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Celebrating
Independence

40
In A Big Way

The general mood in the country is giving the feeling
that this 40th Independence Anniversary celebration is
one for the history books.

From that amazing drone show at the Independence
Ceremonial Parade to that Independence Reset that many
workers are looking forward to, there is no doubt that
the packed filled calendar festivities has something for
everyone. There has been National Pride Fair, Service of
Gratitude with a Gospel Concert and a Senior Fun day
and so much more.

When things are going well in the country, we should
celebrate, and we have a grand occasion to do observe
this milestone achievement. Having reached 40 years,
we have much to exhibit gratitude and hope for the
betterment of our beloved twin-island Federation.

From the decoration of government buildings to the
home of common citizens and residents, there is a
widespread sentiments of love and patriotic pride going
around.

It must be said that displaying the love for country
truly ignites a passion for many of us. From the deep
conversations about whence we came, congratulatory
messages from people from all walks of life in our nation
to the various fashionable expressions through clothing

and accessories, there is no doubt that
a nationalistic zeal evokes our thought
process in saluting the land of our birth
or the land we call home in whatever
capacity.

There is a lot more that we can
achieve as a people through hard work
and dedication driven deeply by the
unwavering love for our country.

Of motto ‘Country Above Self’ gives us
that patriotic backbone to push forward if we
sincerely focus on the betterment of our
nation.

It is hoped that the sense of pride with the
ongoing Independence 40 celebrations can
be an all-year round mindset that bounds us
together with a common destiny!
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Independence Baby
Talks About Age
Realizing Special
Birthday
By: Precious Mills

BASSEETERRE, St.Kitts (Wednesday 20th September 2023) - Born on the same day
that the country gained independence, Kaya Archibald, 40, from Cayon Village has long felt special
about her birthday since she was a child realizing the historical date.

This reporter had an exclusive chit-chat with her during the Governor General’s Independence
Cocktail hosted by Her Excellency Dame Marcella Liburd at Government House located at Camp
Springfield on 40th Anniversary Independence Day-Tuesday 19th September 2023.

“...Ms. Kaya Archibald. I’m the first born to the Federation of St.Kitts and Nevis [on

Independence Day]. So yes, today is my birthday,” she stated
with a smile following the first time introduction.

Quizzed about what age she realized the significance of her
birthday, Archibald had this to say:  “I think at age 10. I think
when the Taiwanese; they usually picked me up from school half
a day; actually here [at Government House] I remember  I came
for lunch here and they were doing a show... I was greeting
[everyone] and I was feeling really special because I was the
only one from my class that’s doing it. Just reading more about
where I was St.Kitts-Nevis because I was raised more in New
York...”

The 1983 Independence further stated: “Just being invited to
special events and not seeing other people [I knew] there, made
me feel a bit more special.”

“Being called by the Prime Minister [Dr. Terrance Drew] for

(cont’d on page 09)

Photo: First Born Independence baby Kaya Archibald poses for a
photo with Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew at the Governor
General’s Independence Cocktail hosted by Her Excellency Dame

Marcella Liburd at Government House located at Camp Springfield on 40th Anniversary Independence
Day-Tuesday 19th September 2023 (Credit:Facebook-GraceDaughtersBoutique). According to
Archibald: “Being called by the Prime Minister [Dr. Terrance Drew] for my birthday, that also made me
feel special.”
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...Brothers Charged
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 21st September
2023) -An autopsy report has indicated that Kevonne
Smithen, the 24-year-old male gas station worker who was
fatally stabbed on the job, died from injuries sustained about
his upper body, including a wound to the heart.

A police statement revealed that cause of death was
“hypovolemic shock due to a perforating wound to the heart
& a stab wound to the anterior chest wall.”

The young man’s body was examined by Resident
Pathologists Dr. Adrian Nunez and Dr. Naudica Phillip on
Monday 18th September 2023.

In other related news, police have arrested and charged
two brothers in their early 20s,
namely 21 year-old Danny
Blake and 22 year-old Elvis
Blake, both of New Pond Site,
St. Kitts, for Smithen’s murder.

Reportedly, both men were
charged on September 18th at
the Basseterre Police Station.

On Thursday 14th
September, wanted posters
were issued, and on the
following day (15th September),
police gave an update that they
were in custody following their
apprehension in the Cayon area
that day.

The Royal St. Christopher
and Nevis Police Force extends
profound gratitude to the
general public for their
assistance in this matter.

A continued call was made
encouraging persons with
information about other matters
of interest to call the nearest
Police station, or the Crime
Stoppers Hotline, 707.

Police say the fatal
wounding that occurred on
Monday 11th September at a
gas station on Victoria Road,
Basseterre, St. Kitts, between
6:30PM and 7PM.

Reportedly, having received
reports of the incident, officers
of the Violent Crime Unit
(VCU) and the Criminal
Investigations Department
(CID) of the Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis Police
Force (RSCNPF) responded to
the scene.

Upon their arrival, Smithen
was observed laying motionless
on the ground with a knife
lodged in his back and multiple
wounds about his body.

According to police, initial
inquiries indicate that Smithen,
an employee of the gas station,
was accosted by two (2) armed
assailants while attending to
vehicles.

Reportedly, the assailants

Two symbolic grief ribbons seen on the glass door of the gas station
on Victoria Road, Basseterre where 24-year-old Kevonne Smithen of
New Road was  fatally stabbed on the job. (Spokesman Snap)

Deceased-24-year-old male Kevonne
Smithen of New Road

Killed Gas Station Worker Got
Wound To Heart

about the body several times before fleeing the scene. He
succumbed to his injuries and was pronounced deceased at the
scene.reportedly struck and stabbed him
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Patriotic Drone
Show For
Independence 40
Wows Onlookers
... SKNRA Talks About Working
With
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 21st September
2023)- Multiple drones took to the air to form various patriotic
shapes for the special 40th Independence anniversary event held
at the Warner Park Cricket Stadium in Basseterre ushering in
Independence Day-Tuesday 19th September 2023- after 1:00 AM
following the annual Independence Ceremonial parade.

