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Embrace Our
Black Heritage
and Culture

As a people in a predominantly black Caribbean society, tracing
our ancestral roots to the continent of Africa, our stories which
embrace the successes and triumphs as a black people within our
geographical space here in the western world warrants much
celebration and attention.

For instance, the 1935 Buckley’s Riot (28th January 1935)
which is historically known to have championed the cause for the
betterment of the working-class people here in the Federation of
St.Kitts and Nevis and further afield.

The  Rastafari Nyabinghi Theocracy Order must be applauded
for being the focal organising group efforts made to commemorate
the significance of historic day dubbed ‘Buckley’s Uprising’ in
celebration of the success for the rights of workers and social
justice.

The St.Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour Union (SKNT&LU)
founded in 1940-formerly the Workers League (of 1932)-belong
in this conversation when it comes to the subject positively
impacting the well-being of workers.

There are a lot of young people who verbally protest in
conversations that the historic past of St. Kitts and Nevis should
be taught in schools. Some young adults in hindsight of the
education system in gaining knowledge or insight about local history
say things like ‘This is what we should have been studying in
school’ and ‘They had us learning about all kinds of  things except
our own local stuff.”

Many people on a global scale-including here in our Federation-
like to use the famous saying of the late Black nationalist icon
Marcus Garvey -of Jamaica- who expressed that “A people without
knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree
without roots.”

But what is the use of using this quote if
we are not putting the right focus into ensuring
that our future leaders truly understand from
very early and impressionable ages about the
richness and vibrancy of history and culture
as a people. This can be immediately
addressed by revamping our education system
for our youngsters to study our national history
via a curriculum.

Studying local history creates an avenue in
fostering a sense of personal connection and
respect to the past in nurturing the minds of

children and our young people in general to
understand the significance of the particular
historical events that shape our present lives.

The bigger picture is that educating our future
generations of our early childhood unit, primary
school and high school in a structured way no doubt
can have a positive impact in sharing and teaching
the values and understanding of our nation and
cultural heritage.

We have so much to celebrate as a black people!
Let us embrace our local cultural heritage!



The Labour Spokesman        FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 02ND 2024 3 - LOCAL NEWS -

SKNLP Leader:
Foundation Of Country
Built By Party
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 31st January 2024) - Leader of
the St.Kitts-Nevis Labour Party (SKNLP) Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew
has disclosed that “if you look at the foundation on which this country is built,
you would recognise that it is really the history of the St. Kitts and Nevis Labour
Party.”

In outlining areas such as social security, democracy (right to vote), health
care, education system and rights to the land, such sentiments were shared
during his greetings remarks at the church service in observance of the party’s
92nd anniversary held at the Basseterre Wesleyan Holiness Church located on
Cayon Street on Sunday 28th January 2024.

In pointing to the SKNLP’s history, he stated: “I want to say to us that the St.
Kitts Nevis Labor Party, its history, is really the history of St. Kitts and Nevis.
The party was born in 1932, the 25th of January, thereabout; 100 years or so
after emancipation of slavery but the conditions of our people had not changed
much and out of the prayers and the aspirations and the yearnings of the people,
the party was born to respond to the needs of God’s people from the political
perspective.”

Dr. Drew added: “It is the oldest political organization in the English-speaking
Caribbean. There is none in the Bahamas that is older, none in Jamaica that is
older, none in Barbados that is older and none in Guyana that is older or any of
them in between. I am still doing my research. There might be one older than us
in the whole Caribbean and that might be the Communist Party of Cuba but I am
doing my research. Nonetheless, in the English-speaking Caribbean, this
organisation is the oldest political organization, and I say that with pride and I
look at the factors that are responsible for keeping this organization together.”

The SKNLP Leader underscored the significance of the foundational
principles.

“It is not by man’s will alone but the very foundation and the principles on
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which this party was
established, the foundation of
being a force for good connect
to the principles of God. It is
because irrespective of
everything, the foundational
principles keep us together and
bind us together. So when
others fall apart, irrespective of
everything, they keep us
together as an organization.
That is where our strength
really is; the principles that
override everything else.”

Front Banner Image:
Leader of the St. Kitts-
Nevis Labour Party
(SKNLP) and Prime
Minister Dr. Terrance
Drew while giving
remarks at the 92nd
anniversary church
service of the St.Kitts-
Nevis Labour Party on
Sunday 29th January 2024
at the Basseterre
Wesleyan Holiness
Church.

SKNLP Leader: Foundation Of Country
Built By Party

Photos: Group photo highlights outside the Basseterre Wesleyan Holiness Church on Cayon Street in Basseterre as leadership of the St.
Kitts-Nevis Labour Party (SKNLP), party supporters and other well-wishers gather outside the church following the 92nd anniversary
service held on Sunday 28th January 2024 which included the release of the celebratory balloons.
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Customs Department:
No Extension On 2023
Christmas Duty-Free
...OVER 400,000 PACKAGES
PROCESSED
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE,
St.Kitts (Wednesday
31st January 2024) -
There will be no
extension whatsoever
on the Christmas duty-
free concessions,
according to the Head
of the Risk
Management Unit of
the St.Kitts and Nevis
Customs & Excise
Department Desraul
Hazel, who has also
informed about the
“never had” volumes
of over 400,000 (four
hundred thousand)
packages processed.

