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Hurricane Beryl -
A Wake-Up Call
for the Region

Hurricane Beryl has made its destructive historic mark
as the first named storm of the 2024 Atlantic Hurricane
Season and being a major one at that, leaving a trail of
destruction in the Caribbean region its wake, impacting
islands like Jamaica, Carriacou-Grenada, Barbados and
St.Vincent and the Grenadines. Reports of loss of life
and significant damage to property have sent shockwaves
and sadness throughout the region, underscoring the
urgency of preparedness and vigilance.

Such tragedy serves as a stark reminder-including for
us here in St. Kitts and Nevis- that we must not become
complacent in the face of nature’s fury.

A recent editorial of this publication rightly
emphasized the need for serious preparation. The
message is clear: we cannot afford to take these threats
lightly. Hurricane Beryl has provided us with an immediate
wake-up call, setting a tone for what we might expect in
the coming months. The images and stories emerging in
our region are heartbreaking, yet such also highlight the
importance of taking proactive measures to protect
ourselves and our communities.

Disturbingly, recent trends on social media reveal a
troubling disregard for safety during such storms. Videos
and photos of individuals treating these events as
opportunities for amusement-holding on to property,
refusing to evacuate, or even engaging in reckless
behavior-circulate widely. This carelessness not only

endangers those involved but also sets a
dangerous precedent for others. We have
seen enough examples of the devastating
consequences of such actions. The loss of
lives and destruction of property should
serve as sobering reminders of the
seriousness of these natural disasters.

As a region, we pride ourselves on our
resilience and strength in the face of
adversity. However, true resilience is
demonstrated through preparedness and
responsible action, not by tempting fate. We
must heed the lessons of Hurricane Beryl
and ensure that we are adequately prepared
for future storms. This means having well-
thought-out emergency plans, securing our

homes, and taking evacuation orders
seriously.

Let us all take the threat of natural
disasters seriously and approach the
storm season with a renewed sense of
purpose and responsibility. By doing so,
we honor those who have suffered and
ensure that we are better equipped to
weather the storms ahead.

Our resilience as a people is not just
about enduring hardship but also about
taking the necessary steps to minimize
its impact. It is time to act with good
sense and foresight, ensuring the safety
and well-being of our communities.
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Met Officer Comments On
‘Scary Thought’ Of Hurricane
Peak Season
By: Spokesman Newsroom

Despite preparations by state agencies, he expressed concerns
over community complacency.

“However, it’s sad to say I get the impression that there’s a
level of complacency still within a lot of persons within the
community,” he said. “Recognizing that we haven’t been hit with
a hurricane or a storm in so long; it’s almost over 10 years since a
storm really done any major damage to us here in St. Kitts and
Nevis.”

Burke detailed the current meteorological conditions, explaining
how the high-pressure system in the Atlantic is steering potential
storms towards the island chain.

“What we’re looking at in terms of the dominance of the high-
pressure system, the dominance of the high-pressure system in
the Atlantic is steering whatever comes across the Atlantic straight
to the island chain, so somebody is likely to be impacted,” he
noted.

He also addressed another potential storm system that is
forecasted to the third named storm of the season.

“There is the system still there, however, because of some of
the dust and because Beryl now would have turned up a lot of this
warm water, it kind of would have soaked up some of that fuel so
to speak, so the chances of it developing is relatively lower than
what we anticipated at the start of the week. However, at the
same time, it’s still gonna bring some unsettled weather to almost
the same set of islands.”

When quizzed about the outlook for the peak of the hurricane
season, the met officer had this to say: “I’m scared to even think
about the true peak of the hurricane season; what’s expected to
happenâ€¦because we’re in uncharted territory,” Burke admitted.
“As I said earlier, we never had a category 5 hurricane develop
late June, early July in the Atlantic; never had one.”

Burke emphasized the importance of preparedness, citing
Hurricane Beryl as a clear indication of the devastation that
unprepared communities could face.

“We have to be prepared because Beryl is clearly an indication
that if you’re not prepared adequately, it can be devastating,” he
stressed.

Front Page Photo: Heaped-up sand piles on the eastern
end of the Bay Road in St. Kitts on Wednesday 3rd July
2024, due to the high surf  in the Caribbean Sea caused
by Hurricane Beryl. (Spokesman Snap)

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday 3rd July 2024) -
“I’m scared to even think about the true peak of the hurricane
season...we never had a category 5 hurricane develop late June,
early July in the Atlantic; never had one.”

