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The Harsh
Reality of Crime

and Violence
The recent sentencing of a 29-year-old young man to 45 and a

half years in prison has sent shockwaves throughout St. Kitts and
Nevis. This case, particularly notable for the severe penalty of
the most years of 34 and half years handed down for murder, has
left many in a state of surprise.

The gravity of his crimes serves as a stark reminder of the
age-old adage that “Crime does not pay.”

As the community continues to comment on the consequences
of the young man’s actions and the judicial punishment, many
people are left to ponder whether this case will deter others from
embarking on a path of crime and violence.

The lengthy sentence, while a testament to the judicial system’s
commitment to justice, also highlights a deeper societal issue. How
did a young man with his whole life ahead of him end up in such a
situation?

The spiritual aspect of this issue cannot be overlooked. As a
nation rooted in Christian values, we must consider what our faith
teaches us about life and human dignity. The judicial system serves
its purpose on Earth, but the moral and spiritual ramifications of
such violent behavior are profound. It begs the question: what
does God think about such actions? As a community, we should
strive to please God and be upstanding citizens, embodying the
principles of love, peace, and respect for life.

Quite interestingly, there is talk that the young man, during his
imprisonment period, had a spiritual self-check in professing that
he has given his life to a Christ.

Reaction to his sentencing has been mixed. While there is relief
that justice has been served, there is also a pervasive sense of
sorrow for the young man whose life has been thrown away behind

bars. This duality reflects the complex nature
of crime and punishment. It is not enough to
merely applaud the enforcement of the law;
we must also reflect on how to prevent such
tragedies in the future.

To move forward, we must focus on
creating a society that prioritizes peace and
love over violence and revenge. This involves
investing in education, providing economic
opportunities, and fostering environments
where young people can thrive. It also means
strengthening our collective bonds-embracing
‘It takes a village to raise a child’ values- and
ensuring that everyone, especially the youth,
feels valued and supported.

In general, the factors which affect young
people vary whether social, economic or the
ever-present influence of peer pressure.

These elements, combined with a lack of guidance
and opportunities, can steer individuals down the
wrong path. It is a grim reality that needs to be
addressed holistically.

We must also address the root causes of crime.
This requires a concerted effort from all sectors of
society-government, religious institutions, educational
systems and families. By working together, we can
create a more equitable and just society where the
temptation of crime is outweighed by the promise of
a fulfilling and lawful life.

Ultimately, the recent sentencing of this young
man serves as a wake-up call. It is a reminder that
we must all do our part to steer our youth away from
the pitfalls of crime and towards a future filled with
promise and potential. Only then can we hope to
break the cycle of violence and build a community
grounded in peace and love.
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Astaphan Predicts
Future Captaincy
Of Mikyle Louis
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Thursday 18th July 2024)-
Well-known social and political commentator Dwyer Astaphan
has lauded Kittitian cricketer 23-year-old Mikyle Louis, expressing
his belief that he has the potential to become the West Indies
team captain within the next five years.

Astaphan’s praise and prediction were shared in his latest
opinion piece on Wednesday 17th July 2024, having applauded
the young athlete’s recent test match debut at Lords.

Pointing to Louis’ scoring of 27 runs, which was top score in
the first innings and 14 in the second, he remarked: “I was
impressed with his technique and composure, and I’m confident
that God willing, he will grow into an excellent international batter.
I’m also impressed with him in front of the microphone. This is
obviously a sensible, articulate, well-measured and gracious young
man. A well-prepared young man, and I believe he can be the

West Indies captain in five
years’ time.”

Astaphan highlighted the
historic significance of their
selection of to Mikyle’s and his
brother 28-year-old Jeremiah
Louis.

“West Indies was awarded
test status in 1928 and St. Kitts
cricket and our people were
kept in the wilderness for 96
years before we would get our
first test. And when we got one,
we got two-the Louis brothers.
Mikyle is the first selection and
Jeremiah is the second, and
Mikyle is the first to play in a
test match. And look where he
made his debut last Wednesday,
July 10th, 2024 at Lords, the
most famous cricket venue on
the planet. He scored 27 runs,
which was top score in the first
innings and 14 in the second.”

According to him: “Praise,
appreciation and honor and

respect are due to him and Jeremiah and to their parents and the
other persons who’ve been there for them over the years, guiding
them along,” he said.

The commentator also pointed out the broader implications of
their achievements for the nation, calling for greater recognition
and support for high achievers in all walks of life.

He lamented the lack of sufficient honor and appreciation for
past and present sports heroes and other prominent figures in the
community, urging a change in how the nation commemorates
and supports its talent.

“Mikyle’s achievement has been recognized by the government
in the form of a cash grant, I’m told, a piece of land and having a
stand or a section of a stand at Warner Park named in his honor.
I don’t know what the government has in store for Jeremiah and
for others to come, because I’m told that over the next four to
five years, we can see two or three more Kittitians getting onto
the West Indies team. This achievement by the Louis brothers
with their strong family support structure provides a classic
example.

