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PATRIOTS
PERFORMANCE...

STORY ON PAGE 03

Photo: Local cricket fan Lillian Richardson is all smiles with national cricket star 23-year-old
Mikyle Louis following the Following the St. Kitts-Nevis Patriots’ fifth consecutive defeat on
home soil at Warner Park on Sunday 8th September 2024, losing by two wickets to Antigua and
Barbuda Falcons. She told this media house “to me they have done a good job...better luck
next time and I have faith in them.” (Photo courtesy Lillian Richardson)
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A Bright Spot
Amidst Defeat-

Mikyle Louis
Ignites Patriotism

On Home Soil
Despite the St. Kitts and Nevis Patriots suffering five

consecutive defeats on their home franchise venue at the
Warner Park Cricket Stadium in St.Kitts, a patriotic
beacon of hope has emerged in the person of 23-year-
old Kittitian cricketer Mikyle Louis.

As the only native who played for the squad, Louis
has captured the admiration of local fans and cricket
enthusiasts with his impressive performances which
includes him having earned play of the day spotlights.
While the team may have been struggling, Louis’ standout
display has proven that he is a rising star hailing from the
‘small but tallawah’ twin island Federation.

Louis’ presence on the field has electrified fans, who
have praised him for his undeniable talent and his ability
to rise to the occasion. In the midst of challenging
matches, Louis continued to showcase his skill and
substance, reminding us all why he is an asset to the team.
His performances quickly became a source of pride for
the Federation, especially as the nation gears up to
celebrate its 41st anniversary of independence.

Playing before a home crowd, Louis has embodied
the very essence of patriotism. He has been applauded

for giving his all, demonstrating not only
his commitment to the game but also his
dedication to representing his country on
an international stage. There is no doubt
that Louis has provided a much-needed
morale boost, offering fans a dose of
national pride in a time of defeat.

It is clear that Louis has won the hearts
of the people, reminding us all of the
importance of perseverance and pride in
the face of adversity. His grit and
determination should serve as an
inspiration for all citizens of St. Kitts and
Nevis. Louis has shown us that no matter
the challenges, we can-and must-give our

best in representing our country.
As we approach Independence Day,

Louis’ performance should remind us all
of our shared responsibility as citizens to
strive for excellence. Whether on the
cricket field or in our day-to-day lives,
we can take a page from Louis’ book by
always doing our best for the betterment
of our nation.

His passion for the game and his
country is exactly what we need as we
celebrate another year of independence-
a true testament to what it means to be a
patriot.
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Local Cricket Fans Rate
Patriots Performance
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 12th September 2024)- Following the
St. Kitts-Nevis Patriotsâ€™ fifth consecutive defeat on home soil at Warner Park
on Sunday 8th September 2024, losing by two wickets to Antigua and Barbuda
Falcons, this media house interacted with fans and sports enthusiasts from various
walks of life, quizzing them about their enjoyment of the matches and their
impressions of the Patriots’ performance.

Here is what they had to say:
Ronald Persaud and his nine-year-old daughter Ariana

Ronald-In St.Kitts, I think Patriots performed terrible. I don’t believe they go
to the plans that they had in mind.Maybe Fletcher, the captain, had some plans but
nobody acknowledged it the way the it supposed to go. But St. Kitts-Nevis will
definitely win on the road. I hope they have to win the next five games they have,
and I believe they’ll win the next five games and enter the preliminary round  and
get to the final. So these are the preliminary rounds, I hope they step up their game.
Today was a tough game. They shot like 20 runs but that’s cricket. Cricket is up
and down. You never know.

Ariana-St.Kitts [and Nevis] always lose on their home ground. I don’t know
why. Like why? Like all other matches, when it’s not like in the home ground, they
win but when it comes here, they’re not winning. They have to win on their home
ground because this is their home ground.

Teshari Liburd (standing right) Well-known entrepreneur

Well, it’s been a wonderful five days liming. The limings been good; it’s been
good to be out. I mean, being in action to think it’s always a plus but Patriots
(cont’d on page 13)
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Senator Isalean Phillip
Calls For National Unity
In The Fight Against
Crime and Violence

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts, September 06, 2024 (SKNIS): The Honourable
Isalean Phillip, Senator and Co-Chair of the Task Force on Citizen Security, called
for national unity in the fight against crime during her remarks at the official launch
of the National Consultations and 90-Day Campaign Against Crime and Violence
at the CUNA Caribbean Conference Centre earlier today, Friday, September 06,
2024.

This initiative, led by the Government
of St. Kitts and Nevis, aims to bring the
nation together to address the root
causes of crime and violence through a
whole-of-society approach.

Senator Phillip acknowledged the
presence of key stakeholders and
reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to addressing crime and
violence with a renewed focus and
determination. She also highlighted the
importance of shifting societal attitudes
to combat crime and violence
effectively. She emphasised the need
for citizens to reject not only overt acts
of violence but also the normalised
forms of violence that occur within
homes, communities, and workplaces.

The 90-day campaign will include
national consultations in both St. Kitts
and Nevis, designed to foster dialogue,

promote peaceful conflict resolution,
and engage stakeholders from various
sectors. Senator Phillip invited
community-based partners to organise
activities that encourage love, care, and
unity, underscoring the importance of
grassroots involvement in addressing
violence.

The honourable senator emphasised
that the consultations will provide a
platform for stakeholders to share data
and feedback, which will be used to
develop a national action plan with
sustainable solutions to combat crime
and violence.

