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Hurricane Beryl:
A Reminder of the

Resilience and Unity
of Caribbean People
As Hurricane Beryl swept through the Caribbean, it

has served as a stark reminder of the strength and unity
of our region in the face of disaster.

The Caribbean is a vulnerable area during the hurricane
season, and each year we hope and pray for the safety
and security of our lives and property. The human spirit,
when we come together to help one another, shines
brightly in times of crisis.

Hurricane Beryl has tragically claimed lives, leaving
a devastating impact on the communities it has touched.
This somber reality underscores the importance of
preparedness and vigilance as we navigate the ongoing
hurricane season. St. Kitts and Nevis were fortunate to
be spared the direct wrath of Beryl, but the devastation
experienced by our neighbors is a closer reminder not
to become complacent. The call for vigilance has
continually been made to our people, and this hurricane
season is no exception.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Beryl, the importance
of solidarity and support among Caribbean nations has
been clearer. Our collective resilience and readiness to
assist one another in times of need reflect the true spirit
of the Caribbean community. Whether through offering
shelter, providing supplies or simply lending a helping
hand, our unity becomes our greatest strength.

As we continue to face the challenges posed by the
hurricane season, let us remain vigilant and prepared. Our

focus must always be on coming
together as a region, supporting each
other, and building a stronger Caribbean
community. The lessons learned from
Hurricane Beryl remind us that, despite
the vulnerabilities we face, our shared
humanity and the bonds we forge will
see us through any storm.

In these trying times, let us keep the

affected families in our thoughts and
prayers. Let us also reaffirm our
commitment to readiness, community
support and the unwavering belief that
together, we can overcome any challenge.

As we rebuild and recover, may the spirit
of cooperation and resilience guide us,
ensuring a safer and more secure future for
all in the Caribbean.

Taiwan donates hurricane relief
funds to Caribbean allies,
extends condolences to India

My To Do
List

JOIN - The St. Kitts-Nevis Trades
& Labour Union  - TODAY

Publication Date: July 05, 2024 | twitter share iconA- A+
Taiwan is donating US$200,000 to St. Vincent and the

Grenadines and US$100,000 to St. Lucia in the wake of
Hurricane Beryl, according to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs July 3.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs announces donations to St.
Vincent and the Grenadines and St. Lucia for hurricane relief and
expresses condolences to the Indian government following a recent
fatal crowd crush July 3. (MOFA)

Taiwan is donating US$200,000 to St. Vincent and the
Grenadines and US$100,000 to St. Lucia in the wake of Hurricane
Beryl, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs July 3.

The storm hit the Caribbean
June 30 and caused widespread
devastation, damaging houses,
schools and critical
infrastructure as well as
disrupting communication,
water and electricity systems.
Taiwanâ€™s two allies were
severely affected.

It is hoped the disaster relief
funds will help the people return
to their normal lives as soon as
possible, the MOFA said.

The ministry also extended
condolences to India on
casualties that occurred during
a religious gathering July 2 in
the northern state of Uttar
Pradesh. The MOFA
requested that Manharsinh
Yadav, director general of India
Taipei Association, and staff
members at the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office
in India convey Taiwanâ€™s
concern to the Indian
government on its behalf.
(POC-E)

Write to Taiwan Today at
ttonline@mofa.gov.tw
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Social Security
Director Mentions
National Retirement
Pension
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Thursday 11th July 2024) -
The Director of the St. Christopher and Nevis Social Security
Board, Christopher Louard, has mentioned topics of a national
retirement pension and raising the pension age as areas for
discussion about reform with stakeholders and the public.

“Can we introduce in St. Kitts and Nevis a national retirement
age?” and “So is 62 the age? Can we increase that age...? were
two questions raised during his appearance on an ‘In Focus’
episode- by the St. Kitts-Nevis Information Service (SKNIS)-
aired on Wednesday 10th July 2024.

During his interview with host Ian Richards, Louard emphasized
the need to consider demographic changes and the aging population.

“we currently have an age pension, but must we change that to a
retirement pension?”

Louard addressed the current pension age, noting: “We’re
currently at 62, and across our counterparts in the Caribbean, we
see an aging population.”

He explained that data from the Social Security Fund shows
the average age at death for a male is about 74 and for a female,
76.

“So we have 92 year olds and older who are receiving pension.
It currently represents about 11% of the pensioners that we pay.
So we’re living longer. Through our health programs, and that’s a
key human development indicator, that our healthcare systems
are able, good enough, that we have longevity of life so that’s a
good thing. But what we ought to do is then to recalibrate our
system to ensure that we can cover, and that we can take care of
all of the persons who we’ve made this long-term pledge to, if
you will, over the next 60 years.”

Considering these demographic trends, Louard suggested
potential changes, such as increasing the pension age.

“Can we make some tweaks in terms of increasing? Can you
wait until you’re 63? Can you wait until you’re 64? Can you wait
until you’re 65 to claim that pension? Because you’re living longer,
and you’ll get it for much longer,” he stated.

