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Rooting For
‘Hair’ Freedom
and Creativity

In Schools
So we have seen at the start of the new school year

here in St.Kitts-Nevis, many students-both girls and boys
are making good on the new hair guidelines which many
children - and by extension their parents and guardians
are pleased about.

The boys can now sport an afro and plait their hair
while the girls can add some hair braid extensions but
not longer than shoulder length.

It is certainly amazing how political hair is around the
world, and not just in the school systems but in societies
at large. It is no secret that certain systems, organization
and individuals have discriminatory positions and ‘old
school’ opinions on how children should wear their hair.
What is more, our black race has had a history of
oppression relating to the hair expression of our melanin
identity and features.

Although the school hair rules have changed in the
Federation, not everyone in society is smiling about it.

Some people would say it is just hair and the
seriousness and rules about how students wear it really
should not be a big deal once it is neat and tidy.

And while those statements are true to some extent,
for religious purposes hair is not just hair but rather

symbolism of faith. Hence, over the
years children from Rastafarian
households have long had the right to
wear their knotty locs; though a few
hurdles had to be crossed. Wearing locs
has been a norm for students who
choose it as a hairstyle.

Kudos to the Ministry of Education
for plucking the old ways of ‘policing’
children’s hair and giving the students
an opportunity to be creative in
expressing their individuality while in
a learning environment.

“What does hair have to do with a
child’s learning?” is a popular question
for those of the side of rooting in their
support for flexibility when it comes to
the topic of school rules about hair.

We are happy that the children are
happy. This surely sends a positive

message to the students about embracing
their identity and creativity. We are also quite
pleased that the students whose short made
them worry about their image, will get a
boost of confidence with a natural-like flare
to their experience at school.

In today’s world where many children get
worry about their self-image and discovering
their developing personalities-especially
through their adolescent years-it is certainly
comforting to know that their ‘crowning
beauty’ will help to create a sense of pride,
style, comfort and confidence.
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Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew to Headline SKNAT’s
Pre-Independence Event Celebrating Saint Kitts and Nevis’

40th AnniversaryBasseterre, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, September 7, 2023
(Press Secretary, PMO) - The
Honourable Dr. Terrance M.
Drew, Prime Minister of St. Kitts
and Nevis, is set to be the
distinguished Guest Speaker at the
upcoming St. Kitts and Nevis
Association of Toronto (SKNAT)
Pre-Independence Event, an
occasion dedicated to celebrating
Saint Kitts and Nevis’ 40th
Anniversary of Independence.
This event promises an afternoon
of inspiration, entertainment, and
community spirit.

The event is slated for Sunday,
September 10, 2023, at the Venu
Event Space, 2800 Hwy 7,
Woodbridge, Ontario at 2:00 p.m.

The celebration will also be
enriched by the presence of St.
Kitts and Nevis’ beloved recording
artist, Mr. Kervin Benjamin,
Ambassador to the Ministry of
Creative Economy and Sports,
popularly known as “Infamus,”
who will grace the stage with his
musical talents, adding a vibrant
and culturally significant dimension
to the festivities.

Mr. Kervin “Infamus” Benjamin, Ambassador to the
Ministry of Creative Economy and Sports

The Prime Minister’s delegation also includes
the Permanent Secretary in the Prime Minister’s
Office, Mr. Glenroy Blanchette, and Senior
Foreign Affairs Officer, Mr. Samuel Berridge.

The event will also feature a range of
entertainment options, with exciting prizes to be
won, adding to the celebratory atmosphere.

This event serves as a platform for the Saint
Kitts and Nevis diaspora in Toronto to come
together, socialize, and honor the rich history and
achievements of their homeland as the country
reaches this significant milestone.
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Sugar Mas Queen Pageant
Contestants Showcase
Diverse Body Type Beauties
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 7th September 2023)
- Six contestants for the Miss St.Kitts-Nevis National Queen
Pageant have been unveiled, featuring a field of diverse body
type beauties  ready to take to the stage to vie for the prestigious
Sugar Mas (St.Kitts-Nevis National Carnival) title.

They are Ambassador #1: 20-year-old Ry’anna Buchanan (from
Middle Island), Ambassador #2: 23-year-old Azariah Vanterpool
(from Half Way Tree), Ambassador #3: 19-year-old Jeymi Peets
(from Camps), Ambassador #4: 22-year-old Shavel Watson (from
Buckley’s), Ambassador #5: 25-year-old Desanne Maynard
(Carifesta Village, St.Peter’s) and Ambassador #6: 23-year-old
Desnarine Hanley (from St.Peter’s).

At a Sugar Mas 52 launch ceremony held on Wednesday 6th
September 2023 at the Royal St.Kitts Hotel, the ambassadors
were showcased via pre-recorded video presentation followed
by in-person introduction while strutting and posing in identical
sparkly aqua green dresses. The short fitted dressed collectively
displayed their various curves before the audience gathered at
the sponsorship type cocktail event.

