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By Their
Misdeeds Shall
We Truly Know

Them
All day, every day, one is constrained to wonder if this

beautiful little country of ours will ever escape the most
horrible and troubling scandals to which the SCHEME
UNITY lot have subjected us.

Recently our new prime minister and minster for
finance apprised the country of the parlous state in which
the last administration left our finances, and the rather
dismal state of the economy.

Hard on the heels of that came word that a very
‘patchy’ entity, supposedly owned and operated by a very
‘patchy’ fellow, had somehow or other contrived to
withdraw a huge amount of money, tens of millions of
dollars, from the treasury just before the last general
elections.

The withdraw was supposedly related to a new
Basseterre High School, but nothing, absolutely
NOTHING whatsoever, has been done in that regard.

And that is only one instance of such corruption.
Then, like a bombshell, the ‘Hushpuppi’ matter hit the

airwaves yet again.
That matter has now reached a point

which has placed us, yet again, under the
microscope of international attention.
Alas, there is escaping that matter.

As our authorities seek to cooperate
with those of other nations a truly
alarming and sinister fact has come to
light.

Some time ago, while the former
regime was in office, parliament was
informed that a request for information
had been received from a foreign
government. Parliament was informed
that the matter had been forwarded to the
Attorney General’s Office for advice.

Now that there has been a change of
administration the nation is learning that
there never was any such submission to the
AG’s office.

It would seem as though parliament was
lied to, and lying to parliament is a very,
very serious matter.

We of this newspaper urge the
incumbent administration to examine this
matter thoroughly, and the findings brought
to the light.

If parliament was indeed lied to, there
has to be very serious consequences for
those who were involved.

By their misdeeds shall we truly know
them!

Community Notice
Young Men between the ages of 12 and 19 years are invited

to the Turn Around Agenda Young Men Conference slated for
November 18 to 20.

The interactive evening sessions feature engaging experiences,
fun-filled events, uplifting messages, praise and worship, and
meaningful conversations with guest speakers.

The Turn Around Agenda
Young Men Conference is
hosted by the Antioch Baptist
Church. To register, visit the
Antioch Baptist Church St.
Kitts Facebook Page. For more
information telephone 663-
9885.
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 Attorney General
Says Office Looking
Into Hushpuppi
Sham Matter
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday 9th November
2022)- “The Attorney-General’s Office is actively taking steps
to arrange for the swift transmission of the MLAT Request to
ensure that the local RSCPF investigation can be concluded and,
if necessary, in the views of the RSCPF and Director of Public
Prosecutions, persons involved in this alleged “sham” citizenship
by marriage scheme can be charged and brought to justice in St
Kitts & Nevis.”

So said the new Attorney General Garth Wilkin, whose
disclosure came as part of a press release-dated 8th November
2022- from his office, under the newly-elected St.Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party government led by Prime Minister and Minister of
National Security Dr. Terrance Drew.

His comments come in light of the recent sentencing of Ramon
“Hushpuppi” Abbas, a 40-year-old Nigerian social media influencer,
who has been convicted to eleven (11 years) imprisonment in the
United States relating to charges in a multimillion-dollar scam. He
was arrested in June 2020. Some of the money pocketed by Abbas
was used to illegally get St.Kitts-Nevis citizenship and a passport
through marriage as part of his activities.

Wilkin said his office will “swiftly advise the Prime Minister
and Minister of National Security as to his options with respect to
Hushpuppi’s citizenship.”

He informed that his office had become aware that the day
before that Abbas was sentenced to be imprisoned for 135 months
in a federal prison in the United States for his role in an international
fraud syndicate.”

According to the Attorney General, as a part of the official
press release from the Department of Justice in the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the Central District of California, the following was
stated: “Approximately $50,000 of proceeds from the scheme [in
which Hushpuppi duped the victim businessperson into paying
approximately $330,000] were used to fraudulently acquire a St.
Christopher (St. Kitts) and Nevis citizenship and a passport for
Abbas through a sham marriage to a St. Kitts citizen.”

Wilkin went on to say that the Attorney-General’s Office
therefore wishes to update the general public on the status of the
local investigation into the said alleged “sham marriage” and
resultant issuance of St. Kitts & Nevis Citizenship to “Hushpuppi”.