In discussing the idea of moving from an age-based pension to
a retirement-based pension.

“As I mentioned, we have persons who are 92 years and over
who are currently receiving; they’ve been receiving it for 30 plus
years. So, bearing that in mind, that the demographic changes, the
aging of our population, we can increase our age pension. Another
thing we can look at, so we currently have an age pension. But do
we change that to a retirement pension? I’ll tell you what I mean.
So there are persons currently who, and we understand, there are
some persons when they get to age 62 and they claim their pension,
because of their income and because of their financial situation,
they have to continue to work, and we get that.”

He added: “What we’re talking about are those high income
earners. When we look at our data set and our data, there are
some high income earners in St. Kitts and Nevis. They’re making
much more than the ceiling. So the monthly ceiling that you pay
Social Security contributions on is $6,500. They’re making
significantly more than $6,500. They’re receiving their pension as
they ought to because they have qualified but they continue to
work and get paid... 67, 70, and they continue to work and they
continue to get a high wage. Can we put something or make a
change in terms of how we pay that pension, moving it from an
age to a retirement?”

He emphasized: “...I’m talking about the high income earners.
I want to be clear. The high income earners. We’re not talking
about the persons who need to continue to work, after they get to

“...we can increase our age
pension,” he said, adding that

(cont’d on next page)

Screenshot Image: The Director of the St. Christopher and Nevis Social Security Board, Christopher
Louard, during his appearance on an ‘In Focus’ episode- by the St. Kitts-Nevis Information Service
(SKNIS)-aired on Wednesday 10th July 2024.
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a pension age. So can we introduce a retirement age? Can we
introduce in St. Kitts and Nevis a national retirement age? Because
Social Security is 62, but a lot of employers who have their own
employer pension plans, they have lower ages. Some have 60.”

He shared an example of a construction worker who believed
his pension was miscalculated. As understood, initially, this worker
earned well at a company, but later, as a self-employed worker,
he chose a lower contribution tier. Hence, at 62, his pension was
based on these lower earnings.

Louard proposed recalculating pensions based on a worker’s
best seven years over their lifetime, instead of the current method
of using the best three years within the last 15 years.

“What we are saying, that a more equitable or fair calculation
in terms of the average wage should be over your lifetime. So we
take the best seven years over your lifetime. So it’s no longer
within the last 15 years of your working life.”

He acknowledged that such change would address disparities

Social Security Director Mentions
National Retirement Pension

for those who might not have had higher
earnings in their final working years.

Regarding qualifying conditions for
pensions, Louard noted the current
requirement is 500 contribution weeks.

“Most countries are moving to 750
weeks,” he explained, suggesting that
increasing the minimum qualifying
conditions and expanding the calculation
over a worker’s career would be
beneficial.

“So increasing the minimum qualifying
conditions. Most of them are doing the
same thing in terms of giving you credit
for your career, in terms of expanding
that calculation over your career. So the
parametric changes are very similar.
There are other nuances as it relates to
wages and so on because you know in a
different country a wage might be higher

in some countries than it’s in other countries but in terms
of a calculation, we’re all moving in the same direction.”

Louard spoke about the importance of solidarity in
Social Security. Universality, meaning all included,
solidarity- I’m my brother’s keeper, and equity. So that
principle of solidarity comes up in this thing about a
retirement pension.”

Notably, a Social Security reform town hall meeting
was scheduled to take place on Thursday 11th July at the
Solid Waste Management Corporation (SWMC)
conference room.

Front Page Image: Photo used for illustration
purposes only depicts a ‘pension pot’ and a clock
(source ifamagazine.com)

(cont’d from last page)
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Cultural Heritage
Specialist Applauds
Ongoing Work In SKN
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday 10th July 2024)- UNESCO
(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) ICH
(Intangible Cultural Heritage) Consultant specialist Nigel Encalda  has
applauded the most recent work done towards safeguarding St. Kitts and
Nevis’ intangible cultural heritage during a stakeholders consultation session.

“Everything from a framework of how to assess the threats to elements,
the framework for communication, assessing the visibility of sport...we’ve
done it all today in a very short time. I want to tell you that what you’ve
presented will be compiled and...there’s already a draft policy, we’re going
to refine it,” Encalda stated at the end of event held on Wednesday 3rd July
2024, at Cuna Caribbean Conference Centre, located at Fortlands in
Basseterre.

That session, part of the ongoing UNESCO ICH Policy project titled
“Safeguarding Saint Kitts and Nevis Intangible Cultural Heritage: Developing
a National Intangible Cultural Heritage Policy,” was organized by the St.

Kitts Department of Creative Economy - Cultural Unit.
Among those who attended were knowledge bearers and

practitioners, youth groups, Workers’ representative organization,
the St.Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour Union (SKNT&LU), youth
group representatives, community festival organisers, Ministry of
Employment and Labour officers, Constituency Empowerment
officers and intellectual property experts.

