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Save
Water

Let The Music
Move You

This week marks the 26th edition of the annual St.
Kitts Music Festival (27th to 29th June), an event that
promises to be a vibrant celebration of music, culture
and togetherness of music lovers and party-goers.

For decades, music and entertainment have played a
crucial role in bringing people together, transcending
barriers and fostering a sense of community.

As we gather to enjoy this milestone festival, let us
soak up the positivity and embrace the feel-good lyrics
that nourish the soul. And overall bask in the merriment
and gratitude in cheering for the gift of life and wonderful
experiences.

The St. Kitts Music Festival is more than just a series
of concerts; it is a testament to the power of music to
unite us. Music has the unique ability to bridge gaps, heal
wounds, and inspire love and togetherness. This festival
is an opportunity to experience the magic of live
performances, to dance, sing, and share moments of joy
with friends, family and fellow music lovers.

As we immerse ourselves in the festivities, it is
important to remember to stay safe. Please do not drink
and drive, and overall ensure that the partying atmosphere
does not cloud your good judgment. Safety and
responsibility will ensure that everyone has a memorable
and enjoyable experience.

One song that embodies the spirit of the festival is
Third World’s timeless reggae classic ‘Now That We
Found Love’, released in 1978. Written in a spirit of unity
and joy, the lyrics remind us of the power of love to bring
about peace and togetherness.

The lesson is in the music, urging us to:
“Give love a try
Let love control, control your destiny
Owe it to ourselves, yes we do
To live happy eternally
Sweet love is what we’re searching for
And love is what we’re looking for
Yeah! Now that I’ve got it right here in my hand
I’m gonna spread it all over the land - now!”
These powerful words encourage us to spread
love and positivity, to let love guide our actions
and decisions. Love has the power to transform
and heal, and as we enjoy the music festival, let
us be inspired to show love to one another.

“Now that we’ve found love
What are we gonna do, with it?
Now that we’ve found love
What are we gonna do, with it?”

This timeless message is as
relevant today as it was when the song
was first released. Generations
before us and the present ones are
still rocking to its beat and belting
out the lyrics, proving that good
music transcends time and continues
to inspire.

As we celebrate this 25th edition
of the St. Kitts Music Festival, let’s
embrace the lessons in music. Let us
come together in love, peace and
unity.
Enjoy the festival, stay safe,
and let the music move you.
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Ministry of Tourism to
Conduct an Economic
Impact Assessment of The
Annual St. Kitts Music
Festival To Ensure Its
Sustainability

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts, June 27, 2024 (SKNIS) -
Following the staging of the 26th edition this year, the Ministry of
Tourism intends to undertake a comprehensive Economic Impact
Assessment of the annual St. Kitts Music Festival to determine
whether necessary changes are needed to ensure its sustainability.
This will include an in-depth look at the current three-night model.

‘Jump Up Night’ Kicks Off
with Energetic Flow
By: Spokesman Newsroom

Minister with responsibility for the music festival, the
Honourable Marsha Henderson, said such an assessment is
critically needed if the product is to remain competitive and
attractive to patrons, given the different other festivities in
neighbouring islands.

“The festivals in the region have different models and so for
us to be able to compete we have to look to see whether this
model is in fact sustainable. If you look at the amounts we spend
on the music festival it’s almost like $10 million and so we need to
see if this is sustainable when we consider the Economic Impact
Assessment and how we can continue to change the model to
make sure that the festival is sustainable as well,” Minister
Henderson said during her appearance on the June 26, 2024, edition
of the radio and television programme, InFocus.

It is anticipated that this crucial assessment will be completed
by October 2024, in line with the commencement of the
Government’s annual Budgetary process.

Minister Henderson added, “The Economic Impact Assessment,
all of the other meetings that we are going to do, we intend to do
some retreat and observations of other festivals and see how we
can tweak ours to make sure that this festival is sustainable.”

The assessment will be led by Crest Analytics, working
alongside the relevant stakeholders here in St. Kitts and Nevis.
The minister also assured that public feedback will play an
important role in their decision-making as well.

Irrespective of the outcome of the planned assessment,
Minister Henderson commented that the St. Kitts Music Festival
remains an important investment for the Federation, and one that
has always accomplished what it was established to do-market
the destination to the world.

“Last year for example, we received so much publicity out of
the music festival, not just from the artistes but also from the
media houses, people got to know about St. Kitts from all the
good reviews,” the minister said, noting that the patrons who visit
for the music festival are treated to the full cultural experience
that the destination is renowned for.

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Friday 28th June 2024) - The
26th edition of the annual St. Kitts Music Festival began  last
night ( Thursday 27th June 2024) with a bang at Warner Park
Stadium in Basseterre, drawing scores of music lovers to the venue
in setting the stage for a weekend of music and celebration.

Dubbed locally as the ‘Jump Up Night’, the opening night
featured a high-energy mix of soca and dancehall, creating a festive
atmosphere with fans waving rags and flags. The diverse blend
of genres showcased the talents of homegrown, regional, and
international performers, captivating the audience from start to
finish.

The line-up for the night included a stellar array of artists such
as Adam O, Akaii U Sweet, TBone, KT Dan, Pumpa, Itebulous,
Eazi, Speedy, Nadia Batson, Kerwin Dubois, Mr. Mention, Mical
Teja, Asa Banton, Small Axe Band, and the well-known Jamaican
dancehall sensation Alkaline, who brought an extra dose of
excitement to the stage.

