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Where is Janelika
Romney?

The Labour Spokesman

The question that hangs heavy in the air across St.
Kitts and Nevis is one that no family, no community,
and certainly no nation should ever have to ask-
Where is Janelika Romney?
It has now been several days since the 15-year-old
went missing, and the longer the silence, the more
the anxiety grows. The nation is holding its breath,
hoping and praying for the safe return of this child.
Communities across the island are in suspense,
straining for any sign-any whisper-that she might be
okay. But amid the confusion, frustration, and
unanswered questions, a family's pain deepens with
every passing hour.
Janelika is not just a name in the news or a trending
topic online. She is a daughter, a student, a friend.
She is a life full of dreams, laughter, and potential.
And she is now the center of what can only be
described as a national crisis of conscience. Because
how did we get to a place where a teenager could
vanish and not a single trace-no clothing, no
belongings, no reliable footage-can yet confirm her
whereabouts?

A recent search party, led by concerned citizens and
supported by the police, turned up nothing
conclusive. Not even a single item linked to Janelika.
Yet the police have stated that they possess “credible
information” suggesting she is still alive. This
announcement, rather than easing fears, has raised
eyebrows. Many have taken to social media to
question the transparency and timing of such a
revelation, while others are clinging to that one line
of hope-that Janelika is out there, somewhere, and
can be found.
As this case unfolds, social media has turned into
both a place of solidarity and a battlefield of
judgment. Most painfully, Janelika’s mother has had
to address a wave of criticism and harsh comments
from those choosing to speculate and cast blame
rather than uplift and support. In a raw, emotional
live video, she defended herself  against the negativity,
reminding us that at the center of this tragedy is not
public opinion, but a child still unaccounted for.
This is not the time for cruelty. This is not the time for
speculation or character assassination. This is the
time for unity. The time for truth. The time to amplify
the question that matters most: Where is Janelika
Romney?
Authorities must be relentless, families must be
supported, and communities must remain vigilant.

Every parent must see their own child in Janelika. Every citizen must imagine how
different life would feel if  it were their loved one who vanished.
Let this not become a matter covered under social media distractions and alike. Let
the urgency remain, let the effort multiply, and let those responsible-whether by
action or inaction-be held accountable.
Because a nation that cannot protect its children is a nation in crisis. And until
Janelika comes home, we are all still missing a part of ourselves.
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Assistant Top
Cop Highlights
Safety Measures
Music Festival 
BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Thursday 26  June 2025)-As
anticipation builds for the annual St. Kitts Music
Festival, Assistant Commissioner of Police (ACP)
Adolph Adams laid out key safety protocols to ensure
the well-being of all patrons. 
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Speaking at the Music Festival’s daily press conference
held on Thursday, June 26, 2025, at the St. Kitts
Marriott Resort, ACP Adams urged the public to
remain vigilant and cooperate with law enforcement
and event security teams.
“As you leave your house, the safety and comfort of
your house, and you come to the festival venue, our job
is to ensure that you remain safe in our surroundings,”
ACP Adams stated. “Our team comprises law
enforcement, private security, medical, and also fire
services. As I said earlier, our job is to ensure that
patrons who attend the venue remain safe and also to
ensure that your premises remain safe as well...”
While emphasizing the festive nature of the event,
ACP Adams reminded patrons to remain alert. “As
you party the event at the venue, I would want to
encourage persons who come to the venue, even
though it's a festive area, we still want you to be aware
of your surroundings,” he said. “We want you to be
alert and make our job easy and to ensure that you as
well remain safe. If  you see anything suspicious or you
hear anything suspicious, the first order of business
would be to report it.”
ACP Adams encouraged festival-goers to use the
buddy system, especially for those unfamiliar with the
island. “You have a job to play and safety and security
team, we also have a job to play. I would want to
encourage you as well to adopt a buddy system. I don’t
want you to- a lot of persons are here on the island for
the first time, and you may not know your
surroundings, and I would encourage you to establish
a buddy system. Stay close to your friends and your
loved ones,” he advised.
Given the large crowd expected, patrons were urged to
have pre-arranged meeting points. “If  you get lost for
some reason, because thousands of people would be at
the venue, establish a point where you can meet that
people don’t have to be up and down looking for you.
You’ve got to establish a point where you can
rendezvous and meet and get back together.”
He also highlighted the importance of familiarizing
oneself  with the venue layout. “When you get at the
venue, it is very important to know the exits, which will
be highlighted. It is very important as well to know the
medical station because we are going to be consuming a
lot of alcohol. A lot of heat is going to be in the area
and people got to understand that emergencies will
happen so know your medical emergency stations.”

