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United Under
One Flag: Break
Political Divide
Over National

Colours
For yet another year, as we bring September to a close-

a month that sees the celebration of both National Heroes
Day and Independence Day-it is the perfect time for
reflection. Our anthem so captures the essence of our
collective journey, “With God in all our struggles, St.
Kitts and Nevis be A nation bound together, With a
common destiny.” But what does that mean for us as a
people? Are we living up to this ideal, or are we allowing
divisions, particularly political ones, to fracture the
foundation of unity our forefathers envisioned?

The debate around wearing patriotic colours is a yearly
one, showing a deeper issue of how we view national
pride through the lens of political affiliation. When the
colours we wear are scrutinized and linked to political
parties, we lose sight of what they truly represent-our
nation. Why should the simple act of wearing a shirt or
any other clothing in the colours of our flag be so
politically charged? Shouldn’t we all be celebrating the
achievements and milestones of St. Kitts and Nevis
together, regardless of political affiliation?

This past Independence celebration, like those before,
has seen some citizens/residents refusing to wear colours

affiliated with political parties they do not
support. But isn’t it time we asked
ourselves, what do the colours of our flag
represent if not a united St. Kitts and
Nevis? Our red, green, yellow, black, and
white stand for the diversity and richness
of our beauty, heritage, struggles and
triumphs as one people. By refusing to
wear certain colours because of political
biases, we diminish our national pride,
reducing it to a political statement rather
than a celebration of our identity as a
united people.

Let us be colour blind politically when
it comes to national pride. Our future
depends on our ability to come together,
to work together toward common goals,
and to celebrate our achievements not
because of a political party, but because
of who we are as Kittitians and Nevisians.
We must strive to be a nation bound
together, with a common destiny, not just
in words, but in actions.

What do we want for our nation? We

want progress, peace, and prosperity for
all. But achieving that requires
togetherness. It requires us to rise above
political affiliations and recognize that
the betterment of St.Kitts and Nevis is a
collective responsibility. Let us embrace
our diversity of opinions, but let us also
stand firm in our commitment to work
together, for the good of our nation, our
people, and our future.
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Premier Brantley
Comments On AG
Social Media Speech
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Thursday, 26th September 2024) - Premier
Mark Brantley, has weighed in on recent comments made by Attorney General
Garth Wilkin in Parliament indicating that language aside, he agrees with the principle
of the matter spoken about.

 “The comments as I understand them, and I regret now that I was not in the
parliament at the time to hear them myself. I was in parliament that day, but I had
a commitment prior to the AG speaking. I have since seen some clips of what the
AG would have said, and it is not for me to defend the Honourable Attorney General
Garth Wilkin. He’s a learned man and he ought to know what language he should
employ in making the arguments that he seeks to make. What I will say, however,
is that his language aside- and it was flamboyant-, some may argue it was perhaps
extreme, but the language aside, the principle that the Attorney General spoke to is
one that I agree with. We have these devices called cell phones and sometimes I
feel that we need to have some classes to educate our people about them.”

Premier Brantley, a trained attorney, was quizzed about the publicly debatable
matter at his monthly press conference on Thursday 26th September 2024.

According to him: “If I was there, I would have reached across the island,
pulled his jacket and told him.. “Take it easy, don’t be so flamboyant’ but as I said
he has his own style and he would have been presenting but I think that there are
some mischievous people out there who are trying to say that it’s an attack on
freedom of speech it’s not attack on freedom of speech but our people need to
understand that the freedom of speech doesn’t mean that it’s freedom if all speech
was free we would have the law of defamation.

He expressed concern over the dangerous role social media plays in spreading
false or inflammatory information in an already tense environment where security
and personal safety are at risk.

“We cannot be putting things out there that can potentially put people at risk,”
he added, pointing out that these messages could lead to real-life consequences,
particularly given the current climate of gun violence.

He further noted the general misuse of technology, particularly social media, by
individuals to spread harmful and misleading content. “We use these instruments
and many of us find creative ways to use them to make mischief,” Premier Brantley
commented. He warned about the malicious use of platforms such as Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter (now X), TikTok, and WhatsApp to spread “absolute rubbish”
without any sense of responsibility or accountability.

Reflecting on the broader societal implications, Premier Brantley underscored
the potential for this behavior to create confusion and distrust among the public.
“We get to a point where sometimes people don’t know what is true and what is
false. They don’t know who to believe,” he stated, lamenting how social media is
being weaponized for the most “malicious purposes.”

Touching on the dangers of misinformation, he referred to the Attorney General’s
assertion that sharing harmful content is not just irresponsible but illegal.

“I believe what the Attorney General was trying to say is that those things are
actually illegal. I wonder if people understand that they commit a crime when they
forward these types of things.

Premier Brantley called for a societal shift toward responsible communication,
especially on digital platforms, warning of the destructive consequences of
unchecked social media use.

“We are not using social media to uplift each other, to share ideas, to have a
conversation that is meaningful. We are using it to destroy, to encourage retaliation
against some people,” Premier Brantley emphasized.

He cautioned that circulation of harmful content could lead to violence and
urged the public to be more thoughtful about their online behavior.

“As I said, his language was perhaps flamboyant, but he was trying to draw the
line because all of us saw and heard the various voice notes and comments that
were being sent out, and in an environment that is already difficult in terms of
security and personal safety, we cannot be putting things out there that can
potentially put people at risk. We don’t know who is hearing this and who might be
influenced by what they hear to say in an environment where gun violence is
prevalent and where guns seem to be easily accessible to some that they will take
it upon themselves to put harm to somebody. And we’re passing these things around
like how you pass around candy at Christmas...”

