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Rebuilding
Confidence In
Health Care

One of the key indicators that a country is doing well
is often reflected in the healthcare sector.

The truth of the matter is that under the previous
administration, the challenges demolished people’s
confidence in the delivery of health care services, and
sadly such has been the topic on social media, radio
airwaves and word on the street.

And of course, that subject about the stem cell scandal
and the firing of the Chief Medical Officer who tried to
speak out did not help either.

It is a good thing, and some would even call it a
blessing that Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew, who is
the Minister of Health is a trained medical doctor and a
specialist in internal medicine at that, leading the charge
in handling the affairs of the country as he currently works
towards improving the quality of health care services at
the Joseph N. France General Hospital and building
confidence in the healthcare sector overall.

Persons can now breathe a sigh of relief in the comfort
of knowing that the delivery of proper health care is a
priority for the new administration. Speaking of breathing,
the government is seeking to bring in a lung doctor called
a pulmonologist.

Increased number of doctors, looking after the well-
being of nurses, best of the best medical equipment, more
and new specialists as well as improvements at the
Pogson Hospital in Sandy Point are just some of the areas

which point to what has been happening
and will be happening.

Many individuals over the years have
given testimonies and shared stories
about the challenges of the healthcare
system. Even having to visit the ‘Monkey
Farm’ to use an MRI machine that
monkeys use has not been sitting well
with our citizens and residents, but it was
what has been available and so individuals
just had to make do.

But a light is at the end of the tunnel.
A state-of-the-art MRI has been ordered
and will soon be on island at the JNF
General Hospital and so making do in an
atmosphere shared with primates- will
soon be transformed into a healthcare
setting for only humans.

Proper health care should always be a
priority, and no government should be
monkeying around with ensuring that the

right equipment, resources and policies are
in place to give all patients and their loved
ones’ confidence knowing that they will be
properly cared for with capability and
efficiency.

Government- provided medical funding
being available for the critically-ill babies
and young children is another step in the
right direction in assisting the families who
are unable financially to do so. Talk about
peace of mind for those parents and
guardians in knowing that money is no
object in giving their little ones a chance
for the required life-saving surgeries.

It is certainly good news to know that
the government of the day is not just putting
a bandage on the wound of what the
healthcare system has been, but rather is
paying keen attention to properly diagnose
and treat the situation for sustainable
betterment and caring recovery.
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PM Drew Talks About
Improving Service At JNF
By: Spokesman Newsroom

covered.”
Dr. Drew disclosed that the government is seeking to a

biotechnician (lab technician) “to deal with our equipment but the
other thing that we’re dealing  with is seeking to get a pulmonologist
which is a lung doctor because of the high cases of asthma and so
forth ....people here with asthma, many of them would have never
done a lung study and so we really want to attack that. So in short
order we’ll have  about four more specialists on the ground who
would add to the pool and increase inter-services and increase of
course improve the quality of service, and so we’ll be looking at a
significant improvement when it comes to that.”

About the government’s plans to build a new hospital, Dr. Drew
commented “we have to build, it is not a choice, and when we say
smart hospital we’re talking about climate smart.”

He went on to say: “Because of climate change, buildings are
going to deteriorate faster than expected because of the increase
in temperature  and other changes that that would bring and the
hospital will deteriorate quicker than expected, and we have to
have a hospital  that really can withstand the acute and insidious
changes of climate  and that is why we have no choice but to
build a hospital that can withstand it.”

Dr. Drew added: “If anything happens in St.Kitts and Nevis,
one of the things that people can expect you to still be functioning
is a hospital  and we cannot take any chances with that, and that
is why we’re going to invest $50 to $60 million US dollars to build
the hospital. I showed a possible site that we’re already looking at
because we’re going to have soil testing and all of that within this
first term for sure. That is high priority and we’re moving along
quickly to ensure that we have that hospital. So we’re looking at
increased and improved services.”

As understood from the Health Minister, the new hospital will
be put on a pathway to be accredited.

“We’re going to put the hospital on the pathway of
accreditation....we need an accredited hospital. Many of the issues
that have been plaguing health, it partly-from my own judgement
having been in health care for many years now at different levels
is that if you don’t have what is called a quality improvement
process, things deteriorate, things don’t change and everybody
becomes frustrated.That accreditation process wi make sure that
we are  on a pathway of what we call consistent quality
improvement processes and we are on the pathway to thatâ€¦â€€

Dr. Drew said a consultant is going to come in next month
“who is going to put us on that pathway.”

Speaking about the new hospital, the Health Minister remarked:
“People must know that I’m serious about it and I’m not going to
stop until it is delivered.”

A section of members of the nursing fraternity seen in
attendance at a meeting held with Prime Minister and
Minister of Health Dr. Terrance Drew on Thursday 9th
March 2023 at the Joseph N. France General Hospital
classroom for frank and open discussions on a number
of matters critical to the advancement of the nursing
profession. (SKNIS photo)

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Thursday 16th March
2023)- “So even before we
move to the new hospital, we
have to make sure that our
hospital presently can deliver
quality service.”

This was what Prime
Minister and Minister of Health
Dr. Terrance Drew said while
giving an update on what the
government has been doing in
regard to improving service at
the Joseph N. France General
Hospital, during his appearance
on Freedom FM’s ‘Issues’
programme aired live on
Wednesday 15th March 2023.

New medical equipment,
new specialist doctors, EMS
training and transportation for
nurses were among the areas
covered during his presentation.

Talking about what has been
happening at JNF General
Hospital, he shared that the
number of doctors has
increased at the emergency
room and also that there is
system “in place where you can
meet a nurse as soon as you
reach in the emergency room
and cut down the wait time, an
that again we are implementing,
and that again had never been
done in that type of systematic
way where you actually have
a triage nurse...”

Dr. Drew highlighted that
there was a recent orientation
for workers at the Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) and
that training is slated to begin
in April this year.

“[there was] an initial
meeting... and now gearing up
to have full fledged training  of
the EMS so there certification
here, it can be applied to
anywhere else across the
region...”

Addressing caring for the
well-being of nurses in the
federation, he outlined recent
legislation passed which would
now see that nurses can
register once every two years
instead of yearly.

Transportation issue of
getting nurses home after
working late night shifts, he
pointed out, would be  resolved
permanently between this week
and next week.

Dr. Drew informed that the
government has bought an MRI
machine which is being built

and will be transported this year and to be installed as well.
He said presently some surgeries at the eye clinic cannot be

done because there was no sanner and also the microscope was
not available as it was old and crashed.

“Scanner is here and the second thing we will be getting is the
microscope which has already been shipped and should arrive by
Thursday and we’re hoping to resume eye surgery very soon.
There are people who are blind  or losing their eyesight because
these surgeries are not taking place. We are bringing in these
equipment; we try to get the best that is there to offer. They cost
hundreds  of thousands of dollars  but the people deserve it and
that is why we decided to go and buy.”

Dr. Drew said eye surgeries will be started “very very soon.”
The Health Minister expressed delight in the number of

significant  health investments thus far by the government.
“We have made a number of significant investments in health

and I am.happy  with where we are going. There are going to be
changes, and people must expect that there are going to be
changes. However, with the changes we are saying there must
be buy-in from all the staff....because we cannot continue.  We
know how we met health, we know what the situations were  and
these changes will become part of the culture of health care delivery
here in St.Kitts and Nevis but apart from the training, we’re also
having more specialists coming in.”