Cash Reward Part
of Investigation in
Tracking Down
Missing Teen
BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS (21 June 2025)-The
Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police Force
(RSCNPF) has announced a cash reward of EC
$7,000 for credible information that leads to the
location of missing 15-year-old Janelika Romney
who was last seen over five (5) days ago.
Ronmey, a resident of New Guinea and a
student of Verchilds High School, was last seen
on Monday 16th June 2025, around 3:40 PM,
wearing her Verchilds High School uniform. She
is described as brown-skinned, approximately 5
feet tall with a slim build, brown eyes, and black
locs.
In a public statement issued on Saturday 21
June, the RSCNPF revealed that they are
actively investigating the case and believe that
Janelika is alive. 
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“We have credible reason to believe that Janelika
is alive and has been in contact with several
individuals, including persons well known to
her,” the statement read. “However, many of
those spoken to during the course of this
investigation have been misleading or far less
than forthcoming. This insensitive lack of
cooperation has delayed progress and continues
to hinder our efforts to ensure Janelika’s safety
and well-being.”
Police are appealing to the public for any
information that may assist in confirming her
location or movements since June 16th. 
“Should you have any information that can
assist us in finding Janelika, we urge you to
contact the nearest Police station soonest. All
tips will be handled with strict confidentiality.”
The police also issued a warning: “If  you are
harbouring her or know someone who is,
understand this: your silence is not protection; it
is obstruction of justice and an iron-clad
guarantee that you will be prosecuted to the 

fullest extent permitted by law
when we catch you - and we
will.”
Meanwhile, Prime Minister and
Minister of National Security,
Hon. Dr. Terrance Drew,
expressed concern over the
situation in a statement posted
to social media. “I have been in
constant communication with
the Commissioner about the
whereabouts of Janelika
Romney. No stone will be left
unturned in finding her
whereabouts!”

Photo: Janelika Romney
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Cash Reward Part of Investigation in Tracking Down
Missing Teen
He encouraged: “I urge everyone,
especially those in and around New
Guinea, to remain alert and report any
information to the nearest police
station. Your assistance could make all
the difference. The police continue to
work very closely with Janelika’s family
and the community.” 
Let us act with urgency and
compassion. We are all praying for
Janelika’s safe return.”
Parliamentary Representative for
Constituency #4 Samal Duggins, in a
statement issued on 19th June said in
part: “I am deeply troubled by the news
of 15-year-old Janelika Romney’s
disappearance…As a father, a leader,
and a member of this community, I
share in the concern and distress that
this news brings. I urge everyone
especially those in and around New
Guinea to remain vigilant and do
everything possible to assist the police
in locating Janelika.

If  you have seen anything or
know something that could help,
I strongly encourage you to speak
up. No detail is too small. Please
contact the nearest police station.
Your information will be treated
with the utmost confidentiality.
To Janelika’s family: my thoughts
are with you during this
agonizing time. I am committed
to doing all I can to support
efforts to bring her home safely.
Let us come together as a
community and help find
Janelika.”
A search party dubbed ‘HELP
US FIND JANELIKA
ROMNEY’ was held on Saturday
21  June at  6:00AM with the
New Guinea Boat Yard being the
starting point.
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Photo: Section of search party gathered at the New Guinea Boat Yard on Saturday 21  June  (credit: Facebook/Hon.SamalDuggins)  st

 Official Missing Person Bulletin 

ACP Adams stressed, “Stay hydrated.
Don’t just drink alcohol like some
people, drink water as well. That would
make the job of the security [and]
medical personnel a bit easier.”
Addressing behavior at the festival,
Adams noted, “There will be zero
tolerance to harassment,
discrimination and aggressive
behaviour. This is not J’ouvert
morning. This is Music Festival. And I
mean be respectful to people as well as
we try to ensure that you remain safe
and secure.”
He confirmed that standard security
checks would be in effect. “There
would be screening upon entrance to
the venue. This is not to harass anyone.
Ladies, your bags would be checked as
usual. This is protocol that must be
adhered to upon entry.”

