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Unite In Battling
Crime and

Violence, Not
Battle Each Other

and violence.
The effects of crime and violence are far-

reaching, impacting every corner of our society.
It affects our families, disrupts our communities,
and hampers economic growth. Allowing such
an environment to persist risks normalizing
criminal behavior and fostering a climate of fear.
It is imperative that we, as a nation, recognize
the gravity of this situation and refuse to accept
it as norm.

Blaming each other politically only serves to
deepen our divisions and distract from finding
effective solutions. Crime does not discriminate
based on political affiliations; it touches every
life, regardless of party lines. Our leaders must
rise above partisanship and come together in a
unified front to create and implement
comprehensive strategies to combat crime.
Transparent governance, accountability, and a
commitment to the common good are essential
in this endeavor.

Strengthening our law enforcement agencies
is a critical first step. Police need the resources,
training, and community support to perform their
duties effectively. However, law enforcement
alone cannot solve this issue. Community policing

initiatives can help bridge the gap between
officers and residents, fostering trust, cooperation,
and mutual respect. Crime prevention must start
at the grassroots level, with communities taking
proactive measures and engaging in regular
dialogue with local authorities.

At its core, the fight against crime and
violence is about valuing human life and dignity.
Each act of violence, each life lost, is a scar on
our nation. Cultivating a culture of peace, respect,
and justice is essential. Every citizen has a role
to play in this endeavor, from teaching our children
the values of respect and empathy to actively
participating in community initiatives.

This is a battle we must approach with
unwavering resolve. Crime and violence in St.
Kitts and Nevis demand a collective, determined
response. Let us not be divided by our differences
but strengthened by our common purpose-a safer,
more peaceful nation for all.

In togetherness, we find strength; in division,
we falter. Let us choose to be united and take
collective action to defend our homeland.

It is not only our duty but our solemn
responsibility to ensure that peace abounds in St.
Kitts and Nevis.

When the issue of crime and violence arises in St. Kitts and
Nevis, we often find ourselves battling each other instead of the
problem at hand. The political blame game dominates discussions,
overshadowing the real issue- the malicious agenda of the criminals
who disrupt our communities.

The government undeniably has its role to play, but the crux of
the challenge lies within our society and the minds of those
committing these heinous acts. As a people, our agenda to bring
about meaningful change must be driven by unified, collective
action.

It is quite disheartening to observe that political figures,
influencers and others alike regardless of their party affiliations,
continue to tally murder rates under the different administrations.
Such reduction of a grave issue to a mere campaign and party
politics topic is not only insensitive but also counterproductive.
The focus shifts from finding solutions to gaining political leverage,
further entrenching divisions within our society.

Are we going to continue fighting each other on social media
and elsewhere, or will we change our attitudes and behaviors to
bring about the change we desperately need?

St. Kitts and Nevis, our cherished twin-island nation, is a place
where peace, unity, and communal harmony should flourish. Yet,
we find ourselves grappling with an unsettling rise in crime and
violence - a cancer threatening to disrupt the serene atmosphere
that defines our homeland. Though  this issue is not unique to our
shores as many others countries around the world face similar
challenges, we must not allow this dark force to take root and
plague our society. The time has come for us to unite, setting
aside political differences, and take a collective stand against crime
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Long-Awaited Pension Payments To Government
Auxiliary Employees (GAEs) Commences

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts, July 25, 2024 (SKNIS) - A historic milestone was achieved in St.
Kitts and Nevis on Thursday, July 25, 2024, as the government, led by Prime Minister, the Honourable
Dr. Terrance Drew, commenced pension payments to hundreds of retired Government Auxiliary
Employees (GAEs) who had been unjustly denied by the previous administration.

The occasion was marked by a brief ceremony in front of Government Headquarters that was
attended by members of the Federal Cabinet, senior government officials, representatives of the
Pension Reform Task Force, and retired GAEs.

Commenting on the significance of today’s event, Prime Minister Dr. Drew said it was imperative
for his government to honour the commitment and dedication of those who have tirelessly served
the country without the assurance of a secure future.

“Our GAEs are the
backbone of our public
services. They are our traffic
wardens, ensuring the safety of
our children on their way to
school. They are our
environmental workers,
keeping our streets, drains, and
alleyways clean. They are our
messengers, delivering vital
documents across our nation

securely. They are our drivers,
custodians, technicians, and
more,” he said. “For too long,
they have served without the
guarantee of a pension, a basic
right that was unjustly taken
from them.”

Dr. Drew explained that in
2021, the formula for
calculating gratuity for GAE
workers was altered, reducing
their gratuity by two-thirds.

Prime Minister Drew said
this uncaring act was not just a
financial cut, but rather a blow
to the dignity and recognition of
this important classification of
workers.

“Today, we rectify this
travesty. We restore the dignity
of our GAEs and honour their
hard work and dedication to our
nation. The St. Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party has always stood
for supporting and empowering
the working class, and today,
we reaffirm this commitment,”
he said. “Our Government
Auxiliary Employees, formerly
known as non-established
workers, now have a
streamlined and coordinated
framework for their
appointment, terms and
conditions of employment,
discipline, and dismissal. Most
importantly, we have
established the Government
Auxiliary Employees’
Commission to extend pension
coverage to these employees,

(cont’d on next page)
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Eastern Caribbean
Central Bank (ECCB)

Advises Public on
Credit Reporting

Requirements of Credit
Information Providers

(CIPs)
ECCB Media Release

23 July 2024, Basseterre, Saint Christopher (St Kitts)
and Nevis - The ECCB wishes to inform the public that in
accordance with the Credit Reporting Act, all entities classified
as Credit Information Providers (CIPs), such as banks, financial
institutions, money services businesses, credit unions, insurance
companies, and micro-finance institutions, and any other entities
designated by the ECCB, are required to share information
with a licensed credit bureau.

