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SOCK STARS - Staff and students of the Cotton Thomas Comprehensive School
show off their mismatch socks on Thursday 21st March 2024

sock in celebration of World Down Syndrome Day
(Photo: Facebook-CottonThomasComprehensiveSchool)
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The JAMKITNEV ST. KITTS CHAPTER is inviting all Jamaicans who reside in St.
Kits to a re-launch of the association with a special meeting on Saturday March 23 at

the Wesleyan Holiness Church Hall in Shadwell. Featured speaker is a representative
from the office of National Security. All Jamaicans are encouraged to attend.

Announcement

Embracing
Compassionate
For ‘Mismatch

Socks’ Day
Living in a world which focuses on looks and the essence of

striving for perfection of flawless beauty, it is quite important for
individuals to appreciate and understand and reflect on the
essence of diversity in beauty which is more than skin deep.

Among the many life lessons can include an invaluable one
on the topic of compassion and acceptance as it relates to
individuals born with Down syndrome and other genetic
conditions.

It goes without saying that a true test of humanity boils down
to how we treat each other and by extension our attitude towards
individuals who look different based on how they were born.

World Down syndrome has been celebrated on 21st March
each year since 2012. According to
www.worlddownsyndromeday.org, Down syndrome (or
Trisomy 21) is a condition in which a person has an extra
chromosome. As explained further, Chromosomes are
“packages” of genes in the body. They determine how a baby’s
body forms and functions as it grows.

It can be firmly stated that showing compassion, love and
acceptance towards persons with Down syndrome is more than
an act of kindness, it reflects our togetherness in humanity as a
people.

Efforts to remove misunderstanding, stereotype and stigma
towards individuals with Down syndrome and other genetic
conditions starts with awareness and interest to understand such

conditions with the mindset towards
acknowledging that these individuals are known
to be quite smart, artistic and talented.

In celebration of World Down Syndrome
Day, individuals wear mismatched/ and or
colourful socks giving visibility or reminder of
the beauty in diversity as well as echoing the
way chromosomes resemble socks.

In general, when it comes to physical
appearances, the topic of bullying in schools
remains a serious and troubling issue because
all around the globe many children get teased
for about certain genetic conditions, body
weight and other areas that some impolite and
disrespectful persons-including adults- think it
best to make a mocking spotlight of.

Many of us have heard stories about

suicides and attempted suicides because of the
negative impact of bullying while on the flipside
we have all heard about the triumphs that many
individuals have made in reverse of using the
negativity thrown at them to push to success and
positivity in their lives, and even using such as a
story of triumph in hopes of inspiring others.

We owe it to ourselves as a people to
celebrate the uniqueness of each individual in
recognition of the fact that our differences offer
a blend of talents, artistic abilities and intellectual
capacities, including individuals with Down
syndrome of course.

Let us show love for everyone as we walk a
part of inclusivity for all whereby being valued,
loved and accepted for who we are collectively.
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Gov’t Minister,
Well-Known Media
Personality Spread
Awareness About
Down Syndrome
By: Spokesman Newsroom

media personality Michelle
Stokes better known as ‘Sister
Sensia’ teamed up for a public
spotlight outreach in efforts to
promote awareness about the
genetic condition.

Such collaboration shared
via social media-particularly
Facebook on the government’s
St.Kitts and Nevis Information
Service-SKNIS page- shows
an interactive video aired on
Thursday 21st March 2024
featuring two individuals with
the condition, a boy named
Justin and a young woman
named Erica.

“Down syndrome is a
genetic condition that affects a
person’s health, learning abilities
and features. It occurs when a
person is born with an extra
chromosome. So, instead of
being born with 46
chromosomes, a person with
Down syndrome has 47,”
commented Phillip

Sister Sensia stated:
“According to the United
Nations, each year
approximately 3,000 to 5,000
children worldwide are born
with Down syndrome.”

According to Phillip: “There
is no cure for Down syndrome
but with the support from
therapists, special education
teachers, family, and members
in the community, a person with
Down syndrome can live a

In celebration of World Down Syndrome Day on Thursday 21st
March 2024, Minister of State with responsibilities for disabilities
Isalean Phillip (second from right) and well-known media
personality Michelle ‘Sister Sensia’ Stokes (second from left) teamed
up for a public spotlight outreach in efforts to promote awareness
about the genetic condition. The interactive video presentation
featured two individuals with the condition (Screenshot via
Facebook-St.KittsandNevisInformationService-SKNIS)

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 21st March 2024)-
In celebration of World Down Syndrome Day, Minister of State
with responsibilities for disabilities Isalean Phillip and well-known

healthy and fulfilling life.”
“This means that they have many strengths and talents. Many

people with Down syndrome, they love music, and they give some
of the best smiles and the sweetest hugs. Can I give a hug?,” said
Sister Sensia who got a hug from Justin.

“So if you know anybody, you can always be considerate if a
person takes some extra time to say something or to do something.
Keep in mind that there are some persons with Down syndrome
who are non-verbal. So, today we’re going to hear from Erica,
who’s going to tell us something very important,” Phillip added.

Erica’s short message spoke about â€œI love people” and also
self-love.

According to www.worlddownsyndromeday.org, Down
syndrome is a naturally occurring chromosomal arrangement in
which a person has an extra copy of chromosome 21.

It further reads: “Down syndrome is a naturally occurring
chromosomal arrangement that has always been a part of the
human condition. The sole characteristic shared by all people with
Down syndrome is the presence of extra genetic material
associated with the 21st chromosome. This happens because of
an error during cell division when the egg and sperm first meet.
The effects of that extra genetic material vary greatly from
individual to individual.”

On the topic of whether the condition is a disorder, it was
explained that “Down syndrome is not a disorder, it is a naturally
occurring condition, which impacts the arrangement in a person’s
chromosomes.”

