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No Bullying
This School

Year Nor Any
Other Year

The new school year here in St.Kitts and Nevis is about to
begin. Many children will be starting preschool, kindergarten,
primary and high school for the very first time while many others
fall in the category of school leavers either ready for the world of
work or pursue higher education at post-secondary college or
university level.

For those new school students and those continuing on their
academic journey through primary and secondary schools, more
than ensuring that these children have all the necessities for
learning-uniform-shoes, books, bags etc.-parents and guidance and
all others alike and involve in the upbringing of children-please
speak or continue to speak to your children about not bullying
others.

The Oxford Dictionary’s definition for bullying is ‘seek to harm,
intimidate, or coerce (someone perceived as vulnerable).’

And, lo and behold an example of the word used in a sentence
is: “her 11- year-old son has been constantly bullied at school”

Quite interested, right?
This is a serious life subject. All across the globe school bullying

is a major issue, and of course here in the Caribbean region and
zooming in closer to home, we all need to recognize that this is no
laughing matter. In the context of the Caribbean, we have a saying
that ‘All Joke Ain’t No Joke’. And in the context of bullying, we
have to be quite mindful that mocking people and making fun of
them might seem ‘haha’ funny to you but for those at the receiving
end of such verbal assault, many carry hurt over the years which

affects how the view life and go about life. Sad
thing about it is that some choose self-harm to
escape their painful reality.

It is a troubling issue like school bullying
which makes the saying ‘Sticks and stones may
break my bones but words can do no harm’
null and void.

You see the reality is, although there are
some children excited about the new school
year some are quite terrified.

Even in the instance of those school leavers,
just think about the reality that some were likely
bullied while on the flip side some were even
bullies themselves.

More people need to speak out about this
problem. Mental health wellness is a global
topic. Every child deserves to have a peace of
mind; not stressed out about others bullying
them.

We of this this newspaper are encouraging
everyone to do their part in preventing and
addressing school bullying.

Here are two serious questions to ponder
on while urging you to take on this social
responsibility. How would it make you feel if
you find out that there is a child scared to go

back to school because he or she is being bullied?
Secondly, how would you feel if that child was
your son, daughter, cousin, grandchild, neighbour,
godchild, niece, nephew or a friend’s grandchild
child?

No doubt that the second question would be
best to get your emotional response on this matter
because naturally we would not want to see our
loved ones harmed, and the good this about us
who are on the good side of the humanity is that
we treat the well-being of children in general as
everybody’s business.

To those professionals who are trusted to deal
with bullying reports, please always address it with
the seriousness deserved. Let us all pay attention
to the children around us and check in on the
mental well-being relating to any current or
potential mistreatment of abuse that could be
affecting them.  The bottom line is that together,
we can help them.  The future of the world
depends on how we protect and nurture our
children.

Our publication calls upon us a society to help
stomp out bullying from our schools.
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Duggins On Small
Business Growth
Talks Removing
Pain Points
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 31st August 2023)-
”The goal is to identify pain points and unnecessary rules that can
be eliminated to save small enterprises valuable time and money.
I will work with other ministries and agencies to streamline
procedures for registering new businesses, applying for licenses...”

So said Minister of Entrepreneurship Samal Duggins during
the official launch of the Ministry of Small Business and
Entrepreneurship held on Tuesday 29th August 2023, at the Royal
St.Kitts Hotel under the theme ‘Building Businesses, Fuelling
Innovation.’

He was at the time talking about an aspect of three pillars
identified as part of the vision for the new ministry.

He pointed out that when the government sought to create the
Ministry upon taking office last August, “we came in with a vision.
We recognize the need for entrepreneurial support.”

Duggins said the launch of the ministry is a few steps closer to
that vision.  He also mentioned that his vision is to nurture the
entrepreneurial ecosystem so that it continues to grow and thrive.

Praising the significance of small business, he remarked: “Small
businesses are indeed the back bone of St.Kitts and Nevis’
economy, providing jobs, innovation and opportunities for our
citizens. It is a responsibility I take care very seriously being your
minister. We know small business enterprises make up over 90
per cent of all businesses in our federation. Entrepreneurship is
engrained in our national spirit and identity from the small shops in
Basseterre to cottage industries in villages across the islands. Small
villages are woven into the fabric of our communities.”

The he talked about aiming to create policies and programmes
that provide better support for small businesses at every stage of
development from start-ups to established companies looking to
expand.

On the topic of access to capital, which he said is a key pillar
of his vision for the small business sector ,Duggins pointed out:
“Improving access to capital access to affordable financing remain
one of the biggest obstacles for small businesses and start-ups in
St.Kitts and Nevis. We need to expand opportunities for small
enterprises to secure the capital they need and get off the ground
and expand.

He continued:
“Strengthening loan guarantee
programmes that provide
critical backing for small
businesses trying to obtain
loans from commercial banks.
By sharing the risk, we help
more entrepreneurs qualify for
credit even if they lack
traditional collateral. With
improved access to capital, we
can unlock the potential of small
businesses to drive innovations,
create jobs and diversify our
economy.”

“By cutting red tape- small
businesses often struggle with
bureaucratic ‘red tape’ and
burdensome regulations was
identified as a pillar two.  As
Minister, I will spearhead
efforts to review and reform
policies to create a more
business friendly legal and
regulatory environment,” was
what he commented on for
Pillar 2.