Front Page Photo: Premier of Nevis, Mark Brantley speaking at his
monthly press conference on Thursday 26th September 2024
(Screenshot:Facebook/NevisTelevision)

Rehabilitation Work On St.
Peter’s Main Road and F.T.
Williams Highway East
Progressing Apace

Basseterre, St. Kitts, September 25, 2024 (SKNIS): Construction crews
are working apace in St. Peter’s to construct a two-lane roundabout with four
access points, as the St. Peter’s Main Road Rehabilitation - F. T. Williams East
Project picks up pace.

The project will see the resurfacing of the 3.86-kilometer road from Ogees

The new St Peters Roundabout under construction

(cont’d on page 05)
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Ghaut in St. Peter’s to the Roundabout at Golden Rock. To date,
the road stretching from the bridge on the FT.. Williams Highway,
around the Shadwell roundabout and up to the security gate to the
R. L. Bradshaw International Airport has been completely
resurfaced. Sidewalks on both sides of the road above Bass Bakery
down to Carifesta Village have been installed, while a new retaining
wall stretches from the ATM in St. Peter’s to Carifesta Village.
New and in some cases upgraded drainage systems have also
been installed to ensure adequate water runoff.

Rock and Dirt Construction Limited is the primary contractor.
The company’s owner Alexis Hazel, noted that there are three
teams deployed at various points. One team is building a reinforced
retaining wall on the Eastern side of the road, another is conducting
the paving, while the third is working on constructing the roundabout
in the area by the Anglican church. The roundabout will feature
two lanes with four access points.

“This roundabout will be unique,” he stated, noting that the
area has to be expanded significantly to accommodate two traffic
lanes and four access points.

Rehabilitation Work On
St. Peter’s Main Road and
F.T. Williams Highway
East Progressing Apace

“I’m very excited by the
progress,” said Hazel, noting
that almost a mile of road has
been resurfaced in a few days.
“I’m happy to see how the
project is going and I think we
are going to finish this project
in record time.”

George Gilbert, Director of
the Public Works Department,
indicated that the pace of the
project is very important and his
department will be meeting
weekly with Mr. Hazel and his
team to accelerate the $31
million project now in its fourth
month.

In the meantime, Mr. Gilbert
reiterated advice for persons
using the public roads under
construction.

“We expect you to exercise
caution while using the area.
There will be inconveniences
and I want to urge you - to leave
home early so that you don’t

Alexis Hazel (right) with George Gilbert

lose any time,”  he stated. “In addition to that, the roads are dry at
this moment and you have a lot of dust flying. What we are
encouraging the contractor to do is to keep wetting the area.”

Mr. Gilbert stated that a careful balance will determine the
use of water on the project to ensure that persons with asthma
and other conditions are not affected by the excessive dust.

 A section of the newly paved road

Estimates are for most of the major works to be completed by
the second quarter of 2025 barring any unforeseen weather-related
setbacks or supply chain issues.

(cont’d from page 03)
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AG Says Sorry About
Tone, Not Passion
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday, 26th September 2024)- “Many
didn’t like my tone. Others liked my tone. Everyone is entitled to their opinions. To
those who felt I was rude, threatening, dictatorial, or intimidating in my tone, that
was not my intention whatsoever, and to those people, I unreservedly apologize,”

constitutional rights are subject to public safety and individual rights. Meaning, you
cannot just say any and everything about someone, especially if what you say
could cause them harm or to feel threatened.”

Wilkin indicated that the Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police Force
(RSCNPF) is actively investigating the rising number of complaints about unlawful
online communications. He expressed a desire for the public to be more mindful of
their actions.

“I told the country that we must do better in this great nation. We have two
choices - one, find the goodwill within our hearts to stop the practice of creating or
forwarding any harassing, threatening or vulgar photos, videos or posts using our
phones OR two, the RSCNPF has the power and authority to take action.”

The Attorney General addressed those attempting to use the situation for political
purposes.

“To those who are using this public debate for political gain, shame on you.”
He also reaffirmed his dedication to criminal justice reform and his deep

commitment to addressing the nation’s crime crisis. “If you think that I have no
passion for my role in criminal justice reform and fixing this crime crisis we have,
look at my work product. It speaks for itself. Every life lost to violence is one too
many. Every single one.”

Wilkin shared a personal reflection on the tragedy of violence, citing the brutal
killings of three young children earlier this year in the Federation.

“Three young children were brutally killed this year in our country. As a father
of two young children, each one hurt me deeply and ignited my passion to prevent
any more horrendous tragedies like these, which is manifested in the playing of my
role in curtailing violence and crime from a policy perspective. Hours and hours of
my work have been put into this passion.”

Acknowledging the mixed responses to his remarks, the Attorney General noted
that some were offended by his tone, while others supported his stance against
online harassment. He stated: “To those who are happy someone spoke out against
this horrendous societal norm of online bullying and online threats, I have your
back.”

For those who found his delivery off-putting, Wilkin again apologised, saying,
“To anyone otherwise offended by what I said or how I said it, I apologize. I say
and do everything for the love of my country. Let’s do and be better, and I will do
the same.”
Front Page Image: Image used for illustration purposes only shows a
young woman using her smartphone. (Credit: Cultura RM Exclusive/
Chad Springer / Getty Images/Cultura Exclusive)

Photo: Attorney General Garth Wilkin

So said Attorney General Garth Wilkin in a recent Facebook post
titled “Reflections on a Day of Public Debate,” issuing a written apology for the
tone he used in Parliament on Wednesday, 18th September 2024.

“I can however not apologize for my passion in defending a single mother and
her child, who have suffered immensely because of the rampant disregard by
many of restraint in publishing scandalous lies about her and blatant threats on her
and her son’s life,” he added.

The public apology came after his parliamentary comments in voicing concerns
about widespread threats and defamatory content in relation to his colleague Marsha
Henderson and her son, which attracted mixed public debate about the tone used
in expressing such.

“In Parliament on Wednesday this week, I passionately spoke out against the
threats and scandalous lies widely published over the past month about my Cabinet
and Parliamentary Colleague Hon. Marsha Henderson that objectively put her and
her son’s life at risk,” he stated.

