
Year 67   NO. 27 EC $2.00BASSETERRE,  ST. KITTS,  W.I. FRIDAY, 01st DECEMBER, 2023

 At The Pumps This Weekend Maximum Price ULG per gallon -           Dated : 21/10/23          DELTA $14.36/  SOL $13.64

AGES 13-75
STORY ON PAGE 07

“I
MISS
[MY]

HOME”STORY ON PAGE 03



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, DECEMBER 01ST 20232

THE SPOKESMAN - ESTABLISHED MAY 1957
Published by:  The St. Kitts-Nevis Trades & Labour Union
Ag. Editor:  Precious Mills

  Editorial

 - OPINION / LOCAL NEWS -

Masses House, Church Street
P.O. Box 239 . Basseterre . St. Kitts . West Indies

 Tel: (1 869) 465-2229 <> Fa: (1 869) 466-9866
Email:  info@sknunion.com

Website: www.thelabourspokesman.com

End Stigma
ON HIV/AIDS
Today-1st December 2023- marks the annual

observance of World AIDS Day, under the theme ‘Let
communities lead’ this time around.

Health professionals around the globe make it known
that with the advance of modern medicine, being infected
with the sexually transmitted virus is no longer a death
sentence compared to the years gone by. Equally though,
they also caution within the same breath that this does
not mean that individuals can go about being carefree
about their status and prance around in a promiscuous
fashion.

Here in St.Kitts-Nevis, there are 225 recorded with
the HIV infection. As most of us would know, HIV is the
virus that causes AIDS. In various societies on a global
scale, persons infected with the virus are discriminated
against for being ‘dirty’ due to that kind of stigma label.

Educational campaigns over the years have been
heavily aimed at helping to remove such stigma. In many
instances, it has been explained to the listening and
viewing public that one cannot transmit the virus by
hugging someone who is infected. The takeaway from
such a message is that as humans we must show love to
each other and not scorn those whose status is positive
for the virus.

Most recently, on 21st July 2023 saw a new global
campaign to end HIV stigma dubbed #ZeroHIVStigmaDay
as spearheaded by the International Association of
Providers of AIDS Care (IAPAC) in collaboration with

partners.
As gleaned from media

communication sourced via
www.iapac.org, that Zero HIV Stigma
Day is a new international HIV
awareness day.

As gleaned from the media
communication, the aim of such a day
is geared towards uniting people,
communities, and entire countries to
raise awareness about and take action
to end HIV-related stigma that both
violates human rights and jeopardizes
efforts to end the global HIV epidemic.

As explained, the chosen theme
“Human First,” emphasizes the human
dimension of people living with and

affected by HIV and reinforces that any form
of stigma encountered by people living with
HIV is a human rights violation.

Truth be told, no one would ever want to
feel shamed by anyone for their health status.
If no one is aware of another’s status then
they are treated “normally” and on the flip
side brings about the opposite. This is quite
unfortunate and inhumane.

At the same time, everyone has a
responsibility to practice safe sexual
behaviour and know his or her status in order
to take care of his or her well-being.

As communities, we must lead with
empathy and care for each other in ending
the stigma.



The Labour Spokesman        FRIDAY, DECEMBER 01ST 2023 3 - LOCAL NEWS -

House Fire Victim
Talks About
Staying Close Area
... “I MISS HOME”
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 30th November
2023)- Having lived at his residence in the West Basseterre
community for forty-one (41) years, Leon ‘Lebo’ Mathew is
saddened  about the situation yet hopeful that one day he will be
able to rebuild his two-bedroom home lost in a recent fire incident.

At a handover ceremony held on Thursday 30th November
2023, on site of the burnt property in Russell Village, he was the
recipient of groceries and toiletries donated by Pyramid Security
Consultancy who partnered with the police in the community-
assistance outreach.

“I appreciate this”, commented Mathew having received the
items. According to him: “I can’t do nothing about it [right now]
but I give God thanks and praise for life.”

He is presently staying with a sister who lives nearby.
Mathew is of the opinion that “idle hands” are to blame for

what he suspects to be a case of arson. The house fire took place
on Friday 24th November, totally destroying the wood and concrete
structure occupied by the elderly man.

“Everything bun up. I aint had no current in de house and me
ainâ€™t cook de Thursday nor de Friday so me ain’t leave on
nothing and I don’t leave on nothing. I stay here and be happy and
some ignorant person... some willful youth [did this].”

Asked how he felt about the house fire, he commented: “Sad.
I just hold down me head and said ‘Lord, Father God’... I [raised]
up me [four] children in dis house... me and dey mother. I here on
me own 23 years now ...I ain’t disturbing nobody; me and
everybody good.”

