
Year 67   NO. 19 EC $2.00BASSETERRE,  ST. KITTS,  W.I. FRIDAY, 06th OCTOBER, 2023

 At The Pumps This Weekend Maximum Price ULG per gallon -           Dated :  04/10/23          DELTA $16.12/  SOL $15.38

RECALL
REACTION

STORY ON PAGE 03

PUSHED
PARENT

STORY ON PAGE 03



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, OCTOBER 06TH 20232

THE SPOKESMAN - ESTABLISHED MAY 1957
Published by:  The St. Kitts-Nevis Trades & Labour Union
Ag. Editor:  Precious Mills

  Editorial

 - OPINION / LOCAL NEWS -

Masses House, Church Street
P.O. Box 239 . Basseterre . St. Kitts . West Indies

 Tel: (1 869) 465-2229 <> Fa: (1 869) 466-9866
Email:  info@sknunion.com

Website: www.thelabourspokesman.com

Conserve Water
Take

Shorter Showers

TS Tropical
Storm Gives
Reminder

As if some of us here in St.Kitts-Nevis needed a gentle
reminder, here came the recent passage of Tropical Storm
Phillipe giving us a slight brush with no major damage to
report on.

So in a timely follow-up to last week’s editorial, came
the weather disturbance to remind us to take preparations
during the hurricane season very seriously.

The use of social media provides an opportunity for
us to see different angles of the disastrous impact of
hurricanes and tropical storms at home throughout the
region and further abroad.

Most recently, looking around at other neighbouring
islands with the passage of Tropical Storm Phillipe, many
of us of course realize that indeed we could have been
worse. And while we can comfortably count our blessings
in this regard, we have to also face the fact that we need
to ensure that we prepare properly for any stormy
weather conditions.

 We have seen the heavy flood waters in Dominica
and Antigua and while many residents on St.Kitts and
Nevis said they wanted or expected more rainfall
throughout the country because ‘we need the rain’, the
saying goes â€˜Be careful what you wish forâ€™ comes
to mind.

On another note, to those thrill seekers who go
sightseeing after or during a storm, to capture on their
smartphones the flood water and destroyed property to

share about social media,
caution must be taken that such
activity can be quite hazardous.

Again, we of this
publication, hereby further
caution residents to prepare
for safety during this hurricane
season and all others to follow.
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Condor Comments
On UN Ambassador
Recall Situation
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Wednesday 4th October 2023)-
”This is a real embarrassment for our country. This is publicity
that we don’t need, and it is sad that we find ourselves in this
position, and the government is going to have to take some steps
in terms of making sure we do some damage control on this.”

So said former government minister and former ambassador
to the United Nations Sam Condor while speaking on Freedom
FM’s ‘Groundings’ programme aired live on Friday 29th September
2023 while commenting on the recent recall of Ambassador and
Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the United
Nations Nerys Dockery.

He highlighted: “I am not talking about the recalling; I am talking
about how we find ourselves in this position.”

According to him: “This is just really something I am really
unhappy about and the government has to take a look at how we
deal with these matters... not only selection but process and
leadership, but like I said we’re going to discuss these things
because they are important for our country-the image of our
country.”

“That is the biggest stage in the world... Ambassadors were
calling me from all over [asking] ‘What’s happening?’ ‘How could
we help, Sam? ‘This is not looking good’.”

Recalled Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts
and Nevis to the United Nations Nerys Dockery seen at an event
during Diplomatic Week in St.Kitts-Nevis held during the month of
April 2023. (SKNIS Photo)

He indicated that those who contacted him were “people who
have our interests at heart.”

 At the biggest stage in the world; there’s no bigger stage than
the United Nations ...This was in the main hall of the United
Nations...This is a serious matter and it needs serious attention
which we have to deal with as a country.

Condor alluded that in such a situation, the government would

“have to write to the UN and
communicate that we’re
recalling our ambassador and
she will be replaced.”

A communique issued by
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
dated September 27, 2023 said
Dockery “has been recalled to
Capital for consultations with
immediate effect.”

It was further shared that:
“The Government remains
committed to promoting the
interests of Saint Kitts and
Nevis within the international
community and to advancing its
principled foreign policy.”