Additionally, “Down syndrome is not a disease, disorder, defect
or medical condition and therefore does not require treatment,
prevention or a cure. It is inappropriate and offensive to refer to
people with Down syndrome as â€œafflicted with” or “suffering
from” it. People with Down syndrome can go to speech or motor
therapy, but this does not treat Down syndrome itself. Down
syndrome is a naturally occurring chromosomal arrangement that
has always been a part of the human condition. The sole
characteristic shared by all people with Down syndrome is the
presence of extra genetic material associated with the 21st
chromosome. This happens because of an error during cell division
when the egg and sperm first meet. The effects of that extra
genetic material vary greatly from individual to individual.”

Utilities Minister Applauds
Water Services Workers
...Encourages Consumers Not To
Take Water For Granted
By: Spokesman Newsroom

Minister of Utilities Konris Maynard pictured while delivering his World Water Day message on Friday
16th March 2024, leading up to the occasion-celebrated on 22nd March each year. (Video screenshot
image: Facebook/St.KittsandNevisInformationService-SKNIS) (cont’d on page 05)

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 21st March 2024)- “Many workers in the Water Services

Department get out of their beds at 3 a.m. in the morning to ensure
that the water supply is restored, while others get up at 5 or 6 in
the morning. Many of them respond to our calls around the clock
and sacrifice time with their families on weekends and public
holidays to ensure that we have a continuous water supply from
dusk until dawn.”

Such sentiments have been expressed by Minister of Utilities
Konris Maynard in his World Water Day message on Friday 16th
March 2024, leading up to the occasion-celebrated on 22nd March
each year.

According to him: “Likewise, the government has demonstrated
its commitment to solving the water crisis by increasing its
expenditure on water by approximately 400 percent since taking
administration.”

The Utilities Minister pointed out that demand for water on St.
Kitts currently stands at approximately six million gallons per day,
while our supply capacity is only about 5 million gallons.

“This results in a deficit of about 20%. As a result, the Water
Services Department has implemented nightly rationing for most
communities.”

Maynard went on to say that the government is committed to
developing additional water sources to ensure a 24-hour supply
and included redundancies.

“Thus, we have embarked on the following significant
infrastructural investment in the island water supply system.
Construction of a seawater reverse osmosis desalination plant in
Bastille capable of producing 2 million gallons of water daily which
is about to start construction.”

He continued: “Drilling of additional wells across the island.
We have successfully drilled in the Cayon area and are getting
ready to drill more in critical areas. Construction of new storage
reservoirs and expansion of existing ones. Installation of new
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Music Festival First
Wave Unveiling Gets
Mixed Reactions
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 21st March 2024) -Following the
official release of the first batch of  St.Kitts Music Festival acts, members of the
public have been voicing mixed feedback, sparking more scrutiny than excitement.

On the night of Friday 15th March 2024, via a 1 minute and 28 seconds video on
its Facebook Page, organizers released what is being dubbed the primary lineup
featuring 16 acts, most of whom are local entertainers.

The announced acts are: Small Axe Band, Itebulous, Rick Ross, Eazi, Speedy,
TBone, KT Dan, AkaiiUSweet, Mical Teja, Hi Light, Green House Band featuring
Mishka, Alkaline, Jaydo$, Third World, Tommy Lee Sparta and Mr. Mention.

That unveiling post has received over 350 reactions while the comment section
has been flooded with more than 200 responses. That release video has also received
over 160 shares.

According to one individual “Well this is a local festival. I don’t mind giving our
people a turn but what about bringing people to our shores. St.Kitts Music Festival
is a tourism product to not only fill beds ut expose people to our little Federation.
Me ain’t see an act yet to excite visitors.”

“ I just happy to see plenty locals on the line up, Big up Jados is about time,”
said another social media user.

According to another individual: “Phase 1 not to bad but I’m looking forward to
phase 2 and 3 just put Rihanna or Nicki Minaj in second phase.”

A top commenter whose initial feedback got over 100 laugh reactions from

other users, stated: “I come back one more time. On a side, and much more serious
note the 1st wave needed to be far more enticing because Music Festival is above
all else a major tourism product. The first wave should encourage people to book
flights and hotels expeditiously, I absolutely do NOT see this wave doing that.
Further, there is no mention of when the other “waves” are coming and with our
luck this looking like we nah hear bout the next wave til 1st June.”
Image: Screenshot image of the first wave unveiling video on Friday 15th March 2024
(source: Facebook/St.KittsMusic Festival)
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pipelines and upgrading of existing ones. Introduction of modern technology to
improve efficiency and optimize the use of resources.”

The Utilities Minister also informed that the government is also recruiting
additional water engineers and have begun to review the current institutional
structure of the Water Services Department with a view to converting the
department to a corporate body.

Additionally, he highlighted that the “sustainable management of our water
resources is our shared responsibility.”

“As the government continues to play its part, consumers have an equally vital
role to perform. Consumers must be deliberate in conserving water by reducing
consumption, repairing leaks promptly, and reporting faults to the authorities for

Utilities Minister Applauds
Water Services Workers...

urgent action.
He encouraged that consumers should also uphold our obligation to pay for the

services that the Water Services Department provides whilst noting that the team
at the Water Services Department has been working on a number of projects.

“The team at the Water Services Department has been working assiduously to
reliably bring water to our taps,” he commented.

The Utilities Minister is calling upon individuals not to take water for granted
and also not only value it when such is lacking.

“Water is an invaluable resource that we all agree should be treasured. However,
most of us only think about it when it is unavailable. This mindset needs to change.
We can no longer afford to take water for granted and only value it when we lack
it. We must acknowledge water’s crucial role in our socio-economic development
and appreciate our convenient access to it. Water is essential to our daily lives,
whether for cooking, drinking, washing, bathing, flushing toilets, cleaning,
manufacturing, or agriculture. It is a crucial component of the environment.”

