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WOMAN POWER
New Governor General Her Excellency Marcella Liburd (center), the first female to occupy this post in St.Kitts-Nevis, poses for a photo with the

female representatives of the current administration namely (Left -Right) Speaker Lanein Blanchette, government minister and Parliamentary
Representative for St.Christopher Two (Central Basseterre) Marsha Henderson and senators Dr. Joyelle Clarke and Isalean Phillip. This image was
captured following a swearing-in ceremony held on Tuesday 31st January 2023 at Government House. An installation ceremony for the Governor
General is slated for Saturday 4th February 2023.  (SKNIS photo)

SEE PAGE 03
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Black History
Month Versus
‘Love Month’?

What were your initial thoughts at the start or
approaching the start of the month of February? Did you
think about Black History Month or Valentine’s Day
(dubbed by some people as the ‘Month of Love’) - or
both?

Perhaps if you express love for your black identity and culture
then perhaps it is a win-win for both topics in the general sense
of things

The theme of love is a consistent feeling in our nature as human
beings. Our relationships with the people nearest and dearest to
us whom we call our loved ones is a clear indication.

Noticeably, the commercial promotions for ‘The Month of
Love’ are in full swing from entertainment shows to packages as
promoters and event planners are taking the usual and expected
opportunity to capitalize on Valentine’s Day although the feeling
of love is a priceless one. But of course, for some people, using
the occasion to show love to others does come with a cost, and
so thus creating another win-win scenario.

As per usual, at this time of year, debate about the origin of
Valentine’s Day citing paganism comes about, and while that is a
different major topic altogether , there is definitely no debate
needed about the importance of love and affection in general.

Valentine’s Day of course, is one of those adopted customs
and traditions that many people join in on.

Moving on. Here in St.Kitts-Nevis, we are predominantly a
black population with of course the African descent blood flowing
through our veins. For many people, it is a cherished identity.
The shade of skin colour, kinky hair, facial features and other

characteristics as well as the overall heritage
shape their love, pride and appreciation for
who they are. Therefore, when Black History
Month comes around, there is a special
emphasis for the month-long occasion in
acknowledgement and celebration of who they
are.

There are so many accomplishments that
we can point to as a black people which
highlight the many strides-both past and
present- we have made to the human race in
so many fields such as medicine, technology,
cosmetology and art.

Now, our emotions of showing love and
showcasing pride for us as a people should
not be based on a calendar. Simply put, this
should be our way of life. In a perfect world,
violence would not exist but the reality is that
good and evil co-exists. For example, instances
of black on black crimes are affecting societies
around the world. ‘Why are our black
brothers killing each other?’ is a common
question.

As a global community, it is good that there is
collective togetherness in observance in the month
of February year after year in expressing positive
emotions.

Now if you think this editorial piece would
have targeted straight away the topic of the recent
homicides then I must share with you that it was
intentionally not done so at the start.

Why? You may ask. Well, as much as our
society is heartbroken, frustrated and angry, we
need to understand that as a people and a race,
we can and need to do better.  That is where the
spotlight should be. The upcoming generations
and generations unborn deserve better. There are
chapters yet to be filled in the upcoming years
about who we are as a people and society.

Love is needed. The blood that flows beneath
our melanted complexion must not be spilled
through violence.

So cheers to the month of February and what
aspects of positivity it means to you as an
individual and people beyond the calendar.
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HISTORIC INSTALLATION
CEREMONY OF THE FIRST

FEMALE GOVERNOR-GENERAL
OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS TO

TAKE PLACE
ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4

Basseterre, St. Kitts, February 2, 2023 (SKNIS): The historic installation ceremony of the
first female Governor-General of the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis, Her Excellency Ms. Marcella
Liburd JP will take place at Government House on Saturday, February 4, 2023, at 4:30 pm. A wide
cross-section of society has been invited to attend the momentous event by invitation only.

The installation ceremony will be broadcast live on ZIZ Radio (96 FM) and ZIZ TV (Channel 5
in St. Kitts and Channel 98 in Nevis. It will also be streamed live at www.zizonline.com

Her Excellency Liburd, 69, was sworn in at Government House on January 31, 2023, at 11:50 pm
as the fifth Governor-General of St. Kitts and Nevis before a small group of attendees including
Prime Minister Honourable Dr. Terrance Drew and his Cabinet Ministers and invited guests.

The Oath of Allegiance and the Oath of Office were administered by Resident High Court
Judge Her Ladyship Tamara Gill.