The launch event featured
presentations from professionals and
experts who provided insights into the
public health approach to violence, as

(cont’d on page 07)
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CWI begins the
search for a new
Chief Executive
Officer

ST JOHN’S, Antigua - Cricket West Indies (CWI) today announced the
commencement of the recruitment process for a new Chief Executive Officer
(CEO).

The post will become vacant on Friday 1 November 2024, with the departure of
outgoing CEO Johnny Grave who has led the organisation since February 2017.
An executive manager is confirmed to lead the organisation for the interim.

CWI President Dr. Kishore Shallow said of the search, “This is an exciting and
transformative time for Cricket West Indies. With the ongoing enhancement of our
human capital, we are extremely excited to complement this with the recruitment
of a new CEO.”

President Shallow further stated, “In addition to executing our 2024 -2027
Strategic Plan, we are enthusiastic about the prospect of a fresh perspective and
ideas for the organisation. The opportunities for West Indies Cricket are immense
in a sporting industry that is growing and evolving rapidly. We expect the new CEO
to lead a high-performance environment, drive innovation, and reflect both CWI’s
and the region’s values.”

Interested applicants should send their curriculum vitae with a cover letter via
email to recruitment@cricketwestindies.org, addressed to the Human Resources
Manager, Cricket West Indies, Coolidge Cricket Ground, St. George, Antigua, West
Indies. The deadline for submission is 5pm AST on 30 September 2024. The
successful applicant will be expected to commence duties in the first quarter of
2025.

For a detailed job description, please visit https://www.windiescricket.com/cricket-
west-indies/category/vacancies/
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Lecture Series Speaker
Launches Mentorship
Programme
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday, 11th September 2024)  - “I believe
that finding a good mentor is invaluable and can be important for young people to
navigate the complexities of career choices and personal growth. In addition, I
fully understand that not all of our young people have access to professional mentors
to help them navigate the trail to professions that may interest them.”

So said Featured Speaker at the Prime Minister’s Lecture Series held on Tuesday
10th September 2024 Business Executive, Attorney, Diplomat Lecturer and Public
Relations Hadiya Claxton of St.Kitts-Nevis, ahead of officially launching a
mentorship programme called Trailblaze SKN, aimed at empowering teens and
young adults in St. Kitts and Nevis.

The lecture series event was held at the Sir Cecil Jacobs Auditorium at the
Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB) located in Bird Rock, St.Kitts as part of
the federation’s 41st Independence anniversary celebration under the theme
‘Together, A People, Proud and Strong: Independence 41.’

Among those in attendance were Governor General Dame Marcella Liburd,
Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew and his wife Diani Prince-Drew, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Youth and Education Dr. Geoffrey Hanley as well as
scores of high school students.

Of note, Claxton is a Special Envoy for Investment, Development, and
International Business Relations in the Office of the Prime Minister.

As understood, the programme, of which she would be one of the mentors, is
designed to provide professional mentorship opportunities and guidance for young
people, helping them navigate career choices and personal growth.

“I now announce Trailblaze SKN will be a professional mentorship program for
teens and young adults,” Claxton said as she addressed the audience at the event.

“I will serve as a mentor myself, and I have already enlisted quite a number of
professionals from the St. Kitts and Nevis diaspora, both locally and abroad.”

According to her: “I have invested much time and effort so far in making
advancements in educational opportunities for citizens and residents of St. Kitts
and Nevis, and the Trailblaze program is another step toward further progress. We
want mentors in this program to be able to truly invest the time needed to develop
lasting relationships with their mentees. We also want to make sure that the mentees
who are a part of this program are actually interested in themselves and are invested
in their own growth.”

Claxton explained that the mentorship program is more than just a platform for
career advice as it is a commitment to the development of the next generation of
leaders, innovators, and professionals.

“I believe that every young person has the potential to be a trailblazer, to leave
a mark and to lead with confidence and with purpose. In this program, our mentors,
seasoned professionals who have walked their own unique paths, will share their
knowledge, their experience, and their insights. They will serve as guides, helping
our mentees to navigate the complexities of college choices, career choices, personal
development, and the challenges that simply come with growth. But just as
importantly, they will be there to listen, to encourage, and to spark the passion that
lies within each of our participants. Trailblaze SKN is built on the belief that
mentorship is a two-way street. It’s about forging relationships that transcend the
traditional boundaries of teaching and learning, creating a community where ideas
flow freely and dreams can be nurtured.”

“...I fully understand that not all of our young people have access to professional
mentors to help them navigate the trail to professions that may interest them.”

As highlighted by Claxton, the programme will not only involve local professionals
but also tap into the St. Kitts and Nevis diaspora, including professionals from
across the greater Caribbean region.

Furthermore, the mentors will be paired with teens and young adults to provide
guidance and support as they navigate their own career paths. She said the
programme will also focus on personal development, ensuring that participants are
well-rounded and ready to tackle the challenges ahead.

“Our mission is simple yet profound. To equip teens and young adults with the
tools, with guidance, and inspiration that they need to carve their own paths in the
professional world.”

The announcement of the mentorship program comes at a time when St. Kitts
and Nevis is celebrating 41 years of independence. Claxton tied the program’s
goals to the broader national spirit of progress and development, encouraging the
younger generation to step up and take charge of their future.

“As we celebrate 41 years of independence, remember that this moment is not
just about looking back, but about looking forward.You are the architects of our
nation’s success. Your ideas, your energy, and your ambition will shape what our
islands become in the years ahead.”

Claxton called on young people to embrace opportunities for learning and personal
growth, stressing that education extends beyond earning a degree.