He urged patrons to ensure their phones are
charged: “I would like to also encourage each
and every one to ensure that your phone is fully
charged when you're coming to the venue... If
there are emergencies, you need to contact
people...”
On transportation, Adams noted:
“Transportation would be at Port Zante for the
general admission and we want to ensure 

that as you journey through Basseterre to the
venue that you are safe. So measures will be in
place to ensure that as you make your way to the
festival venue that you are safe.”
ACP Adams ended his address with a final word
of caution: “Drink responsibly. I know there will
be a lot of alcohol on the venue, especially in
those VIPs, and I know what can happen after
people get drunk and we are traveling home. I
also want to encourage you to establish a
designated driver. We want to ensure that you
come to our venue safe and you reach to your
final destination safe.”

Front Page Photo: Assistant Commissioner of
Police (ACP) Adolph Adams (Left) seen while
making remarks at day one St.Kitts Music Festival
Press Conference held on Thursday 26  June 2025
held at the St.Kitts Marriott Hotel. ACP Travis
Rogers seen next to him. 
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Prime Minister Drew Clarifies: No Formal
U.S. Travel Ban on Saint Kitts and Nevis;
Government Proactively Engaged in
Diplomatic Channels
Basseterre, Saint Kitts, June 23, 2025 (PMO) —Prime Minister of
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Honourable Dr. Terrance M. Drew, has
reaffirmed that the Government has not received any formal
communication from the United States of America regarding reports
of an impending travel restriction or ban on citizens of Saint Kitts and
Nevis.
Addressing the matter during an interview on The Edge on ZIZ Radio,
Prime Minister Drew assured the public that, despite reports being
circulated, his administration has not been officially notified of any
such decision by the U.S. government.
“This administration has received no official notice of any travel ban or
restriction on our citizens. From the moment we saw the reports, we
moved immediately through all appropriate diplomatic channels. I put
out communication to inform our people that we had not been formally
informed about such a list, and therefore, as we get information, we
would inform our people and keep them updated,” Dr. Drew stated.
Prime Minister Drew went further to explain the steps
undertaken by the Government to seek clarification.
“Immediately, Foreign Affairs got activated. I got in touch with the
Embassy of the United States of America in Barbados to get
clarification. At that time, the embassy indicated that they had not
received any formal communication about this so-called list. In addition
to that, our Ambassador to the United States and OAS, Her Excellency
Jacinth Henry-Martin, she and I spoke on the matter, and a meeting was
held with the State Department to seek clarification as to what this is
about.”
He confirmed that the U.S. State Department is currently awaiting an
update from the Embassy in Barbados regarding the matter and
reiterated that no formal position has been conveyed to the
Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis to date. “Has it been circulating?
Yes. Has it been concerning? Yes. But we have been working the
diplomatic channels from day one to deal with this matter, and to deal
with it even proactively.”

The Prime Minister also reaffirmed the strong relationship between the
Federation and the United States. “We have an excellent relationship
with the United States of America, a relationship that spans decades...
Many of our citizens would have had tremendous positive impact on the
development of the United States of America.”

FRIDAY, JUNE  27 2025

Prime Minister Drew emphasized his administration’s ongoing
commitment to provide timely and factual information to citizens,
noting that “as far as I can report now, everything is normal. Our
people can travel to the United States. They can apply for a visa to the
United States of America. Everything remains totally normal.”



VISIT US AT DORSET VILLAGE, BASSETERRE, ST.KITTS

Now accepting children ages 0-3 years for September 2025 term

ATTENTION ALL PARENTS/GUARDIANS

ENROLLMENT OPEN

1-869-665-4252

rlbradshawdaycarecentre@gmail.com
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MOE SUCCESSFULLY CONCLUDES 2025 PRE-
SERVICE TRAINING SESSIONS
Basseterre: St. Kitts, Tuesday, June 24, 2025:  Forty-five (45) individuals
received certificates of completion from the Ministry of Education on
Tuesday, June 26.

“I was very happy to be placed around such like-minded people.
Allow me to speak for all prospective teachers when I say we were
truly transformed under the theme - Transforming Education
through Self  Renewal, Holistic Partnerships and Digital
Solutions. Every session was informative and engaging”, shared
Demario.