He continued: “First, of the importance of responsible and
purposeful parenting and guardianship in the molding and
development of our young people. Second, of the benefits that
flow not only to the children of the family, but also to the entire
nation. And third, of the need for decision makers and for ourselves,
the people, to do all that we can to encourage and facilitate positives
in our children and strong and purposeful family and other social
structures in our society.

He went on to emphasize the need for a holistic approach to
nurturing and honoring talent.

“This is the foundation for the development of a nation, the
cornerstone of the sustainable island state that we claim that we
want in St. Kitts and Nevis. And as we reflect on the success of
the Louis family, as we reflect on the feast that they have provided
for us, after 96 years of undeserved famine, and as we reflect on
the honor and the joy that they have brought to us all, I also wonder
how many other talented young people may have missed out on
high achievement over the years because they were not brought
up in a sufficiently supportive and molding home and broader
community.”

Front Page Photo: Kittitian cricketer 23-year-old
Mikyle Louis of the West Indies team (credit:
espncricinfo.com)

Well-known social and political commentator Dwyer Astaphan
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Zack’s Traditional Musical Workshop Now Open to All Ages
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Wednesday 17th July 2024)-Under
the theme ‘Music is Essential’, the upcoming 18th edition of the
Traditional Musical Instrument Workshop, coordinated by well-
known local Cultural Preservationist Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett, this
time around will cater to adults and not only children in offering
an opportunity for participants of all generations to come together
and learn.

During a recent interview with this media house, he highlighted
the reasoning behind such.

“This year, instead of having the five to twelve-year-olds as
usual, we have gone from five years to above because there are
many persons who are into music, they have their own instruments
at home but can’t get anybody to train them.”

The summer workshop will run for four weeks from Monday
22nd July to Saturday 24th August 2024 at Zack’s Historical-
Cultural Library and Museum located at Buckley’s Estate in
Basseterre.

Daily sessions are expected to run from 9 AM to 3 PM, finishing
with a graduation ceremony on Saturday 23rd August.

Participants will receive lessons on a range of traditional
instruments, including the fife, banjo, baho, quatro and guitar. In
addition to music, the workshop will feature classes on clown suit
making, fife making, arts and crafts, and reading comprehension
in providing a holistic educational experience.

Nisbett emphasized the practical benefits of the workshop,
noting, “I want them to master the art of that because the string
band is important, and they can make their own money. Those
who are not that academically inclined have something they could
bank on, and you make good money, especially when the tourists
come.”

“We are a strong, thriving tourism industry, like what we have
here in St. Kitts-Nevis. We need to have that authentic type music
for the visitors and to back up some of the sports. The big drum,
the kettle drum; all that are going into teaching about the kettle
drum and the bass drum,” he added.

In addition to musical training, participants will gain knowledge
about the cultural aspects of St. Kitts and Nevis.

“Apart from learning how to play musical instruments, students
will gain invaluable knowledge about the cultural aspects of St.
Kitts and Nevis. This is not just about music; it’s about preserving
our heritage and fostering a sense of identity and pride among the
youth. It is important that we preserve our cultural heritage, and
music is a unique custom. It enhances your versatility in terms of
the various instruments and the sound, and it gives you a chance
to meditate and concentrate; it depends on the type of music.
Music is essential for real.”

Nisbett also emphasized the importance of discipline in learning
music.

“Discipline is essential in music because there are some people
who want to come and leave and go and come when they feel
like and have distractions, and so you cannot learn that way. That
is why we’re trying to incorporate the big people so the band
itself, the string band for me, will have both young and old inside
the workshop. We could formulate a proper band to play for any
function, any occasion.”

He highlighted the inclusion of the bajo instrument this year.
“The bajo is important. The bajo keeps the background, the

bass and the marimba. We’ll be teaching them how to play the
marimba as well. That is like a bass guitar as well but the bajo
always looks within a band. Somebody will play the bajo because
that keeps the backbone when you don’t have a guitar.”

He has expressed gratitude for the unwavering support from
the business community and other contributors over the past years.

Registration for the workshop is now open, and interested
individuals including parents and guardians are encouraged to
contact Nisbett at 664-9016 for more information.
Front Page Image: Four participants of Traditional Musical
Instrument Workshop, coordinated by well-known local
Cultural Preservationist Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett pose for a
photo during a graduation ceremony in August 2018
(Spokesman Snap)

Coordinator of Traditional Musical Instrument Workshop well-known local Cultural Preservationist
Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett seen outside the Zack’s Historical-Cultural Library and Museum located at
Buckley’s Estate in Basseterre- the location for the 2024 upcoming workshop (Spokesman Snap)
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Public Shocked by 45-
Year Jail Sentence For
Man In 20s
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 18th July 2024)-This week’s sentencing of Patrick
Howell Jr., a 29-year-old from Cane Garden, Nevis, has sent shockwaves through the community
with a murder conviction of 34 and a half years accounting for the largest portion.

His sentencing comes one day shy of the three-year anniversary of his initial charges for a series
of crimes, including the murder of Travis Clarke committed on 16th July 2021.