He made the
disclosure when asked
about such during the
department’s appearance (In observance of International Customs Day) on ‘The
Edge’ radio programme- with host Devonne Cornelius- aired live on ZIZ on Friday
26th January 2024.

“The duty free concessions end on January 31st at 11:59:59 [pm]. There will be
no extension whatsoever; let us make that clear. There is a misconception that is
out in the public that once it arrives in the warehouse in the [United] States, we will
honour it. If it has not landed in St.Kitts by 11:59:59, the goods will be dutiable,”
Hazel stated.

According to him: “Last year the duty free concession started on the 15th of
November. My unit-Risk Management-is the one that processes all incoming courier
cargo. Two days after the announcement, my unit was swamped because people
basically had their carts full waiting for the announcement to click purchase order.
So since then we have been inundated with packages. For the period January 1st
to December 31st 2023, over 400,000 packages were processed by my unit [in]
small St.Kitts; the duty-free concession helped a lot with that.”

As understood in relation to items allowed duty-free “Once it’s for personal
use, there is no limit on the items. We’ve seen everything; everything you can think
of.”

When asked if the over 400,000 is record breaking, Hazel replied “I have to
scrunch the numbers from the years before but we’ve never had these volumes.”

“The basis of risk management is to focus the resources where it is needed so
we have risk criteria and parameters where the lowest cargo, we have a way of
dealing with that to streamline those and then we focus on the high risk cargo. If
risk management was not implemented up [at] Customs, I really don’t know how
we would have survived 2023 because it is impossible for us to check all 400,000
packages but with the risk management in place, it was quite the task but we
achieved it,” was Hazel’s response  when quizzed about dealing with the influx of
so many packages.

As it relates to whether consideration be given for an extension of the duty-free
concession, Hazel expressed: “The concession is a Christmas concession...for
Christmas. It started on November 15th long before Christmas and it ends on the
31st of January long after Christmas so keep that in perspective.”

Photo: Head of the Risk Management Unit of the St.Kitts and Nevis Customs & Excise
Department Desraul Hazel during his appearance on ‘The Edge’ on Friday 26th
January 2024 (credit: Facebook/ZIZBroadcastingCorporation)
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Eastern Benevolent Society
Announces Temporary

Business Closure
January 29, 2024, Basseterre, St. Kitts - Eastern Benevolent Society closes

its doors January 31st 2024 after 43 years in business. The Board of Directors of
the Society made the difficult decision to cease operations immediately because
the funds of the Society are insufficient to meet its financial obligations. The
temporary closure of the Society facilitates a thorough investigation by the Registrar
of Friendly Societies pending the dissolution or winding up of the Society.

Following the investigation more information will be provided to the Members
of the Society at Extraordinary General Meetings to be convened in St. Kitts and
Nevis, respectively. The times and venues for these meetings will be given in a
subsequent notice. Until then the Management of the Society solicits the patience
and understanding of the Members and their families as we work to facilitate a
smooth transition of our Members to other services.

The late Mr. Lloyd G. Procope established the Eastern Benevolent Society in
November 1980 to provide an avenue for Members to prepay funeral expenses.
Our records show that in the last 17 years from November 2006 the Society provided
funeral benefit payouts for 774 late Members in the amount of $2,325,312.75. This
is in addition to the amount paid out between November 1980 and October 2006.
Every Member of the Society has helped in making this possible and for that the
Management of the Society is eternally grateful.

If any Members sadly pass before all matters are resolved, their Personal
Representatives are advised to send a notice of death with a copy of the death
certificate to Eastern Benevolent Society, P.O. Box 1896, Basseterre, St. Kitts or
email a scanned copy to ebsociety@hotmail.com for processing of the funeral
benefit at an appropriate time. Feel free to contact us with any questions or
comments at our email address or at 465-4148 or 665-8968. We cannot fully express
our deep gratitude for the business and support of our Members over the years.

With appreciation,

Board of Directors
Eastern Benevolent Society
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St. Kitts Makes History as
the Largest Cruise Ship in
the World “Icon of The
Seas” Arrives for its
Inaugural Call

Basseterre, St. Kitts (31 January 2024) - St. Kitts, a jewel of the Caribbean,
has reached an electrifying milestone as it welcomed the maiden call of the
magnificent Icon of The Seas, the largest cruise ship sailing the seven seas on the
30th of January 2024. History was made as this colossal vessel graced our shores,

placing St. Kitts at the pinnacle of international recognition and symbolizing an
esteemed badge of honour for the destination, noting that St. Kitts is the first cruise
stop for Icon’s maiden voyage.

Hon. Marsha T. Henderson, Minister of Tourism, exudes a profound sense of
gratitude to Royal Caribbean Group and elation, proclaiming, “It was truly a historic
day for St. Kitts which deserves celebration. The arrival of Icon of The Seas for
its first revenue sailing call is not only historic but an exceptional tribute to the
tireless efforts and unyielding passion of our tourism industry. The profound impact
of Icon’s visit is undeniable. This historic inaugural call will catalyze a true wave of
economic prosperity, breathing new life into the local community and encouraging
an abundance of employment opportunities. The arrival of Icon of The Seas also
solidifies St. Kitts as an elite global cruising destination, propelling the destination to
the forefront of the international tourism landscape.