Her Excellency Liburd has had a long and illustrious career spanning that of educator, lawyer,
senator, first female Speaker of the National Assembly post-Independence, the first female to be
elected Chairperson of the St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party and first female Deputy National Leader
of the St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party, Member of Parliament and Minister of Government.

Having served as the Governor-General’s Deputy since September 2022, His Majesty King
Charles III has now appointed her as the first female Governor-General of the Federation of St.
Kitts and Nevis on the advice of Prime Minister Hon. Dr. Terrance Drew. All other Governors-
General were appointed by the Her late Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, who passed away at
the age of 96 on September 8, 2022, having served as the longest reigning British monarch with 70
years on the throne.

Her Excellency Liburd succeeds the fourth Governor-General of St. Kitts and Nevis His Excellency
Sir Samuel Weymouth Tapley Seaton, GCMG, CVO, QC, JP, LL. D, 72, who was appointed Head
of State on 1st September, 2015 and served until January 31, 2023.

Past Governors-General include His Late Excellency Sir Clement Athelston Arrindell GCMG,
GCVO, QC (1983-1996); His Late Excellency Sir Cuthbert Montraville Sebastian, GCMG, OBE,
KStJ ED (1996-2013) and His Excellency Sir Edmund Wickham Lawrence, GCMG, OBE (2013-
2015).

H.E. MS. MARCELLA LIBURD TAKES THE OATH
OF ALLEGIANCE AND THE OATH OF OFFICE
BEFORE RESIDENT HIGH COURT JUDGE HER
LADYSHIP TAMARA GILL
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Local Educator ‘Travels
Back In Time’ Pointing To
Importance Of 1935
Buckley’s Uprising
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Sunday 29th January 2023)- “Now this spark
was like a beacon, and you know how a beacon is to a sailor; seas are rough out
there  and they are frightened but when they see the beacon, the sea could tumble
up and go on how it like...calmer now to steer a ship because they see the light...and
the light for the rest of the Caribbean was the Buckley’s Uprising that happened
right here...right here!”

So said well-known local educator Leonard Stapleton during his presentation at
the 88th anniversary event of the 1935 Buckley’s Uprising held Saturday 28th
January at Buckley’s Estate Grounds in the west Basseterre community under the
theme ‘Recognising, Embracing, Restoring and Preserving the Legacy of Our

Martyrs of the Buckley’s Uprising 1935' which was organised by the Nyabinghi
Theocracy Order.

Speaking about the issues affecting the workers at that time, Stapleton shared:
“The workers of this estate were faced with a critical thing happening to them.
There was the chance for the owners - to pay the workers a decent wage ...the
worst time not to give St.Kitts people pay. So, we have to go back to 1934 because
that was when the trouble start. Christmas coming up; people are accustomed to
their little bonus... Imagine when the children looking for a little thing for Christmas,
the parents can’t deliver that after working hard all year?”

He informed that during that time trade unionism was outlawed.
“They couldn’t even organise as a group to complain; you had to come as if you

were a benevolent society,” he noted.
As understood from him, the uprising was “like a war zone which got the attention

of the world.”
“They wanted peace but none of them thought that the workers wanted justice,”

he commented with the popular reggae tune ‘Equal Rights’ by the late Peter Tosh
of Jamaica played for that segment of his presentation.

These are the values entrenched at this site and at this event that took place
here . The whole Caribbean that is free and even want to get freer by becoming
republic, they owe it to this event that took place here. They had to call in the war
ship from Bermuda... That is when you know you have the attention of Great
Britain...”

“I want to leave a message here because people think freedom is easy. Freedom
was not easy ; real freedom is paid for with blood sweat and tears...” he said.

On another point raised, Stapleton spoke about the formation of the Labour
Union (with the right to form unions) and also the right to vote (Adult Suffrage)
which stemmed from the recommendations from the uprising event.

“The right to vote was not automatic. You had to be able to earn $200 a year
when people getting seven cents a day...” As gathered, a certain amount of owned
real estate was another requirement in being able to vote.

He added: “When 1952 came about-Adult Suffrage when you could go and
vote even though you brokes, you had to know that there was a time when poor
people couldn’t vote, and because of the Buckley’s Uprising, it was not just only
people in St.Kitts and Nevis who were able to vote; is people all over the Caribbean
were able to vote.”

The educator encouraged: “We have to say this; the children must know it , and
when we walk out in the world, the people have to say ‘Thank you’...”

Stapleton applauded the Nyabinghi team for “putting the message out there”
over the years.

He urged persons to check the national archives and newspapers of the day to
learn more about the 1935 Buckley’s Uprising event.