Participants from Nevis joined virtually.
As understood, collectively the session saw close to  one

hundred (100) individuals taking part from the government and
non-governmental sectors

The SKNT&LU was represented by General Secretary
Precious Mills and Field Officer and executive committee member
Sean Kelly.

Ahead of the session, stakeholder invitees were asked to review
our Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) policy framework in
encouraging that their expertise and insights were as the unit seeks
to enhance the Federation’s policies and practices in preserving
and promoting cultural heritage.

Minister of  Sports, The Creative Economy and Culture Samal
Duggins during remarks at the opening of the session.

Now, the interesting thing about culture is that if you try to
understand it from a textbook level, you can become quite confused

 UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) ICH
(Intangible Cultural Heritage) Consultant specialist Nigel Encalda speaking during the ICH
(Intangible Cultural Heritage) stakeholders consultation held on Wednesday 3rd July 2024 at
Cuna Caribbean Conference Centre, located at Fortlands in Basseterre (Facebook/SKNICH)

(cont’d on next page
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because everywhere that you try to find a
definition it is vastly different. I implore you, go
through Oxford, Cambridge, Webster and
different dictionaries... define culture and you’ll
recognize they’re all different, and going through
that I recognize that in that difference, it is the
perfect description of culture because how could
you define something that is as unique as each

Cultural Heritage
Specialist
Applauds
Ongoing Work...

 Section of stakeholders in attendance (Facebook/SKNICH)
individual? Think about it. We
are all distinctly different. And
if you were to define something
that embodies who we are
collectively, it would have to be
something that gives up that
exact essence.”

He added: “but one thing we
can do is categorize culture into
the two categories. That which
is tangible...that we touch, see,
feel, move, and that which is
intangible.”

Duggins continued,
emphasizing the importance of
embracing both tangible and
intangible aspects of culture.

“We have to embrace it
holistically because as much as
the Brimstone Hill Fortress, one
of our iconic elements of our
intangible culture sits
majestically on top of that hill;
it represents the British as much
as it represents the French as
much as it represents our
African heritage and when we
look at us a people and our
masquerades, we recognize the
same thing because these things
are not just rooted in one
element of culture. They are
rooted in so many different
elements that have now become
our culture but that also speaks
to the evolution of culture; it is
not stagnant it is not static,
culture is everywhere and it is
all about what we embrace and
most important, what we got
here.”

The Culture Minister
stressed the importance of
documenting cultural heritage
for future generations.

“As your Minister of
Culture, I am happy to see so
many of you here today
because it tells me that you are
interested in documenting who
we are and preserving that for
the people of tomorrow to

(cont’d on next page)

(cont’d from last page)
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understand and know who we are.”
The Executive Summary of the draft policy outlines: “The

Mission for safeguarding St. Kitts and Nevis Intangible Cultural
Heritage (ICH) is to implement initiatives that stimulate members
of communities to preserve the nations living heritage, defined as
social values, traditions, and the cultural lifestyle of individuals, or
groups in communities. The 2003 UNESCO Convention for the
Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage guidelines will be
used by St. Kitts and Nevis, signatories to the convention, to
identify, assess, and report on the condition of cherished ICH
Elements to make informed recommendations on how to preserve
them, and educate current and future generations about their
intrinsic value.”

It is further outlines that: “A strategic plan will be defined with

Cultural Heritage
Specialist Applauds
Ongoing Work...

specific goals, objectives, and measurable timelines. Successful implementation
will require collaboration between all stakeholders, including traditional knowledge
bearers, individuals, groups, communities, creative and cultural industry experts,
government departments, non-government institutions, private sector businesses,
national organizations, and the wider regional and international community.”
Front page  Photo:(immediate left to right)Well-Known Cultural
Preservation Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett, Sean Crossley of the Sandy Point
Bull Troupe and , Samande ‘Ras Iya’ Reid of the Nyabinghi Theocracy
Order seen in attendance at the ICH (Intangible Cultural Heritage)
stakeholders consultation held on Wednesday 3rd July 2024, at Cuna
Caribbean Conference Centre, located at Fortlands in Basseterre
(SKNT&LU Snap) :

(cont’d from last page)

 Section of stakeholders in attendance (Facebook/SKNICH)



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, JULY 12TH 20248  -  NEWS -

Cricketer Mikyle
Louis Highlights
Journey from
Family Farm to
Meeting A King
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Thursday 11th July 2024) -
Mikyle Louis, the 23-year-old Kittitian cricketer, who recently made
another historic and impressive mark (on Wednesday 10th July
2024) by becoming the first athlete from St. Kitts and Nevis to
play in a Test match for the West Indies, recently gained more
attention for a viral photo of him fist-bumping King Charles of
England during a visit to Buckingham Palace two days ahead of
his debut (8th July).