As gathered, he was not at home when the fire incident took
place at about 2:30 PM that day.

“I was out dere by de lady who does sell local drinks sitting
down...” He went on to share that he and a friend we “Went
Camps to pick up a grill; we aint even spend half an hour”. He
said by the time he came back he found out his house was on fire.

Speaking about his hope to rebuild at some point, Mathew said:
“As long as I get the help; the support, I got guys out there who
are willing too; they keep telling me whenever I’m ready I should
let dem know.”

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Pyramid Security
Consultancy Kai Jareth Liburd commented: “We are villagers
helping to rebuild villagers in the time of need so we got you ...we
will do whatever recovery efforts we can to help you back on
your feet. It’s tragic what happened to you.  I condemn any acts
of violence and crime and I hope the person comes to term with
themselves and would admit and confess to the police what they
did so you can move past because It’s hard for somebody to work
all the days of their lives and in their old age to just lose it all...but
everybody got you, the inspector,, the police force.”

Police Inspector Alrick Edwards-who is the Chief Operating
Officer (COO) of Pyramid Security Consultancy-highlighted that
his cousin CEO Liburd reached out to him about making such a
donation.

“This morning we are gathered here this morning to show Leon
‘Lebo’ Mathew. I know ‘Lebo’ since I was a young footballer in
de Villageâ€¦[We are here] to show support and give him a step
on the road to recovery. We know that what he has lost and what
we’re doing can’t compare but it’s a good gesture...”

“...because I know the [Police] Commissioner’s mandate is to
have a better community policing initiative with the community, I
decided to reach out to Sergeant [Charmaine] Audain ‘who is the
sergeant in charge of the National Intervention Team to be here
as she is the person responsible for community policing in the
police force in general.”

For persons interested in
making donations, Mathew
shared that he is usually close
by in the area. His phone was
destroyed in the fire.

Asked if his choice to
remain nearby is because he
wants to remain close to home,
he expressed: “Yeah, I miss
home, I miss home. I could
have go down by me daughter-

Photo: (Left to Right) Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Pyramid Security Consultancy Kai Jareth Liburd,
house fire victim Leon ‘Lebo’ Mathew,  Police Sergeant Charmaine Audain and Police Inspector Alrick
Edwards (Chief Operating Officer of Pyramid Security Consultancy) seen with bags of donated items
outside the gate of the Mathew’s yard. (Spokesman Snap).

in-law and me son because they
tell me ‘Sine Friday we looking
for you’... I tell dem I might
come but a just stay nearby. Me
aint looking for nothing but just
cleaning up de place...”

As understood,  over the
years, he has been his own
maintenance and repair man as
he has been in the construction
field since he was 19-years-old.

Front Page Image: Leon
‘Lebo’ Mathew seen
having a moment to
himself close to the
charred remains of his
Russell Village home on
Thursday 30th November
2023 days almost a week
after a house fire
(Spokesman Snap)
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Health Educator: 13-Year-
Old Among HIV Infected
Persons
By: Spokesman
Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Tuesday 28th November
2023)-Statistics of individuals
infected with the sexually
transmitted virus HIV in
St.Kitts and Nevis includes a
13-year-old in the over 200
cases recorded to date.

Such information was
revealed by health educator
and counselor, nurse Lucine
Pemberton-Vaughan from the
Ministry of Health while
making an appearance on
Freedom FM’s ‘Issues’
programme aired on Tuesday
28th November 2023. with host
Jamie McPhail, as part of an
educational outreach to
sensitize members of the
public leading up to World
AIDS Day-observed 1st December.

 “This month we have been out. We have been testing persons. We have been
doing educational sessions. We have been in the churches, we have been in the
schools, we have been in the workplaces, in the communitiesâ€¦We have just been
out there spreading the word and reminding persons that HIV is not a thing of the
past; that we still have it very much here with us...,” she commented in her remarks.

According to Pemberton-Vaughan: “Persons are only living longer because they
are being tested and that they were able to access treatment... We have persons
as young as 13 years. We have a 13-year-old who is infected and we have up to
75, and we need to keep the word out there that persons need not be afraid to
come forward to get tested. It is another chronic illness like diabetes and
hypertension. Long ago, persons took thirty (30) tablets a day. Now, we have it in
just one pill but we donâ€™t want persons to really get too comfortable with that.
An ounce of prevention is better than an ounce of cure.”

“We want persons to take that personal responsibility to protect themselves so
we don’t really want to leave any stone unturned...” she added.