That night marked 100 days until Sugar Mas 52.
Among those in attendance were sponsors, perspective

sponsors and members of the media.
The well-anticipated pageant is slated to take place on Thursday

December 28th, 2023 at the Warner Park Cricket Stadium in
Basseterre.

Carnival Chairperson Shannon Hawley stated during her
remarks: “I would like to express my gratitude for everyone to
everyone who is here this evening. We’re really appreciative to
see so many sponsors and prospective sponsors who have graced
us with your presence midweek to witness the reveal of these six
beautiful Contestants as well as to receive an update on the
National Carnival activities.”

“You guys were absolutely amazing this evening your grace
your poise your talented and your testament to the depth that
resides in our nation. It’s not easy to enter the National Carnival
Queen competition and we’re so grateful that the six of you have
made that decision to enter the competition and we look forward
to one of the best Miss St.Kitts and Nevis Queen Pageants in the
history of St.Kitts and Nevis,” she also commented in applauding
“the exceptional six young ladies.”

Speaking about the nature of the launch  event, Hawley said:
“Today we celebrate more than just a gathering of generous
supporters and sponsors. We celebrate a shared vision of unity
culture and the boundless potential of our beloved sugar mass. It
is with great pleasure that I extend my heartfelt appreciation to
each and every one of you for joining us on this super exciting
journey. Our early launch of Sugar Mas 52 has ignited a fervor of
anticipation among our community and beyond The response to
our launch of sugar mass has been overwhelming and we have
witnessed an unprecedented surge in participation as you heard
earlier today for every single carnival event as well as for private
events J’ouvert and the Grand Parade. From the pulsating rhythms
of panorama to the exceptional gifts showcased in our talented

teens, from the soul-stirring
melodies of Calypso and Soca
to the regal elegance of the
Miss St.Kitts and Nevis
[Queen] Pageant. Our carnival
events have become alive like
never before.”

She continued: “This early
start has also given us the
opportunity to make thoughtful
adjustments to our carnival
events ensuring that each
experience is more
extraordinary than the last. As
you have seen here tonight, this
collaborative spirit has been the
driving force behind the
innovative changes that will
enhance the carnival
experience for all stakeholders
including you as sponsors. As
we stand on the cusp of another
carnival season. Allow me to
extend my heartfelt gratitude
and appreciation to the
dedicated sponsors who have
stood by our side year after

year nurturing the spirit of sugar mass and helping it evolve into
the dazzling spectacle it is today. Your unwavering commitment
and support have elevated our carnival to new heights allowing us
to create lasting memories and cherish traditions for generations
to come. We look forward to your continued support for Sugar
Mas 52, and to all prospective sponsors who have joined us this
evening as I said earlier you will be receiving your sponsorship
proposals from us within the next 24 hours...”

The Carnival Chairperson thanked her a dedicated team and
our executive members and support staff.

In closing, Hawley encouraged  all: “Let us forge ahead with a
renewed sense of purpose and enthusiasm. Our St.Kitts and Nevis
National Carnival is more than even an event; it is a celebration
of who we are where we come from and the limitless potential
that lies ahead of us. May the spirit of sugar mass continue to
inspire us all.”
Front Banner image (cropped from official event poster) -
(Left to Right)- Ambassador #3: Jeymi Peets,Ambassador
#1: Ryâ€™anna Buchanan, Ambassador #2: Azariah
Vanterpool, Ambassador #5: Desanne Maynard,
Ambassador #6: Desnarine Hanley and Ambassador #4:
Shavel Watson (Source: Facebook/
St.KittsNevisNationalCarnival)
Photo: Carnival Chairperson Shannon Hawley while making
remarks during the Sugar Mas 52 launch ceremony held on
Wednesday 6th September 2023 at the Royal St.Kitts Hotel
(Spokesman Screenshot:Facebook/St.KittsNevisNationalCarnival)
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SKN Officials
Monitor Hurricane
Lee During Rapid
Increase Stage
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 7th September 2023)
- “As Hurricane Lee continues to grow in intensity and size, we
expect the wind feel to expand as well. For us here in St.Kitts,
we’re going to be closely monitoring it.”

So said Senior Metrological Officer at the St.Kitts Met Office
(of the St. Christopher and Air and Sea Ports Authority-SCASPA)
Elmo Burke while speaking on Freedom FM’s ‘Issues’ programme
aired live on Thursday 7th September 2023, joined in studio by his
colleague  Deputy National Disaster Coordinator at the National
Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) Oureika Lennon-
Petty.

According to him: “There is a low chance of us getting sustained
winds in the vicinity of storm force. At this moment, we are not
anticipating that at a high level. In relation to rainfall, the early
projections are  ...just about just over an inch of rainfall from the
passage recognizing that the system  is likely to pass  quite a bit
north from us . The early estimates are in the vicinity of about 300
miles to our north. We’re gonna monitor it to make sure that the
system safely pass our way before we discontinue any
monitoring...”