Additionally: “Government
has identified an Interim
Representative who is presently
undergoing the accreditation
process.”

Front Page Image: Former
government minister and
former ambassador to the
United Nations Sam
Condor

‘See me first as a
parent’ Says
Ambassador Natta
Nelson Following
Swearwords Video
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Wednesday 4th October
2023) - “My sole intention was to protect my child; That’s the
first thing that I have to do, and worry about everything else
after. That’s the nature of a good parent - to me in my book.”

This was what Ambassador Leon Natta-Nelson said during
a recent live Facebook interview with well-known social media
video blogger Romnage ‘Shaq’ Benjamin of Model Cop News
(MCN) on Sunday 1st October 2023- in talking about a recent
incident which saw him reacting after his 8-year-old son was
allegedly robbed of his chain and pushed by a “young man”
outside of his home.

Public debate came after a video surfaced via social media
which saw him using swear words during a confrontation
moment.

He questioned: “How could somebody in front me gate rob
me son?”

As understood, the incident took place on Independence Day
-Tuesday19th September.

“This happened, of all days ,when we’re celebrating 40 years
of independence, my child is being attacked on Independence
Day,” he expressed.

Natta Nelson pointed out that: “My son expressed to his
mother who called me immediately that somebody took his chain

(cont’d on page 14)
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Basseterre, Saint Kitts
and Nevis, October 6, 2023
(Press Secretary, PMO) - In
a significant move to address
the ongoing water crisis
affecting parts of Saint Kitts
and Nevis, the Government has
initiated the distribution of water
storage tanks to areas most
severely impacted by drought.
The announcement was made
by Prime Minister Hon. Dr.
Terrance Drew during his
recent press event, ‘The
Roundtable,’ held on October
5th, 2023.

With a keen focus on
improving the lives of citizens
and ensuring access to a vital
resource, the Government is
actively taking measures to
mitigate the challenges posed
by water scarcity.

Prime Minister Drew
emphasized that water storage
tank distribution efforts are
primarily aimed at aiding the
economically and financially
constrained residents of the
“hardest-hit” areas, particularly
in Cayon and St. Peters.

Prime Minister Drew
stated, “We estimated for those
persons who need it most.
Economically and financially,
they have been constrained at
this time and so the Government
has gone ahead to introduce a
project to address these needs.
So, it is really for those who are
hardest hit, which are certain
parts in Cayon and St. Peters.”

In a related development,
Prime Minister Drew provided
an update on the discovery of
a substantial underground water
well in the Cayon area. While
preliminary tests indicate the
water is potable, a thorough 72-
hour constant rate pumping test
is pending to ensure its
suitability for broader usage.

“Right now in Cayon we
have discovered the largest
well of underground water ever
in Saint Kitts and Nevis. We
have tested it initially, very
potable, good water. We have
to do what you call the 72-hour
test, where you have the pipes
down and you let the water run
and you keep testing it. You
don’t want to just take water
from let’s say one area and that
water is good but the water
coming from another area may

not be good”, Prime Minister Drew announced. “The well is about
700,000 to 1 million gallons per day which is a significant amount
of water. It will eliminate all of the water shortages in Cayon,
Keys, and the environs.”

The Prime Minister further highlighted that the Basseterre area
would also experience relief from water issues as water previously
sourced from the Basseterre Valley aquifer would be redirected
to serve Basseterre and St. Peters.

Prime Minister Drew added, “The water that used to come
from the Basseterre Valley aquifer that supplies this area over
here (Frigate Bay area) will no longer be used so that water can

Government of Saint Kitts and
Nevis Takes Intentional Steps
to Alleviate Water Crisis

(L-R) Prime Minister Hon. Dr. Terrance Drew and Sign Language
Interpreter Mrs. Lanicia Collins-Williams at ‘The Roundtable

now be diverted back to
Basseterre, St. Peters, and so
forth.”

In addition to this

(cont’d on next page)
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modification, a 2-million-gallon
desalination plant will be
constructed in the upcoming
year” Dr Drew added.

As part of the government’s
comprehensive strategy, the
Bedrock Exploration
Development Technologies
(BEAD) St. Kitts Ltd will
continue drilling efforts across
the island in search of additional
potable water sources. This
initiative includes the installation
of additional water storage
tanks to efficiently store excess
water once discovered.