He said also that the
government will conduct
comprehensive assessment of

existing regulations affecting small business.
“The goal is to identify pain points and unnecessary rules that

can be eliminated to save small enterprises valuable time and
money. I will work with other ministries and agencies to streamline
procedures for registering new businesses, applying for licenses,
paying taxes and meeting other compliance obligations,
digitalization of services will help to simplify and speed up
interactions with government for you-our entrepreneurs.”

Duggins added: “My aim is to reduce the hassle factor of small
businesses interacting with the government while balancing
important regulatory aims like consumer protection. By cutting
red tape, we allow small enterprises to focus resources on
productive business activities instead.”

On Pillar 3, he touched on expanding training and monitoring.
He pointed out that beyond access to capital and a supportive

regulatory climate, small business owners also need targeted
assistance to strengthen their managerial, financial and technical
skills. As minister, I would expand the training programmes offering
and focusing on areas like business plan development, financial
management, digital marketing, e-commerce and export readiness.
Additionally, we would launch new small business mentorship
initiatives that would match entrepreneurs with experienced
advisors and industry veterans who can provide tailored guideline
and support because by learning from others’ successes and
failures, small business owners can boost their own chances of
thriving.”

Photo: Minister of Entrepreneurship Samal Duggins (Spokesman
Screenshot credit:SKNIS)
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Patriots Skipper Blames Not
Sticking To Plan, Poor Bowling
During Matches Held In SKN
By: Spokesman Newsroom

Early Unveiling Of
New National
Carnival Queen
Pageant Contestants
Scheduled
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 31st August 2023) -
The new of contestants to vie in the prestigious newly-renamed
St.Kitts and Nevis Queen Pageant (National Carnival Queen
Pageant) are  scheduled to be unveiled to the public during the

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Thursday 31st August
2023)- “Nothing is guaranteed.
We come here, we tried to win
and it didn’t happen but nothing
is guaranteed. We are humans,
we gonna have to keep trying.
The true fans always gonna
remain true and keep
supporting but nothing is
guaranteed. The most we can
do is just stay positive and come
back strong.”

This was what St.Kitts and
Nevis Patriots Skipper
Sherfane Rutherford had to say
when quizzed by local reporters
on what he would say to fans
about the experience in St.Kitts.

He remarks followed a
losing streak closed off at the
Republic Bank Caribbean
Premier League (CPL) for the
12th match of the tournament
for games played at the Warner
Park Cricket Stadium on
Sunday 27th August 2023 which

saw the Trinbago Knight Riders
winning against the Patriots by
6 wickets (with 17 balls
remaining).

Commenting on the team’s
performance following that
game, he said: “I think we didn’t
bowl well again but having said
that it’s cricket so nothing is
guaranteed so I just think that
we need to take the positive
route and come back strong.”

Questioned about the
turnaround, Rutherford stated:

“...It’s just about confidence and
backing yourself and just stick
to your length as long as
possible. I didn’t think we stick
to our length ...I didn’t think we
stick to our plan for as long as
possible, and coming against a
team like Trinidad, you know
you have to stick to your plan
because they gonna come hard.
It didn’t went [go] for us.”

Results for other matches
played in the Fderation featuring
the Patriots, For the 10th Match
on Saturday 26th August 26,
2023, Barbados Royals won by
6 wickets (with 9 balls
remaining), for the 8th Match
played on Thursday 24th
August, Guyana Amazon
Warriors won by 65 runs and
for the 7th Match-which was
the first game featuring the

Patriots in St.Kitts-Nevis during
the tournament, The Jamaica
Tallawahs won by 8 wickets
(with 21 balls remaining).

Front Page Image: A look
at the match scene at the
Warner Park Cricket
Stadium on Wednesday
23rd August 2023 which
saw The Jamaica Tallawahs
won by 8 wickets (with 21
balls remaining) against
the St.Kitts and Nevis
Patriots.
 Image sourced via CPL.com had
to the following details- Jamaica
Tallawahs 157/2 (King 67,
Brooks 38; Thomas 1/25,
Drakes 1/28) beat St Kitts &
Nevis Patriots 156/9 (Da Silva
36, Drakes 29; Irshad 4/27,
Amir 3/20) by 8 wickets.

first week of September ahead
of the Friday 29th December
2023 show time.

The well- anticipated media
event is slated for Wednesday
6th September 2023 during live
streaming to place at 7:30PM
via the social media pages of
the St. Kitts-Nevis National
Carnival and ZIZ.

Chairperson of the St. Kitts-
Nevis National Carnival
Committee Carnival Shannon
Hawley during a recent
appearance on a live television
show dubbed ‘Sugar Fix’ for the
official Sugar Mas calendar -
aired on Monday 14 August-
pointed out that the committee
is ensuring that the contestants
have enough time.

She applauded the work put in by the Chairperson of the
Pageants Subcommittee Javon Liburd and his team.

“Javon and his team are really working hard with these ladies
behind the scenes to ensure that ‘Miss St. Kitts and Nevis’ is a
show this year. I know that the participation weaned off a bit over
the past few years, and we wanted to ensure that our contestants
had enough time to prepare for the competition. Last year, they
did not have enough time. This year we’re ensuring that these
young ladies have enough time to prepare to put their best foot
forward.”

It was on that ‘Sugar Fix’ show when the public firat learnt
about a planned early unveiling of the new contestants.

“We already have six amazing ladies who will be release in
the first week of September when we have our official media
launch and they are behind the scenes, practicing, working out,
having their sessions. Their sessions have started,” Hawley said
then.