As encouraged by her: “Take every opportunity to expand your knowledge and
skills. I still embrace every opportunity to read-absolutely every opportunity to
read any kind of book that is available for me to read. Education is not just about a
degree. While sometimes a degree may be what is needed along your path, education
is not just about a degree. It’s about growing and evolving through your life.”

Claxton also called upon the business community in St. Kitts and Nevis to get
involved, asking for professionals willing to offer their time and expertise as mentors.

She mentioned that those interested could reach out via email to become part of
the Trailblaze SKN initiative.

“I would like to ask the business community here in St. Kitts and Nevis to reach
out to the Ministry of Education if you are interested in becoming a mentor and
being matched to a student through the Trailblaze SKN program,” she said.

Claxton underscored the vision she has for Trailblaze SKN.
“My vision for Trailblaze SKN is bold. We aim to inspire a generation of young

professionals who are not just prepared to enter the workforce but are ready to
redefine it,” she said. “Together, we will create a legacy of excellence, one Trailblazer
at a time.”

Interested individuals are asked to make contact via email at
trailblazeskn@gmail.com.

Front Page Photo: Featured Speaker at the Prime Minister’s Lecture
Series Business Executive, Attorney, Diplomat Lecturer and Public
Relations Hadiya Claxton of St.Kitts-Nevis, while addressing the
audience on Tuesday 10th September 2024 (SKNIS Photo)

Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew (seen fourth from left) and his wife Diani Prince-
Drew in attendance at the Prime Minister’s Lecture Series which saw Business
Executive, Attorney, Diplomat Lecturer and Public Relations Hadiya Claxton of
St.Kitts-Nevis as the featured speaker (SKNIS Photo)
Photo:

High school students seen in a section of the audience (SKNIS Photo)

 - LOCAL NEWS -
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Senator Isalean Phillip Calls For
National Unity In The Fight
Against Crime and Violence

health expert from Windsor University
School of Medicine, presented on the
concept of violence as a public health
issue. Dr. Randy Sierprasad from
USAID shared findings from a recent
study on criminal dynamics in the
Federation, and Senator Peter Bunting,
former Minister of National Security in
Jamaica, shared lessons learned from
Jamaica’s experience with gang

violence.
Senator Phillip encouraged attendees

to participate actively in the national
consultations and contribute to creating
a safer future for all citizens. Following
her remarks, Prime Minister Drew
officially launched the 90-day campaign,
setting the stage for nationwide
engagement in the fight against crime
and violence.

well as data specific to St. Kitts and
Nevis. Dr. Jeanita Richardson, a public(cont’d from page 04)
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Teaser Video Builds
Excitement Ahead Of
Carnival Queen Pageant
Contestants Unveiling
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Thursday, 12th September 2024)-Anticipation
is growing as organizers of the Miss St. Kitts and Nevis Queen Pageant have been
praised for their early promotional efforts, ahead of the public unveiling of this

year’s contestants for this year’s 53rd
Sugar Mas (National Carnival)
festivities.

The much-anticipated unveiling of the
2024 contestants is set to take place on
Tuesday 17th September 2024, at 10:00
AM. The live event is expected to be
broadcast via social media platforms,
including the SKN Carnival Facebook
and YouTube pages, as well as ZIZ
Radio.

A promotional video-appearing on
the official Facebook Page of the
St.Kitts & Nevis National Carnival on
Wednesday 11th September- featuring
the reigning National Carnival Queen,
Desnarine Hanley, has been making

waves across social media.
The 43-second clip, which has

already gotten significant attention,
shows Queen Desnarine writing on a
piece of paper as if symbolically writing
the names of the contestants, placing it
in an envelope, and sealing it with an
ink stamp.

The dramatic imagery is
accompanied by a voiceover stating,
â€œTo the daughters of this great land,
by the grace of the crown, you have
been chosen.â€€ The video ends with
Queen Desnarine locking eyes with the
camera, symbolically passing the torch
to the next set of contestants who will
compete for the prestigious title.

The announcement of the event,
scheduled for the third week of
September, has sparked excitement
throughout the nation, as locals eagerly
await to see who will vie for the crown
in this year’s competition.

This year’s unveiling comes more
than 10 weeks ahead of the traditional
general show time period in December.

The National Carnival Queen
Pageant, a central feature of the Sugar
Mas festivities, traditionally features six
contestants competing in segments like
Onstage Interview, Ambassadorial
Wear and Talent.

Front Page Image: The reigning
National Carnival Queen,
Desnarine Hanley locks eyes with
the camera while handing over
the symbolic unveiling envelope
in a promotional video
(Screenshot: Facebook/ St.Kitts
& Nevis National Carnival)
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St. Kitts and Nevis
Maintains Visa-Free
Access To The UK
With Introduction Of
Worldwide Electronic
Travel Authorization
(ETA)

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts, September 11, 2024 (SKNIS):
Government of St. Kitts and Nevis is pleased to announce that
nationals of the Federation will maintain their visa-free access to
the United Kingdom (UK) through the upcoming rollout of the
UK Electronic Travel Authorisation (ETA) scheme. The ETA,
which applies to short-term stays for tourism, study, or business,
will be a requirement starting in 2025.

Starting November 27, 2024, nationals of St. Kitts and Nevis

allow for multiple entries into the UK over a period of two years
or until the expiration of the traveller’s passport, whichever is
sooner.

The introduction of the UK ETA is part of the UK’s efforts to
enhance border security while ensuring smoother entry for non-
visa nationals. As noted in the official communication from the
UK Government, the process is designed to be efficient, taking
an average of 10 minutes to complete, with a nominal fee of £10.
The UK ETA will be required for nationals travelling for stays of
less than six months, including holidays, short-term study, and
business trips.