Prime Minister Drew
reaffirmed the administration’s
commitment to eliminate the
water crisis and address the
challenges posed by climate
change. He also noted that
previous administrations had
â€œdropped the ballâ€€ to
rectify the water issues facing
the nation.

“Water is something you
donâ€™t play with. Everybody
needs water. After air, the most
vital thing to the human body is
water, air then water then food,
in that order. People
understand that water is a basic
need, and we need to get it
done. The administration
dropped the ball. And so, we
have only been in here for a
year and we have responded
with desalination, drilling, and
water tanks. Those things could
have been done since between
2015 and 2017 with the then
administration and resolve the
water problem.”

The Government of Saint
Kitts and Nevis remains
steadfast in its commitment to
providing access to clean and
reliable water sources for all
citizens, acknowledging the
critical importance of water as
a fundamental human right.

Government
of Saint
Kitts and
Nevis Takes
Intentional
Steps to
Alleviate
Water Crisis
(cont’d from last page)

Sagicor Financial Company Ltd. Completes
Acquisition of ivari

Toronto and Barbados
(October 3, 2023) - Sagicor
Financial Company Ltd. (“Sagicor”
or the “Company”) (TSX: SFC)
today announced the completion
of its previously announced
acquisition of ivari from Wilton Re
Ltd.

Andre Mousseau, President
and Chief Executive Officer of
Sagicor, said: “This is a significant
day in the proud history of Sagicor.
The Canadian market, with which
the Caribbean has many ties, is a
natural one for Sagicor to grow
into. ivari is a great fit; its product
portfolio aligns with our strength

you in the years to come.”
Headquartered in Toronto, ivari is a leading individual life insurer

with over 90 years of history serving the Canadian middle market. ivari
has approximately 700,000 policyholders across Canada and has
approximately 300 employees.

Consistent with prior disclosure, the transaction is expected to be
materially accretive to book value per share and earnings per share, and
approximately neutral on a debt to capital basis. The Company expects
to file a Business Acquisition Report on SEDAR+, including pro forma
financial statements, on or before December 17, 2023. The purchase
price of C$375 million was funded by a new US$320 million senior secured
term loan facility with a syndicate of international and Canadian banks.
Sagicor may opt to replace or refinance this term loan with debentures
issued in the debt capital markets or other financing sources in whole or
in part if and when appropriate, consistent with its capital allocation
strategy.

For additional details regarding the transaction, please refer to the
news release dated August 25, 2022, and related materials,
available on SEDAR+ and on the Company’s website.

in individual life insurance, their
team’s strong culture mirrors ours,
and it is financially attractive.
Adding ivari immediately
enhances our earnings generation,
expands our asset base in a highly
rated investment grade
jurisdiction, and provides an
attractive avenue for growth.”

Mr. Mousseau continued, “I
would like to extend a warm
welcome to all of ivari’s employees
and partners. On behalf of all of
my colleagues across the 21
countries in which we operate, we
welcome you to the Sagicor family
and look forward to working with
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NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (October 02, 2023)-
A Mandarin student in Nevis
was declared winner of the
2023 Taiwan International
Corporation and Development
Fund (ICDF) Mandarin-
Speaking Competition.

An announcement by the
Embassy of the Republic of
China (Taiwan) in St. Kits and
Nevis informed that on
September 25, Ms. Jada John
outshined competitors from
nine other nations and her lively
expressions and gestures during
her presentation left everyone
spellbound.

The statement said “It is
hard warming to see how
Taiwan and St. Kitts and Nevis
are forging stronger bonds
through different events. This
cultural exchange takes the two
countries’ friendship to new
heights.”

Meantime, Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of
Education Mr. Kevin Barrett
recently congratulated Premier
of Nevis the Honorable Mark
Brantley for being instrumental
in the introduction of Mandarin
Chinese in schools in Nevis in
2020.

Mr. Barrett noted that
Premier Brantley, then
Minister of Foreign Affairs in
the Federal government, had
brought the idea to the Ministry
of Education.