He went on to say: “We’re looking at increased
cloudiness...some rain; more so Saturday into Sunday and
deterioration in sea conditions are likely to probably last into the
earlier part of next week. As the system is north of us... we can
probably see some northern swells in the area so there is the
possibility that seas could be a bit choppy or rough into the earlier
part of next week especially from the northern side of the island.”

In giving advice to sea bathers and fishermen, he commented
“we would recommend once sea conditions have started to
deteriorate  to avoid the seas as much as possible  because it
doesn’t make sense to put your  life at risk so that would be our
recommendation from the met office.”

Also, concerning residents in the coast line communities on
western side of island “especially those in half way tree area who
live on the coast line, we’re asking you to monitor the coast line;
monitor the sea action. If you are threatened and you have to
move ‘[then] move.  At this moment, we are not anticipating any
significant storm surge; nonetheless we’re going to be monitoring
to see if they’ll be any changes or updates accordingly.”

Burke said there is a potential for the increase in choppiness
or increase in rough conditions to wrap around the island as we
move through the weekend- Friday/ Saturday.

“So as we move later into the weekend [, the Caribbean  sea
side is  likely to be impacted so first it’s gonna be the Atlantic side
which is Conaree  to Dieppe Bay side  and then as the system
moves north  of us, eventually some of that choppiness ; rough
conditions is gonna wrap around into the Caribbean Sea side.”

Commenting on the latest on Hurricane Lee during his radio
interview session that afternoon, Burke stated: “In relation to
hurricane Lee, as of 11 o’clock that morning on the 7th of
September Hurricane Lee was located 16.4 degrees north, 50.0
degrees west which put it at approximately 840 miles east of
St.Kitts and Nevis. It was moving in a west north westerly direction
at about 15 miles per hour and has sustained winds of 105 miles
per hour.”

He pointed out that at 5 o’ clock, there was winds in the vicinity
of 80- miles per hour whilst adding “so persons would recognize
that within a six-hour span, it has now increased by 25 miles per
hour. So it’s now going through the stage of rapid intensification
that we would have been speaking about for the past few days.”

The Senior Met Officer informed also that tropical storm force

winds extend outward 90 miles from the center and hurricane force winds extend outward 25 miles.

At 5:00PM advisory on Hurricane Lee- Thursday 7th September 2023 provided by NEMA and the
St.Kitts MET Office.
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Nevis now exporting spiced
rum to international markets

other small
manufacturers in
the coming
weeks to
highlight the
growing light
manufacturing
sector on the
island.

T h e
H o n o u r a b l e
Premier said all
of Nevis should
be proud that the
small island is
n o w
manufacturing
doors, windows,
fencing wire,
g a l v a n i z e
r o o f i n g ,
c a b i n e t r y ,
m o l d i n g s ,
furniture, bottled
water, food
products, natural
beauty products,
and face masks.

NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (September 06,
2023)- The Honourable Mark
Brantley, Premier of Nevis, is
commending Mr. Mark Theron,
the owner of Clifton Estate
Rum Company, for expanding
his business to make the spiced
rum an official export of Nevis.

Premier Brantley, Minister
of Trade in the Nevis Island
Administration (NIA) said, “As
we continue to support our
growing niche manufacturing
sector in Nevis, I had the
opportunity to visit the factory
for Clifton Estate Rum at Long
Point. I was impressed that
Clifton Estate Rum is now
being sold in the United States,
United Kingdom and the

European Union, making it a
genuine export product from
Nevis.”

During the visit Mr. Theron
gave the Premier a tour of his
operation and allowed him to fill
his own bottle of rum. The
manufacturer also revealed his
plans to expand his business.

“The expansion plan to
become a full distillery in short
order was also music to my
ears,”  Premier stated,
describing the existing set-up at
the factory as â€œimpressive”.

“The NIA welcomes
investors in manufacturing and
encourages others both foreign
and local to come forward and
partner with us as we build out
this sector and further diversify

the Nevis economy.”
The Hon. Brantley also

applauded Mr. Theron for
making the factory a tourist
attraction with visitors being
able to tour the facility, bottle
their own rum and taste the
various liqueurs and spirits
being produced.

Mr. Theron said, “It was a
pleasure to have the Premier
visit our facility and share what
we have built on Nevis. He
added that he has every
intention to continue to build the
Clifton Estate Rum brand.

The tour of the Clifton Estate
Rum factory visit on Monday,
September 04, was the first of
several on the Premier’s roster.
He intends to visit a number of

Part of the distilling operation at the Clifton Estate Rum Company
located in Long Point, Nevis

Premier of Nevis Hon. Mark Brantley (r) with
Mr. Mark Theron owner of Clifton Estate Rum
Company at the factory on Nevis where the rum
is distilled

Mr. Mark Theron (l) owner of Clifton Estate Rum Company outlines
expansion plans to Premier of Nevis Hon. Mark Brantley (r)
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Well-Known Community Figure,
Businessman Laid To rest
By: Precious Mills

Section of those gathered at the Warner Park Cricket Stadium for the service for the thanksgiving of life for Mr. Rudolph â€˜Paâ€™ Morton (Spokesman Snap)

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Wednesday 6th September 2023)-At age 79,
well-known family man, businessman, political activist of the St.Kitts-Nevis Labour
Party (SKNLP) and social activist Mr. Rudolph Morton better known as ‘Pa’ or
‘Rudy’, was laid to rest on Monday 4th September 2023 at the Springfield Cemetery

in Basseterre.
The service of

thanksgiving for his life
was held at the Warner
Park Cricket Stadium,
which saw a broad
section of people from all
walks of life paying their
respect to their loved one,

friend, colleague and comrade including Governor
General Dame Marcella Liburd and Prime Minister
and SKNLP Leader Dr. Terrance Drew, along with
other government ministers and other officials.