He added: “Our interactions with it directly impact our ability to access clean,
fresh water continuously. Managing the delicate balance between human activity
and water is crucial for sustaining life and maintaining good health. Having a
dependable source of clean drinking water for any community or country is not a
matter of chance, but rather a result of deliberate planning. It requires the cooperation
of all stakeholders, including the government and citizens working together.”

As shared by him, in 1993, the United Nations General Assembly declared
March 22nd as World Water Day to raise awareness about sustainable fresh water
management.

It was also shared by Maynard that people worldwide celebrate this day by
conducting various activities such as panel discussions, sharing information, and
spreading awareness regarding the challenges faced in achieving sustainable water
management.

He has extended heartfelt appreciation to the staff of the Water Services
Department and congratulated them in celebration of World Water Day 2024, on
behalf of his and by extension the government.

Front Page Image sourced via screenshot from Shutterstock used for
illustration purposes only shows the hands of someone using a water
pipe.

(cont’d from page 03)
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Caribbean Public Procurement
Directors Better Equipped to
Advance Procurement Reform with
Support of CDB

March 19, 2024 - BRIDGETOWN, Barbados- Several senior procurement
leaders across the Caribbean are now better informed about Regional and worldwide

CAPTION: Procurement Directors from Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, British Virgin
Islands, Cayman Islands, Dominica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia and Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, joined over 500 other representatives from governments,
civil society, academia and other professionals attending the XVIII Annual Conference
of the Inter-American Network on Government Procurement.

public procurement trends following their
participation in the XVIII Annual
Conference of the Inter-American
Network on Government Procurement
(INGP) last month in Asuncion,
Paraguay, through funding from the
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB).

Procurement Directors from
Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, British
Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands,
Dominica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint
Lucia and Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, along with a CDB
delegation, joined over 500 other
representatives from governments, civil
society, academia and other
professionals attending the Conference.
The INGP Conference serves as an
occasion for countries to meet and share
updates on the status of procurement
reform and planned reforms and discuss
common priorities.

CDB’s Head of Procurement, Mr.
Douglas Fraser said, “The INGP plays
a critical role in sharing best practice
and building technical networks across
the Caribbean and beyond. The 2024
annual conference allowed participants

to deepen their knowledge in several
areas, including sustainable
procurement, professionalisation,
integrity and digitisation, which can now
be applied under action plans that were
developed at the event. CDB stands
ready to collaborate with its Borrowing
Member Countries and the INGP to
support procurement reform within the
Region.”

Participant, Ms. Ludiane Leveret-
Richardson, Chief Procurement Officer,
Ministry of Finance, Government of
Anguilla noted that conferences like
INGP help smaller islands that are still
in the infancy or youth phases of
procurement to learn about evolving
strategies being used to progress
procurement in some of the more
advanced islands/countries.

She added, “From this year’s
conference, my two key takeaways
were the importance of
professionalisation of our procurement
functions and the transformative power
of public procurement.
Professionalisation equips practitioners
with the necessary skills, knowledge and
capabilities to execute their duties in
adherence to procurement legislation.
Meanwhile, public procurement can be
the key to ensuring that an organisation
operates as a single unit towards the

(cont’d on next page)
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achievement of its objectives. It can act as a positive engine for change in terms of
innovation, sustainable practices, and being a catalyst for improvements in the
achievement of value for money.”

Fellow Participant, Mr. Sean Cenac, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Works,
Government of Antigua and Barbuda described the event as an example of how
shared challenges, can generate shared solutions. He added, “The XVIII INGP
Conference continues to strengthen professional relationships, serve as a medium
for information exchange and an impetus for advancing procurement systems among
its participating member-countries. This year’s conference recognised
professionalisation and collaboration as official themes (among other vital strategies)

that dominated side-discussions. For Antigua and Barbuda, the Conference
reinforced how important it is to establish procurement fundamentals, while
expanding and engendering stakeholder communities within a common objective.
The INGP Conference has grown to be a vital institution offering a combination of
technical and policy-level knowledge that promote insights and pathways to
modernise procurement systems.”

In addition, during this year’s event, held under the theme “Promoting
Development with Public-Private Collaboration through State Procurements,”
CDB’s Head of Procurement, Douglas Fraser led a panel discussion focused on
strategies and tools to build stronger inter-sectoral alliances between stakeholders
in the procurement process. The panel featured representatives from the US White
House Office of Federal Procurement Policy, the Chamber of Commerce and
Services of Paraguay, Robinson Global Management and the Paraguayan Road
Chamber.

The conference was held with the institutional, technical and financial support
of the Organization of American States, as the Technical Secretariat of the INGP;
the Inter-American Development Bank; the International Development Research
Centre of Canada, the Caribbean Development Bank and the National Directorate
of Public Procurement of Paraguay, who hosted the event.

Caribbean Public
Procurement Directors
Better Equipped...
(cont’d dfrom last page)
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Lights.
Camera.
Action.
ECTEL
Launches ‘She’s
my ICT
Champion!’
Reel Contest

Castries, Saint Lucia -
21st March 2024 - Girls in
ICT (Information and
Communications Technology)
will be celebrated globally on
Thursday, April 25th, and once
again the Eastern Caribbean
Telecommunications Authority
(ECTEL) is playing its part to
empower girls, especially
those in our five Contracting
States, to become more
aware of the benefits to be
derived from studying and
pursuing a career in the field
of ICT.