Reflecting on the moment when asked by a reporter about it
during a West Indies (WI) media session on Tuesday 9th July, he
shared, “Yeah, it’s made its circles on social media and I really
wasn’t expecting that amount of traction. But it was good fun. It
was a great experience for me, you know. I’m somebody who, a
year ago, I was helping out my parents, you know, selling bananas
on the farm and so forth and meeting the King, that was really
great for me. The King, he was in good spirits, you know. I was a
little shocked that he was such a jovial person and that was good
for me.”

History first ‘first-bumped’ Louis on Tuesday 4th June 2024
following the announcement by Cricket West Indies featuring him
as the first Kittitian to make the West Indies team.

Expressing his pride in
reaching his sporting milestone
during the WI media session,
Louis said, “Well, it’s been a long
journey. I’ve worked really hard
leading up to this. Obviously,
I’m elated. I’m happy to be
here. I’m excited to go out
there tomorrow.”

When asked about his
confidence going into the Test
match, the young batter added,
“Well, what worked for me in
the first-class season was my
work ethic. I was training really

hard and I wasn’t leaving anything to chance. I was putting in all
the effort in the gym and practice, and I’m doing the same thing
here, so I’m hoping for the same results.”

Louis acknowledged the support of the Kittitian community,
stating, “Yeah, the Kittitian people, they’re really happy. They’ve
reached out to me on numerous occasions. They feel really proud
that I’ve been selected, and I’m just hoping to go out there and
perform and represent the country well.”

When asked about his mother’s influence on his cricket career,
Louis praised her dedication and support.

“...She’s actually already in England. I’ll probably be seeing
her later today after we finish training. She’s really excited. She’s
really happy. I know it’s very cliche for a young man to say, you
know, I love my parents and I’m grateful but honestly, she’s an
angel and there isn’t anything that she wouldn’t do for me. When
I’ve been injured, she would massage me. On days off when I
finish training late, she would cook for me and, you know, she just,
she really gave the world to us.”

Reflecting on what led to his success, Louis credited his family
for their unwavering support.

“Well, I would like to start off answering this question by really
giving my family thanks. So, I have a family structure where I
have an older brother, Jerrickson Louis, and my father as well,
Jerry Louis; they allowed me to train 24-7 without worrying about
bills and we were not having to buy groceries and so forth, so this
really allowed me to, I didn’t have to work an 8-4 job and then
practice in the evenings. So I was able to train 24-7, go to the gym
and so forth. So, this is what really helped me and they really
gave me the push to really be great.”

In the lead up to his debut, Louis talked about being focused
and confident in his abilities.

“Well, leading up to the first class season, I was a little nervous
because I was wondering if I’m good enough to represent the
Leeward Islands, and I really went over there and I just believed
in my skills because these are the same skills that I’ve been
working really hard on, and it’s the same thing now. I won’t be
thinking about if I’m good enough, I’ll just go up there and I’ve
been working and just trust my skills to take me forward.”

Louis also expressed his admiration for cricket legend Vivian
Richards when asked about his sporting hero(es), stating, “So Vivian
Richards. I really respect him. He’s a legend of the game, a true
great. And what I think separates Viv Richards from the rest is
the mentality towards the game. You know, he genuinely felt as if
he’s just good, you know, and this is a mentality that I’m trying to
adapt, I’m trying to create for myself.”

For further news on history-making moments, Mikyle’s fast
bowler brother Jeremiah Louis got in on the squad line-up (having
been selected as a replacement for Kemar Roach after a knee
injury); equally marking a special moment for the Louis family.

As for his debut match played at the Lord’s Cricket Ground,23-year-old West Indies cricketer Mikyle Louis is all smiles having received his debut cap from his
cricket legend Sir Vivian Richards (who happens to be his cricket hero) on Wednesday 10th July 2024 at
Lord’s Cricket Ground in England (CWI Media)

 23-year-old West Indies cricketer Mikyle Louis while interacting with reporters during a West Indies
(WI) media session on Tuesday 9th July (Screenshot:Youtube.com/WindiesCricket)

(cont’d on next page)
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[Mikyle] Louis is being applauded for hitting several boundaries
which included a massive six before getting caught at a slip.

The West Indies team, though, as of Thursday 11th July, West

Indies was 79-6 for its second
innings at stumps behind
England by 171 runs.

For England, resuming the
second day saw a 189-3 with
an all-out for 371, and innings
lead of 250.

The 15-member West Indies
Test Squad are: Kraigg
Brathwaite (Captain) Alick

Athanaze, Joshua Da Silva, Jason Holder, Kavem Hodge, Tevin
Imlach, Alzarri Joseph (Vice-Captain), Shamar Joseph, Mikyle
Louis, Zachary McCaskie, Kirk McKenzie, Gudakesh Motie,
Jeremiah Louis, Jayden Seales and Kevin Sinclair.