The reigning National Carnival Queen is Shafeyah Guishard.
Front Page Photo: The reigning National Carnival
Queen is Shafeyah Guishard (credit: Facebook/St.Kitts-
Nevis National Carnival)
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Prime Minister Hon.
Dr. Terrance M.
Drew Hosts
Inaugural Annual
Scholarship
Ceremony: “Caring
Hands Supporting
Our Children”

Basseterre, Saint Kitts and Nevis, August 31,
2023 (Press Secretary - PMO) - Prime Minister
and Parliamentary Representative for Constituency #8,
Hon. Dr. Terrance M. Drew, demonstrated his
unwavering commitment to educational advancement
by hosting his first Annual Scholarship Ceremony at
the National Heroes Park in Conaree, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, on Wednesday, August 30th. The event, aptly
named “Caring Hands Supporting Our Children”,
celebrated the achievements of 63 bright young
students attending primary and secondary educational
institutions from diverse communities within his
constituency.

Prime Minister and Parliamentary Representative for Constituency #8, Hon. Dr. Terrance M. Drew and the recipients
of his Annual Scholarship, “Caring Hands Supporting Our Children”

Prime Minister and Parliamentary Representative for
Constituency #8, Hon. Dr. Terrance M. Drew

Dr. Drew has long been recognized as a fervent
advocate for educational pursuits, and this scholarship
ceremony marks a significant milestone in his ongoing
efforts to uplift the youth of his constituency. Over the
years, Prime Minister Drew has consistently provided
scholarships to deserving students, demonstrating his
dedication to fostering academic excellence and
supporting the dreams of young minds. However, this
year’s ceremony stands out as the largest endeavor
of its kind, with a remarkable increase in the number
of scholarships offered compared to previous years.

The ceremony was a heartwarming occasion,
attended by students, parents, educators, community
leaders, and senior government officials all gathering
to honor the recipients of these scholarships.

The event highlighted the Prime Minister’s deep
commitment to ensuring that every child within his
constituency has access to quality education and the
tools they need to build a brighter future.

 Speaking at the ceremony, Prime Minister Drew
emphasized the importance of education as the

(cont’d on page15)
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MOFA short urges UN to give
Taiwan a voice
Publication Date: August 29, 2023

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ short film “To Equality” highlights Taiwan’s achievements toward the
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals while advocating for the country’s right to a voice in
the global body’s general assembly and on the broader international stage. (MOFA)

A short film encouraging the United Nations to give Taiwan a voice at the upcoming General
Assembly and other activities, mechanisms and meetings of the international body was released
Aug. 28 by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

“To Equality” showcases Taiwan’s implementation of the U.N. Sustainable Development Goals,
including zero hunger, good health and well-being, quality education, gender equality, and partnerships
for the goals.

The film tells five stories, beginning with the schools established in rural areas of eastern Taiwan’s
Hualien County for children of the Indigenous Amis people. The topic shifts to the country’s first-
place position in rankings of gender equality in Asia for five consecutive years, then moves to focus
on use of telemedicine to connect isolated communities with the best doctors around the country.

The final two segments of the short film cover the use of blockchain technology by farmers in
the eastern county of Taitung to ensure food security and missions from Taipei City-based International
Cooperation and Development Fund (TaiwanICDF) to allies and developing countries around the
world to help enhance agriculture and public health.

The MOFA said that the short film is aligned with the theme of the 78th General Assembly,
“Rebuilding trust and reigniting global solidarity: Accelerating action on the 2030 Agenda and its

Sustainable Development Goals towards peace, prosperity,
progress and sustainability for all,” adding that the 78th UNGA
opens Sept. 5 in New York, with the general debate scheduled for
Sept. 19-23 and Sept. 26.

According to the ministry, the film is available in Chinese and
English on the ministry’s official Facebook page and Twitter
account, as well as its Trending Taiwan YouTube channel,
Facebook and Twitter. Videos subtitled in Arabic, French, German,
Indonesian, Japanese, Portuguese, Spanish, Thai, Ukrainian and
Vietnamese will be released in the following days.

In a tweet on its official Twitter account, the MOFA said,
“Because we intimately understand the pain of exclusion, #Taiwan
is all the more committed to advancing equality both at home &
abroad. That’s why we walk hand in hand with the world on the
path toward equity & sustainability. Support our @UN inclusion,
endorse #Taiwan4SDGs!” (YCH-E)

MOFA glad of UK
parliamentary
report’s China
concern
Publication Date: August 31, 2023

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs appreciates the recognition of
Taiwan as a country by the British Parliament’s House of Commons
Foreign Affairs Committee in a report on the United Kingdom’s Indo-
Pacific policy released Aug. 30. (MOFA)

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs sincerely welcomed the show
of support from the House of Commons Foreign Affairs
Committee for Taiwan’s sovereignty in a policy review report
published by the British parliamentary body Aug. 30.

In the document, which evaluates and makes suggestions
regarding the United Kingdom’s foreign policy in the Indo-Pacific,
the committee calls for the government to contribute to the defense
of the right of Taiwan’s people to self-determination. It is in this
context that the Foreign Affairs Committee acknowledges Taiwan
as a de facto independent country, citing factors such as its
government, clearly defined territory and permanent population.

The committee also urges the British government to increase
high-level official visits between the U.K. and Taiwan and to use
its position as a new member in the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership to campaign
for Taiwan’s admission.