The focus of this annual
event, organized by the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Telecommunication Union
(ITU), revolves around the
theme of Leadership. It aims
to highlight the crucial
necessity for having influential
female figures as role models
in the fields of science,
technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM)
careers. According to the ITU,
‘although women now fill 40%
of high-skill occupations
globally, their participation in
ICT-related fields continues to
be low. Women are nearly
absent from software
development, engineering,
technology research,
academia as well as at the
highest levels of policy
making. They also tend to
leave science and technology
jobs at higher rates than men.
To thrive in STEM, girls and
young women must be
exposed to women in
leadership positions, fostering
inspiration and breaking down
barriers that hinder their
progress.’

To this end, the
Directorate is calling on
female students from the five
Community Colleges in
ECTEL’s Contracting States
(Dominica State College, T.A.
Marryshow Community

(cont’d on next page)
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College in Grenada, Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College
in St. Kitts and Nevis, Sir Arthur Lewis Community
College in Saint Lucia and the St. Vincent and the
Grenadines Community College) to create an exciting
1 minute reel featuring a woman who they consider to
be a leader in ICT from their respective countries or
from any of the ECTEL Contracting States. There
are attractive cash prizes to be won, and to make it
even more enticing, the emerging first place winner’s
College, also wins a prize.

In reference to the competition, ECTEL’s
Managing Director, Mr. David Cox, said: “Supporting
women in ICTs is important for all of us, and will
specifically transform our countries and the region for
the better, when more girls take up careers in STEM
fields.”

The Reel Contest launches on 21st March 2024
and all submissions must be made by 25th April 2024.
Visit ECTEL’s ‘She’s my ICT Champion!’ Reel Contest
Girls in ICT 2024 - ECTEL for the contest rules and
let your creative juices flow!

ECTEL has been the regional regulatory body
advising the National Telecommunications Regulatory
Commissions (NTRCs) on electronic communications
matters in its five (5) Contracting States namely; the
Commonwealth of Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia and St. Vincent and the Grenadines

ECTEL Launches ‘She’s my
ICT Champion!’ Reel Contest

since 4th May 2000. In simple terms, ECTEL works
with the NTRCs to promote consumer rights and
harmonised benefits in the electronic communications
sector in its Contracting States.

Follow us at @ectel on Facebook and YouTube
and @ectelauthority on Instagram and X for more
information about our work.

(cont’d from last page)

Cabinet Approves ‘Easter’
Discounted VAT Rate Day
to Boost Consumer
Spending and Economic
Growth

BASSETERRE, Saint Kitts and Nevis, March 20, 2024 (Press Secretary,
PMO) â€“ The Cabinet of Saint Kitts and Nevis, under the leadership of Prime
Minister, the Honourable Dr. Terrance Drew, has announced the approval of a
continued initiative aimed at providing financial relief to citizens and stimulating
economic activity amidst the Easter season.

On April 12th, 2024, Saint Kitts and Nevis will observe an ‘Easter’ Discounted
Value Added Tax (VAT) Rate Day, wherein all VAT-registered businesses will
charge VAT at the reduced rate of five percent (5%) on the sale of goods.

This decision marks a significant step in the governmentâ€™s continued support
of both consumers and businesses during a time traditionally associated with
increased spending. By slashing the VAT rate from the standard 17% to 5%, the
government aims to alleviate financial burdens on citizens and ultimately bolster
economic growth and stability.

To ensure the effectiveness and fairness of this initiative, certain guidelines
have been established:

* All tangible items currently subject to 17% VAT will qualify for the
discounted rate of 5% on Discounted VAT Rate Day.

* Eligible items must be readily available for sale and immediate issuance or
delivery to customers on Discounted VAT Rate Day. Orders for items not in stock
will not qualify.

* Vehicles, guns, ammunition, cigarettes, and alcoholic beverages are excluded
from the discount.

This initiative underscores the government’s commitment to fostering a conducive
economic environment and enhancing the welfare of its citizens.

Businesses are encouraged to actively participate in Discounted VAT Rate
Day, seizing the opportunity to attract customers and contribute to the nation’s

economic revitalization efforts.
The Cabinet extends its gratitude to all stakeholders for their support and

cooperation in implementing this initiative.
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During Dr.  Manuel Otero’s visit to Georgetown, both Minister
Mustapha and President Ali congratulated IICA for its
contribution to this development, which strengthens the position
of Guyana, a country that is making an effort to grow and sustain
its agriculture and intends to be self-sufficient in commodities
such as corn and soybeans by 2026.

its food imports by 25% by
2025.

The Director General
of IICA, Dr. Manuel
Otero, who is on a working
visit to Georgetown, the
country’s capital, was
received by President
Mohamed Irfaan Ali,
toured the facilities of one
of the experimental
stations of the Guyana
Rice Development Board
(GRDB), semi-automous
agency under the Ministry
of Agriculture that
researches the
adaptability of different
varieties to the country’s
environments, the
Americas, which provided
technical and financial
support to rice producers.

“The next goal is to
start producing this variety
on a large scale, so that
Guyana can have rice
with this food as a healthy
supplement. In this way
we will be able to increase
not only the income of our
farmers but the health of
our people in the country
and the rest of the
Caribbean,” said Minister
Mustapha.

During Dr. Otero’s
visit to Georgetown, both
Minister Mustapha and
President Ali
congratulated IICA for its
contribution to this
development, which
strengthens the position of
Guyana, a country that is
making an effort to grow
and sustain its agriculture
and intends to be self-

Guyana and IICA are
developing the first
biofortified rice in the
Caribbean region, which
provides a high
nutritional value and will
be a key contribution to
food security in the
country and the rest of
the Caribbean

The Director General of IICA, Manuel Otero, toured the
facilities of one of the experimental stations of the Guyana Rice
Development Board (GRDB), a semi-autonomous organization
dependent on the Ministry of Agriculture that investigates the
adaptability of different varieties to the country’s environments.

Georgetown,  21 March 2024 (IICA) - After more than three
years of joint scientific research and experimentation, the Government
of Guyana and the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (IICA) have developed the region’s first biofortified rice
variety, which is an extremely important contribution to the country’s
food and nutrition security and can be extended to the entire Caribbean
region.