According to her: “So far for this year, we have eleven new cases. Last year
we had 23 new cases and I was just told this afternoon that our numbers are up to
225. Now, this is the known cases so you have to multiply that by three or four
because each of these persons have partners who have partners and this 225 is
just the tip of the iceberg so we have some work that we need to do... we are doing
our best, the government is doing its best. We all have our part to play. The Ministry
of Health alone cannot carry this burden; it’s an individual affair.”

Questioned about any observation regarding individuals being reluctant to get
tested because of the stigma attached, Pemberton-Vaughan replied...  “Yes. We
as a people are responsible for that. Stigma and discrimination fuel the HIV epidemic.
When we shame people, we blame them, we ostracize them, persons are afraid to
come out and even sometimes in relationships, people are willing to rarely disclose
their status but some persons are really afraid of word getting out. And we want
that stigma and discrimination really to be a thing of the past. That was when we
were ignorant’ It’s a chronic infection.

The health educator then went on to touch on her dream as it relates to persons
attitude towards HIV.

“I have a dream- I would like people to one day say ‘I forgot to take my HIV
meds’ and run back home, and the bus stops and somebody says ‘Run go... we
waiting for you.’ It’s like ‘I forgot to take my insulin’ and we just want people to be
open and honest , and in doing so we will not only help them, we’re helping ourselves
because persons will be much more comfortable disclosing their status, and be
more honest.”

Front Banner Image- used for illustration purposes only- shows
positive HIV test in lab setting (credit: GETTY IMAGES/iStockPhoto)

Health educator and counselor, nurse Lucine
Pemberton Vaughan from the Ministry of Health
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NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (November 30,
2023)- The Premier’s Ministry
in the Nevis Island
Administration (NIA) is
currently accepting work
permit and residency
applications for 2024.

Premier of Nevis the
Honourable Mark Brantley, at
his most recent press
conference, encouraged non-
nationals to ensure their work
permit and residency status is
legal.

“I have from this rostrum
time and time again encouraged
our non-national community to
ensure that they are within the
law and that they are in good
standing.

“We welcome non-
nationals; we welcome their
contribution, but we also insist
that they must abide by the laws
of St. Kitts and Nevis. And so
those who are here on work
permit and residency we are
currently accepting applications
whether new or if you are
renewing, you can come in to
the Premier’s Ministry now and
do that for 2024.”

The Premier further
encouraged those operating and
working illegally on Nevis to
regularize their status. He
pointed out that the government
is amenable to working out
payment plans for those in
arrears.

“The Premier’s Ministry has
always been prepared to
accommodate and to work with

people, but for those who
persist in being here illegally
and working illegally, you have
no one to blame but yourselves
if Immigration were to come
and knock on your door.

“Some people say they are
afraid- there is no need to be
afraid. This government has

Non-nationals on
Nevis urged to apply
for work permits,
residency for 2024

Conserve
Water

Take
Shorter
Showers

Premier of Nevis the Honourable Mark Brantley encourages non-
nationals to regularize their work permit, residency status

demonstrated a willingness and
a capacity to work with
everyone so please come in and
regularize your position. You
need a payment plan, come in
and talk to us. We are prepared
to work with you but we need
our people here on the island
to be within the law not outside
the law. If you are here and
your status is illegal, you are out
of status, you are irregular, then
we are asking you please to
come in and regularize your
position.”

The Premier’s Ministry is
located at the Social Security
Building, Pinney’s Estate and
can be contacted for relevant
information at 869-469-5521
extension 5152.
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Agriculture
Department
Remains
Committed
To Staff
Protection
And
Well-Being

(MOA Basseterre, St. Kitts,
November 30 2023);

It has been brought to the attention
of the Department of Agriculture (St.
Kitts) that allegations have been
circulating and suggesting that workers
are not provided with the essential
personal protective equipment (PPE)
necessary to carry out their duties in
relation to working with chemicals
designated for agricultural use.

The Department refutes these
allegations and wishes to categorically
state that the necessary personal
protective equipment including gloves,
boots, respirators and coveralls have
been supplied to the relevant Unit, with
the most recent requisition being this past
July 2023.

In keeping with Department
practice, the PPE is kept in the
possession of the relevant staff who is
responsible for using the chemical as the
equipment is not and should not be
shared.

Further, staff is trained once a year
by the company that supplies the
chemicals specifically in the appropriate
use of chemicals and proper use of PPE.
This is in keeping with the practice of
the Department’s safety measures.

The Department has been and
continues to exhibit care and concern
for workers’ safety by providing the
essential PPE needed to conduct work
activities as well as offering training to
ensure appropriate use of PPE and
storage of chemicals. It is therefore
unfortunate that these unfounded
allegations have been circulating in the
media.