FRIDAY, JUNE  27 2025

Addressing the aspiring teachers, Chief Education Officer, Mr. Francil
Morris, remarked,
“I wish to extend my sincerest gratitude to each and every one of you for
your endurance, your focus and of course your full participation. Your
commitment over these past days has not only justified your willingness to
be a part of our profession [teaching], but it is an indication of your
readiness to step into the most critical role in our nation, and that is
educating our students. Reflect on the journey you have begun and remain
confident in the direction that you are heading.”
 Demario Willett and Sonija Abraham expressed gratitude and
reflected on their experience, respectively.
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Ongoing Drainage Works
in Charlestown Underscore
NIA’s Commitment to
Infrastructure Resilience 
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NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS (June 23, 2025)-The Nevis Island
Administration (NIA), through the Ministry of Works, continues to
prioritize critical infrastructure upgrades across the island, with
particular focus on resolving longstanding drainage issues in
Charlestown.
 

Improvement works are currently underway in the Low Street area,
particularly near the vicinity of Fanny’s Variety Store. These efforts
aim to enhance road safety, minimize flood risks, and ensure
accessibility for all road users.  
The Honourable Spencer Brand, Minister of Works, noted that the
initiative is part of a broader strategy to address problem areas
within the capital. 
“Recently we’ve had some issues with our drainage culvert in that
area and we took the decision to have that drain completely
reconstructed,” he said. “We are also ensuring that we reconstruct
the culvert across the island main road directly across from Fanny’s
Variety Store. We believe that this will help with the drainage
challenges we are currently facing in that area.”
Minister Brand expressed appreciation to the general public for their
cooperation and understanding as the work progresses. 

(cont’d on next page)
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“I want to thank the motorists for their patience and understanding
while the work is being undertaken,” he said.
He also commended the Public Works Department for their dedicated
service as they continue to deal with some of the drainage and culvert
issues currently being faced in Charlestown.

The NIA remains steadfast in its commitment to building a resilient
and sustainable infrastructure network, equipped to handle both
present demands and future challenges.
Photo caption: Nevis Island Administration Public Works Department
carries out drainage repairs along Low Street, Charlestown

(cont’d from previous page)
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PRIMARY SCHOOL EDUCATORS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE
COMMONWEALTH OF LEARNING MATHEMATICS TRAINING
SESSIONS

Basseterre: St. Kitts, Thursday, June 26, 2025:  Twenty-five (25)
teachers from primary schools across the Federation of St. Kitts and
Nevis acquired their certification of completion for the
Commonwealth of Learning (COL): Advancing Caribbean Teachers
(ACT) in Mathematics Training sessions on Wednesday, June 25.
Dr. Tricia Esdaille, Senior Assistant Secretary within the Ministry of
Education commended the participants,

Advancing Caribbean Teachers in Mathematics. Teachers, having
completed this course of study, I hope that you have fully embraced the
fact that, to master your craft – teaching, you can never stop learning.”
Professor Peter Scott, President and CEO, COL, reassured graduates,

Mr. Francil Morris, Chief Education Officer and Project Focal Point
to COL applauded the graduands and expressed gratitude to COL,

“Today we celebrate more than the completion of a programme.We
celebrate your vision, your resilience and your shared commitment to
reimagining Mathematics education in St. Kitts and Nevis. Your
engagement across this virtual classroom, communities of practice and
collaborative exchanges has not only deepened your professional
competences, but it has strengthened the culture of shared learning that
spans across borders.”

“On behalf  of the office of the Permanent Secretary, I extend
congratulations to the teachers who have completed the Moodel:

“Today’s ceremony signifies more than just an ending; it is a celebration
of a crucial step forward in our Federation’s educational development
and provides us with an opportunity to express deep appreciation to the
Commonwealth of Learning, whose collaboration has perfectly aligned
with the Ministry of Education’s dedication to transforming education
through digital solutions and holistic partnerships. On behalf  of the
Ministry of Education, the government and people of the twin-island
Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis, I extend my profound gratitude to the
Commonwealth of Learning (COL) for its unwavering dedication to
fortifying human resource capacity in small island developing states such
as ours.”
The ceremony of recognition was held at the CUNA Caribbean
Conference Room in St. Kitts.