This rice variety, whose nutritional richness is based on high levels
of zinc, was launched in October 2023 with the participation of
Guyana’s Prime Minister, Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark Phillips, and the
Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Zulfikar Mustapha. It is already being
produced in Guyana on a small scale and is expected to make a
significant contribution to the development of the country, which along
with the rest of the Caribbean nations has set itself the goal of reducing

immune systems and the fight
against infectious diseases such
as Covid-19.

There are currently about
600 hectares (1450 acres) in
Guyana under biofortified rice
production, and part of the
harvest will be destined for
Trinidad and Tobago and
Jamaica, in the Caribbean
region, and Spain and Portugal,
in Europe, at a differentiated
price, according to the IICA
Representative in Guyana,
Wilmot Garnett. “We are
working with specialists to
explain the benefits of this
variety for nutrition and human
health, in order to develop an
adequate information and
promotion strategy,” he added.

Garnett revealed that the
proposed goal is that within two
to three years biofortified rice
will constitute 50% of the

sufficient in commodities such as
corn and soybeans by 2026.

The joint work of the GRDB
and IICA was the result of a
special request from the
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM), a union of countries
that is committed to strengthening
the resilience of food production
in the region, which has been
severely affected by the increased
frequency and intensity of extreme
weather events. as a result of
climate change.

High agricultural yields
As explained, GRDB IICA-17

biofortified rice has high yields of
up to 8 tons per hectare and can
be sold at better prices for the
benefit of farmers. It was
developed through conventional
farming practices, without genetic
modification, as rice naturally
accumulates higher levels of zinc
than usual. Zinc is essential for the
proper functioning of people’s (cont’d on next page)
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Scientists say they
can cut HIV out of
cells
By Michelle Roberts,
Digital health editor  -  BBC

And Dr James Dixon, stem-cell and
gene-therapy technologies associate
professor at the University of
Nottingham, agrees, saying the full
findings still require scrutiny.

“Much more work will be needed to
demonstrate results in these cell assays
can happen in an entire body for a future
therapy,” he said.

“There will be much more
development needed before this could
have impact on those with HIV.”
‘Extremely challenging’

Other scientists are also trying to use
Crispr against HIV.

And Excision BioTherapeutics says
after 48 weeks, three volunteers with
HIV have no serious side effects.

But Dr Jonathan Stoye, a virus
expert at the Francis Crick Institute, in
London, said removing HIV from all the
cells that might harbour it in the body
was “extremely challenging”.

“Off-target effects of the treatment,
with possible long-term side effects,
remain a concern,” he said.

“It therefore seems likely that many
years will elapse before any such Crispr-
based therapy becomes routine - even
assuming that it can be shown to be
effective.”

HIV infects and attacks immune-
system cells, using their own machinery
to make copies of itself.

Even with effective treatment, some
go into a resting, or latent, state - so they
still contain the DNA, or genetic

GRDB IICA-17 biofortified rice has high yields of up to 8 tons per hectare
and can be sold at better prices for the benefit of farmers. It was developed
through conventional farming practices, without genetic modification, as rice
naturally accumulates higher levels of zinc than usual.

Working like scissors, but at the
molecular level, it cuts DNA so “bad”
bits can be removed or inactivated.

The hope is to ultimately be able to
rid the body entirely of the virus, although

much more work is needed to check it
would be safe and effective.

Existing HIV medicines can stop the
virus but not eliminate it.

The University of Amsterdam team,
presenting a synopsis, or abstract, of
their early findings at a medical
conference this week, stress their work
remains merely “proof of concept” and
will not become a cure for HIV any time
soon.

country’s total production of rice, which is a fundamental and daily food on the
table of Guyanese and all inhabitants of the Caribbean.

The introduction of biofortified rice is expected to have a major impact on
Guyana’s agriculture and economy, thanks to its superior nutritional intake that will
make it an attractive option domestically and also in international markets.

Minister Mustapha stressed that it is also a tool to meet the challenges of climate
change, as it has greater resilience to adverse weather conditions.

material, of HIV, even if not actively
producing new virus.

Most people with HIV need life-long
antiretroviral therapy. If they stop taking
these drugs, the dormant virus can
reawaken and cause problems again.

A rare few have been apparently
“cured”, after aggressive cancer
therapy wiped out some of their infected
cells, but this would never be
recommended purely to treat HIV.

People who stay on antiretroviral
treatment, which is very effective, can
have the same life expectancy as people
without HIV, for example.

Richard Angell from the Terrence
Higgins Trust said: “While year and
years away, today’s research is an
important step in the search for an HIV
cure. The work needed to transform this
technology into a cure for those already
living with HIV should be expedited.

“While there’s no cure for HIV yet,
it’s vital everyone knows we have
incredibly effective HIV treatment. That
treatment means people living with HIV
can expect to live long and healthy lives.
If they take their medication as
prescribed, they cannot pass the virus
onto their sexual partners. PrEP, a free
pill that protects you from HIV, is
available for HIV negative people from
sexual health clinics across the UK. We
have all of the tools necessary to end
new HIV cases in the UK by 2030 -
and mark the first time a virus was
stopped without a vaccine nor cure.”

Guyana and IICA are
developing the first
biofortified rice in the
Caribbean region... (cont’d from last page)
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Public health
professionals,
general public on
Nevis benefit from
USAF LAMAT
team visit

NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS (March 20, 2024) - The
U.S. Air Force Lesser Antilles Medical Assistance Team
(LAMAT) consisting of active duty and reserve airmen is presently
in Nevis engaging with public health professionals to facilitate
training and knowledge transfer.