Additionally, he spoke about expecting a  “visiting surgeon who
would help us to step up with our surgical department” and that a
neurologist doctor who deals with headaches, strokes and so forth
is also expected whilst noting that “ and because of the high cases
we have here, we need a specialist with that.”

Also expected are “Two more internal medicine doctors to
deal with other types of things so that we are properly better fully

Prime Minister and Minister of Health Dr. Terrance Drew seen while
making remarks during a meeting with the nursing fraternity on
Thursday 9th March 2023 (SKNIS photo)

MAN ARRESTED AND
CHARGED FOR

KIDNAPPING AND RAPE
Basseterre, St. Kitts, March 16, 2023

(RSCNPF): A man from District ‘A’ has been
formally charged for the offence of Rape and
the offence of Kidnapping. He was charged
on March 14, 2023. The offence was
committed on November 13, 2022. He has
been remanded to His Majesty’s Prison.
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TDC
Financial
Services
Company
Limited
(St. Kitts)
Branch
moves to a
new location

Basseterre, St. Kitts - On
Monday 6th March 2023, the
TDC Financial Services
Company Limited (St. Kitts)
Branch opened from its new
location on Central Street
(directly opposite the Norwich
Holiness Church) in
Basseterre.

The new location was
blessed by Pastor Gaston
Harris of the Beacon of Hope
Church, which was attended by
company executives, branch
managers and staff, and
followed by the official
customer welcome, who were
treated to corporate tokens and
refreshments to celebrate the
occasion.

In greeting the first batch of
customers, Mr. Steve Farier, the
General Manager stated, “we
are very happy to welcome you
to our new office. Our
upgraded and modern spaces
were designed to better
accommodate and serve the
needs of not just our staff, but
also our valued customers and
clients as well.”

He also noted, “we have
made the offices esthetically
pleasing which will surely
enhance our overall customer
experience for many persons
who will come through our
doors.”

The company will continue
to provide its well-known suite
of affordable secured and
unsecured loans and deposit
product options, with attractive
interest rates as part of its
smart financial solutions policy.

Photo - Staff and members of the
management team pose for a
photo at the new TDC Financial
Services Company Limited
location on Central Street
(directly opposite the Norwich
Holiness Church)



The Labour Spokesman        FRIDAY, MARCH 17TH 2023 5 - NEWS -

Police: Captain Of
Dingy Boat With
Illegal Entry Gets
Jail Time Sentencing
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 16th March 2023) -
Police are reporting  that the captain of the boat which entered
the federation illegally carrying Haitians has been handed prison
sentences of more than 12 months and a fine, which comes over
a month after the incident.

Jailed for the offence is 45-year-old Danny Henry, a national
of Dominica.

Via police statement issued on Thursday 16th March 2023, it
was revealed that Henry was convicted and sentenced on 15th
March 2023 following a court hearing at the Charlestown
Magistrate’s Court.

As reported, he was sentenced to six (6) months imprisonment
for entering a port that is not a formal port; 12 months imprisonment
for entering the Federation without the consent of an immigration
officer; and required to pay $5000 EC in six months on Customs
charges or face six months in prison.

Following the incident, police informed that on February 06,
2023, Henry and Brisone Desir (a 25-year-old national of Haiti)
were charged for the offences of Illegal Entry at a Port that is not
a Formal Port of Entry and Disembarking Without the Consent of
an Immigration Officer.

Local authorities had also reported that fifteen (15) individuals
were taken into custody following a report made to the police
about a boat coming ashore at Gallows Bay, Nevis.

It was disclosed further that the report was received on
February 03, 2023, at about 6 p.m, and that the information given
also stated that two males came out of the boat and were walking
towards Bath Village.

Officers from The Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police
Force and The St. Kitts and Nevis Customs and Excise
Department responded. The two males were found in Bath Village
and were stopped and questioned. It was revealed that the men
were nationals of Dominica and Haiti.

According to police, they (the boat occupants)  arrived on a
motor vessel that was anchored off the coast in the Gallows Bay
area, and made their way to the shore using a dinghy.

Officers accompanied the men to the vessel where they found
thirteen (13) nationals of Haiti - ten (10) adults and three (3)
juveniles - onboard.

New CARICOM Ambassador
Larry Vaughan Shares
Readiness To Serve
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Wednesday 15th March 2023)- Plenipotentiary Representative
of St.Kitts and Nevis His Excellency Larry Vaughan has pledged his cooperation, passion and
action through service in his new role.

In making a presentation of his credentials to Secretary-General of CARICOM Dr. Carla Barnett
during an accreditation ceremony held on Tuesday 14th March 2023 at the CARICOM Secretariat
in Guyana.

Plenipotentiary Representative of St.Kitts and Nevis His Excellency Larry Vaughan (Facebook/
CARICOM: Caribbean Community)

“I have accepted this role cognizant that the fortunes of the people of Saint Kitts and Nevis are
inextricably bound with the shared pursuits of economic integration, foreign policy coordination,
human and social development, and security as are espoused and pursued by the Community. With
these pillars ever before me, I pledge my cooperation, my passion and my action, not only as the
plenipotentiary representative of a member-state but also as a proud son of CARICOM.”

Vaughan expressed to Dr. Barnett that he is looking forward to working closely with her.
“I look forward to working closely with you, Dr. Barnett and the effectively accommodative

staff of the Secretariat. I pray that God will crown our endeavours with success. Echoing the
sentiments of the CARICOM Song I close saying, ‘Today as a people united, Determined and
steadfast we stand. We look to a brand-new horizon; The future now firmly in our hands’.”

The St.Kitts-Nevis CARICOM Ambassador highlighted: “I have come to the role at the close of
the fiftieth year in the life of the Caribbean Community. It is a time of unparalleled challenges and
potentialities. Whether it is to improve competitiveness in all sectors across the member-states, to
achieve more coordinated trade negotiation outcomes and regional transport logistics, to advocate
for global appreciation for the multifaceted nature of our vulnerabilities, or to promote political
stability in each member-state, I pledge to actively serve in partnership with my colleagues in the
Committee of Ambassadors for the shared benefit of all our peoples, from Belize in the west to
Barbados in the east, from the Bahamas in the north to Suriname in the south.”

Meanwhile, Dr. Barnett in addressing Vaughan stated: “As a member of the Committee of
Ambassadors, you will be expected to assist in advancing implementation at the national level of
Community decisions. In addition, a significant part of your mandate is to engage and interact with
your citizens to highlight and promote the Community’s objectives, work, and benefits. As Ambassador,

you therefore serve as an important nexus between regional and
national interests. You are essential to strengthening the
CARICOM identity and the spirit of Community we seek to
inculcate.

“The Secretariat and your fellow CARICOM Ambassadors
are similarly invested in ensuring that necessary steps are taken
to deepen and strengthen our bonds, and we stand ready to support
you in this regard,” she added

Ambassador Vaughan was told that his voice will be critical.
“You take office in a pivotal year, when we celebrate

CARICOM’s 50th Anniversary. Your voice will be critical as we
reflect on the Community’s achievements and advance our course
towards an even more unified and prosperous region,” Dr. Barnett
stated.