For that first ever drone show in St.Kitts-Nevis, the crowd
took pleasure is applauding and cheering with excitement. Many
people while looking up at the aerial display had fun guessing the
upcoming figures and with much patriotic delight shouted the
answer.

The scores of spectators also used their cellphones to capture
the historic moment.

Shapes which lit up like constellations in the sky included the
twin-island federation, National Flag, the nationâ€™s first National
Hero Robert L. Bradshaw, the national bird-the Brown Pelican,
the words  ‘ST.KITTS AND NEVIS’, A locomotive (train) with
the ‘choo choo’ sound effect and this year’s ‘40’ logo.

The St.Kitts and Nevis Robotic Association (SKNRA), via a
Facebook post on Wednesday 20th September 2023, dubbed the
drone show “A Spectacular Night of Innovation! St Kitts and Nevis
40th Independence Drone Show” following the team work
assignment with LunaLite Drone Show Technologies (LunaLite
Drone Show Technologies) from the US.

“We’re taking a moment to express our immense gratitude to
LunaLite Drone Show Technologies (LunaLite Drone Show
Technologies) for their outstanding collaboration in bringing to life
the St Kitts and Nevis 40th Independence Drone show. SKNRA
worked hand in hand with LunaLite to make this remarkable event
a reality, and we couldn’t be more thankful for their support,” the
post read.

Heartfelt thanks was also given to following members of the
SKNRA Drone Research Programme for their dedication and
hard work: Mr. Dijon Samuel, Mr. Antonio Harey an Mr. Malique
Liburd, indicating that “Your unwavering commitment to pushing
the boundaries of drone technology is truly commendable, and
your collaboration with LunaLite has elevated our celebration to
new heights.”

Additionally, special shout out goes to director Adrian Allen
“for his exceptional guidance and leadership throughout this journey.
Your expertise and vision were instrumental in making this event
a resounding triumph.”

According to the association: “SKNRA is immensely proud to
have partnered with LunaLite Drone Show Technologies for this
groundbreaking event. Together, we have not only celebrated our
nation’s 40th Independence Day but also showcased the incredible
potential of drone technology in our celebrations.”

Indinviual have also been encouraged to visit
www.LunaLiteDroneShow.com to learn more about this
extraordinary collaboration and the cutting-edge work done by
LunaLite Drone Show Technologies.

As gleaned from that website in the Frequently Asked
Questions About Drone Shows section: “A drone light show is a
performance where multiple drones with LEDs attached are flown
in a coordinated manner to create a mesmerizing light display in
the sky.”

This media house understands that an LED (A light-emitting
diode) is a device that gives off light when an electric current

runs through it.
“Thank you, LunaLite, for illuminating the skies and making our 40th Independence Day,” says

SKNRA.
Front Banner Image: The shapes of the twin-islands of the Federation of St.Kitts and
Nevis during the special 40th Independence anniversary drone show held at the
Warner Park Cricket Stadium in Basseterre ushering in Independence Day-Tuesday
19th September 2023- following the annual Independence Ceremonial parade
(Spokesman Snap)

Section of the crowd gathered at the Warner Park Cricket Stadium while looking at the sky while
enjoying the drone show and using their cellphones to capture the first time historic moment.
(Spokesman Snap)



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22ND 20236  -  LOCAL NEWS -

ROC Taiwan Foreign
Minister Dr. Wu
impressed with the
level of development
on Nevis

NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS (September 21, 2023)-
Foreign Minister of the Republic of China (Taiwan) Dr. Jaushieh
Wu has congratulated the Honourable Premier Mark Brantley
and his administration for the evident progress and development
on the island of Nevis over the past few years.

Dr. Wu, appointed by ROC Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen as
Special Envoy to visit St. Kitts and Nevis during the celebration
of the 40th anniversary of Independence, visited the island of Nevis
on September 19. His delegation was hosted by Her Honour Mrs.
Hyleeta Liburd, Deputy Governor-General and Premier Hon.
Mark Brantley.

“I’m honoured to be here again to celebrate the auspicious
fortieth anniversary of Independence of St. Kitts and Nevis.

The renowned ‘Nevis Nice’ hospitality is always a delight,â€€
Dr. Wu commented.

“Going around this remarkable island I fondly recall my last
visit four years ago. I’m astounded by the transformation that is
taking place.”

Following a luncheon at the Four Seasons Resort, Nevis with
members of the Nevis Island Administration (NIA) Cabinet and
other senior civil servants, the Foreign Minister was the guest of
honour at a welcome ceremony held at the Malcolm Guishard
Recreational Park. The visiting diplomat was treated to
performances in Mandarin from some of the students who recently
passed the Test Of Chinese as a Foreign Language (TOCFL)
Computerized Adaptive Test (CAT).

Commending the students Dr. Wu said, “I’m so impressed by
the speeches and singing performances. They show the success
of the Mandarin program and highlight the dedication of Miss
Chen [Chi] as well as the diligence of the students.

“I commend the leaders of Nevis for their efforts to broaden

young people’s horizons. These
not only strengthen people to
people exchanges but open up
new avenues for cultural
exchanges and collaboration
between our two countries.
Moving forward I’m confident
that the close bond between the
people of Taiwan and St. Kitts
and Nevis will only continue to
grow and flourish.”

Following a tour of the
facility he marveled at the MGR
Park, which was partially
funded by the Government of
ROC Taiwan, describing it as
a testament to “our mutually
beneficial bilateral
cooperation”.

Premier Brantley, who had
advocated for Mandarin to be
introduced in schools on Nevis,
expressed his belief that
nationals becoming multilingual
improves their chances in the
world and equips the island’s
students and workers to better

Premier of Nevis the Hon. Mark Brantley (r) welcomes Foreign
Minister of the Republic of China (Taiwan) Dr. Jaushieh Wu (l) to
Nevis on September 19, 2023

Foreign Minister of the Republic of China (Taiwan) Dr. Jaushieh Wu
speaking at a welcome ceremony at the Malcolm Guishard
Recreational Park, Nevis on September 19, 2023

Her Honour Mrs. Hyleeta Liburd, Deputy Governor-General;
Premier of Nevis the Hon. Mark Brantley; Foreign Minister of the
Republic of China (Taiwan) Dr. Jaushieh Wu His Excellency Michael
Lin, Ambassador of the Republic of China (Taiwan) to St. Kitts and
Nevis during a welcome ceremony for Dr. Wu at the Malcolm
Guishard Recreational Park, Nevis on September 19, 2023

integrate and communicate with
others on the global stage.