So said Senior Meteorological Officer of the St. Kitts Met
Office, Elmo Burke, in expressing his concerns about the
upcoming peak of the hurricane season during a live appearance
on Freedom FM’s ‘SKN Today’ aired on Tuesday 2nd July 2024,
hosted by media personality Eboni Brandon.

He touched on the intensity of Hurricane Beryl, a Category 5
storm that traversed the Caribbean unusually early in the season.

“This is the first time in history that we have ever had a category
five storm traversing the Caribbean so early in the season,” he
stated. Burke noted the rapid intensification of the storm, which
transformed from a depression to a major hurricane in just 42

hours, emphasizing the
unusually warm sea conditions
attributed to climate change.

“What we’re seeing is what
we would normally see
happening in late August-
September, and to see this
moving from a depression to a
category four major hurricane
within 42 hours or so is insane,
and itâ€™s testament that the
seas are so, so warm,” Burke
explained. “We keep saying this
because of climate change right
now, the sea conditions are so,
so warm, especially in the
Atlantic, that it’s ripe for rapid
intensification as long as the
other conditions are
favourable.”
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Rick Ross Brings
Curtain Down On
Music Festival
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Monday 1st July 2024)-The
26th edition of the three-night St. Kitts Music Festival (27th to
29th June) concluded with an electrifying performance by
international hip-hop superstar Rick Ross at the Warner Park
Cricket Stadium in Basseterre.

The Maybach Music label American rapper captivated the
audience with an energetic flow, performing hits like ‘Diced
Pineapples’, ‘Hustlin’ and ‘BMF’, backed by his DJ in delivering
an over 30-minute show that left scores fans and music lovers in
awe during the wee hours of Sunday 30th June 2024.

The closing night of the festival also featured stellar
performances from well-known U.S R&B entertainer Mary J.

Blige, popular Jamaican dancehall sensation 450, legendary U.S
R&B artist Freddie Jackson, Remone Watson-the 2023 Jamaica
Digicel Rising Star champion, the groovy jazz Nicholas Brancker
Band from Barbados, Jamaican reggae star Tony Rebel, and
Briannagh D 22-year-old songstress with St. Kitts-Nevis roots
(based in the U.S), ensuring a memorable end to a spectacular
event.

Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew, when quizzed about this
year’s music festival at the Round Table held on Tuesday, 2nd
July 2024, praised the event’s success.

“The music festival was started in the 90s. It’s a very long-
standing music festival that keeps getting better. The last iteration
of the music festival was very, very successful. All three nights
were attended. They had great attendance. The people came out
in their numbers,” he said.

Dr. Drew highlighted the festival’s popularity, noting, “As one
person told me, you look like you have more people in the VIP
than you have in the regular, and I know that, you know, in the
VIP you have to pay a substantial amount to be there. But I think
everybody had an opportunity to be at the St. Kitts Music Festival.”

Reflecting on his participation, Dr. Drew shared, “I myself
participated all nights of the music festival. I came back from
Taiwan the Thursday and I was able to participate the very

Thursday night, and I did have
an excellent time during the
Music Festival. So I want to
take this opportunity to
congratulate the Minister and
her team for an excellent
presentation of the music
festival this year.”

He also acknowledged the
success of related events,
stating, “I also want to add that
White Sands at Carambola was
very successful as well. I went
there as well. That is when I
left prematurely to speak to the
other prime ministers who were
going to be affected by
[Hurricane] Beryl. And it was
just full; I mean, it was amazing
to see how many persons were
there. So I think overall the
weekend went without
incidents. It was well enjoyed
by our people here in St. Kitts
and Nevis.”

Dr. Drew commended the
festival’s impact on the
international stage and local
safety, saying, “And I want to
once again congratulate the
minister on a wonderful,
wonderful music festival. And
to thank the people of St. Kitts
and Nevis for making sure that
it was a safe music festival. As
a matter of fact, I think St. Kitts
and Nevis’ name is now further
along in the international
community as a place where
you can go to have fun and a
place where you can venture
deeper. So I think at the end of
the day, it was a very, very
successful.”

He also mentioned the
positive impact on local hotels,
noting, “Let me say also, to the
extent, even the hotels, I spoke
to a sample of the hoteliers. I
think Park Hyatt, Marriott, Koi,
and they all told me that their
numbers went up as a result.
But generally, their numbers
have been higher this year. And
that has to do with the increased
number of flights that we have
had regionally and
internationally. So we have
seen a significant increase in
our tourism sector.”