Front Page Image: Plenipotentiary Representative of
St.Kitts and Nevis His Excellency Larry Vaughan (left)
seen with Secretary General Dr. Carla Barnett following
the accreditation ceremony held on Tuesday 14th March
2023 at the CARICOM Secretariat in Guyana.
Facebook/CARICOM: Caribbean Community)
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St. Kitts and Nevis: One Step
Closer to Strengthening The
Electronic Communications
Sector

Castries - Saint Lucia -
13th March 2023 - “Today is
our first in-person Board of
Directors Meeting. We would
have had numerous meetings
via Microsoft Teams but today
we have Directors from
various Member States present
as well ECTEL’s Leadership
Team among others.  The aim
of the meeting is to assess the
performance of the 2021 to
2022 work plan, and to review
the strategic priories for the
2022 to 2023 work plan.”  So
said the Chairperson of the
Eastern Caribbean
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Authority’s (‘ECTEL’) Board
of Directors, Ms. Shaniqua
Carey-Brown (St. Kitts and
Nevis) at the 94th Board of
Directors Meeting held on 9th
March 2023, at Bay Gardens
Beach Resort in Saint Lucia,
and on-line via MS Teams for
anyone who could not attend in
person.

Several reports were
presented by the Directors and
Leadership Team as the
meeting progressed.  In
presenting the Report of the
Audit Risk and Finance
Committee, Chairperson
Director Gregory Shillingford
(Commonwealth of Dominica)
apprised the Board of the
financial performance of
ECTEL for the financial year
ended September 2022.

ECTEL’s General Counsel

and Secretary to the Board, Ms.
Sallyane Cotter, provided an
update on the Electronic
Communications Bill (EC Bill)
for each Member State.  She
was particularly pleased to
share that, “The Directorate
has been informed that the
Legislative Drafting Unit in St.
Kitts and Nevis is working to
prepare the Order to bring the
EC Act into force”.  St. Kitts
and Nevis passed the EC Act
on 18th February 2021; this
latest development brings the
country one step closer to
ensuring a more robust
mechanism for regulating the
activities of electronic
communications licensees in St.
Kitts and Nevis, and ensuring
the protection of consumers’
rights. To this end, the Directors
called on the Directorate of
ECTEL to ramp up its EC Bill
public education campaign,
emphasizing that the enactment
of the EC Bill will be a ‘win for
customers, service providers
and governments’.

Other Directors in
attendance were Mr. Philip
Dalsou (Saint Lucia) and Mr.
Marc Richardson (St. Vincent
and Grenadines); Mr. Edmund
Burke (Grenada) attended the
meeting virtually. The meeting
was open to observers in-
person as well as online via
Microsoft Teams. On 10th
March, the Directors also
participated in a half day
training workshop on the
licensing framework and

Left to right: Mr. Philip Dalsou (Saint Lucia), Chairperson of
ECTEL’s Board of Directors - Ms. Shaniqua Carey-Brown (St. Kitts
and Nevis), Mr. Gregory Shillingford (Commonwealth of Dominica)
and (back row) Mr. Marc Richardson (St. Vincent and Grenadines

Shot of participants attending in person monitoring for the ECTEL Regulatory System.
Since 4th May 2000, ECTEL has been the regional regulatory

body advising the NTRCs on electronic communications matters
in its five (5) Member States namely: the Commonwealth of
Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia and St.
Vincent and the Grenadines.  In simple terms, ECTEL works with
the NTRCs to promote consumer rights and harmonised benefits
in the electronic communications sector in its Member States.

Visit at www.ectel.int or follow us at @ectel on Facebook and
YouTube and @ectelauthority on Instagram and Twitter for more
information about our work.spectrum management and
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St. Kitts Celebrates Caribbean Connectivity With
New interCaribbean Airways Service

interCaribbean Airways service between St. Kitts and Barbados
opens door for influx of travel ahead of “Summer of Fun”

Ellison “Tommy” Thompson, CEO, St. Kitts Tourism Authority, Melnecia Marshall, Deputy CEO, St. Kitts
Tourism Authority, Tivanna Wharton, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Tourism et al, Senator Dr. The
Hon. Joyelle Clarke, Minister of Sustainable Development et al, Hon. Ian Gooding-Edghill, Minister of
Tourism, Barbados, Hon. Marsha T. Henderson, Minister of Tourism et al, St. Kitts, Lyndon Gardiner,
Chairman, interCaribbean Airways, Shelly Williams, Chairperson, Barbados Tourism Marketing Inc, &
Trevor Saddler, CEO, interCaribbean Airways.

Basseterre, St. Kitts (16 March 2023) - St. Kitts welcomes
interCaribbean Airways’ service to and from Barbados. The new
airlift options increase accessibility to St. Kitts more than ever
before, opening the door to convenient, same-day connectivity
from Barbados and surrounding Caribbean islands.

“This additional airlift promotes intra-regional travel just in time
for our “Summer of Fun” events. With a warm and welcoming
local population, magnificent cuisine, and authentic Caribbean
culture, St. Kitts awaits,” said Minister of Tourism, the Honourable
Marsha T. Henderson. “Visitation from around the Caribbean is a
crucial part of our economic recovery and growth, and this
additional lift will re-energize intraregional travel.”

The Authority recently hosted a welcome ceremony for the
inaugural flight of interCaribbean Airways to St. Kitts, which
highlighted the twin-island destination being added addition to the
airline’s network.

In addition, SKTA, in conjunction with interCaribbean Airways,
and Barbados Tourism Marketing Inc hosted a promotional event
at the Hilton Barbados Resort which provided a great opportunity
to promote and market the twin-island Federation to local travel
advisors, tour operators, and media, which heavily focused on the
destination’s upcoming “Summer of Fun” events.

“The interCaribbean Airways new flights will allow this spring
and summer to be an amazing travel option for our Caribbean
neighbours,” said Ellison “Tommy” Thompson, CEO of the St.

(cont’d on next page)
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Kitts Tourism Authority. “We
look forward to limin” with a
growing number of visitors
from around the region.”

St. Kitts Celebrates
Caribbean Connectivity
With New
interCaribbean Airways
Service

“We are thrilled to welcome
interCaribbean Airways’
service to St. Kitts and look
forward to working with them

to further expand additional
routes throughout the region,”
said Melnecia Marshall, DCEO
of the St. Kitts Tourism
Authority.

(cont’d from last page)



The Labour Spokesman        FRIDAY, MARCH 17TH 2023 9 -   NEWS -

Bath Village Fisher Huggins
named patron for first Agri-
Expo 2023

Mr. Collin Huggins of Bath Village, the patron for the
first Agri- Expo on Nevis, a two-day event at the
Elquemedo T. Willett Park in Charlestown from
March 30-31, 2023 (photo provided by the Dept. of
Agriculture)

NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (March 14, 2023) — As
the Department of Agriculture
continues to prepare for the
upcoming premier of Agri-Expo, on
March 30 to 31, 2023, Mr. Collin
Huggins of Bath Village, who is
involved in both fishing and farming
has been selected to be the patron
of the event, for what the
department says is his sterling
contribution to the fishing industry
on Nevis.

According to his profile, Mr.
Huggins has been involved in both
fishing and livestock farming from
an early age. He describes being in
the agriculture field as his livelihood,
and recalls at the age of 28
promising himself never to work for
anyone again. A vow he has kept
and which continues to be the
guiding light of his career, coupled
with unforeseen twists of fate and
hard work.

After leaving school, Mr.
Huggins joined the Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis Police Force
but after three years he realized it
was not where his heart was.
Instead, his love for fishing
ultimately took over and hence he
began his 42-year career.

agriculture sector on Nevis as both a supplier
of land and of the sea.