“I believe that
communication is critical if we
are to know each other. The
beautiful thing about the

introduction of Mandarin in our
schools is that these youngsters
now know about Taiwan, the
Taiwanese culture and music,

(cont’d on page 14)
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 Basseterre, Saint Kitts and Nevis, September 16, 2023 (Press Secretary,
PMO) â€“ Prime Minister of Saint Kitts and Nevis, Hon. Dr. Terrance Drew
proudly recognized and celebrated the exceptional contributions of several
outstanding individuals who have demonstrated their dedication and service to the
nation during his National Heroes Day Address, earlier this morning.

The Federation of Saint Kitts and Nevis celebrates National Heroes Day each
year on September 16, the birth date of the first National Hero, The Right Excellent
Sir Robert Llewellyn Bradshaw.

Twenty-nine (29) nationals were awarded the distinguished honour of the
Companion of the Star of Merit and the Medal of Honour. These distinguished
individuals have showcased unparalleled commitment and expertise in their
respective fields, embodying the highest standards of service to the Nation.

The prestigious Companion of the Star of Merit was conferred upon the following
exemplary individuals in their various fields:
1. Daniel Arthurton - Agriculture, Farming, and Small Business Development
2. Ima Stanley - Nursing
3. Ian Queeley - Law Enforcement
4. Carmen Ward - Education
5. Ingrid Berridge - Education
6. Prisca Hyligar - Education and Religion
7. Dr Osbert Liburd - Agro-Business, Corporate Business and Diplomacy
8. Cynthia Williams - Education
9. Mitchel Slader - Trade Unionism/Labour Relations
10. Avril Noel - Education
11. Peter Jenkins - Sports and Community Activism
12. Eldora Samuel - Education
13. Rubie Taylor - Social Security

Additionally, the Medal of Honour was awarded to the following individuals for
their outstanding and meritorious contributions:

1. Felix Hodge - Law Enforcement
2. Sydney Matthew - Music and Sports (Table Tennis)
3. Altagracia Nero - Entrepreneurship
4. Austin Williams - Law Enforcement
5. Joseph Liburd - Law Enforcement
6. B Janetta Morgan - Education
7. M Astona Browne - Public Service
8. Lenos Douglas - Law Enforcement
9. Charles ‘˜Ronnie Rascal’ Davis - Culture, Music, and the Arts
10. Margaret Douglas - Education
11. Lynn Williams - Culinary Arts
12. Allister Williams - Culture

13. Alva Bradley -
Broadcasting
14. Donald Freeman -
Sports and Community
Activism
15. Patrick Wallace -
Law Enforcement
16. Austin ‘Deco’
Huggins - Sports

During his address
Prime Minister Drew
lauded the National
Heroes of Saint Kitts and
Nevis, The Right
Excellent Sir Robert
Llewellyn Bradshaw, the
nation’s first National
Hero; Sir Caleb Azariah
Paul Southwell, Sir
Joseph Nathaniel France,
Sir Simeon Daniel; and Sir
Kennedy Alphonse
Simmonds, the only living
National Hero within the
Federation, for their
indelible contributions to
nation building.

‘On this day, we
remember the
remarkable legacies of

29 Nationals Honoured For Their
Committment To Nation Building
On National Heros’ Day

our national heroes’those individuals who, from humble
beginnings, rose to become the guiding lights of our
nation. Their stories serve as a powerful reminder that
greatness resides within us all, waiting to be awakened
through dedication, focus, and a relentless pursuit of
positive change... These heroes’ legacies remind us
that dedication knows no bounds. They urge us to see
failures not as setbacks but as opportunities to grow
sustainably, develop maturely, and build resiliency. As
they did, we too can transform our lives and our nation”,
he stated.

Prime Minister further stated, “But heroes are not
just found in history books; they walk among us every
day. They are the educators shaping young minds, the
healthcare workers saving lives, the community leaders
forging bonds, and the individuals who, through small
acts of kindness, make our nation stronger”,
highlighting a few of the various sectors the honourees
are recognized for. Their tireless efforts across the
various fields have not only enriched their respective
communities but also significantly impacted the nation
at large.

The Honourable Prime Minister issued a challenge
to all citizens of the Federation of Saint Kitts and Nevis
urging everyone to be inspired to strive for excellence
in their various endeavours.

“On this National Heroes Day, I challenge each of
us to recognize the hero within ourselves. We can all
be heroes in our daily lives, not through grand gestures
but through simple acts of kindness, and empathy, and
being our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers... every one
of us has the potential to make a positive impact and
become a hero in our daily lives” stated Prime Minister
Drew.

The Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis extends
its heartfelt gratitude and congratulations to all the
recipients of these prestigious awards.
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Tuesday, September 19, 2023 - The Organisation of Eastern
Caribbean States (OECS) Commission extends its warmest
congratulations to the Government and people of the Federation
of Saint Kitts and Nevis on the occasion of their 40th Independence
Anniversary on Tuesday, September 19, 2023.

To mark the occasion, the OECS Commission held a virtual
flag raising ceremony featuring addresses from Prime Minister
of Saint Kitts and Nevis and Chairman of the OECS Authority,
Hon. Dr. Terrance Drew, and the OECS Director General, Dr.
Didacus Jules. This year’s anniversary is being celebrated under
the theme “Growing Sustainably, Developing Maturely, Building
Resiliency: Independence 40.”

In his remarks, Prime Minister Drew reflected on the
milestones that have shaped the nation’s journey to its 40th
Anniversary, while emphasizing the importance of sustainability,
resilience, and intra-regional travel for Saint Kitts and Nevis’
continued progress on the world stage.

On embracing sustainability, Prime Minister Drew said:
“We must commit ourselves to sustainable practices, not only

for our own benefit, but as stewards of this precious planet. Let
us lead by example as a region, showing the world that small
nations can indeed be mighty in their efforts to combat climate
change, preserve biodiversity, and promote clean, renewable
energy sources.”

