a
Charleston hotel on 9 March last year.
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Will we see Venus
Williams on a tennis
court again?

more than 30 years have passed
since her professional debut,
many feel she will attempt a
final foray into professional
tennis.

It is possible Williams, who
is ranked number 1,151, will
never retire.

Former US Open and
French Open champion
Svetlana Kuznetsova has not
played since Wimbledon 2021,
but is yet formally to call it a
day.

Venus’ sister Serena,
meanwhile, did not like the word
retirement, preferring instead to
“evolve away from the sport”
in September 2022.

Serena’s name does,
however, appear on the
International Tennis Integrity
Agency’s retired players list.

Joining that list is a strong
commitment to retiring, as any
player who later changes their
mind must make themselves
available for drug testing for six
months before returning to play.

It means Venus could still
expect a visit from out-of-
competition testers. But she no
longer needs to submit details
of her daily whereabouts as
she was removed from the
international registered testing
pool last June - a usual process
for singles players who drop out
of the world’s top 100.

Williams has not played
frequently enough to qualify as
either a full or associate
member of the WTA Tour this
year, but she has also not
completed a WTA retirement
form.

To play again she would
need to fill out an annual player
form and find a $250
administration fee from the
nearly $43m of prize money she
has earned.

Her management team did
not respond to a request for
information about her plans and
it seems Williams will keep us
guessing a little longer. Any
ideas she might have for the
summer have not been widely
shared within the sport.

Many retirement tributes
have been written and signed
off a long time ago.

They may still need
updating.

Conserve
Water

Take  Shorter
 Showers

Venus Williams during her last women’s singles appearance at
Wimbledon in 2023
Image source,Getty Images
Venus Williams is a five-time Wimbledon singles champion and won
the US Open singles twice

Russell Fuller
Tennis correspondent
@russellcfuller
Published  BBC Sport

At the end of March, Venus Williams will lose her world ranking
and her page on the WTA Tour website will turn from purple to
grey.

The seven-time Grand Slam singles champion will be
considered an inactive player, having gone a whole year without
competing.

But that status may not last long. The feeling persists that the
American icon is not yet ready for retirement.

A wildcard for Indian Wells was announced but then swiftly
declined. A “miscommunication” was the reason given.

Sources say Williams was then offered a wildcard for the
Miami Open, which began on Tuesday and was the venue of her
last match.

The 44-year-old thought about it for a couple of days - although
it was no great surprise when she turned it down.

However, the Florida resident did take to the practice court
there on Wednesday for a session with Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur.

Indian Wells and Miami were the only two tournaments
Williams played last year.

Her last Grand Slam appearance was at the 2023 US Open
and her last victory at any level came against Veronika
Kudermetova in Cincinnati two weeks before that.

The last time Williams played a full schedule was 2019.
It was some achievement to do so in the year she turned 39,

having been diagnosed with Sjogren’s syndrome, external - an
autoimmune condition which can cause fatigue and joint pain - a
few years earlier.

But turning 45 - which she will do just two weeks before
Wimbledon on 17 June - is historically not a barrier to competing
on tour. After all, Martina Navratilova won a singles match at the
All England Club aged 47.

Should Williams request a wildcard for either Wimbledon, where
she is a five-time singles champion, or for the US Open, where
she won the singles title twice, it seems unlikely it would be
rejected.

Fashion is a big part of Williams’ life and she was at Paris
Fashion Week two weeks ago - one of the reasons she did not
play in Indian Wells.

She owns the interior design company V Starr but, even though
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Caribbean Development
Bank Forecasts Moderate
Economic Growth in 2025
Amid Global and Domestic
Risks

B R I D G E T O W N ,
BARBADOS: The
Caribbean Development
Bank (CDB) projects regional
economic growth of 2.5% in
2025, excluding Guyana, with
overall growth reaching 4.6%
when Guyanas oil-driven
expansion is factored in.
Despite a steady outlook,
CDBs Director of Economics,
Mr. Ian Durant cautioned that
challenges such as geopolitical
tensions, climate risks, and the
inability to execute critical
infrastructure projects in a
timely manner could impact
economic performance.

infrastructure spending
increased. While debt levels
increased in nominal terms, the
regional debt-to-GDP ratio
declined to 50.9% from 55.6%
in 2023, and five BMCs -
Anguilla, Barbados, Belize,
Jamaica, and Suriname -
received sovereign credit rating
upgrades.

Economic expansion in 2025
is expected to be driven by
continued strength in tourism
and construction. Service-
exporting economies are
forecasted to grow by 2.2%,
while commodity exporters are
set to gain momentum.
However, risks remain,
including potential slowdowns
in major trading partners,
geopolitical uncertainty, and
climate-related disruptions.
Delays in infrastructure
execution could also dampen
growth.

“To sustain growth,
countries must accelerate
structural reforms and execute

infrastructure projects
efficiently,” the chief economist
advised. “Policy consistency
and resilience-building
measures will be critical in
navigating uncertainties.”

The CDB highlights three
key areas for action in 2025:

- Investing in Climate
Resilience particularly disaster
preparedness and climate-
proofing infrastructure.

- A c c e l e r a t i n g
economic diversification by
modernising trade
infrastructure and the
institutional framework that
supports and regulates

businesses.
- Increasing fiscal

discipline through sound fiscal
policies and institutional reforms
to ensure sustainable growth
and debt stability.

“The Caribbean’s path
forward demands bold action,”
Mr. Durant emphasised. “The
CDB remains committed to
supporting its member countries
with financial resources,
technical expertise, and
strategic guidance.”

To provide further insights,
the CDB will publish a
Caribbean Economic Review
and Outlook in April 2025.