Bishop Cyprian Williams of the New Birth Gospel
Tabernacle- a longtime friend of Mr. Morton-delivered
the pastoral message.

Notably, Mr. Morton was a trustee of the worker’s
representative organisation, the St.Kitts-Nevis Trades
and Labour Union whose executive members were

(cont’d on next page)
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Well-Known
Community Figure,
Businessman Laid
To rest

among those present.
A wreath was laid by the SKNT&LU President Mr. Sydney

Bridgewater, a longtime friend and comrade.
More coverage about Mr. Rudolph ‘Pa’ Morton funeral service

as well as a flashback media interview event to be featured in
next week’s publication.

Front Page Image: Pall bearers make their way through
the Springfield Cemetery in Basseterre carrying the
casket of the late Rudolph ‘Pa’ Morton on Monday 4th

President of the St.Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour Union
(SKNT&LU) Mr. Sydney Bridgewater, a longtime friend and
comrade of the late Rudolph ‘Pa’ Morton lays a wreath at the
Springfield Cemetery (Spokesman Snap)

(cont’d from last page)

September 2023. His sons Rudolph II Morton (right) and Kwamin Morton (left) are
seen at opposite at the front. Officiating Minister, Bishop Cyprian Williams of the
New Birth Gospel Tabernacle- a longtime friend of Mr. Morton- leads the procession
to the burial spot.(Spokesman Snap)
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Poultry Farmers Receive
Training To Enhance Layer
Chicken Production

learn best agricultural practices
with a focus on the topics
poultry breeds, poultry housing
and management of the housing
environment.

The St. Kitts and Nevis

(Basseterre, St. Kitts, September 04 2023)- As the
government of St. Kitts and Nevis continues in strides to further
develop and improve the management capacity and sustainability
of the poultry industry, farmers on island were given the
opportunity to expand their knowledge and improve their technical
skills at a Layer Chicken Farmer training on Thursday, 31st August
2023 at the Department of Agriculture’s Large Conference Room,
La Guerite, St. Kitts.

Organized by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Marine
Resources and Coopertives, the Layer Chicken session was held
in collaboration with the Taiwan Technical Mission. Project
Manager, Mr. Willy Liao facilitated the training.

The session also provided an opportunity for technical staff

and agricultural stakeholders to

Layer Chicken Industry
Sustainable Development
Project between the
Government of St. Kitts and
Nevis and the Government of
the Republic of China (Taiwan)
was developed to improve the
management capacity and
establish a sustainable
management model for the
layer chicken industry through
technical capacity building.

The successful completion
of this project is expected to
help achieve stable production
and supply of over twenty
thousand day-old chicks per
year for both meat and egg
production within the twin
island federation.
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Prime Minister Hon. Dr. Terrance Drew addressing the seniors at the
Seniors Independence Cultural Celebration at the National Heroes
Park

Basseterre, Saint Kitts and Nevis, September 7, 2023,
(Press Secretary, PMO) - Prime Minister of Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Hon Dr. Terrance Drew attended the Seniors Independence
Cultural Celebration held at the National Heroes Park on
Wednesday 6th September, and shared words of inspiration and
heartfelt gratitude for the seniors who have been the bedrock of

Prime Minister Hon Dr. Terrance Drew
Celebrates Seniors at Independence
Cultural Celebration

wisdom and experience within the nation. The event, which
celebrated the invaluable contributions of seniors within the
Federation of Saint Kitts and Nevis, was a heartwarming occasion
marked by a sense of togetherness, appreciation, and cultural
enrichment.

Prime Minister Drew, in his remarks to the gathered seniors

and attendees, acknowledged
the immeasurable sacrifices
and dedication of the elderly
citizens and highlighted their
crucial role in shaping the
history and culture of Saint
Kitts and Nevis.

“I want to take this
opportunity to wish you a happy
40th Anniversary of
Independence. I also want to
take this opportunity to thank
each and every one of you for
contributing to the development
of Saint Kitts and Nevis. You
were the generation that
worked hard and made sure
that Saint Kitts and Nevis
would become an independent
country, and we cannot take
your efforts for granted. For
that, on behalf of the
Government and the People of
Saint Kitts and Nevis, I want
to say thank you very much for

(cont’d on next page)

 - LOCAL NEWS -
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Scenes from the Seniors Independence Cultural Celebration at the
National Heroes Park
various community organizations and volunteers who worked
tirelessly to create a memorable and meaningful experience for
all attendees.