Front Page Photo: Well-known local historian Leonard Stapleton during
his presentation at the 88th anniversary event of the 1935 Buckley’s
Uprising held Saturday 28th January at Buckley’s Estate Grounds
(Photo credit: Livingston Huggins)

Photo: Section of the audience at the 88th anniversary event of the 1935 Buckley’s
Uprising held Saturday 28th January at Buckley’s Estate Grounds. (Right side front
row) Assistant General Secretary of the St. Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour Union
Gwenedene Pemberton among those in attendance  (Photo credit: Livingston
Huggins)
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Arvia Makes Its Inaugural Cruise
Visit to St. Kitts

Basseterre, St. Kitts (30 January 2023) - Today, P&O
cruise vessel “Arvia” made its inaugural cruise call to St. Kitts.
The Authority continues to honor inaugural cruise calls, representing
the consistent growth of the destination’s cruise sector. Arvia boasts
of its excel class ship title operating with a capacity of 5,200 guests
and 1,800 crew members. The cruise vessel measures 345m,

184,700 tons, and has 15 guest
decks while offering a swim-
up bar, fine-dining restaurants,
multiple aqua-zones, and even
an onboard blending rum class.

“I am pleased to welcome
Arvia to St. Kitts on its maiden
cruise call,” shared Honourable
Marsha T. Henderson, Minister
of Tourism. “An inaugural
P&O cruise vessel venturing to
our destination is a direct result
of recently held meetings with
P&O in the latter period of
2022. These meetings heavily
focused on strengthening our
partnerships with the cruise
lines to ensure that our industry
can continue to thrive and
develop. Expanding our cruise-
line partnerships is paramount
to providing job opportunities
for our people, and we continue
to take the necessary steps to
achieve such.”

The destination has built an
impressive repertoire, having
been recently recognized by
FORBES magazine as a Top 5
Destination to keep on your
radar in 2023. As such, cruise
passengers could experience
these sentiments for
themselves by immersing in the
destination’s adventurous
excursion tours, such as
ziplining, watersports, and
rainforest hikes. Their visit was
also coupled with culturally rich

experiences through historical tours at Brimstone Hill Fortress
National Park, Wingfield Estate, and Old Road Rum Distillery, to
name a few.

“Today, we welcome the second inaugural cruise call since
the inception of the new year. We are incredibly proud to celebrate
our maiden cruise calls to St. Kitts as it represents the stringent
expansion of the sector and our cruise-line partnerships. The
Authority stays committed to offering quality guest experiences
and continues to ensure that these standards are accordingly
maintained,” shared Mr. Ellison “Tommy” Thompson, Chief
Executive Officer at the St. Kitts Tourism Authority.

Cruise activity continues to blossom for the destination and is
expected to punch above its weight in the coming months.
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Zack Encourages
Public To Attend
Heritage Exhibition
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Sunday 29th January 2023)-
Under the theme ‘Our Rich Heritage’, well-known Preservationist
Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett is currently hosting an exhibition at Zack’s
Historical-Cultural Library and Museum, located at Buckley’s
Estate.

Visiting time is 10am to 8pm “or even beyond that” he informed
while sharing details during the interview with this media house
on Monday 30th January 2023.

The exhibition was officially opened on Friday 27th January
and is expected to end on Tuesday 28th February. It features
photographs and reading materials as part of the showcasing to
the public.

There is no admission cost but “just a small contribution I’m
looking for”.

As it relates to the theme, Nisbett explained such “contains
history. Those persons who have made an indelible mark on the
historical values of our country, our carnival and   festivities and
the cultural heritage of our country both in pictures and words.”

Nisbett added: “The whole
idea is to make the citizens and
residents of St.Kitts and Nevis
further afield  of a more
conscious nature  of what we
had and the persons who gave
us the base or platform to
elevate from such as the
dances, the music, the clothing;
all of this would be highlighted

as well as some of the folklore suits like the mock-a- jumbie, the
bull horns in giving a full synopsis of the whole thing.”

In inviting members of the public, the Cultural Preservationist
commented: “You have a whole wealth of information , a whole
wealth of knowledge and also artifacts that the youths will be
intrigued in terms of looking at how it was , the type of equipment
that was used on the [sugar] estate...”

Lamps, toasters and wafflers were some of the past items he
mentioned.

“The main thing is reflection. Our foreparents worked
assiduously to bring about a better St.Kitts-Nevis through much
sweat and tears  they have endured , and it was not easy but it
was worth remembering in terms of the discipline - you had to go
to Sunday school and the basic things, and this would show them
what we went through in order to reach where our foreparents
are today. It gives you the impetus and the scope to recognize
that they had to toil and sweat and it is important that we preserve
our rich heritage, our cultural  heritage; the basics [and also] getting
away from the more metropolitan dishes and sticking to the more
indigenous things  like the sweet potato...” Nisbett stated further
about the exhibition.