The MOFA described the U.K. as a like-minded partner and
said that Taiwan has been deepening collaboration with the country
in education, economy and trade, offshore wind power, technology,
and the semiconductor industry. Taiwan’s government will continue
to promote cooperation and exchange with the U.K. in a variety
of fields with the aim of creating prosperity and welfare for the
people of both nations, the ministry added. (POC-E)
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Basseterre, St.
Kitts - With the start of
the new school year just
around the corner, the St.
Kitts Nevis Anguilla
Trading and
Development Company
Limited (TDC) has
partnered with the St.
Christopher and Nevis
Social Security Board to
refurbish two classrooms
at the Cotton Thomas
Comprehensive School.

By way of donation,
TDC contributed face
basins with faucets and
traps valued at just over
three thousand dollars to
support the ongoing
renovation efforts, which
began on Monday 28
August 2023.

In speaking about the
collaboration, Ms.
Charlene Bowry, the
Social Security Board’s
Senior Human Resource
Manager and Project
Coordinator shared her
enthusiasm about the
public and private sector
venture and the role it
plays in the advancement
of education.

“We are very
delighted to partner with
TDC Group of
Companies to upgrade
the learning and teaching
spaces for the students
and staff. This speaks to
the shared vision for
fostering education by
enhancing the existing
school environment to
make it more conducive
for the students to learn
and for the teachers who
give instructions at the
school,” expressed Ms.
Bowry.

Mr. Kashka
Thompson, TDC Client

TDC partners with the St.
Christopher and Nevis Social
Security Board to upgrade
the Cotton Thomas
Comprehensive School

Relations and Marketing Manager, stated why the
company endorsed the initiative.

“At TDC, we are staunch advocates for education
and continue to invest in our young people, who are
the future of our communities. We are proud to join
with the Social Security Board to upgrade the
classrooms at the Cotton Thomas Comprehensive
School as part of our annual Corporate Social
Responsibility agenda by providing the students and
teachers who will be using this institution with the best
possible learning environment, that will empower them
to achieve their fullest potential,” stated Thompson.

The community engagement project is being by
done the Health and Wellness Committee of the Social
Security Board, as part of its forty-fifth anniversary
activities and is expected to be completed by Friday
1st September 2023.

Email:  info@sknunion.com
THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN

Employees of the St. Christopher and Nevis Social
Security Board Health and Wellness Committee painting
the outside walls of one of the classrooms at the Cotton
Thomas Comprehensive School
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Reinstatement of Registered
Nurse Licenses for Saint Kitts
and Nevis Healthcare
Professionals Trained in Cuba

Prime Minister and Minister of Health Hon. Dr. Terrance Drew and Principal Nursing Officer, Dr.
Rondalyn Dennis-Bradshaw with the newly reinstated Licensed Registered Nurses and members of the St.
Christopher and Nevis Nurses and Midwives Council

Basseterre, Saint Kitts and Nevis, August 29, 2023 [Press Secretary, PMO] - On
Thursday, August 17, 2023, the St. Christopher and Nevis Nurses and Midwives Council officially
reinstated the Registered Nurse Licenses for all nurses who had undergone training at esteemed
universities in Cuba. The reinstated licenses signify the culmination
of a process aimed at acknowledging their valuable contributions
to the nation’s healthcare system.

In 2013, several nurses from Saint Kitts and Nevis pursued
training opportunities in Cuba to further their medical education
and skills, gaining General Nursing Certificates, and Associate
Degrees in Nursing, but were not recognized by the St. Christopher
and Nevis Nurses and Midwives Council upon returning to the
Federation. However, only those who completed the Bachelor of
Science Degrees in Nursing were licensed with the St. Christopher
and Nevis Nurses and Midwives Council in 2013, but their
licensures were rescinded in 2015.

Prime Minister and Minister of Health, Hon. Dr. Terrance Drew
addressing the nurses at the reinstatement ceremony

In a special ceremony held on Tuesday, August 29, 2023, at
the JNF General Hospital Conference Room, the Honourable
Prime Minister and Minister of Health, Dr. Terrance Drew,
formally recognized the nurses’ achievements and reinstatement
status as Licensed Registered Nurses. Prime Minister Drew
highlighted the significance of this occasion in a heartfelt address

to the nurses:
“There need to be some reparations, and I will see how much

compensation we can give for what you suffered...The Nursing
Council, now, has revisited your situation and they have taken, in
my estimation, the correct action, and today what has been delayed
for almost a decade, you are now being accepted fully as nurses
in the industry. I have worked with you. I have seen how you
work. In my estimation, there is no deficiency. You are as qualified
as any other nurse to work.”

He continued, “I want to encourage you to continue to be the
professionals that you areâ€¦I want you to take to heart the new
thrust that the Nursing Council has taken in terms of really bringing
you fully into the profession. I know you follow the codes of
Nightingale who set the trail for what the nursing profession is all
about. I encourage you to stay close to the ethos of the basis from
which the profession was formed.”

Prime Minister Drew further expressed his gratitude to the
four nurses for their remarkable service, commitment, and
indomitable spirit.
The New Licensed Registered Nurses are:

1. Nicole Browne
2. Lesley Hendricks-Anthony
3. Jennifer James
4. Natasha Mitchum
5. Trevalyn Madenborough
6. Teressa Maynard
7. Karensa Browne
8. Samantha Morson
9. Ashley Bedform
10. Amanda Caines
11. Danisha Grant
12. Vivene Green
The reinstatement of their licenses serves as a testament to

the Government’s unwavering support for healthcare professionals
and its commitment to enhancing the nation’s healthcare
infrastructure.