Prime Minister Drew also called on OECS member states to
unite in a shared commitment to sustainable development:

“I extend a heartfelt invitation to our fellow OECS member
states to join us in this endeavor toward sustainability. Let us work
hand in hand towards a future where sustainable island states
stand as a testament to the power of unity and shared purpose of
our Caribbean nations. Together, we can overcome any obstacle
and seize every opportunity that lies before us.”

Reflecting on the theme of this year’s anniversary, OECS
Director General Dr. Didacus Jules highlighted the significance
of Saint Kitts and Nevis’ contributions on the global stage.
According to Dr. Jules,

“Four decades of independence have been a masterclass in
maturity for Saint Kitts and Nevis. The journey from a newly
independent state to a nation with a defined place on the global
stage is filled with complexities. Developing maturely means
making decisions that are not just popular, but also wise and
forward-thinking. It is about understanding that the truest form of
growth often requires patience, sacrifice, and a commitment to
values and principles. In international relations, economic policies,
and social initiatives, Saint Kitts and Nevis has showcased its
capacity for nuanced, mature decision-making, balancing
immediate needs with long-term goals.”

The OECS Commission acknowledges the profound
contribution of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the growth and
development of the OECS family, and looks forward to continuing
to serve the Government and people of Saint Kitts and Nevis in
their ongoing quest to achieve their development aspirations.

OECS Commission
Commends Saint
Kitts and Nevis on
its 40th
Independence
Anniversary
OECS Media Release
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my birthday, that also made me feel special” she added.
Asked what patriotic message she has to share, Archibald said:

“Love your country... celebrate all of our attributes. It’s important
to know the history of your country; we’re from and where we’re
going.”

Archibald was born at 11:30AM at the Joseph N. France

Independence Baby
Talks About Age
Realizing Special
Birthday
(cont’d from page 03)

General Hospital weighing 6
pound, 8 ounces, according to
information gleaned from The
Democrat.

Archibald is the owner of
Grace Daughter’s Boutique
operated from her home in the
community of Cayon, offering
limited pieces of clothing for
women, men and children. As
understood, the business was
created in honour of her mother
whose name was Grace.
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Rape victims say
police investigations
causing more harm

policing has caused to many
rape and sexual assault
survivors.”

Black and minority ethnic
survivors were less likely than
white respondents to feel the
police had looked at all the
evidence, made them feel
comfortable, or made them feel
like the rape or sexual assault
was not their fault.

People who had been
harmed by a current partner
reported the poorest
experiences, compared with
those assaulted by a stranger
or those with other relationships
to the perpetrator.

Autistic survivors and those
with a physical disability also
reported poorer experiences.

But people who either
reported the case in the
previous six months or who had
contact with the police in the
three months prior reported
significantly better experiences.

Six in 10 of these respondents said police did a good job in
their case, compared with 36% whose last police contact was
more than three months ago.

This could be an early sign of improvements in how cases are
being handled, the report says. It could also, however, reflect that
experiences tend to be more positive in the initial stages of the
investigation.

Researchers said the survey is not representative of all
survivors’ experiences with the police, due to the way participants
were selected, and therefore cannot be used to generalise.

Of those who took part, 27 said the person they had accused
was a serving police officer at the time of the assault. Three
people were allowed to join a police force despite the rape or
sexual assault report made against them.

One survivor said the officer investigating their case went on
to rape them.

Safeguarding minister Sarah Dines said: “Rape is an abhorrent
crime and I have been clear that we need radical improvement in
the way the police handle and investigate rape and sexual violence
to ensure all victims have the best support possible throughout the
entire process.

“I am committed to supporting officers to strengthen their
response to these crimes, which is why I am continuing to fund
the ambitious programme, Operation Soteria, to transform the way
that rape investigations and prosecutions are handled and

IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
MPs have called on the government to do more to support rape
victims

By Jemma Crew
BBC News

Three-quarters of survivors of sexual violence who took part
in a survey say their mental health worsened because of how the
police investigated.

Some said the perpetrator continued to harm them because
police did not take their report seriously; others wished they had
never contacted the police.

Four in 10 respondents did not feel believed, according to the
research.

Safeguarding minister Sarah Dines said she would be
encouraging chief constables to reflect on the findings.

One survivor said: “I am more afraid of the police than being
raped again.”

Another said: “I would rather be assaulted 1,000 times over
than go through the police process again.”

Some 1,968 survivors who had interacted with the police opted
to take part in the anonymous survey between 16 January and 30
June. A further 190 survivors shared why they chose not to make
a police report.

It was funded by the Home Office as part of Operation Soteria
Bluestone. All police forces in England and Wales are signed up
to the programme, aimed at transforming how rape and sexual
offences are investigated.

‘Tremendous harm’
Some survivors told the survey that officers had protected them

from further harm, “treating them with tremendous kindness,
empathy, and care”.

These were, “sadly”, a minority, the report said.
Almost a third (31%) said they did not always feel safe in the

presence of the officers.
In addition to 75% saying their mental health deteriorated, 55%

said their physical health decreased, 41% said their personal safety
declined, and 54% said their trust in police declined due to their
police experience.

One participant said seeing a police car now triggers a panic
attack.

More than half (56%) of respondents said they were unlikely
to report a rape to the police again.

Some said they had been raped again since their report, but
had not told the police. They said they feared the police more
than the perpetrator.

The report says this “suggests that as a result of traumatic
police experiences, some survivors have de-facto lost access to
what should be a universal public service available to all - being
able to call the police when in danger”.

Professor Katrin Hohl, lead academic on the survey, said: “The
findings are sobering. They evidence the tremendous harm poor

(cont’d on next page)
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Google accused of
directing motorist to
drive off collapsed
bridge
By Max Matza
BBC News

The Google Maps logo
IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES

The family of a US man who
drowned after driving off a
collapsed bridge are claiming
that he died because Google
failed to update its maps.

Philip Paxson’s family are
suing the company over his
death, alleging that Google
negligently failed to show the
bridge had fallen nine years
earlier.