Howell appeared before High Court Judge His Lordship Patrick Thompson Jr. in the Nevis
Circuit of the High Court on Wednesday 17th July 2024 where he was sentenced to a total of 45 and
a half years in prison for a series of crimes he was previously convicted of.

According to the police report, Patrick Howell Jr. was initially charged on July 20, 2021, for the
murder of Travis Clarke in Nevis, along with the offenses of robbery and larceny, all committed on
July 16, 2021.

Howell has now been sentenced as follows: Larceny: Two (2) years imprisonment, Robbery:
Nine (9) years imprisonment and Murder:** Thirty-four and a half (34 1/2) years imprisonment.

Reportedly, the sentences for larceny and robbery are to run concurrently with the sentence for
murder.

The Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police Force commends
the efforts of all officers involved in bringing this case to a successful
conclusion and reiterates its commitment to upholding the rule

of law and ensuring the safety and security of our citizens.

Image: Patrick Howell Jr. (Police photo)
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NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (July 17, 2024)-
Nineteen Technical, Vocational
Education and Training (TVET)
teachers on Nevis have
completed a four-week
Caribbean Vocational
Qualification (CVQ) Level 4
Assessor Training as they
pursue certification to become
CVQ assessors.

CVQ assessors, based on
the occupational standard for
which they are qualified,
conduct assessments on the
skills and competency of
persons applying for CVQs.

At a closing ceremony held
at the Malcolm Guishard
Recreational Park on July 12,
Minister of Education the
Honourable Troy Liburd said
getting persons on Nevis
trained as CVQ assessors is a
big step towards the
Federation’s pursuit of
advancing Technical,
Vocational Education and
Training (TVET) as a core
element of sustainable regional
development.

“Today at the culmination of
this training for our teachers
here on Nevis I am extremely
happy. I see we have a big
cohort of teachers here and I
know it was hard work at the
end of the school year.

“If we don’t have assessors,
if we don’t have people who
could evaluate the persons
training we can’t deliver on that
CVQ, so I’m very happy.”

Counselor Ivan Chen of the
Embassy of the Republic of
China, (Taiwan) delivered
remarks on behalf of Resident
Ambassador to St. Kitts and
Nevis, His Excellency Michael
Lin. He expressed his gratitude
to the Government of St. Kitts
and Nevis for the partnership.

“We at the Embassy are
proud to support these courses
to  he betterment of the national
vocational qualification system
in the Federation...By seeing all
the outstanding certified training
over here I would like to
congratulate all of you on your
remarkable achievement.”

Janesta Charles, one of the
facilitators, spoke to the
assessment aspect of the
training and described the
participants as enthusiastic and
willing to learn.

“Candidates commenced
assessment this week towards

their certification in CVQ Level 4. Competency-based
assessment requires a varied mix of assessment
methodologies, and so the process required that they
conduct practical demonstration of their ability to
actually do assessments.

“They also had to respond to oral
questions, and of course, the final
component would require them to complete
the development of their portfolios so this
assessment process will be completed,”
she explained.

Trainee Kurt Franklin shared his
experience about the training programme,

Nineteen Nevisians
complete Caribbean
Vocational
Qualification Level
4 Assessor Training

Technical, Vocational Education and Training teachers
on Nevis complete a four-week Caribbean Vocational
Qualification (CVQ) Level 4 Assessor Training

Minister of Education in the Nevis Island
Administration the Honourable Troy Liburd
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expressing that the diverse
training taught participants how
to use the TVET approach to
teach and assess students’
competency in the different
TVET areas.

“We’re equipped with the
tools and methods necessary to
properly prepare assessment
documents to measure
competency in our various
subject areas. The training will
prove beneficial as we resume
our day-to-day teaching of our
students. We will be more
aware of key focus points and
be better able to guide our
students to utilize best
practices.”

The participants will be
required to complete the final
component of the certification
process by submitting their
portfolios by September 2024.

Also present at the
ceremony were the Honourable
Senator Isalean Phillip, Minister
of Gender Affairs in the
Government of St. Kitts and
Nevis; Ms. Zahnela Claxton,
Permanent Secretary in the

(cont’d from last page)

Counselor Ivan Chen of the Embassy of the Republic of China,
(Taiwan) on St. Kitts and Nevis

Save
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& Labour
Union
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Janesta Charles, one of the facilitators of the Caribbean Vocational
Qualification Level 4 Assessor Training on Nevis

Nineteen Nevisians complete
Caribbean Vocational Qualification
Level 4 Assessor Training

Ministry of Education in
the NIA; and Mr.
Kertney L. Thompson,
Ph.D. Chief Executive
Officer, St. Kitts and
Nevis TVET Council

Secretariat.
The training was made possible through a collaboration between

the Ministry of Social Development and Gender Affairs in the
Nevis Island Administration (NIA) and Federal Government, and
the Embassy of the Republic of China (Taiwan) in St. Kitts and
Nevis.
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BVI To Host Haynes Smith
Miss Caribbean Talented Teen

Pageant 2024
Pageant To Rotate Hosts Each Year

Date: 16th July 2024
[British Virgin Islands] - The Haynes Smith

Youth Club is proud to announce a new era for the
esteemed Haynes Smith Miss Caribbean Talented Teen
Pageant. After 41 years of successful events hosted
in St. Kitts, the pageant will now be held in different
Caribbean countries, starting with the British Virgin
Islands for its 42nd edition on Sunday December 29th,
2024. This year marks a momentous occasion as we
host the event on the beautiful island of the British

Virgin Islands (BVI) at the Multisports Complex, Road
Town, Tortola, for the very first time.