Also present at the ceremony were Principal Nursing Officer,
Dr. Rondalyn Dennis-Bradshaw; and Members of St. Christopher

(cont’d on next page)
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Reinstated Registered Nurse expressing gratitude to Prime Minister
and Minister of Health, Hon. Dr. Terrance Drew

and Nevis Nurses and Midwives Council including Mrs. Nikisha
Hazel, Chair, Mrs. Joycelin Caines-Williams, Registrar, Mrs.
Marshalette Smith-Anthony, Member; Mrs. Kerry Williams-
Tuckett, Director of Nursing Services and Member, and Mrs.
Keisha Rawlins, President of the St. Kitts Nurses Association,
and member.

Since assuming office in August 2022, the St. Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party Administration has launched numerous other
endeavors aimed at enhancing the quality of life for nurses in the
Federation. The Government made certain that nurses were fairly
compensated for their invaluable contributions during the COVID-
19 pandemic. Modifications to regulations now permit nurses to
renew their registration biennially, aligning with prevalent practices
in the region and around the world. Uniform adjustments were
implemented to prioritize the safety of nurses by eliminating caps
and belts. Additionally, unprecedented scholarship opportunities

Reinstatement of Registered
Nurse Licenses for Saint
Kitts and Nevis Healthcare
Professionals Trained in
Cuba

(cont’d from last page)

St. Kitts & Nevis National Carnival
Committee

EC$500 Cash For First
Calypso Release For Sugar
Mas 52
Wednesday, August 30, 2023

In line with the St Kitts Nevis National Carnival Committee’s
(SKNNCC) commitment to support the local music industry, a
cash award of EC$500.00 will be given to the senior calypsonian
who releases the first calypso song for Sugar Mas 52. The
calypsonian MUST participate in at least one stage of the 2023
St. Kitts Nevis National Carnival Senior Calypso Monarch
Competition including Elimination, Semi-finals, or Finals.

To qualify for this award, the Calypso must be released during
an official full-length interview on a radio station either in St Kitts
or Nevis. Internet releases on online platforms such as Facebook,
YouTube, Instagram, SoundCloud, TikTok, Web Page, etc. will
not be recognized as an official release. The Chairperson of the
Senior Calypso sub-committee must be notified via telephone or
email at least 24 hours before the scheduled date and time of the

release.
After the official

release, a copy of the
calypso MUST be emailed
in MP3 format to
calypso@skncarnival.com
within 48 hours. The email
submission should include
the names of the
calypsonian, the calypso,
the producer, the release
date, and the radio station
that facilitated the release.

The musical
accompaniment for the
calypso MUST include a
fusion of at least five (5)
of the following
instruments. These
instruments can include
drums, percussions, piano,
bass guitar, rhythm guitar,
brass, synthesizers, strings,

lead vocals, and backing
vocals. To ensure a high-
quality finished product, these
instruments must be
professionally recorded,
mixed, and mastered.

Submissions for this cash
incentive will commence on
September 1, and the
National Carnival Senior
Calypso Monarch Finals will
be staged on December 29,
2023.

The St. Kitts-Nevis
National Carnival Committee
is excited to witness the
creative expressions that will
enhance this year’s festivities
which will be celebrated
under the theme, ALL IN
WITH YOUR CREW FOR
SUGAR MAS 52Queen Independence



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 01ST 202310  -    NEWS -

BASSETERRE, SAINT
KITTS AND NEVIS, August
28, 2023 [Press Secretary,
PMO]â€“ In a significant move
towards enhancing
accessibility to quality education
and alleviating the financial
strain on parents, the
Government of Saint Kitts and
Nevis has announced a
momentous policy change.
Effective from the
commencement of the
upcoming school term in
September 2023, the subsidized
amount provided per child
attending public and private
nurseries, daycares, and
preschools will witness a
remarkable one hundred
percent increase (100%).

This landmark decision was
officially unveiled by the Prime
Minister of Saint Kitts and
Nevis, the Honorable Dr.
Terrance Drew, during a recent
interview on the popular radio
program “Issues” aired by
Freedom FM. Emphasizing the
importance of education from
early childhood to higher
learning, Prime Minister Drew
expressed the government’s
commitment to ensuring
equitable opportunities for
every child.

This groundbreaking
initiative underscores the
government’s steadfast
dedication to nurturing the
potential of every child in Saint
Kitts and Nevis. By doubling
the financial support for
childcare and early education,
the government aims to ease
the financial burden on families
and empower parents to make
the best choices for their
children’s educational journey.

The enhanced subsidy
program is set to be a
transformative step in the
socio-economic landscape of
the nation. The Government of
Saint Kitts and Nevis reaffirms
its commitment to building a

Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis Doubles Subsidized Childcare
Support, Easing Financial
Burden on Parents

future where every child can access quality
education, setting the stage for a prosperous
and inclusive society.

Photo: Prime Minister of Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Hon. Dr. Terrance Drew; Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Education, Hon. Dr. Geoffrey Hanley;
Attorney General, Hon. Garth Wilkin
with the children of Kickstart Preschool
during their visit to the Prime Minister’s
Office.