Prime Minister Hon
Dr. Terrance Drew
Celebrates Seniors at
Independence Cultural
Celebration
the sacrifices that you made so
that we can be an independent
nation. You are the ones who
built the foundation on which
we stand”, said Prime Minister
Drew.

During the event, attendees
were treated to a diverse array
of cultural performances,
showcasing the vibrant heritage
and traditions of the Federation.
It was a memorable occasion

where generations came
together to celebrate the spirit
of independence and honor the
seniors who have contributed
significantly to the nation’s
progress.

Prime Minister Drew’s
presence at the Seniors
Independence Cultural Event
underscored the government’s
commitment to recognizing and
uplifting the elderly population.
It was a poignant reminder of
the importance of
intergenerational solidarity and
the shared responsibility of

ensuring the well-being and
dignity of our senior citizens.

The event was organized by
the St. Kitts and Nevis
Independence 40 Committee in
collaboration with the Ministry
of Ageing and Disabilities, and

(cont’d from last page)

 - LOCAL NEWS -
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Thursday, September 7, 2023 - The Organisation of
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) and Invert Inc. have
announced the official signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to establish a landmark partnership aimed at combating
climate change and advancing carbon project strategies and
development in the Eastern Caribbean. The MoU establishes a
framework for the collaborative ownership, development,

continued,
“Having been born in

Dominica and raised in Antigua,
this initiative is particularly close
to my heart and my home. I am
confident that by combining
Invert’s technical carbon
expertise and financial
resources with the regional
strengths and understanding of
the OECS and CCSA, this joint
initiative will serve as a global
model for private public
partnerships to capture carbon
while creating valuable social
infrastructure.”

Director General of the
OECS Dr. Didacus Jules spoke
to the importance of the
partnership in contributing to
the Organisation’s Strategic

OECS and Invert Sign
MOU on Carbon
Reduction and
Removal Initiatives in
the Caribbean
OECS and Invert Joint Media Release

financing, and implementation
of groundbreaking carbon
reduction and removal projects
throughout the region.

Under the terms of the
MoU, Invert, a leading global
carbon removal and reduction
company, will combine its
technical and financial expertise
in developing climate change
mitigation and adaptation
projects and complementary
carbon crediting mechanisms,
with the extensive knowledge
and regional reach of the
OECS. Together, and in
collaboration with the
Caribbean Climate-Smart
Accelerator (CCSA), these
entities will pool their resources
to accelerate the transition
towards a low-carbon and
climate-resilient future for the
Eastern Caribbean.

“This partnership
exemplifies the power and
importance of collaboration in
tackling climate change; one of
the most pressing issues of our
time,” says Andre Fernandez,
Co-CEO of Invert. He

Agenda. He said,
“This collaboration is

demonstrative of the non-
traditional alliances that need to
be forged between the public
and private sectors and civil
society to create innovative,
sustainable opportunities for the
people of the region.
Significantly, the objectives
being pursued are consonant
with at least four of the
OECSâ€™ five Strategic
Priorities, namely: Reinvent the
Economy; Value the
Environment; Build Resilience,
and Advance Equity and
Inclusion.”

CEO of the Caribbean
Climate Smart Accelerator
Racquel Moses added,

“One of the primary
challenges we face in the region
is funding adaptation which
unlike mitigation is without
obvious cash flows.
Mechanisms like blue carbon
and agreements like this help us
tap into innovative financing
opportunities that can close the
fundamental gap in financing
adaptation.”

The joint exploration of the
technical and commercial
feasibility of multiple carbon
projects across the Eastern
Caribbean will commence by
focusing on mangrove
restoration (blue carbon)
projects in the region.
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CWI pays tribute to
former West Indies
players Peter
Lashley and
Tony White

ST JOHN’S, Antigua - Cricket West Indies (CWI) today
paid tribute to Patrick “Peter” Lashley and Anthony “Tony” White,
former West Indies and Barbados players who passed away
recently.

Lashley, a stylish left-handed batsman made his Test debut in
the famous Tied Test against
Australia at the Gabba in
Brisbane in December 1960.
He played four Test matches
with his final one against
England at Headingley in 1966.
His first-class career spanned
almost 20 years where he
played 85 matches, scoring
4932 runs including a top score
of 204.

Following his retirement
from the game Lashley served
in many roles as an
administrator in Barbados. He
was a national selector, coach,
and member of the board of
management of the Barbados
Cricket Association.

White was an attacking
middle-order batsman and
bowled medium-pace as well as
off-spin. He toured England in
1963 and later played two Test
matches against Australia in
1965. He top-scored with 57
not out on debut at Sabina Park
to help West Indies to victory.
His first-class record includes
31 appearances with just under
1000 runs and 95 wickets.