The Department is committed to the
safety and well-being of our workers,
and takes all necessary measures to
ensure their protection, including the
implementation of comprehensive
protective care protocols. Any claims
suggesting otherwise are inaccurate and
do not reflect the reality of our
commitment to maintaining a secure and
healthy work environment.



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, DECEMBER 01ST 202310  - RELEASE -

Registration Opens
For 2023 Edition Of
Highly Anticipated
Agri-Christmas
Night Market

(MOA Basseterre, St. Kitts, November 30 2023);
Registration is now open to all vendors, meat producers, fishers
and Agro processors interested in participating and securing their
spot at the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Marine Resources
and Cooperatives’ Agri-Christmas Night Market. The event is
set to take place on Thursday, 21st December, 2023 and is slated
to be held at the Basseterre Public Market on the Island Bay
Road, St. Kitts.

The Christmas edition of the Night Market specifically highlights
the cultural diversity of the twin island federation of St. Kitts and
Nevis through the variety of foods and products available, musical
entertainment and folklore presentations, which contributes to the
preservation and celebration of local cultural traditions.

The event which is being held in collaboration with the Ministry
of Small Business and Entrepreneurship also provides a platform
for local vendors, small-scale farmers, vendors and other food
producers to showcase their diverse range of agricultural and
artisanal products, including fruits, vegetables, meats, seafood,
dairy, baked goods and more. Night Market registration forms
are available at the Public Market, Department of Agriculture, La
Guerite, Department of Marine Resources and the Ministry of
Agriculture, Building #16 Port Zante, St. Kitts.

The deadline for registration is Monday December 18.
Interested persons are asked to send an email at moa@gov.kn or
contact the Ministry of Agriculture at 467-1016 for further
information. -
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(MOA Basseterre, St.
Kitts, November 29 2023);

In a significant move
towards enhancing the
agricultural landscape, the
Government of St. Kitts and
Nevis, through the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries, Marine
Resources and Cooperatives
partnered with the St. Kitts
Farmers Consortium as part of
efforts to strengthen the
relationship between farmers
and supermarkets.

This began with a series of
meetings led by Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of
Agriculture, Mr. Miguel
Flemming who was
accompanied by a small
delegation of Unit Heads,
technical staff and President of
the St. Kitts Farmers
Consortium, Meshach Alford
on both Friday, 3rd November
and Wednesday, 15th
November 2023.

The topics of discussion
included the Consortium
Production Program, ways to
strengthen the relationship
between the Marketing Unit at
the Department of Agriculture
and linkages between food
producers and supermarket
chains.

The meetings with some of
the the key stakeholders,
namely Rams Trading Limited
and Horsford’s Valumart IGA,
allowed the group the
opportunity to highlight the
importance of strengthening the
bond between the local
supermarkets and food
producers and addressed plans
that are afoot that will help St.
Kitts and Nevis meet
CARICOM’s 25 by 25 agenda
target.

This initiative aims to reduce
food imports by 25% by the
year 2025 and will ensure that
markets are readily available
after harvest. The Permanent
Secretary has expressed that,
“facilitating direct market
linkages between farmers and
supermarkets is a key focus of
the Ministry, considering that
networks where farmers can
showcase their products to
potential supermarket partners
provides a direct and
transparent connection
between producers and
retailers.”

The stakeholders who will
play a pivotal role in the success
of this endeavour, expressed
their interest and commitment

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE PARTNERS WITH FARMERS
CONSORTIUM TO STRENGTHEN BOND BETWEEN FARMERS AND

SUPERMARKET CHAINSto support local farmers.
Recognizing the importance

of a robust and mutually
beneficial partnership, the

meetings concluded with all in
agreement with the way
forward.
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Diabetes awareness takes
centre stage on St. Kitts
Basseterre Lions Club’s
‘Glow Walk’

BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS, November 28, 2023 (MMS-SKN) — As
November, which is observed globally as the National Diabetes Awareness Month,
comes to an end, the St. Kitts Basseterre Lions Club joined sister clubs in Zone 2C
(Antigua, Dominica, and St. Kitts) to raise diabetes awareness through an early
evening Diabetes Glow Walk on Saturday November 25.

Held under the theme ‘Changing the Face of Diabetes’, the Basseterre walk
saw participants carrying glowing light tubes and wearing glowing necklaces and
armbands gather at the Cenotaph in Fortlands. After prayers by President of the
St. Kitts Basseterre Lions Club, Lion Adaeze Hanley, they set off for downtown
Basseterre at 6:28 p.m.