EveryData ECCU Ltd was licensed by the ECCB to operate
in Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, the Commonwealth of
Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, Saint Christopher (St. Kitts)
and Nevis, Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.
EveryData ECCU Ltd. is scheduled to go live with its credit
reporting operations in September 2024.

Accordingly, each CIP is required to share credit
information on all borrowers with the licensed credit bureau,
provided that the CIP notifies borrowers via posting a notice
at the CIP’s business location, website, or through other
appropriate methods.

The credit bureau will improve the assessment and pricing
of credit risk and help expand credit in the ECCU. For more
information, persons can check out the frequently asked
questions here.

ensuring their future security,” Prime Minister Drew added.
To further underscore the significance of the exercise and the importance of worker protection,

the cheques to the retired GAEs in attendance at Thursday’s ceremony were symbolically presented
by Cabinet Ministers including Prime Minister Dr. Drew; Senior Minister, the Right Honourable Dr.
Denzil Douglas; the Honourable Konris Maynard, and the Honourable Marsha Henderson.

The pension payments to the retired GAEs are retroactive to January, 2024. Following the initial
payouts, the GAEs will now receive monthly pension payments for the rest of their lives.

Prime Minister Hon. Dr. Terrance Drew presents pension cheque to retired GAE

Long-Awaited Pension Payments
To Government Auxiliary

Employees (GAEs) Commences
(cont’d from last page)

JOIN THE ST. KITTS-NEVIS
TRADES & LABOUR UNION

+ TODAY +
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Execution of Search
Warrant Results in
Seizure of Firearm,
Ammunition, and
Arrest of one Person

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts July 24, 2024 - The Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis Police Force (RSCNPF) and the St. Kitts-
Nevis Defense Force successfully executed a search warrant on
the premises of Mr. Bejay Tuckett, located in Stapleton, on July
22, 2024, resulting in the discovery of an unlicensed firearm, and
several rounds of ammunition.

During the search, officers uncovered a bag containing one
(1) firearm, along with a magazine and twenty-five (25) matching
rounds of ammunition. Additionally, the bag also contained clothing,
including a face mask, gloves, a hoodie, and pants, which are
suspected to have been used in the commission of a crime.

On July 24, 2024, Mr. Tuckett was formally arrested and
charged with possession of an unlicensed firearm and possession
of ammunition.

The RSCNPF remains committed to ensuring the safety and
security of our community by actively pursuing and apprehending
individuals involved in illegal activities.

Commissioner of Police Mr. James Sutton stated, “This
operation underscores our unwavering dedication to maintaining
law and order. The removal of these dangerous items from our
streets is a testament to the hard work and vigilance of our officers.
We continue to urge the public to report any suspicious activities
to help us create a safer environment for all.”

The RSCNPF will continue to investigate this matter thoroughly.
We appreciate the cooperation of the community and will provide
further updates as necessary.

PERSON OF INTEREST
The Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police Force is seeking

the assistance of the public in locating
Kyrhon Phillip, who is a person of interest in relation to an

ongoing murder investigation.
Details:

- Name: Kyrhon Phillip
- Gender: Male
- Age: 29 years
- Height: 6’ 5”•
- Hair Color: Black
- Eye Color: Black
- Last Known Address: John England Project, St.

Peters
The police believe he may have information that

could assist in the investigation. We urge Mr.
Phillip to come forward and speak with us at the

earliest opportunity.
If you have any information regarding the

whereabouts of Kyhron Phillip, please contact the
Violent Crime Unit at 869-662-3468, the crime

hotline at 707, or any Police Station, immediately July 24, 2024
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PM Drew: CCTV Will Be
Built Out Island wide
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 25th July 2024) - In an address to the nation on
Wednesday 24th July 2024, Prime Minister and Minister of National Security  Dr.Terrance Drew
spoke about expanding  CCTV (Closed-circuit televisions) infrastructure island-wide in the near
future as part of the government’s  crime fighting strategies.

“I pledged [in my last address] that there would be expansion of the CCTV infrastructure island-
wide and other evidence-gathering capabilities. We continue to build out our CCTV infrastructure,
which has been one of the most impactful tools in acquiring evidence used in investigation and
charging those accused of crimes. In short order, the entire island will be covered with CCTV.”

He touched on the seriousness of gang violence as he recounted the tragic loss of life due to
crime within the past months.

“Thus far in 2024, we have lost 19 souls, all our friends, family members, and neighbors to
violence,” he expressed. “In the past five days alone, we lost three of our citizens to gun violence.
On behalf of the government, the people of this federation, and my family, I express our deepest
condolences to the loved ones of the victims as you grieve.”

 The Prime Minister urged the nation to recognize the severity of the issue, stating, “Every
homicide is one too many. Remember, every life is precious. We cannot become numb to any violent
crime.”

 He reiterated the administration’s commitment to justice for the victims and their families.
“Rest assured that this administration will do everything it can to bring justice for your families.”
PM Drew called for a shift in societal response to crime, indicating that there is a growing gang

problem that must be addressed.
“Of those 19 persons killed this year, the intelligence I have received suggests that two-thirds of

those homicides were as a result of gang violence and reprisals. I want that statistic to sink in. We
have a serious gang problem in our society.”