Mr. Huggins credits Mr. Berkley Dore for
the valuable lessons he instilled in him,
experiences which he says have expanded his
skillset, which led him to ultimately becoming
better in his commercial fishing practice over
the years.

However, the Agri-Expo 2023 patron in his
advice for younger persons interested in fishing
is a strong one - “If you aren’t devoted and
determined to be a fisher, do not go out to sea.”

In response to what has been his fondest
memory, he recalled the day he caught a strange
fish with which he nor his counterparts were
familiar and the Fishing List contained no
information about his catch and no one knew
what type of fish it was.

“Maybe it was a mermaid,” he chuckled.
Mr. Huggins took the opportunity to point to

some of the daily
challenges with fishing
including insufficient
attention given to the
wants and needs of the
fishing community; and
the scuba divers’
tendency to shoot fish in
breeding grounds.

Notwithstanding, Mr.
Huggins loves his job, his
family and children. He
acknowledges that his
involvement in the
agricultural sector has
played a major role in his
growth and to this day
continues to play a pivotal
role in his life.

His early involvement in fishing began with pulling
traps for his father who was a fisher and also a
farmer. When his dad became ill, Mr. Huggins took
on the brunt of the responsibility and to this day
continues to make significant contributions to the

2023 Ministry Of
Agriculture Open Day
Dates Revealed
(Basseterre, St. Kitts, March 13th 2023);

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Marine Resources and Cooperatives has
officially revealed dates for the highly anticipated Agriculture Open Day 2023.

In a recent social media reveal via its Facebook page, the Ministry stated that
Thursday 27th and Friday 28th April are the designated dates for the hosting of the
event.

The Agriculture Open Day features various aspects of agriculture, including food-
preparation demonstrations, best agricultural practices, crop-farming techniques,
livestock, agro-processing, ornamentals, veterinary services, fisheries, cooperatives,
cultural entertainment and more.

A date for vendor registration is expected to be announced later this week.
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Firearms And Bulletproof Vests
Found During Search Operations
Basseterre, St. Kitts, March 10, 2023 (RSCNPF): Several firearms

and bulletproof vests were taken into Police custody following search operations
conducted in two separate areas.

During a search operation in the Needsmust Area on March 08, 2023, two
(2) Smith & Wesson .38 Revolvers, one (1) Brownie Semi-Automatic Pistol
and one (1) 12-Gauge Shot Gun were found. They were taken into Police
custody.

Also, three (3) Bulletproof vests were discovered and taken into custody by
the Police on March 07, 2023, following a search that was conducted on a
premises in Greenlands.

Investigations into these matters are ongoing.

MOFA welcomes visit by
St. Lucia Foreign Minister
Baptiste
Publication Date: March 13, 2023 | A- A+

Vice Foreign Minister Alexander Tah-ray Yui (right) welcomes St. Lucia Foreign
Minister Alva R. Baptiste March 13 at Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport. (MOFA)

During its five-day stay, the group
will meet with President Tsai Ing-wen
and Foreign Minister Jaushieh Joseph
Wu. They will additionally attend a
banquet hosted by Wu and call on the
Civil Aeronautics Administration and
Taiwan External Trade Development
Council (TAITRA).

The delegates are scheduled to visit
the Chinese Taipei Table Tennis
Association and APEX Flight Academy,
as well as tour key cultural and tourist
sites such as National Taiwan Museum,
Songshan Cultural and Creative Park
and Sun Moon Lake National Scenic
Area.

According to the MOFA, since the
two countries re-established official ties
in 2007, bilateral collaboration has been
progrireessing apace in areas spanning

The delegation led by St. Lucia
Foreign Minister Alva R. Baptiste to
Taiwan is sincerely welcomed by the
government and people, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said.

Arriving March 13 at the invitation
of MOFA, the group also comprises
Minister of Youth Development and
Sports Kenson J. Casimir and Sen. Lisa
C. Jawahir.

agriculture, climate resilience, education,
information and communications
technology, medical care, sustainable
development, tourism and women’s
empowerment.

The Caribbean ally is a long-term
supporter of Taiwan’s global
participation, the MOFA said, citing
letters Baptiste sent to the World Health
Organization, International Civil Aviation
Organization and Interpol in 2022 to call
for Taiwan’s inclusion.

During the U.N. Framework
Convention on Climate Change’s 27th
Conference of the Parties, Baptiste also
urged that Taiwan not be left out of
global cooperation, the ministry added.
(SFC-E)
Write to Taiwan Today at
ttonline@mofa.gov.tw
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Nevis Officials Implore Water
Conservation Amid Dry Season

NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (March 16, 2023)-
Consumers on Nevis are being
urged to manage their water
consumption and make every
effort to conserve the resource
as the island’s water supply is
already being impacted by the
prevailing dry season.

Mr. Denzil Stanley, Acting
Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Works and Water
Services, says it is critically
important that all residents on
the island refrain from wasting
water. He said Nevis, like the
other territories in the region, is
already experiencing the
effects of reduced rainfall
associated with the dry season,
resulting in supply wells and
other sources running low.

“I’d like to admonish the
Nevisian public to be prudent
in the use of water. It’s a
valuable resource but it’s not an
infinite resource. So now into
the dry season we are asking
you to be wise with your use of
water, and not to waste it,” he
said.

The Water official
commended the Nevis Island
Administration (NIA) for taking
the necessary steps and making
significant investment to
increase the water storage
capacity on the island, noting
that “every bit of water that we
can have in storage is a plus for
us”.

Mr. Stanley advised that it
has become necessary for the
Water Department to
implement a water rationing
schedule for some parts of the
island. Effective March 15,
Spring Hill, Fountain, Westbury,

Jones Estate, Mount Lily,
Rawlins, Upper Hamilton,
Upper Morning Star, Beach
Road, Upper Church Ground
will be affected by the water
management schedule between
the hours of 9 pm to 5 am.

Speaking at a ceremony to
commission a new 250,000
gallon water storage tank at
Zetlands on March 13, 2023,
Minister with responsibility for
Water Services, Hon. Spencer
Brand also issued an urgent
appeal for persons to conserve
water. He further informed of

the NIA’s intention to continue to explore for new sources of
water in the short to medium term.

Mr. Denzil Stanley, Acting
Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Works and Water
Services in the Nevis Island
Administration

Hon. Spencer Brand, Minister with responsibility for Water Services
in the Nevis Island Administration
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H.E. Verna Mills Is The
New High Commissioner
To The Republic Of
South Africa

Basseterre, St. Kitts and Nevis, March 15, 2023 [Press Secretary, PMO]:
H.E. Verna Mills presented her Letter of Commission to the President of
South Africa, H.E. Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa on Tuesday 14th March
2023.

High Commissioner Mills, accompanied by her spouse, Mr. Jeneve Mills,
presented the compliments of the Prime Minister of Saint Kitts and Nevis,
the Honourable Dr. Terrence Drew and the people of Saint Kitts and Nevis
for the personal health and wellbeing of the President and for the prosperity

of the people of the Republic of South Africa.
As the first Non-resident High Commissioner of

Saint Kitts and Nevis to the Republic of South Africa,
High Commissioner Mills endeavours to further promote
the relations that exist between Saint Kitts and Nevis
and South Africa.

In 2005, Her Excellency Verna Mills began her
career in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a Foreign
Service Officer in charge of Latin America. She is a

graduate of the Diplomatic
School of Madrid with an Inter-
University Master’s Degree in
Diplomacy and International
Relations.