Wilkin further called on citizens, both at home and abroad, to end their
participation in the dissemination of harmful content.

“I asked the people of St. Kitts and Nevis, home and abroad, to end their
participation in making and publishing such threatening words and videos which
can cause actual physical and emotional harm to people.”

He urged the public to consider the real-life impact of their words.
“In the past few years, all over the world, look at how many persons in public

life have been physically attacked, some fatally, by members of the public, because
of hatred fueled by lies widely published on social media. Words can cause actual
harm.”

The Attorney General also reminded the public of the existing legal framework,
particularly the Electronic Crimes Act, which criminalizes threatening or harassing
communications.

“I then informed the general public about the Electronic Crimes Act, more
particularly the unlawful communications section (in force for over a decade),
which makes it a criminal offense to either publish or forward information on our
phones and on social media which threaten or harass anyone,” he explained.

Addressing concerns about freedom of speech, Wilkin pointed out that while it
remains a protected constitutional right in St. Kitts and Nevis, there are limitations
when public safety and individual rights are at stake.

 “Freedom of speech is alive and well in St Kitts and Nevis as a constitutional
right. Today is a perfect example. I said this on Wednesday and added that all
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St. Kitts And Nevis
Delivers CARICOM
Statement At The United
Nation Addressing Sea
Level Rise

Manhattan, New York, September 25, 2024 (SKNIS): The Right
Honourable Dr. Denzil Douglas, Senior Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Economic Development, International Trade, Investments, and Industry and
Commerce of Saint Kitts and Nevis, delivered a statement on behalf of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM) at the High-Level Plenary Meeting on Addressing the
Existential Threats Posed by Sea Level Rise at the United Nations on Wednesday,
September 25, 2024.

Representing CARICOM and aligning with the positions of the Alliance of
Small Island Developing States (AOSIS), Dr. Douglas stressed the critical nature
of the ongoing climate crisis and its tangible impact on small island nations.

“The urgency of this situation cannot be overstated. Rising sea levels are not a
distant threat but one that is upon us. Immediate action is imperative since the
climate crisis and the impacts of sea level rise are not isolated but intricately
interwoven,” he stated, underscoring the devastating potential if global temperatures
exceed 1.5°C.

Dr. Douglas highlighted the vulnerability of Caribbean nations to extreme weather
events compounded by rising sea levels. He cited the example of Hurricane Beryl,
which brought catastrophic flooding to the region, resulting in loss of life and
widespread displacement.

“Evidence of this devastating effect has already been felt in the Caribbean,”
Dr. Douglas explained, emphasising that sea-level rise is exacerbating the impacts

Dr. Douglas attending the session

of natural disasters and threatening long-term development in the region.
Senior Minister Dr. Douglas called for continued international collaboration,

especially in terms of financing climate action. He stressed the importance of
initiatives like the Loss and Damage Fund and the recently adopted Multidimensional
Vulnerability Index (MVI), which measures vulnerability to climate change.

“The top priority of the agenda remains ensuring the delivery of climate finance
to fund adaptation and mitigation initiatives. This is a key solution to address the
impacts of sea level rise and the climate crisis as a whole,” he said.

The CARICOM statement delivered by Dr. Douglas was a call for urgent
global action, focusing on both the immediate needs of Caribbean nations and the
long-term solutions required to address the climate crisis effectively.
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Doctor Urges Men
to Get Checked for
Testicular Swelling
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday, 26th September
2024)-Local medical practitioner Dr. Natalie Osborne is urging
men to take testicular health seriously and not to overlook any
unusual swelling or discomfort in the region.

During a recent appearance on the radio show ‘SKN Today’
hosted by Jamiella McPhail on Freedom FM (106.5) on Wednesday
26th September, Dr. Osborne spoke about testicular swelling,
which, while often nonthreatening, can sometimes point to more
serious health concerns.

 “There are many reasons for testicular swelling, most of which
are benign, such as fluid collection, infection, or dilated blood
vessels.”

Additionally, she also noted more concerning causes like
testicular torsion, which she called “one of the most feared because
it can lead to a loss of the testicle, especially in young males.”

Talking about what testicles are, she said: “These are
reproductive male organs that are found inside the sac so you’re
under the penis you have two. Typically on each side so they are
the male equivalent of the female ovaries. So in the testicle, okay,
or in the testes, they produce the sperm that is responsible for
meeting up with the female egg to create for fertilization and to
create the embryo that leads to a fetus and leads to a baby.”

During the episode, Dr. Osborne explained that testicular torsion
occurs when the testicle twists inside the sac, cutting off its blood
supply, which can lead to the loss of the testicle if not treated
promptly. She advised that young men who experience sudden
and intense pain should seek immediate medical attention.

“If the blood supply is cut off long enough, then that structure
dies,” she emphasized, urging prompt surgical intervention in such
cases.

McPhail asked about the common causes of swelling, to which
Dr. Osborne replied, “Sometimes it could be directly related to an
issue there, or it could be associated with something like a hernia.”
She went on to explain, “Inguinal hernias are more common in
men, and they can cause swelling that extends down into the scrotal
sac.”

Dr. Osborne also described other potential causes such as
hydrocele, which is when fluid builds up around the testicle, causing
it to become larger over time. “Sometimes it may not be painful,”

she explained, “but it becomes
a nuisance-you feel that
dragging sensation, and it
continues to grow.”

According to her, in more
serious cases, swelling could be
a sign of testicular cancer,
though Dr. Osborne reassured
that this is relatively rare in the
local community.

“Typically, you see a young
adult male around age 30 with
a lump in one of his testes, and
after further studies, it may be
diagnosed as testicular cancer,”
she said, noting that this

condition often requires the removal of the affected testicle.
Dr. Osborne highlighted the importance of early detection and

regular checkups.
“Anytime symptoms persist-burning while urinating, swelling

that doesn’t go away after two or three days-there’s no harm in
getting it checked out,” she advised. “If it’s something minor, you
can be at peace, but if it’s serious, early treatment is always best.”