Fans revelled in the vibrant soca rhythms and the pulsating
beats of dancehall, making the first night a resounding success.
The performances were electric, with each artist bringing their
unique style and energy, keeping the crowd dancing and cheering
throughout the night.

Tonight (Friday 28th June), the festival continues with the
second night, predominantly featuring reggae and dancehall vibes.
The line-up includes acts such as Third World, Kabaka Pyramid,
Jaydo$, Busy Signal, Tommy Lee Sparta, Capleton, Masicka, Hi

Light, and Green House Band
featuring Mishka.

The festival is slated to
culminate on Saturday night
with an impressive line-up
featuring international
superstars.

The closing night will see
performances from Mary J.
Blige, 450, Freddie Jackson,
Rick Ross, Remone Watson,
Nicholas Brancker Band, Tony
Rebel and Briannagh D,
promising to deliver a grand
finale to the yearly event.

Front  Page Photo
Caption: Minister of
Tourism Marsha
Henderson (end right
standing) and host
Clement ‘Monarch’
O’garro (end left standing)
pose with entertainers
from the Thursday night
lineup on June 27, 2024,
following a press
conference held at the St.
Kitts Marriott.

Medical Doctor Encourages
Safe Partying
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Wednesday 26th June 2024)-
Medical doctor Dr. Natalie Osborne is urging festival-goers to
prioritize safety, particularly when it comes to alcohol consumption
and driving.

During an episode of ‘SKN Today’  aired live on Tuesday
25th June 2024 on Freedom FM, Dr. Osborne shared important
advice on how to enjoy the festival responsibly.

Dr. Osborne emphasized the importance of having a
designated driver if drinking: “If you have somebody who’s going
to be the designated driver, somebody who’s going to collect you
after these shows, so we do not have these [accidents]. And
I’m actually on call this week; I have to protect myself.”

Host Sharon Rattan, a well-known educator, highlighted the
severe consequences of drunk driving, noting that such accidents
can be fatal and lead to significant physical impairments, such
as paralysis and severe head trauma.

“We want to make sure that we avoid that,” Rattan said.
“Ultimately, all of our discussions here are going to be to
encourage and inform our public so that we make better
decisions.”

In light of  the festive ocassion, Rattan stressed the need for
responsible drinking, especially during this high-energy week.

Dr. Osborne provided further guidance on alcohol
consumption: “Some persons recommend, standard, initially that
you have one glass for a female and two glasses per man, per
day. .. that was a past guidance suggests that it may not be
having any adverse effects and actually have some benefits.
But we know now that no amount of alcohol is essentially safe...
So any kind of alcohol, even moderate drinking, can have some
effects on the brain.”

She elaborated on the short-term effects of alcohol: “Initially

when you have your first glass
of wine or your cocktail,
whatever that may be, you
may feel a bit relaxed and
drowsy and a sense of
euphoria and giddiness. Your
mood changes, your inhibition
is lowered. You would get up
on the dance floor and you
never would do that. And so
you’re stuck. You start
dancing and being more
provocative because your
inhibition has been affected.”

Dr. Osborne also warned
about the potential physical
effects as drinking continues,
such as slurred speech,
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea,
headaches, and loss of
coordination. “You start
stumbling. And then you start
dancing. You say, ‘Oh, I’m
okay.’ But you’re not really.
And so you will have trouble
focusing, making decisions of
course, and this puts people in
very difficult positions.”

Front Page Image: Image
used for illustration
purposes only depicts car
transportaion services
via the popular Uber
connections (Bigstock
photo)



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, JUNE 28TH 20244  - LOCAL NEWS -

Conserve Water
Take  Shorter Showers

Census shows a 7.4
percent increase in
the population on
Nevis

NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS (June 26, 2024)- Director
of the Department of Statistics and Economic Planning on Nevis
Mrs. Dorriel Tross-Phillip has revealed that according to the 2021-
2022 Population and Housing Census, the population of Nevis has
increased by 7.4 percent over the past 10 years.

“Nevis population count for the 2021-2022 Population and
Housing Census is 13,182 persons. This represents 26 percent of
the total population of the Federation, which is 51,320.

“Nevis registered a 7.4 percent increase in population, moving
from 12,277 in 2011 to 13,182 in 2021. This represents an increase
of 905 people. The overall population consists of 6,762 females
and 6,420 males.”

According to Mrs. Tross-Phillip, the census informs of changes
in the size and characteristics of the population and of the housing
stock.

“The population is divided among the five parishes on Nevis-
St. Paul with 1,888, which represents 14.3 percent of total
population; St. John’s with 4,416, which represents 33.5 percent
of total population; St. George’s with 2,323, which represents 17.6
percent of total population; St. James’ with 2,290, which represents
17.4 percent of total population; and St. Thomas with 2,265, which
represents 17.2 percent of total population.”

Meantime, the household count on Nevis also increased from
4,627 in 2011 to 5,534 in 2021- an increase of 19.6 percent.

The largest increase in the number of households on Nevis
was recorded in the parish of St. James with a 28 percent increase,
moving from 881 households in 2011 to 1,125 households in 2022.
St. John was a close second with an increase from 1,369
households in 2011 to 1,724 households in 2021-2022, which
represents an increase of 26 percent. St. Thomas registered a
significant 18 percent increase in the number of households with
983 households in 2021-2022, compared to 834 in 2011.