Front Page Image:
International hip-hop
superstar Rick Ross (at
front) performs with his
DJ during the wee hours
of Sunday 30th June
bringing the curtains down
on the 26th edition of the
St.Kitts Music Festival
held at the Warner Park
Cricket Stadium
(screenshot via Facebook/
AlphaAerials)Section of the audience while Rick Ross performs (screenshot via Facebook/AlphaAerials)
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The United States Takes Immediate
Action to Support the

Eastern Caribbean Nations after
Hurricane Beryl

3rd July 2024
Today, Ambassador Roger Nyhus announced immediate U.S. humanitarian support for the

communities impacted by Hurricane Beryl in Grenada and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. This
comes in response to a direct request for assistance from their governments.

Ambassador Nyhus released a declaration of humanitarian need within hours of Hurricane Beryl’s
pass through the Eastern Caribbean, triggering the release of funding, administered by the Red
Cross, to support those affected by the disaster in the two countries.

USAID has disaster experts on the ground, supporting damage assessments.  In anticipation of
the hurricane’s landfall, the United States pre-positioned supplies in the region to ensure a swift
response. These proactive measures have allowed for an expedited delivery of aid and support to
those in need.

“The United States and Embassy Bridgetown stand in solidarity with the people of Grenada and
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines during this challenging time,” said Ambassador Nyhus. “The
United States is committed to providing the necessary support to help these communities recover
and rebuild. These are our friends, neighbors, and partners.”
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Disaster Coordinator
Urges Public to Take
Advisories Seriously
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday 3rd July 2024)-
In light of social media videos showing individuals in neighboring
islands outside during the passage of Hurricane Beryl, National
Disaster Coordinator for the National Emergency Management
Agency (NEMA), Abdias Samuel, is urging the public here in St.
Kitts-Nevis to take storm advisories seriously.

“One of the things that is saddening to see is that people are
not adhering to the advisories. You see people on the outside. I
mean, I’ve seen some images where people are tying a roof while
this is happening. You know, that’s not a practice we want to

more strain on the state
response. So therefore, we
need the support of the general
public; it’s the biggest
stakeholder that we have.”

Samuel spoke about the
importance of home
preparedness. “The advisories.
We keep preaching the
message. You know, prepare
your home. Assess your
property. Look around. Look at
your vulnerabilities. We know
windows and doors are critical
points of egress and ingress. So
we need to batten down. Have
somebody assess your roof. If
you don’t have the capability,
reach out to the state agencies
that may find some time to give
you some assistance,” he

advised.
He underscored the necessity of community spirit and

adherence to advisories. “Do you know how much persons right
now wish that they had even listened to one single advisory, whether
it be going to a shelter?” Samuel asked.

Highlighting state and private sector readiness, Samuel noted,
“Our shelters, we are working on those to make sure that they
are in a state of readiness to support that, as we have various
groups to deal with shelters. Our state of collecting information
pre-impact, the director of public works would have indicated that
his team is ready to address that situation. The sectors of welfare
relief supplies, the permanent secretary, has indicated that they
are continuing their preparedness activities, but they are quite
comfortable that they are ready to respond to the need of the
general public.”

He also mentioned the preparedness of security forces. “The
Commissioner of Police and the Commander of the Defence Force
would have indicated that the hurricane orders are already in place
with their respective agencies to be able to provide security to the

encourage. We are seeing that
people did not heed to the
warnings of going to a shelter,”
he lamented while speaking on
Freedom FM’s ‘SKN Today’
episode aired live on Tuesday
2nd July 2024.

Samuel echoed sentiments
of his colleague Senior
Meteorological Officer of the
St. Kitts Met Office, Elmo
Burke in sharing:  “I am more
concerned not for what the
state is doing in terms of
preparedness, because the state
has an obligation. What we are
concerned about is the
behavioural change that is
required in the general public.
That is the challenge that we
have right now, because we can
be prepared. We know what
we need to do. Well, the
question is, will the general
public adhere to the warnings?
Because it’s quite evident.
Have you seen the videos of
persons out on the port? Have
you seen the videos of people
outside?”

He gave an example about
the public disregarding for
advisories based on an
observation made while on his
way the radio station that
morning.

“While I was heading here,
I was on the Bay Road and I
had to turn around; thatâ€™s
why I was a few minutes late.
And the police has the railroad
in the vicinity of Caribbean
Supply blocked off because of
the high surf that we are
experiencing in the Caribbean
Sea. And you want to tell me
that there is no entry sign. You
see the waves coming over and
persons are still going through.
This is what is happening post-
impact of the storm. This is
where lives are lost. This is
where injuries are sustained.
And guess what? Then we put

(cont’d on next page)
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critical facilities and the general public, indeed,” he noted.
Samuel highlighted a recent meeting convened by Prime

Minister Terrance Drew, where the readiness of various sectors
and infrastructure were assessed. “The meeting was convened
yesterday by the Honorable Prime Minister. We looked at our
infrastructure, we looked at all of the different sectors and where
they are in terms of readiness. And we are quite confident that
we can weather the storm. No, you can never be too ready,”
Samuel stated.