Boasting an unprecedented capacity to accommodate more than 7,000
passengers and crew, Icon of The Seas redefines the cruise experience and sets a
new benchmark for maritime opulence. This architectural marvel effortlessly melds
innovation, comfort, and entertainment, providing an extraordinary voyage like no
other. From state-of-the-art amenities to immersive experiences, this ship showcases
the pioneering spirit that lies at the heart of the cruise cruise industry.

The CEO of the St. Kitts Tourism Authority, Mr. Ellison Thompson, beamed
with pride and stated, “Icon of the Seas’ inaugural cruise call is certainly an
extraordinary leap forward. St. Kitts joined the Caribbean tourism landscape later
than its Caribbean counterparts and has quickly emerged as a beacon of growth
and prosperity within the region.  And so, with our continued partnership with
Royal Caribbean, we will forge a path of boundless possibilities for both tourists
and locals alike.”

The auspicious moment was commemorated with a plaque exchange ceremony
on board the vessel, attended by dignitaries, tourism officials, and representatives
of the Royal Caribbean Group.

Since 2011, St. Kitts has been very pleased to have welcomed multiple oasis-
class vessels over the years, namely, Wonder of The Seas, Symphony of The Seas,
Harmony of The Seas, Oasis of The Seas, and Allure of The Seas. Subsequently,
the destination adds Icon of The Seas to this stellar roster of premium vessels
docking at its shores.

The future of Sugar City, St. Kitts, gleams with unprecedented promise. With
unwavering dedication, the Ministry of Tourism and the St. Kitts Tourism Authority
steadfastly pursue their mission to entice travelers into venturing deeper into the
rich tapestry of experiences St. Kitts has to offer.
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The Caribbean Science Foundation (CSF) held the second
annual Caribbean STEM Olympiads (CSO) on 17 - 21 January
2024 in a virtual format. In these Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math (STEM) Olympiads, individuals and teams representing
educational institutions, clubs or themselves competed in the (a)
Math Olympiad, (b) Computer Coding Olympiad and (c) Robotics
Olympiad at three different age levels (12 - 15, 16 - 18 and 19 -
21).

The Math Olympiad was held in a Jeopardy-style format and
covered topics ranging from consumer arithmetic to vector
calculus. The Computer Coding Olympiad tasked applicants to
create apps, games, and websites aimed at solving a challenge
faced by Caribbean communities.  The challenges tackled by teams
in the 2024 Olympiads included geohazards and climate change,
inter and intra country transportation, public health, non-
communicable diseases, crime, and money movement and financial
education. The Robotics Olympiad tasked applicants with building
innovative robots from kits at Level I, and complex robots starting
from scratch with a set of random parts at Level III.

A total of 131 students from 11 Caribbean countries registered
for the 2024 Olympiads. After the preliminary rounds, 39 teams
(83 students) made it to the finals. There were 47 finalists in the
Math Olympiad, 22 in the Computer Coding Olympiad, and 14 in
the Robotics Olympiad. Medal certificates and cash prizes of US$
500, 400, 300 and 200 were awarded to the teams winning
platinum, gold, silver, and bronze medals, respectively.  The Awards
and Closing Ceremony, held on Sunday 21 January 2024, revealed
that Jamaica led the medal count with 8 medals, followed by
Antigua and Barbuda with 6, Belize with 4, Barbados with 3, Saint
Lucia with 2, and Grenada, Guyana, Saint Kitts & Nevis and
Trinidad &Tobago with 1 each.

The silver medal for Saint Kitts and Nevis was earned in Level
I of the Computer Coding Olympiad by a 12-year-old student at
Charlestown Secondary School, Abhijith Srinivasan, who formed
the one-man team “CoolXing”. Abhijith presented his video game
titled “Danger Dash” which focused on raising awareness about
geohazards in the Region.

Professor Cardinal Warde, the Interim Executive Director of
the CSF reported that “the STEM outlook for the Region is very
positive.  This year we raised the bar a little higher than it was in
the inaugural year (2023) for the Math Olympiad, and I was again
impressed by the performance of the medalists.  To further raise
the bar for our robotics and coding efforts, starting in April of
2024 the CSF will offer coaching sessions for interested robotics
and coding teams to help them prepare for our 2025 Robotics and
Computer Coding Olympiads.”

The competing students also had a lot to say. Silver medalist
Abhijith Srinivasan stated, “I would like to thank everybody for
this opportunity to compete in the Coding Olympiad. I am forever
grateful. I was inspired when I visited the SPISE scholars, and I
am ready to compete again next year.” Platinum medalist,
â€œTeam PCC Pi-rates” from Trinidad and Tobago stated, â€œwe
would like to thank the CSF for hosting this competition as it helped
to develop our analytical and critical thinking skills and we were
able to apply everything we learnt in order to achieve success.
We look forward to next year’s competition.” Team Ravens of
Jamaica, who won a silver medal in Level 2 Robotics said, “Thank
you on behalf of Team Ravens; this experience was truly amazing,
and we have learnt a lot from this opportunity to participate!”
And then Tejasvarun Kandavel, a 13-year-old student from Guyana
who won a bronze medal in the Level I Computer Coding Olympiad
said, “I would like to thank the CSF for giving me the opportunity
to participate in the Coding Olympiad Finals. I would also like to
thank the judges for reviewing my project and giving me feedback
on how to improve it.”