Mr Paxson died in

September 2022 after
attempting to drive over the
damaged bridge in Hickory,

North Carolina.
A spokesperson for Google

said the company was
reviewing the allegations.

The case was filed in civil

court in Wake County on Tuesday.
Mr Paxson, a father of two, was driving home from his

daughter’s ninth birthday party at a friend’s house and was in an
unfamiliar neighbourhood at the time of his death, according to
the family’s lawsuit.

His wife had driven his two daughters home earlier, and he
stayed behind to help clean up.

“Unfamiliar with local roads, he relied on Google Maps,
expecting it would safely direct him home to his wife and
daughters,” lawyers for the family said in a statement announcing
the lawsuit.

“Tragically, as he drove cautiously in the darkness and rain, he
unsuspectingly followed Google’s outdated directions to what his
family later learned for nearly a decade was called the ‘Bridge to
Nowhere,’ crashing into Snow Creek, where he drowned.”

Local residents had repeatedly contacted Google to have them
change their online maps after the bridge collapsed in 2013, the
suit claims.

IMAGE SOURCE,FAMILY HANDOUT
The bridge collapsed nine years before the death

Barriers that were normally placed across the bridge entrance
were missing due to vandalism, according to the Charlotte
Observer.

The lawsuit is also suing three local companies, arguing they
had a duty to maintain the bridge.

“Our girls ask how and why their daddy died, and I’m at a loss
for words they can understand because, as an adult, I still can’t
understand how those responsible for the GPS directions and the
bridge could have acted with so little regard for human life,” his
wife, Alicia Paxson, said in a statement.

“We have the deepest sympathies for the Paxson family,” a
spokesman for Google told AP News.

“Our goal is to provide accurate routing information in Maps
and we are reviewing this lawsuit.”

progressed, with a focus on investigating the suspect rather than
the victim.”

The National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC) said Operation
Soteria would improve victims’ experiences and address low
charge and conviction rates.

Thanking survivors for taking part in the survey, Chief Constable
Sarah Crew, NPCC lead for rape and adult sexual offences, said:
“We have taken an honest and open look at the way we work,
have welcomed academics in to scrutinise it and provide us with
direction for how we can improve.

“This is not easy, but it is vital, we are determined to do better
for victims.”

The survey will remain open until June 2024.

Rape victims say
police
investigations...

(cont’d from last page)
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MEDIA RELEASE

September 18, 2023

Important Update for
BACOL Policyholders:
Progress and Next Steps
in Legal Proceedings
*  Two-Phase Approach to the Legal Case
*  No Additional Costs for Policyholders
*  Request for Outstanding Documents

recent advancements, as presented by Dr. Patrick Antoine,
President of BACOL, and Mr. Gregory Pantin, a distinguished
legal practitioner closely associated with the case.

Structured Two-Phase Legal Approach:
During the convened assembly, Dr. Patrick Antoine and Mr.

Gregory Pantin elucidated a meticulous two-phase trajectory for
the ongoing legal case. The first phase of the legal process will
be dedicated to a specific subset of policyholders. This intricately
designed phase-based methodology seeks to enhance procedural
efficiency and expediency. Upon the culmination of the initial
phase, the subsequent stage will encompass a broader spectrum,
including all other implicated islands and claimants. This methodical
two-phase approach underscores the strategic emphasis on a
comprehensive and equitable resolution.

Absence of Supplementary Financial Implications:
Amidst apprehensions regarding potential supplementary

expenses due to the phased proceedings, stakeholders have been
reassured that no supplementary financial implications will arise

In response to the eagerly anticipated developments surrounding
the ongoing legal proceedings of the BACOL case at the

Caribbean Court of Justice
(CCJ), stakeholders and case
managers convened in a
significant BACOL General
Meeting. The meeting delivered
a comprehensive overview of

from this approach. The
existing financial commitment
caters comprehensively to both
phases of the legal proceedings.
This assurance underscores
BACOL’s commitment to
ensuring unencumbered access
to legal recourse for all
policyholders.

Requisition for Pending
Documentation:

In a concerted effort to
fortify the legal proceedings,
stakeholders are earnestly
requested to furnish any
pending documentation to their
appointed case managers.
Recognizing the pivotal role of
these documents in formulating
a robust legal representation,
stakeholders’ cooperation has
been solicited to bolster the
efficacy of the legal strategy.

The collective perseverance
and unwavering commitment
demonstrated by the registered
members throughout this
intricate process have been
profoundly acknowledged.
BACOL remains resolutely
dedicated to securing a
favorable and equitable
resolution for each policyholder.
Collaboratively, the proficient
BACOL team, alongside legal
experts, continues to steadfastly
navigate the complexities
intrinsic to these legal
proceedings, steadfast in their
pursuit of justice.

For regular updates,
stakeholders are encouraged to
maintain connectivity through
their respective case managers
or by visiting the official
BACOL website at
www.bacol.info. The tenacity
and unwavering trust of the
stakeholders are profoundly
appreciated and reciprocated.
Together, a triumphant
resolution to this intricate legal
juncture stands within reach.
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BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS, September 18, 2023
(MMS-SKN) — Prime Minister of the Federation St. Kitts and
Nevis, the Hon Dr Terrance Drew, is acclaiming the camaraderie
that is being exhibited by citizens and residents as they indulge
and participate in the celebratory events that are being put out by
the Government as the country celebrates the 40th anniversary
of its independence.

“The people are coming out to the activities - you can see
people came out to the service, and the camaraderie,â€€
expressed Prime Minister Drew. “People meeting each other is a
demonstration of our gratefulness for what we have achieved,
and I like the spirit of the people. I also want to recognise our
international partners who have come to celebrate this 40th
Anniversary with us.”

The Honourable Prime Minister made the remarks at the
National Service of Gratitude and Gospel Concert that was held
on Sunday September 17 at the Conaree Cricket Centre, adjacent
to the National Heroes Park, that was attended by a hugely
enthusiastic wide cross-section of nationals and residents that was
led by the Governor General, Her Excellency Dame Marcella
Liburd, GCMG, JP.