“This year, twenty-seven
persons on Nevis passed the
Test of Chinese as a Foreign
Language. We would have had
that ceremony on August 31.
Last April, some of these same
students did what we call the
pilot test. I believe the results
of that boosted their confidence
and led them to make that
decision of taking the real test.

“And had it not been for that
conversation Mr. Premier and
your foresight, we perhaps
would not have been
celebrating this achievement
today,” Mr. Barrett said during
a ceremony to welcome ROC
Taiwan’s Foreign Minister His
Excellency Dr. Joseph Wu to
Nevis on September 19.

Premier Brantley was
impressed with the ability of the
students on Nevis to speak
Mandarin and even sing

Mandarin songs. He said

Nevisian Jada John wins ICDF
Mandarin-Speaking
Competition

learning a second language,
especially one spoken by more
than one billion persons
worldwide, augers well for
their future studies, careers,
and overall personal
development.

“I believe that

Ms. Jada John of Nevis wins the 2023 Taiwan International
Corporation and Development Fund Mandarin-Speaking
Competition

Ms. Jada John of Nevis with the ICDF Mandarin Instructor based on
Nevis Ms. Chen Chi

communication is critical if we are to know each other. The beautiful
thing about the introduction of Mandarin in our schools is that
these youngsters now know about Taiwan, the Taiwanese culture
and music, and I believe this is very important as we build out our
people to people ties.”

In addition to lessons at the secondary schools, Mandarin
Chinese classes are now being offered to the Nevisian public by
Ms. Chen Chi, a professional Mandarin instructor from ROC
Taiwan.
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NCI’s Board Chairman, thanks
founder as company looks
forward to another 50 years

Antioch Baptist Church in Lime Kiln, West Basseterre, under the
theme ‘Living in the Power of Transformation’, Chairman Liburd
gave details of how the company has grown following its
establishment by visionary founder, Sir Edmund Wickham
Lawrence GCMG OBE CSM JP.

“From humble beginnings, in a one-room office on Fort Street,
Basseterre, the company has grown significantly over the past
fifty years,” he said. “The Board now consists of ten members
and a secretary. There are about 66 members of staff in St. Kitts,
and I have 12 in Nevis, and eight in Anguilla.”

Of the original three staff members, one of them, Mr Denzil
Crooke, who years later became the company’s General Manager,
was at the church service, along with three other former general
managers, Mrs Judith Attong, Mr Michael Martin, and Mr Eugene
Hamilton.

The service was also attended by Governor General Her
Excellency Dame Marcella Liburd, GCMG, JP, Prime Minister
the Hon Dr Terrance Drew, Deputy Prime Minister the Hon Dr
Geoffrey Hanley, Managing Director of National Bank Group of
Companies Mr Terrence Crossman, Directors of NCI and
Directors of the National Bank Group of Companies.

Ambassador Liburd pointed out that during his tenure as the
Chairman, he will continue to ensure that the company meets its
goals and profits over the next fifty years by among others
embracing new technology to enhance the company’s
competitiveness, by introducing new products to the market,
facilitating the training of staff, upgrading the branch offices, and
to construct a state of the art headquarters in St. Kitts.

“Let us embrace the theme for the 50th Anniversary, which
says, ‘At 50 We Stand Tall - NCI Cares For All’,” proposed
Caribbean National Insurance Company Limitedâ€™s Chairman
in his closing remarks. He added: “As we look forward to another
fifty years, we look forward to another fifty years of success.”

Delivering opening remarks was Acting General Manager, Mr
Ryeburn Boyce, who told the congregation that the 50th

BASSETERRE, ST.
KITTS, October 3, 2023
(MMS-SKN) — Established
on June 20, 1973 with only
three employees, the Caribbean
National Insurance Co Ltd has
experienced successful growth
and fifty years later has a staff
complement of over 80.
Chairman of the Board of
Directors Ambassador His
Excellency Cedric Liburd is
looking forward to another 50
years of success.

Speaking at the company’s
50th Anniversary Church
Service held on Sunday
afternoon, October 1, at the

GG Her Excellency Dame Marcella Liburd, GCMG, JP, Prime
Minister the Hon Dr Terrance Drew, Deputy Prime Minister the Hon
Dr Geoffrey Hanley (front row) during NCI’s 50th Anniversary
Church Service at Antioch Baptist Church, Lime Kiln, Basseterre.