Members of the St. Kitts Basseterre Lions Club seen at Port Zante at the end of the
Diabetes Glow Walk. President, Lion Adaeze Hanley, is on extreme left, and
immediately behind her is Lion Cedric Liburd, and nearest the camera (left) is Lion
Adora Warner.

Different stages of the Diabetes Glow Walk. Clockwise from top: Leaving the Cenotaph in Fortlands; walking along Irish Town Bay
Road; walking past the Basseterre Public Market; posing at the Basseterre Ferry Terminus/Bus Stop.

Clockwise from top: First stop on Bay Road in the McKnight area; at the National Museum pointing at a ramp put up with the
assistance of the BNTF and the Lions Club; crossing Bay Road outside the GPO; a police vehicle leads the participants at the
Circus.

“We normally do the ‘Journey for
Sight’ walk, which is a day-time event
with the blind and all of that, but this
time the idea came up from the Zone,
for the clubs in the Zone to do it in the
evening,” observed President Adaeze
Hanley. “It would have been
challenging to have other persons - the
visually impaired persons as part of it.
So what we have is just the members,
and friends participating this evening.”

Among the participants were Vice
President Lion Cedric Liburd; Past
President and Diabetes Associate Chair
for Region 2, Lion Adora Warner; Past
President and Past Zone Chair, Lion
Bernadette Dolphin; Past President Lion
Patricia Farrell; Past President Lion
Merle Liburd; Past Vice President, Mr
Ellamorrow Levy; and Past Treasurer
Lion Marsha Harris.

According to the President, the Club
has in the past been holding daytime
walks, Journey for Sight, along with
members of the St. Kitts Society for the
Blind, but it was the first time they were
doing the evening event. The clubs in
Zone 2C were communicating during
the walk, as the event was held at the
same time in their various countries.

“We will make it an annual event, in
November which is the month that we
do Diabetes Awareness and so on, so
today we just wanted to do our special
niche,” said President Lion Adaeze
Hanley. We know that the St. Kitts
Diabetes Association would have done
their walk, the week before, but we
wanted to do something a little different
and special for Lions, our Glow Walk.”

The Diabetes Glow Walk took
participants from the Cenotaph via Bay
Road, and at the General Post Office
they turned left on to Adlam Street, then
right to South Independence Square
Street, up East Independence Square
Street. On Cayon Street, they turned left
and another left to West Independence
Square Street, right on to Bank Street,
and at the Circus they turned left to Fort

 - CONTRIBUTED -

(cont’d on next page)
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Street, which led them back to the Bay Road, and ended the walk on the Port
Zante’s parking lot behind the National Museum.

A police officer in a patrol car joined them in downtown Basseterre, and drove
ahead of them to give advance warning to motorists of the walk participants as
they made their way on the busy Basseterre streets.

Along the way they made a few stops, and when eager members of the public
asked what it was all about, they were eager to explain the purpose of the walk.
One bystander was overheard saying that he will certainly join them next year as
he was concerned that if proper education was not given out to the general public,
things could only get worse in the country.

“The glow, in the Diabetes Glow Walk, just means that we are shining and that
we are championing the cause - we are glowing in blue, saying that we are with
persons who are living with the challenge, and we are committed to assisting in any
way that we can as an organisation,” pledged President Hanley. “It is one of our
global causes and so, we are interested.”

Diabetes awareness takes
centre stage...

Members and friends of the St. Kitts Basseterre Lions Club had assembled at the
Cenotaph in Fortlands as early as 6:00 p.m., and after adorning themselves with the
glowing memorabilia, they set off for downtown Basseterre at 6:28 p.m.

(cont’f rom last page)
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Castries - Saint Lucia -
29thNovember 2023 - Mr.
Philip Dalsou of Saint Lucia is
the new Chairperson of the
Board of Directors of the
Eastern Caribbean
Telecommunications Authority
(ECTEL).  Mr. Dalsou is
currently a consultant in the
areas of Economic, Financial,
Industrial Relations and Human
Resources.  He retired from
the Saint Lucia Public Service
in 2020, after serving for almost
nineteen years as Permanent
Secretary in various Ministries,
and Cabinet Secretary in the
Office of the Prime Minister.

Other Directors are Mr.
Gregory Shillingford of the
Commonwealth of Dominica,
Mr. Edmund Burke of Grenada,
Mrs. Shaniqua Carey-Brown of
St. Kitts and Nevis (outgoing
Chairperson) and Mr. Marc
Richardson of St. Vincent and
the Grenadines.