He pledged measures to combat this issue, including regular vehicular checks and searches,
aimed at dismantling criminal activity. “Let it be known, the National Security Council has agreed to
a drastic change in suppression activities,” he declared.

 Additionally, he reported that work is ongoing in various aspects of national security. He unveiled
updates on the administration’s commitment to bolster national security budgets, increase police
presence, and improve intelligence capabilities.

“When I took office, the annual budget for the Ministry of National Security was $65.6 million.
We increased the national security budget to $74.6 million in 2023 and $79.3 million in 2024,” he
noted.

He highlighted that such funding has facilitated the purchase of additional vehicles, procurement
of drones for surveillance, and the establishment of new police and detection units.

Drew also spoke about the government’s legislative efforts, such as the implementation of the
Firearm Amendment Act in 2024, increasing penalties for those caught with illegal firearms.

“Persons in possession of illegal firearms and ammunition can serve up to 40 years in prison and
be fined up to $500,000,” he explained.

The National Security Minister called for cooperation from the public in combating crime.
“I therefore appeal to the general public for your patience, understanding, and cooperation as we

do what is necessary to arrest the scourge of gangsterism and violent crime,” he urged.

Sanitize / Wear Your Mask

Wash Your Hands

Culturama Chairman
Applauds Golden
Stage Despite
Challenges
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Thursday 25th July 2024)-
Chairman of the Nevis Culturama
Festival Antonio ‘Abonaty’ Liburd is
in high praise of the festival’s
evolution into a “global platform”
despite various challenges over the
past five decades.

He expressed such sentiments
during the festival’s official opening ceremony-for its 50th
anniversary- held at the Cultural Village in Nevis on the night of
Thursday 25th July 2024.

“From its humble beginnings as a local event, it has become a
global platform for showcasing Nevis’ vibrant culture,” the
Chairman stated.

Additionally, he reflected on the numerous events that have
been added to the festival’s calendar over the years, contributing
to its diversity and entertainment value.

“This growth is a testament to the vibrancy and richness of
our culture which we are proud to share with the world.
Undoubtedly, Culturama has evolved over the past five decades,
and now we are on the threshold of celebrating its golden jubilee
after five decades of committed and dedicated service to the
festival,” Liburd shared.

In addressing the various challenges that the festival has faced
throughout its history, the festival Chairman highlighted: “Since its
inception in 1974, Culturama has withstood the test of time, from
financial challenges to waning interest and migration of our best
cultural practitioners, to the nationalization of the festival and
changes in governments and ministers of culture. Today, it has
become one of the most significant events on the federation’s
calendar.”

In expressing gratitude, he acknowledged the collaborative
efforts that have made the celebration of this milestone possible.
“On behalf of the Nevis Island Administration, the Culturama
Secretariat, and the Nevis Culturama Committee, I extend heartfelt
gratitude to those who have enabled us to celebrate the festival’s
golden jubilee,” he said.

He also highlighted the role of the members of the Culturama
50 Executive Committee and sponsors, past and present, in
crafting this grand celebration.

Liburd thanked the diaspora nationals present, recognizing their
invaluable support and participation in honoring Nevis’s rich cultural
heritage.

 “We are also twinning a homecoming with the golden jubilee
celebration of Culturama,” he expressed

Looking ahead, he invited everyone to fully immerse
themselves in the festival’s offerings over the next 12 days.

“Get ready to experience our rich cultural heritage and enjoy
our local cuisine, arts and crafts, and diverse entertainment.”

Words of gratitude were also extended to the framers of the
festival, the Nevis Dramatic and Cultural Society (NEDACS),
for their foresight in creating this festival. Other key contributors
of the festival were also recognised including the first chairman
and father of Culturama, the late Calvin ‘Cabo’ Howell.

 ‘Celebrating Culture, Embracing History, It’s Culturama 50’
is this year’s theme.
Front Page Image: The Chairman speaking during the
opening ceremony of the 50th anniversary celebration of
Culturama Festival in Nevis on Thursday 25th July 2024
(Screenshot via Facebook.com/NevisCulturamaFestival)
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Local Musicians Thrive At
Composers Summer Workshop

Basseterre: St. Kitts, Friday, July 26, 2024: The delegation of five nationals who participated
in the pilot of the Eastern Caribbean Composes Summer Workshop returned to the Federation
enthused and with extensive information on the composition of music in genres such as jazz, fusion,
film, and wind and brass.

The workshop, held in Antigua from Monday, July 15, to Saturday, July 20, provided participants
with valuable experiences and skills that they are eager to apply in their future musical endeavours.

Sharing thoughts on the workshop, Hanna-Marie Williams expressed, “It was such an amazing
experience. I think that I speak for all of us [student participants] when I say we enjoyed it so much.
I do think we definitely learned. The tutors were very skilled, and they were very good at teaching.
So, I think that all of us definitely walked away with something from it. The process of composing
our pieces was quite enjoyable and rewarding and I think that we will continue composing in the
future.”

Speaking on the art of music composition in the genre of fusion, Mikkall Walters stated, “Fusion
is all about mixing music and poetry to create a piece. At first, we started out playing games so
everyone could get to know everyone, and then we started composing our music. When I started, I
was just lost! The instructors, Mr. Ruben and Ellen went slowly with us, each day we advanced
more. We had to write our poetry as well. My piece was entitled Deepest Secret which spoke about
the ocean and how unpredictable it is. I then had to mix my poetry with my music.”