Chairman of the Board of Directors of Caribbean National
Insurance Co Ltd, Ambassador His Excellency Cedric Liburd (right),
and NCI’s Acting General Manager, Mr Ryeburn Boyce (left),
delivering remarks during the 50th Anniversary Church Service.

Former General Managers of Caribbean National Insurance Co Ltd,
at different periods, who attended the 50th Anniversary Church
Service,  L-R: Mr Denzil Crooke, Mrs Judith Attong, Mr Michael
Martin, and Mr Eugene Hamilton.

(cont’d on next page)
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Anniversary Church Service was but one event on the calendar of activities planned
for this celebratory year. Over the course of the next twelve months, the company
will be having a number of activities to celebrate that significant milestone.

“Over the past 50 years, NCI has played a major role in transforming the lives
of the citizens and residents of the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis, and Anguilla,”
observed Mr Boyce. “We have provided significant opportunities for persons who
would have purchased our products, and we would have provided significant financial
planning and guidance on numerous plans.”

Reflecting on the theme of the Anniversary Service, ‘Living in the Power of
Transformation’, which was penned by staffer Mrs Rubena Warde, Mr Boyce

Liturgist, and NCI staffer, Mrs Hazel Manners-David (picture left). Picture on top
right: Senior staff members following the service, while picture at the bottom shows
members of staff praising during the 50Th Anniversary Service.

said that NCI would be embarking on a number of programmes and initiatives to
transform the company.

He pointed out: “And in speaking to Mrs Warde regarding the whole concept
and rationale behind this theme, that is also an important point that we wish to
highlight - that personal transformation that will take place, or should take place
within ourselves.”

Anniversary service Liturgist was Mrs Hazel Manners-David, and opening
prayer was offered by resident Pastor, Pastor Lincoln Connor; Praise and Worship
was led by the NCI Choir led by Financial Accounting Officer, Mr Viandre Edwards;
Musical Rendition was done by Mr Eldon John; while reading scriptures were Mrs
Rubena Warde (in church) and Mrs Vernice Richardson (virtually).

Delivering Exhortation and Benediction was Pastor Clive Saunders of Unique
Touch Christian Centre, with special prayers offered by Pastor C. E. Cumberbatch
of the Wesleyan Holiness Church - both pastors are former NCI employees; while
dance was offered by members of the HPWT Fresh Oil Dance Ministry.

The evergreen and angelic National Caribbean Insurance Company Limited’s Choir,
which was led by the young charismatic NCI’s Financial Accounting Officer, Mr
Viandre Edwards. The choir’s spiritually overpowering renditions uplifted the entire
congregation.

NCI’s Board Chairman,
thanks founder ...
(cont’d from last page)
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Castries - Saint Lucia -
6th October 2023 - Ten (10)
technical personnel of the
Eastern Caribbean
Telecommunications Authority
(ECTEL) and the five (5)
National Telecommunications
Regulatory Commissions
(NTRCs) participated in the
Anritsu Radio Frequency (RF)
and Microwave Interference
Analysis Certification Training
course in Miami.

ECTEL & NTRCs Amplify
Expertise to Combat Radio
Frequency Interference

The Certification Training Course which was held from 26th -
28th September 2023 in Miami was facilitated by Anritsu Company
and the training was conducted by Mr. Dennis Burt, a senior RF
engineer.  The Course encompassed fundamentals of spectrum
analysis with a focus on radio frequency interference hunting and

finding. Trainees were taught
how to make common RF
measurements and use them to
identify and locate interfering
signals.

The lectures and labs were
designed around the Anritsu
Handheld Spectrum Master
(model: MS2720T) which the
NTRCs use in the field to
conduct spectrum monitoring
exercises. All attendees
successfully completed the
programme and were awarded
certificates.