The ETA rollout, which will also apply to other CARICOM
nations, the USA, Europe, and other regions, ensures that St. Kitts
and Nevis continues to enjoy seamless access to the UK without
the need for a traditional visa.

Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew expressed confidence that
this streamlined process will benefit citizens of St. Kitts and Nevis,
enabling easier and quicker access to the UK. He also highlighted
the continued close cooperation between the Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis and the UK to maintain strong bilateral relations.
For more information on the UK ETA and how to apply, please visit
the UK Government’s website at [https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
apply-for-an-electronic-travel-authorisation-eta](https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-an-electronic-travel-authorisation-
eta).

will be able to apply for the UK
ETA using an app or online
portal. This new system will
officially come into effect on
January 08, 2025. The ETA will
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Cabinet Touts
Education
Transformation In
St. Kitts and Nevis

Basseterre, St. Kitts, September 12, 2024 (SKNIS):
Government’s efforts to transform St. Kitts and Nevis’ education
system to meet the needs of a modern society is being shared
with students across St. Kitts by various ministers of government
during the annual Independence Cabinet Schools Visits.

Senior Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Right
Honourable Dr. Denzil Douglas, shared with students at the
Saddler’s Primary School that education plays a crucial role in
the development and progress of a nation.

Photo: Senior Minister Dr. Douglas greets students

“We believe that education is critically important to advance
our people so that ten, fifteen or twenty years from now, you who
are the students of Saddler’s and the students around the entire
country, will be proud to represent us in our older years, as you
become the ministers of government and we become retired
citizens,” the senior minister stated during the traditional Cabinet
Schools Visits, which began on September 05, 2024. “That’s why
education is important. That is why we say you must prepare
yourselves for the future ...”

Dr. Douglas highlighted that the education landscape in the
Federation is being transformed with new initiatives designed to

ensure that local students are as competitive as their peers around
the globe.

These changes bring a fresh wave of innovation to learning
such as utilising smart learning tools in the classroom, revamping
aspects of the primary and secondary school curricula, introducing
groundbreaking courses at the C. F. Bryant College, expanding
scholarships for higher education and technical training, and
establishing additional partnerships with top regional and global
universities.

“Education is critical to the survival of our independent country

and you, our citizens, must
understand that you have a role
to play,” said Dr. Douglas.

Prime Minister the
Honourable Dr. Terrance Drew
praised the principals, teachers
and support staff at various
schools across St. Kitts and
Nevis for their dedication and
tireless efforts in nurturing the
nation’s children. He
emphasized the significance of
the country’s sovereignty some
41 years ago (September 19,
1983) and challenged the
students to dream big and work
diligently to accomplish their
aspirations thereby adding to
the celebration of national
achievements.

The Cabinet Schools Visits
conclude on September 17,
2024.

Prime Minister Dr. Drew embraces students at the Cayon Primary
School
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Launch of the Trade
Up Scholarship
Programme of Palm
Beach State College
to nationals of
St. Kitts and Nevis

Basseterre, St. Kitts (September 11, 2024) - The Rotary
Clubs of Liamuiga and St. Kitts in partnership with the Firestone
Group Inc and Palm Beach State College of Florida, U.S.A are
pleased to announce the availability of the Trade Up Scholarship
Program of the College to nationals of St. Kitts and Nevis.

The TradeUp program (www.tradeupfund.org) is donated by
its founder, Jeffrey Firestone, CEO of the Firestone Group Inc of
Boca Raton Florida. After 40 years of serving our region with
goods and services he is giving back to our Caribbean community
with this scholarship program that is in partnership with Palm
Beach State College.

Under the Trade Up Scholarship Program two scholarships
will be available initially to qualified nationals of St. Kitts and Nevis
for study in the Hospitality Certification Program of the College
commencing in January 2025. The courses will be entirely online
at evenings for a period of 12 months which may at the discretion
of the College be extended to 18 months. The courses will include
a wide range of training in the hospitality industry including
management and related subjects. Mentoring and Counselling
towards employment in the industry will also be provided.

The fundamental eligibility criteria for the scholarships are:
- residence in St. Kitts and Nevis for the past three years or

study abroad in that period by nationals of St. Kitts and Nevis.
- a copy of passport or government issued ID
- a minimum of five (5) CSEC CXC Level passes including

Mathematics and English
- admission by the College

into its Hospitality Certification
Program.

Acceptance and processing
of applications for the
Scholarships will be facilitated
by the Rotary Clubs of

Liamuiga and St. Kitts on
behalf of the College. Dates
and more

information about the
application process will be
publicized shortly.

The Scholarships will cover

the full cost of tuition for the
Hospitality Certification
Program of Palm Beach State
College conditional upon the
maintenance by the student of
good academic standing under
the rules of the College.
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Nevis Tourism
Youth Minister
returns home
victorious from
2024 CTO Tourism
Youth Congress

NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS (September 11, 2024)-
Nevis Tourism Youth Minister Miss Keyana Warner returned home
on Monday, September 09 to a celebratory reception at the
Charlestown ferry terminal, having been judged winner of the
20th Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) Tropical Shipping
Regional Tourism Youth Congress held in the Cayman Islands on
September 05, 2024.

Miss Warner, a student of the Charlestown Secondary School
(CSS), delivered a riveting presentation at the Congress, a highlight
event of the CTO State of the Tourism Industry Conference
(SOTIC), to beat out 11 other young tourism advocates from across
the region.

The new CTO Regional Tourism Youth Minister was greeted
by family, friends, classmates, teachers, and officials from the
Ministries of Tourism and Education in the Nevis Island
Administration (NIA), and the Nevis Tourism Authority (NTA).