This decision comes in response to longstanding
requests from franchise holders and participants for
greater transparency and accountability in the judging
process. Hosting the pageant across various territories
will provide fresh perspectives and ensure impartiality,
reflecting practices of international competitions such
as the Miss World and Miss Universe pageants.

The move also acknowledges that after four
decades, the pageant has outgrown its traditional
venue. December in St. Kitts is a bustling time filled
with carnival events, making it challenging to secure
service providers and manage escalating costs. The
British Virgin Islands offers an exciting new backdrop
for showcasing Caribbean talent and culture.

The BVI Franchise Holder and the Miss Teen BVI
Committee will diligently orchestrate the local logistics
for this ground-breaking event. They will also be
responsible for procuring of the state-of-the-art
production facilities, engaging experienced Service
Providers, and meticulously planning every aspect of
the Pageant, in close collaboration with the Haynes
Smith Miss Caribbean Talented Teen Pageant
Committee. Our goal is to create a seamless and

memorable experience for contestants, guests, and
stakeholders alike.

Participants are expected to arrive on Tortola (BVI)
on 26th December 2024, and will be accommodated
at the Maria’s by the Sea Hotel, Road Town, Tortola,
BVI.

The Haynes Smith Youth Club extends its sincerest
apologies for any inconvenience this change may
cause. We are committed to returning to St. Kitts in
the near future as part of our rotational policy, which
aims to celebrate the rich diversity of our region by
sharing hosting responsibilities among different
Caribbean nations.

We look forward to your continued support as we
embark on this journey to elevate the Haynes Smith
Miss Caribbean Talented Teen Pageant to new heights,
fostering unity and cultural exchange throughout our
beloved Caribbean.

The Haynes Smith Youth Club has been dedicated
to empowering young people through cultural,
educational, and leadership initiatives since 1979. The
Miss Caribbean Talented Teen Pageant is one of our
flagship events, highlighting the talents and aspirations
of young women across the Caribbean.
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Without Food
Security, countries
will not have
national security,
warns former U.S.
Ambassador to UN
Agricultural
Agencies Kip Tom

Conserve Water
Take  Shorter Showers

The Role of IICA
In another part of the interview, Tom emphasized the importance of IICA’s role

in strengthening a narrative that presents agriculture to the world not only as essential
for ensuring food security but also for the development of countries.

“IICA Director General Manuel Otero is doing a great job building alliances
with other organizations and sectors that, like IICA, are key to the future of
agriculture and to safeguarding food security,” he said.

Tom also spoke about the impact of climate change on the work and livelihoods
of farmers in Latin America and the Caribbean.

“Throughout history, our climate has always undergone variations, and farmers
have adapted to them for thousands of years. Today, climate change is advancing
at a much faster rate, but with innovation and science, we can adapt. Genetics and
new technologies provide means to remove carbon from the atmosphere. We can
use fewer resources and produce more,” he noted.

Tom also criticized some environmental regulations that are being proposed,
which could have negative consequences, especially for medium-sized producers.

“I don’t think we, from the Americas, should be telling Europe how to farm, but
neither should Europeans pretend to teach us. Local contexts must be respected,
and in each country and region, the protagonists know how to adapt to particular
conditions,” he said.

“No one cares more about the environment than farmers. They want to preserve
it for future generations. Farmers know how to innovate, reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, and increase productivity. Many soils have degraded, but today in our
continent, no-till farming, the use of cover crops, and other practices have become
widespread, allowing us to restore it. Countries like Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay
have been leaders in soil preservation.”

Tom also drew attention to the need for international cooperation to address
supply chain constraints and the need for countries on the continent to have reliable
suppliers to ensure food security for their people.

Kip Tom, U.S. agricultural producer and former Permanent Representative of his
country to the UN agencies in Rome.

Brasilia, 16 July 2024 (IICA) - Food security is intimately linked to national
security in all countries around the world. Therefore, it is essential that smallholder
farmers have the tools to increase their productivity, contribute to economic growth,
and improve their incomes and quality of life.

This was stated by Ambassador Kip Tom, a U.S. agricultural producer and
former Permanent Representative of his country to the UN agencies in Rome, in
an interview with the AgroAmerica program, broadcast on the Brazilian TV channel
Agro Mais.

“While we cannot do without the large companies engaged in industrial
agriculture, we need family farmers. They must be supported by the private sector
to access new technologies, education, and knowledge. There must also be public
policies in this direction,” Tom said.