The Institutional sponsors included CIBC, Emera Caribbean,

Peloton International, Trident
Insurance, and TAG software.
The Caribbean STEM
Olympiads is an initiative of the
CSF - a regional non-profit
NGO with the mission of
assisting with the development
and diversification of the
economies of the Caribbean
Region by promoting STEM
education reform and
stimulating technology-based
entrepreneurship. For more
information on the CSF, the
Caribbean STEM Olympiads
and other programmes run by
the CSF, please visit https://
caribbeanscience.org.

Saint Kitts and Nevis wins
silver medal at 2024 Caribbean
STEM Olympiads

Abhijith Srinivasan of Charlestown Secondary, Saint Kitts & Nevis,
earned a silver medal in Level I of the Computer Coding Olympiad
for his project “Danger Dash” a video game that focused on raising
awareness about geohazards in the Region.
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Scouting
Showcase Enters

Crucial Stage
Some young footballers in St. Kitts and Nevis will know soon

whether they will get an opportunity to either earn a scholarship
to a US college or university to play football, or pursue a
professional path in the sport via a US or Central American football
club. This as the SKNFA Scouting Showcase enters a crucial
stage today. On Tuesday January 30th, a select group of players
from the first day of the combine, were chosen for observation by
the visiting scouts and National Team Coach Francisco Molina,
who observed the players pitchside. Coach Molina said the sessions
have gone well so far. “The scouts, the coaches that came in
from outside of the country, helped us to reduce the quality players
they wanted to see so we accomplished a lot. In the second half
of both slots, there is a lot of quality there,” Molina said.

He said Wednesday, the final day of the combine, a group of
players will be selected after their display of talent on the pitch.
“This is something that for me as a youngster I dreamt about.  I
hope that these guys have the same hunger and enthusiasm that I

had when I was their age. And like I told them, it’s not everyday you have these opportunities,” he
said. Coach Molina praised the SKNFA and all those involved in making the combine possible and
praised the players who came out to the showcase.

Meanwhile, Coach Molina noted that the display of talent, even from the players who were not
selected for Wednesday’s final sessions, was impressive.  He
disclosed that there were about 150 participants over the two
days thus far and that number has been reduced to about 36 players.
“Ever since I got here, and I am not saying this (because I am the
coach), I’ve seen a lot of technical ability, I’ve seen a lot of speed,
Iâ€™ve seen a lot of strength. I haven’t seen a lot of technical
(skills)...but I think that our players have a lot of what it takes (to
succeed),” he said. He suggested that the coaches at the
universities and clubs abroad can help develop the tactical skills
needed in the players. The SKNFA Scouting Showcase is
organized by the SKNFA to provide opportunities for young local
players to pursue either a professional career in the sport or
scholarships to universities and colleges in the United States.
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England’s
hedges would
go around Earth
ten times
Published  BBC News

Somerset   IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
The South West has the biggest share of hedgerows

By Helen Briggs
Environment correspondent

England’s hedgerows would stretch almost
ten times around the Earth if lined up end to

end.
That’s according to a new map - the most comprehensive to

date - of these historic features of the landscape.
Ecologists hope the data will lead to better protections for the

much-loved lines of trees and shrubs that provide food and shelter
for wildlife, and store large amounts of carbon.

Laser scanning from the air reveals a total of 390,000 km of
hedges.

The South West boasts the most hedgerows, led by Cornwall.
Surrey, Hampshire and Berkshire are the counties with the

least - excluding big urban areas.
“We’ve probably got more hedgerows in England than

anywhere else in the world so we’re very lucky to have this huge
resource,” said Dr Richard Broughton of the UK Centre for
Ecology and Hydrology, who led the project.

“As a national policy, we’re trying to expand hedgerows in
this country, and this will tell us where there are gaps in the

hedgerow network that we could fill in.”
Hedgerows have been part of the rural fabric of Britain since

the Bronze Age, marking out boundaries and keeping in cattle.
They contain hundreds of different wild plants, provide shelter

for nesting birds, small mammals and insects, and can capture
and store large amounts of carbon.

About half of Britain’s hedgerows were lost between the 1940s
and 1990s, mostly in England, due to intensive farming and
development

While the loss has slowed since the 1990s, neglect, damage
and removal remain big threats.

sensing data.
Previous analyses have

relied on estimates scaled up
from field surveys.

“This is the first time we’ve
been able to map with Lidar the
whole country, which means
that you don’t have to walk
every hedgerow,” said Dr
Broughton.

“You can just do a sample
of it and then scale up from
there. This gives us more detail
than we’ve had before on such
a large scale.”

The new data calculates
there are 390,000 km of
hedgerows in England
measuring between 1 and 6
metres in height.

Additionally, there are
another 67,000 km of lower
hedges and a further 185,000
km of overgrown hedges above

(cont’d on next page)

Hedges, Cornwall
IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
Hedgerows are part of the cultural landscape of Britain

The new map is based on aerial laser scanning of England’s
entire landscape using Lidar (Light Detection and Ranging) remote
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Shell reports
lower profits as
energy prices
cool
Published BBC News

Levy - on the “extraordinary”
earnings of firms on their UK
operations to help fund a
scheme to subsidise gas and
electricity bills.