Also in attendance was the Deputy Governor General for
Nevis, Her Honour Hyleeta Liburd, O.B.E., M.H., and Mr Elmo
Liburd, and the Premier of Nevis the Hon Dr Mark Brantley, who
is also the Leader of the Royal Opposition in the National
Assembly.

Supporting them were members of the Federal Cabinet who
included, Deputy Prime Minister the Hon Dr Geoffrey Hanley,
Senior Minister the Rt Hon Dr Denzil Douglas, the Hon Marsha
Henderson, the Hon Konris Maynard, and the Hon Isalean Phillip,
and Cabinet Secretary Dr Marcus Natta.

From Nevis, Premier Brantley was accompanied by Deputy
Premier the Hon Eric Evelyn, Junior Minister the Hon Jahnel
Nisbett, Federal Parliamentarian for Nevis 11, the Hon Alexis
Jeffers, Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly the Hon Latoya
Jones, and Cabinet Secretary in the Nevis Island Administration,
Mr Stedmond Tross.

Others present included Commissioner of Police, Mr James
Sutton, Commander of the St. Kitts and Nevis Defence Force,
Lieutenant Colonel J. Anthony Comrie, and other senior members
of the armed forces, and members of the diplomatic corps.

“Today was the National Service of Gratitude for the 40th
anniversary of independence, and I think we have a lot to be
grateful for,” pointed out Dr Drew. “Our country has come far, it
has been battling through post-Covid with all the challenges, but
we are faring well and we will do even better as we go forward,
so happy 40th Anniversary to all Kittitians, Nevisians, and residents
on this momentous occasion.”

Held under the theme ‘Growing sustainably, Developing
Maturely, Building Resiliency: Independence 40’, the service
saw Prime Minister Drew read the Old Testament Lesson from 1
Chronicles 16: 7-14, while Premier of Nevis the Hon Brantley
read the New Testament Lesson from 1 Peter 2: 4-5, 9-10.

Sermon was delivered by Pastor Renecia Huggins of St. Paul’s
Wesleyan Holiness. Other clergypersons taking part in the service
included Rev Onita Samuel-Warner, Apostle Debbie Isaac, Pastor
Ron Daniel, Pastor Boris Johnson, Prophet Tariq Hercules, and
The Rt. Rev Ernest A. Flemming.

The highly anticipated Independence 40 Praise & Worship
Concert was emceed by Bishop Dr. Phillip Webb, and Mrs Jasmine
‘Jazzy-D’ Thomas of ZIZ Broadcasting Corporation (ZBC). It
featured local acts led by Nevis-based Ms Venelle Powell, Blestina,
and Paige Gumbs from St. Kitts, and the Rootz Gospel Band.

Independence 40: PM
Drew hails National
Service of Gratitude
and Gospel Concert

Prime Minister the Hon Dr Terrance Drew, with Governor General Her Excellency Dame Marcella
Liburd, GCMG, JP, during the first half of the ceremony, which was the National Service of Gratitude.
Guest artists were the evergreen Grace Thrillers out of Jamaica,
and Todd Dulaney from the USA.

Prime Minister the Hon Dr Terrance Drew remained behind

and mingled with members of

(cont’d on page15)
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and I believe this is very important as we build out our people to
people ties, because ultimately the relationships that you build are
what matter most and those are what will last long into the future.

“I am really proud. I think that what we see here is a
manifestation of good cooperation and friendship between the
countries that have similar ideals and share a similar position. We
love freedom, we love democracy.”

The Premier conveyed his gratitude to the people and
Government of the ROC Taiwan, emphasizing that Taiwan has

ROC Taiwan Foreign
Minister Dr. Wu impressed...

(l-r) Foreign Minister of the Republic of China (Taiwan) Dr.
Jaushieh Wu; Premier of Nevis the Hon. Mark Brantley, and Facility
Manager Mr. Dane Sandiford tour the Malcolm Guishard
Recreational Park, Nevis on September 19, 2023

proven over the past forty years
of diplomatic ties to be St. Kitts
and Nevis’ best friend.

“Taiwan has answered
every call that we’ve made and
they have partnered with us
and the DNA of Taiwan is on
every facet of our development
over these past forty years.
“We thank Taiwan for the
excellent partnership, and here
in St. Kitts and Nevis Taiwan
has a lifelong friend.”

Foreign Minister Wu’s
delegation included His
Excellency Michael Lin,
Ambassador of the Republic of
China (Taiwan) to St. Kitts and
Nevis, and officers with the
Taiwanese Embassy on St.
Kitts.

(cont’d from page 07)
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the public as they swayed with
the rhythm of the gospel music
being belted out. Deputy Prime
Minister the Hon Geoffrey
Hanley joined the crowd and
could be seen swaying along
with members of the public,
even as the Ombudsman,
Bishop Cyprian Williams,
carried a huge national flag and
did not seem to tire even as
outdid the other celebrators.

Later Dr Hanley took
members of the Grace Thrillers
to meet with the Governor
General Her Excellency Dame
Marcella Liburd, Prime
Minister the Hon Dr Terrance
Drew, and Minister of Tourism
et al, the Hon Marsha
Henderson.

Activities during the National Service of Gratitude and Gospel Concert. Picture on top left shows Prime Minister Drew bidding
farewell to the Deputy Governor General for Nevis, Her Honour Hyleeta Liburd, O.B.E., M.H., and Mr Elmo Liburd.

Members of the Federal Cabinet R-L: The Hon Dr Geoffrey Hanley, the Rt Hon Dr Denzil
Douglas, the Hon Konris Maynard, the Hon Marsha Henderson, and the Hon Isalean
Phillip.

Clockwise from top: Deputy Prime Minister the Hon Dr Geoffrey Hanley; carrying the flag is the Ombudsman, Bishop Cyprian Williams;
celebrators dancing to a tune by the Grace Thrillers; Prime Minister the Hon Dr Terrance Drew watching the celebrators.

Members of the Grace Thrillers were taken by the Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon Dr
Geoffrey, to meet with the Governor General Her Excellency Dame Marcella Liburd,
Prime Minister the Hon Dr Terrance Drew, and Minister of Tourism the Hon Marsha
Henderson.