The census was scheduled to be completed in 2011 but due to
the Covid-19 pandemic the time for collecting and compiling the
information was extended.

The Population and Housing Census also informs of social
and economic policies in gender, youth, the elderly, persons with
disabilities, and other special population groups in assessing the
quality of housing and housing stock. A detailed report of the
findings of the 2021-2022 census can be accessed via the Nevis
Island Administration’s web portal nia.gov.kn.

Director of the Department of Statistics and Economic Planning on
Nevis Mrs. Dorriel Tross-Phillip

Temporary Tax Relief
On School Supplies

Basseterre, Saint Kitts and Nevis, June 25, 2024 [Press
Secretary, PMO] - The Federal Cabinet of Ministers has approved
a temporary tax relief on school supplies from July 1, 2024, to
September 30, 2024. During this period, no taxes will be charged
on eligible school supplies.

Honourable Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew stated, “This

initiative aims to support
families and students by making
essential school supplies more
affordable. We are committed
to investing in our children’s
education and easing the
financial burden on parents.”

From July 1, 2024, to
September 30, 2024,
exemptions from Import Duty,
Value Added Tax (VAT), and
Customs Service Charge
(CSC) will be applied to a wide
range of school supplies. This
includes items such as the cloth
for school uniforms, textbooks,
and calculators.

This tax relief is available to
all commercial and non-
commercial importers, ensuring
that everyone can benefit from
this initiative.

For a complete list of eligible
school supplies and any other
inquiries, please contact the
Customs and Excise
Department at 1 (869) 466-
7227 or visit their website at
https://skncustoms.com for
more details.

CARIBBEAN
DEVELOPMENT

BANKSTATEMENT
June 27, 2024

LIAT (1974) LIMITED AIRCRAFT SALE
Earlier this year, LIAT (1974) Limited ceased operating after entering administration in 2020.

The company’s shareholders - the governments of Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica,
and St. Vincent and the Grenadines - agreed to the sale of LIAT’s three aircraft to the Government
of Antigua and Barbuda.

An Aircraft Sale Agreement, for the sale of the three aircraft over which the Caribbean
Development Bank (CDB) holds mortgages, has been executed between the Administrator for
LIAT (1974) (as the seller) and the Government of Antigua and Barbuda (as the buyer).

CDB is not a party to the sale agreement. CDBâ€™s only role is to provide the necessary
consent for the sale, which it has done.

Under the sale arrangement agreed to by the shareholder Governments, the Governments’
approved that money from the sale should be proportionately allocated towards paying outstanding
balances on the CDB loans that were initially made to the shareholder Governments to support
LIAT (1974) Limited’s operations. The decision about the use of the sale proceeds rests with
the shareholder Governments.

CDB is not involved in the financing or any aspect of the operations of LIAT 2020.
The Bank continues to take a strong interest in the development of regional transportation

and remains a strong advocate for the development of the Caribbean’s transportation networks
and infrastructure.



The Labour Spokesman        FRIDAY, JUNE 28TH 2024 5 - LOCAL NEWS -

Driver Charged with
Murder Three Days
After Fatal Traffic
Incident
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Monday 24th June 2024)-
Akeem Whyte, a 31-year-old resident of Taylor’s Housing has
been formally charged with murder three days after a traffic
incident that resulted in the death of 31-year-old James Morton
from Lower Monkey Hill, St. Peter’s.

The tragic incident occurred on June 18, 2024, on George Street
in Newtown, St. Kitts.

Preliminary investigations reveal that Morton was struck by a
vehicle while he was on George Street. Following the incident,
Morton was rushed to the Joseph N. France General Hospital by
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) with severe head injuries.

He was warded in the
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) in
critical condition but
succumbed to his injuries on
June 19, 2024.

The Royal St. Christopher
and Nevis Police Force
(RSCNPF) issued a press
release on Thursday, June 20,
stating that it was actively
investigating the tragic traffic
incident that led to Morton’s
untimely passing.

Authorities apprehended
Akeem Whyte at the scene of
the accident on June 18, 2024.
Following an initial
investigation, Whyte was
charged with murder on June
21, 2024, at the Basseterre
Police Station.

Photo: Murder Accused
Akeem Whyte
(Police Photo)
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ECDU
Introduces
Early
Learners
To
Cricket

Basseterre, St. Kitts,
Monday, June 24, 2024: The
Early Childhood Development
Unit (ECDU) held its first
cricket festival on Thursday,
June 20 at the Conaree Cricket
Center. The inauguration of this
initiative was a collaboration
between ECDU and the St.
Kitts Cricket Association
(SKCA) which aimed to
expose students to the sport.

Through fun, innovative,
and age-appropriate activities,
volunteers from the Len Harris
Cricket Academy coached the
early learners in the basic
principles of warming up,
bowling, batting and fielding.
The interactive activities not
only helped to further develop
the students’ gross motor skills
including their hand-eye
coordination, but it also
promoted the development of
friendships, and helped boost
their social skills and self-
confidence.

Committed to ensuring that
all children have “A Better
Tomorrow” the ECDU
continues to expose early
learners to the various sporting
disciplines. Last year the
students participated in a
Football Festival

The Child Month celebration
continues with a Staff
Appreciation Day on Monday,
June 24 and culminates on
Friday, June 28, with its annual
Grand Parade.