Reflecting on the situation in St. Vincent and the Grenadines,
Samuel expressed solidarity and emphasized the importance of
preparedness. “My colleagues in St. Vincent and the Grenadines,
I know they did everything possible to be as ready as they can.
They have done well. However, we have seen the devastations in
those islands and I just want to pause and express the solidarity of
the NEMA, the government of St. Kitts and Nevis, and the people
of St. Kitts and Nevis with our colleagues and friends in that
area,â€€ he said.

Samuel underscored the role of the private sector in disaster
preparedness. “Also, we want to take this opportunity to highlight
the private sector because they are a key component of all the
preparedness and response activities. And we are quite
comfortable that they have done enough or sufficient to be able to
provide us with the basic food services in the event that we have
to be impacted,” he said.

He stressed the importance of public adherence to advisories,
saying, “Again, I want to encourage the general public to take a
look at what is happening in Tobago, St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, St. Lucia, Barbados, Grenada, and to do the
necessaries to prepare. So from the state, we are still identifying
gaps and we are doing our best to ensure that we fill these gaps.”

Samuel informed that the tourism sector and ports of entry are

Disaster Coordinator
Urges Public to Take
Advisories Seriously

also prepared. “We receive
reports from the operations
officer of the port right now,
and we are quite comfortable
that they are in a state of
readiness to be able to
withstand whatever system
may come our way.”

He added, “Our colleagues
at Nevis as well, they too have
reported that they are in a state
of readiness. They would have

had a meeting as well yesterday afternoon, in which they too
were reassessing the preparedness activities and so on. So, we
are quite comfortable for now that the state in itself is in a state of
readiness to support the citizens or residents of St. Kitts if we are
to be impacted.”

Samuel stressed the critical role of public cooperation. “So the
problem is if the general public does not listen to the advisory and
adhere to the advisories, then we’re going to have challenges.”

According to him: “If the general public is not supportive and
in tune, then every other system is going to be a failure. Right? So
the general public has to play its part. We have the example of
what has happened with Beryl...”
Front Page Photo: Screenshot of a viral video with over
60,000 plays showing a woman trying to hold onto her
roof during the passage of Hurricane Beryl, believed to
be in Jamaica. Video posted on Thursday 4th July 2024,
via Facebook/ReloadedNewsAlert

(cont’d from last page)
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CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

STATEMENT
July 2, 2024

Support For Borrowing
Member Countries Impacted
By Hurricane Beryl

The Caribbean Development Bank (CDB)
is deeply saddened by the damage and
devastation experienced by Barbados, Grenada,
Carriacou and Petite Martinique, Saint Lucia,
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Trinidad
and Tobago following the passage of Hurricane
Beryl. Our hearts go out to the people and
communities affected, particularly where there
has been loss of life.

The widespread damage across these islands
underscores the extreme vulnerability of our
Region and highlights the increasing threat
Climate Change poses to our Borrowing
Members Countries (BMCs) and other small
island developing states (SIDS). CDB remains
committed to advocating for access to
concessionary resources to assist our countries
in meeting the challenges posed by our changing
environment.

The Bank is resolute in its commitment to
supporting the affected territories.  We are
ready to deploy our full capacity to bolster

recovery and rebuilding efforts, and we will work side-
by-side with our partner governments to see our BMCs
through this crisis.  To this end, our Team is actively
coordinating a comprehensive, multi-tiered response
to meet immediate, medium, and long-term needs.

By way of immediate action, CDB is providing our
customary support for the Regional Response
Mechanism to be spearheaded by the Caribbean
Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA).
This includes mobilisation and coordination of disaster
relief to get necessities, resources and assistance to
the affected areas as quickly as possible.  Where
necessary, human resources will also be provided to
increase capacity on the ground.

In addition, where possible, national response
efforts will be supported, particularly with regard to
emergency response.

Another near-term measure will be the provision
of funds to address urgent needs at the national level.
Consequently, we are now in active communication
with the governments of the impacted countries to
respond to immediate support requests following the
requisite damage assessments.

We are also collaborating with development
partners and the international donor community to
combine resources and ensure optimal impact.

Our response is built on our Disaster Management
Strategy and Operational Guidelines (DiMSOG), which
aims to bolster sustainable development and poverty
reduction in our member countries by mitigating the
impact of natural disasters.