Independence
40: PM
Drew hails
National
Service of
Gratitude
and
Gospel
Concert
(cont’d from page 13)
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The CG United
Super50 Cup 2023 to
start on 17 October
with new eight-team
league format
Trinidad will host 31 matches from Tuesday
17 October to Saturday 11 November
Semi-finals and Final to be played under
lights at Brian Lara Cricket Academy

ST. JOHN’S, Antigua - Cricket West Indies (CWI) today announced the
match schedule and venues for the CG United Super50 Cup 2023. The region’s
premier List A 50-over tournament will bowl off on Tuesday, 17 October and
conclude on Saturday 11 November in Trinidad with a new eight-team league
format followed by Semi-Finals and Finals to determine the Champions.

The event will feature 31 matches to be played at three venues: the Brian Lara
Cricket Academy (BLCA), the Queen’s Park Oval (QPO) and the Sir Frank Worrell
Cricket Grounds of the University of the West Indies Sport and Physical Education
Centre (UWI SPEC) at the St. Augustine Campus. All 13 matches at the Brian
Lara Academy, including the semi-finals and final, will be televised live on ESPN
Caribbean, with 12 of those matches being day/night game.

This year’s CG United Super50 Cup will feature a new eight-team league with
each of the teams facing each other once. The top four in the league will qualify
for the “final four”. First place will play fourth place, with second place playing
third place in the two semi-finals which are slated for BLCA on Wednesday, 8
November and Thursday, 9 November. The final will be at the same venue on
Saturday, 11 November, where the winners will be become CG United Super50
Cup Champions and lift the Sir Clive Lloyd Trophy.

The West Indies Academy and Combined Campuses & Colleges (CCC) will
again join the traditional six franchises â€“ defending champions Jamaica Scorpions,
Barbados Pride, Guyana Harpy Eagles, Leeward Islands Hurricanes, Trinidad &
Tobago Red Force and Windward Islands Volcanoes.

Home side Trinidad & Tobago Red Force open this year’s tournament when
they take on the CCC at the Queen’s Park Oval on 17 October at 9am. Later on
that day the Guyana Harpy Eagles face Windward Islands Volcanoes at BLCA at
1pm in the first televised contest.

Miles Bascombe, CWI’s Director of Cricket said: â€œThis is a crucial stage in
our planning as we look to build towards the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 2027.
We see the upcoming CG United Super50 Cup as the perfect platform to establish
and incentivize a West Indies brand of play in the 50-over format, and for the
emergence of new talent. The introduction of the round robin format will provide
players with more ‘playing time’ in the middle as well as a balanced way of gauging
individual and team performances. We are pleased to again have CCC and the
West Indies Academy participating at the senior level as they join the other six
franchise teams as we look to widen the pool of players.”

Dominic Warne, CWI’s Commercial Director said: “The move to an eight-
team league in the CG United Super50 Cup provides fans with an exciting tournament
schedule with 31 matches scheduled in 26 days. Every game will be available from
first ball to last either live on ESPN Caribbean or streamed live on the Windies
Cricket YouTube channel. The new windiescricket.com Live Match Centre will
also give fans full match analysis plus live ball-by-ball scoring and commentary for
all 31 matches giving the widest access and coverage to the CG United Super50
Cup than ever before. We again welcome and thank our title sponsor and CWI
Official insurance partners CG United for their fifth consecutive year of support
which provides significant investment in cricket throughout the West Indies.”

FULL MATCH SCHEDULE
Venues: Queen’s Park Oval (QPO); Brian Lara Cricket Academy (BLCA);

UWI SPEC
17 October: Trinidad & Tobago Red Force vs CCC at QPO - 9am
17 October: Guyana Harpy Eagles vs Windward Islands Volcanoes at BLCA -
1pm
18 October: Leeward Islands Hurricanes vs Jamaica Scorpions at BLCA - 1pm
19 October: Trinidad & Tobago Red Force vs Windward Islands Volcanoes at

QPO â€“ 9am
19 October: CCC vs West Indies Academy at BLCA - 1pm
20 October: Barbados Pride vs Jamaica Scorpions at UWI SPEC - 9am
21 October: Leeward Islands Hurricanes vs West Indies Academy at QPO - 9am
21 October: Trinidad & Tobago Red Force vs Guyana Harpy Eagles at BLCA -
1pm
22 October: Windward Islands Volcanoes vs CCC at UWI SPEC - 9am
23 October: Guyana Harpy Eagles vs Leeward Islands Hurricanes at QPO - 9am
23 October: Barbados Pride vs West Indies Academy at UWI SPEC - 9am
25 October: Windward Islands Volcanoes vs Barbados Pride at BLCA - 9am
25 October: West Indies Academy vs Jamaica Scorpions at QPO - 9am
25 October: Guyana Harpy Eagles vs CCC at UWI SPEC - 9am
26 October: Trinidad & Tobago Red Force vs Leeward Islands Hurricanes at
BLCA - 1pm
27 October: Jamaica Scorpions vs CCC at UWI SPEC - 9am
28 October: Trinidad & Tobago Red Force vs West Indies Academy at QPO -
9am
29 October: Barbados Pride vs Guyana Harpy Eagles at UWI SPEC - 9am
29 October: Jamaica Scorpions vs Windward Islands Volcanoes at BLCA - 1pm
31 October: Windward Islands Volcanoes vs Leeward Islands Hurricanes at QPO
- 9am

(cont’d on next page)
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31 October: CCC vs Barbados Pride at UWI SPEC - 9am
1 November: West Indies Academy vs Guyana Harpy Eagles at UWI SPEC -
9am
2 November: Trinidad & Tobago Red Force vs Jamaica Scorpions at QPO - 9am
2 November: Leeward Islands Hurricanes vs Barbados Pride at BLCA - 1pm
3 November: West Indies Academy vs Windward Islands Volcanoes at UWI SPEC

- 9am
4 November: CCC vs Leeward Islands Hurricanes at QPO - 9am
4 November: Jamaica Scorpions vs Guyana Harpy Eagles at BLCA - 1pm
5 November: Trinidad & Tobago Red Force vs Barbados Pride at BLCA - 1pm
8 November: Semi-Final 1 at BLCA - 1pm
9 November: Semi-Final 2 at BLCA - 1pm
11 November: Final at BLCA - 1pm

The CG United Super50 Cup 2023 to start on 17
October with new eight-team league format

(cont’d from last page)

Cde. Mitchel Slader
Gets Star Of Merit
Recognition For
Workers  Union Service
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 21st September 2023)- Longstanding
Executive Member of the St.Kitts and Nevis Trades and Labour Union (a workers
representation organisation), Comrade Mitchel Slader is among a field of thirteen
(13) recipients honoured with the Companion of the Star of Merit award as part of
the Independence 40  anniversary celebrations.