The Ministry tasked
Ambassador Mills with leading
the initiative that led to the
opening of the St. Kitts and
Nevis Embassy in Havana,
Cuba, in March 2014 and a year
later was appointed as a
Counselor/ChargÃ© d’affaires
to Cuba.

In 2017, Mrs. Mills was
appointed Ambassador
Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of St. Kitts and
Nevis to the Republic of Cuba;
making her the first female
Ambassador to be appointed to
Cuba and the youngest serving
Ambassador of St. Kitts and
Nevis.

Her Excellency aspires to
create new opportunities for
engagement on trade and
investment, technical and
economic cooperation, tourism,
agriculture, and other areas of
mutual interest.

High Commissioner Mills was among seventeen other Ambassadors and High
Commissioners who presented Letters of Commission/Credence to the President.

L-R: Mr. Jeneve Mills (Spouse); President of the
Republic of South Africa, H.E. Matamela Cyril
Ramaphosa; Non-resident High Commissioner of
Saint Kitts and Nevis to the Republic of South Africa,
Her Excellency Verna Mills.

Capture And Sale Of Marine
Turtles Prohibited By Law In

St. Kitts And Nevis
(Basseterre, St. Kitts, March 8th 2023); Please be informed that the Federation of

St. Kitts and Nevis is governed by laws which regulate the capture and sale of marine
turtles. The Fisheries regulations (2002) states that turtle includes the whole or any part
of any turtle and no one shall remove from the Federation’s fishery waters, or at any
time have in his or her possession, expose for sale, sell or purchase any turtle between
the 28th day of February to the 1st day of October in every year. Additionally, no
person shall at any time of the year:

(a) disturb, remove from the fishery waters, expose for sale, purchase or at any time
have in his or her possession any turtle eggs;
(b) remove from the fishery waters, expose for sale, sell, purchase or at any time
have in his or her possession any undersized turtle;
(c) interfere with any turtle nest, or any turtle that is nesting;
(d) set within three hundred yards of the shores of St. Kitts and Nevis any net or
seine or any other device for the purpose of or with the intention of fishing for,
catching or taking any turtles.
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World Employment and
Social Outlook: Ensure
decent work for key
workers, says ILO
(MEDIA)

© KB Mpofu / ILO

Press release | 15 March 2023
GENEVA (ILO News) - Countries need to improve the working conditions

and earnings of key workers - who were essential during the COVID-19 crisis - to
fully reflect their contribution to society and their importance in the daily functioning
of economies, a new report from the International Labour Organization (ILO)
says.

The report, World Employment and Social Outlook 2023: The value of essential
work, underscores the extent to which economies and societies depend on key
workers, and also how they are undervalued. The poor working conditions of key
workers exacerbate employee turnover and labour shortages, jeopardizing the
provision of basic services. Improvements in working conditions and greater
investment in food systems, health care and other key sectors are necessary for
building economic and social resilience to shocks, the report says.

Key workers can be found in eight
main occupational groups covering
health, food systems, retail, security,
cleaning and sanitation, transport,
manual, and technical and clerical
occupations.

In the 90 countries where data was
available, 52 per cent of all employment
is done by key workers, although in high-
income countries, where economic
activities are more diversified, the share
is lower (34 per cent).

During the COVID-19 crisis key
workers suffered higher mortality rates
than non-key workers, overall. Among
different categories of key workers
mortality rates varied; for example, in
countries with available data, transport
workers had higher mortality rates than
health workers. The findings reveal the
importance of occupational safety and
health (OSH) protection, as well as the
greater security associated with
working in formal workplaces, with collective representation.

Lower wages, longer hours, and other deficits in working conditions
Across the world 29 per cent of key workers are low paid (where low paid is

defined as pay that is less than two-thirds of the hourly median wage). On average,
key workers earn 26 per cent less than other employees, with only two-thirds of
this gap being accounted for by education and experience. In food systems, the
share of low paid key employees is particularly high, at 47 per cent, and in cleaning

and sanitation it is 31 per cent.

These sectors employ a large share of migrants, especially in high-
income countries.

Nearly one-in-three key workers is on a temporary contract, although there are
considerable country and sectoral differences. In the food industry 46 per cent are
in temporary work. One-in-three employees in manual occupations and in cleaning
and sanitation, are on temporary contracts.

Cleaning and security work is commonly outsourced, and other key occupations
are routinely staffed with agency workers. This is particularly the case in
warehousing and increasingly so in healthcare.

More than 46 per cent of key employees in low-income countries work long
hours. Long working hours are more common in transport, where nearly 42 per
cent of key workers across the globe work more than 48 hours a week. A substantial
share of key workers around the world also have irregular schedules or short
hours.

Nearly 60 per cent of key workers in low- and middle-income countries lack
some form of social protection. In low-income countries social protection is minimal,
only reaching 17 per cent of key workers. The picture is even bleaker for self-
employed key workers in most developing countries, as they are almost entirely
without social protection.

Ensuring decent work
“Healthcare workers, supermarket cashiers, delivery workers, postal workers,

seafarers, cleaners, and others supplying food and necessities continued to perform
their jobs, day in and day out, even at the height of the pandemic, often at great
personal risk,” said ILO Director-General, Gilbert F. Houngbo. “Valuing key workers
means ensuring that they receive adequate pay and work in good conditions. Decent
work is an objective for all workers but it is particularly critical for key workers,
who provide vital necessities and services both in good times and bad.”

To ensure the continuity of essential services during future pandemics or other
shocks such as natural disasters, the report recommends greater investment in the
physical infrastructure, productive capacity and human resources of key sectors.
Under-investment, especially in health and food systems, contributes to decent
work deficits that undermine both social justice and economic resilience. Among
other recommendations, the report calls for:

* Ensuring that Occupational Health and Safety (OSH) systems cover all
branches of economic activity and all workers, with clear duties and rights
specified, through collaboration between government, workers’ and employers’
representatives.
* Improving pay to compensate for key worker undervaluation and to reduce
the wage gap between key and non-key employees, including through negotiated
or statutory minimum wages.
* Guaranteeing safe and predictable working hours through regulation,
including collective bargaining.
* Adapting legal frameworks so that all workers, regardless of their
employment status and contractual arrangements, are covered by social
protection, especially paid sick leave.
* Increasing access to training so that key workers can carry out their work
effectively and safely.
The report outlines a framework that countries can use, as part of a process of

social dialogue, to identify gaps in decent work and economic resilience in respect
of their key workers and essential services and to develop a national strategy to
address these through strengthened policies and investment.

Key resource
World Employment and Social Outlook 2023: The value of essential work

Source: ILO Newsroom
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Stinky seaweed bloom wider
than US heads for Florida

IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES    -     Seaweed clean up in Mexico
By Chloe Kim  -                   BBC News, New York

Florida beaches may soon be overrun by massive patches of foul-smelling seaweed. It is the
Atlantic sargassum belt, and while not new, it has been growing bigger than ever.

This year’s belt is about 5,500 miles long and weighs 10 million tons. It travels throughout the
year, from West Africa to the Gulf of Mexico. This summer, it is expected to stink up beaches all
over the Sunshine state.

Key West, Florida, is already seeing early amounts of the seaweed. Beach-goers can expect
larger sargassum flows to come ashore more often, experts say.