She also encouraged men to maintain a healthy lifestyle, pointing
out that sexual protection, cotton clothing, proper medication and
overall well-being can help prevent many of the conditions linked
to testicular swelling.

Dr. Osborne is advising men to take their testicular health
seriously, particularly when experiencing any unusual symptoms.

Front Page Image: Local medical practitioner Dr.
Natalie Osborne (Credit:umhs-sk.org)
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Prime Minister Dr.
Drew To Address
The United Nations
General Assembly
on Friday, 27th
September 2024

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts, September 26, 2024 (SKNIS)
- Prime Minister of Saint Kitts and Nevis, the Honourable Dr.
Terrance Drew, is scheduled to address the international
community during the General Debate of the 79th Session of the
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on Friday, September
27, 2024.

The General Assembly is the main deliberative policymaking

and representative organ of the
United Nations. The theme
guiding this year’s General
Debate is, “Leaving No One
Behind: Acting Together for the
Advancement of Peace,
Sustainable Development and
Human Dignity for Present and

Future Generations.”
As the sixth scheduled speaker in the afternoon session on

Friday, Prime Minister Dr. Drew is expected to deliver his National
Statement to the General Debate at approximately 4:25pm.

The Honourable Prime Minister’s UNGA address will be
carried live on ZIZ TV (Channel 5) and ZIZ Radio (95.9, 96.1,
96.3 or 96.9 FM), as well as on the Facebook and Youtube pages
of the St. Kitts and Nevis Information Services (SKNIS), the
PMO Youtube page and via UN Web TV.
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Government of Saint
Kitts and Nevis
Celebrates Regaining
Top Spot in 2024 CBI
Index Report

Basseterre, Saint Kitts and Nevis, 25 September, 2024
- The Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis proudly announces
that the country has reclaimed the number one position in the

2024 Citizenship by
Investment (CBI)
Index, scoring an
impressive 76 points.
This prestigious
recognition reaffirms
Saint Kitts and Nevis
as a global leader in
the CBI industry,
underpinned by a
s t e a d f a s t
commitment to
r e g u l a t o r y
excellence, due
diligence, and the
c o n t i n u o u s
enhancement of its
CBI programme.

In a testament to
its robust
framework, Saint
Kitts and Nevis has
d e m o n s t r a t e d
e x c e p t i o n a l
leadership in
adhering to and
implementing the
directives set forth
by the
Memorandum of
Agreement (MoA).
This commitment
was pivotal in
securing the top spot
in this year’s CBI
Index.

Notably, the
country has made
significant strides in
fortifying its CBI
programme through
recent legislative and
s t r u c t u r a l
advancements. The
passage of the
Citizenship by
Investment Unit Act,
which formally
establishes the CBI
Unit as a corporate
body, marks a new
chapter in the
p r o g r a m m e ’ s
governance and
o p e r a t i o n a l
e f f i c i e n c y .

Complementing this, the
establishment of the Continuing
International Due Diligence
(CIDD) Unit underscores the
government’s proactive
approach to international
security concerns. The CIDD
Unit will conduct ongoing
vetting of CBI citizens residing
abroad, working in tandem with
international law enforcement
agencies to mitigate perceived
risks and maintain the integrity
of the programme.

The 2024 CBI Index further
highlights Saint Kitts and Nevis’
dominance in key areas, with
the country ranking first in the
Ease of Processing Pillar and
Due Diligence Pillar. The
maximum points score in Ease
of Processing is a clear
indication of the programme’s
successful balancing of rigorous
vetting procedures with
efficient processing workflows,

ensuring both security and accessibility. Retaining the top position
in the Due Diligence Pillar reflects Saint Kitts and Nevis’ relentless
dedication to transparency and the implementation of the ‘Six
Principles’ alongside enhanced due diligence standards, as
demonstrated by the recent introduction of the CIDD Unit.

Moreover, Saint Kitts and Nevis stands out as the only country
to achieve a perfect score in the Certainty of Product Pillar, a
testament to its swift and effective response to unprecedented
international scrutiny. This pillar evaluates a programme’s resilience
across various dimensions, including longevity, popularity, stability,
reputation, and adaptability-areas where Saint Kitts and Nevis
continues to excel.

Prime Minister Dr Terrance M Drew expressed his pride in
the country’s achievement, stating, “This recognition is not just a
reflection of our leadership in the CBI industry but a testament to
our nation’s commitment to maintaining the highest standards of
governance, security, and integrity. Saint Kitts and Nevis will
continue to innovate and adapt, ensuring that our Citizenship by
Investment Programme remains the gold standard globally. We
are proud to offer a programme that not only meets but exceeds
international expectations.”

As Saint Kitts and Nevis celebrates this significant milestone,
the government remains dedicated to further strengthening its CBI
programme, ensuring its continued success and its contribution to
the nation’s economic growth.
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MOE Denounces False
Claims Regarding St. Kitts’

Non-Payment to CXC
Basseterre: St. Kitts, Monday, September 23, 2024: The Ministry of Education

denounces all false claims that “the Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC) withheld exam
results due to non-payment by St. Kitts”.  Furthermore, the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis
has a sterling record of on-time payment of fees and dues to the CXC.

The Caribbean Examination Council (CXC) officially released the 2024 Caribbean Secondary
Examination Certificate (CSEC) and Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Exam (CAPE) results
to all territories including the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis on 20th August 2024. Students
within the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis immediately accessed their electronic preliminary
slip (e-Preslip) which is a digital statement of a candidate’s preliminary examination results.
The e-Preslip allows for access to higher education or employment as students await their
final certificates from CXC.

The resolution of ungraded subjects is on-going and we crave the public’s patience as we
seek to address the matter. As stated in the Minister of Education’s Back to School Address,
any concerns in that regard should be emailed to skbexams@moe.edu.kn.