Expressing one thing he would always remember from his participation, Royel Pemberton shared,
“Jazz is about improvisation. In life, you have to be flexible. When you are composing jazz, you think
of a melody and then you play it, likewise, in life when something happens it will allow you to adapt
fluidly so that the impact is minimal on your life.”

Venezuelan
Technical Expert:
Electoral System is
“Fraud Proof”
By: Spokesman Newsroom

CARACAS, Venzeuela (Thursday 25th July 2024)- Ahead
of the upcoming presidential election in Venezuela on Sunday 28th
July 2024, Member of Parliament of the National Assembly JosÃ©
Villarroel of the Partido Socialista Unido de Venezuela (PSUV),
who is a IT (Information Technology) technical expert, has declared
that the system is “fraud proof”, “democratic” and “totally
transparent”.

In a session held on Thursday 26th July 2024, held at the Teatro
Principal in Caracas,  he told scores of international visitors
consisting of observers and accompanying guests (including
journalists) for the elections that the system is reliable and secure.

General Secretary of the St.Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour
Union (SKNT&LU)  Precious Mills ,who is also the editor of this
publication, is among the visitors.

As understood, voter identification cards and fingerprints of
voters are part of the electoral system also.

“Any person 18 [and over] can participate in the electoral
[voting]... no one is forced. It is a right [to vote] not an obligation.
This is the main mission that the electoral powers have,” the IT
expert stated.

He stated that 99.98% of the time, there are no issues with the
voting process.

Villarroel shared that even in the event of a power outage, the
machines are equipped with 8-hour batteries to ensure that voting
can continue seamlessly once electricity is restored.

He shared that he has been involved in the electoral system
process since 2006, noting it is considered “one of the best in the
world” and is governed by a set of strict norms.

The registration process is open to citizens as young as 16
years old, two years before they are eligible to vote.

Villarroel highlighted the various measures in place to ensure
transparency, including the use of a website for voter registration
and information dissemination.

He also emphasized the importance of efforts done in the past
through a literacy programme by way of reaching out to rural and
indigenous communities to ensure that every eligible voter has the
opportunity to participate in the democratic process.

As gathered, the process includes various activities such as
candidate registration, technical audits, and post-election audits to
maintain the integrity of the electoral process.

The presenter expressed that the system has a high level of
accuracy in matching voters with their ballots.

 In response to a question about ballot spoilage, Villarroel
explained that the voting machines display images of the candidates
on the screen and prompt the voter to confirm their selection before
casting their ballot. This, he said, helps to ensure that the voter’s
intention is accurately recorded. Overall, the official stressed that
the electoral system in Venezuela is based on total transparency
and national service, in accordance with the country’s Constitution.

During his presentation, he outlined that with these measures

 - LOCAL NEWS -

in place, voters can have
confidence in the validity of the
electoral process.

Front Page Image:

Member of Parliament of the National Assembly Jose
Villarroel of the Partido Socialista Unido de Venezuela
(PSUV), who is a IT (Information Technology) technical
expert,  seen during his presentation (Spokesman Snap)
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American TV producer
Candi Carter named
Honorary Ambassador to
the island of Nevis

US television talk show producer Candi Carter to serve
as Honorary Ambassador of Diversity to the island of
Nevis

Premier of Nevis the Honourable Mark Brantley and Mrs. Candi Carter (c) with their
spouses in New York in 2023

Bahamas. Very few of the other Caribbean islands
get much business from this important demographic
and so we set about doing some new things to make
Nevis known within that community. And I want to
publicly thank Candi and her husband and the entire
team.

“They have been partners working for free because
they fell in love with Nevis and they are prepared to
partner with us. As a consequence, we have had quite
a number of individuals who have come to Nevis
directly as a result of their engagement with Mrs.
Carter. And so we’re pleased to name her to this
honorific position as our Diversity Ambassador.”

Candi Carter has worked as a producer on popular
shows such as The View, The Oprah Winfrey Show,
The Tamron Hall Show, Just Keke, and Ice and Coco.

NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS (July 25,
2024)- American broadcast executive and television
talk show producer Candi Carter will soon add
Honorary Ambassador to her accolades when she is
officially appointed the title by the government of the
island of Nevis.

Premier of Nevis and Minister of Tourism in the
Nevis Island Administration (NIA) the Honourable
Mark Brantley made the disclosure at a press

conference on Tuesday,
July 23.

“I want to announce
that Mrs. Candi Carter, a
multiple Emmy Award-
winning producer from
the United States, an
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n
woman, she will shortly
be named as an
ambassador to Nevis with
a duty to build awareness
amongst people of
diversity, including, but not
limited at the race,
ethnicity, gender, sexual
orientation, age, and
religion by using her
network and influence to
increase travel to Nevis.”

As Nevis’ Diversity
Ambassador Mrs. Carter
will leverage her network
as a prominent
personality in the
entertainment sector to
seek out and share

opportunities for the
island’s tourism officials
to meet and interact with
influential people of
diversity.

“We had for a very
long time been seeking to
get more of the African-
American market to
holiday here. When we
look at the demographics,
this is a multi-billion dollar
travel segment each year,
but they go to Jamaica,
they go to the Turks and
Caicos, they go to the
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Charles A. Halbert Library
Camp Hosts Open Day

Basseterre, St.
Kitts, Tuesday, July
23, 2024: The Charles.
A Halbert Library Camp
hosted an Open Day on
Friday, July 19, under the
theme ‘Creativity is
Locked in Our Minds;
Let’s express it with our
hands’. The Open Day
featured an array of
exhibitions showcasing
the campers’
achievements, from art
and craft projects to
several local businesses
that collaborated with the
camp to provide
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,
highlighting the
importance of community
involvement in youth
education.