“Pretty much every year we’re seeing a bloom that’s unlike anything we’ve ever seen before,
because it’s just getting bigger and bigger,” University of South Florida’s Dr Brian Barnes told BBC
News.

Sargassum is a “brown macroalgae floating on the ocean surface”, according to the University
of South Florida Optical Oceanography Laboratory.

Though the sargassum is one bloom, responding to the same forces - it is not one “contagious
mass,” Dr Barnes explains.

The smallest amount of a sargassum patch might be the size of a football field, but larger ones
can reach up to a square mile (2.5 sq km).

In the North Atlantic, sargassum is a an important habitat for marine life, but after 48 hours on
shore the seaweed starts to emit toxins like hydrogen sulphide which, in low amounts, smells like
rotten eggs.

Environmentally speaking, the sargassum “can smother sea turtle nests on the beach” and release
“plumes of dissolved organic matter, which can impact near shore environments and their inhabitants”
Dr Barnes said.

Worse than the smell, though, hydrogen sulphide can cause headaches, eye irritation and upset
stomach depending on the amount, according to the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention.

IMAGE SOURCE,UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA OPTICAL OCEANOGRAPHY
Satellite imaging shows the scale of the seaweed belt

The exact reason for the sargassum growth is still being studied.
Dr Chuanmin Hu professor at the University of South Florida said the seaweed needs “enough

sun light, warm water, and sufficient nutrients from different sources” to grow fast. He continued to
say the “elongated belt is formed because of the ocean currents and surface winds”.

One contributing factor, Dr Barnes said, could be from the Amazon watershed - which has seen

an increase in nitrogen that then fertilizes the sargassum.
Many Caribbean islands and the Yucatan Peninsula are also

affected.
Last month, Cancun saw “excessive” levels of the seaweed,

and Mexico’s Navy previously joined the seaweed fight, sending
boats to fish it out of waters before it could reach beaches.

The US Virgin Islands even had to declare a state of emergency
due to the menacing seaweed last year.

Guadeloupe and Martinique saw thousands of cases of “acute”
exposure to hydrogen sulphide, according to a study published in
2018.
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World’s first octopus
farm proposals alarm
scientists

IMAGE SOURCE,GERARDO G. MOURÃ•N - GGMOURIN@GMAIL.COM

The global octopus trade is now estimated to be worth more than Â£2.2bn
To supply “premium international markets” including the US, South Korea and

Japan, Nueva Pescanova wants to produce 3,000 tonnes of octopus a year. This
equates to around one million animals, with some 10-15 octopuses living in each
cubic metre of tank, according to campaign group Compassion in World Farming
(CiWF), which has studied the plans.

Nueva Pescanova estimates in its documentation that there will be “a mortality
rate of 10-15%”.

Creatures that feel ‘pain and pleasure’
Jonathan Birch, associate professor at the London School of Economics, led a

review of more than 300 scientific studies which he says shows that octopuses
feel pain and pleasure. It led to them being recognised as “sentient beings” in the
UK’s Animal Welfare (Sentience) Act 2022. Prof Birch and his co-authors believe
that high-welfare octopus farming is “impossible” and that killing in ice slurry “would
not be an acceptable method of killing in a lab”.

“Large numbers of octopuses should never be kept together in close proximity.
Doing this leads to stress, conflict and high mortality â•¦ A figure of 10-15% mortality
should not be acceptable for any kind of farming.”

In a statement to the BBC, Nueva Pescanova said: “The levels of welfare
requirements for the production of octopus or any other animal in our farming
farms guarantee the correct handling of the animals. The slaughter, likewise, involves
proper handling that avoids any pain or suffering to the animal ...”

In the wild, octopuses are fiercely territorial agile hunters. Nueva Pescanova is
proposing that the farmed animals be fed with industrially produced dry feed, sourced
from “discards and by-products” of already-caught fish.

The tanks would be filled with seawater piped in from an adjacent bay. The
tanks would be different sizes for the different phases of the octopuses’ life, with
the salinity and temperature closely controlled.

The initial brood of 100 octopuses - 70 males and 30 females - would be taken
from a research facility, the Pescanova Biomarine Centre, in Galicia, northern
Spain.

The plans state that the company has achieved a level of “domestication” in the
species and that they do not “show important signs of cannibalism or competition
for food”.

Elena Lara from CiWF called on the Canary Islands authorities to block
construction of the farm, which she said would “inflict unnecessary suffering on
these intelligent, sentient and fascinating creatures”.

Reineke Hameleers, CEO at Eurogroup for Animals added that the European
Commission was currently reviewing its animal welfare legislation and had a “real
opportunity” to “avoid terrible suffering”.

IMAGE SOURCE,WRANGEL

By Claire Marshall
BBC Environment & Rural Affairs Correspondent

A plan to build the world’s first octopus farm has raised
deep concerns among scientists over the welfare of the

famously intelligent creatures.
The farm in Spain’s Canary Islands would raise about a million octopuses annually

for food, according to confidential documents seen by the BBC.
They have never been intensively farmed and some scientists call the proposed

icy water slaughtering method “cruel.”
The Spanish multinational behind the plans denies the octopuses will suffer.
The confidential planning proposal documents from the company, Nueva

Pescanova, were given to the BBC by the campaign organisation Eurogroup for
Animals.

Nueva Pescanova sent the proposal to the Canary Islands’ General Directorate
of Fishing, which has not responded to a BBC request for comment.

The world’s first octopus farm - should it go ahead?
Octopuses caught in the wild using pots, lines and traps are eaten all over the

world, including in the Mediterranean and in Asia and Latin America.
The race to discover the secret to breeding them in captivity has been going on

for decades. It’s difficult as the larvae only eat live food and need a carefully
controlled environment, but Nueva Pescanova announced in 2019 that it had made
a scientific breakthrough.

The prospect of intensively farming octopus has already led to opposition:
Lawmakers in the US state of Washington have proposed banning the practice
before it even starts.

Nueva Pescanova’s plans reveal that the octopuses, which are solitary animals
used to the dark, would be kept in tanks with other octopuses, at times under
constant light. The creatures - the species octopus vulgaris - would be housed in
around 1,000 communal tanks in a two-storey building in the port of Las Palmas in
Gran Canaria.

They would be killed by being put in containers of water kept at -3C, according
to the documents.

Currently there are no welfare rules in place, as octopuses have never been
commercially farmed before. However studies have shown that this method of
slaughtering fish using ‘ice slurry’ causes a slow, stressful death. The World
Organisation for Animal Health says it “results in poor fish welfare” and the
Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC) - the leading farmed seafood certification
scheme - is proposing a ban unless fish are stunned beforehand.

Some supermarkets have already moved away from selling fish that have been
killed using ice, including Tesco and Morrisons.

Prof. Peter Tse, a cognitive neuroscientist at Dartmouth University, told the
BBC that “to kill them with ice would be a slow death â•¦ it would be very cruel
and should not be allowed.”

Adding that they were “as intelligent as cats” he suggested that a more humane
way would be to kill them as many fishermen do, by clubbing them over the head.

IMAGE SOURCE,GABRIELLE YAP / EYEEM
Octopuses are highly intelligent, and have been observed trying to escape from
aquariums

(cont’d on next page)
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Along with the welfare of the octopuses, CiWF has concerns around the
wastewater produced by the farm, which would be pumped back into the sea.
Octopuses produce nitrogen and phosphates as waste. “The water entering and
leaving the plant will be filtered so that it will have no impact on the environment,”
Nueva Pescanova told the BBC.