As highlighted by him: “In July 2021, law enforcement
authorities in the United States contacted the Royal Saint
Christopher and Nevis Police Force (“RSCNPF”) to provide
information about Hushpuppi’s alleged criminal activities in St Kitts.
A formal investigation was launched by the RSCNPF.”

He continued: “The RSCNPF, in September 2021, prepared a
draft Request for Assistance from the United States in the
investigation of Hushpuppi pursuant to the Mutual Legal Assistance
Treaty (“MLAT Request”). This MLAT Request sought to obtain
formal evidence from the United States to assist the local RSCNPF
investigation, which has implicated persons residing in the United
States and persons residing in St Kitts. The then Director of Public
Prosecutions swiftly provided his input and the MLAT Request
was then forwarded to the Attorney-General’s Office, which is
the competent state entity responsible for sending MLAT Requests
to foreign states/countries.”

Wilkin said the draft MLAT Request dated September 15, 2021
thereafter remained unapproved by the then Attorney-General.

“On October 21, 2022, after an inquiry into the status of the
investigation by the current Attorney-General, he was provided
with a copy of the drafted MLAT Request and has been in direct
communication with the RSCNPF to finalize it for forwarding to

the United States,” he added.
He further quoted that the

Commissioner of Police who
stated publicly on February 11,
2022 that the RSCPF “sent
some informationâ€¦in terms of
doing an MLAT [Mutual and
Legal Agreement Treaty] to get
evidence from the United
States of America. We [the
Police] cannot go to make a
request. Our legal person would
have to ask the competent
authority in the USA to ask
them for the evidence.
Whatever we can do here, we
will do until we get the other
evidence.”

The Attorney General then
expressed that the RSCPF has
confirmed that the investigation
is ongoing, but the delayed
MLAT Request has
decelerated its progress.

It was further pinpointed by
him that on August 5, 2021 in
the National Assembly, the
former Prime Minister stated

that “[t]he matter of the
revocation of Mr. Abbas’
citizenship has been put before
our Attorney General for advice
and guidance.”

“However, the Attorney-
General’s Office has been
unable to locate any such file,”
Wilkin noted whilst highlighting
that his office is actively taking
steps in addressing such.

Front Page Image:
Convicted US felon
Ramon “Hushpuppi”
Abbas, a 40-year-old
Nigerian social media
influencer seen in this
Instagram social media
image relaxing on a
private jet while looking at
a copy of the famous
Forbes magazine which is
globally known for listings
about wealthy celebrities
and companies around the
world.

Join The
St. Kitts-Nevis

Trades & Labour
Union

 - NOW -
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Well-known Youth Officer
Passes Away Following
Traffic Accident
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 10th November 2022)-A well-known
employee of the Department of Youth Empowerment St.Kitts has passed away
after being hospitalised for over two months in the aftermath of a vehicular accident
on the island.

Dead is Shenisia Puran, a resident of St.Peter’s Parish who was also a new
business owner in the beauty industry as a nail technician at Melanin Nail Bar,
operated from her home.

On Thursday 10th November 2022,-which would have been her birthday
celebration- the department via its Facebook social media page (facebook.com/
SKBYouthEmpowerment) shared the information about its youngest employee
which continues to see an outpour of sadness in memory of the young woman and

generally over the tragic news. In relaying Puran’s role model type of personality,
it is said that she lived an “exemplary life.”

This media house gathered that she was in her early 20s.  It is understood that
Puran passed away on Monday 7th  November following an August 2022 traffic
accident. She was hospitalised at the Intensive Care Unit at the Joseph N. France
General Hospital. Other details about the accident are unclear at this time.

“Happy Birthday Shenisia! It is with profound regret that we make this post on
your birthday,” the opening of the post read.

The public message further stated: “It is with deep regret and sadness that we
inform you that our Youth Officer, Shenisia Puran has passed away. These are
words we never imagined to utter but such is the course of life. Ms. Puran joined
our staff in late 2017, just in time for our Youth Month celebrations and quickly
grew to became an integral part of our team. She performed her duties with integrity
and professionalism whether it was organizing youth groups for training sessions
or assisting with the 25 Most Remarkable Teens Programme she served well. She
was very dependable and could be called upon to handle varied tasks at any time.