Ms. Petrine Clarke,
Librarian at the Charles
A. Halbert Library and
Camp Coordinator,
expressed

“The purpose of our
camp is to educate. For
the week thus far, our

children visited many industries, one being Agriculture.
The children were taught processes of how agriculture
is used to enhance businesses. Today, we have an open
day. We have on site Wax Memories. Our children
participated in making candles. We have on site an
agro-processor who showed the children how it is to
dry the fruits and how healthy it is to have these. We
have also Unlimited Manufacturing who showed tires
that we use on cars, and how we can use them to
make furniture. These are things we wanted the
children to be a part of. We have achieved it. Our
children saw how things can be used to enhance
businesses.”

She further expressed her gratitude to several key
stakeholders.

“We express thanks to our parents, our volunteers,
and our ministries who assisted in assisting the children
with visits. We extend thanks to everyone, and we
look forward to a better camp next year,” said Ms.
Clarke, camp coordinator.
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BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS, July 22, 2024 (MMS-SKN) — Action on
Sunday July 21, at the National Bank Group of Companies Technical Centre, St.
Peter’s, brought an end to the St. Kitts and Nevis Football Association’s (SKNFA)
Premier League regular season with teams from Constituency Number Eight taking
the first two spots.

Others congratulated by the Prime Minister were the club’s sponsor, the
Development Bank of St. Kitts and Nevis, the whole of St. Peter’s Community,
their well-wishers, and their friends.

“Let us all wish them well,: said an elated Prime Minister and Area Parliamentary
Representative. “I also want to say, of course, Cayon has performed tremendously
well. They placed second in the league, and again let us also congratulate the
Cayon team, the players, the executive, the community, and all those who are
involved and of course their sponsor as well.”

Prime Minister Drew also congratulated Conaree FC, the third team from his
Constituency, affirming that with the spirit they have displayed, they will continue
to be in the Premier League. He noted that it is an excellent team that has not
gotten into the final four this year, “but we can never, ever, take our eyes off of
Conaree - they will be back stronger next year.”

The two top teams were all along neck-to-neck from the 18 games each played,
as St. Peter’s FC won ten, drew five, and lost three to earn 35 points, while Cayon
Rockets FC won nine games, drew seven, and lost two to earn 34 points.

In the third position is Old Road United Jets FC with 32 points from eight wins,
eight draws, and two loses; and in the fourth position is St. Paul’s United FC with
31 points from nine wins, four draws, and five loses.

Other teams in order are Village Superstars FC (30 points), Conaree FC (23
points), Bath United FC out of Nevis (23 points), Newtown United FC (23), Garden
Hotspurs FC (16), and Trafalgar South Stars FC who lost in all their 18 outings
conceding 74 goals in all.

“I want to congratulate all of them, and to say that this is a men’s league
predominantly, and to say that men are doing positive things in St. Kitts and Nevis,”
said Prime Minister Drew, who is also the Federal Minister of National Security.
“Let this be a message to all other men to leave negativity behind, to leave violence
behind, to leave crime behind, and engage in positive activities such as football.â€€

In conclusion, the Hon Prime Minister said: “I finally say congratulations to all
and I look forward to an exciting final four.”

Information from the St. Kitts and Nevis Football Association (SKNFA) has it
that in the playoffs that are to start on Sunday July 28, St. Peterâ€™s FC will face
Old Road United Jets FC, while Cayon Rockets FC will face off with St. Paulâ€™s
United FC. Playoffs will continue on Wednesday July 31, and on Saturday August
3. Best of three finals will be played on August 9 and 13, and if necessary on
August 16.

Football engages men positively, says PM Drew as
he congratulates St. Peter’s FC and Cayon FC

Member of Parliament for C8, PM the Hon Terrance Drew, addressing members of the
C8 Labour Branch, where he pleaded with the participants to go and watch football
matches after the meeting. On his left is Executive Branch Chairperson Ms Avonelle
Martin.

Among the ten teams taking part, Development Bank of St. Kitts and Nevis St.
Peters Football Club finished at the top with 35 points, and was closely followed by
Azul Cayon Rockets with 34 points. Among the first to congratulate the two teams
was Area Parliamentary Representative, Prime Minister the Hon Terrance Drew.

The significance of the games was underscored when an Executive Branch
meeting of Labour Constituency Eight that had earlier been scheduled for 5:00
p.m. on same day at the St. Peter’s Anglican Church Hall had its time, through a
Facebook post at 4:57 a.m., brought forward to 3:00 p.m.

The meeting was held under the theme ‘Keeping Connected’, and the reason
given for the abrupt change of time came with a special note advising of SKNFA
Premier League matches and “all are encouraged to go out and support our
community teams at 5:00 p.m.”

According to both Prime Minister Drew, and C8 Executive Branch Chairperson
Ms Avonelle Martin, three of their community teams were playing. Two of the
teams, Development Bank St. Peters FC and SOL IAS Conaree FC were meeting
in the first match at 5:00 p.m. and Azul Cayon Rockets FC was playing against
SLH St. Paul’s United FC in the second match at 7:30 p.m. both at the National
Bank Group of Companies Technical Centre, St. Peter’s.