He pointed out that people would be “healthier” if they
consumed such food and beverages, noting that the medicinal plant
for tea.

“All in all, in this museum, we hope to get questions and to
show what it was like then and what it is now, and the psychological
impact it has brought forth on the community as a whole,”  Nisbett
said.

Asked if the exhibition is part of Black History Month, he
remarked “It encompasses that. You see a lot of the persons who
built us out prior to the St.Kitts leaders - some of the black scientists
throughout the world [and more].”

Front Banner Image: Prime Minister Dr.Terrance Drew seen
looking at items during a tour of the ‘Our Rich Heritage’
exhibition -on Saturday 28th January 2023-hosted by well-
known Cultural Preservationist Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett  at
the Zack’s Historical-Cultural Library and Museum located
at Buckley’s Estate. Notably, PM Drew was treated to a quick
tour following his attendance at the 88th Buckley’s Uprising
event organised by the Nyabinghi Theocracy Order
(Spokesman Snap)

Well-known Cultural Preservationist Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett  (left)
seen conducting the tour session with PM Drew (Spokesman Snap)
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Two Young Men
Shot Dead In Under
A week  ...One At
Popular Eatery
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 2nd February 2023)-
Police on St.Kitts are investigating two separate shooting deaths
of two young men killed in Basseterre which happened within
less than a week of which the latest incident took place at a popular
eatery.

Dead are 29-year-old Dequan Maloney of Mc Knight but who
resided at Bird Rock and 30-year-old Sylvester Crossley of Half
Way Tree.

A police statement issued on Thursday 2nd February 2023
revealed that a fatal shooting incident occurred on February 01 at
about 9 p.m. on Wednesday involving Crossley.

Investigations so far have revealed that he went into a business
establishment and, while waiting, he was accosted by a lone,
masked gunman who shot him several times about the body then
fled the scene.

The District Medical Officer pronounced Crossley dead and
the crime scene was processed by personnel from the Forensic
Services Unit.

Police did not reveal the name of the business establishment
but this media house notes that the deadly shooting happened at
Uncle T’s located on Cayon Street. It is said that other customers
were at the business place at the time of the incident but no one
else was injured.

In relation to Maloney, police say investigations so far have
revealed that sometime between 10 p.m. and 11 p.m. on Thursday,
January 26, 2023, multiple explosive sounds were heard in the
Morne Heights area where Maloney resided, however, nothing
was reported to the Police.

It was further reported that close to 5 a.m. on Friday, January
27, 2023, a report was made to the Police of a body being found in
that area. Officers responded and, upon arrival, Maloney’s lifeless
body was found inside the trunk of a motorcar with what appeared
to be gunshot wounds about the body. The Officers also observed
that Maloney’s apartment appeared to have been entered by force
and was ransacked. The District Medical Officer visited the scene
and pronounced him dead.

Personnel from the Forensic Department processed the scene
and collected items of evidential value.

Persons with information regarding this incident are urged to
contact the Violent Crime Unit by dialing 467-1887, 467-1888,
662-3468, their nearest Police Station or the Crime Hotline at 707
where information can be given anonymously. Investigations into
the matter are ongoing.

Deceased-   Dequan Maloney
(Police file photo)

Deceased- Sylvester Crossley
(police file photo)
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IICA Director
General endorses
Brazil’s bid to host
COP30 in the
Amazonian city of
Belem, and
expresses
solidarity with and
support for the
Yanomami people

balance between productivity
and the environment; and a new
generation of public policies
with a gender perspective.

Accompanied by the local
IICA Representative, Gabriel
Delgado, Otero met for the first
time with Brazil’s new Minister
of Agriculture and Livestock,
Carlos Favaro, with whom he
discussed deepening the
collaboration between the
Institute and the new
government of President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva, by
strengthening the Brazilian
agribusiness profile, with an
emphasis on environmental
aspects.

Also discussed were issues
such as the restoration of
degraded pastures under the
ABC Plus program, as well as
new opportunities and
cooperation initiatives.

Otero remarked that, “We
believe that this new Brazilian
administration is extremely
receptive to IICA’s work -
considering our hemispheric,
regional and local dimensions,
and our future projectionâ€”and
we are confident that these
different facets offer
tremendous opportunities to
support the proposed agenda of
the new government of Brazil”.