Front Page Image: 23-year-old West Indies batter from
St.Kitts Mikyle Louis and King Charles III of the
United Kingdom fist-bump during the teamâ€™s visit to
Buckingham Palace on Monday 8th July 2024 ahead of
his test debut. (CWI Media)

Cricketer Mikyle Louis Highlights Journey from Family
Farm to Meeting A
King (cont’d from last page)
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Anguilla Announces
Financial Aid to Grenada
and St. Vincent and the
Grenadines
OECS Media Release

Member States in the OECS are standing united in the face of the catastrophic
damages caused by Hurricane Beryl. The Government of Anguilla has announced a
financial contribution of XCD $500,000 to be divided equally between Grenada and
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines for hurricane relief efforts.

In an Official Statement released on July 5, 2024, the Honourable Premier, Dr
Ellis Lorenzo Webster stated:

“The catastrophic damage to Carriacou, Petit Martinique, Union Island and others
reminds us of Anguillaâ€™s plight following Hurricane Irma in 2017 and confirms
that global warming and our position as Small Island Developing States in the Caribbean
make us interconnected, interrelated, and mutually vulnerable.

In Anguillaâ€™s time of distress and need, the region stood in solidarity and came
to our aid. It is now our turn to help our brothers and sisters in the Windward Islands.
To this end, Executive Council has approved a financial contribution of XCD
$500,000.00 to be divided equally between Grenada and Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines for hurricane relief and recovery efforts.”

Director General of the OECS, Dr Didacus Jules has commended Anguilla for
their support to the tri-island state of Grenada, and the St. Vincent and the Grenadines:

“Hurricane Beryl, which is the earliest Category 4 Atlantic Hurricane on record to
form in the hurricane season, serves as a stark reminder of our vulnerability as a
region to the challenges of climate change impacts. Amid the devastation caused by
Hurricane Beryl, the actions of the Government of Anguilla serve as a positive ray of
hope in these woeful circumstances and exemplify regional integration at its best.
The OECS commends the government and people of Anguilla for their generosity to
Grenada and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.”
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United States
Provides $2
Million USD in
Humanitarian
Assistance to
Grenada and
Saint Vincent
and the
Grenadines in
Aftermath of
Hurricane Beryl

In response to the devastating impact of Hurricane Beryl on
the Caribbean nations of Grenada and Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, the United States government, through the U.S.
Agency for International Development (USAID), is providing $2
million USD in immediate humanitarian assistance to support relief
efforts in the two nations.

The U.S. government’s pledge of $1 million USD to Grenada
and $1 million USD to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines will provide
critical assistance to those most affected by the disaster and will
support emergency response efforts, including the provision of
logistics, clean water, shelter, and cash support.

United States Ambassador Roger Nyhus underscored the
United States’ unwavering commitment to stand in solidarity with
the people of Grenada and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines:
“We stand strong with the governments and people of Grenada
and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines during this challenging time.
While I have seen firsthand the devastation caused by Hurricane
Beryl in several Eastern Caribbean nations, I have also seen the
resilient and unbroken spirit of the people of this great region.
Through this meaningful and timely aid, the United States is
demonstrating our deep and steadfast commitment to our
Caribbean friends, neighbors and partners through tangible financial
support to advance their recovery efforts.”

The assistance reflects America’s enduring friendship with
Grenada and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and our shared
commitment to helping communities rebuild and recover in the
wake of natural disasters.
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MOFA
congratulates
new UK Prime
Minister

Publication Date: July 08, 2024 | twitter share iconA- A+
The government and people of Taiwan extended their

warmest congratulations July 5 to Keir Starmer, who was
appointed by King Charles III as the U.K.’s new prime
minister, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The MOFA congratulates Keir Starmer on behalf of the
government and people of Taiwan July 5 following his appointment
as the U.K.’s prime minister. (Staff photo/Pang Chia-shan)

The government and people of Taiwan extended their warmest
congratulations July 5 to Keir Starmer, who was appointed by
King Charles III as the U.K.’s new prime minister, according to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Starmer, leader of the Labour Party and member of the House
of Commons, visited Taiwan in 2016 and 2018 to meet with then-
Vice President Chen Chien-jen and then-Minister of Justice Chiu
Tai-san, the ministry said, adding that Starmer has increased his
support for Taiwan and cross-strait security since he was elected
head of his party in 2020.

Other LP members have also paid growing attention to Taiwan,
as evidenced by a March delegation led by Lord Leong CBE, co-
chair of Labour Friends of Taiwan and shadow spokesperson for
business and trade, the MOFA said. Group members met with
former President Tsai Ing-wen and pledged to strengthen bilateral
exchanges in areas spanning culture, economy and education, the
ministry added.

Taiwan and the U.K. have worked closely in fields such as
technology, trade and renewable energy, the MOFA said, citing
the Enhanced Trade Partnership Arrangement signed last
November and a memorandum of understanding on organic
agriculture cooperation inked in May.