The St. Peter’s community had every reason to celebrate as their team used
their home advantage to the maximum, to beat their sister team from Conaree 4-1.
Residents of Cayon had every reason to celebrate as their team thrashed St. Paul’s
United FC 5-2.

“I take this opportunity to congratulate all the teams that are playing in the
SKNFA leagues, whether it is the Premier League or the First Class League,” said
Prime Minister Drew on Monday July 22. “However, I want to especially
congratulate the teams from Constituency Number Eight, namely St. Peter’s FC,
Cayon Rockets FC and the Conaree FC.”

The Honourable Prime Minister noted that the three teams performed very
well and he gave tremendous amount of credit to the St. Peter”s FC for winning
the league, and congratulated all the players, coaches, and the executive leadership.

A photo collage showing results of SKNFA Premier League matches played on Sunday
July 21 at the National Bank Group of Companies Technical Centre, St. Peter’s.
Pictures courtesy SKNFA Facebook page.

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR
THE CCRAF 2024 EDITION
WEBINAR SERIES_PART 2/3
(MOA, Basseterre, St. Kitts, July 24th, 2024):

Attention Farmers!
The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) is extending

an invitation to all persons for part 2/3 of the Caribbean Climate Responsive
Agriculture Forum (CCRAF) 2024 Edition Webinar Series slated for Wednesday
August 21st, 2024 from 08:00 am Belize // 09:00 am Jamaica // 10:00 am AST
// 11:00 am Suriname.

Topic of discussion is, “Nature-based Solutions (NbS) for Soil & Water
Management.”

All are urged to take advantage of this opportunity.

Visit the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Marine Resources St. Kitts
social media pages to register.
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Race to contain
‘enormous’ oil
spill after ship
sinks off
Philippines
Annabelle Liang and Flora Drury
BBC News

Tanker carrying 1,500 tonnes of oil
sinks off Philippines

The Philippines is in a race against time to contain an oil spill

after a tanker carrying close to 1.5 million litres (400,000 gallons)
of industrial fuel capsized and sank off the country’s coast, officials
say.

There are fears the “enormous” spill - which is already
stretching out over several kilometres - could reach the shore of
the capital, Manila, coast guard spokesman Rear Admiral Armando
Balilo told reporters.

The ship was one of two which sank in the region on Thursday,
with the second going down just off Taiwan’s south-western coast.

Both Taiwan and the Philippines are seeing large amounts of
rain as Typhoon Gaemi moves through the area, causing
widespread flooding.

The typhoon made landfall in mainland China on Thursday
evening local time, with authorities declaring the highest tier disaster
warning.

It first struck Taiwan on Wednesday evening, killing three as it
made its way across the island.

Four counties and cities in Taiwan saw more than a thousand
millimetres of rainfall during a 14-hour period ending Thursday
afternoon.

The Philippines avoided a direct hit by Gaemi, but the storm

intensified seasonal monsoon
rains, triggering widespread
flooding across large swathes
of Metro Manila and its
suburbs.

Despite the heavy rains, the
MT Terra Nova, which sails
under the Philippines’ flag, had
not broken any regulations
around travelling in heavy
weather, according to Rear
Admiral Balilo.

The tanker was heading for
the central Philippine city of
Iloilo when it sank, with 17 crew
members on board.

One died, but 16 were
successfully rescued, officials
said. Authorities are
investigating whether bad
weather was a factor.

The coast guard is now
“racing against time” to contain
the spill, which could - if all of
the oil leaks - become the
biggest in the country’s history.

High winds and rough seas
were hampering their attempts,
however.

Even if they managed to
avoid a catastrophe of that
magnitude, Rear Admiral Balilo
said it would “definitely affect
the marine environment”.

Pando Hicap, chairman of
local fishing group Pamalakaya,
said the spill was “alarming”
because fishermen’s livelihoods
were “dependent on the
waters”.

“They don’t have any
alternative,” he told news
agency AFP.

Meanwhile, to the north in
Taiwan, all nine sailors were
initially reported missing after
their Tanzania-flagged cargo
ship Fu Shun went down.

The Myanmar nationals
were forced to abandon the
sinking ship, Hsiao Huan-
chang, head of the fire agency,
told AFP.

“They fell into the sea and
were floating there,” he said.

The first attempts to reach
the crew, who were wearing
lifejackets, were hampered by
the low visibility and high winds,
but by the end of Thursday
three had been reported
rescued.

EPA-EFE A Philippine
Coast Guard handout photo
shows the coastguard
searching for a capsized
tankerEPA-EFE

A Philippine Coast Guard
handout photo shows the
coastguard searching for a
capsized tanker

The typhoon was originally
expected to hit further north, but

(cont’d on next page)
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Life satisfaction among new
residents over 90 percent

Publication Date: July 22, 2024 | twitter share iconA- A+

The Interior Minister Liu Shyh-fang (second left) details findings of
the latest new resident survey released July 19 by the Ministry of the
Interior in Taipei City. (Courtesy of MOI)

household income and the
access to care services are all
improving for new residents,
indicating that the public and
private support measures are
paying dividends. The
government will continue to
formulate comprehensive
policies in line with the bill
approved by the Executive
Yuan last month to promote the
rights of new residents, she
added.