Shell confirmed it paid
Â£178m in UK windfall tax for
2022. A company
spokeswoman said the
company paid Â£1.1bn in
overall tax in the UK for 2023,
of which Â£240m was taxed
under the Energy Profits Levy.

Meanwhile, Shell said it
returned $23bn to its
shareholders in 2023, and was
now increasing its dividend by
4% and beginning a $3.5bn
share buyback programme over
the next three months.

Shell said the fall in profit
last year was a result of lower
oil and gas prices, as well as
lower volumes being traded and
lower margins for refining,
which is the process when

Shell tanker
IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES

By Michael Race
Business reporter, BBC News

Oil and gas giant Shell has reported lower annual profits due
to energy prices falling last year.

Profits were $28.2bn (£22.3bn) in 2023, down from $39.9bn
in 2022 which was the company’s highest earnings in its 115-year
history.

Energy firms made record earnings when oil and gas prices
soared in the aftermath of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine amid fears
of supply problems.

Households bills have eased since 2022, but remain at a high
level.

The price of gas and electricity, as well as petrol and diesel,
first began to climb after the end of Covid lockdowns, but surged
in March 2022 after the outbreak of war in Ukraine due to
concerns over supplies.

The price of Brent crude oil reached nearly $128 a barrel
following the invasion, but has since fallen back and is currently
at about $80. Gas prices also spiked but have come down from
their highs.

The 2022 surge in prices led to all energy companies, including
the likes of Shell and BP, to make bumper profits. In response, the
government introduced a windfall tax - called the Energy Profits

crude oil, the raw material extracted from the earth, is made into
products such as diesel.

It added 2023 saw higher liquefied natural gas (LNG) trading.
Many European countries turned to LNG as an alternative source
of energy after Russia cut its supplies of natural gas to continent.

What is LNG and why has it become so important?
As a result, the British company posted profits of $7.3bn in

the final three months of 2023, which exceeded analysts’
expectations but was down from a record $9.8bn in the same
period the year before.

Jamie Maddock, energy analyst at wealth management
business Quilter Cheviot, said Shell’s strong results were driven
by its gas division.

He warned that oil and gas prices were likely to remain
“unpredictable” in 2024 with geopolitical tensions remaining high
in the Middle East.

“It is these sorts of environments that energy giants can thrive
in, as we saw in 2022, so it wouldn’t be a shock to see Shell
continuing to deliver over the course of the year,” he added.

Jonathan Noronha-Gant, senior campaigner at Global Witness,
Senior Campaigner, accused Shell of “choosing climate-wrecking
U-turns and shareholder pay-outs” as a result of its strong profits,
rather than “investing in clean energy”.

Wael Sawan, Shell’s chief executive, said the company in 2024
would continue to “simplify our organisation with a focus on
delivering more value with less emissions”.

England’s hedges
would go around Earth
ten times

6m tall.
The map found:
*   The South West has the
greatest share (24% of
England’s hedges). Excluding
London, the northeast has the
lowest share (4%). The other
regions have 11-13% each.
*   At a county level, Somerset,

Derbyshire and Cornwall have
the highest densities of
hedgerows (hedgerow per km
of each county).
*   Excluding urban areas, the
lowest densities are in Surrey,
Hampshire and Berkshire.
 The government has promised
to create or restore 48,000 km
of hedgerows by 2037, and
72,000 km of hedgerows by
2050, under the new
Environmental Improvement
Plan released a year ago.

(cont’d from last page)
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Seamoss Production Exhibition
Sites To Be Established In St. Kitts
As Part Of Marine Sector
Transformation Strategy

(MOA Basseterre, St.
Kitts, January 25 2024): In
a significant move to transform
the marine sector, the
Department of Marine
Resources St. Kitts and Nevis
is gearing up to establish sea
moss production exhibition sites
over the next few weeks as a
pivotal component of its
Transformation Strategy 2024.
This was revealed by the
Director of Fisheries and
Marine Resources, Mr. Randel
Thompson at a  2024 Work Plan
Presentation, hosted by the
Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Marine
Resources on Tuesday, 23

January 2024.
He said, “Our plan is aquaculture. Getting into aquaculture

and establishing it to a next level, so we are looking at sea moss
production and one of the things that we are looking to do within
the first quarter of this year is to establish exhibition sites and we
will starting between the areas of Old Road to New Guinea. We
want to establish a site there and that site will establish how sea
moss production can be done.” Mr. Thompson also shared that
an exhibition site would be set up in Dieppe Bay due to the benefits
that can be derived from the conditions of the sea in that coastal
area.

He added that stakeholders will be invited to view the
development of the sites to learn about the innovative and
sustainable methods of sea moss farming. “We would also be
inviting stakeholders, young entrepreneurs and fishers to be a part
of the process so that they can see that sea moss production is a

viable way forward that can supplement their income and become
something that they can do full-time”, Thompson expressed.

The Director said once the federation harnesses the potential
of sea moss through training and research conducted at the sea
moss production exhibition sites, St. Kitts and Nevis is poised to
record substantial economic growth, and skilled fisher folk can
further contribute to a more sustainable and resilient marine sector.