Dr Kishore Shallow,
President of CWI said: “Peter
Lashley will forever be
remembered in West Indies
cricket as a member of that
great team that played in the
most famous Test match, one
of the most memorable
moments in our rich history. He
had a wealth of knowledge of
the game and played a major
role in the development of
several players in Barbados,
many of whom went on to
represent the West Indies at the
highest level.”

Dr Shallow added: “Tony
White was part of a generation
of superb players who helped
to lay the foundation for the
growth of West Indies cricket.
Despite his limited opportunities
at the international level, he

was a consistent performer at
the first-class level.  He was
highly regarded and respected
by his teammates and
opponents. On behalf of CWI,

 Patrick “Peter” Lashley                                         Anthony “Tony” White

I want to extend condolences to the family and friends of Peter
and Tony.”
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Electoral Commission failed
basic security test before
hack
Published BBC News

system backed by the government to help organisations achieve
minimum best practice in cyber-security.

Cyber Essentials is voluntary but widely used by organisations
as a way to show customers they are security-aware.

The government requires all suppliers bidding for contracts
involving the handling of certain sensitive and personal information
to hold an up-to-date Cyber Essentials certificate.

But the Commission failed in multiple areas when it tried to
get certified in 2021.

A spokeswoman for the Commission admitted the failings but
claims they weren’t linked to the cyber-attack that impacted email
servers.

One of the reasons it failed the test was that about 200 staff
laptops were running obsolete and potentially insecure software.

The Commission was urged to update the Windows 10
Enterprise operating system, which had fallen out of date for
security updates months earlier.

Auditors also issued the failure because staff were using old
iPhones no longer supported by Apple to receive security updates.

Cyber-attack on electoral registers revealed
Hackers claim not to have BBC, Boots and BA data
The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), which backs

the Cyber Essentials scheme, advises all organisations to keep
software up to date “to prevent known vulnerabilities from being
exploited” by hackers.

Cyber-security consultant Daniel Card has helped many
organisations become Cyber Essentials compliant and says it is
too early to determine whether or not the failures highlighted in
the audit allowed hackers to get in.

“Early indications are that the hackers managed to get into the
email servers a different way, but there’s a chance that the chain
of attack may have included one or more of these poorly-secured
devices,” he said.

Regardless of whether or not the hackers did “it builds a picture
of a weak posture and a probable failure to govern and manage”,
he added.

The NCSC promotes Cyber Essentials certification, saying that
“vulnerability to basic attacks can mark you out as a target for
more in-depth unwanted attention from cyber-criminals and
others”.

The UK’s Information Commissioner’s Office, which has
passed Cyber Essentials and Cyber Essentials Plus, said it was
investigating the cyber-attack as a matter of urgency.

When the hack was announced, the Electoral Commission said
that the data hacked from the full electoral register was “largely
in the public domain”.

However, less than half the data on the open register, which
can be purchased, is publicly available, so the hackers would have
accessed data belonging to tens of millions of people who opted
out of the public list.

The Electoral Commission said it did not apply for Cyber
Essentials in 2022.

“We are always working to improve our cyber-security and
systems and draw on the expertise of the National Cyber Security
Centre - as many public bodies do - to continue to develop and
progress protections against cyber-threats,” it said in a statement.

There were 6 by elections overseen by the Electoral Commission
during the period the organisation was infiltrated by hackers

IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES

The Electoral Commission has confirmed it
failed a basic cyber-security test around the

same time hackers gained entry to the
organisation.

By Joe Tidy
Cyber correspondent

A whistleblower told the BBC that the Commission was given
an automatic fail during a Cyber Essentials audit.

Last month the Commission revealed that “hostile actors”
accessed its emails and potentially the data of 40 million voters.

A spokeswoman said the Commission had still not passed the
basic test.

In August the election watchdog announced hackers broke
into their IT systems in August 2021 and had access to sensitive
data until they were discovered and removed in October 2022.

The unnamed attackers
accessed Electoral Commission
email correspondence and
could have viewed databases
containing the names and
addresses of 40 million
registered voters, including
millions of those not on public
registers.

It’s not yet been revealed
who carried out the intrusion or
how the commission was
breached.

But now a whistleblower
has revealed that in the same
month that hackers were
breaking into the organisation,
the Commission was told by
cyber-security auditors that it
was not compliant with the
Cyber Essentials scheme - a
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Sand dredging
devastating ocean
floor, UN warns
Published BBC News

“The scale of
environmental impacts of
shallow sea mining
activities and dredging is
alarming,” said Pascal
Peduzzi, who heads
UNEP’s analytics centre
GRID-Geneva.

The new platform
estimates that out of some
50bn tonnes of sand and
gravel used by humanity
each year, an average of
six billion tonnes come
from the world’s oceans
and seas.

This is the equivalent
of “more than one million

A dredger pumps sand to reclaim land just outside the port of Colombo in Sri Lanka in
2017
IMAGE SOURCE,AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
A dredger pumps sand to reclaim land in Sri Lanka

By George Wright
BBC News

Around six billion
tonnes of sand is dredged
from the world’s oceans
every year, endangering
marine life and coastal
communities, the UN
says.