Sanitize /
Wear Your

Mask

Wash
Your

Hands
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Irish Town Primary
School Renamed
Halliday-Smith
Primary School

Basseterre: St. Kitts, Thursday, June 27, 2024: The Irish Town Primary
School has been officially renamed the Halliday-Smith Primary School. The renaming
ceremony, held on Wednesday, June 26, marked a historic milestone in the school’s
long and distinguished history.

The decision to rename the school honours two influential figures that served at
the school: Mrs. Maizee Halliday, a pioneering educator and past principal, and the
late Mrs. Sylvia Smith, a beacon and a dedicated past teacher.

Minister of Education, Hon. Dr. Geoffrey Hanley, expressed - “Today, as we
rename this school in their honour, we pay tribute to their legacy. As we unveil the
new signage, let us remember that this act is not merely ceremonial. It is a testament
to our collective commitment to nurturing young minds, fostering
resilience, and building a stronger community. Let the name
Halliday-Smith inspire us to create a nurturing, inclusive and
innovative learning environment-one where every child can
flourish.”

Mrs. Shenel Byron-Cassius, Principal of Irish Town Primary,
shared - “The decision to rename our school was not taken lightly;
it was made with significant consideration and respect for our
past, while looking forward to our future. Our new name, Halliday-
Smith Primary School, was chosen to reflect our values, aspirations,
and the inclusive, forward-thinking community we strive to be.”

In response, Mrs. Maizee Halliday, conveyed her sincere
thanks. - “I humbly express my gratitude to the (Education
Department), the Ministry of Education, and the Government of
St. Kitts and Nevis for the honour bestowed upon me in renaming
the Irish Town Primary School to the Halliday-Smith Primary
School. Renaming the school after Mrs. Smith and I is a symbol
of the enduring power of education, May this institution continue
to be a catalyst for positive change, a fountain of wisdom, and a
source of education for all.”

The renaming to Halliday-Smith Primary School signifies a new chapter for the
school, reaffirming its commitment to excellence in education and community
service.
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NATIONALS LIVING AND STUDYING IN TAIWAN ENGAGE WITH
VISITING DELEGATION FROM ST. KITTS AND NEVIS

Taipei, Taiwan, June 22, 2024 (SKNIS): Following his arrival in Taiwan on
Saturday, June 22, 2024, Prime Minister the Honourable Dr. Terrance Drew and
members of his delegation journeyed to the Embassy of St. Kitts and Nevis to
meet with nationals living and studying on the island. The event provided an

(cont’d on next page)

opportunity for meaningful discussions
and engagement between the delegation
and the nationals.

The delegation includes Mrs. Diani
Prince-Drew; Premier of Nevis, the
Honourable Mark Brantley; Senior
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Rt. Honourable Dr. Denzil Douglas;
Cabinet Secretary Dr. Marcus Natta;
Permanent Secretary in the Prime
Minister’s Office, Naeemah Hazelle;
Dr. Frank Laws, Special Envoy for
Healthcare; and Director of the St. Kitts
and Nevis Information Service (SKNIS),
Sherema Matthew.

Prime Minister Drew highlighted the
significance of the state visit, which
coincides with the swearing-in of the
new President of Taiwan. He expressed
gratitude to the Government of the
Republic of China (Taiwan) for their
continued assistance given to students,
as well as for development opportunities
and for supporting the ongoing
relationship between the two nations.

“This visit underscores our
commitment to deepening our
collaboration with Taiwan. We are here
to explore new avenues for cooperation
and to learn from Taiwan’s rich

(cont’d on next page)
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NATIONALS LIVING AND STUDYING IN TAIWAN ENGAGE WITH
VISITING DELEGATION FROM ST. KITTS AND NEVIS

experience in various fields,” Dr. Drew remarked. “Your areas
of study will greatly impact the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis,
yourselves, and your families.”

Senior Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Rt. Honourable
Dr. Denzil Douglas, also delivered remarks, emphasising the

importance of maintaining strong connections with the diaspora.
“You are ambassadors of St. Kitts and Nevis, and your presence

here strengthens our international bonds. We are here to support
you and ensure your success,” Dr. Douglas affirmed.

Premier of Nevis, Honourable Mark Brantley, addressed the

gathering, expressing his pride
in the accomplishments of the
nationals abroad.

 “Your hard work and
dedication here in Taiwan are
commendable and a source of
pride for our nation. Continue
to excel and make the most of
the opportunities before you,”
Brantley stated.

The nationals had the
opportunity to engage with the
members of the delegation
through question and answer
sessions, discussing various
issues and sharing their
experiences. The event
fostered a sense of community
and reinforced the strong ties
between St. Kitts and Nevis
and its diaspora in Taiwan.

Following the meet and
greet, the delegation was
treated to lunch with the
students at the embassy and
participated in several games as
a bonding exercise.

Currently, there are 96
nationals of St. Kitts and Nevis

in Taiwan, 71 of whom are
students. Students who
graduated this year were
presented with tokens of

appreciation. Richard Tan, who has worked with the Embassy
since its inception in 2007, was awarded for his hard work and
dedication, being the longest-serving staff member with 16 years
of service.

(cont’d from last page)
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Caribbean Countries Pressing
Forward With The
Implementation Of The
Memorandum Of Agreement
On Citizenship By Investment
Programmes
OECS Media Release

The Caribbean countries which offer Citizenship By Investment
Programmes are moving with alacrity to implement the
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA). - The signatories of the
MOA are: Antigua and Barbuda, Commonwealth of Dominica,
Grenada, St. Kitts and Nevis and Saint Lucia.