 1983-2023

Independence 40
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Beekeepers to
the rescue after
5 million bees
fall off truck in
Canada
Published  BBC NEWS

By  Nadine Yousif
BBC News, Toronto

IMAGE SOURCE,MICHAEL BARBER/TRI-CITY BEE RESCUE
Most of the bees were safely corralled back to their hives thanks to a dozen beekeepers who answered
calls for help from local police in Burlington, OntarioBeekeeper Michael Barber

woke up on Wednesday
morning to several calls from
police looking for help after five
million bees fell off a truck in
Canada.

The hives were being
transported when the straps
holding them in place came
loose, allowing them to slip free.

Mr Barber said he arrived
to “a pretty crazy cloud of
bees” who were “very angry,
confused and homeless”.

Drivers were told to keep
their windows up and
pedestrians to stay away.

The scene in Burlington,
Ontario was unlike anything Mr
Barber has experienced in his
11-year career.

“It was something else,” he
told the BBC. “I hope to never
experience it again.”

Mr Barber, who owns Tri-
City Bee Rescue in nearby
Guelph, said he first received
the calls from local police at
around 07:00 local time (12:00
GMT), informing him that there
was an accident that resulted
in bee hives being spread all
over the road.

At the same time police put
out a public call on social media
urging people to stay away from
the area, which is about an hour
south of Toronto.

The bees were in their hives
packed up on the back of a
truck and being transported to
their wintering location when
the accident happened.

As soon as Mr Barber
heard from police, he put out a
call to other beekeepers for
additional help. About a dozen
beekeepers eventually helped
corral the insects.

Mr Barber said the bees and
their hives were scattered over
a 400-meter (1,300-foot)
radius. On nearby cars and
mail posts some of the younger
bees were clustering, which he

said they do when they are
seeking safety.

“There were probably a
thousand bees on the front of
my truck,” he said.

Other bees, ones that were

(cont’d on page 13
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Burger King faces legal
claim over size of Whopper
Published  BBC NEWS

The Whopper on Burger King’s online menu
By Annabelle Liang
Business reporter

Wendy’s are facing a similar lawsuit in the US.
The class action lawsuit against Burger King alleged that the

Whopper was made to look 35% larger, with more than double
the amount of meat compared to what was actually served to
customers.

Burger King must face a
lawsuit that alleges it makes its
Whopper burger appear larger
on its menus than it is in reality,
a US judge has ruled.

The lawsuit accuses the fast
food giant of misleading
customers by showing the
burger with a meatier patty and
ingredients that “overflow over
the bun”.

“The plaintiffs’ claims are
false,” Burger King told the
BBC.

Rivals McDonald’s and
IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES

A Burger King Whopper hamburger on offer in a California
restaurant

Burger King had earlier
argued that it was not required
to deliver burgers that look
“exactly like the picture”.

In the ruling, US District
Judge Roy Altman said it should
be left to jurors to “tell us what
reasonable people think”.

However, he dismissed
claims that Burger King misled
customers with its television and
online advertisements.

“The flame-grilled beef
patties portrayed in our
advertising are the same patties
used in the millions of Whopper
sandwiches we serve to guests
nationwide,” a Burger King
spokesperson said in a
statement after the ruling.

Lawyer Anthony Russo,
who represents the plaintiffs, did
not immediately respond to a
BBC request for comment.

The Burger King website
describes the Whopper as “the
burger to rule them all”, that
contains a “real meaty” beef
patty, and other ingredients.

Other fast food chains have
recently faced legal challenges
over claims of false advertising.

Earlier this year, Taco Bell
was sued in the US for selling
pizzas and wraps that allegedly
contained half the filling that
was advertised.

Last year, a man in New
York proposed a class-action
lawsuit against McDonald’s
and Wendy’s, in which he
accused the two companies of
unfair and deceptive trade
practices.

The lawsuit alleged that
McDonald’s and Wendy’s
burgers in marketing materials
were at least 15% larger than
they were in real life.

In the UK, the Advertising
Standards Authority (ASA)

(cont’d on next page)
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looked into a complaint regarding an advert for one of
Burger King’s chicken burgers in 2010, which was
upheld.

“In that case, the burger was not as plump and did

Burger King faces legal
claim over size of
Whopper (cont’d fromm last page)

Live worm found in
Australian woman’s
brain in world first
Published  BBC NEWS
By Phil Mercer
BBC News, Sydney

In a world first, scientists say an 8cm (3in) worm has been found alive in the
brain of an Australian woman.

The “string-like structure” was pulled from the patient’s damaged frontal lobe
during surgery in Canberra last year.

“It was definitely not what we were expecting. Everyone was shocked,” said
operating surgeon Dr Hari Priya Bandi.

The woman, 64, had for months suffered symptoms like stomach pain, a cough
and night sweats, which evolved into forgetfulness and depression.

She was admitted to hospital in late January 2021, and a scan later revealed “an
atypical lesion within the right frontal lobe of the brain”.

But the cause of her condition was only revealed by Dr Bandi’s knife during a
biopsy in June 2022.

The red parasite could have been alive in her brain for up to two months, doctors
said.

The woman, who lived near a lake area in south-eastern New South Wales
state, is recovering well.

Her case is believed to be the first instance of a larvae invasion and development
in the human brain, researchers said in the Emerging Infectious Diseases journal
which reported the case.