Director of Fisheries and Marine Resources, Mr. Randel Thompson
at a  2024 Work Plan Presentation, hosted by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Marine Resources

Save Water
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Shamar Joseph
rewarded with CWI
International
Retainer Contract
1 February 2024

ST. JOHN’S, Antigua - Cricket West Indies (CWI) proudly
announces the upgrade of Shamar Joseph from his current
Franchise contract to a CWI International retainer contract. This
decision comes in recognition of Joseph’s outstanding performance
and invaluable contribution to the recent historic victory against
Australia on their home soil in Brisbane, marking Australia’s first
defeat to the West Indies since 1997.

Enoch Lewis, CWI Director and Chair of the Cricket
Development and Performance Committee expressed, “As
exhilarated as we are, it is also dutiful to elevate Shamar Joseph
to a CWI International retainer contract. His extraordinary talent
and steadfast dedication serve as the cornerstone of our team’s
recent triumph at the Gabba, and such promise merits its due
recognition. Shamar has not just been rewarded with a retained
contract he has earned it.”

Shamar Joseph’s remarkable debut series showcased his
prowess with 13 wickets in two matches, including a match-
winning spell of 7 for 68 in the decisive second test. His
performance, coupled with his dedication, exemplifies the spirit of
West Indies cricket.

Director of Cricket, Miles Bascombe, remarked, “Shamar’s
elevation to a CWI International retainer contract reflects his
potential and the bright future ahead for West Indies cricket. We
have also offered Chemar Holder a franchise contract as we
double down on securing the best fast-bowling talent available.
We are excited to see both men continue to excelâ€€.

With these contract upgrades, CWI reaffirms its commitment
to nurturing talent and fostering excellence within the team. Shamar
Joseph’s journey exemplifies the promising future of West Indies
cricket, and we look forward to his continued success. Meanwhile,
we will continue to support Chemar Holder who returned from
injury rehabilitation and has shown signs of eagerness to be
reintegrated at the highest level.

Akeal Hosein
Alzarri Joseph
Shamar Joseph
Brandon King
Gudakesh Motie
Rovman Powell
Kemar Roach
Jayden Seales
Romario Shepherd

Shamar Joseph’s remarkable debut series showcased his prowess with 13 wickets in two matches,
including a match-winning spell of 7 for 68 in the decisive second test.

The full list of Men’s
International retainers for 2023/

24 are:

CONTRACTED PLAYERS
West Indies Men
Alick Athanaze
Kraigg Brathwaite
Keacy Carty
Tagenarine Chanderpaul
Joshua Da Silva
Shai Hope

Community Notice
The general public is invited to the first open engagement

of the Turn Around Agenda (TAG) of 2024 on Sunday,
February 04. Guest presenter Lyndon Gardiner, Founder of
interCaribbean Airways will share insight on the theme
â€œIâ€™m Possibleâ€€ at this uplifting event. The interactive
engagement starts at 4:30 p.m. at the Antioch Baptist Church,
Lime Kiln Commercial Development.

Persons of all ages are strongly encouraged to attend and
bring along a friend. There is no admission fee.

Sanitize / Wear Your Mask
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Ras Kelly Says
‘Showcase’ Was Perfect
Icon Welcoming Song
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Wednesday 31st January 2024) - Kevin ‘Ras
Kelly’ Kelly, the reigning Sugar Mas Soca Monarch winner and lead vocalist for
the  winning ‘Showcase’ Road March tune by Small Axe Band is happy to have
gotten the opportunity to perform his ‘big’ song in celebration of the island’s
welcoming the world’s largest cruise ship ‘Icon of The Seas’ on its maiden call
having visited the shores of St.Kitts as its first stop.

In an exclusive interview with this reporter following his on land performance
of the ‘Showcase’ jam at Port Zante on Tuesday 30th January 2024, he had this to
say about the experience: “It was very epic! It was good I could say and the

masqueraders, they join in so they make it bigger and better!”
That outdoorsy event, organized by the St.Kitts Tourism Authority, featured an

entertainment session showcasing local creative talents including masquerades,
both male and female models wearing Sugar Mas 42 troupe costumes and also the
reigning Sugar Mas steel pan competition champions EBJ Harmonics.

Both locals and visitors were seen dancing about with merriment enjoying
themselves.

Commenting on the significance of the local talents of the creative industry
linked to the tourism product, Kelly gave his opinion that more artistes should sing
patriotic songs in upholding traditions.

“Well, I think everyone should sing about something about the country, about
the craft, about the culture and about the heritage, you know? Because it’s like
tradition and we have to keep the tradition going- Masquerade, bull, clowns. You
have so much things we could sing about, about the Arawaks, you know. To keep
the tradition going in St. Kitts. So what was the inspiration for your song?”

Asked about his inspiration for the ‘Showcase’ song, he lyrically responded:
“The inspiration for my song was making ‘St. Kitts and Nevis bigger and better for
the world to see! Carnival right here in SKB!”