Cayon High School
Returns To Face-To-
Face Learning

Basseterre: St. Kitts, Tuesday, September 24, 2024:-
After months of renovations and upgrades to ensure that staff
and students are in a safe and comfortable learning environment,
Cayon High School has officially resumed face-to-face classes
at the school’s campus.

During this morning’s assembly, Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Education, Mrs. Lisa-Romayne Pistana, welcomed
back the students and shared gentle guidelines for their success.
“Welcome back to your campus. You know you are here to learn
because you want a great opportunity and a bright future. Our
teachers, our principal and deputy principal, and our staff in general,
are here to help you to achieve but you have to be ready for it.
You have to be respectful, and you have to have an attitude of
excellence. So, students, the ball is in your court. You have to
make sure that you are the greatest weapon when it comes to
your success.” The Principal, Ms. Kayla Morris, conveyed her
appreciation.

“We are happy to be back at the home of the Cayon High
School Falcons. On behalf of the staff and students of the Cayon
High School, we wish to express gratitude to the Ministry of
Education for ensuring that we are able to return to an environment
that is conducive to learning.”

As Cayon High School transitions back to face-to-face learning,
there is a renewed sense of optimism and excitement among
students, teachers, and parents.
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Nevis Public Works Department
provides essential equipment,
personnel for major road project
on St. Kitts

The Honourable Spencer Brand, Minister responsible for Works and
Communications in the Nevis Island Administration

Nevis Public Works Department personnel and equipment deployed
to assist on the St. Peters Road Rehabilitation Project in St. Kitts

NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS (September 24, 2024) -
The Ministry of Communications and Works in the Nevis Island
Administration (NIA) is collaborating in a significant way with
entities in St. Kitts on the Federal Government’s multi-million-
dollar St. Peters Road Rehabilitation Project.

The Nevis Public Works Department (NPWD) has partnered
with Rock & Dirt Construction Ltd. for the major road project,
providing critical equipment and highly skilled personnel to bolster
the man-power required to carry out the project in a timely manner.

The NPWD has leased the company a pneumatic tire roller,

milling machine, and paver, and
provided a team of experienced
operators led by NPWD
Operations Manage Mr. Danny
Williams to assist in their paving
operations.

The Honourable Spencer
Brand, Minister responsible for
Works and Communications in
the NIA, said this initiative
marks a pivotal moment in
regional cooperation and
showcases Nevis’ commitment
to supporting its sister island in

(cont’d on next page)
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the wake of recent challenges.
“With the impact of Tropical Storm Ernesto largely managed

and immediate concerns addressed on Nevis, the department is
well-positioned to extend its resources to assist St. Kitts. This
strategic decision not only allows the NPWD to contribute
meaningfully to regional development but also reflects its readiness
to collaborate on projects that enhance the overall infrastructure
of the Federation.”

Honourable Brand expressed his enthusiasm for this
collaboration, noting that the project will improve road networks
and public facilities in St. Kitts, and have a positive impact on
local communities, enhancing mobility and access to essential
services.

“This partnership underscores the importance of solidarity and
cooperation between the islands, particularly during times of need.
We are delighted to support Rock & Dirt Limited in this vital
project for St. Kitts. Our ability to loan equipment and personnel
signifies our commitment to not only maintaining our own
infrastructure but also enhancing the overall quality of life for
residents across our Federation.

“Together, we are reinforcing the bonds that unite us and
building a brighter future for our islands. By working together, we
can achieve great things and foster a spirit of unity within our
Caribbean community,” he stated.

Premier of Nevis the Honourable Mark Brantley commended
the Honourable Brand and the NWPD team for undertaking the
critical road works on St. Kitts.

“Kudos to Minister Brand and his very capable team at Public
Works. Our government’s investment in people and equipment is
now paying dividends, even for St. Kitts.”

The Nevis Public Works Department is scheduled to continue
the cooperative effort over the next 4-6 weeks to the successful
completion of the project.

The St. Peters Road Rehabilitation Project encompasses
infrastructure developments such as the addition of roundabouts,
upgrading drainage systems, as well as building sidewalks and
new road networks.

Nevis Public Works
Department provides
essential equipment,
personnel...

Nevis Public Works Department personnel and equipment deployed
to assist on the St. Peters Road Rehabilitation Project in St. Kitts

(cont’d from last page)

CXC® Stands Ready to
Support St Kitts and Nevis to
Resolve Challenges Affecting
Students Awaiting Results of
May-June Examinations

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados - The Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC®) wishes to
clarify that no results are being withheld for any St. Kitts and Nevis candidates, who sat the
May-June 2024 Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination® (CAPE®) and Caribbean
Secondary Education Certificate® (CSEC®) examinations, and that the Government of the
Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis has met its payment obligations on behalf of its students.

Furthermore, CXC® stands ready to work with the Kittitian/Nevisian Education Authorities
to resolve any challenges pertaining to ungraded subjects and outstanding results among these
students.

“CXC® acknowledges the anxiety and concerns being expressed by students and parents
and will continue to support the Ministry of Education and the Local Registrar in St Kitts and
Nevis with a view to resolving the issues quickly”, noted Dr Wayne Wesley, CXC® Registrar
and CEO in a statement today.
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US Forest
Service furthers
regional
collaboration to
protect natural
ecosystems
management
through four-
year program

The United States Forest Service (USFS) has brought to a
close, the Natural Infrastructure for Caribbean Resilience (NICaR)
Program. The closing ceremony, held on Monday, September 16,
2024, at the U.S. Embassy in Bridgetown, Barbados, highlighted
NICaR’s achievements in improving long-term climate adaptation
and ecosystem resilience in vulnerable communities.