In addition, the MOI’s
National Immigration Agency
held a multicultural workshop
on the same day that
encouraged new residents’
children to explore opportunities
to combine their cultures and
social innovation. (YCH-E)

64 years old. A total of 60.5
percent of all new residents
work in the service industry,
with an overall labor force
participation rate reaching 75
percent, the MOI said, adding
that the average monthly
household income among the
group has increased by 18.2
percent, up NT$9,576
(US$292) from five years ago.

The MOI further reports
that 75.9 percent of new
residents have lived in Taiwan

for more than 10 years, and the
number of new residents who
have taken part in literacy
courses and other similar care
services has increased from
54.2 percent in 2018 to 62.9
percent in the latest survey.
Nearly one-third have also
participated in social and public
welfare activities over the past
year, demonstrating their
successful integration into
Taiwan’s society, the ministry
said.

During a news conference
announcing the results of the
survey, which is conducted
every five years, MOI Minister
Liu Shyh-fang said that the
National Health Insurance
program enrollment rate,

Just over 92 percent of new
residents in Taiwan report that
they have a happy life, with job
satisfaction hitting 94.8 percent,
according to the results of a
survey released July 19 by the
Ministry of the Interior.

The MOI reports that 45.6
percent of Taiwan’s new
residents are between 45 and

the mountains of northern
Taiwan steered it slightly south
towards the city of Hualien.

The typhoon is expected to
weaken as it tracks over the
mountainous terrain of Taiwan
before re-emerging in the
Taiwan Strait towards China.

A second landfall is
expected in the Fujian province
in southeastern China later on
Thursday. Several rail
operators in China have also
suspended operations.

Race to
contain
‘enormous’
oil spill
after ship
sinks off
Philippines
(cont’d from last page)
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NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (July 23, 2024)-
Minister of Culture in the Nevis
Island Administration (NIA)
Deputy Premier the
Honourable Eric Evelyn has
extended congratulations to the
artistes who secured spots in
the finals for the TDC Senior
Kaiso Competition and the St.
Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla National
Bank Groovy and Power Soca
Monarch Competition for
Culturama 50.

“This past weekend was
action-packed. We had the
Soca and Senior Kaiso Semi-
finals and both competitions
were quite good and they were
very competitive.

“I want to take the
opportunity as Minister of
Culture to congratulate all of
the finalists. We have some
quality songs and quality music
so I want to assure all that the
competition for both of these
shows is going to be fierce,” he
said.

King Astro, who lead the
pack coming out of
Eliminations, was once again
out front at the Semi-finals on
Sunday, July 21, with 476
points, followed by Empress
Lyric with 469 points; King Dis
and Dat, 464 points; Nutsy, 463
points; Invincible, 450 points;
Murray, 439 points; Sookie, 438
points; Lady Destiny, 435
points; and Daddy Fresh Cold
with 432 points. Lady Smooth
will serve as the alternate.

They will come up against
reigning Kaiso Monarch King
Hollywood on Friday, August
02, at the Nevis Cultural
Complex.

Challenging reigning Groovy
Monarch Delly Ranks will be
Empress, Speedy, Eazi, Rocco
Dan, Pakiss, Daddy Tustee, and
Ras Browne, with Klymate as
the alternate.

The finalists in the Power
category are Big Six, Ras
Browne and Rocco Dan,
Klymate, Empress, T-bone,
Jeezy Sparta, Invincible, and
Ras Kelly. They will compete
against reigning Power Soca
Monarch Daddy Tustee.

The National Bank Groovy
and Power Competition is
slated for Thursday, August 01,
at the Nevis Cultural Village.

With three days to go until

Minister of Culture congratulates
finalists for C50 Soca and Senior
Kaiso Monarch Competitions

the grand opening of
Culturama 50 and
H o m e c o m i n g
celebration the Minister
of Culture is extending
an invitation all of St.
Kitts and Nevis, as well
as those in the Diaspora,
to join in what promises
to be an unforgettable
celebration.

Nevis will be
celebrating its 50th
anniversary of the
Culturama Festival from
July 25 to August 06,
2024 under the theme
“Celebrating Culture,
Embracing History, It’s
Culturama 50".

King Astro leads the pack heading into the Culturama 50
TDC Senior Kaiso Competition Finals for Culturama 50

Empress tops the list of finalists heading into the
Groovy SKNAB Soca Monarch Competition

Big Six tops the list of finalists heading into the
Power SKNAB Soca Monarch Competition
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Basseterre, St. Kitts - Staff
from across the St. Kitts Nevis
Anguilla Trading and
Development Company
Limited (TDC), will once again
come together to applaud
employee excellence at the
2024 Black-tie Staff Awards
Gala.

A Night of Recognition
and Entertainment

This prestigious event
serves to recognize the
dedication, commitment, and
achievements of the diverse
staff across the Company. It
promises to be an unforgettable
evening filled with exquisite
cuisine, an impactful
motivational presentation by
Ms. Sybil Welsh, a Senior
Project Specialist, at the
Eastern Caribbean Central
Bank (ECCB), cultural and live
entertainment, all in an elegant
setting, fostering the spirit of
camaraderie, and togetherness.

Continuing the tradition set

TDC to celebrate Employee
Excellence at 2nd Annual Gala

well. The Awards Committee, along with Human Resources
Department are working together to truly acknowledge the
outstanding efforts and hard work of all our valued staff.”