‘I pulled it out... and it was happily moving’
The neurosurgeon who found the worm said she had only begun to touch the

brain part that had shown up strangely in the scans when she felt it.
“I thought, gosh, that feels funny, you couldn’t see anything more abnormal,”

said Dr Bandi.
“And then I was able to really feel something, and I took my tweezers and I

pulled it out and I thought, ‘Gosh! What is that? It’s moving!”
“Everyone was shocked. And the worm that we found was happily moving,

quite vigorously, outside the brain,” she said.

expert, on what they
should do.

“Everyone [in] that
operating theatre got the
shock of their life when
[the surgeon] took some
forceps to pick up an
abnormality and the
abnormality turned out to
be a wriggling, live 8cm
light red worm,” said Dr
Senanayake.

“Even if you take
away the yuck factor, this
is a new infection never
documented before in a
human being.”

Researchers warn the
case highlights the
increased danger of
diseases and infections
being passed from
animals to people.

The Ophidascaris
robertsi roundworm is
common in carpet
pythons - non-venomous
snakes found across
much of Australia.

Scientists say the
woman most likely
caught the roundworm
after collecting a type of
native grass, Warrigal
greens, beside a lake near
where she lived. The area
is also inhabited by
carpet pythons.

Writing in the journal,
Australian parasitology
expert Mehrab Hossain
said she suspected the
woman became an
“accidental host” after
using the foraged plants -
contaminated by python
faeces and parasite eggs
- for cooking.

“The invasion of the
brain by Ophidascaris
larvae had not been
reported previously,”
writes Dr Hossain.

“The growth of the
third-stage larva in the
human host is notable,
given that previous
experimental studies
have not demonstrated
larval development in
domesticated animals,
such as sheep, dogs, and

BBC.
“Consumers should be

able to trust the ads they
see and hear. Ads should
not be materially
misleading, should not be
ambiguous and should not
exaggerate or leave out
any important
information,” she added.

not have as much filling
as in the ad and so we
banned it,” Donna Castle
from the ASA told the

IMAGE SOURCE,ANU
A brain scan and the ‘happily moving’ worm in a specimen jar

She then consulted her colleague Sanjaya Senanayake, an infectious diseases

cats.”
Dr Senanayake - who is also an associate professor

of medicine at the Australian National University
(ANU) - told the BBC the case is a warning.

The ANU team reports that 30 new types of
infections have appeared in the last 30 years. Three-
quarters are zoonotic - infectious diseases that have
jumped from animals to humans.

“It just shows as a human population burgeons, we
move closer and encroach on animal habitats. This is
an issue we see again and again, whether it’s Nipah
virus that’s gone from wild bats to domestic pigs and
then into people, whether it’s a coronavirus like Sars
or Mers that has jumped from bats into possibly a
secondary animal and then into humans.”

“Even though Covid is now slowly petering away,
it is really important for epidemiologistsâ€¦ and
governments to make sure they’ve got good infectious
diseases surveillance around.”

Bee-keepers
to the rescue
after 5 million
bees fall off
truck in
Canada
angrier and older, were buzzing around.

After a few hours, most of the bees were able to
find their hives, Mr Barber said, but a few hundred
bees did not survive the accident.

Some beekeepers were also stung.
The driver of the truck was stung more than 100

times, Mr Barber said, as he wasn’t wearing a full
beekeeper suit. Paramedics were nearby and he was
not seriously injured.

“There were a lot of flying bees that made even
beekeepers in full suits nervous,” he said.

He said he was grateful for the many local
beekeepers that worked to keep the insects and the
public safe, and added that the incident is a good
reminder to always securely strap your bees.

“Lesson learned. Everybody survived and a few
bees were hurt,” he said. “Hopefully the hives will
survive the winter.”

(cont’d from page 11)
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NOTICE
FROM THE

WATER
SERVICES

DEPARTMENT
The Water Services

Department wishes to inform
you of the closure of its office
at Needsmust with
immediate effect, until further
notice.  Our Hotline
Operators continue to
function and can be contacted
at 465-8000 or 141 to address
all faults and emergencies.
Persons wishing to pay their
bills will be accommodated at
the General Post Office.

The Department
apologizes for any
inconvenience caused.

31st August, 2023

Conserve
Water
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IMPORTANT NOTICE The distribution of decals for
the upcoming season will begin
on Monday, 04 September
2023. Taxi and Tour Bus
operators are kindly asked to
visit the office of the St. Kitts
Tourism Authority and
complete the inspection process
for their decal renewal based
on the letter of their last name
as per the roster above.

Please be reminded that
individuals who did not attend
the mandatory travel-approved
training may not be eligible to
receive the 2024 decal.

The cost for the decal is
XCD $40.00. Decals renewed
after 31 December 2023 that
are over a year will attract a
cost of XCD $50.00.

Individuals will not be
penalized for renewing their
decals earlier than scheduled.

We look forward to your full
co-operation.

cornerstone of progress for any
society. He stated, “Investing in
education is not just an
investment in individual futures
but in the future of our nation.
These scholarships are a
symbol of our belief in the
potential of our children and a
testament to the power of unity
within our community.”

The “Caring Hands
Supporting Our Children”
scholarship ceremony was not
only a celebration of academic
achievement but also a
reflection of the Prime
Minister’s dedication to
fostering a stronger, more
prosperous Saint Kitts and
Nevis. By providing these
scholarships and formalizing the
ceremony, Prime Minister and
Parliamentary Representative
for Constituency #8 Hon. Dr.
Terrance M. Drew has set a
precedent for future
generations of leaders and
citizens alike.