The Caribbean is facing escalating challenges from climate
change, with ecosystems, communities, and economies at
increasing risk. Launched in 2020, the NICaR Program
implemented 12 projects across nine Caribbean countries. Through
collaboration with 14 grantee organizations and other partners,
the program has advanced the protection and restoration of about
235 hectares or 580 acres of vital mangrove and upland forest
ecosystems.

NICaR has worked with 38 environment-focused institutions,
including community-based organizations and universities in the
Caribbean and partner institutions in the United States. Program
activities included sharing approaches and solutions in protecting
forest ecosystems, preserving biodiversity, advancing restoration

efforts and enhancing disaster
risk reduction initiatives.

The program has trained
over 1,200 individuals, including
over 700 men and more than
500 women, equipping them
with vital skills in areas such as
mangrove and riparian
restoration, wildland fire
management, community
engagement and climate
change adaptation. The
program conducted the first
wildland (bush) fire academy,
providing targeted training to
bolster wildland fire
management capacity for
national fire services across 12

countries.
Chief Fire Officer of the Barbados Fire Service and Immediate

Past President, Caribbean Association of Fire Chiefs, Chief Errol
Maynard, was also in attendance at the event. Chief Maynard
during his contribution lauded the program for enhancing bush
fire management and investigation capabilities at the local and
regional level.

The U.S. Ambassador Roger Nyhus highlighted the importance
of NICaR in addressing regional climate impacts. “The Caribbean
is known for its breathtaking natural beauty, but it is also a region
that is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change.
Rising sea levels, increasingly severe hurricanes, and other extreme
weather events pose significant threats to the livelihoods of millions.
In this context, the restoration and preservation of natural
infrastructure - such as mangroves and forests - are not just
environmental imperatives but also critical to the resilience and
sustainability of Caribbean communities.”

Deputy Director, Latin America, the Caribbean and Canada,
U.S. Forest Service, Liz Mayhew acknowledged the role of
international partnerships. “The support of the United States Forest
Service and the Department of State has been pivotal in making
these achievements possible. Our commitment to ecosystem
restoration and wildland fire management in the Caribbean has
underscored the importance of international cooperation in
addressing the environmental challenges we face”.

The event featured testimonials from grantees and program
participants and facilitated panel discussions on the ongoing need
for regional collaboration in ecosystem protection and climate
adaptation.

Shelly-Ann Lawson Francis, Program Manager for NICaR,
spoke to the sustainability of the program interventions. “NICaR
has enabled grantees to leverage additional resources, catalyze
local knowledge and enrich academic programs. Regional seminars
have sparked new cross-sector collaborations among grantees,
local stakeholders, international experts, and donors, paving the
way for sustained efforts”.

The NICaR grantees are Antigua and Barbuda, Wallings Nature
Reserve Inc; The Bahamas - University of the Bahamas/
University of Wyoming, Perry Institute for Marine Science;
Dominica - Dominica Red Cross; Dominican Republic - Asociacion
para el Desarrollo and Grupo Jarauga; Jamaica - American Bird
Conservancy/Jamaica Conservation Development Trust, Central
Jamaica Social Development Initiative; Saint Kitts and Nevis,
Nevis Historical and Conservation Society; Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Richmond Vale Academy; Trinidad and Tobago,
Caribbean Natural Resource Institute (CANARI) and sub-
grantees in (Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda, and Grenada),
Fondes Amandes Community Restoration Project.
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Tropical Shipping (St. Kitts)
Awards Committed Students
With Scholarships

education system can bring about real change. On behalf of the
Ministry of Education, we are truly grateful for your continued
support.”

For the past seven (7) years, Tropical Shipping (St. Kitts) has
partnered with the Ministry of Education to ensure the scholarship’s
success.

Basseterre, St. Kitts, Thursday, September 26, 2024:
Ten (10) students in St. Kitts were awarded the Tropical Shipping
2024 Monetary Scholarship during a ceremony held on Wednesday,
September 25.

Ms. Cornella Daniel, Sales Representative, Tropical Shipping,
St. Kitts, expressed words of encouragement to the scholarship
recipients.

“This moment is testament to hard work, dedication, and
perseverance throughout your primary school years. As you
transition to secondary school, you will undoubtedly face challenges
that far surpass those you’ve previously encountered. However,
if you stay committed, remain dedicated, and approach each day
with the same drive and determination, those challenges will become
milestones in your success stories.”

Ms. Carol Boddie, Education Officer, shared brief remarks on
behalf of the Chief Education Officer, Mr. Francil Morris.

“It is my great honour to celebrate the tremendous
achievements of our students and acknowledge the support that
will help propel them toward a bright and promising future. Today’s
scholarship awards are more than just financial assistance; they
are a powerful investment in the lives of these young people, giving
them the opportunity to realize their academic goals and, ultimately,
contribute to the development of our nation.” Gratitude was
expressed to Tropical Shipping for its continued contribution.

“I wish to express my sincere appreciation to Tropical Shipping
for your generous and meaningful contribution. By providing these
scholarships, you are not only investing in the future of our students

but also in the future of our local
community. Your commitment
to education serves as a
powerful example of how
partnerships between the
corporate sector and the

“...if you stay committed, remain dedicated,
and approach each day with the same drive

and determination, those challenges will
become milestones in your success stories.”
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Toiling on a Kenyan
flower farm to send
fresh roses to Europe
Ismail Einashe
Naivasha

Anne starts work at 07:30, six days a week. On Sunday, she goes to church.
The working day at her flower farm is meant to be eight hours, but she explains

that she often feels obliged to work an extra three hours, for which she does not
receive overtime pay.

She used to work inside the pack house, where the flowers were cleaned,
bunched, and sorted into stems.