Womb lining test offers
miscarriage hope to women

Charlie Beattie holds her nine-week-old baby in her arms after many years of miscarriages

Philippa Roxby
Health Reporter, BBC News

A tiny miracle'
Charlie Beattie, 37, had countless early miscarriages
over the course of four years, to the point where "a
positive pregnancy test wasn't exciting any more", she
says.
She and her husband Sam, from Leamington Spa, felt
devastated and resigned to considering other options
for having a family.
Then they found out about at a trial taking place at the
miscarriage research centre.
Charlie had a sample of her womb taken, and the new
test showed it was not "hospitable for babies", she says.
After taking the drug sitagliptin for three months, she
had a pregnancy which finally stuck - and nine-week-
old June is the joyful result.
"She's a tiny miracle. It doesn't feel real," says Charlie.
She admits being anxious all the way through her
pregnancy until June was safely in her arms.
Even the pregnancy scans were a new experience.
"We'd never seen anything on a scan before that
moved," she says. "When they said 'I can see it, it's in
the right place', we both burst into tears."
Anyone can refer themselves to the clinic, but it has a
long waiting list and funding issues mean patients must
contribute to the cost of the test.
Dr Jyotsna Vohra, director of research at Tommy's,
said care and treatment for those who experience
pregnancy or baby loss varied unacceptably across the
UK.
"There should be no barriers to accessing any test or
treatment that has been proven to make a difference.
"We hope NHS decision-makers will look carefully at
the results of the Coventry pilot project and consider
rolling this test out nationwide, so that everyone who
might benefit has that opportunity."
Dr Muter says the next step is to use the test to assess
potential drug treatments. Sitagliptin, usually used to
treat diabetes, is one option for womb lining issues but
doesn't work for everyone. More research is needed to
find out if  there are other existing drugs which could
be used as treatments, she added.
With 80% of drugs not tested on pregnant women, it's
unclear which ones might be effective.
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UK scientists say they have developed a test which can help identify women with an
abnormal womb lining that increases their risk of miscarriage.
They say their work could pave the way for new treatments for those going through
repeated pregnancy loss.
In some women with a history of miscarriage, the womb lining doesn't react the way
it should - transforming into a supportive place for the embryo to implant, the
University of Warwick team discovered.
Charities say the findings could help provide an explanation, in some cases, for the
trauma and devastation of recurrent miscarriage.
Around one in six of all pregnancies are lost, most before twelve weeks, and each
miscarriage increases the risk of another one happening.
To date, most research in this area has focused on the quality of the embryo, with
much less known about the role of the womb lining.
Dr Jo Muter, study author and researcher at Warwick Medical School, said: "Many
women are told they've just had 'bad luck', but our findings show that the womb itself
may be setting the stage for pregnancy loss, even before conception takes place."
The job of the womb lining is to receive the embryo and help it develop during
pregnancy, thanks to a reaction which converts cells into a different, supportive state.
But when that reaction is messed up and doesn't fully happen, the risk of bleeding and
early pregnancy loss rises.
Once a woman has had one faulty reaction, she is more likely to have another, the
researchers say.
'They've developed a new test which can measure signs of a healthy or defective
reaction in the womb lining, which is being piloted to help more than 1,000 patients at
Tommy's National Centre for Miscarriage Research at University Hospital Coventry
& Warwickshire (UHCW).

Jamaica launches first-ever Health Labour
Market Analysis
WITH THE leadership of the Ministry of Health and Wellness (MOHW), through its
Policy, Planning and Development Division, Jamaica launched its first Health Labour
Market Analysis (HLMA), marking a major step forward in efforts to strengthen the
workforce of the national health system. (cont’d on page 13)
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Why your old mobile
phone may be
polluting Thailand

-

Gideon Long, Business reporter (BBC News)
Reporting from Chon Buri, Thailand

At an industrial site in eastern Thailand, Thitipas Choddaechachainun
sifts through mounds of scrap metal, circuit boards and old computer
keyboards in a cavernous warehouse beside a busy highway.
Like forensic scientists, she and her team of inspectors from Thailand's
industry ministry take samples of the waste and carefully bag it up to be
taken away for analysis.
"A lot of this is clearly electronic waste and the company that owns this
site doesn't have a licence to process it," she concludes. "This is a
growing problem in Thailand."

Ms Choddaechachainun is the head of a ministry task force trying
to get to grips with Thailand's e-waste problem.
Each week, she and her team head out to raid these unlicenced
plants, which have popped up in recent years, mostly in rural areas,
out of sight of the authorities.
But despite their efforts, the problem keeps growing.
In the past, China was a major recipient of electronic waste. Tonnes
of it were shipped across the world, mostly from Western countries,
to be dumped there and recycled cheaply.

But in 2018, Beijing banned imports. That forced shippers to look
elsewhere and many of them alighted on Thailand and other
countries in south-east Asia.