His area of recognition is Trade Unionism/Labour Relations, and he has been
awarded in this category-likewise the other recipients- for long and meritorious
service, or for loyal and devoted service to the Nation.

The national awardees were spotlighted by Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew
on the occasion of National Heroes Day-Saturday 16th September 2023.

The other Companion of the Star of Merit awardees are as follows: Daniel
Arthurton - Agriculture, Farming, and Small Business Development, Ima Stanley -
Nursing, Ian Queeley - Law Enforcement, Carmen Ward - Education, Ingrid
Berridge - Education, Prisca Hyligar - Education and Religion. Dr. Osbert Liburd
- Agro-Business, Corporate Business and Diplomacy, Cynthia Williams - Education,
Avril Noel - Education, Peter Jenkins - Sports and Community Activism, Eldora
Samuel - Education and Rubie Taylor - Social Security

Additionally, awarded for outstanding and meritorious service to the Nation, the

Medal of Honour has bestowed upon sixteen awardees, namely:Felix Hodge -
Law Enforcement, Sydney Matthew - Music and Sports (Table Tennis), Altagracia
Nero - Entrepreneurship, Austin Williams - Law Enforcement, Joseph Liburd -
Law Enforcement, B Janetta Morgan - Education, M Astona Browne - Public
Service, Lenos Douglas - Law Enforcement, Charles ‘Ronnie Rascal’ Davis -
Culture, Music, and the Arts, Margaret Douglas - Education, Lynn Williams - Culinary
Arts, Allister Williams - Culture, Alva Bradley - Broadcasting, Donald Freeman -
Sports and Community Activism, Patrick Wallace - Law Enforcement and Austin
‘Deco’ Huggins - Sports.

While speaking about the legacies of the nation’s five National Heroes- The
Right Excellent Sir Robert Llewellyn Bradshaw, Sir Caleb Azariah Paul Southwell,
Sir Joseph Nathaniel France, Sir Simeon Daniel and Sir Kennedy Alphonse
Simmonds-the only living national hero, Dr. Drew encouraged all citizens and
residents to heroes in their daily lives.

“These heroes’ legacies remind us that dedication knows no bounds. They urge
us to see failures not as setbacks but as opportunities to grow sustainably, develop
maturely, and build resiliency. As they did, we too can transform our lives and our
nation,” he stated.

Dr. Drew went on to say: “But heroes are not just found in history books; they
walk among us every day. They are the educators shaping young minds, the
healthcare workers saving lives, the community leaders forging bonds, and the
individuals who, through small acts of kindness, make our nation stronger.”

“On this National Heroes Day, I challenge each of us to recognize the hero
within ourselves. We can all be heroes in our daily lives, not through grand gestures
but through simple acts of kindness, and empathy, and being our brothers’ and
sisters’ keepers.”

Front Page Photo: Longstanding Executive Member of the St.Kitts and
Nevis Trades and Labour Union (a workers’ representation
organization), Comrade Mitchel Slader - recipeint of the Companion of
the Star of Merit award as part of the Independence 40  anniversary
celebration in the area of Trade Unionism/Labour Relations.
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Match start times
confirmed for West
Indies vs England
Christmas Series in
December 2023

preferred seats and
benefit from a discount
compared to tickets
purchased at the venue
box office.

ST. JOHN’S, Antigua -
Cricket West Indies (CWI)
today confirmed the start times
for the first ever Christmas
Series played between West
Indies and England in
December 2023. The series will
feature eight matches â€“ three
CG United One-Day
Internationals (ODI) and five
T20 Internationals (T20I) from
3 to 21 December as fans get
the opportunity to rally at home
and celebrate with the West
Indies ahead of the Christmas
holidays.

England arrive in Antigua to
start the tour with two CG
United ODIs at the Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium on 3 and 6
December. The 1st CG United
ODI is a day game starting at
9:30am with the 2nd CG United
ODI starting at 1:30pm as a
day/night game. The 3rd and
final CG United ODI to be
played at Kensington Oval,
Barbados on 9 December will
also be a day/night game
starting at 1:30pm.

The five-match T20I starts
in Barbados with the first
match played at Kensington
Oval under lights starting at
6pm. The Spice Isle of Grenada
then welcomes both teams for
the 2nd and 3rd T20Is on 14
and 16 December with both
matches starting at 1:30pm.

The tour concludes in the
week before Christmas with
the 4th and 5th T20Is on
December 19 and 21. The Brian
Lara Cricket Academy in
Trinidad will be hosting a West
Indies vs England men’s fixture
for the first time with day/night
matches starting at 4pm.

Fans can purchase tickets in
advance from the Windies
Tickets service presented by
Mastercard at
Tickets.Windiescricket.com .
Fans who purchase online and
in advance can choose their

West Indies T20I captain
Rovman Powell batting
against England

FULL MATCH SCHEDULE (with start times)
3 December: 1st CG United ODI at Sir Vivian Richards Stadium, Antigua - 9:30am
6 December: 2nd CG United ODI at Sir Vivian Richards Stadium, Antigua - 1:30pm
9 December: 3rd CG United at Kensington Oval, Barbados - 1:30pm
12 December: 1st T20I at Kensington Oval, Barbados - 6pm
14 December: 2nd T20I at Grenada National Stadium, Grenada - 1:30pm
16 December: 3rd T20I at Grenada National Stadium, Grenada - 1:30pm
19 December: 4th T20I at Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Trinidad - 4pm
21 December: 5th T20I at Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Trinidad - 4pm
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