She recounts that the conditions there were harsh.
The flower company gave her stringent daily targets, which the managers

pressured the workers to meet.
“We had to grade 3,700 stems a day,” she says.
Anne feels these targets were unrealistic, but she says workers like her had no

choice but to deliver, or the farm managers would sanction them.
If she missed her daily target, she had to write a statement to her manager

explaining the reasons for falling short.
If you don’t achieve it, maybe you can be thrown out,” she says.
In early 2023, Anne fell ill with a blood condition, which, if untreated, could be

deadly.
She felt weak and suffered shortness of breath, which made working extremely

difficult.
She went to see a nurse at the farm who gave her medicine and allowed her to

rest for a few hours, after which he told her to return to work.
“I told him: ‘You know, I’m too sick to work,’” Anne recounts.
Anne says it was tough to convince the nurse she was genuinely ill, but he

eventually agreed to refer her to an off-farm doctor.
She was allowed only one day off, despite still feeling weak and being treated

for a serious illness.
“It felt bad because I was still sick,” she says.
To make matters worse, she had to write a letter to her manager explaining

why she could not meet her target that day.
Anne worries about other ways in which her work on the flower farm may

harm her health - for example, the unfamiliar chemicals she was asked to use to
spray the roses.

It is a concern shared by many other workers.
Margaret, another flower picker on a nearby farm, says workers are routinely

On a moonless night in the Kenyan lakeside town of Naivasha, Anne sits inside
a makeshift, two-room house, exhausted after a gruelling shift picking and sorting
roses.

Anne (not her real name) is a single mother and one of thousands of the
predominantly female workers in Kenya’s flower industry, harvesting and
categorising blooms in one of the many greenhouse complexes around the edge of
the picturesque Lake Naivasha, about 90km (56 miles) north-west of the capital,
Nairobi.

Inside endless rows of the temperature-controlled greenhouses the size of tennis
courts, workers like Anne harvest a huge variety of flowers that grow profusely in
the rich Kenyan soil.

There are carnations, chrysanthemums, and an abundance of roses in almost
every hue. The majority of these blooms are destined for Europe.

Anne has spent over 15 years working in Kenya’s burgeoning flower industry,
one of the largest employers in the country.

Estimates suggest it employs more than 150,000 people and earns the country
around $1bn (£760m) annually in foreign exchange.

Despite dedicating her working life to the industry, she says her monthly pay of
just over $100 has barely changed in years.

It is not enough to contend with the worsening cost-of-living crisis in Kenya,
which has pushed up the prices of essential household goods such as maize, wheat,
rice and sugar.

At the end of each month, Anne does not have enough to eat and often has to
skip meals.

“You have to enter into debt to survive,” she says, pointing out that she had to
take out a loan to help her 23-year-old son attend university in Nairobi.

Each sunrise Anne queues with hundreds of other workers to catch one of the
company buses that takes them to the farms, as the gentle fog lingers over the hills
before being evaporated by the blazing mid-morning sun.

Kenya is a major exporter of flowers to Europe (cont’d on next page)
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forced to spray chemicals on flowers without being given protective
gear.

Margaret (not her real name) insisted we meet her at the home
of a colleague after dark, in their tiny dwelling not far from the
shores of Lake Naivasha.

She is afraid to speak out for fear of retribution from the flower
industry, and says their influence is everywhere in Naivasha.

“Nobody cares,” she adds.
A report in September 2023 by the Nairobi-based NGO, Route

To Food Initiative, showed that highly hazardous pesticides are
routinely used in Kenyan farming, some known to cause cancer.

Margaret says she has repeatedly approached her bosses about
her concerns.

“They shout to the men, they shout to the women,” she says.
“They shout to everybody. They don’t care, and they are
Kenyans.”

She says women can also face sexual harassment from male
workers - the industry has been marred with complaints.

We put the allegations of sexual harassment, unpaid overtime,
harsh working conditions, and lack of protective gear on some
flower farms in Naivasha to both the Kenya Flower Council and
the Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS), the
government agency responsible for monitoring the industry, but
neither got back to us.

Toiling on a
Kenyan flower
farm to send fresh
roses to Europe

Many workers have little chance of finding better jobs

Kenya’s flower business also has a significant cost for the
environment at large.

The production of flowers requires a great deal of water, and
to feed the European appetite for cheap cut flowers, the blooms
are transported refrigerated in long-haul, gas-guzzling jets, wrapped
in single-use plastic, and are usually arranged in toxic floral foam
to keep them fresh.

Kenya supplies more than 40% of the flower market in Europe,
with the vast majority of blooms destined for the Netherlands, the
hub for the European cut flower industry.

Flowers arrive daily by plane and are taken to the huge, frenetic
flower market in the picturesque town of Aalsmeer, where they
are bought and distributed to suppliers across Europe.

Here lorries arrive by the minute and tourists gaze down from
walkways as huge trolleys of flowers of all colours are moved
around at speed, as far as the eye can see.

In supermarkets and florists across Europe, consumers buy
the cheap flowers to mark important events like marriages and
birthdays, with no way of tracing their provenance or hearing the
experiences of those like Anne and Margaret that have toiled,
thousands of kilometres away, to produce them.

As a single mother with a son who needs her support, Anne

feels she has no choice but to continue to work in the flower industry. There are few other opportunities
in Naivasha and she is afraid to be left with no income at all.

“If God helps me,” Anne says, “I will move on.”

(cont’d from last page)
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Osaka hired ex-Serena coach as she
wants ‘no regrets’

Naomi Osaka and Patrick Mouratoglou during a practice session at
the China Open
Image source,Getty Images
Naomi Osaka lost in the second round of the US Open in August

Grand Slam.
“I think I’m at a stage in my

life that I don’t want to have
regrets,” Osaka said of working
with Mouratoglou.

“I’d rather pull the trigger on
something and I don’t want to
say ‘fail’, but I feel like I really
need to learn as much as
possible in this stage of my
career.

“I try not to get into
relationships with people for the
short term. I try to think of it as
a long-term commitment.”

Osaka is next in action
against 21st seed Yulia
Putintseva in the second round
in Beijing.

Published BBC Sport
Naomi Osaka says she is at

a stage in life where she “does
not want to have regrets”, after
hiring Patrick Mouratoglou as
her new coach.