Around 350,000 tonnes of octopus are caught each year - more than 10 times
the number caught in 1950 - which is putting pressure on populations. Nueva
Pescanova stated that “aquaculture is the solution to ensuring a sustainable yield”
and that it would “repopulate the octopus species in the future.” However
conservationists believe farming them would lower the price, potentially creating
new markets.

Nueva Pescanova emphasised to the BBC that it dedicated “great efforts to

IMAGE SOURCE,ANIMAL REBELLION
People in London march against octopus farming - there have been protests in other
countries

World’s first octopus
farm proposals alarm
scientists

promote responsible and sustainable performance throughout the value chain to
ensure that best practices are adopted.”

The government of Gran Canaria has not responded to a request for information.

(cont’d from last page)

Credit Suisse:
US says bank
deposits safe and
available when
needed

Credit Suisse had sought
help from Swiss National Bank
after revealing it had found
“material weakness” in its
financial reporting.

Problems in the banking
sector surfaced in the US last
week when Silicon Valley Bank
(SVB), the country’s 16th-
largest lender, collapsed
followed two days later by the
failure of New York’s Signature
Bank.

Authorities had been forced
to step in to prevent a run on
bank deposits as panic spread.

Ms Yellen told the Senate
Finance Committee: “This
week’s actions demonstrate our
resolute commitment to ensure
that depositors’ savings remain
safe.”

Bloomberg reported on
Thursday that First Republic
Bank, a mid-sized bank like
SVB, is examining a sale of the
business.

The collapse of Silicon
Valley Bank fuelled concerns
about the value of bonds held
by banks, as rising interest rates
made those bonds less valuable.

Central banks around the
world - including the US
Federal Reserve and the Bank
of England - have sharply
increased interest rates as they
try to curb the rate of price rises,
or inflation.

On Thursday, the European
Central Bank (ECB)
announced a further increase to
interest rates from 2.5% to 3%.

Commenting on the recent
turmoil, ECB vice president
Luis de Guindos said “the
banking industry in Europe is
resilient” and they have “limited
exposure to the institutions of
the US”.

Banks tend to hold large
portfolios of bonds and as a

result are sitting on significant potential losses.
The falls in the value of bonds held by banks is not necessarily

a problem unless they are forced to sell them.

Help for banks
Credit Suisse’s share price rose by 12%. Switzerland’s central

bank said Credit Suisse had the money it needed but stressed it
was ready to step in and help if needed.

Sir John Gieve, former deputy governor at the Bank of England,
told the BBC that central banks were sending a “message” that
such problems would be contained locally.

IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES
US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen

By Daniel Thomas & Annabelle Liang
BBC News

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen has insisted that the
country’s banking system is “sound” as stock markets continued
to rebound.

Ms Yellen told the Senate “Americans can feel confident that
their deposits will be there when they need them”.

US regulators have been forced to rescue two banks in recent
days, sparking investor fears other lenders may be facing problems.

Markets in New York rose after a shaky start to trading.
A report that First Republic Bank is considering a sale appeared

to unnerve investors. Its share price fell by 23%. Over the past
five days, its share price has dropped by nearly 65%.

But the US’s three main stock markets indexes - the Dow
Jones, Nasdaq and the S&P 500 - are now up after initially opening
lower.

Markets in the UK and Europe rebounded earlier on Thursday
after troubled banking giant Credit Suisse announced overnight
that it secured a £45bn lifeline from Switzerland’s central bank.

Fears that Credit Suisse’s issues could cause a wider banking
crisis had sent stock markets tumbling on Wednesday.

IMAGE SOURCE,REUTERS
Credit Suisse

He added that in Credit Suisse’s case, the Swiss National
Bank’s action was likely to be enough to stop the crisis spreading.

“What we’ve seen overnight is the Swiss central bank saying
‘no, we will not let this get into a disorderly collapse’,” he said.

“I don’t know what the future for Credit Suisse holds but so
far they are still standing and it looks like the Swiss central bank
will ensure it’s standing long enough to rearrange its affairs for
the future.”

Credit Suisse, founded in 1856, has faced a string of scandals
in recent years, including money laundering charges, spying
allegations and high profile departures.

It lost money in 2021 and again in 2022 and has warned it does
not expect to be profitable until next year.

Daniel Davies, managing director at Frontline Analysts, and a
former bank analyst at Credit Suisse, said that the bank’s
“millionaire and billionaire client base just seems to have reached
the end of their tolerance and they’ve been taking money out
over the last six months at what began to look like an increasing
rate”.

He added that the Bank of England will have been asking its
Swiss counterpart whether it still had faith in Credit Suisse.

“Because the nature of these crises is that when you have a
real massive deposit run it is like a tsunami - nothing humans can
make can stop it. The only thing you can do is stop it before it
turns into a proper deposit run and the only people that can do that
are the central banks.”
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CWI to create two separate Head
Coach positions for Men’s Red Ball
and White Ball formats
Strategic split of role to bring specific focus on management of players and
development of format specific schedules

ST JOHN’S, Antigua - Cricket West Indies (CWI) today announced that the role of Head
Coach for the West Indies Senior Men’s Teams will be split into two separate positions.

Recruitment for both Head Coach roles will start immediately for a Red Ball Head Coach for
Test and ‘A’ Team cricket, as well as a White Ball Head Coach for One-Day Internationals (ODI)
and T20 International (T20I) cricket.

Jimmy Adams, CWI’s Director of Cricket said: “After recently completing an independent review
of our 2022 ICC World Cup performance, which included a closer look at the roles of the current
Head Coach position, we believe it is now necessary to split the role and engage separate coaches
for red and white ball formats. The increased frequency of back-to-back multi-format tours combined
with the specific demands of the respective formats no longer provides enough time for one individual
to adequately plan, prepare and review across bilateral series and franchise itineraries that are so
condensed.”

Adams added: “Separating the roles will also provide the Head Coaches with more time to

oversee players’ ongoing development away from tours directly,
and through increased engagement and planning with suitable high-
performance programmes and coaches.”

According to Adams, the decision to separate the Head Coach
roles was made with reference to the recommendation by the
independent three-member World Cup Review Group to consider
splitting coaching duties as one factor to help improve team
preparation.

The World Cup Review Group was appointed by CWI to
conduct a comprehensive review of the West Indies Men’s team’s
early exit from at the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup in Australia last
year. The Group was chaired by Justice Patrick Thompson Jr., a
High Court Judge of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court, and
included Brian Lara, the West Indies batting legend, along with
former South African, Pakistan, and Sri Lankan international
coach, Mickey Arthur.

The position of West Indies Men’s Head Coach became vacant
when Phil Simmons resigned following the 2022 ICC T20 World
Cup, and subsequently relinquished the post following the end of
the West Indies tour of Australia last December. Andre Coley is
the current Interim Head Coach for the recent Test series in
Zimbabwe and the current multi-format tour of South Africa.
Recruitments for both Head Coach positions are expected to
commence shortly.

West Indies Women Emerging
Players Squad announced for High-
Performance camp at CCG

ST JOHN’S, Antigua - Cricket West Indies (CWI) named 15 players for a West Indies Women’s
Emerging Player High-Performance camp which will be held at the Coolidge Cricket Ground (CCG)
from today, Thursday 16 March to Thursday, 30 March. The squad includes several players with
international experience and they will work under the guidance of Steve Liburd, Head Coach of the
West Indies Women’s Rising Stars Under 19s programme.