Kelly also shared that his song was the perfect one for the welcoming of the
Icon of The Seas’ occasion. “because if you listen, I changed the lyrics. Instead of

saying Carnival, I said, let’s make the
Icon bigger, Icon bigger! So, that’s when
they called me [Tourism Authority]
‘They said ‘We want you to change the
lyrics a little bit’. And, I’m not being
boasting, but this song could sing for any
place. I could go to Dominica and say,
‘let’s make Dominica. I could say, let’s
make Antigua big... Any country
because this song is universal!’

In other entertainment news,
students of the Cradles Learning Centre
have won the hearts of many nationals
and visitors alike with their patriotic poem
performance aboard the massive vessel
saying each letter of ‘ICON OF THE
SEAS’ and what it stands for in
expressing That’s what St.Kitts means
to me!” with a “Welcome to St.Kitts!”
as the ending phrase.

C is for Culture, O is for Ocean
breeze, S is for Sugar Sweet memories,
T is for Traditional, H is for History and
A is for Adventure were some of the
lines.

Videos of the children’s performance
have gone viral on social media
platforms as many people applaud the
patriotic brilliant confidence of the little
ones who received thunderous applause
from their live audience that day.
Front Page Photo: Kevin ‘Ras
Kelly’ Kelly, the reigning Sugar
Mas Soca Monarch winner and
lead vocalist for the winning
‘Showcase’ Road March tune by
Small Axe Band seen while
performing at Port Zante on
Tuesday 30th January 2024, as
part of the welcoming activities
for the world’s largest cruise ship
‘Icon of The Seas’ on its maiden
call to the shores of St.Kitts
(Spokesman Snap)
Photo: Section of the audience gathered
on Port Zante (Spokesman Snap)
Photo: Students of the Cradles Learning
Centre performing their patriotic
welcome poem by saying each letter of
‘ICON OF THE SEAS’ and what it stands
for in expressing “That’s what St.Kitts
means to me!” with a “Welcome to
St.Kitts!” as the ending phrase
(Facebook/Kittitian Heartbeat)
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By: Spokesman Newsroom
BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 1st February 2024)

- “...I’m getting calls and people are concerned. That’s why the
board made a decision that I should come and clear the air; let
people know that we are different entities and we have nothing
really to do with the society. We are up and running. The funeral
home is up and running and that is why I am here to clear the air
on any misunderstandings or misgivings.”

So said Chairman of the Eastern Benevolent Society Funeral
Home Theodore Brown during an appearance on ZIZ’s live
broadcast ‘Morning Show’ with host G-Cue on Thursday 1st
February 2024.

Such sentiments have been expressed in light of the
controversial “investigation” announcement by the Eastern
Benevolent Society in claiming that it is closed.

The opening part of a press release issued - dated January 29,
2024 - by General Manager/Secretary Lincoln Carty highlighted:
â€œEastern Benevolent Society closes its doors January 31st 2024,
after 43 years in business. The Board of Directors of the Society
made the difficult decision to cease operations immediately
because the funds of the Society are insufficient to meet its
financial obligations. The temporary closure of the Society
facilitates a thorough investigation by the Registrar of Friendly
Societies pending the dissolution or winding up of the Society. â € €

Meanwhile, commenting on the difference between the two
entities, Brown replied: â€œWell, the difference is that the funeral
home, we take care of remains, human remains. Just that. Society
is a different entity. I don’t know what they do, but we are, we
used to be together but after some differences with the funeral
home board and the former manager, Lincoln Carty, we decided,

look, let us relieve him of his
position and we’re on our own.”

Brown continued: “And I
am very much as the public too
is very much concerned
because of how it went out via
social. I’m very much
concerned about the social
media and the hype it had and,
you know, people call me from
all overseas, ‘Mr. Brown what’s
happening? I said, ‘I don’t
know what is happening, but
we are not in anything like that’
and just to let the public know
that we are legally constituted,
unlike the society, this funeral
home is legally constituted.”

“So I just want the public to
know we are in good standing.
We are open for business and
no time we say we’re going to
close. So do not get mixed up
with the funeral home and the
society. Yes, we are the Eastern
Benevolent Society funeral
home and they are the Eastern
Benevolent Society. We are
two entities. We are governed
by a board of directors of which

“...I’m getting calls and people
are concerned” - Society
Funeral Home Chairman

I’m the chairman...”
Notably, Brown has been the Chairman since 2017.
The Eastern Benevolent Society Funeral Home is located in

the Camps Village community in Basseterre.

Front Page Image: The Eastern Benevolent Society
Funeral Home is located in the Camps Village
community in Basseterre (Credit: Facebook/ Eastern
Benevolent Society Funeral

Photo: Chairman of the Eastern Benevolent Society Funeral Home
Theodore Brown (Credit: Facebook/ Eastern Benevolent Society
Funeral Home)

 -    NEWS -
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Tiger Woods and Rory
McIlroy to benefit as PGA
Tour signs $3bn SSG deal
Published  BBC Sports

By Iain Carter
BBC golf correspondent

The PGA Tour has agreed a private equity deal worth
around $3bn (Â£2.36bn) with a group of investors led by

the Fenway Sports Group, which owns Liverpool FC.

As a result, golfers who have remained loyal to the tour and rejected advances
from the rival LIV Golf circuit are set to receive $1.5bn in immediate and future
equity.