According to ECTEL’s
Director of Technical Services,
Mr. Lawrence Nervais,
â€œThe Course was important
to ECTEL and the NTRCs
because RF interference has
become a serious issue that can
impact licensed users of the
frequency spectrum and it is
often difficult to isolate and
resolve. Furthermore, this
opportunity provides the
necessary training so that
ECTEL and the NTRCs can
resolve complaints of harmful
interference.â€€

ECTEL has been the
regional regulatory body
advising the NTRCs on
electronic communications
matters in its five (5) Member
States namely; the
Commonwealth of Dominica,
Grenada, St. Kitts and Nevis,
Saint Lucia and St. Vincent and
the Grenadines since 4th May
2000. In simple terms, ECTEL
works with the NTRCs to
promote consumer rights and
harmonised benefits in the
electronic communications
sector in its Member States.

Learn more about our work
at www.ectel.int or follow us
@ectel on Facebook and
YouTube and @ectelauthority
on Instagram and Twitter for
more information about our
work.
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Jamaica:
Children
in
hospital
after
eating
cannabis
sweets
By Kathryn Armstrong
BBC News

More than 60 children have
been taken to hospital in
Jamaica after eating sweets
containing cannabis, the
country’s education minister
said.

Fayval Williams wrote on X
(formerly Twitter) that the
primary school pupils were
from the St Ann’s Bay area -
about 80km (50 miles) from the
capital, Kingston.

She said some children
experienced vomiting and
hallucinations.

None are reported to be in
a serious condition.

“The doctors & nurses are
doing all they can to ensure the
students recover,” Ms Williams
wrote on X, adding that several
of the children had to be put on
an intravenous (IV) drip.

“One little boy said he only
had ONE sweetie. That’s how
potent this product is.
DANGER!”

Ms Williams said the
children were from St Ann’s
Bay Primary, but local news
agencies have reported that
students from the nearby Ocho
Rios Primary School were
affected. The children are
thought to be between the ages
of seven and 12.

The principal of the latter
school told the Jamaica
Observer that a “lone vendor”
had sold the sweets to its
students.

The head of the St Ann
police department, Senior
Superintendent Dwight Powell,
has urged the person or anyone
with information about them to

(cont’d on page 26)
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We Village Dat: Department of
Creative Economy celebrates
Tabernacle Village

BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS, October 2, 2023 (MMS-SKN) — On its third stop aimed at
honouring local heroes who would have made invaluable contributions towards the development of
their community, the Department of Creative Economy’s community outreach programme, ‘We
Village Dat’, was showcased in Tabernacle Village on Thursday September 28.

Coming after the outreach programme’s success at McKnight, and Old Road, Tabernacle was
awash with colour and splendour as a section of Main Street in the Village was closed to vehicular
traffic to accommodate the stage set up to celebrate four community members, along with two
young creatives, all who were being honoured.

“This afternoon, Tabernacle, we at the Creative Economy want to celebrate your successes,”
said Federal Minister of Sports and The Creative Economy, the Hon Samal Duggins. “We want to
celebrate your community, and we want to celebrate your people. You see, as you drive around the

Island Main Road and you never turn your gaze to the left you
will miss a spectacular village, a village tucked away - a village
booming with pride, creativity and splendour.”

Being honoured were Mr
Stanley Eugene Carey, for
Culture; Mrs Icilma Springer,
for Education; Ms Gloria
Waterson for Business
Entrepreneurship; and a special
honouree for his community
mindedness, Mr Merlyn
Samuel, for whom the Minister
said that the community was
better because he was in it.

Also honoured were two
Young Creatives, both from the
Edgar T. Morris Primary
School. Minister Duggins
pointed out: “Master Joshua
Taylor, the drumming maestro,
and Miss Ronija Warner, the
dancing sensation, are the
future, and their talent knows
no bounds, as they have shown
in the respective areas and
stand as encouragement to all
us. The future is promising, and
it is for us to ensure that it is a
future that is fulfilled to the
people of Tabernacle.”

The colourful event held
under a background portraying
a house that used to be in the
village just next to where the
stage had been set up, was
emceed by the Principal of the
Edgar T. Morris Primary
School, Mr Dale Phipps. Ms
Destince Morris blessed the
venue with a dance while
sprinkling the ground with
water; drumology was
conducted by Drumming
Specialist Mr Royd Phipps and
Music Officer Anelto Wilkin;
while an overview of the
Tabernacle Community was
presented by Mr Terick
Springer.