Thailand introduced its own import ban in 2020 but it has not solved
the problem. The amount of electronic waste flooding into the
country has increased twentyfold in the past decade, from around
3,000 tonnes a year before the Chinese ban to 60,000 now, according
to environmental group Earth Thailand. (cont’d on page 15)
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The Thai government is sending out inspectors to raid unlicenced recycling facilities The inspectors take samples for further study
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Mikyle Louis Makes
History as West Indies
Championship Player of
the Year

 - SPORTS -

 

NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS (June 19, 2025) - TheNevis
IslandThe St. Kitts Cricket Association (SKCA) is elated to
announce that Mr. Mikyle Louis, one of our very own, has
been honoured with the prestigious West Indies Championship
Player of the Year award at the 2025 CWI/WIPA Awards Gala,
held on Sunday, 22nd June, 2025 in Barbados.
During the 2023–2024 West Indies Championship season,
Mikyle’s performance was nothing short of phenomenal. He
emerged as the tournament’s leading run-scorer., In 7 matches,
Mikyle amassed 682 runs at an impressive average of 48.71,
recording three centuries and four half-centuries, including two
centuries on home soil at Warner Park.
This remarkable achievement marks a historic first for St. Kitts
—Mikyle is the first cricketer from the island to receive this
distinguished title. It is a proud moment not only for the SKCA
but also for the entire island and the nation of St. Kitts and
Nevis.
The St. Kitts Cricket Association extends heartfelt
congratulations to Mikyle Louis, his family, and his coaches on
this incredible milestone. We invite all members of the cricket
community to join us in celebrating his success, which
continues to inspire young players across the Federation.
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Photo Caption:St. Kitts’ cricket stars shine at the 2025
CWI/WIPA Awards Gala — Mikyle Louis, West Indies
Championship Player of the Year, shares a proud moment with
fellow rising talent Jahzara Claxton
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The launch took place during an inaugural meeting of the Technical
Working Group (TWG) for the HLMA, which is being carried out with
support and collaboration from the Planning Institute of Jamaica
(PIOJ) and the different levels of the Pan American Health
Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO).
This is the first HLMA of its kind in the Caribbean and Latin America.
The initiative aims to provide a comprehensive picture of Jamaica’s
health labour market, examining supply and demand, workforce
distribution, and the key factors that influence performance and
retention. It will explore how health professionals enter and leave the
system, where they are deployed, how they are compensated, and the
reasons they choose to stay in the country or migrate.
The HLMA will also consider strategies to attract and retain health
professionals, ensure sufficient training capacity, and support returning
healthcare workers who wish to re-enter the local system.
The Jamaica HLMA is a follow-up to the series of trainings, both
virtual and in-person, including a 2024 face-to-face training for the
Caribbean subregion, which took place in Trinidad and Tobago.
Like other small island developing states, Jamaica faces significant health
workforce challenges. These include the migration of skilled personnel,
particularly nurses, midwives, and specialists, as well as migration within the
country, which draws professionals toward urban centres, leaving rural clinics
and hospitals understaffed.
These trends have increased pressure on the country’s health system and
threaten progress towards universal health, the Sustainable Development
Goals, and the national objectives outlined in the Vision for Health 2030
Strategy.
Speaking at the launch, Ian Stein, PAHO/WHO representative for Jamaica,
said the HLMA will provide Jamaica with the data needed to improve
workforce planning.

 “This analysis provides Jamaica with essential data to better
understand its health workforce landscape. With these insights,
the country is now better positioned to plan strategically, fill
critical gaps, and make informed investments in workforce
development that will strengthen the health system for years to
come,” Stein said.
Stein also commended the ministry’s decision to undertake the
analysis, describing it as a strong signal of commitment to long-
term health system strengthening and a critical step towards
aligning health worker competencies with population needs,
improving retention, and ensuring a more equitable distribution
of staff.
This first face-to-face meeting with the members of the TWG for
the HLMA included a sensitisation on what the HLMA means
for the Jamaican context, and a review of the terms of reference
for the TWG, the policy questions guiding the HLMA, and
guidance for related support.
During the meeting, PAHO/WHO reaffirmed its commitment to
supporting the MOHW, the PIOJ, and other partners in using the
HLMA findings to bring about meaningful improvements in
healthcare delivery across the island.
The work ahead of the Core Working Group and TWG should
result in the alignment of training programmes with required
competencies, expanded capacity to produce the requisite number
of healthcare workers, identification of key strategies to attract
and retain workers, and support for the reintegration of those
returning to Jamaica.
Inevitably, the analysis will yield valuable insights and practical
recommendations to support more effective workforce planning
and implementation, improved education, and investment, with
the ultimate goal of improving the quality of care in Jamaica.