“We see this government as
one  that is determined to
restore the image of a country
committed to sustainable
development, social inclusion,
environmental protection and
international cooperation - a
model in which agriculture must
play a fundamental role”, he
added.

The IICA Director General and his Special Advisor, Jorge
Werthein, in meeting with the Minister of Social Development,
Wellington Dias, spoke about international experiences that would
be useful for a country of Brazil’s size and about food assistance
programs to contribute to reducing high levels of hunger and food
insecurity in this, the largest country in Latin America.

At the end of the meeting, Minister Dias remarked that, “Brazil
and the Ministry of Social Development consider IICA to be an
important partner, in this instance, focusing on the area of
agriculture, evaluation, monitoring and support. IICA is also
partnering with other ministries. We must all work together to
access research and information and to undertake initiatives that
will create an impact, for example, the installation of water tanks.
We must collaborate at the State and the community level,
integrating social, environmental and economic aspects. President
Lula wants to adopt this approach to ensure that we can produce
good results”.

On the other hand, Otero maintained that, “IICA pledges its
support for the work of the Ministry of Social Development and
for the administration of President Lula. Without water, there is
no agriculture and without agriculture, there can be no sustainable
development. Also, we must always seek to ensure a greater role
for vulnerable groups in rural areas. That is why we are launching
a project with Minister Dias”.

He also expressed concern about the situation of the Yanomami
people, in the state of Roraima, bordering Venezuela and Guyana.
An increase in malnutrition- and malaria-related deaths on the
Yanomami reserve has prompted the Brazilian government to
declare a health emergency in this northern district.

The Minister of Agrarian Development, Paulo Teixeira, and
his team, met with Otero at the restructured ministry, to which
IICA will provide support in institutional development. The
conversation stressed the importance of family farmers and
vulnerable groups in the transition towards more environmentally
friendly agriculture; and discussed the possible role of the Institute
as a major sounding board at the hemispheric level to drive a new
generation of public policies to empower these sectors. They also
spoke about building bridges with other nations.

Minister of Finance, Fernando Haddad, also held a meeting
with Otero, addressing the fertilizer crisis in the region, among
other issues, and reviewing processes to integrate trade, within a
context of friendship, dialogue, receptiveness and trust.

With the Minister of Science and Technology, Luciana Santos,
Otero touched on the role that knowledge-intensive agriculture
plays in conservation and food security, as well as its key importance

Director General of IICA, Manuel Otero (second from left to right),
met for the first time with Brazil’s new Minister of Agriculture and
Livestock, Carlos Favaro (beside him), with whom he discussed
deepening the collaboration between the Institute and the new
government of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, by strengthening
the Brazilian agribusiness profile, with an emphasis on
environmental aspects.

Brasilia, 31 January 2023 (IICA) - On a visit to Brazil,
Manuel Otero, Director General of the Inter-American Institute
for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), conveyed the hemispheric
organization’s full support for the candidacy of Brazil’s Amazonian
city, Belem, as the venue of COP30.  In meetings with Brazilian
ministers and high-level authorities, Otero also expressed solidarity
with and support for assistance to the Yanomami indigenous
community, which has been experiencing increased deaths due to
malnutrition and malaria in the remote northern areas of the
country.

Otero met in Brasilia with the new ministers of Agriculture;
Agrarian Development; Social Development; Finance; Science
and Technology; and Integration and Regional Development, as
well as with the Secretary General of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Deputy Minister of the Environment. In all of
these discussions, he laid the foundation for increased collaboration
between the specialized organization for agricultural and rural
development and the new government of Brazil.

The IICA Director General addressed various issues during
the meetings with the eight ministries, including natural resource
conservation; the strengthening of national science and innovation
systems to boost production, while reducing the impact on the
environment; the empowerment of rural communities; the critical

 -  REGIONAL NEWS -

(cont’d on next page)



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 03RD 202310  -  LOCAL NEWS -

IICA Director
General endorses
Brazil’s bid to host
COP30 in the
Amazonian city of
Belem, and
expresses
solidarity...
in opening doors to new and more opportunities for small farmers.
Also discussed was the critical value of the bioeconomy within
the framework of the new knowledge frontier. IICA stands to
make relevant contributions in all of these areas.

On the other hand, in speaking with Minister Waldez Goes -
who heads the Integration and Regional Development portfolio,
which is one with which IICA has a long-standing cooperation
relationship - Otero discussed increased collaboration, in particular
in relation to water resources, specifically in the Amazon, the
northeast region and in border areas.

Meeting with Deputy Ministers
Otero also met with the Executive Secretary (Deputy Minister)

of the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change, Joao
Paulo Capobianco, and the General Secretary (Deputy Minister)
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, MarÃ-a Laura Da Rocha.