Members have been briefed on the deal, which has been in the pipeline since
December last year. This coincides with the launch of PGA Tour Enterprises, a
newly formed for profit company which has been initially valued at $12bn and will
run parallel with the non-profit, tax-exempt tour.

PGA Tour commissioner Jay Monahan, who will serve as chief executive of
the new profit seeking enterprise, said: “Today marks an important moment for the
PGA Tour and fans of golf across the world.

“By making PGA Tour members owners of their league, we strengthen the
collective investment of our players in the success of the PGA Tour.”

In a joint statement, PGA Tour player directors Patrick Cantlay, Peter Malnati,
Adam Scott, Webb Simpson, Jordan Spieth and Tiger Woods, added: “We were
proud to vote in unanimous support of this historic partnership.

“It was incredibly important for us to create opportunities for the players of
today and in the future to be more invested in their organisation, both financially
and strategically.”

Fenway front the Strategic Sports Group (SSG), a conglomerate of leading
sports investors who are providing the cash injection.

Other members of SSG include Arthur Blank (owner of the Atlanta Falcons),
Wyc Grousbeck (Boston Celtics), Marc Lasry (Milwaukee Bucks), Tom Ricketts
(Chicago Cubs), Cohen Private Ventures (New York Mets) and HighPost Capital.

SSG will invest up to $3bn into PGA Tour Enterprises with an initial input of half
that amount. Players will receive equity in the new company based on playing
achievements, tour status and future participation.

As yet there is no involvement from Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund
(PIF), although the PGA Tour confirmed talks are ongoing over future investment.

The PGA Tour, along with Europe’s DP World Tour, have been in talks with
PIF - who fund LIV Golf - and a framework agreement announced in June last

IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
Jay Monahan (left) and John Henry, principal of Fenway Sports Group, signed the
deal on 31 January

year has still to be ratified.
LIV’s season begins in Mexico on Friday with new signings Tyrrell Hatton and

Adrian Meronk joining Masters champion Jon Rahm as debutants on the circuit.
The recruitment of this high profile trio of European stars has heaped yet more

pressure on the golf establishment. In the past two years LIV have lured major
winning talents including Brooks Koepka, Dustin Johnson, Bryson DeChambeau
and Cameron Smith.

But the SSG deal brings a measure of security to the PGA Tour which is
strategically aligned to the DP World Tour.

The PGA Tour says that strategic alliance remains a focus and discussions are
continuing about a benefitial way forward.

The American circuit is committed to a string of $20m ‘Signature Events’,
introduced to keep pace with LIV’s lucrative calendar of 14 tournaments.

It remains unclear when or if golf will unite under an agreed schedule that
would allow players to compete on both the LIV and PGA tours.

Rory McIlroy, previously an arch critic of the Saudi funded circuit, said this
week that he had “changed my tune” as he called for reconciliation.

Speaking before the $20m Pebble Beach pro-am in California, the world number
two from Northern Ireland said: “I see where golf is and I see that having a
diminished PGA Tour and having a diminished LIV Tour or anything else is bad for
both parties.”

Bryson DeChambeau says
PGA Tour-LIV Golf
merger needed to bring golf
‘back together’
Published BBC Sports

Media caption,
I hope we’ll come back together - DeChambeau
Former US Open champion Bryson DeChambeau says a merger between the

PGA Tour and LIV Golf “needs to happen” to bring the sport “back together”.
Negotiations between the PGA Tour and Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment

Fund (PIF), which bankrolls LIV Golf, are continuing after they failed to reach an
agreement by the end of 2023.

On Wednesday, the PGA Tour said that while talks have progressed, no deal
has yet been finalised.

The new LIV season begins on Friday.
The first event is in Mayakoba, Mexico.
“We’re just going to continue down our own roads and how it all integrates and

comes together is something to be seen,” said American DeChambeau, 30, who
joined LIV last summer.

“I hope at some point we’ll come back together. It needs to happen. I hope
people can just put down their weapons and come to the table and figure it out.

“As time goes on, I think things will settle down in a positive way for both.”
Loyal PGA Tour stars to get equity from $3bn SSG deal
Earlier this week, four-time major champion Rory McIlroy admitted he had

“changed his tune” on LIV Golf and no longer thinks players should be punished if
they return to the PGA Tour.

LIV players are currently banned from playing on the Tour, and with LIV
tournaments not receiving world ranking points, fewer players on the Saudi-backed
series are qualifying for the majors.

Spain’s former world number one Jon Rahm, who is among the players who
will make their LIV debut in Mexico, says McIlroy’s change of heart marks an
“important statement for change”.

The reigning Masters champion said: “I haven’t spoken to [McIlroy] a lot recently,
but he might have had a change in thought process, as in maybe with some of the
things he said in the past.

“I think he might be seeing that the landscape of golf is changing and at some
point, you need to evolve.

“It’s nice to have the support from a player the calibre of Rory, especially those
Ryder Cup remarks he made early on. I think that’s an important statement for
change to be said.”

Rahm’s new Legion XIII team-mate Tyrrell Hatton, who joined LIV earlier this
week, added: “I’ve spoken to Rory a bit in the past week and back in December.
It’s not a surprise to hear him say [positive things] in the media.

“Ultimately, I would like to still be able to play events on the other two tours.
But we’ll see how all that works out.”
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