The two sides share the universal values of freedom, democracy
and respect for the rule of law, the MOFA said. The government
is committed to working with the Starmer administration to deepen
mutually beneficial partnerships while jointly safeguarding peace,
stability and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific, the ministry added.

On its official X account, the MOFA said: “Congratulations to
@UKLabour leader @Keir_Starmer on his appointment as #UK
prime minister. As a fellow force for good, #Taiwan looks forward
to further strengthening partnership with the new #British
administration in areas our interests & values align.” (YCH-E)
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JOIN THE ST. KITTS-
NEVIS TRADES &

LABOUR UNION   +
TODAY +

Caribbean labour
leaders join global call
for greater social
justice at ILC 2024
Annual ILO conference
addresses world of
work issues amid
multiple international
crises
15 June 2024

Caribbean labour markets face unprecedented challenges and must
develop pathways to social justice declared regional tripartite
constituents during the 112th International Labour Conference

(ILC2024), held in Geneva from 3 - 14 June, 2024.

These perspectives were shared as representatives from Ministries of Labour,
employers’ organizations and trade unions of the English- and Dutch-Speaking
Caribbean contributed to ILC2024 through keynote speeches and deliberations
with their counterparts from around the world.

Participating countries and non-metropolitan territories included Aruba, The
Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Curacao, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Sint Maarten,
Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago.

During the ten-day event, they outlined how their social, economic and
environmental vulnerabilities set against the backdrop of global trends were affecting
national and regional workforces and productivity. They also featured their
approaches to developing solutions in pursuit of social justice through priority areas
such as international labour standards (ILS), social dialogue and governance.

“The intersectionality of climate and technology on the world of work, and their
potential impact on realizing development that is human-centred, must be recognized
and addressed. Barbados reaffirms its commitment to fairness and justice within
our own country, in our region and around the world,” said the Honourable Colin E.
Jordan, Minister of Labour, Social Security and Third Sector for Barbados.

“The experience of the COVID-19 pandemic exposed further social and
economic inequalities within and between countries. When taken alongside the
disruptive impacts of climate, demography and technology, the need for course
correction is certain, to control the power imbalances and divergent interests that
continue to promote an agenda for the few, and not the many,” said Toni Moore,
President of the Barbados Workers’ Union.

“Our strong tripartite partnerships facilitate constructive social dialogue and is
the bedrock of our harmonious industrial relations. This collaborative approach is
what accounts for Jamaica’s rapid recovery from the impact of the pandemic and
also now being far advanced in the bold overhaul of our public sector compensation
system,” said the Honourable Pearnel Charles Jr., Minister of Labour and Social
Security for Jamaica.

Participating Caribbean tripartite representatives expressed their support for
the ILO Director-General’s report “Towards a renewed social contract”. Launched
ahead of ILC, the publication addresses persistent injustices, inequalities and
insecurities and promotes the universal importance of the social contract and its
capacity to deliver social justice.

“The world of work is undergoing rapid changes that require us to work
cooperatively in pursuit of the Sustainable Development Goals. The development
of a renewed social contract, the pursuit of social justice, and the rollout of strategies
to successfully navigate the triple transition of climate, digital and social change
are inherently interconnected.,” explained the Honourable Pia Glover-Rolle, Minister
of Labour and Public Service for The Bahamas.

“We have taken good note of the Report of the Director General and thank him
for his introduction of the concept of the social contract. This concept is introduced

with the objective to achieve the goals of the ILO, which have become more
relevant over the years, of which the need to have social justice in our societies is
currently a crucial one. We agree that social contracts are of utmost importance,”
said the Honourable Steven Mac Andrew, Minister of Labour, Employment
Opportunity and Youth Affairs for Suriname.

On 13 June 2024, the ILC2024 hosted the Inaugural Forum of the Global Coalition
for Social Justice to emphasize the critical need for greater social justice and ensure
a peaceful world.

“The fruitful discussions we have had today must translate into action. And as
we move forward, let us remember that our efforts are not just for us but for the
generations to come,” said ILO Director-General Gilbert Houngbo. “Our roadmap
is clear. We must act, and we must act at the country level,” he added.

Since its endorsement by the ILO Governing Body in 2023, the Global Coalition
for Social Justice has been working to create global momentum towards the reduction
and prevention of inequalities and the prioritization of social justice in national and
global policymaking and activities. Current Caribbean members of the Coalition
include the Governments of The Bahamas and Barbados, as well as the University
of the West Indies, Mona.

“We have already made ourselves clear in various fora of the ILO that the
Global Coalition for Social Justice will be essential if the international community is
to be galvanized for human-centred developmental policies. There must be policy
coherence, particularly as it relates to small island developing states,” said the
Honourable Colin E. Jordan.