Sand is the most

exploited natural
resource in the world
after water and is used to
produce concrete and
glass.

The UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) said
some vessels were acting
as vacuum cleaners,
dredging both sand and

micro-organisms that fish
feed on.

This means that life
may never recover in
some areas.

The new data
coincides with the launch
of a new analysis tool
called Marine Sand
Watch that monitors
dredging activities using
marine tracking and
artificial intelligence.

dump trucks every day”, Mr Peduzzi said.
The marine environment must be given time to

recover, he said, adding that “it’s not sustainable”.
Large vessels were “basically sterilising the bottom

of the sea by extracting sand and crunching all the
microorganisms that are feeding fish”, Mr Peduzzi said.

Sometimes the sand is dredged to the bedrock,
meaning marine life may never recover, he added.

The UNEP recommended that sand dredging should
also be banned from beaches to protect coastal
resilience and economies.

Sand is essential for constructing buildings, roads,
hydroelectric dams and solar panels. It can also play
an important environmental role, protecting
communities from rising sea levels.

The South China Sea, the North Sea and the US
east coast are among the areas where the most
dredging has occurred, the report states.

Air Canada kicks off
passengers who
refused vomit-smeared
seats
Published BBC News

IMAGE SOURCE,REUTERS
Air Canada said it was ‘reviewing this serious matter’

Air Canada has apologised after kicking two passengers
off a flight for refusing to sit in vomit-smeared seats.

Susan Benson, who was on the Las Vegas-Montreal service, said the pilot
warned the passengers they would be put on a no-fly list if they kept complaining.

She added that staff had tried to cover “a bit of a foul smell” with perfume and
coffee grounds.

Air Canada said the passengers “clearly did not receive the standard of care to
which they were entitled to”.

“We didn’t know at first what the problem was,” Ms Benson posted on Facebook
of the flight late last month.

“Apparently, on the previous flight someone had vomited. The flight attendant
was very apologetic, but explained that the flight was full.”

She said staff “placed coffee grinds in the seat pouch and sprayed perfume”,
but that the seat and seatbelt were “wet and there was still visible vomit residue”.

Ms Benson said the pilot came out of the cockpit after several minutes of
“back-and-forth”.

The passengers were told “they could leave the planeâ€¦ and organise flights on
their own dime, or they would be escorted off by security and placed on a no-fly
list!”

They were then escorted off by security.
Ms Benson said the row made her “ashamed to be a Canadian and ashamed of

Air Canada”.
Air Canada said it was “reviewing this serious matter” and that “operating

procedures were not followed correctly in this instance”.
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Registration Now Open For
Independence Night Market

Set For Sept 14th
(Basseterre, St. Kitts, September 06, 2023):

Registration is now open to
all vendors, meat producers,
fishers, agro-processors, and
small business owners who
would like to secure their spots
for the upcoming Agri
Independence Night Market,
which is set to be held on
Thursday, 14th September
2023.

The Independence themed
edition will be held at the
Basseterre Public Market from
5:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.

Registration forms are now
available at the Basseterre
Public Market, the Department
of Agriculture, LaGuerite,
Department of Marine

Resources and the Ministry of
Agriculture, Building #16, Port
Zante.

Further updates will be
shared via the Facebook page
of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries, Marine Resources
and Cooperatives as well as

other social media platforms.
Interested persons are

asked to contact the Ministry
of Agriculture at 467-1016 for
further information.

The deadline for registration
is Tuesday 12th September.
Admission is free.
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Luis Rubiales: Jenni
Hermoso files legal
complaint over Women’s
World Cup final kiss
From the sectionWomen’s Football - BBC Sports

(cont’d on next page)

Jenni Hermoso has filed a legal
complaint over the kiss by Spanish
football federation president Luis
Rubiales.

Rubiales kissed Hermoso on the lips
after Spain’s World Cup final win, which
she says was not consensual.

Rubiales claims the kiss was “mutual
and “consensual”, but has been
provisionally suspended by football’s
world governing body Fifa.

The complaint means the 46-year-
old could face criminal charges.

A statement from the national
prosecutor’s office said: “Jennifer
Hermoso filed an express complaint for
the facts that you all know.

“The national court’s prosecutor’s
office will file a complaint as soon as
possible. The statement took place at
the state attorney general’s office to
protect the privacy of the victim.”

On 29 August, Spanish prosecutors
opened a preliminary investigation into
whether the incident amounts to a crime
of sexual assault.

At the time, Spain’s top criminal
court said it was opening its investigation
in light of the “unequivocal nature” of

33-year-old Hermoso’s statements,
saying it was necessary “to determine
their legal significance”.

“Given the public statements made
by Jennifer Hermoso, the sexual act she
was subjected to by Luis Rubiales was
not consensual,” a statement said.

It added that legal experts would also
contact her “to offer her the option of
legal action, giving her the chance to
contact National Court prosecutors
within 15 days for information about her
rights as a victim of an alleged sexual
assault should she wish to file a
complaint”.