Jamaica launches first-ever
Health Labour Market Analysis

(cont’d from page -11)
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“This experience was one like no other, true to the theme - Transforming

Education through Self Renewal, Holistic Partnerships and Digital Solutions. I

have been exposed to a new view of teaching. We have all received the tools

needed to truly be an inspiration to our students,” shared Sonija.

The Labour Spokesman FRIDAY, JUNE  27 2025  - CLASSFIED ADS -

MOE SUCCESSFULLY CONCLUDES 2025 PRE-
SERVICE TRAINING SESSIONS 

(cont’d from page 7)



"Thailand is not getting anything from these businesses,"
Thai industry minister Akanat Promphan tells the BBC
in Bangkok.
"There's no value to the economy, it destroys the
environment, it poses threats and endangers the
livelihood of the people. That's why I've formed a special
task force to engage in a full-on crackdown on these
businesses."
He says the unlicenced recycling plants, many of which are
Chinese-owned, have created "a sort of a garbage site - an
international garbage processing facility - in Thailand".
Once the e-waste arrives in Thailand and reaches the sites,
it is fed into giant crushing machines which reduce it to a
kind of gravel. It is then smelted to retrieve the valuable
metal.
Promphan says most of that metal is then exported to
China.
The environmental impact of this business can be
devastating.

15 -BUSINESS- The Labour Spokesman

Why your old
mobile phone may
be polluting
Thailand
(cont’d on page 15)

Farmer Seng Wongsena says that pollution from a recycling plant has harmed his crops

Much of it comes from the US and the European Union,
where consumers update their mobile phones and
computers relatively frequently, and where per-capita use
of electrical goods like fridges and washing machines is
high.
Even though most Western countries have laws in place
to prevent the dumping of e-waste in other countries,
there are ways round them. Some waste, for example, is
deliberately mislabelled as "second-hand electronic goods
for re-sale", only to be smashed up, recycled and smelted
once it reaches its destination.
That smelting is a dirty business, releasing mercury, lead
and toxic fumes into the environment. But it is also
lucrative, producing millions of dollars worth of copper,
gold and other valuable metals and minerals.

On his small plot of land in eastern Thailand, 57-year-old Seng Wongsena tells the
BBC that polluted water running from a nearby smelter has blighted his cassava
harvest. "The plants don't flower like they used to," he says, complaining that the
smell from the smelter is so bad that it keeps him awake at night.
Local environmentalists say the plant is operating illegally and have urged the local
authorities to shut it down.
International environmentalists are campaigning on these issues too.
"Thailand has really borne the brunt of so much," says Jim Puckett, executive
director of the Basel Action Network, an NGO that campaigns against the
shipment of toxic waste. "If  you import this very dirty material for recycling you
were going to contaminate your soil, your people."
Thailand's fight against e-waste is part of a much larger global problem.
According to the United Nations, the world produces over 60 million tonnes of
electrical and electronic waste each year – twice as much as 15 years ago. That figure
is projected to grow by more than 30% by the end of the decade.
Less than a quarter of it is collected and recycled responsibly, the UN says. And the
rate of recycling is failing to keep up with the rate at which we are generating it.
Some countries have introduced laws to make the manufacturers of electronic goods
– the likes of Apple, Samsung, Dell and Hewlett Packard – more responsible for
taking back gadgets once they have reached the end of their life and disposing of
them responsibly.
Thailand is planning to follow suit with a law of its own.
"I'm hoping for the enactment of this new legislation as soon as possible, maybe
towards the end of this year, maybe at the beginning of next year," Promphan says.
"I'm fully committed to take full actions against this illegal business and drive them
out completely."

FRIDAY, JUNE  27 2025
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MOOD MUSIC
FRONT PAGE IMAGE: Excited visitors and returning nationals arriving at Robert
L. Bradshaw International Airport during the week of the St.Kitts Music Festival
(Thursday 26  to Saturday 28  June 2025) were greeted with a vibrant display of
local culture through rhythmic movements of local Masquerades troupe, setting the
tone for the annual festivity . A music moment scene captured on Thursday 26  June
2025 highlights current the party mood in the Federation. (Spokesman Snap)
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