“This street where we are
gathered today, known as Main
Street, was originally named
Elizabeth Street, after Mr
Hope’s daughter Elizabeth, and
from the Hope Estate,” said the

L-R: Ambassador His Excellency Leon Natta, Master Joshua Taylor,
Ms Gloria Waterson, Mr Stanley Eugene Carey, the Hon Samal
Duggins, Mrs Icilma Springer, Miss Ronijah Warner, and Mr Merlyn
Samuel.

(cont’d on next page)
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Hon Duggins, who added that stones from the Hope Estate were
taken “to build the Methodist Church just up the road from where
we sit.”

Joining Minister Duggins was Ambassador, His Excellency
Leon Natta, in making presentations to the awardees, whose
profiles were read by Ms Zola Richardson, a teacher at the Edgar
T. Morris Primary School. In attendance were Assistant Secretary
in the Department of Creative Economy, Mrs Kesha Isaac-Adams,
and Dance Specialist in the Department, Ms Marcia Jeffers.

The Hon Duggins, who is also the Federal Minister of
Agriculture, Fisheries, Marine Resources and Cooperatives; and
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, pointed out that although
education begun with the missionaries, the village had witnessed
continued growth in the primary school, growing from the
Tabernacle All Age School to the current Edgar T. Morris Primary
School. He summed up that all the four honourees were educators
in their own right, formally and informally.

A cultural presentation was made at the end of the ceremony,
by Ancestors Mummies Folklore Troupe, which was led by one
of the awardees, Mr Stanley Eugene Carey.

Clockwise from top: Presentation to Mr Stanley Eugene Carey, and on the right is Ms
Zola Richardson who read the profiles; Mrs Icilma Springer, Ms Gloria Waterson; and
Mr Merlyn Samuel, along with Dance Specialist, Ms Marcia Jeffers.

Clockwise from top: Federal Minister of Sports and The Creative Economy, the Hon
Samal Duggins, delivering remarks; Ms Destince Morris in dance, blessing the
venue; Master Joshua Taylor for drumming; and Miss Ronijah Warner for dancing.

We Village Dat:
Department of Creative
Economy celebrates
Tabernacle Village

Picture left, Mr Terick Springer giving an overview of the village;
picture top R-L: Hon Samal Duggins, His Excellency Leon Natta, Ms
Gloria Waterson, Mrs Icilma Springer, and Mr Stanley Eugene
Carey; picture bottom: Ancestors Mummies Folklore Troupe.

Save WaterTurn Off The Tap

(cont’d from last page)
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and pushed him. A cousin of
mine was at home. The child
was such in shock... I had to
sit down in a police station for
six hours.”

“The child vividly explained
what happened to him, and so
the day went on; he went to
play football but I went to the
police station and made a report
the Saturday.”

Natta Nelson described his
boy as “an adorable child...
People love de child.”

“I don’t condone violence, I
won’t say my aggression was
the best  but at the end of the
day as a parent, what am I
supposed to do in a situation like
that?”

According to Natta Nelson:
“I didn’t just go down there.
Some threats were thrown at
me and so I went back and I
expressed to the young man
what I had to say to him. I’m
not condoning the words that I
used but what was I supposed
to do? If that person could
come in front me house, well
where else they can’t meet me
child and try to offend me
child?”

He added: “And before I
engaged the young man, I had
already called the police.”

During the interview
session, Natta Nelson said the
police are involved and that he
is hoping that the matter would
come to an end soon.

“My child’s safety is
paramount. Everybody’s child
safety is paramount. My
intention wasn’t to harm the guy
but yes I went to confront him,
and as I said I went peacefully
first but there were some others
including himself who decided
to act differently,” he shared.

Natta Nelson apologised for
his aggression but emphasized

that he stood up for his son.
“I apologise for that [my aggression] but I stood up for me

child and that is what is at the heart of this. People are going to
use this and try to be political.”

As pointed out by him: “My child [is] not named Ambassador
Leon Natta Nelson son. When he goes to school, nobody calls
him Ambassador Leon Natta Nelson’s son. They call him Liam.
When I wake up in the morning, I call him Liam... I deal with him
as a father and son connection. Isn’t that what we’re supposed to
do as parents? I cannot tell a parent how to love their child. I
cannot tell a parent how to act ...I would expect a parent to find

‘See me
first as a
parent’ Says
Ambassador
Natta
Nelson
Following
Swearwords
(cont’d from page 03)

the best way to resolve any problem with their child; any problem
at all.”