The statement added: “In order to
proceed with a case for sexual assault,
harassment or sexual abuse, it will be
necessary for the injured party or their
legal representative to file suit, or the
public prosecutors’ office.”

It is reported Hermoso filed her
complaint on Tuesday.

Rubiales, who prior to the kiss had
been seen grabbing his crotch while
celebrating Spain’s 1-0 win over England, has repeatedly
refused to resign from his position.

On Friday, Spain’s national sports tribunal (TAD)
opened a misconduct case against him, ruling he had

committed a “serious offence” by kissing Hermoso.
However, the TAD stopped short of the “very serious offence”

the government had requested which would have led to his
suspension.

Some 81 Spain players, including all 23 World Cup winners,
have said they will not play for the team again while Rubiales is in
charge.

They are due to play in Uefa Nations League qualifying later
this month, with fixtures against Sweden and Switzerland on 22
and 26 September.

On Tuesday, Spain’s World Cup-winning head coach Jorge
Vilda - considered a close ally of Rubiales - was sacked, with
Montse Tome named as his successor.

The Spanish men’s team criticised Rubiales on Monday for
his “unacceptable behaviour”.

However, Spain and Real Madrid defender Dani Carvajal was
criticised for then saying he would not judge whether Hermoso
was a victim or not until the legal process was completed.

Speaking in an interview with Spanish radio Onda Cero on
Tuesday, he said: “There are legal bodies that are considering
whether Jennifer is really a victim of something that is being
investigated.

“There are people who have to decide whether there is an
offender and a victim.”

Attempting to explain his comments on Wednesday, Carvajal
said that “Rubiales should be supported in the same way as Jenni
Hermoso” in this process.

He added: “I can understand that Jenni is going through a bad
time, we have to show my solidarity. However, I don’t think the
president is having a good time either. I am not here to judge
anyone.

“The presumption of innocence is a constitutional right. You
cannot victimise or blame anyone.”

Former Spain defender Sergio Ramos described Rubiales’



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 08TH 202318  - SPORTS -

Liga F strike: Spain’s top-
tier women footballers to
walk out over pay and
conditions

From the sectionWomen’s Football
Barcelona celebrated lifting the Women’s Champions League in June
Barcelona are the leading women’s side in Liga F and also lifted the Champions League in June

Players in the top tier of women’s football in Spain will
strike over pay and conditions.

The new Liga F season is due to start on Friday but instead
players will walk out for the first two games.

The Spanish Players’ Association [AFE] said the strike was
called because a “fair” deal could not be reached.

Negotiations began a year ago, when Liga F turned

professional, but the league said
the players’ demands would
lead to “economic failure”.

The minimum salary was set
at 16,000 euros (£13,700) last
season but players are

requesting the minimum wage should be 25,000 euros for the 2023-
24 campaign, rising to 30,000 euros for the following season.

AEF is the largest of several unions that are negotiating together
on behalf of the players.

“The aim is to make progress in these negotiations, to achieve
fair and dignified treatment for women footballers, (and) to address
and reduce the existing pay gap,” the AFE said in a statement.

However, Liga F said they have already offered the players a
minimum salary of 18,000 euros, increasing to 25,000 euros over
the next three seasons, help with childcare and financial aid to
study, among other proposals, which was refused.

In a statement, the league said that despite the unions’ “blunt”
response which showed “absolute immobility in their economic
approaches”, they had returned with a 25% increase to the 16,000
salary, the elimination of part-time contracts and other benefits,
but that too was declined.

“This Professional League will not give in to pressure or accept
proposals that lead to the economic collapse of the competition,
and, therefore, the failure of women’s professional football,” the
statement added.

The first round of fixtures is due to take place 8-10 September,
with the second round of matches scheduled for place 15-17
September.

Last year, the start of the Liga F season was also delayed
when referees went on strike calling for better pay and working
conditions.

Women’s football in Spain has been caught in controversy over
the past few weeks after Spanish Football Federation president
Luis Rubiales kissed Jenni Hermoso following the country’s World
Cup victory in August.

The incident, which Hermoso says was not consensual, has
overshadowed the team’s achievement and led to Rubiales being
suspended and head coach Jorge Vilda being sacked.

England’s Lucy Bronze and Keira Walsh play their domestic
football for eight-time Liga F champions Barcelona.

 1983-2023

Independence 40

Luis Rubiales: Jenni
Hermoso files legal
complaint over
Women’s World Cup
final kiss

(cont’d from last page)

behaviour as unacceptable.
“As the president of the federation and a representative of

Spanish soccer, I think he’s mistaken,” he said.
“I think instead of talking about the whole Rubiales issue which

has taken over, we should instead - and I’ll take the opportunity
now to once again congratulate the women’s squad who are world
champions and this after we did it in 2010.

“But in 2023 what everyone should be talking about is that the
women’s squad are world champions. So, I want to send my sincere
congratulations. And I hope soccer has the representatives it
deserves.”
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