The MOA which was published in March 2024 aims to ensure
mutual cooperation, information sharing and adherence to common
standards of best practice, and regulatory oversight.

With effect from July 01, 2024, all countries have agreed that

Agents, Local Agents and or Developers who have evidence of
any attempt at, or instances of discounting should report same
promptly to the CBI Unit, Investment Migration Agency or
Financial Intelligence Units of the participating countries.

In respect of a regional regulatory body, participating
Governments will soon appoint an Interim Regulatory Commission
pending the enactment of enabling legislation for the regional
regulator. The 7-member Interim Regulatory Commission will be
drawn from each of the participating countries (5), the OECS
Commission and the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank. The
functions of the regional regulator will include to:

*  Develop, issue and enforce regional standards for
CBI Programmes.
*  Monitor compliance of legislation, regulations and
standards.
*  Monitor compliance with international agreements.
*  Investigate complaints.
*  Facilitate information sharing and engagements
with regional and international stakeholders.
Work streams have been developed and assigned for all articles

of the MOA. â€‹ The CBI countries will provide periodic updates
on the implementation of the MOA.

the minimum price for any CBI
options shall be US$200,000. -
This means the minimum sum
that will be paid into any
government fund, government
project or private development
project of, or in participating
countries shall be US$200,000.

The signatories to the MOA
make it abundantly clear that
discounting of the agreed
minimum price is illegal.

Market actors, Marketing
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Workforce Equity &
Recognition of
Unpaid Care Work
Necessary for
Optimising
Caribbean Labour
Force

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados: A reassessment of the
valuation of unpaid care and greater inclusion of and engagement
with underrepresented groups including women, youth, the disabled,
and indigenous persons, are urgent imperatives for optimising the
Caribbean’s labour force which could be imperilled by the Region’s
rapid pace of population ageing.

The dilemma was highlighted during “Employment Equity:
Promoting Inclusion in Caribbean Labour Markets,” a recent forum
organised by the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). The event
turned the spotlight on longstanding inequalities affecting vulnerable
groups in the Region’s labour market while broadening the
discourse on policies to promote more equitable participation.
Discussions encompassed a wide range of issues, including
education and training, gender equality, digitalisation, and good
governance.

CDB Statistician, Mr. Dindial Ramrattan, joint coordinator of
a Labour Market Differentials study commissioned by the Bank,
presented critical findings on disparities in the job market based
on gender, age, disability, and indigeneity. “There are more men
than women participating in the regional labour force, but we must
recontextualise how we measure labour force participation -
unpaid care work to support families is vital and should be included
in economic evaluations,” he stated.

Mr. Ramrattan also cited the Caribbean’s demographic
challenges, noting that while the Region is home to some of the
fastest-aging societies in the developing world, it is also affected
by high youth unemployment. â€œAs our working populations
narrow, we must address how we achieve suitable labour market

adjustments. We need to focus
on training and engaging
disconnected communities,
including Indigenous groups
and persons with disabilities, to
optimise our existing labour
force,” he advised.

Dr. Halima DeShong, Head
of the Institute for Gender and
Development Studies at The
University of the West Indies
(UWI), also spoke of the
significance of unpaid care
work and the structural

assumptions that underpin Caribbean economies. “As we think
about equity, justice and equality in employment, we have to link it
to larger structural and historical conditions,” she said. “If we
treat the labour market only as the public paid labour market, then
we’re missing the unpaid care labour that underwrites economies.
We have to find a reasonable way of being intentional in our
creation of policies and actions.”

The Senior UWI Lecturer also highlighted the importance of
considering intersectional inequities. “We need to make sure that
when we’re talking about women, that includes talking about
women with disabilities; when we are talking about youth, we are
talking about rural youth; when we’re talking about Indigenous
People, we are talking about differently located Indigenous people.”

The necessity of levelling the playing field for access to
opportunities was also stressed by Mr. Oscar Calvo-Gonzalez,
Regional Director for Economics, Finance, and Investment for
the LAC Region at the World Bank. “This requires that first, we
need to work on the human capital. We need to build on the skills
of everyone, and we also need to work on what we call agency,
or voice, which is the ability to actually make use of opportunities,”
he emphasised.

Mr. Vincent Dale, Director General for Labour Market,
Education, and Socioeconomic Wellbeing at Statistics Canada,
shared from his experience working on diversity and inclusion
issues in a Canadian context. He discussed the government’s
Disaggregated Data Action Plan, which is oriented around
collecting statistics at the lowest possible level; carrying out
intersectional analysis of those statistics; and driving the connection
between statistics and decision-making.

He also discussed the recent development of a Quality-of-
Life Framework, which recognises that policymaking should be
driven not only by economic indicators, but also by aspects of
socio-economic wellbeing. “What that has meant within the Labour
Market Information Programme is much greater emphasis on not
just the quantity of employment, but the quality of employment,”
he said: â€œwhich includes aspects like job security and access
to training and development in the workplace.”

“Employment Equity: Promoting Inclusion in Caribbean Labour
Markets”, was one of several knowledge-sharing seminars
included on the agenda of the CDB’s recently concluded 54th
Annual Meeting which was held from June 17 - 20, 2024 in Ottawa,
Canada. Similar events explored the impact of the Caribbean’s
cultural industries on Development and the need to improve
regional logistics to accelerate trade and drive economic growth.