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Tourism Mr. John
Hanley congratulated Miss Warner on her victory.

“We’re truly delighted to be gathered here to bid a warm
welcome to our Youth Junior Tourism Minister who has just
returned from the Cayman Islands where she very proudly and
excellently represented Nevis at the 2024 Tourism Youth
Congress,” he said.

“Young Miss Warner placed as the regional champion and we
are truly proud of her. The last time Nevis accomplished this feat
was about 10 years ago in [Rol-J Williamson] so Miss Warner
you are in the league of very great persons. There’s a lot in store
for you and we look forward to great things. Congratulations.”

Ms. Zahnela Claxton, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of
Education, joined Mr. Hanley in congratulating Miss Warner and
commending her stellar performance at the regional congress.
She said looking at Ms. Warner’s performance during the live
stream of the event, she’d had every confidence that the young
student would have won.

“We were at our computers watching and supporting and
cheering, and we were enthralled with all that you did...

 Nevis’ Miss Keyana Warner, the 2024 CTO Regional Tourism Youth Minister (3rd from right) receives a
hero’s welcome upon arriving home on September 09, 2024

Nevis Tourism Youth Minister Miss Keyana Warner delivers winning
presentation at the 20th Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO)
Tropical Shipping Regional Tourism Youth Congress in the Cayman
Islands on September 05, 2024

“On behalf of all of us and
all who worked with you from
the Ministries of Education and
Tourism, I want to commend
and congratulate you for a job
well done. We are proud of you

and we know you have so much
more in store, and we look
forward to all of the great
things that are to come.”

Miss Warner expressed her

appreciation for the reception
and thanked everyone or their
kind words and support

(cont’d on next page)
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throughout her journey to the local and regional congresses.
“It’s an honour to have this title and I am very thankful for it. I

want to thank my team. We all did a great job and we did it!”
The Youth Tourism Minister’s parents Kenny and Nekisha Warner

as well as her younger brother Kamorli were on hand to welcome
her back to Nevis, with the principal, teachers and her classmates
from the CSS cheering loudly. Judith Liburd, Tropical Shipping Island
Manager for Nevis was also present to welcome Miss Warner as
the local representative for the Congress title sponsor.

Premier of Nevis and Minister of Tourism in the NIA the
Honourable Mark Brantley has offered congratulatory comments
on the young student’s achievement in the regional competition.

“Accolades have poured in from all across the region for Miss
Warner and I certainly join in congratulating her, her family, her
school, and those who have worked so hard to prepare her and
certainly the officials here at the Ministry of Tourism.

“Young Keyana Warner is a star. Great things are in store for
her and I congratulate her. She has truly made Nevis and all of us
proud.”

Nevis Tourism Youth

Basseterre, September 09, 2024

ECSE to host DEAP in
Sint Maarten in
November 2024

The Eastern
Caribbean Securities
Exchange (ECSE), on
the invitation of the St.
Maarten Chamber of
Commerce and
Industry (COCI), will
host an in-person
session of the
acclaimed Directors’
Education and
A c c r e d i t a t i o n
Programme (DEAP) at
the Simpson Bay
Resort, Philipsburg,
Sint Maarten over the
period 20th - 22nd
November 2024.

The DEAP, which is
offered jointly by the
ECSE and the
Chartered Governance
Institute of Canada
(CGIC), is an advanced

Nevis Tourism Youth Minister Miss Keyana Warner (2nd from right) wins
20th Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) Tropical Shipping
Regional Tourism Youth Congress in the Cayman Islands on September
05, 2024

(cont’d from last page)
Minister victorious...

director training course, aimed at preparing
directors for the important role that they
play in the governance of corporations.

Further details and registration for this
programme could be accessed from the
ECSE’s website at www.ecseonline.com,
or by contacting the ECSE by e-mail:
info@ecseonline.com; or by telephone: 869
466 7192.
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themselves have been disappointing.
I mean, I don’t know a lot about the game but I

believe that the guy, Mikyle Louis, the local guy,he’s
on home soil and he proved himself from since day
one. I believe he should have been moved up in the
batting order. We had persons like Fletcher and
Rutherford coming in and outing for one, two, not and
then they continuously kept bringing them up to fourth
and kept bringing Louis fifth. I don’t like that. That
should not have been. We needed to win at least one
game on the home soil. I don’t like that we did not.

Jason Ian Barrett (Member of the St.Kitts-
Nevis Association of Persons with Disabilities)

Local Cricket Fans Rate Patriots Performance

Well, first of all, I’m glad that the tickets have been
donated to me so I don’t have to worry about paying
for them. I work at McKnight Community Centre for
the association for the disabled. The CPL people donate
the tickets to us every year. So I thank them for the
tickets they donated to us. When I was at the job earlier
this week, I got two tickets for Sunday...but my
neighbour said he had to go work today. So I came
with the tickets and I gave somebody one and I take
the other one. So it was nice. The game was nice.
Well, they perform in a kind of way but when they
catch the ball, they keep dropping the ball at it; they
were right under the ball and they keep dropping the
ball and that’s what makes me mad. So I can imagine
that if I had bet money, I would have lost. In some
games they catch the ball and some games they drop
the ball.