Otero briefed Capobianco on Living Soils of the Americas â€“
an international coalition that is tackling the degradation of this
resource, which is fundamental to health and life. The program is
co-led by the Carbon Management and Sequestration Center
(CMASC), headed by decorated scientist and 2020 World Food
Prize laureate, Rattan Lal.

The meeting also discussed IICA’s wholehearted support for
efforts to curb deforestation in the Amazon and to search for new
development alternatives in a region that houses the world’s largest
tropical forest. Here again, emphasis was placed on the importance
of the bioeconomy.

Moreover, the IICA Director General informed Capobianco
that IICA fully endorsed the candidacy of the Amazonian city,
Belem, to be the venue of COP30, slated to take place in 2025.

Otero also explained IICA’s
work in the recent COP27
meeting - where the Institute,
its Member States and
international partners ensured
that the voice of Sustainable
Agriculture was heard,
demonstrating how agriculture
in the hemisphere is resilient to

climate change and can provide other agrifood systems throughout
the world with examples of mitigation and adaptation.

With the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Otero spoke of
IICA’s commitments to regional integration. He also invited the
Secretary General of Itamaraty to be a speaker at the upcoming
Forum of Female Ministers, Deputy Ministers and High-level
Officials of Agriculture of the Americas, which is a forum to
discuss the region’s priorities and policies on agrifood systems,
with a gender focus.

(cont’d from last page)
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Governor-General
His Excellency

Sir S W Tapley Seaton,
GCMG, CVO, KC, JP, LLD

Farewell Message to the Nation
Fellow Citizens, Residents, Friends All,
I demit Office today 31st January 2023 after having served in the Office of  Governor-General

from 2015.
I take this opportunity to express sincere thanks and appreciation to all who have assisted me in

the discharge of my duties: these include my Administrative Staff, Gardeners, and other Support
Staff at the Government House who have served diligently enabling me to perform my duties.  This
has been a fulfilling experience coming as it does after having served for fifteen (15) years as the
first (1st) Attorney General of  Independent Saint Christopher and Nevis.

I am also grateful to the persons who have assisted me in this
journey including my Family, Medical Professionals, and the
Security Services and all who have been very supportive of my
efforts to build on the structure of Government House and its
surroundings to ensure access to the People’s House and to
facilitate all activities of the Office of the Governor-General.

I can only extend best wishes to everyone for the future and
trust that you will be able to fulfill your expectations.  Best wishes
as well to my Successor for a successful tenure.

May God Bless Saint Christopher and Nevis.

Government House
Saint Christopher

January 31, 2023

  Former Governor-General of the
Federation of Saint Kitts and
Nevis, His Excellency Sir S. W.
Tapley Seaton, GCMG, CVO, KC,
JP, LLD



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 03RD 202312  -  NEWS -

2023 IMF Report Affirms
the Government of Saint
Kitts and Nevis’ Vision
for the Evolution of the
CBI Programme

Basseterre, St. Kitts and Nevis, February 2, 2023 [Press
Secretary’s Office]: The recent International Monetary Fund
(IMF) report gave insight into the financial status of the Federation
of Saint Kitts and Nevis.

Mr. Alexandre Chailloux of the IMF Mission and his delegation
visited the Federation for the 2023 Article IV consultation sessions
on macroeconomic policies and economic developments in January
2023 (16-27).

The report outlined several initiatives undertaken by the
previous government administration to address the economic
downturn and the impact of these decisions on the nation’s
finances.

“The previous administration made a substantial repurchase
of land (7.6 percent of GDP) from the land-to-debt swap
arrangement, hereby reducing its deposits and contingent liability
(which now remains at 12 percent of GDP). These measures
came at a cost to public finances: despite receiving record high
CBI revenues, the government incurred the largest primary deficit
in two decades”, the report stated.

The IMF report went on to further outline the financial
projections for the Federation stating that “growth is projected at
4.5 percent in 2023, supported by a strong recovery in tourism
and other service sectors. In the short term, downside risks
dominate, primarily stemming from global headwinds impacting
key tourism source markets and commodity price volatility.”

However, the IMF expressed concern for the Citizenship by
Investment (CBI) Programme due to the nation’s heavy reliance
on the programme for economic sustainability over the past seven
years.

The report stated, “the growing dependence on volatile and
uncertain CBI revenue is a major source of vulnerability. Further
worsening of global financial conditions could affect bank capital.
Natural disasters pose an ever-present downside risk. On the other
hand, medium-term prospects for an acceleration of the transition
to renewable energy and increased investment in resilience by
the public sector could represent material upside risks... In the
medium term, a holistic overhaul of the taxation framework will
be of the essence to reduce dependency on CBI and to maintain
fiscal space. The use of budget resources should be geared towards
increasing sustainability.”