The former permanent representative, who is part of a family with seven
generations linked to food production in the Midwest of the United States, pointed
to Brazil as a positive example, a country which, thanks to science and innovation,
has become a world leader in the production of soybean and other commodities in
recent decades.

“I lost my father a couple of years ago,” he recalled. “Before he died, he took
me to the fields where he started working and where I also worked. He talked to
me about the productive yields when he was young and how extraordinarily they
had grown over the years with the help of science and with the use of fertilizers,
digital technologies, and good practices. Today we can see that artificial intelligence
can be used to increase yields while caring for the environment. I see great potential
in countries on our continent, such as Brazil, Uruguay, and Argentina. I am very
excited about the future of agriculture.”

Tom explained that he himself began as a small farmer and noted that it is
positive for countries to strike a balance between large, medium, and small
producers, but it is the former who must worry about training and providing tools to
the latter to grow.

“I have never met a small-scale farmer who did not want to grow and increase
the size of their operation. They want to produce food for the community; therefore,
they must be able to access basic technologies to deal with pests and diseases and
better adapt to climate change,” he warned.
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Data Gaps Hindering
Measurement of
Cultural and
Creative Industries
Impact on Caribbean
Development

July 16, 2024 - BRIDGETOWN, Barbados - Inadequacies in data collection
have been identified by experts as a significant deterrent to measuring the true
importance and impact of the cultural and creative industries (CCI) on Caribbean
economies, a sector valued at
more than USD 1 trillion
globally.

The Caribbean
Development Bank (CDB)
highlighted the CCI as drivers
of sustainable development and
resilience in the Region during
the recent seminar
Imagineering: Using Creative
Industry Research to Devise
Development Strategies.

Dr. Marisa Henderson,
Chief of the Geneva-based
Creative Economy Programme
at UN Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) shared recent
research which showed that
total exports of creative
services worldwide reached
record levels of USD 1.4 trillion
in 2022 - almost double that of
exports of creative goods at
about USD 713 billion.

Despite these impressive
figures, Dr. Henderson
acknowledged that the existing
data likely “does not fully
reflect the importance of these
industries, because we have
not been collecting [enough of]
the data to date.”

Dr. Deborah Hickling
Gordon, a cultural economy
consultant, lecturer, and
coordinator of the Bachelor in
Cultural and Creative Industries
at The University of the West
Indies, emphasised the scarcity
of data as one of the two
greatest threats to the
development of Caribbean
cultural economies.

“The truth of the matter is,
if we can’t - and if we won’t -
measure, map, or define the
Caribbean cultural economy,
we will be unable to adequately
plan for its development. It’s
really as simple and as
complicated as that,” said Dr.

(cont’d on next page)

 - NEWS RELEASE -
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Hickling Gordon.
Noting the scarcity of

political will as the other big
threat, Dr. Hickling Gordon
advocated for educating
Caribbean populations about
the importance of their cultural
economies. “Many of them still
see it as just singing and
dancing, but a festival is a
source of economic growth
because of the gaiety and
excitement that it brings. So
there needs to be a clearer
understanding that there is value
in gaiety and excitement.”

CDB’s Cultural and
Creative Industries Innovation
Fund (CIIF) project attempts to
address data infrastructure
gaps by training statisticians in
data collection and analysis.

Chief Executive Officer of
international development
policy consultancy Canaan
Bridges Consulting Inc. and
CIIF team member, Dr.
Marsha Simone Cadogan,
pointed out that protecting the
intellectual property rights of
creators is also essential. “If
we’re going to incentivise
creators to create and to
produce content that’s valued
in society, it needs to be
adequately protected.”

Imagineering: Using
Creative Industry Research to
Devise Development Strategies
was held in June during CDB’s
54th Annual Meeting in
Ottawa, Canada, and online.

(cont’d from last page)

Community Notice
Children 3 years and

above are invited to
Vacation Bible School
from July 22 to 26, 2024.
This year’s theme is
“Dress Up!.” and will
feature fun-filled and
informative activities and
games during the 9 am
to midday sessions.

Vacation Bible School
takes place at the
Antioch Baptist Church
at Lime Kiln Commercial Development. There is no registration. All are invited.

Data Gaps Hindering
Measurement of

NOTICE -  CLOSURE OF
PUBLIC EARLY

CHILDHOOD CENTRES
Basseterre: St. Kitts, Wednesday, July 17, 2024:

The Early Childhood Development Unit (ECDU)
wishes to inform all parents and guardians of children
attending PUBLIC Early Childhood Centres that the
centres will be closed for two weeks starting August
19, 2024.

The Centres will reopen on Monday, September 2,
2024.

Cultural
and
Creative
Industries...

 - NEWS RELEASE -
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Sagicor invests in
youth and education

with continued
support of Caribbean
Science Foundation
Bridgetown, Barbados: Sagicor continues to show its

commitment towards youth and the advancement of education in
the Caribbean, through its sponsorship of the Caribbean Science
Foundation’s (CSF) initiatives. This year, Sagicor has partnered
with the Foundation to support the prestigious Student Program
for Innovation in Science and Engineering (SPISE) and the
Caribbean Computer Coding Workshops (C3W). Since 2018,
Sagicor has been a proud and committed sponsor of the CSF,
helping to nurture the region’s greatest young minds in science,
technology, engineering, and math (STEM).