Troy Liburd (Minister of Education and Youth-
Nevis Island Administration)

I’m one who is a lover of cricket, playing a little bit
of cricket myself as a youth and so it’s always a good
opportunity for the people of the Federation to come
out together to enjoy some good cricket. I am a little
bit disappointed that our home team did not win any
games here at home, but hopefully going forward

through the tournament we’ll see them get some
victories. Besides that, I enjoyed the atmosphere very
much. Of course I’d say overall the games were very,
very nice games, competitive games. Even though we
didn’t come out the winners of games,  they were still
very competitive. So I enjoyed myself. I know that a
lot of other persons had that opportunity to enjoy
themselves. Quite a lot of us from Nevis came over
every night and today and so that’s always a good
thing when we have that interaction between the people
of the Federation so I look forward to more CPL and
more cricket in general. Awesome. I actually enjoyed
watching Mikyle Louis play and I think he has a bright
future. Louis is somebody who following cricket I’ve
seen him play a lot of cricket in Nevis with highlights
in Nevis he plays a lot of cricket there and so I have
seen him play over the years and I’ve known that he
has that talent he now has the opportunity to showcase
that talent for the entire world and I think he has done
well with the opportunities that he has gotten he made
a 50 earlier in the week and he made 60 something
today so I think he has a really bright future and I’m
looking forward to seeing him go from strength to
strength.”

Lillian Richardson (Best Dress U$500 winner
during the matches played)

Well, not because they lost all the games but to me
I had a wonderful time. I enjoy myself and ...to me,
they’ve done a good job. They might lose, but if you
look at it, they get wickets and they make runs.
Because they make up to 200 and something, so to
me, that’s great runs. But where they are lacking, I
don’t really know but all I say, better luck next time
and I have faith in them. Maybe they can’t win in
St.Kitts but they can win overseas; you never know.
We had a wonderful time. It was great, for true. Lots
of fun, meeting people. The party atmosphere was
just wonderful. Everything was good. You (fans) don’t
just come out here to say really they (Patriots) must
win but you make sure you come and you show your
support. Most of the people, like, they will just sit down
and they will say nothing. Well, I will bang my mouth
24-7. Then only if they make a six, they get out by the
opposition, then they would make a noise but to me,
they (fans) need to come and make some noise. And
something what I think they should do too, make some
t-shirts of your country fellow men, like of Mikyle Louis
and the other athletes from the Caribbean. They can
make some t-shirts of them, their own persons and
put them along with the CPL t-shirt, and sell them in

the country. So for instance, you come out and come
back with a Mikyle Louis shirt; full up the stadium
with Mikyle Louis shirts. Then they go to the next
country, maybe Antigua, Antigua person, they got on
all Antigua shirts.

Joseph ‘De Awesome Navigator’ Bergan
(Well-known Calypsonian)

Well, from what I’ve seen and from what I’ve
heard, I think the Patriots made a good effort. And in
anything you do, sometimes you’re going to win some
and you’re going to lose some. But I trust and hope
that when they play their other legs outside, I trust
that they will be even more successful than they were
at home. So that is just my two pence towards the
whole thing.

Photo: Lillian Richardson see in an outfit
which landed her U$500 for Best Dress during
the matches played at Warner Park in St.Kitts
(Photo courtesy Lillian Richardson)

(cont’d from page 03)
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Ohio leaders dismiss
claims of migrants
eating pets
Kayla Epstein and Sam Cabral
BBC News

Getty Images Donald Trump after the 10 September US presidential
debateGetty Images

Donald Trump used the presidential debate to invoke baseless
claims about migrants in Springfield, Ohio

Leaders in the US state of Ohio are trying to douse baseless
rumours that Haitian immigrants in a town there have been eating
residents’ pets as food.

The allegations have percolated up through right-wing media
and were amplified by Donald Trump at his presidential debate
with Kamala Harris on Tuesday.

“This is something that came up on the internet, and the internet
can be quite crazy sometimes,” Ohio Governor Mike DeWine
said.

On Tuesday, a parent in the town of Springfield accused
Republicans of politically exploiting his son’s death in a crash
caused by a Haitian migrant.

Trump repeats baseless claim about Haitian immigrants eating
pets

Eating pets, inflation, abortion - key debate claims fact-checked
Authorities say some 15,000 migrants of Haitian origin have

resettled over the past couple of years in Springfield, a south-
western Ohio town with a population of less than 60,000 people.

Some local residents have expressed frustration over the influx,
saying the newcomers are straining city resources, from housing
to healthcare.

In recent weeks unsubstantiated claims have surfaced on social
media that the migrants are abducting and eating animals, from
pet cats and dogs to park ducks.

Trump, his running mate JD Vance, the world’s richest man
Elon Musk and other conservatives have amplified the reports.

But Springfield Mayor Rob Rue said on Tuesday that “we
have not been able to verify any credible reports or specific claims
of pets being harmed, injured or abused by individuals within the
immigrant community”.

“The news story regarding a cat being killed or consumed did
not originate in Springfield,” he added. “It actually involved a Canton
woman who was arrested for animal cruelty last month.”

Canton is an Ohio city north-east of Springfield.
“I think we go with what the mayor says,” Governor DeWine

told CBS on Wednesday. “He knows his city.”
A moderate Republican who has endorsed Trump’s re-election

bid, DeWine has pledged to invest in Springfield’s healthcare and
education systems to address its “unprecedented” population
increase, but he also defended the newcomers.

“These Haitians came in here to work because there were
jobs, and they filled a lot of jobs. And if you talk to employers,
they’ve done a very, very good job and they work very, very hard,”
he said.

On Thursday Springfield officials evacuated city hall following
reports of a bomb threat. It is not yet known whether the incident
was connected to the immigration controversy.

Last year a Haitian immigrant driving without a valid US licence
crashed his minivan into a school bus in the town.

One student - Aiden Clark,
11 - died after being thrown
from the bus as it flipped, while
20 others were sent to the
hospital.