Mr. Isaac Solomon, (centre) Acting President of the Caribbean Development (CDB) is flanked by
panelists who participated in a forum entitled “Employment Equity: Promoting Inclusion in Caribbean
Labour Markets” which was staged during the Bank’s 54th Annual Meeting, held from June 17 â€“ 20 in
Ottawa, Canada. From left, Honourable Colin Jordan, Minister of Labour, Social Security and Third
Sector, Barbados, Mr. Dindial Ramrattan, CDB Statistician, Mrs. Therese Turner-Jones, CDB’s Acting
Vice-President, Operations, Dr Halima DeShong, Senior Lecturer and Head of the Institute for Gender
and Development Studies: Nita Barrow Unit at The University of the West Indies, Mr. Oscar Calvo-
Gonzalez, Regional Director for Economics, Finance, and Investment for the LAC Region at the World
Bank and Mr. Vincent Dale, Director General for Labour Market, Education, and Socioeconomic
Wellbeing at Statistics Canada.
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Deaths mount as
Pakistan swelters
in heatwave
By Caroline Davies,
Pakistan correspondent  -    BBC

As the temperatures rose in southern Pakistan, so did the body
count.

The Edhi ambulance service says it usually takes around 30 to
40 people to the Karachi city morgue daily.

But over the last six days, it has collected some 568 bodies -
141 of them on Tuesday alone.

It is too early to say exactly what the cause of death was in
every case.

However, the rising numbers of dead came as temperatures in
Karachi soared above 40C (104F), with the high humidity making
it feel as hot as 49C, reports said.

People have been heading to hospitals seeking help.
Civil Hospital Karachi admitted 267 people with heatstroke

between Sunday and Wednesday, said Dr Imran Sarwar Sheikh,
head of the emergency department. Twelve of them died.

“Most of the people who we saw coming into the hospital
were in their 60s or 70s, although there were some around 45 and
even a couple in their 20s,” Dr Sheikh told the BBC.

Symptoms including vomiting, diarrhoea and a high fever.
“Many of those we saw had been working outside. We’ve

told them to make sure they drink plenty of water and wear light
clothes in these high temperatures.”

The high temperatures - described as a “partial heatwave” by
one meteorologist - began at the weekend.

Heatwave centres and camps were set up to try to provide
relief to the public.

Pictures show children playing in fountains as they tried to
cool off.

“Look at me! My clothes are totally drenched in sweat,”
Mohammad Imran told Reuters news agency as he struggled to
keep cool on Monday.

Not all those who needed help made it to hospital.
Wasim Ahmed knew he wasn’t feeling well when he arrived

home.
The 56-year-old security guard had just finished a 12 hour

overnight shift outside. Even then, he had found the temperatures
too much.

“He came through the door and said I can’t deal with this hot
weather,” Adnan Zafar, Wasim’s cousin, told the BBC. “He asked
for a glass of water. Soon after he finished it, he collapsed.”

By the time Wasim’s family got him to hospital, the medics
said he had already died of a suspected heart attack.

He had an existing heart condition, Adnan says, but he hadn’t
suffered in the heat before.

Karachi’s struggle to cope with the high temperatures is, some
fear, being made worse by regular power cuts which cut off the
fans and air conditioning many rely on to keep cool.

Muhammad Amin was among those who was suffering with
loadshedding - where the electricity supply was cut off; a common
practice across Pakistan by the electricity board to try to preserve
supply.

His relative says their flat experienced consistent constant
power cuts.

According to his family, Muhammad who was in his 40s
suddenly became sick, then died.

Cause of death has not been established, but his family suspect
it was heat-related.

According to Dawn newspaper, almost 30 people have been
found dead by emergency services on the cityâ€™s streets.

Many are suspected drug addicts, Police Surgeon Summaiya
Syed told the newspaper. They did not, however, have any signs
of injury.

EPA People cover their heads in wet towels during a heatwave
in Karachi, PakistanEPA

Soaring temperatures in
Pakistan have led over 1,000
people to head to hospitals
seeking help

Karachi is not the only part
of Pakistan that is struggling to
cope.

deadly temperatures in recent
weeks as well.

Across the border in India,
the capital Delhi has been
enduring an “unprecedented”

(cont’d on next page)

Last month, the province of
Sindh - of which Karachi is the
capital - recorded an almost
record-breaking temperature of
52.2C, according to Reuters.

Pakistan’s neighbours have
been suffering from extreme,
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India reviews
iPhone factory
for ‘not hiring
married women’
BBC Business

responded to requests for
comment from Reuters.

The BBC has also reached
out to the Tamil Nadu labour
department for a response.

Foxconn, the largest supplier
of Apple iPhones, set up its first
factory in Tamil Nadu in 2017
but has since been aggressively
expanding its operations in
India.

In 2023, it began assembling
the iPhone 15 in the state and
earlier this year, Foxconn tied
up with Google to make Pixel
smartphones in Tamil Nadu.

The company said it does
not stand for discrimination in
hiring or recruitment.

In a recent round of
recruitment, 25% of women
hired were married, according

to the company.
It did acknowledge that 20 job ads posted by hiring agencies

were removed in 2022 because they “did not meet our standards”.
The discriminatory practices detailed in the Reuters

investigation allegedly took place in 2023 and 2024.
“When we see an issue we act, including corrective action up

to and including termination of the hiring agency,” Foxconn added.
Rights activists say the reports about the firm’s hiring practices

in India are concerning, given that thousands look to its factories
for employment opportunities.