Prime
Minister
Hon. Dr.
Terrance
M. Drew
Hosts
Inaugural
Annual
Scholarship
Ceremony:
“Caring
(cont’d from page 05)

 1983-2023

Independence 40



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 01ST 202316  - SPORTS -

Freeman Scores Four To
Deliver St. Paul’s Win,
Cayou Falls Again

Defending SKNFA Premier League Champions S L Horfords St. Pauls’ United
made a case for their title defense on Monday night at the SKNFA Technical
Center with a resounding 4-0 victory over playoffs upstarts MFCR Old Road United
Jets in the 2023 Super Six Playoffs. All four goals were scored by St. Paul’s’
talisman and the regular season MVP and leading goal scorer Keithroy Freeman.
The manager of St. Paul’s Derionne Edmeade, commented on the improved effort
in his team’s defense. “Tonight, we really saw a lot of communication in defense,”
he said.

In the earlier match of Monday’s playoff double-header, Rams Village Superstars
dispatched Flow 4G Cayon Rockets 2-0 to make Cayon’s chance of making the
finals, very, very slim. Goals were scored by Kimaree Rogers and Tahir Hanley in
the second half of the match. Assistant Coach of the Village Superstars Vaughn
Patrick, said the players were in good spirits and were well prepared to start the
match on the front foot. “I must commend the fellas for a well-hard-fought victory.
We have been instilling in them all the time that they have to start the game
(strong)...Today they got the go-ahead goal and then we kept up the momentum
and continued,” Patrick surmised.

Cayon’s Coach Al Richards said Cayon did everything right except score. “We
had chances in the first half, chances in the second half - nothing. If you don’t
score your goals, and you make a mistake, that’s it,’ Richards added. The Super
Six playoffs now move to the Warner Park football stadium where each team will
play two matches to complete the round-robin round of the tournament before the
two finalists are decided.

Johnson Withe Bat,
Thorne with Ball Deliver
Superb Win in 2nd Youth
ODI
Aug. 30, 2023

A brilliant batting display, followed by disciplined bowling led West Indies Rising
Stars Men’s Under 19 to a superb victory over Sri Lanka Under 19 in the second
Youth One-Day International on Wednesday at the International Cricket Stadium
in Dambulla.

Jordan Johnson made a match-winning century after West Indies were asked
to bat first. They scored 320-8 off their 50 overs. Isai Thorne then produced a
quick spell of fast bowling which wreck the Sri Lanka batting. The home side were
bowled out for 125 in the 31st over as West Indies won by a whopping 195 runs.
The series is now levelled 1-1 with the third and final match to be played on Friday.

The left-handed Johnson played with great aplomb as he recorded his maiden
century in his seventh Youth ODI. He made 105 off just 79 balls with 12 fours and
three sixes. He brought up his century when he got a single into the leg side which
was met with rapturous applauds by teammates and spectators. He celebrated by
taking a “bow” and raising his bat aloft.

He shared a crucial third-wicket stand of 160 with Joshua Dorne, who made 56
off 73 balls with six boundaries. When they both fell, Tarrique Edward maintained
the momentum with an explosive 53 not out which came off just 36 balls as he
smashed two boundaries and three towering sixes.

In the second half of the match Thorne took centre stage as he grabbed three
wickets in the space of 12 balls to leave the Sri Lanka innings in tatters at 40-6 in
the 14th over. He ended with impressive figures of 7-3-18-3. He was well supported
by new ball bowlers Deshawn Edwards (3-30) and Nathan Edward (2-17). It was
also a good day in the field as wicket-keeper Divonie Joseph held three catches on
debut - including two in one over off the rampaging Thorne.

Keithroy Freeman scored all four goals for St. Pauls.

World Athletics
Championships 2023: Medal
table and GB medallists as
team equal best haul
From the sectionAthletics BBC SPORTS

Great Britain’s medals in Budapest
Gold - 2:
Katarina Johnson-Thompson won gold after edging out American Anna Hall
by 20 points in the heptathlon.
Josh Kerr stunned Jakob Ingebrigtsen to take 1500m gold.

Silver - 3:
Lewis Davey, Laviai Nelson, Rio Mitcham and Yemi Mary John came second
in a dramatic 4x400m mixed relay won by the United States in world record time.
Matthew Hudson-Smith went on to take 400m silver behind Jamaica’s Antonio
Watson.
Keely Hodgkinson took 800m silver behind Kenya’s Mary Moraa.

Bronze - 5:
Zharnel Hughes won 100m bronze to claim Britain’s first medal in the event
since Darren Campbell in 2003.
Ben Pattison secured a surprise 800m bronze. to earn his first global medal.
The women’s 4x100m relay team of Asha Philip, Imani-Lara Lansiquot, Bianca
Williams and Daryll Neita also won bronze.
The men’s and women’s 4x400m relay teams both won bronze medals with
determined displays.

Great Britain won 10 medals in Budapest to equal their best-ever haul at a
World Athletics Championships.

Keely Hodgkinson and the 4x400m relay teams won medals on the final day to
help Britain finish seventh in the final medal table.

Britain recorded a haul of two golds, three silver and five bronze medals after
nine days of competition.

Britain won 10 medals in Stuttgart in 1993 when Linford Christie, Colin Jackson
and Sally Gunnell took golds.

Great Britain finish the championships with 10 medals
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