CDB understands that for SIDS, disaster recovery
is often a long-term effort.  However, we will work
with our BMCs to overcome this crisis and restore
normalcy as quickly as possible.  We will also continue
to lead the Region’s sustainable development efforts
and build greater resilience for the future.
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Statement by the OECS
Director General on

Hurricane Beryl
I am deeply saddened by the loss of life and significant devastation caused by

Hurricane Beryl in our region with notably severe impact on Grenada (Carriacou
and Petite Martinique) and St. Vincent and the Grenadines. I send my deepest
condolences to the families and all those who have been impacted by this extreme
weather event. Beryl, the earliest Category 4 Atlantic Hurricane on record to form
in the hurricane season, serves as a stark reminder of the realities of climate change
and its adverse impacts affecting Small Island Developing States (SIDS).

We commend the respective OECS Member States, CARICOM countries,
National Emergency Management Agencies, and CDEMA, who are coordinating
the disaster response and recovery efforts. Our thoughts are also with Jamaica
and the Cayman Islands, who are now preparing for a major impact. As a region,
we must continue to remain vigilant and prepared against these impacts in what is
only the beginning of an active hurricane season. Collective action and solidarity
are now required to support all those affected.

The OECS Commission is working to support Member States at this time and

calls upon the
in te rna t iona l
community and
d e v e l o p m e n t
partners to
support the
rebuilding and
resilience efforts
underway in the
region. We
commend the
Government of
Saint Lucia for
their show of
support in
providing a
helicopter to the
Prime Minister
of Grenada to
take him around
the affected
areas. The
helicopter was
also used to
t r a n s p o r t
urgently needed
m e d i c a l
supplies. As
i n d i v i d u a l
islands, we may
be small, but as
one region,
together we can
withstand and
overcome all
challenges. We

also commend the Republic of France for offering assistance
to the Governments of Grenada and St. Vincent and the
Grenadines with logistical and transportation assistance to
access Carriacou and Petite Martinique (Grenada) and the
many Grenadine islands (St. Vincent) that have been
devastated and are currently inaccessible.



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, JULY 05TH 202410  -   NEWS RELEASE -

TDC Home and Building
Depot and Toldeo Lock
Company host In-Store
Product Demonstration

Basseterre, St. Kitts - The TDC Home and Building Depot on St. Kitts and its
corporate partner, the Toldeo Lock Company hosted a ‘Get Locked In’ product
demonstration for customers.

The highly interactive session showcased the Toledo line of products including the
Nexxus, the Black Series (the TBK90R) and Anti Corrosion High-Security locks.

Mr. Joshua Diaz, Toldeo Locks Company Regional Sales Head, engaged patrons
updating them on the latest innovations in lock technology with hands on demonstrations,
highlighting the features, functions and benefits.

Mr. Diaz also took the opportunity to offer expert advice while educating customers
about the importance of choosing the right locks for their needs and offered practical
solutions for home and office security.

Patrons praised the idea and openly expressed their pleasure in having the event,
as many saw it as a chance to learn more about the products and by extension the
services that are readily available to them from the store.
“This is a great idea.”
“I have to get one of those for my home.”
“The locks and the features are impressive.”
“I own an Airbnb and will surely get one of the locks, the Nexxus.  I like the added
security it provides.”

The in-store activity formed part of the TDC Home and Building Depots’ Eduseries
Program, an annual product development and education campaign, specifically designed
to enhance customer experiences.
Picture - Mr. Joshua Diaz, Toldeo Locks Company Regional Sales Head speaking with a
customer at the TDC Home and Building Depot on the Frigate Bay Road about the
benefits of the Toldeo Nexxus Lock
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ECTEL Holds 98th Board of Directors Meeting to
Advance Electronic Communications Sector

Castries, Saint Lucia - June 27, 2024 - The Eastern
Caribbean Telecommunications Authority (ECTEL) held its 98th
Board of Directors meeting on June 25, 2024, bringing together

members virtually. The meeting, chaired by Mr. Philip Dalsou,
underscored ECTEL’s commitment to foster open markets,
liberalization, competition, and harmonised telecommunication
policies across its Contracting States. In his welcome address,
Mr. Dalsou reflected on ECTEL’s foundational purposes, which
include promoting open markets, ensuring universal service, fair
pricing and enabling efficient and modern telecommunications.

He emphasized the need for
ECTEL to evolve into a 21st-
century regulatory body that
can effectively manage and
regulate the rapidly changing
electronic communications
sector.