The team, led by Colonel Zoe Hawkes, arrived in Nevis on
Monday, March 18 as part of LAMATâ€™s inaugural visit to St.
Kitts and Nevis.

At a welcome ceremony held at the Malcolm Guishard
Recreational Park on March 18, 2024, Col. Hawkes explained
that the members of her team would engage in capacity building
training and exchanging of best practices with public healthcare
providers. She also revealed that during the visit LAMAT was
providing more than US$100,000 in supplies to the Ministry of
Health in the Nevis Island Administration (NIA).

“Our Medical Assistance Team, comprised of forty-three
members, is a diverse mix of physicians, nurses, dentists, medical
and dental technicians, an audiologist, administrative and logistics
support personnel, an equipment repair technician, and public affairs
staff.

“As part of our mission to work with our counterparts in St.
Kitts and Nevis to enable better outcomes for patients we have
brought $105,000 in supplies and materials which we hope will
complement your resources and serve the medical needs of your
patients.”

Minister of Health and Social Empowerment the Honourable
Jahnel Nisbett expressed gratitude to the team for affording the
public professionals this opportunity to learn from highly qualified
experts to better care for patients on Nevis.

“To the LAMAT team I want to say on behalf of the Nevis
Island Administration and the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis at
large, that your work here is welcomed, it is invaluable and we
look forward to our staff and people engaging with you over the
next two weeks so that you can provide that care and additional
training that I am certain that we will benefit from, not just for the

U.S. Air Force Lesser Antilles Medical Assistance Team (LAMAT) in Nevis to carry out voluntary work as
part of its 2024 mission, along with Nevis officials at the Malcolm Guishard Recreational Park on March
18, 2024

U.S. Air Force Lesser Antilles Medical Assistance Team (LAMAT) contingent in Nevis as part of its 2024
mission (March 18, 2024)

Ministry of Health in the Nevis Island Administration welcomes LAMAT members to Nevis on March 18,
2024 (l-r) USAF Major Jacob Williams; LAMAT 2024 mission leader USAF Colonel Zoe Hawkes; Deputy
Governor-General Her Honour Mrs. Hyleeta Liburd; Minister of Health and Social Empowerment in the
Nevis Island Administration the Honourable Jahnel Nisbett; Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of
Health Mrs. Shelissa Martin-Clarke; Assistant Secretary in the Ministry of Health Ms. Latoya Jeffers; and
LAMAT Focal Point on Nevis Dr. Judy Nisbett (March 18, 2024)

Minister of Health and Social Empowerment in the Nevis Island
Administration the Honourable Jahnel Nisbett (l) gifts Nevis
Naturally commemorative bags to members of the U.S. Air Force
Lesser Antilles Medical Assistance Team (LAMAT) contingent in
Nevis on a volunteer mission (March 18, 2024)

two-week period but over the long term as well,” she said.
Also present at the ceremony was Deputy Governor-General Her Honour Mrs. Hyleeta Liburd;

Deputy Premier the Honourable Eric Evelyn; Minister of Education the Honourable Troy Liburd;
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Health Mrs. Shelissa Martin-Clarke; Assistant Secretary in
the Ministry of Health Ms. Latoya Jeffers; LAMAT Focal Point on Nevis Dr. Judy Nisbett; and
personnel from the Ministry of Health and the Health Promotion Unit.

While on Nevis the LAMAT contingent worked along side personnel at the Charlestown Dental
Unit and the Emergency Care Unit at the Alexandra Hospital. They will further engage with local
healthcare personnel at the Brownhill Health Centre to carry out auditory (hearing) checks, and
also assist at the Flamboyant Nursing Home and the St. George and St. John Nursing Home.

As part of the LAMAT 2024 mission, the team will be in St. Kitts and Nevis for two weeks, with
approximately half of its members stationed on Nevis for eight days. Over the course of the 2024
mission the LAMAT team visited Suriname, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
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Easter eggs costs
rise as climate
change hits crops
By Justin Rowlatt,
Climate editor, BBC News

You may have noticed that Easter eggs are more
expensive this year.

But did you know that climate change is one of the reasons?
Most chocolate is made from cocoa grown in West Africa, but

a humid heatwave has blasted the crops and massively cut yields.
Experts say that human-induced climate change has made the

extreme heat 10 times more likely.
Which? found some popular eggs have risen in price by 50%

or more.
The shortage of cocoa resulting from the heatwave has seen

prices soar to almost $8,500 (£6,700) a tonne this week.
Cocoa trees are particularly vulnerable to changes in the

climate. They only grow in a narrow band of about 20 degrees
latitude around the Equator.

Most global production is concentrated in West Africa. In 2023,
58m kilogrammes of cocoa beans worth £127m were imported to
the UK from Ivory Coast and Ghana with 85% of the UK’s cocoa
beans sourced from Ivory Coast.

by human-caused greenhouse gas
emissions.

Their study found that unless
the world quickly reduces fossil
fuel use, West Africa will
experience similar heatwaves
about every two years.

“There were reports from
farmers in Ivory Coast that the
heat weakened the cocoa crop,”
according to one of the authors of
the study, Izadine Pinto, from the
University of Cape Town.

He said the high temperatures
increased the rate of evaporation,
leaving the crops without
sufficient moisture.

Another factor impacting the
crops was El Nino.

This is a recurring, natural
fluctuation in weather patterns in
the tropical Pacific that drives up
global temperatures and can lead
to extreme weather in some
places. A strong El Nino has been
active since last June.

El Nino years often present
challenges for farmers, but global
warming is exacerbating those
changes, says Ben Clarke, an
expert on extreme weather at the
Grantham Institute at Imperial
College.

“Increasingly, climate change
driven by fossil fuel use is
multiplying this natural challenge
in many regions. It fuels more
extreme conditions, devastates
harvests, and makes food costs
higher for all,” Mr Clarke said.