The St. Kitts Marriott Resort in Frigate Bay will play host to
the event, under the theme, Honouring the Legacy, Building
Resiliency, 51 Years - We are TDC, and will be held on Saturday
27th July 2024.
Photo - A Throwback to the 2023 TDC Staff Awards and Gala Event
with Reverend Renecia Huggins (former TDC Warren C Tyson
Memorial Scholar) delivering the Feature Address

in 2023, at the 50th Anniversary Gala, the Sales and Service
Excellence Awards will be presented in honour of former
employees. The 2024 honourees are Mr. Sydney George Powell,
former Assistant Manager, TDC Home and Building Depot (Nevis)
and Mr. Howard McEachrane, Former Executive Director, who
served with distinction and made their own unique contributions
to the development of the company.

The heartwarming awards will be given to the deserving
employees in the following categories:

o Long Service Awards
o Impact Awards

- Rising Star
- Above and Beyond the Call of Duty
- Making A Difference In The Community
- Punctuality and Attendance

o The Sydney George Powell Sales Excellence Award
o The Howard McEachrane Service Excellence Award
o The Jacques A Cramer Employee of the Year Award

A Tradition of Appreciation
According to Mr. Ernie France, Chairman of the Awards

Committee, “Our annual Staff Excellence Awards Gala will allow
the company to show our gratitude to our employees and celebrate
them and the role they have played in the last financial year
towards TDC’s success. We also have new additions to make
the event even all all-encompassing, with the Department of the
Year Award. The St. Kitts Masonry Products Limited (SKMP)
staff will also join in our celebrations and will be recognized, as



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, JULY 26TH 202418  -  SPORTS -

Morocco beat Argentina
in game marred by crowd
trouble
Michael Emons
BBC Sport journalist

Crowd trouble forced the first football match of the Olympics to be suspended
for nearly two hours amid chaotic and worrying scenes, with the game eventually
completed in an empty stadium.

Morocco had been 2-0 ahead against Argentina, but Cristian Medina appeared
to have equalised in the 16th of what had been 15 scheduled minutes of injury time
at the end of the second half.

After the resulting crowd trouble, play finally resumed after a lengthy delay
with no fans present, and with VAR having ruled out Argentina’s equaliser, Morocco
secured a controversial 2-1 victory.

Bottles thrown at Argentina players
IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
A number of bottles and cups were thrown at the celebrating players after Argentina’s
second goal, which was later disallowed

Match suspended message to fans on scoreboard at stadium
IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
Fans had to leave the stadium after the crowd trouble

Here’s how the chaos and confusion unfolded...
- Immediately after Medina looked to have made it 2-2, a number of cups and
bottles were then thrown at the celebrating Argentina side before what appeared
to be a flare landed near the players and coaching staff.

- A number of fans in Morocco colours also ran on to the pitch, with some being
escorted off the pitch by stewards.

- Riot police moved to the side of the pitch and the referee immediately took the
players off the pitch.

- The fans inside the stadium in Saint Etienne were told to leave the ground and
a message on a big screen said: “Your session has been suspended please
make your way to the nearest exit.”

- It was unclear whether the match had been classed as finished, but it was
then revealed the final three minutes would be played in an empty stadium with

no fans present.

-  Before the match could be played to a finish, it was announced that Argentina’s
potential equaliser had actually been ruled out by a video assistant referee decision
that showed a player was offside before Medina scored.

Glenn Nyberg makes a VAR gesture
IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
Referee Glenn Nyberg gestures after VAR disallowed Argentina’s second goal

- The players had gone off the pitch at 16:05 BST, and they then came back to
warm up at 17:45 before the match could resume at 18:00.

- Immediately the referee checked to see if the ‘equaliser’ should stand via a
pitchside monitor and, as expected, the ‘goal’ was disallowed.

- Play resumed just after 18:00 for the last three minutes, and with neither side
scoring further, Morocco won the match 2-1.

Both Morocco goals were scored by Soufiane Rahimi, one just before half-time
and then a penalty early in the second half as they looked to begin their 2024 gold-
medal bid with a win.

Argentina pulled a goal back through Giuliano Simeone, the son of Atletico
Madrid manager and former Argentina midfielder Diego Simeone.

But, after all the drama, it was Morocco who took the three points.
Argentina won the men’s Olympic football tournament in 2004 and 2008 and

ex-Liverpool midfielder Javier Mascherano, who was a part of the winning squad
for the second of those successes, is managing the team in 2024.

Mascherano’s side will now need to get positive results against Iraq on Saturday
and Ukraine on Tuesday to have a chance of finishing in the top two in the group
and advancing to the quarter-finals.

Uefa sanctions seven nations
for racist chants

Euro 2024 trophy
IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
In total Uefa identified 17 games as being affected by
racist chants

Simon Stone
Chief football news reporter
Published  BBC SPORTS

European governing body Uefa has sanctioned
seven of the 24 competing countries at Euro 2024
because of racist or discriminatory behaviour by
their fans.

The Serbian, Croatian, Romanian, Slovenian,
Austrian, Hungarian and Albanian Football
Associationss have all been sanctioned.

The punishments range from a 50,000 euros

(£41,970) fine and a ban
from selling tickets to its
next Uefa away match (a
Nations League game in
Portugal on 5 September)
for Croatia, to a 20,000
euros (£16,790) fine and a
ban on selling tickets to its
next Uefa away match -
suspended for two years -
for Austria.

In total, 17 games were
identified as being affected,
including three involving
Slovenia, Romania, Croatia
and Serbia.

The move comes a day
after Uefa charged Spain
players Rodri and Alvaro
Morata for violating “basic
rules of conduct” in the
aftermath of their final
victory over England when
they sang offensive songs
about Gibraltar, whose FA
lodged a formal complaint.
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