Highlights of the meeting
included discussions on
ECTEL’s work-plan, initiative
to promote greater staff
engagement, a review of
ECTEL’s finances for the year
so far, and new developments
on the passage of a new
Electronic Communications Act
for the sub-region.

As Mr. Dalsou highlighted in his welcome address: â€œthe
Board of Directors play a critical role in the governance of ECTEL,
as outlined in Article 8 of the Treaty. He emphasized the Board’s
responsibility to ensure the effective implementation of the treaty
and related policies, guiding the sector’s growth for the benefit of
the Contracting States’ citizens.” Mr. Dalsou further stated that,
â€œAs the electronic communications sector continues to evolve,
ECTEL is committed to transforming into a forward-thinking
regulatory authority. This transformation is essential to keep pace
with technological advancements and to ensure that the regulatory
framework facilitates, rather than hinders growth in the electronic
communications sector.”

The meeting concluded with optimism for the future, as ECTEL
remains dedicated to advancing telecommunications and fostering
an inclusive, competitive, and innovative electronic communications
environment within its Contracting States.
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Department of Cooperatives in St. Kitts
organises beach clean-up in Sandy Point

BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS, July 4, 2024 (MMS-SKN) — In a lead-up to the International Day of Cooperatives,
which will be observed on Saturday July 6 under the theme ‘Cooperatives Building a Better Future for All’, the Department
of Cooperatives in St. Kitts has been observing a week of activities.

The activities kicked off on Thursday June 27, with members of the various cooperatives displaying their businesses and
products at the Agro Strip on Pond Site in East Basseterre.

With the Department of Cooperatives now falling under the Ministry of Small Business and Entrepreneurship, the week of
activities continued on Wednesday morning, July 3, with Permanent Secretary, Ms Delrine Taylor, leading staff and members
of cooperative societies on a beach clean-up exercise at Pump Bay, Fig Tree, Sandy Point.

“Today’s beach clean-up, in Sandy Point, was a wonderful initiative as it highlighted the importance of environment

Clockwise from top: Registrar of Coops Mrs Earla Clarke-Allen leads in prayer; cleaning the beach towards Newton Ground; cleaning the beach towards Sandy Point town;
participants at the end of the clean-up exercise pose for a group picture on the beach.

stewardship and community
collaboration,” said PS Taylor. â€œIt
was especially significant because
Sandy Point is the home of one of our
cooperatives, Sandy Point Agricultural
Cooperative Society (SPACS), which is
an esteemed agricultural cooperative
society. This event not only keeps the
beach clean, but it also fosters a sense
of unity and responsibility among the
community members.”

Staff of the Department of
Cooperatives, and staff from the

Staff of the Department of Cooperatives and the Ministry Small Business and
Entrepreneurship, who were joined by members of local cooperative societies, pose for
a picture showing part of what they collected from the beach.

PS in the Ministry of Small Business and Entrepreneurship, Ms Delrine Taylor (right),
leads in the beach clean-up at Pump Bay, Fig Tree, Sandy Point, on Wednesday July 3.

(cont’d on next page)
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Ministry Small Business and
Entrepreneurship, teamed up
with members of the Sandy
Point Fishermen Marketing and
Supply Cooperative Society
outside Rum Dawg Beach Bar
and Grill at 7:30 a.m. where the
Registrar of Cooperatives, Mrs
Earla Clarke-Allen, led them in
a moment of prayer before they
embarked on their all-important
mission to clean up the Pump
Bay Beach.

As a direct effect of the
passage of Hurricane Beryl in
the region, the sea was very
rough and debris including
plastics, clothing and planks of
wood kept on washing up. The
beach cleaners would get into
the water to retrieve them, and
put them in black plastic bags.

The clean-up activity came
to an end at 9:00 a.m., and the
participants were served
breakfast at the Rum Dawg
Beach Bar and Grill, and later
drinks at the Link Up Bar.

Joining PS Taylor from her
ministry included Assistant
Secretary, Ms Leah Crag-
Chaderton, Senior Business
Advisors, Mrs Kyla Gibson-
Dore, and Mr. Delwayne
Delaney. President of the Sandy
Point Fishermen Marketing and
Supply Cooperative, Mr Ralph
Wilkins, was accompanied by
among others, the Vice
President Mr Kyle Jones,
Secretary Mrs Sandy Wilkin-
Francis, and member Mr Rex
Newton.

The team had been joined
very early by a member of the
St. Kitts Agro Processors
Cooperative Society, 65-year
old Ms Roberta Rawlins from
Tabernacle Village, and later by
President of the Old Road-
based Gideon Force Organic
Agricultural Cooperative
Society, Ras Sankofa
Maccabbee.