The current St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party Administration is on
the right track in its stance to evolve the CBI programme and
transform the economy into a Sustainable Island State as outlined
in the recent 2023 Budget Address.

The Prime Minister of Saint Kitts and Nevis and Minister of
Finance, Hon. Dr. Terrance Drew in his 2023 Budget Address
stated that it is his administration’s intent to “use the CBI revenues
to fuel our plans to implement a diversified economy”.

The Prime Minister added, “we forecast that the revenues
from our CBI Programme will be significant over the next few
months. If such financial projections are realized, it is our
Government’s goal to create a Sovereign Wealth Fund which will
be responsibly managed by high level professionals. This Fund
will be used to safely invest in the international markets and
industries over the long term. We will ensure, by legislation, that
the Fund can only be tapped into for rainy days such as natural
disaster response and not for addressing recurrent expenses.”

Hon. Dr. Terrance Drew further highlighted the significance
and benefits of our nation’s CBI Programme, outlining the
importance of exercising due diligence. He stated, “Our citizenship
is precious; therefore, the evolved CBI Programme will invite

bold and
creative top-
notch investors
to our shores
who will
d e v e l o p
i n n o v a t i v e
industries in St.
Kitts and
Nevis, the
construction of
real estate 18
developments
pursuant to our
Government’s
p r i o r i t y
infrastructure
list, and in all
things, bring
s u b s t a n t i a l
benefit to the
People of Saint
Chr i s tophe r
and Nevis”.

Ministers of Cabinet of the Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis. Left to Right: The
Honourable Garth Wilkin, The Honourable Samal Duggins, Senator the Honourable
Dr. Joyelle Clarke, Senator the Honourable Isalean Phillip, Prime Minister of Saint
Kitts and Nevis The Honourable Dr. Terrance Drew, The Right Honourable Dr. Denzil
Llewellyn Douglas, The Honourable Marsha Henderson, Deputy Prime Minister The
Honourable Dr. Geoffrey Hanley, The Honourable Konris G.M Maynard

The full statement of the 2023 Article IV Mission can be accessed via this link, https://www.imf.org/
en/News/Articles/2023/01/31/cs13123-st-kitts-and-nevis-staff-concluding-statement-of-the-2023-
article-iv-mission.
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Several Crime
Reduction
Initiatives to be
Implemented in
St. Kitts and Nevis

Basseterre, St. Kitts and Nevis, January 28, 2023 [Press
Secretary’s Office]: The Ministry of National Security has been
working assiduously to ensure that the safety and security of our
citizens and residents remain a priority within the Federation of
St. Kitts and Nevis.

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will therefore continue
to ensure that the security agencies will maintain a zero-tolerance
approach to crime, focusing on the preservation of law and order
within our communities.

This has been reiterated by Prime Minister and Minister of
National Security, the Honourable Dr. Terrance Drew, who stated
in his 2023 Budget Address last month, that, “Societal peace and

stability are prerequisites for
true social and economic
development and for the
accomplishment of our
progressive Sustainable Island
State Agenda. I believe that the
treatment of our security
forces, as well as the
enforcement of law and order,
must always be guided by the
rules of natural justice.”

A large proportion of the
2023 Budget resources has
been allocated to the
recruitment, retention, and
upgrading of manpower in the
Police and Defence Forces,
Immigration Department, Fire
& Rescue, and Prison Services.
In view of this, the government
will also continue to make
provisions for capacity-building
initiatives throughout the
respective agencies.

According to the
Honourable Minister of
National Security, “Security

forces have been working around the clock to ensure that peace
and safety improve. Rapid analyses of crime data will influence
future policing strategies and information gleaned from interagency
cooperation on the security forces on a global, regional, and
national scale. The security forces must maintain their focus on
the established pillars of policing, which include community/police
relations, intelligence-led policing, and predictive policing,
according to the analysis of the patterns seen in 2022.”

Several crime reduction initiatives are in effect, including the
continuous use of science and technology for crime prevention
and problem-solving, the acceptance and active support of the
current social intervention programs, as well as specialized training
for the police in areas such as ballistics and DNA testing,
cybercrime, and intelligence.

Another important crime-reduction strategy relates to
community policing, with specific attention given to the
incorporation of training to target a reduction in repeat offenders,
by forging stronger community relationships, reducing gang
membership recruitment, and establishing safe havens for at-risk
youths.