Drought is not the only factor
affecting cocoa growers. Both
Ivory Coast and Ghana have been
hit with an extreme weather

However, severe drought conditions have hit the West Africa region since
February this year.

This has been caused by temperatures that soared above 40C, breaking records
in countries including the Ivory Coast and Ghana.

It was these exceptionally high temperatures that the World Weather Attribution
group, based at Imperial College London, found were made 10 times more likely

double whammy.
SIA KAMBOU women sorting CocoaSIA

KAMBOU
In December last year, both countries

experienced intense rains. Total precipitation
in West Africa was more than double the 30-
year average for the time of year.

The wet and humid conditions allowed a
fungal infection called black pod disease to
flourish, rotting cocoa beans on the trees.

The result of these different extreme events
has been the same - the price of cocoa has
more than trebled since this time last year and
doubled in just the last three months.

Chocolate makers typically buy beans
months ahead of time but soaring prices are
now beginning to affect prices in the shops.

“Lots of players who have already
announced price increases. We are also part
of that group,” Martin Hug, of chocolate
maker Lindt & Spruengli told city analysts
earlier this month.

In February, Mondelez, the company that
owns the Cadbury brand, and the American
chocolate maker Hershey were already
warning rising cocoa prices could drive up the
price of chocolate.

Feeling the brunt of these price fluctuations
are the farmers who grow the cocoa crops.

There are estimated to be some two million
smallholder farmers in the West African cocoa
belt who rely on this labour-intensive crop for
most of their income.

Amber Sawyer, an analyst at the climate
think-tank the Energy and Climate Intelligence
Unit, said wealthy countries like the UK can
provide financial and technical support to
developing countries to help their farmers
better cope with extreme weather.

But she warned that, “as climate change
worsens, more support will undoubtedly be
needed to protect their livelihoods and keep
the flow of cocoa beans coming into the UK.”
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Chris Gayle Lights Up New
York’s Empire State Building
To Launch ‘Out Of This
World’ ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup 2024 Trophy Tour
Global Trophy Tour to visit 15 countries, including all nine host venues in countdown
to historic ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2024 hosted in West Indies and USA

ST. JOHN’S, ANTIGUA - The ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2024 Trophy Tour has been launched
at New York’s Empire State Building, with two-time champion Chris Gayle and USA star Ali Khan
lighting up the iconic skyscraper as fans count down to the biggest global T20 cricket event ever.

An official ceremony to launch the Trophy Tour was held at the Empire State Building, where
the “Universe Boss” himself Chris Gayle had the honour of pulling the lever down to light up New
York’s most iconic building in the navy and magenta colours of the event. Sitting atop the 381-metre
skyscraper was the prize all 20 teams will be competing for across the West Indies and USA from
1-29 June, the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Trophy.

Following huge demand of more than 3 million ticket applications in the public ballot, additional
tickets have been released to 51 of 55 matches, including fixtures where allocations were previously
exhausted.

In the West Indies, tickets are now available to matches at all six host locations, including Group
Stage, Super 8 and semi-final matches, ensuring as many fans as possible can attend. Fans can
create an account and purchase tickets now at tickets.t20worldcup.com. This is the fastest and
easiest way for fans to get the tickets they want. All online transactions at tickets.t20worldcup.com
are secure.

Also available now are a range of premium hospitality offerings inclusive of food and beverage
packages for all fixtures at Nassau County International Stadium in New York and to all matches at
West Indies venues at tickets.t20worldcup.com.

The event marks the first time an ICC World Cup will be held in the USA, including eight
matches at the brand new, state-of-the-art modular 34,000 capacity stadium in Nassau County,
New York. Newly renovated existing venues Grand Prairie Cricket Stadium in Dallas and Broward
County Stadium in Lauderhill will each host four fixtures.

Co-hosts West Indies have a rich history in T20 cricket, having won the T20 World Cup twice,
with popular Caribbean tourist destinations, Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Guyana, Saint Lucia,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Trinidad and Tobago all hosting matches.

The ‘Out of this World’ Trophy Tour will reach 15 countries across four continents as it visits
iconic sporting teams and stadia, famous landmarks, and legendary cricketers, while also giving fans
the chance to get a glimpse of T20 cricket’s biggest global prize. In addition to visiting all host
venues across the West Indies and USA, the Trophy will also visit emerging Americas cricket
countries Argentina, Brazil, and Canada - enabling new fans to connect with what will be a landmark
event in the region. Fans can follow the Trophy Tour from wherever they are via ICC’s social
channels and t20worldcup.com.

ICC General Manager, Marketing and Communications, Claire Furlong said: “With less than

three months to go until the first ball of the ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup 2024, there is huge anticipation for what will be a historic
event for cricket in the Americas.

“As we count down to the World Cup, the Trophy Tour provides
fans with the opportunity to be part of the event in locations across
the globe. The Tour will travel extensively across the Americas,
igniting the passion of both new and existing fans to share in the
excitement of T20 cricket’s pinnacle global event coming to the
region and what better way to kick it off than by lighting up one of
the world’s most iconic buildings in one of the world’s most iconic
cities.

“Cricket has more than a billion fans and we want to give as
many people as possible the opportunity to get up close with the
trophy that will be lifted by the winning captain in Barbados on 29
June.”

ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2024 Tournament Director Fawwaz
Baksh said: “The start of the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup trophy
tour is an emphatic signal to fans worldwide that the World Cup is
coming. Throughout its Caribbean leg of the tour, fans can look
forward to a plethora of engaging activities, including meet-and-
greets with Cricket stars and legends, Caribbean infused cultural
entertainment, and the opportunity to see and take pictures of the
trophy in person at some of the region’s most iconic locations.

“In addition to fan-facing engagements, the trophy tour will
also serve as a platform to leverage the continued growth of
Cricket globally and to drive positive change and leave a lasting
impact on communities.”