ILC2024 concluded with an initial first step towards the first-ever international
standard governing biological hazards in the world of work, and a review of both
working conditions in the care sector and the key role of fundamental principles
and rights in a rapidly changing world of work.
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St. Kitts Tourism
Authority Passes the
Baton With New
Leadership

Basseterre, St. Kitts (05 July 2024) - As St. Kitts continues
to soar to new heights as a premier Caribbean destination, the St.
Kitts Tourism Authority announces a pivotal leadership transition.
Mr. Ellison “Tommy” Thompson passes the baton to  Kelly
Fontenelle, who steps in as the new Chief Executive Officer
(CEO). This significant change underscores the ongoing
commitment to growth and innovation in the destination’s tourism
sector.

Under Mr. Thompson’s visionary leadership, St. Kitts has
experienced unprecedented
growth and success in tourism.
His tenure has been marked by
strategic initiatives that have
increased visitor arrivals and
enhanced the overall visitor
experience. Through innovative
marketing campaigns,
strengthened partnerships with
cruise lines and airlines, and the
introduction of new attractions,
Mr. Thompson has firmly
established St. Kitts as a top
choice for travelers worldwide.

“Leading the St. Kitts
Tourism Authority has been an
incredibly rewarding
experience,” said Mr.
Thompson. “The progress we
have made is a testament to our
team and partners’ hard work
and dedication. As I pass the
baton to Kelly Fontenelle, I am
confident she will continue to
drive our mission forward,
building on our achievements
and exploring new horizons.”

Kelly Fontenelle, the newly
appointed CEO of the Authority,
brings a wealth of experience
and a fresh perspective to her
new role. With her extensive
background in tourism and
hospitality, she is well-equipped
to lead the St. Kitts Tourism
Authority into its next phase of
growth. Her strategic vision
includes strengthening existing
partnerships, fostering new
collaborations, and enhancing
the destination’s tourism
offerings to ensure sustainable
growth.

“St. Kitts has reached great
heights, and I am honoured to
be part of its continuing
journey,” said Ms. Fontenelle.
“I will focus on maintaining the
momentum we have gained,
ensuring that St. Kitts remains
at the forefront of travellers”
minds. We will continue to
promote our unique cultural and
natural attractions while

prioritizing sustainable tourism practices to preserve our
destination’s beauty for future generations.”

The St. Kitts Tourism Authority remains committed to its
mission of promoting St. Kitts as a premier destination. With Ms.
Fontenelle at the helm, the organization is poised to continue its
upward trajectory, driving economic growth and enhancing the

quality of life for residents.
As the St. Kitts Tourism

Authority embarks on this new
chapter, it extends its deepest
gratitude to Mr. Thompson for
his outstanding contributions.
His impact will continue to
inspire and guide the
organization as it strives for
excellence in the dynamic and
ever-evolving tourism industry.
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Cricket West Indies Honors
Two Board Directors for
Exemplary Service

B R I D G E T O W N ,
Barbados - Cricket West
Indies (CWI) proudly
recognized two of its
longstanding board directors for
their exemplary service at a
prestigious reception held in
Barbados on Friday, June 28,
2024, the eve of the ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup. The ceremony
celebrated the remarkable
contributions of CWI Directors,
Mr. Enoch Lewis, President of
Leeward Island Cricket Board,
and Mr. Conde Riley, President
of Barbados Cricket
Association.

Mr. Enoch Lewis has
dedicated over 18 years to
CWI, while Mr. Conde Riley
has committed more than 15
years to the organization. Both
men have played pivotal roles
in the development and success
of West Indies cricket. The
awards were presented by Dr.
Kishore Shallow, President of
Cricket West Indies, and Mr.
Azim Bassarath, Vice
President of Cricket West
Indies.

Dr. Shallow praised the
awardees, stating, “Mr. Lewis
and Mr. Riley have shown
unwavering dedication and
leadership within Cricket West
Indies. Their contributions have
been instrumental across
regional cricket from junior to
senior levels, and we are
honoured to recognize their
service. The task of service in
public life is not an easy one; it
requires immense commitment,
sacrifices, integrity, and a
passion for making a
difference. Directors Lewis
and Riley have embodied these
qualities throughout their
tenure.”

The event was graced by the
presence of distinguished

CWI President Dr. Kishore Shallow (left) presents
service award to Mr. Conde Riley.

CWI Vice President Mr. Azim Bassarath presents service
award to Mr. Enoch Lewis

Mr. Conde Riley (left) and Mr. Enoch Lewis (right) after
receiving their service awards.

guests, including the Prime Minister of Barbados, Hon.
Mia Mottley, Prime Minister of Saint Lucia, Hon. Philip
J. Pierre, Prime Minister of Antigua & Barbuda, Hon.
Gaston Browne, President of the Cooperative Republic
of Guyana, H.E Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, and Chairman
of the International Cricket Council, Mr. Greg Barclay.