The CSF’s SPISE is an annual intense five-week summer
program that also acts as a catalyst for economic diversification
in the region. It offers Caribbean high school students an enriching
learning experience in an environment catered to teaching at the
highest STEM education levels. Modelled after the renowned
MITES program at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT), SPISE aims to cultivate STEM talent in the region’s youth,
encouraging them to pursue STEM disciplines beyond university
and to consider technology-based entrepreneurship as a career
option. The program’s primary goals are to increase the region’s
economic diversification and to ensure there are more opportunities
created for technology-based jobs. Similarly, the Caribbean
Computer Coding Workshop (C3W) is an annual 14-week program
that also empowers youth and aims to teach coding skills to
Caribbean students and adults, preparing them to face the digital
economy, thereby creating a new generation of professionals in
the field. The program encapsulates the fundamentals of computer
programming, branching from hypertext markup language
(HTML) for webpage development, to Python (with its large
number of advanced code libraries) giving students a solid
foundation from which to work.

Robert Trestrail, Sagicor’s
President and CEO, said
Sagicor remains committed to
education as a key part of its
corporate social responsibility
mandate. “We are pleased to
be able to play a role in
preparing the region’s students
for the workplace of the future
through technology. By
supporting programs such as
SPISE and C3W, we invest in
the future leaders of the
Caribbean, helping to pave the
way for the region. These
students, with their skills and
knowledge, are the ones who
will drive technological
advancement and overall
economic growth, and we are
honored to be a part of their
journey as they lead the
Caribbean towards greater
prosperity.”

Hon. Professor Cardinal
Warde, Interim Executive
Director of the CSF and

(cont’d on next page)

Sagicor Financial Company Ltd. and Sagicor Life Inc. are proudly sponsoring the Caribbean Science Foundation’s SPISE and Caribbean
Computer Coding workshops, preparing the region’s youth for a future in technology. Here, students pose for a photo following the 2023
cycle.
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Professor of Electrical Engineering at MIT, highlighted the
program’s significance: “SPISE students are immersed in rigorous
university-level courses in calculus, physics, biochemistry,
computer programming, and entrepreneurship, as well as hands-
on projects in electronics. SPISE students attend career seminars
offered by luminaries in their fields, which expose them to the
broad range of careers possible with a STEM degree.”  Dr. Dinah
Sah, Director of SPISE, added, “Importantly, the students focus
on learning the fundamentals and how to apply them to solving
novel problems, as that is what leads to new discoveries. The

Sagicor invests in youth
and education with
continued support...

(Above) Students engaging in an electronics presentation during last year,s workshops.

students are also guided and
mentored by role models from
the diaspora and the region on
career paths and choices.”

The SPISE Program and
Caribbean Computer Coding

Workshops have been held
annually since 2012 and 2018,
respectively, and will continue
annually across the region for
students between the ages of
16 to 18 years of age, and 15 to

99 years of age, respectively.
The programs are jointly
sponsored by Sagicor Financial
Company Ltd. and Sagicor Life
Inc.

(cont’d from last page)

Rotary Club of Liamuiga
Installation Ceremony for

2024-2025
Executive Board

Frigate Bay, St. Kitts - On Sunday, July 7th, 2024, the Rotary
Club of Liamuiga hosted its Installation Ceremony for the new
President and Executive Board at the Grenada Room, St. Kitts
Marriott Resort. The ceremony marks the beginning of the 2024-
2025 Rotary Year.

The event commenced with an inspiring invocation by Past
President Laverne Caines, followed by the Rotary Four Way Test,
led by Past President Ryeburn Boyce. Past President Claudelle
Gumbs expertly chaired the proceedings.

The outgoing president’s comprehensive report highlighted the
year’s major accomplishments, including the successful Annual
New Yearâ€™s Charity Ball fundraiser. Three members were
honoured as Paul Harris Fellows: President Kaii Mills-Dias, VP
Cosbert Woods, and Treasurer Natasha St. Juste. The Paul Harris
Fellow recognition is awarded to individuals who contribute, or
have contributions made in their name, of US$1,000 to The Rotary
Foundation.

In her video message, Rotary International President Stephanie
Urchick unveiled the theme for this Rotary Year, “The Magic of
Rotary.”

Following the oath of office administered by Rotary District
7030 Assistant Governor Leah Crag-Chaderton, President Kaii
Mills-Dias delivered a dynamic and thought-provoking address.