In underscoring his responsibility as a parent, Natta Nelson
said: â€œThat is the ultimate responsibility so before they see me
as an ambassador or a financial advisor, see me first as a parent
then those things after. â € €

Front Page Image: Ambassador Leon Natta-Nelson seen during
a recent live Facebook interview with well-known social media
video blogger Romnage ‘Shaq’ Benjamin of Model Cop News
(MCN) on Monday 30th September 2023 (Spokesman Screenshot)
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Cricket World Cup
2023: Aiden
Markram hits
tournament’s fastest
century in record
South Africa total

By Matthew Henry
BBC Sport in Delhi
Last updated on13 minutes ago13 minutes ago.
From the sectionCricket
ICC Men’s World Cup, Delhi:
South Africa 428-5 (50 overs): Van der Dussen 108 (110),

Markram 106 (54), De Kock 100 (84)
Aiden Markram hit the fastest World Cup hundred as South

Africa made 428-5 - the highest score in the tournament’s history
- against Sri Lanka in Delhi.

Markram made his ton off 49 balls, one quicker than Ireland’s
Kevin O’Brien against England in Bangalore in 2011.

He finally fell for 106 from 54, after Quinton de Kock and
Rassie van der Dussen had also hit centuries.

David Miller then took the score beyond the previous record
of Australia’s 417-6 against Afghanistan in 2015.

Sri Lanka, who are coached by former England coach Chris
Silverwood, crumbled amid the carnage on the flattest of pitches.

They leaked 21 wides and had to bowl the final two overs with
another fielder up inside the ring because of a slow over-rate.

Matheesha Pathirana conceded 26 runs from the 43rd over,
with the seamer’s 10 overs costing 95 for one wicket.

It was also the first time in a Men’s World Cup three batters
have scored centuries in the same innings.

South Africa’s in-form batting line-up has led to many, not for
the first time in these competitions, tipping them as dark horses
for a first white-ball title.

At the first opportunity they showed their prowess in
devastating fashion.

After captain Temba Bavuma fell lbw to left-armer Dilshan
Madushanka in the second over, De Kock and Van der Dussen
built relatively carefully - reaching 48-1 after 10 overs and 118-1
from 20.

Van der Dussen, who was dropped at backward point on 71,
scored all around the wicket, including reverse sweeps to the

spinners.
De Kock increased his intent after reaching his 50 from 61

balls, playing his trademark flowing strokes.
His 12th four, a fine flick through mid-wicket, took him to his

first World Cup ton but he top-edged Pathirana a ball later.
That brought in Markram, whose innings began with glorious

straight drives before becoming increasingly brutal as he struck
14 fours and three sixes.

Miller’s 39 from 21 kept the scoring rate high, while it was a
towering straight six from all-rounder Marco Jansen in the

penultimate over that set the
new record.

There was also 32 from 20,
including three sixes, by
Heinrich Klaasen - one of five
South Africa batters in the top
15 of the world rankings.

The rest of the tournament
should take note.
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contact the authorities.

Ms Williams posted photos of the product packaging which is
thought to have contained the sweets, which specifies they are
not to be sold to minors.

Each is said to contain 100mg of the psychoactive substance
Delta-8 tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), which is generally considered
to be a high dose for an adult.

According to the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA),
Delta-8 has “intoxicating effects”.

The sweets, which are not FDA-approved, were produced by
a company based in the US state of California, where cannabis is
legal.

Jamaica decriminalised the possession of small amounts of
cannabis, also known as marijuana, for personal use in 2015.

However, Health Minister Christopher Tufton told the Jamaica
Star that the government did not allow the import of edibles
containing drugs.

The incident comes more than a week after around 90 children
fell ill in South Africa after eating drug-laced muffins that officials
said they had bought from

Jamaica: Children in hospital
after eating cannabis sweets

(cont’d form page 11)

IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
None of the children who ate the sweets are said to be in a serious
condition
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