Addressing the Banks
Annual News Conference on
March 19, 2025, Mr. Durant
said, “While the Caribbean
economy is set for continued
expansion, sustaining growth
will require strategic policy
action. Strengthening resilience
to climate change, taking steps
to facilitate the diversification
of foreign exchange earning
activity, and maintaining sound
fiscal management must
remain top priorities.”

Regional GDP growth,
excluding Guyana, slowed to
1.7% in 2024 from 2.5% in
2023, as post-pandemic
recovery momentum eased.
Fifteen of CDB’s Borrowing
Member Countries (BMCs)
surpassed pre-pandemic output
levels. Guyana led regional
performance with a 43.5%
expansion, while Haiti
remained in crisis, suffering its
sixth economic contraction due
partly to political instability and
inflationary pressures. Service-
exporting economies
experienced a slowdown, with

growth at 1.6% compared to
2.8% in 2023. Tourism arrivals
remained strong, exceeding
pre-pandemic levels in several
BMCs, while construction was
another key economic driver,
bolstered by infrastructure
investments and private-sector
developments.

While inflation moderated,
and unemployment declined in
most countries, Hurricane
Beryl’s devastation across
multiple BMCs underscored the
region’s vulnerability to climate
shocks. Fiscal positions
strengthened, with most BMCs
achieving primary surpluses,
though public sector wages and

667-4661
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Azul Cayon Rockets Take the
Lead in NBGC Premier
League Table After Dominant
Victory

Basseterre, St. Kitts - March 16, 2025 - The Azul Cayon Rockets have surged to the top of
the NBGC Premier League table on goal difference following a commanding 3-0 victory over Jones
Group Sandy Point FC on Saturday, March 15, at Warner Park. The win places Cayon level on nine
points with SOL IAS Conaree FC but with a superior goal difference of +8 compared to Conaree’s
+7.
Match Summary: Azul Cayon Rockets 3 - 0 Jones Group Sandy Point(Halftime Score:
2-0 in favor of Cayon)
Scorers for Cayon Rockets:
* Ahmalie Dyer (own goal by Sandy Point) - 3rd minute
* Mervin Lewis (penalty kick) - 27th minute
* Raheem Davis - 59th minute

Notably, the Azul Cayon Rockets have yet to concede a goal in four matches, highlighting their
defensive prowess. Assistant Coach Valentine Anthony expressed his satisfaction with the team’s
performance, emphasizing their disciplined approach and consistency on the field. “For us to keep
going like this, I think it all depends on the training, coming from the training ground, how we train
and how we deal with our players, when to rest players and when to play players; those sort of
stuff,” he said.

Assistant Coach of Sandy Point, Lydia Liburd, acknowledged the setback but remained optimistic,
stating that the team will regroup and move forward. “The game plan that we utilised was not really
implemented and so that would cost us the first two goals. We came back out in the second half and
we tried something different and we were able to do better. So I think we just have to work on that,”
she said.

Other Weekend Results:
SL Horsfords St. Pauls United 3 - 1 Tropical Blossom Hot Spring Bath United(Halftime
Score: 2-1 in favor of St. Pauls)
Scorers for St. Pauls:
* Veto Morgan - 38th minute
* Keithroy Freeman - 39th & 55th minutes
Scorer for Bath:
* Rocco Browne - 36th minute
Red Card:
* Jalden Myers (Bath) - 51st minute

MFCR United Old Road Jets 0 - 1 SOL Island Auto Conaree(Halftime Score: 0-0)

Scorer for Conaree:
* Javern Matthew (penalty kick) - 79th minute

Rams Village Superstars 4 - 0 Elco Ltd Security Forces
(Halftime Score: 1-0 in favor of Rams Village Superstars)
Scorers for Village:
* Kimaree Roger (hat trick) - 15th, 62nd & 70th minutes
* G’Vaune Amory - 67th minute

Development Bank St. Peters 5 - 0 Mantab
(Halftime Score: 2-0 in favor of

Development Bank St. Peters)
Scorers for St. Peters:
* Shevene Boston (hat trick) - 7th, 67th & 70th minutes
* Jausean Jeffers - 45+2 minutes
* Kirkland Harris - 90+3 minutes

As the NBGC Premier League action intensifies, fans eagerly
anticipate the next round of matches, with teams looking to solidify
their positions in the standings.

Action between Development Bank St. Peters FC and Mantab on Sunday March 16, 2025 at Warner
Park.

SKN Athletics
Announces
Postponement Of
2025 RAMS
Interprimary And
TCD Tnterschool
Track & Field
Championships

Basseterre, St. Kitts - [18th March 2025] - The St.
Kitts & Nevis Athletics Association (SKN Athletics) regrets to
announce that the highly anticipated Rams Inter-Primary School
Championship and the TDC Interschool Championships have
been postponed until further notice.

This difficult decision comes after extensive deliberations
with key stakeholders, including the Ministries of Education and
Sports in both St. Kitts and Nevis, as well as principals and
athletic coordinators from primary and secondary schools across
the Federation. Despite exhaustive eff orts to finalize a feasible
date and secure a suitable venue, these critical logistics remain
unresolved.

SKN Athletics remains committed to ensuring that our young
athletes have a fair and competitive platform to showcase their
talents. We understand the significance of these events in
fostering national pride, athletic development, and school spirit.
As such, we continue to work diligently with all relevant parties
to confi rm a new date and venue that will uphold the integrity
and high standards of these championships.

We appreciate the patience and understanding of athletes,
parents, coaches, and the wider public as we navigate these
challenges. Rest assured, our priority is to provide an optimal
and safe environment for all participants. We are optimistic
that a resolution will be reached soon and will provide timely
updates as new information becomes available.
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