Reuters said it spoke to numerous employees and Foxconn
hiring agencies for the story.

The report said that hiring agents and Foxconn HR sources
“cited family duties, pregnancy and higher absenteeism as reasons
why Foxconn did not hire married women at the plant”.

This is not the first time the firm has come under scrutiny for
its labour practices.

In 2018, a US-based rights group had accused the firm of
overworking and underpaying temporary workers at its factory in
China that manufactured products for Amazon.

In 2022, its iPhone factory in China saw protests by workers
who claimed that they had not been paid certain dues.

The Indian government has
sought a detailed report from
Tamil Nadu state following
media reports that Apple
supplier Foxconn was allegedly
rejecting married women for
iPhone assembly jobs.

A Reuters investigation
alleged that Foxconn had
excluded married women from
jobs at its main India iPhone
plant near Chennai, citing their
greater family responsibilities
compared to unmarried women.

The federal labour ministry
says the law “clearly stipulates

that no discrimination [is] to be
made while recruiting men and
women workers”.

Foxconn said in a statement
it “vigorously refutes
allegations of employment
discrimination based on marital
status”.

Neither Apple nor the Tamil
Nadu state government

heatwave, with daily
temperatures crossing 40C
(104F) since May, peaking at
nearly 50C.

Doctors in the city say
they’ve never seen anything
like it before.

For Karachi resident
Mohammad Zeshan, it is clear
what the problem is.

“This is due to climate
change,” he told Reuters. “This
is happening all around the
world. This is happening in
Europe. They have faced
intense heat but they have
taken steps about it.

“But here, it is sad that
government has not taken any
effective measures.”

Experts agree these sorts of
extreme weather events are
becoming more frequent and
intense as a result of climate
change.

The heatwave roasting
Karachi is expected to last into
next week, albeit with slightly
lower temperatures forecast.

Weather experts are now
turning their attention to the
monsoon season, which is
expected to arrive early and
bring as much as 60% more
rain, according to experts who
spoke to Dawn.

Deaths
mount as
Pakistan...
(cont’d from last page)



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, JUNE 28TH 202414  -  NEWS -

Basseterre, St Kitts  - The St Kitts Nevis Amateur Basketball Association (SKNABA)

Press Release: 22 June 2024

St Kitts Nevis Amateur Basketball
Association condemns players’ misconduct
during Premier League Playoffs Finals
unequivocally condemns the
recent unruly behaviour
exhibited by a few players
during Thursdayâ€™s game 2
Premier League Finals playoff
game between Sol Sandy Point
Falcons and Achievers Sports
Club Wolf Pack. The actions of
these individuals fall well short
of the standards of
sportsmanship and
professionalism that our
association upholds.

The incident, which was
streamed live, has serious
negative implications for the
integrity of our league and the
image of basketball in our
community. In response, the
SKNABA executive convened
an emergency meeting on
Saturday, June 22, at 4:00 pm
to address the situation
promptly and decisively.

After thorough
deliberations, the executive
unanimously endorsed the
recommendations of its Games
Committee Report. The
following disciplinary actions
have therefore been issued
based on the St Kitts Nevis
Amateur Basketball
Association’s Rules and
Regulations:
-Coach Sean Crossley:
Suspended: 1 game
-Player #1 Taslin Hodge:
Suspended:1 game
-Player #6 Lewis Welsh:
Suspended: 1 game
-Player #3 Chavez Belboda:
Suspended: 4 games
-Player #8 Antonio Boyd:
Suspended: 4 games

The Game Committee also
recommended that Chavez
Belboda and Antonio Boyd be
referred to the Disciplinary
Committee for their despicable
actions that have brought the
sport and our association into
disrepute.

The SKNABA remains
committed to upholding the
integrity and positive spirit of
basketball. We will continue to
take all necessary measures to
protect the interests and image
of the sport and our association.

For further information:
please contact: Secretary:
Jaekeeda Thomas
Email: sknaba869@gmail.com
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Save
Water
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India crush England
to reach T20 World
Cup final
Matthew Henry
BBC Sport Journalist

T20 World Cup, Guyana
India 171-7 (20 overs): Rohit 57 (39), Suryakumar 47
(36); Jordan 3-37
England 103 (16.4 overs): Brook 25 (19); Kuldeep 3-19,
Axar 3-23
India won by 68 runs

England’s defence of the T20 World Cup is over after they
slumped to a 68-run thrashing by a superb India in the semi-final
in Guyana.

Set 172 on a difficult pitch to make Saturday’s final, England’s
batters folded and were dismissed for 103 in 16.4 overs.

Captain Jos Buttler gave them a solid start with 23 but his
wicket was the first of four for 20 runs.

Phil Salt fell for five, Jonny Bairstow a three-ball duck and
Moeen Ali eight from 10 balls.

When the superb Kuldeep Yadav, who took 3-19, bowled Harry
Brook for 25 England were 68-6 and the game done, although
there was still time for two dismal run-outs.

Buttler’s side were also guilty of allowing India to get to a
score above par, although that was largely down to the excellence
of Rohit Sharma and Suryakumar Yadav.

They overcame a slow surface that also kept low in a fine
partnership of 73 from 50 balls that took India to 171-7 - Rohit
hitting 57 and Suryakumar 47.

India, who have not won a World Cup for 13 years, will play
first-time finalists South Africa - a meeting of the tournament’s
two unbeaten sides in Barbados.