Among the players selected are teenagers Djenaba Joseph, Trishan Holder and Zaida James,
who were part of the West Indies Rising Stars Under 19 team at the recent ICC U19 T20 World
Cup and were also selected in the West Indies Senior team at the ICC T20 World Cup in South
Africa. Other players with international experience who will be participating are allrounders Jannilea
Glasgow, Kaysia Shultz, Sheneta Grimmond, Qiana Joseph and Shabika Gajnabi, while other members
of the Rising Stars Under 19 team have been selected.

This High-Performance camp continues CWI’s increased investment into the women’s game
and forms part of the overall High-Performance Pathway. CWI’s strategic plan has committed
resources into developing the women’s cricket at every level. This High-Performance Camp at
CCG plays a vital role in the strategy to develop the talent pool and produce the next generation of
West Indies Women’s players.

Graeme West, CWI’s High-Performance Manager said: “This camp is geared towards players
aged 25 and under as part of developing the pool of talent across the region. The camp will offer
activities and support across technical, tactical, physical, mental and personal development areas
with individualized programmes following each players involvement in the Senior and Under 19

sides in the last six months.
“We are looking to increase our investment in our most talented

young female players and the introduction of an Academy
programme later in the year will provide a further 15 players with
full-time support, training and competitive opportunities as they
make their way through the CWI High-Performance Pathway,”
West said.

“The camp represents an opportunity to prepare some of the
players that will be strong contenders for Academy places while
sharpening the skills of several players that have already performed
on the international stage at the senior level. These players will
benefit from a fortnight of intensive work leading into a busy
summer schedule with Regional Tournaments and International
Series planned.”

West added: “We also have Cherry-Ann Fraser and Mandy
Mangru who will come in for rehab from injuries that have held
up their progress, so we hope to help them along their way with
the intention that they will be fit for the Senior Women’s Regional
tournaments in May.”

FULL SQUAD
Earnisha Fontaine
Shabika Gajnabi
Jannilea Glasgow
Sheneta Grimmond
Trishan Holder

NOTE: Cherry-Ann Fraser and Mandy Mangru will be
attending as part of their rehabilitation work from injury.

Zaida James
Djenba Joseph
Qiana Joseph
Ashmini Munisar
Abini St Jean

Shalini Samaroo
Shunelle Sawh
Kaysia Schultz
Steffie Soogrim
Kate Wilmott
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Old Road Dismisses Bath, Spurs,
Village Deadlock

A three-goal spurt in four minutes saw MFCR Old
Road United Jets dismiss Hotsprings Bath United 3-0
on Sunday at Warner Park in the SKNFA Premier
League. Old Road struggled to make an impact in the
first half, as the hot afternoon sun seemed to have
taken a toll on both teams. But in the second half, Old
Road found energy and verve, scoring three goals in
four minutes to seal the win and another three points.
Scoring for Old Road
Kaylon Liburd 60th
Tiquanny Williams 62nd min
Nequan Browne 64th min

Old Road was one of only two teams to win their
matches in the Premier League on the weekend.
Coach Alexis Morris of Old Road, explained why his
team started off so flat but played so much better in
the second half. “Let me tip my hat to the Bath United
team because they really put us to the test,” he said.
“We started a bit flat. We asked the guys to conserve
some energy but to me, they went away from that and
as a result of that, they were running all over the
pitch...Luckily at the break, we were able to talk, we

were able to regroup and we were able to put things
together and play the kind of (football) that we are
capable of playing,” Morris said.

Bath’s Coach Alex Claxton sought to explain the
reason his team gave up three goals in four minutes.
“I would say sometimes the game would throw a
number of things at you... and I think this was one of
those moments when our players lapsed. I think

decision-making played a role in that regard so we
have to go back to the drawing board and try to fix
those things,” Claxton said.

 Also on Sunday, Rams Village Superstars drew 1-
1 with H.E. Garden Hotspurs.
Scoring for Village
Joseph Wilkes 44th min
Scoring for Spurs
Steve Archibald 48th min
Red card
Akio Benjamin (Spurs) 80th min
(For receiving a 2nd caution during the match)

Assistant Coach of Spurs Rohan Browne, was not
happy with the draw, as he said they had several
opportunities to win the match. “We dominated the
game, to be honest. We dominated from start to end.
We had most chances,” Brown said. “We had some
chances on the break. I am disappointed but the guys
played with heart and they finished off the game with
one point. Not what we wanted but well done to the
team,” the assistant coach added.

Coach Stephen Clarke of Village was also not
pleased with a draw, saying the result was not what
they were looking for. “I expected three points but
that’s how it goes sometimes. You just have to go back
to the playing field, regroup and come back again,”
Clarke said.

Deadlock In St. Paul’s As Both
Matches End In Draws

Defending  SKNFA Premier League Champions
S L Horsfords St. Paul’s, snatched a point from the
jaws of defeat on Friday night on their home field. It
was a last-minute strike from Vinceroy Nelson that
gave St Paul’s a 1-1 draw with St. Peters FC to give
the home fans something to celebrate.
Scoring for St. Peters
Shomari Hanley 35th min
Scoring for St Pauls
Vinceroy Nelson 90th +8min

Coach Austin “Dico” Huggins of St. Peters, was
upset with the outcome as he felt the seven minutes
stoppage time had already elapsed and the match
should have ended, preventing St. Paul’s from scoring
the last-minute goal. Nevertheless, he spoke to the
strategy he deployed to restrict St. Paul’s from winning

the match. “I think that we played exceptionally well
in the midfield. We were winning the ball, being first
to the ball, playing more aggressive, and then trying to
play the ball as quickly as possible to get them out of
position,” Huggins said. “We were more organized in
defense as well, so based on the game we played
against them in the President’s Cup, we had some work
done, especially on the defense,” he further disclosed.

In the night’s other match in St. Paul’s, Jones Group
Sandy Point FC, came from behind with 10 men to
draw 1-1 with Security Forces FC.
Scoring for Security Forces
Donyelle Francis (pk) 26th min
Scoring for Sandy Point
Melrick Warner 77th min
Red card

Alarm Isaiah (Sandy Point) 13th min
(Serious foul play)

This was the first Premier League match week
fixtures to play in St. Paul’s for the 2023 season.

Cayon Maintains Winning Streak
With Conaree Victory

Assistant Coach to Cayon Valentine Anthony was
pleased with the win, though he was keen to point out
that his team continues to lapse in concentration, as
evident in previous matches. “For the past couple of
games, we started the first half (well) and in the second
half we just come out lackadaisical. But grateful that
we got the three points; kudos to my team,”  Anthony
said. He noted that they plan to keep the momentum
in remaining at the top of the league and expects a
boost as some players are to join the team from injury.
“We still have other players to come in and help us to
get more depth in the team going forward,” Anthony
disclosed. Cayon is the only team so far this season
with a 100% record in the Premier League.

FLOW 4G Cayon Rockets solidified their status at
the top of the SKNFA Premier League table with their
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5th win from five matches on Saturday, edging SOL
IAS Conaree FC 3-2 at home in St. Mary’s Park,
Cayon.
Scoring for Conaree
Errol O’loughlin 24th min
Nequan Phipps 78th min
Scoring for Cayon
Mervin Lewis 14th min
Devontay Carty scored 2 goals 29th & 75th min