“The basis for general policing must continue to be the
relationship between law enforcement and the community. With

(cont’d on next page)
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the formation of numerous Explorers Youth Clubs and the fostering
of close relationships between the police and other interest groups
in our communities on St. Kitts and Nevis, the Community Policing
Team’s model will continue to be applied to several additional
villages requiring additional equipment and personnel to sustain
the desired societal impact for present and future generations,”
said Honourable Dr. Drew.

The Government will continue to take the necessary measures
to improve cooperation and close relationship between the
Explorers Youth Clubs, the Security Forces, and other interest
groups.

Recently appointed Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of
National Security, Ms. Cecile Hull added that, “The continued
expansion of the community-policing model will be tailored to our
society’s complex and diverse needs, with the delivery of public
protection being informed by community priorities and robust

Several Crime
Reduction Initiatives
to be Implemented in
St. Kitts and Nevis

evidence-based programmes.
It is the ministry’s intention to
reintroduce our schools to
programmes such as
M.A.G.I.C, T.A.P.S, Cadet
Corps, and Sea Cadets.
Additionally, The National Drug
Council will expand the reach
and efficacy of drug prevention
and intervention efforts,
focusing on the most vulnerable
populations.”

M.A.G.I.C, which stands for
Mentoring, Advising, Guiding,
and Instructing Children, targets
sixth (6th) graders addressing
issues such as peer pressure,
bullying, cyber interference,
teaching discipline, self-
restraint, and proper behaviour.
M.A.G.I.C was implemented by
the Special Victims Unit (SVU)
of the Royal St Christopher and
Nevis Police Force.

Teen and Police Service
(T.A.P.S), is a joint initiative
between the Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis Police

Force, the Ministry of National Security, and the Ministry of
Education, to strengthen the relationship between at-risk youth
and law enforcement, through learning, social interaction, and
collaborative discussions.

Both programmes were first introduced to the Federation by
the former Commissioner of Police in 2014 and will be reintroduced
as part of the Ministry’s crime reduction strategies.

The Peace programme, one of the key rehabilitation strategies,
is currently undergoing a reformation process to improve
accountability and transparency to address the various needs of
the applicants.  Permanent Secretary for the Prime Minister’s
Office, Ms. Naeemah Hazelle has advised of the relaunch next
month with new mandates. She stated that the idea is to advance
the programme to include academic and skills accreditation to
improve the skills and proficiencies of the members and offer
entrepreneurial training to create sustainability. The deadline for
registration is February 11th, 2023.

The National Security agencies will continue their bimonthly
meetings to execute joint operations as part of the ministry’s
mandate to implement and strengthen its crime-fighting strategies.
In his capacity as Chair of the National Defence Board, the Prime
Minister reiterates his commitment to the regular meetings of the
board and applauds the interagency collaboration of the security
forces.

(cont’d from last page)
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New Payroll
System to
be
Introduced
to the Civil
Service of
St. Kitts and
Nevis

Basseterre, St. Kitts and
Nevis, January 27, 2023
[Press Secretary’s Office]:
The Government of St. Kitts
and Nevis will be introducing a
new payroll system for the civil
service. All monthly paid civil
servants will soon be paid on a
twice monthly or on a
semimonthly basis.

Semimonthly means that
employees will be paid two
times per month on specific
dates. If one of those stipulated
pay dates falls on a weekend,
the payroll is instead paid out
on the preceding Friday. The
semimonthly payroll process is
an initiative utilized by several
private sector companies
including the hospitality industry
and has proven to be beneficial
to both employees and
employers.

A committee comprised of
executive members from the
Human Resource Management
Department, Prime Minister’s
Office and the Accountant
General Department, Ministry

(cont’d on next page)
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of Finance has been formulated
to assess and implement the
initiative. The Cabinet
Secretary, Dr. Marcus Natta
will be heading the committee
and overseeing the process.

A meeting was held earlier
this week to discuss the
necessary changes and
execution method, including the
required systems upgrades at
the Treasury Department, in
addition to the formulation of a
public relations and sensitization
process to inform and advise all
stakeholders.

Several meetings will follow
within the upcoming months to
inform and educate the civil
servants on the new payment
schedule and benefits of the
semimonthly payroll.

Government Auxiliary
Employees (GAEs) will
continue to receive wages
weekly.

More details will be
forthcoming as the process is
finalized. Currently there is no
set timeline for implementation,
but it is expected to be
completed within the first half
of the year.

New Payroll
System to be
Introduced to
the Civil
Service of
St. Kitts and
Nevis
(cont’’d from last page)
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