The Labour Spokesman        FRIDAY, JULY 12TH 2024 17 - CLASSFIED ADS  -

Save
Water

My
‘To Do ‘

List
- JOIN -

The St. Kitts-
Nevis Trades

& Labour
Union

- TODAY -



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, JULY 12TH 202418  -  SPORTS -

Marathon runner
Cherono given seven-
year doping ban

 IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
Lawrence Cherono finished fourth in the men’s marathon at the
Tokyo Olympics

Published  BBC Sports
Kenyan marathon runner Lawrence Cherono

has been given a seven-year ban for
breaching anti-doping rules.

The 35-year-old was given four years for testing positive for a

initially blamed the positive test on an injection given to him by a
doctor to treat stomach pain.

Cherono then changed his story, blaming a mix-up with his
wife’s medication.

Head of the Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) Brett Clothier said
the ban “sends a strong signal” to anyone considering breaking
the rules.

“This decision is testament to the tireless and persistent efforts
of the AIU in investigating doping and the explanations provided
for positive tests,” he added.

“The AIU will leave no stone unturned in carrying out its
mandate.”

Russian figure skater Kamila Valieva was given a four-year
ban earlier this year for testing positive for TMZ shortly before
the 2022 Winter Olympics.

In 2021, 23 Chinese swimmers who tested positive for the
drug were cleared to compete at the Tokyo Games because China

Olympic omission leaves
Norman ‘mentally exhausted’

Phil Norman runs at the 2022 European Championships
IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
Phil Norman’s last major international meeting was the 2022
European Championships
Published  BBC Sports

British 3000m steeplechaser Phil Norman has
said his omission from the Team GB squad

for the Olympic Games has left him “mentally
exhausted”.

The 34-year-old from Barnstaple was 0.15 seconds off the
standard set by UK Athletics (UKA) to be picked for Paris 2024,
but was eligible for selection based on his world ranking.

His time of 8:18.65 - the fastest in the event by a British runner
in 32 years - put him high enough in the rankings to be invited to
take part in the Games, but UKA’s policy is to decline such invites
where the athlete has not met their standard.

Norman ran at the last Olympics in Tokyo and made the final
of the 2022 European Championships.

After being omitted from the squad, Norman appealed against
the decision, but his request was turned down.

He is one of a number of
British athletes who have not
met the UKA’s standard to go
the Olympics, but are eligible
based on their world ranking.

The policy means that Team
GB will have no female
throwers in Paris, with Jade
Lally, Anna Purchase and
Amelia Campbell not selected
in discus, hammer and shot put
respectively.

“The whole process has left
me mentally exhausted,”
Norman said in a statement.

“It has made me ill, and it’s
not only impacted me but also
those close to me, mainly my
wife.

“The result is a huge blow
to athletes who have dedicated
so much of their life to this sport
and it shows complete
disrespect to them, their
achievements and an utter
disregard to athletes’ well-
being.”

Norman, who received no
central funding, balanced
training for the Olympics
alongside working full time.

An online petition set up by
the runner has had more than

banned substance, plus four
more for tampering or
attempting to mislead the
investigation, although that was
reduced by one year for early
admission and acceptance of
the sanction.

Cherono was provisionally
suspended in July 2022 after
testing positive for heart
medication trimetazidine
(TMZ).

The ban is backdated to his
initial suspension, meaning
Cherono will not be able to
compete until 2029.

The former Boston and
Chicago marathon winner

7,000 signatures.
“What needs to change is the treatment of athletes and the

undermining of their performances,” he added.
“Policies need to change to be directly in line with that of World

Athletics and in this case the Olympic Charter.
“I am aware that I have not been able to change anything for

myself but, my hope is that it can help future athletes.”
UKA defended their selection criteria for the Games, which

start on 26 July, with a spokesperson saying that the World Athletics
ranking qualification system was “not a direct invitation to the
athlete to take part”.

“It is a different qualification route for athletes, allowing national
federations to select athletes through this route if they consider it
appropriate to do so,” the spokesperson added.

“UKA’s view is that those athletes should only be selected on
similar principles to those selected through the direct qualification
standards, i.e. those who are capable of making top eight in their
event.

“The UKA standards reflect this and in most cases, those used
for this year’s selection were the same standards we used for the
World Athletics Championships last year.

“In selecting teams there will always be a line with some people
unfortunately on the wrong side of it, and we do understand the
disappointment of those who fall into this category.”

Great Britain will have 64 competitors in athletics in Paris this
summer after a selection process which has been backed by the
head of Team GB.

It includes medal contenders such as 1500m runner Josh Kerr
and heptathlete Katarina Johnson-Thompson, who are both world
champions, reigning 800m silver medallist Keely Hodgkinson and
world indoor pole vault champion Molly Caudery.

“What we’ve seen is that UK Athletics have developed their
selection standard over the first half of 2023,” Team GB’s chef
de mission Mark England told BBC Sport.

“That was announced in July 2023 and every athlete had the
opportunity to see what those standards were, to agree to what
those standards were.

“The coaches and support infrastructure also saw that, so what
we’re now seeing is the outcome of that selection standard, which
is 64 very, very talented athletes who have made the Games.”
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