The driver, Hermanio
Joseph, was found guilty of
involuntary manslaughter and
felony vehicular homicide, and
sentenced to nine to 13-and-a-
half years in prison.

On Monday, the Trump
campaign’s X account posted
side-by-side photos of Aiden
and Joseph, and attacked Vice-

President Harris’ immigration policies before the presidential
debate.

At a city commission meeting the next day, Aiden’s father,
Nathan, said he wished his child had been killed “by a 60-year-old
white man” so “the incessant group of hate-spewing people would
leave us alone”.

The Trump campaign told the BBC it was “deeply sorry to the
Clark family for the loss of their son”.

“We hope the media will continue to cover the stories of the
very real suffering and tragedies experienced by the people of
Springfield, Ohio, due to the influx of illegal Haitian immigrants in
their community,” the campaign said.

Just a few hours after Mr Clark spoke, Trump repeated the
claims about Haitian immigrants eating pets in a TV debate watched
by more than 67 million viewers.
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Basseterre, St. Kitts
(11th September, 2024) -
The St. Kitts Electricity
Company Ltd wishes to advise
that power has been restored
to all telecommunications and
broadcasting companies that
have been affected by a recent
extended outage at Ottley’s
Level.

As stated previously, the
delay in restoration to the
affected area was due to the
high-risk nature of the area
including overgrown vegetation,
altitude, and the area’s overall
terrain. SKELEC, having
completed its tendering process,
selected an independent
contractor to complete aspects
of the work at Ottley’s Level
and was finally able to energize
the area over the weekend.

According to SKELEC’s
General Manager, Clement
Williams, while restoration
work may have been delayed,
we are pleased that the teams
were able to restore power to
all affected safely. “While
restoration may have taken
longer than some may have
anticipated the company had to
ensure that there was due
diligence in the completion of
the work,” he said. “We
explored several options and
finalised the best course of
action for restoration taking into
consideration the cost, risk
factor, and complete time for
restoration. Our aim now is to
continue to explore long term
strategies to ensure minimal
interruptions at Ottley’s Level.”

SKELEC apologizes for
any inconvenience this outage
may have caused and thanks
the affected customers for their
patience during this time. For
more SKELEC updates please
visit our Facebook page:
SKELEC- St. Kitts Electricity
Company Ltd or log on to
www.skelec.kn.

SKELEC Restores
Power To
Telecommunications
And Broadcasting
Companies At
Ottley’s Level
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CDB, OECS, World
Bank Working to
Increase Procurement
Opportunities for
Caribbean Businesses

September 6, 2024, BRIDGETOWN, Barbados - The
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB, the Bank) in partnership
with the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States Commission
(OECS) and the World Bank hosted a two-day event for regional
businesses to take full advantage of procurement opportunities
offered by their projects.

The initiative, called the CDB, OECS, WB Procurement Fair,
took place in Saint Lucia on September 4-5. It brought together
over 600 suppliers, contractors, and consultants to provide them
with useful information and tools to submit successful bids for
projects funded by these organisations.

Mr. Doug Fraser, the Head
of Procurement at CDB,
emphasised the importance of
the collaboration, “The Bank
recognises the crucial role that
the private sector plays in
providing goods, works and
services to the projects we
finance to help our clients to
achieve their development
outcomes... Without suppliers,
contractors and consultants
none of our projects would be
possible. Our engagement here
with the private and public
sector provides solutions and
innovations that are key to
driving Caribbean economic
development and reducing
poverty.”

Government procurement
plays a significant role in the
Caribbean economy, accounting
for a large part of the region’s
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP). Improving procurement
processes can help make better
use of limited resources,
stimulate private sector growth,
and support the development of
stronger, more inclusive
economies.

Remarking on the value
procurement can add to local
economies, Ms. Lilia
Burunciuc, World Bank
Director for the Caribbean said,
“In the OECS, the World Bank
finances projects totaling
US$75M. Each project
presents opportunities for local
vendors, and we are pleased to
build capacity - with the
Caribbean Development Bank
and the OECS Commission as
partners - among the private
sector, such that they can
increasingly take advantage of
these opportunities.”

The event not only provided
valuable information to potential

(cont’d on next page)
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contractors but also aimed to
ensure that procurement for
CDB’s projects is done
efficiently. By familiarising
bidders with the requirements
and processes of the financing
agency, the event helped
increase their chances of
success. In 2023 alone, CDB
awarded over USD 170 million
in contracts for various
projects, offering significant
opportunities for Caribbean
suppliers.

Commenting on the regional
activity, OECS Director
General Dr. Didacus Jules
stated â€œThe OECS is
committed to fostering regional
economic growth by enhancing
procurement opportunities for
our businesses. Through
strategic partnerships like this
one with the CDB and the
World Bank, we aim to
empower Caribbean suppliers,

contractors, and consultants
with the knowledge and tools
they need to compete
successfully in global markets.
In the context of our Economic
Union, we add value to
Member States through pooled
procurement of critical inputs to
their prosperity and well-being
at the most reasonable prices.
By improving procurement
processes, we can drive
economic inclusion, maximise
the region’s resources, and
contribute to the sustainable
development of our
economies.”

CDB, OECS, World Bank Working to
Increase Procurement Opportunities...

Other speakers at the event
included Ms. Roselyn Opel,
Head of Pooled Procurement
Services at the OECS
Commission who highlighted
that the Procurement Unit at the
OECS Commission is
committed to upholding
transparency, probity,
accountability, competition,
fairness, efficiency and
effectiveness in all processes.
Also in attendance was Mr.
Luciano Gutierres Wuerzius,
Procurement Specialist at the
World Bank, along with project
leaders from different sectors

such as energy, environment, youth, health, education, and
infrastructure.