The Board of Directors
consists of one Director or an
Alternate from each of the five
(5) ECTEL Contracting States:
namely the Commonwealth of
Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts
and Nevis, Saint Lucia, and St.
Vincent and the Grenadines.
Directors and Alternates are
appointed by the Minister with
responsibility for Electronic
Communications for a term of
one year.  ECTEL’s Managing
Director serves as an ex officio
member of the Board.

The main functions of the
Board include, inter alia, to
ensure the effective
implementation of ECTEL’s
Treaty and policies in
accordance with directives
from the Council of Ministers;
to make recommendations to
the Council on any matter
relating to electronic
communications; and to devise
the forms and process for the
application and
recommendation for an
Individual Licence, and to
ensure the transparency of the
process.

Since 4th May 2000,
ECTEL has been the regional
regulatory body advising the
five (5) National

ECTEL Welcomes a
New Chairperson to
Lead its Board of
Directors T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

Regulatory Commissions
(NTRCs) on electronic
communications matters in the
Contracting States.  In simple
terms, ECTEL works with the
NTRCs to promote consumer
rights and harmonised benefits
in the electronic
communications sector in its
Contracting States.

Visit www.ectel.int or

follow us @ectel on Facebook and YouTube and
@ectelauthority on Instagram and Twitter for more
information about ECTEL’s work.

Community Notice
All young men ages 11-21
are invited to Turn Around
Agenda’s (TAG) first session
for December 2023 at the
Antioch Baptist Church on
Sunday, Dec.  03,  at 4:30
pm
Kindly wear your t-shirts and
be on time!
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Studio 327 Inc To
Premiere
Documentary On
HIV/AIDS This
Friday

In commemoration of World Aids Day Friday December 1st,
local production company Studio 327 Inc. will be premiering a
documentary: Hear Me Out: Life with HIV. The documentary
features interviews with persons in St. Kitts and Nevis living with
HIV, sharing their stories and the challenges they encounter. The
documentary will air on new local TV channel TVC Channel 40

Producer and Executive Producer of the documentary, Gardenia
Richardson

on The Cable on Friday
December 1st at 8pm and
online on the Studio 327
YouTube Channel. It will also
air on TVC’s website:
www.tvcplus.live.

Producer and Executive
Producer of the documentary
Gardenia Richardson, shares
the inspiration behind this
project. “Having worked in the
HIV field for 19 years, ‘Hear
Me Out: Life with HIV’ is a
passion project close to my
heart to humanize the
experiences often overlooked,”
she said. “This documentary is
a tribute and to the strengths of
those living with HIV and to
brave persons who came

forward and were willing to be
a part of this,” she added.

Richardson hopes the
documentary will challenge
misconceptions in St. Kits and
Nevis about HIV/AIDS.
“Ultimately my hope for ‘Hear
Me Out’ is that it serves as a
catalyst for change. I hope it
challenges misconceptions and
help to break down some of the
barriers and foster a more
compassionate and informed
dialogue on HIV/AIDS,”
Richardson said. She said this
project stands as a testament
of the individuals, who she has
had the privilege of working
with over the years and she
hopes it will honor their
resilience and courage.
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Saudi investment fund
to buy 10% stake in
Heathrow airport

de depot et placement du Quebec, Singapore’s GIC, Australian Retirement Trust,
China Investment Corporation and Universities Superannuation Scheme.

The airport has been losing money this year because of its significant debt
which is affected by aggressive hikes in the cost of borrowing.

The Civil Aviation Authority has also decided to lower passenger charges which
go towards costs for terminals runways, baggage systems and security.

The average charge per passenger at Heathrow for 2023 is £31.57 but the
regulator said this would fall to £25.43 in 2024 and “remain broadly flat” until the
end of 2026.

It is understood bosses at Heathrow wanted charges to actually increase to
more than £40, while airlines proposed they should be no more than around £18.50.

Saudi’s PIF is one of the world’s most active sovereign wealth funds with more
than $700bn in assets thanks to its oil wealth, which has recently been investing in
sport such as football and golf.

But the fund is controlled by Saudi Arabia’s prince Mohammed bin Salman Al
Saud whose government has been accused of numerous human rights violations.

US intelligence has said it believes Prince Mohammed ordered the 2018 killing
of a US-based journalist, Jamal Khashoggi, though the prince has been given
immunity in the US and he has also been invited to visit the UK according to the
Saudi Arabian embassy.

Departure Hall in Heathrow Terminal 3 in London. -  IMAGE SOURCE,REUTERS
By Mariko Oi
Business reporter

Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund (PIF) has agreed to buy a 10% stake in
Heathrow airport from Spanish infrastructure giant Ferrovial.