Photo - Chris Gayle at the Empire State Building in New York with
the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup trophy

The Trophy Tour schedule for March and April is below:

18 to 20 March: New York, USA
21 to 23 March: Houston, Grand Prairie and Dallas, USA
26 to 27 March: Buenos Aires, Argentina
28 to 29 March: Sao Paulo, Brazil
3 to 4 April: Jamaica
13 to 14 April: Barbados
17 to 18 April: Antigua and Barbuda
19 to 20 April: Saint Lucia
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Australia pull out of Afghanistan T20 series due to
continued Taliban restrictions on women and girls
From the sectionCricket  BBC Sports

Glen Maxwell in action against Afghanistan at the 2023 Cricket World Cup
Australia beat Afghanistan by three wickets when the sides met at the Cricket World
Cup in November 2023

Australia have withdrawn from their men’s T20 series against Afghanistan in
August because of continued restrictions on women and girls in the country under
the ruling Taliban.

The three-match series was scheduled to take place in the United Arab Emirates.
Cricket Australia (CA) says government advice is that conditions for women

and girls “are getting worse”.

It is the third time Australia has declined to play Afghanistan since the Taliban
returned to power in 2021.

A one-off Test match in September 2021 and a three-match men’s one-day
series in March 2023 were also cancelled.

Australia will continue to play Afghanistan in tournaments, having beaten them
by three wickets at the Cricket World Cup last November.

A CA statement said: “Following consultation with the Australian Government,
CA previously postponed the ODI series against Afghanistan scheduled for March
2023 after a marked deterioration in human rights for women and girls in Afghanistan.

“Over the past twelve months CA has continued to consult with the Australian
Government on the situation in Afghanistan. The government’s advice is that
conditions for women and girls in Afghanistan are getting worse. For this reason,
we have maintained our previous position and will postpone the bilateral series
against Afghanistan.

“CA continues its strong commitment to supporting participation by women and
girls in cricket around the world and will continue to actively engage the International
Cricket Council and work closely with the Afghanistan Cricket Board to determine
what actions could be taken to support the resumption of bilateral matches in the
future.”

Key moments in the crushing of Afghan women’s rights
The Taliban returned to power in Afghanistan in August 2021 and have placed

restrictions on the rights of women to work and study.
Girls in Afghanistan are only allowed to attend primary school. Teenage girls

and women have also been barred from entering school and university classrooms.
They are not allowed in parks, gyms and pools. Beauty salons have been shut,

while women must dress in a way that only reveals their eyes. They must be
accompanied by a male relative if they are travelling more than 72km (45 miles).

Rory McIlroy: Northern
Irishman ‘glad’ of PGA
player-directors meeting with
Saudi’s PIF
Published BBC

end of 2023.
PGA Tour commissioner Jay Monahan recently met with PIF governor Yasir

Al-Rumayyan, who is also Newcastle United’s chairman.
A report in Golfweek said the PGA Tour’s player-directors were set to also

meet Al-Rumayyan, with Jordan Spieth adding on Saturday they were being
“encouraged” to meet with PIF.

Spieth and Cantlay are two of six player-directors on the PGA Tour board,
along with Tiger Woods, Adam Scott, Webb Simpson and Peter Malnati.

McIlroy resigned from the PGA Tour’s Policy Board in November.
Speaking at The Players Championship at TPC Sawgrass, Cantlay said he is

planning on doing “a lot more listening than talking” in the meeting and will “have a
lot more information after”.

The American added that while he doubted the two parties “will get into anything
substantive in the first meeting”, he is “all for” any eventual deal to reunite golf that
is “in the best interests of the PGA Tour membership”.

McIlroy said he wants Al-Rumayyan to show the players that “fundamentally
he wants to do the right thing”, adding those who have represented LIV, such as
commissioner Greg Norman, have done the PIF governor “a disservice”.

“There’s a really big disconnect between PIF and LIV,” added McIlroy. “The
closer that we can get to Yasir, PIF and hopefully finalise that investment, that will
be a really good thing.

“They’re a sovereign wealth fund. They want to park money for decades and
not worry about it.

“They want to invest in smart and secure businesses, and the PGA Tour is
definitely one of those, especially if they’re looking to invest in sport in some way.”

The emergence of the LIV circuit in 2022 has fractured men’s professional
golf.

Several top players, including Masters champion Jon Rahm, have been lured by
its huge prize funds and no-cut events, which also include a team format.

McIlroy said he thought LIV will still exist in its current form “for the next
couple of years” while the details of the merger are finalised.

He added: “They’re big on team golf and they want to see team golf survive in
some way in the calendar.

“I don’t think it has to necessarily look like LIV. In my mind you should leave
the individual golf and then you play your team golf on the sort of periphery of that.

“I don’t think this is an overnight solution. But if we can get the investment in,
then at least we can start working towards a compromise where we’re not going
to make everyone happy, but at least make everyone understand why we’re doing
what we’re doing.”

Rory McIlroy lines up a putt  -  IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
Rory McIlroy finished in a tie for 19th at The Players Championship

Rory McIlroy says he hopes a meeting between players on the PGA Tour
board and Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund “gets us closer to a solution” to
the split in golf.

Negotiations are continuing between the PGA Tour and the PIF, which funds
LIV Golf, about a potential merger.

PGA player-director Patrick Cantlay said a meeting with PIF representatives
will take place on Monday.

“It should’ve happened months ago, so I am glad it’s happening,” said McIlroy.
The Northern Irishman, 34, added: “Hopefully that progresses conversations

and gets us closer to a solution.”
Scheffler first to defend Players title at Sawgrass
The PGA Tour and DP World Tour announced plans for a shock merger with

PIF in June, but they failed to reach an agreement by a previous deadline at the
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