England will fly home on Friday and are next in action in a
three-match Test series against West Indies, starting on 10 July.

England’s defence of the title they won in Melbourne in 2022
began with a struggle, kicked into life in the middle, but ends with
a miserable defeat.

They were outclassed by India, who adapted to the tough
conditions better - managing their batting innings perfectly and
then being utterly ruthless with the ball.

Much of the talk beforehand was about how India would have
progressed if no result was possible, with no reserve day in place.

The match was delayed by 75 minutes because of rain and
interrupted again during India’s innings by another shower but, on
this basis, the only thing unfair would have been Rohit’s side failing
to win given the gulf between the two teams.

Before the tournament a run to the semi-finals would probably
have been seen as a decent effort by England.

This result, and the fact they have only won one match against
the major sides en route, means the futures of Buttler and coach
Matthew Mott will be brought back into focus following the feeble
defence of the 50-over World Cup last year.

They are not due to lead England again until September, when
T20 and one-day international series against Australia begin.

India get revenge
England beat India by 10 wickets in Adelaide in the semi-finals

in 2022. Buttler scored 80 not out that night but this time his
dismissal, caught off the toe end to left-arm spinner Axar
Patelâ€™s first ball started the slide.

Salt was tied down in his eight balls before he was bowled
trying to slog Jasprit Bumrah down the ground.

Bairstow was also bowled. He played a wild drive to Axar,
who took 3-23, and was beaten on the inside edge. Moeenâ’s

dismissal was comical as he
drifted out of his crease,
unaware of where the ball had
gone after being hit on the pad,
and was stumped.

Sam Curran went plumb in
front to wrist-spinner Kuldeep,
who also bowled Brook around
his legs.

If Moeen’s dismissal looked
poor, Liam Livingstone’s was
worse. He was sent back by
Jofra Archer running for a
single and was left well short.

As much as England were
bad, credit must go to India,
who charge into the final with
momentum.

Rohit and SKY
lift India

India’s only concern is the
form of Virat Kohli. He was
bowled by Reece Topley in the
third over for nine as his run of
low scores continued.

Crucially, with five to his
name, Rohit cut hard in the air
off Archer but the ball went
through Phil Salt at backward
point before he could get a
hand to it.

Rohit rode his luck early as
he looked to be aggressive, but
played the match-winning
partnership with Suryakumar,
after Rishabh Pant was caught
at mid-wicket off Sam Curran.

When they resumed on 65-
2 off eight overs after the rain
delay, Livingstone and Adil
Rashid battled to restrain them
but Curran was struck for 19
in one over.

Rohit was bowled by a
Rashid googly that kept low and
Suryakumar skied an Archer
slower ball to long-on just as
they threatened to take the
game away.

From there England battled
to limit the damage, with Chris
Jordan dismissing Hardik
Pandya and Shivam Dube in
consecutive balls but not before
Hardik had struck two flat sixes
in 23 from 12 balls, while
Ravindra Jadeja added 17 not
out late on.

Livingstone and Rashid
were the pick of the bowlers
but that was only a sign of what
was to come from Kuldeep and
Axar.

‘We came up
short when we
needed it most’ -
reaction

India captain Rohit Sharma:
“It’s very satisfying to win this

game. We worked really hard as a unit. To win like that was a
great effort from everybody.

“We adapted to the conditions. They were really challenging.
If we play according to the conditions, things fall into place.”

England captain Jos Buttler: “India outplayed us. We let them
maybe get 20-25 too many on a challenging surface that they
played well on. They fully deserved to win.

“We played good cricket in patches but unfortunately came up
short when we needed it most.”

Player of the match, India bowler Axar Patel: “I knew that the
wicket was stopping and had something for the bowlers. I just
tried to bowl in good areas.

“Our batters told us the pitch wasn’t easy to hit the ball. We
felt it was a good total.”

Five-time champion
Thompson-Herah
out of Olympics

IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
Elaine Thompson-Herah has won five Olympic, one world and

three Commonwealth gold medals

Published BBC Sports
Elaine Thompson-Herah, the two-time Olympic champion in

the 100m and 200m, will miss the Paris Olympics with an Achilles
injury.

The 31-year-old Jamaican, a five-time Olympic gold medallist,
sustained the injury at the New York City Grand Prix on 9 June
and had to be carried off the track.

Thompson-Herah - the only sprinter other than compatriot
Usain Bolt to win multiple Olympic titles in both the 100m and
200m - was aiming to defend her 100m crown after choosing not
to race in the Jamaica 200m trials.

She said a “small tear on my Achilles tendon” ended her
chances of competing at a third Olympics.

“Itâ€™s a long road but I am willing to start over and keep
working and to make full recovery and resume my track career,”
Thompson-Herah wrote on Instagram.

“I am hurt and devastated to be missing the Olympics this
year but at the end of the day it’s sports and my health comes
first.”

Jamaicans have won the past four Olympic gold medals in the
women’s 100m.

Thompson-Herah won gold in the 100m and 200m in Rio in
2016 and defended her titles in Tokyo five years later.

She won a fifth Olympic gold in Japan as part of Jamaica’s
4x100m relay team.

South Africa thrash Afghanistan to
reach first men’s World Cup final
Afghanistan 56 (11.5 overs): Omarzai 10 (12); Shamsi
3-6, Jansen 3-16
South Africa 60-1 (8.5 overs): Hendricks 29 (25),
Markram 23 (21)
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