Another 15% in its parent company, FGP Topco, will be sold to France-based
private equity fund Ardian.

Ferrovial, which has owned a stake since 2006, announced that the deal was
worth £2.37bn ($3bn).

The transaction is still subject to regulatory conditions, according to the firm.
If approved, the deal would end Ferrovial’s investment in the UK airports’

operator which started at 56% but was reduced to 25% by 2013.
Other stakeholders in FGP Topco include Qatar Investment Authority, Caisse
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ST JOHN’S, Antigua -
Cricket West Indies (CWI)
today announced that Shane
Dowrich, the experienced
wicket-keeper/batsman has
announced his retirement from
international cricket with
immediate effect and has
withdrawn from the West Indies
squad for the upcoming CG
United One-Day International
(ODI) Series against England.

Dowrich made his
international debut against
Australia in Dominica in 2015.
He played 35 Tests where he
scored 1,570 runs including
three centuries with a top score

2019.
CWI thanked Dowrich for

his contribution to West Indies
cricket and wished him the best
in his future endeavors. Miles
Bascombe, CWI’s Director of
Cricket said: “We want to
thank Shane for contribution
when he played for West
Indies. He is a disciplined, hard-
working cricketer who always
gave his utmost in front and
behind the stumps. He had a
memorable series in 2019 when
he made an outstanding Test
century on home soil in
Barbados to help us beat
England and win the Wisden
Trophy. We respect his decision
to retire and appreciate it is not
an easy one to make. We wish
him all the best as he steps
away from the international
stage.”

The CWI Selection Panel
will not name a replacement for
the three match Series and the
squad consists of 14 players.
The CG United ODI Series will
feature three matches. The
tour will start with two CG
United ODIs at the Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium in Antigua on
Sunday 3 December and
Wednesday 6 December. The
first CG United ODI is a day
game starting at 9:30am with the
second CG United ODI is a
day/night game starting at
1:30pm.

The tour then moves to
Barbados for the third and final
CG United ODI to be played
at Kensington Oval, on
Saturday 9 December. This will
also be a day/night contest
starting at 1:30pm.

Fans can purchase tickets in
advance, saving money on the
venue box office price (saving

Shane Dowrich announces
international retirement;
withdraws from West Indies
squad for CG United ODI Series

of 125 not out against Sri Lanka
in Trinidad in 2018. Behind the
stumps he had 85 catches and
five stumpings. He also played
one ODI in Ireland in May

included in the online price) from the Windies Tickets service
presented by Mastercard at www.tickets.windiescricket.com .
Fans can choose their preferred seats and download or print the
tickets from their Windies Tickets account to present at the venue
entrance.

The venue box office at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium is
also open for tickets sales. Fans can visit on non-match days from
9am to 5pm. On match days the box office will open two hours
before the official start of play.

FULL SQUAD
1. Shai Hope (captain)
2. Alzarri Joseph (vice captain)
3. Alick Athanaze
4. Yannic Cariah
5. Keacy Carty
6. Roston Chase
7. Matthew Forde
8. Shimron Hetmyer
9. Brandon King

MATCH SCHEDULE
Sunday 3 December: 1st CG United ODI at Sir Vivian Richards
Stadium, Antigua - 9:30am
Wednesday 6 December: 2nd CG United ODI at Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium, Antigua - 1:30pm
Saturday 9 December: 3rd CG United ODI at Kensington Oval,
Barbados - 1:30pm-

10. Gudakesh Motie
11. Kjorn Ottley
12. Sherfane Rutherford
13. Romario Shepherd
14. Oshane Thomas
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Former Police Officer Charged
With Manslaughter

The Police have arrested
and charged former Police

left the Federation in 2016. He
arrived at the Robert L.
Bradshaw International Airport

on November 29th, 2023, after
serving a five (5)-year sentence
in a U.S. detention facility.

Mr. Warner was taken into
Police custody and transported
to the Basseterre Police Station

where he was charged on November 29th, 2023.

officer Dijon Warner of
Conaree Village, St. Kitts. Mr.
Warner was charged for the
offence of Manslaughter,
which was committed on the
June 23rd, 2016 at Cayon Street
against deceased former Police
Officer, Brian Pacquette. Mr.
Warner previously resided in
the United States (U.S.) having



The Labour Spokesman        FRIDAY, DECEMBER 01ST 2023 19 -  NEWS -

New
Permanent
Secretaries
announced
for NIA’s
Human
Resources,
Education
Ministries

NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS
(November 30, 2023)- The Nevis
Island Administration (NIA) has
announced that effective December 01,
2023, the Ministry of Human Resources
and the Ministry of Education will have
new Permanent Secretaries.