“This (beach clean-up)
does not just benefit the
Department of Cooperatives,
as you also have an
environmental impact,” noted
Permanent Secretary Ms
Delrine Taylor. “You have the
tourism aspect as you are
aware that the Sandy Point’s
Pump Bay has now been

named a significant strip on the island of St. Kitts and that is a
plan to raise the tourism product of St. Kitts and Nevis.”

She pointed out that cleanliness is the sustainability of that
area and not just the beach area which is significantly important,
but it will not only benefit multiple sectors, among them the
cooperatives in the area, but also the small businesses that have
their establishments in the area.

“We just have had some rough waters as a result of the passage
of Hurricane Beryl, and lots of debris and plastic came on the
shores and we were able to clean those so they do not go back
into the ocean and create any disaster for our marine life,”
concluded PS Ms Delrine Taylor.

Mr Ralph Wilkins, President of the Sandy Point Fishermen
Marketing and Supply Cooperative Society, thanked the team that
helped in the beach clean-up, and notably the Ministry of Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, and the Department of
Cooperatives.

“By cleaning the beach, fishermen would have more access
to the sea,” said Mr Wilkins. “Even though we have one net boat
around here, cleaning the beach is still good for them. It is the
only beach around here now, so most people come here to bathe,
so we have to keep the beach clean. So we just want to say thank
you for coming and assisting us.”

Speaking on behalf of other business establishments at Pump
Bay, owner of Rum Dawg Beach Bar and Grill, Mr Bruce
Cannonier, said that the clean-up was something that was well-
needed.

“You have to keep the environment clean because you know
we are doing business here,” stated Mr Cannonier. “It is only fair
to keep the business clean when the patrons come and apart from
that you keep the coastline clean. So it is a good effort and I
commend it highly. I hope it will happen again, not just once, and
also I appreciate it very much.”

Department of Cooperatives in
St. Kitts organises beach clean-
up in Sandy Point
(cont’d from last page)
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Public Advisory
re: E-COMMERCE SCAMS
The White Collar Crime Unit (WCCU) of the

Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police Force
(RSCNPF) in collaboration with the St. Kitts and
Nevis Financial Intelligence Unit (SKNFIU) is
issuing this advisory to the general public to assist
with the identification and prevention of E-
Commerce Scams.

Intelligence suggests that there are illicit
actors (scammers) who are utilizing social media
and purporting to be legitimate sellers of goods.
The general public is hereby advised to exercise
caution when utilising social media as a channel
for the selling and the procuring of goods and

Nazi song row
student group
suspended by
university
By Susie Rack,
BBC News, West Midlands

The University of
Warwick’s students’ union has
suspended the activities of a
Conservative Association
group after a “reprehensible”
video was shared online

A university has suspended
a student group while it
investigates a video that
appears to show members
dancing to a Nazi marching
song.

The University of Warwick
described the video, which was
shared on social media and in
the media, as “reprehensible”
and launched an inquiry.

The University of Warwick
Conservative Association
(UWCA) has apologised over
the footage, which apparently
shows attendees at a dinner it
hosted dancing to Erika, a
popular World War Two song
for Nazi soldiers.

“Antisemitism has no place
on our campus,” a university
spokesperson said.

“Warwick SU has
suspended the activities of
Warwick Conservative
Association while the
investigation is carried out.”

As dinner attendees dance
while the music plays, shouts of
“sehr gut” - German for “very
good” - can be heard on the
video.

‘Utterly
abhorrent’

The UWCA has apologised
for the hurt caused by the
incident and said the song was
requested by an individual who
would be barred from future
events.

In a statement, the group
added most attendees had been
unaware of the song’s
connotations, and it would fully
cooperate with the university’s
investigation.

It also pointed out its
members had consistently
campaigned on campus against
antisemitism and would
continue to stand against
discrimination.

The Union of Jewish

The university said its
externally-led investigation
could take up to 90 days, with

Students previously said the
gathering’s “blatant and
unchallenged support for
Nazism” was “utterly
abhorrent” and that it expected
decisive action on the matter.

“Glorification of the Nazis
has no place in our society,”
they said, adding “it is in no way
acceptable and must be widely
condemned”.

findings shared publicly.
“Should appropriate action

be necessary following the

conclusion of the investigation,
we will not hesitate to act,” the
spokesperson added.

the use of online platforms for payments.

RECOMMENDATIONS
* Exercise caution when transacting business in
social media.
* If the seller is unknown or cannot be verified,
refrain from conducting the transaction.
*  Confirm via telephone contact whether the
seller possesses the goods and the selling price.
* Verify that payment is received through
telephone contact with the seller.
*  Be wary of purchasing goods from unknown
people; goods might be stolen items.