“So, I ask our members here today, what’s the magic of Rotary
for you? And to our family and friends here today, I want you to
ask yourself, what is the magic that you see yourself creating
with Rotary?” President Mills-Dias stated. “Today, we stand at
the threshold of opportunity, poised to continue making a profound
impact on our communities and the world at large. As we gather
here, our mission is clear: to expand our reach, enhance participant
engagement, increase our impact, and bolster our ability to adapt
in an ever-changing landscape.”
The 2024-2025 Board of Officers & Directors are as follows:
- President: Kaii Mills-Dias
- Vice President: Cosbert Woods
- Immediate Past President: Nichole Liburd
- Secretary: Nichole Liburd
- Treasurer: Natasha St. Juste
Directors:
- Dr. Marcus L. Natta
- Ryeburn Boyce
- Carlton Pogson
President Elect: Cosbert Woods
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Pound hits
highest level
against dollar
for a year
By Tom Espiner,
Business reporter, BBC News

The pound hit its highest level against the dollar in a year on
Wednesday as investors bet on UK interest rates staying higher
for longer.

Fresh data on Wednesday showed the rate of inflation was
proving more stubborn than expected by some analysts.

This prompted traders to cut bets on an easing of rates in
August, and sent the pound above $1.30 for the first time since
last July.

The pound has also been
boosted by market hopes that
the new Labour government
will offer economic stability.

Higher rates in the UK
increase the pound’s value,
because it can attract more
overseas investment. This
creates more demand for
sterling, pushing up its value
relative to other currencies.

Currency markets
responded by betting that UK
rates would remain higher for
longer.

UK inflation was steady in
June, with the headline rate at
the Bank of England’s target
rate of 2%.

But some of the underlying
measures of inflation being
watched closely by Bank rate-
setters remain stubbornly high.

Inflation in the services
sector, for example, remained
at 5.7% in June, while core
inflation, which strips out the
effects of more volatile items
like energy prices, held at 3.5%.

Some central banks,
including Switzerland, Sweden
and Canada have cut rates
already, but the Bank of
England and the US Federal
Reserve are yet to make the
same move.

The International Monetary
Fund raised its outlook for
economic growth in the UK on
Tuesday to 0.7% this year, from
0.5% in its last set of global
forecasts in April.

But it warned the UK was
“seeing some persistence” in
inflation that might mean
interest rates have to stay
“higher for even longer”.

Kit Juckes, head of FX
Strategy at Societe Generale,
said he didn’t think the rally on
sterling would last.

However, he added that

“there’s so much uncertainty in
the world”, and there was
stability with a new UK
government helping the pound.

A hung parliament in France
and upheaval in the US
presidential race, with the
attempted assassination of
Republican candidate Donald
Trump on Sunday, and doubts
around the ability of President
Joe Biden to serve another four
years in office, have added to
global market jitters.

On Wednesday, King
Charles set out Prime Minister
Keir Starmer’s plans to revive
the economy, with a focus on
delivering new homes and
infrastructure projects.

Emma Wall, head of
investment analysis and

research at Hargreaves Lansdown, said: â€œInflation in at target
- and marginally down if you care about decimal places - coupled
with a King’s Speech rammed full of ambitious reforms and a
high growth agenda has caused the pound to bounce.”

She added that the key to sustaining the rally will be ongoing
economic data, and the Bank of England’s decision on interest
rates which is due on 1 August.
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Taiwan tennis ace Hsieh wins
Wimbledon mixed doubles

Publication Date: July 16, 2024 | twitter share iconA- A+
Taiwan’s Hsieh Su-wei and

her partner Jan Zielinski of
Poland won the mixed doubles

title at The Championships Wimbledon July 14 in London,
continuing Hsieh’s stellar performance in global tennis, according
to the Ministry of Education.

Hsieh Su-wei (left) and her partner Jan Zielinski of Poland raise
their Wimbledon mixed doubles championship trophies July 14 in
London. (Courtesy of Ministry of Education)

Taiwan’s Hsieh Su-wei and her partner Jan Zielinski of Poland
won the mixed doubles title at The Championships Wimbledon
July 14 in London, continuing Hsiehâ€™s stellar performance in
global tennis, according to the Ministry of Education.

In the 76-minute finals against Giuliana Olmos and Santiago
Gonzalez from Mexico, Hsieh and Zielinski won the first three
games in the first set, and despite their opponents’ best efforts,
the duo ultimately triumphed with two straight wins 6-4 and 6-2.

Upon hearing the good news, President Lai Ching-te sent a
congratulatory message to Hsieh in which he lauded the pair’s
outstanding performance and encouraged Hsieh to keep making
her country proud, the MOE said.

The 38-year-old will team with 20-year-old Tsao Chia-yi to
represent Taiwan at the 2024 Summer Olympic Games women’s
doubles, set to start July 26 in Paris.

This is Hsieh’s second Grand Slam mixed doubles title, following
her win, also with Zielinski, at the Australian Open earlier this
year. She won the women’s doubles titles at the Australian Open
this year, the French Open in 2023 and 2014, and Wimbledon in
2023, 2021, 2019 and 2013. (SFC-E)
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Sullivan, 14, becomes
youngest MLS player

Japan gymnast ‘set
to miss Olympics for
smoking’

IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
Shoko Miyata won her maiden national championship in April

Published  BBC Sports
Japan women’s artistic gymnastics captain Shoko Miyata is

set to be sent home from the Olympic Games after allegedly
breaking a smoking ban, the country’s Kyodo news agency has
reported., external

An investigation by the Japan Gymnastics Association (JGA)
will be carried out which leaves Miyata’s participation at the Paris
Olympics in doubt, it said.