Mr. Kevin Barrett has been
appointed Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Human Resources, having
served for several years as the
Permanent Secretary in Education.

Ms. Zahnela Claxton, who served as
Principal Education Officer, has been
appointed to the post of Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of Education.

Premier of Nevis the Honourable
Mark Brantley, Minister of Human
Resources in the NIA, congratulated
Mr. Barrett and Ms. Claxton on their
appointments.

“I want to thank Mr. Barrett for his
excellent tenure in Education and I
expect that he will continue at Human
Resources to bring that expertise and
that calmness of spirit to that role.”

The Hon. Brantley described Ms.
Claxton as a very dynamic young
woman, saying â€œthose that know her
know that she’s a phenomenal talent.”

The Premier also highlighted Ms.

(cont’d on next page)
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New Permanent
Secretaries announced
for NIA’s Human
Resources, Education
Ministries

Claxton’s elevation to Permanent Secretary as a demonstration
of his administration’s commitment to empowering women and
youth.

He extended best wishes to both Permanent Secretaries in
their new roles.

Ms. Zahnela Claxton appointed Permanent Secretary in the Ministry
of Education

(cont’d from last page)

From the sectionSport Africa

Uganda’s run to qualifying
included beating Zimbabwe by
five wickets in their first T20
International against a full ICC
member, which Masaba
describes as “the turning
point”.

“Once we beat Zimbabwe,
we knew our fate was in our
own hands and the boys stood
up,” he said.

“This is a big boy, the World
Cup! And to be on this platform
is something that only
happened in our wildest dreams
and for us to finally get there is
a dream come true for a lot of
the guys.”

Hear more from Masaba on
Sportsworld

They subsequently cruised
to a nine-wicket triumph over
Nigeria and beat neighbours
Kenya by 33 runs on
Wednesday, then thrashing
Rwanda by nine wickets after
bowling them out for just 65 to
spark the celebrations.

The team celebrated with a
small band of travelling fans
after opener Simon Ssesazi hit
the winning run to clinch victory
and qualification.

Masaba hopes that his
team’s success can develop the
growth of cricket in Uganda,

which does not have a professional system yet.
“There’s lots of guys that have had to sacrifice work and family

duty and school to pitch up for training and for tournaments,” he
added.

“Hopefully going forward, maybe we can fully professionalise
and it just opens up opportunities for a lot of guys.

“It’s shown that given the opportunity and the right facilitation,
the game of cricket can grow much bigger in Africa.

“For us, it’s opened a lot of doorways and shown the rest of
the world that outside the top nations there’s also quite a bit of
potential and these boys just need the chance.”

And while Masaba acknowledged that he and his players
“idolise” the likes of global superstars Ben Stokes and Virat Kohli,
they are confident of causing some surprise results.

“For my players to interact with some of the big names from
India, Australia or New Zealand - that would be very special and
something I look forward to.

“We came into this tournament and not many people gave us a
chance, but it’s cricket, bat and ball.

“We will walk into the World Cup firmly believing that we
have a chance to win a couple of games. That’s the mentality that
has got us through this qualifier and it’s the same mentality we’ll
create at the World Cup.”

Zimbabwe’s men were the top-ranked side in the African
qualifiers at 11th in the world, one place ahead of Namibia.

The Chevrons have played at six of the eight previous editions
of the T20 World Cup and reached the Super 12 stage in Australia
last year, but will miss out on next year’s tournament.

Uganda’s cricketers celebrate qualifying for the 2024 Men’s T20
World Cup

Uganda beat Zimbabwe, who have played at six of the
eight previous editions of the Men’s T20 World Cup, en
route to qualification for the 2024 tournament

Uganda’s qualification for the men’s T20 World Cup in 2024 is
a “dream come true”, says their captain Brian Masaba.

Uganda have reached the tournament for the first time after a
nine-wicket victory over Rwanda.

The win means the Cricket Cranes finish second in the African
qualifiers in Windhoek, Namibia.

“We’re still trying to process all the emotions,” Masaba, 32,
told the BBC World Service’s Sportsworld.

“It’s been a long process, a long journey. This is the culmination
of a lot of sweat, blood and tears.

“As a team it was a very, very special moment for us.”
Uganda will join Namibia, who qualified on Tuesday with a

game to spare, at the tournament in the United States and the
West Indies.

Uganda: T20 World Cup
qualification ‘a dream come
true’, says captain Brian
Masaba
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