Japan’s Osaka beat Italy’s
Lucia Bronzetti 6-3 6-2 at the
China Open in her first match
with Mouratoglou - formerly
the long-time coach of Serena
Williams - in her corner.

The 26-year-old split with
Wim Fisette, who she won two
of her four Grand Slam titles
with, earlier in September.

Osaka said she was initially
hesitant about working with
Mouratoglou.

“The fact that he was
Serena’s coach made me want
to avoid him just because his
persona is so big,” she said.

“This isn’t rude because I
found out it’s not true, but I
didn’t know if he was a good
coach or he coached Serena.

“Then I met him, talked to
him, worked with him on the
court. He absolutely is a really
good coach.”

Osaka made her return
from maternity leave in January
but has struggled for
consistency since.

She has reached the
quarter-finals in only two of the
16 tournaments she has played
this season and has not gone
past the second round of a
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CWI congratulates former Captain
Merissa Aguilleira on prestigious
National Award

ST. JOHN’S, Antigua -
Cricket West Indies (CWI)
extends warmest
congratulations to former West
Indies Captain Merissa
Aguilleira on her remarkable
achievement of receiving the
prestigious Hummingbird Medal
(HBM) Gold Award at the 2024
National Awards of Trinidad &
Tobago. The awards ceremony
took place on Tuesday 24th
September, at the President’s
House in St Ann’s, Port-of-
Spain. CWI President, Dr.
Kishore Shallow congratulated
the former captain on behalf of
the organisation. Dr. Shallow
said,

On behalf of the CWI
Board and Management, I
extend our heartfelt
congratulations to Merissa for
the well-deserved recognition
conferred upon her. Merissa’s
exemplary dedication and
outstanding contributions serve
as an inspiration to us all. As
she embraces and embarks on
other influential roles in cricket,
particularly to develop other
young athletes, we express our
gratitude for her ongoing
commitment and wish her
continued success.

Merissa Aguilleira in full
flow against New Zealand

Merissa Aguilleira in full
flow against New Zealand

The Hummingbird Medal
Gold Award is one of Trinidad
& Tobago’s highest honours,
recognising loyal and devoted
service beneficial to Trinidad

and Tobago, in any field of human endeavour
or for gallantry or other humane action. Merissa
was recognised not only for her immense

highlight the growth of women’s cricket and the impact of dedicated
athletes in challenging traditional norms. As a player and a leader,
Aguilleira has left an indelible mark on the game, paving the way
for future generations.

Merissa played in over 100 One Day Internationals (ODIs)
and captained the West Indies Women from 2009-2015, a period
during which she led the team to the final of the ICC Women’s
World Cup in India 2013, and the semi-finals of the ICC Women’s
World T20 in 2010, 2012 and 2014 and was part of the 2016 ICC
Women’s World T20 winning team in Kolkata.

In her primary role as a wicketkeeper, she has over 100
dismissals in ODI cricket, having recently achieving the magical
three figures during the home series against South Africa Women
in September 2018. In addition, she has over 70 dismissals in T20
internationals (T20Is) from the 95 matches she has played. Having
made her ODI debut against the Netherlands Women in July of
2008 and her T20I debut against South Africa in June of 2009,
she played 112 ODI matches, amassing 1752 runs at an average
of 20.61 and 95 T20Is, scoring 768 runs at an average of 14.49.

In 2023, CWI Vice President, Azim Bassarath and former West
Indies two-time world champion, Samuel Badree also received
The Hummingbird Medal Gold Award.

contributions as
a Trinidad and
Tobago national
to the West
Indies team, but
for her
contributions to
the sport on the
island.

In spite of
her retirement
2019, Merissa
A g u i l l e i r a
remains an
inspiring figure
for aspiring
c r i c k e t e r s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y
women in the
sport. Her
journey and
achievements
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First T20 win
over Proteas
would be huge -
Stirling

Paul Stirling will lead Ireland in the two T20s and three ODIs
against South Africa
Image source,Getty Images
Paul Stirling has an average of 27.07 from his 145 T20 matches for
Ireland

Published BBC Sport
Ireland captain Paul Stirling hopes to chalk up a maiden T20

victory over South Africa on Friday at the sixth attempt.
The sides meet in Abu Dhabi before completing the two-match

series at the Sheikh Zayed Stadium on Sunday.
“It would be huge - South Africa are such a powerhouse in

world cricket and have such a strong team,” said the opener.
“So it would be good if we could manage to get over the line in

the next few days - anything can happen in the T20 format so we
are confident we can get a result.”

South Africa boast a young squad for the T20s and three-
match ODI series between the teams at the same venue, but they
will still start favourites against a team five places below them in
the T20 world rankings.

“They have a well balanced team with the most obvious
attribute their middle order - there’s a lot of power there and no
doubt they will come hard,” added Stirling.

“There’s also their pace. It’s a luxury to have where we’re
playing at as pace through the air is so important.”

‘New cycle’
The Proteas, who reached the T20 World Cup final in June,

and Ireland are starting a new cycle leading into the 2026
tournament in India and Sri Lanka.

Ireland failed to win any of their four games at the World Cup
but Stirling is “extremely confident” the team will improve in the
next two years.

“We’ve got extremely talented players and we want to get
them in the best possible place for the next World Cup,” he said.

“We’re probably going to see new faces over the next six to
12 months and get that player pool expanded, getting more people
playing international cricket. We need to start incorporating younger
players and giving chances to different players as we go along.”

South Africa are coming off an ODI series defeat by
Afghanistan in Sharjah so are seeking to bounce back against the
Irish.

“It’s an exciting challenge and we as a team want to get back
to winning ways,” said skipper Aiden Markram.

“It’s a young and maybe less experienced team against a very
good Irish side with guys that are match-winners and guys that
that have taken down any opposition that they’ve come across.”
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