The RSCNPF and SKNFIU continue to effect
their national mandates through this dissemination
in the fight against money laundering and other
related activities.
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Save
Water



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, JULY 05TH 202416  -  SPORTS -

Kohli, Rohit and Jadeja
retire from T20
Internationals

Ravindra Jadeja celebrating with the T20 World Cup
IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
Ravindra Jadeja made his T20 international debut against Sri Lanka in 2009

Kohli had endured a difficult World Cup, with only 75 runs in seven innings
before his important knock in the final lifted India to 176-7.

South Africa needed only 30 runs from the final five overs, but they wilted in
the face of some superb India death bowling, and Suryakumar Yadav’s all-time
great catch to remove David Miller in the 20th over effectively sealed the match.

Clearly emotional on receiving his player-of-the-match award, Kohli said: “This
is my last T20 game playing for India, my last World Cup I was going to play.

“I wanted to make the most of it. And this was our aim. We wanted to lift the
cup.

“I’m really grateful I was able to get the job done for the team when it mattered
the most.”

Kohli ends with 4,188 runs from 125 T20 internationals, just behind Rohit’s tally
of 4,231. Rohit’s 159 caps is also the most for any man and his five centuries is also
a record, shared with Australia’s Glenn Maxwell.

Left-arm spinning all-rounder Jadeja has made 74 T20 international appearances,
taking 54 wickets at an average of 29.85 and scoring 515 runs at a strike rate of
127.16.

Rohit and Bangladesh all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan are the only men to feature
in every T20 World Cup, the first edition of which was held in 2007, which India
won.

India’s last World Cup success in any format came in the 50-over version in
2011.

They have lost two finals in the past year: the World Test Championship final to
Australia at The Oval last summer, then the 50-over final on home soil in Ahmedabad
to the same opponents in November.

“It was very emotional, I wanted this badly,” said Rohit. “I was very desperate
for this in my life so I’m happy we crossed the line this time.

“This has to be the greatest time, only because how of desperately I wanted to
win this.

“All the runs that I’ve scored in all these years, it does matter, but I’m not big on
stats and all of that. Winning games for India, winning trophies for India, that is
what I look forward to all the time.”

IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma are the two leading run-scorers in men’s T20
internationals

Published  BBC Sports
India legends Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma and Ravindra

Jadeja have retired from T20 internationals following their
World Cup triumph in Barbados.

Kohli was man of the match for his 76 and Rohit became the first India captain
to lift a World Cup since 2011 following the captivating seven-run defeat of South
Africa.

Rohit, 37, and 35-year-old Kohli are number one and two respectively on the
all-time list of T20 international run-scorers.

“I’ve loved every moment of this,” said Rohit. “I started my India career playing
this format. This is what I wanted. I wanted to win the cup and say thank you.”

On former captain Kohli, Rohit said: “He’s been a champion player without a
doubt. We all know what he has done for us.

“At some point everyone has to say goodbye to the game and Virat was very
clear that this is what he wanted to do.”

Jadeja, 35, wrote on Instagram on Sunday: “Like a steadfast horse galloping
with pride, I’ve always given my best for my country and will continue to do so in
other formats.

“Winning the T20 World Cup was a dream come true, a pinnacle of my T20
international career. Thank you for the memories, the cheers, and the unwavering
support.”

All three men will continue to be available for India in Tests and one-day
internationals.

Statement from Dr. Kishore Shallow, President
of Cricket West Indies on Hurricane Beryl

It is with a heavy heart that I express my
deepest sorrow for the devastating impact
Hurricane Beryl, a Category 4 hurricane, has
had on the Caribbean, striking less than forty-
eight hours after our region celebrated the
successful conclusion of the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup in Barbados. As a citizen of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, it is especially
painful to witness the tragic loss in Union Island
and the catastrophic damage to Carriacou and
Petite Martinique part of the tri-island state of
Grenada.

The aftermath of Hurricane Beryl is a stark
reminder of the vulnerability our region faces.
The destruction and loss are profound, and the

road to recovery will be challenging. However,
in the spirit of unity and resilience that
characterizes the West Indies, we will rise to
meet these challenges head-on.

Our thoughts and prayers are with our
brothers and sisters in Jamaica as Hurricane
Beryl approaches, urging all to take necessary
precautions.

Cricket West Indies stands in solidarity with
all those affected by this calamity. We pledge
our unwavering support. Now more than ever,
we must unite and “Rally round the West
Indies.” Together, we will rebuild and emerge
stronger.
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