(cont’d from last page)
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Nadal withdraws
from Laver Cup

Ex-partner who killed
Ugandan athlete dies
from burns
Wycliffe Muia -BBC News, Nairobi

Rebecca Cheptegei died last week after being doused in petrol
and set on fire by a former boyfriend

The former boyfriend of Ugandan Olympic athlete Rebecca
Cheptegei, who killed her by setting her on fire, has himself died
from burns sustained in the attack, a Kenyan hospital official has
said.

Dickson Ndiema ambushed the marathon runner as she
returned home from church more than a week ago. He then doused
her with petrol and set her ablaze.

Local administrators said the two had been in conflict over a
small piece of land in north-west Kenya, where Cheptegei lived
and trained.

Ndiema died on Monday night at the intensive care unit, where

according to the hospital, he had
been admitted with burns on
more than 40% of his body.

“He developed respiratory
failure as a result of the severe
airway burns and sepsis that led
to his eventual death on
Monday evening at 18:30 hours
[15:30 GMT] despite life-saving
measures,” a press release
from Moi Teaching and
Referral Hospital said.

Cheptegei died last
Thursday - four days after she
was attacked. She suffered
burns to more than 80% of her
body.

I saw athlete on fire running
towards me after attack,
neighbour tells BBC

‘Running for her family’ -
Olympian mourned after
vicious attack

Neighbours said that on the
day of the attack, they heard
screams before Cheptegei
came running towards them
shouting for help.

Local media reported that
Ndiema had sneaked into
Cheptegei’s home in western
Kenya’s Trans Nzoia county
with a five-litre jerrycan full of
petrol.

Some of the fuel he poured
on Cheptegei splashed onto his
own body, according to reports.
As a result, Ndiema got caught
in the fire after he set his
former partner alight.

Ndiema was to face charges
as police said they were
treating Cheptegei’s death as
murder, with the former
boyfriend named as the main

suspect.
But now that Ndiema has died, the criminal case has been

dropped and an inquest into the two deaths will be opened instead.
Both Ndiema and Cheptegei were admitted to Moi Hospital

before their deaths.
Cheptegei’s death shocked people across the world, with fellow

Ugandans saying she was an inspiration to them.
The 33-year-old Olympian was the third female athlete to be

killed in Kenya over the last three years. In each case, current or
former romantic partners were named as the main suspects by
police.

In 2021, world-record holder Agnes Tirop was stabbed to death
and six months later Damaris Mutua was strangled.

“I don’t wish bad things on anyone, but of course I would have
loved for him to face the law as an example for others so that
these attacks on women can stop,” Beatrice Ayikoru, secretary-
general of the Uganda Olympic Committee, told the Reuters news
agency.

Some observers are saying that female athletes are becoming
increasingly vulnerable.

“[This is] because they go against traditional gender norms
where the woman is just in the kitchen and just cooking and taking
care of kids. But now female athletes are becoming more
independent, financially independent,” Joan Chelimo, who co-
founded Tirop’s Angels to help highlight the issue of violence
against women.

Cheptegei was born on the Kenyan side of the Kenya-Uganda
border, but chose to cross over and represent Uganda to chase
her athletics dream when she did not get a breakthrough in Kenya.

When she first got into running, she joined the Uganda People’s
Defence Forces in 2008 and rose to sergeant rank.

Her career included competing in this year’s Paris Olympics.
Although she came 44th in the marathon, people in her home area
called her “champion”.

She also won gold at the World Mountain and Trail Running
Championships in Chiang Mai, Thailand, in 2022.

Cheptegei is set to be buried on Saturday at her ancestral home
in Bukwo, Uganda.

Attacks on women have become a major concern in Kenya.
In 2022 at least 34% of women said they had experienced physical
violence, according to a national survey.

“We don’t want this to happen to any other woman, whether
an athlete or from the village, or a young girl,” Rachel Kamweru,
a spokesperson the the government’s department for gender and
affirmative action, told the BBC.

Image source,Getty Images
Nadal is the second-most successful men’s singles player of all time,
behind only long-time rival Novak Djokovic

Published BBC Sport
Rafael Nadal has pulled out of this month’s Laver Cup, saying

he believes there are “other players who can help the team deliver
the win” for Team Europe.

The 38-year-old Spaniard has not played since his defeat
alongside compatriot Carlos Alcaraz in the quarter-finals of the
men’s doubles at the Paris Olympics in August.

A 22-time Grand Slam singles champion, Nadal did not confirm
any specific injury or health concerns but he has previously
indicated 2024 would be his last season

“I’m really disappointed to share that I won’t be able to compete
at the Laver Cup in Berlin next week,” Nadal said.

“This is a team competition and to really support Team Europe,
I need to do what’s best for them and at this moment there are
other players who can help the team deliver the win.”

The Laver Cup, contested between Team Europe and Team
World, starts in Berlin on 20 September.

Having hoped to play a full schedule in 2024, Nadal only
competed at one of the four majors - the French Open, where he
lost in the first round to Alexander Zverev.

After missing Wimbledon to focus on the Olympics, Nadal
was hampered by a thigh problem in Paris and suffered a second-
round loss in the men’s singles to eventual gold medallist Novak
Djokovic.

“I have so many great, emotional memories from playing Laver
Cup and I was really looking forward to being with my teammates
and with Bjorn in his final year as captain,” added Nadal, who has
previously made three Laver Cup appearances.

“I wish Team Europe the very best of luck and will be cheering
them on from afar.”
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