Smoking is in violation of the association’s code of conduct.
The 19-year-old was not seen at Wednesday’s open training

session in Monaco with her absence said to be “for certain
reasons”, the JGA’s head of development told Kyodo.

Miyata, who won a bronze medal at the 2022 World
Championships in Liverpool, will be interviewed by the JGA and
her Juntendo University team once she returns to Japan.

Japan are aiming to gain their first artistic gymnastics team
medal since the 1964 Tokyo Games.

The Paris Games open on 26 July.

Published BBC Sports
Fourteen-year-old Philadelphia Union midfielder

Cavan Sullivan has become the youngest ever Major
Soccer League player.

Sullivan, who is expected to move to Manchester City when
he is 18, was an 85th-minute substitute in the 5-1 win over New
England Revolution at Subaru Park in Pennsylvania.

At 14 years and 293 days, he broke the record set by Freddy
Adu, who was 14 years and 306 days when he played for DC
United in 2004.

The teenager also became the youngest North American player
in the top flight of a team sport.

Sullivan’s brother Quinn, 20, was one of Union’s goal-scorers
on Wednesday.

Asked about his brother’s goal, scored shortly before he came
on, Sullivan said: “It was absolute chaos. Awesome goal from
him, great finish.

“I think the combo of his goal and me coming in as a sub was
complete anarchy. Honestly, it was one of the loudest things I
have ever heard. The stadium was electric.”

Sullivan added: “This is just the start. I am really happy to

have done this but it is honestly
the first box checked off.

“I know it is all about where
you finish, not where you start.”

Adu, now 35, said: “Big
congrats to Cavan Sullivan for
his record breaking debut today.

“That’s a hard record to
break and the kid did it. Well
done and good luck my man.”

Sullivan signed for
Philadelphia in May, in the
biggest homegrown player deal
in MLS history.

“The collaboration between
the Union and the City Group
was - that did it for me. I
always watch Man City.
They’re like every kid’s dream
team,” Sullivan told ESPN,
external at the time.

“For [Philadelphia and Man
City] to come together and
agree on something - I sat with
my family and my agents and
we decided that it was the best
plan.”

Before Sullivan’s debut,
Union manager Jim Curtin told
the MLS website:, external
“The sky’s the limit.

“He’s a generational talent,
one who can really change the
game by himself.”

The youngest male player to
appear in the English top flight
is Ethan Nwaneri, who made
his Arsenal debut at 15 years
and 181 days in 2022.
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IMAGE SOURCE,USA TODAY SPORTS
Philadelphia Union boss Jim Curtin says Cavan Sullivan is only
going to get better and better

Super Bowl winner
‘wrongly
handcuffed’ on
United flight
By Thomas Mackintosh,
BBC News

The former Denver Bronco was inducted into the Pro Football
Hall of Fame in 2017

United Airlines has apologised to NFL Hall of Fame legend
Terrell Davis after the two-time Super Bowl champion said he
was “wrongly handcuffed” on a flight to California.

Mr Davis said he was removed from a United Airlines aircraft
last Saturday after a flight attendant accused the former Denver
Broncos star of hitting him.

The 51-year-old, who was flying with his family from Denver,
spoke about his ordeal on social media. He said the claim was
false and described feeling “traumatised” by it.

United Airlines told the BBC it had removed the flight attendant

from duty while it investigates
the matters and reviews its
policies.

Posting on his Instagram,
Mr Davis released a statement
explaining that during the
flight’s beverage service his son
had asked for a cup of ice.

In an effort to get his son
the ice, Mr Davis said he
“lightly tapped” the flight
attendant on the arm to get his
attention, only to hear him
respond, “Don’t hit me!”

The flight attendant then left
the cart and went to the front
of the plane, according to the
Instagram account.

“I was confused, as were
the passengers in front of me
who witnessed the exchange,
Mr Davis wrote. “I thought
nothing of it other than this
particular employee was
incredibly rude and blatantly
wrong in his accusations of me
hitting him.”

Mr Davis said that when the plane arrived at Orange County’s
John Wayne Airport, he and other passengers were told to remain
seated. FBI agents and local authorities then boarded the plane,
placed him in handcuffs in front of his wife and three children and
then removed him from the flight.

He said the “entire flight of passengers watched in silence”.
A United Airlines spokeswoman told the BBC the company

has apologised to Mr Davis and continues to discuss the incident
with him.

“This is clearly not the kind of travel experience we strive to
provide,” she said.

“We have removed the flight attendant from duty while we
closely look into this matter and we are reviewing our policies
around incidents like this.”

Mr Davis was a star running back for the Denver Broncos,
playing for them from 1995 to 2001.

He helped Denver win Super Bowls XXXII and XXXIII,
remains the team’s all-time leading rusher and was inducted into
the Hall of Fame in 2017.
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