She was also our friend, one who would inform us about delicious eats, because
Shensia loved to eat or when certain shoe stores had sale. She lived an exemplary
life and only this year celebrated the one year anniversary of her very own business
as a nail technician, Melanin Nail Bar. She had undergone professional training
with two of the top nail techs in St. Kitts and slowly began building her business at
her home. Her loss has been very hard, for many who knew her and loved her
including the Department where she was our youngest employee.”

 The department thanked â€œthe many persons who would have shared posts
for prayers on her behalf along with those who donated blood.
“To a daughter, sister, friend, employee, youth officer, we say farewell until we
meet again. May the lord keep you in his perfect peace. If only R.I.P meant Return
If Possible. Shenisia Puran was her name [flower emoji],” the post ended.
Front Page Photo: The late Shenisia Puran(Credit: facebook.com/
SKBYouthEmpowerment)

An ‘In memory Of’ image in remembrance of Shenisia Puran (Credit: facebook.com/
SKBYouthEmpowerment)

The late Shenisia Puran (center) seen with colleagues at the Department of Youth
Empowerment St.Kitts (Credit: facebook.com/SKBYouthEmpowerment)

www.thelabourspokesman.com
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NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS (November
10, 2022) — The Caribbean Disaster Management
Agency (CDEMA) is seeking to assist in the
enhancement of the National Disaster Management
Programme in St. Kitts and Nevis.

Ms. Elizabeth Riley, the agency’s Executive
Director, during a recent visit to the federation said
her presence was indicative of CDEMA’s intention to
help.

“The intent of my mission is really to deepen my
familiarity with the specific disaster risk management
issues which are facing St. Kitts and Nevis and
importantly to have a conversation around how the
CDEMA Coordinating Unit can better support St. Kitts
and Nevis in addressing disaster management issues.

“The agency CDEMA is a regional organisation of
the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and we have
19 participating states of which St. Kitts and Nevis is
one,” she said.

According to Ms.  Riley, the agency’s mandate is
about supporting member states during times of disaster
once a specific request is made to the agency.

She added that CDEMA has a broader resilience-
building agenda outside of emergency times.

“We work with a diversity of partners to look at
how we can strengthen our ability to withstand the
impacts of the hazards that we face and also to
recover from those hazards in the shortest possible
time,” she noted.

Ms. Riley also spoke to the 2022 to 2027 CDEMA
Strategic Plan and how it would St. Kitts and Nevis.

“We have just launched the 2022 to 2927 Strategic
Plan for CDEMA and we are already in discussions
now with countries to understand how we can better
support the national level programming, and we talked
through a range of areas including search and rescue.
We discussed areas for training through the CDEMA
system, and also how CDEMA can leverage its
partnership with other partners around the region to
support the programme here on Nevis and across the
broader federation,” she said.

The CDEMA official used the opportunity to
encourage residents to maintain a close relationship
with the national disaster management agencies.

“The Nevis Disaster Management Department is
here to serve you and we encourage you to reach out,
stay connected but also volunteer because the work
of the national office is the work of all of us and we all
have a role to play and I encourage you to link with
your national office, offer your services in whatever
way you can because this is what will make us a more
resilient people,” she said.

During Ms. Riley’s visit to the federation, she met
with various government officials including Hon. Dr.
Terrance Drew, Prime Minister and Minister of
National Security in St. Kitts and Nevis; as well as
Hon. Alexis Jeffers, Deputy Premier and Minister
responsible for Disaster Management in Nevis; Mr.
Brian Dyer, Director of the Nevis Disaster
Management Department (NDMD); and Mr. Abdias
Samuel, Coordinator of the National Emergency
Management Agency (NEMA).

CDEMA official seeking to
enhance National Disaster
Management Programme in
St. Kitts and Nevis

Photo caption: Ms. Elizabeth Riley,
Executive Director of the Caribbean
Disaster Management Agency
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By: Spokesman Newsroom
BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Monday 7th November 2022)-

President of the St.Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour Union
(SKNT&LU) Sydney Bridgewater is urging workers not to wait
until they have an issue to see the importance of joining the
longstanding organization which sees about welfare and interest
of all workers.

He made the appeal during his address delivered at the recently
held union’s 83rd annual conference held on Sunday 30th
November 2022 at the SWMC Conference Room held under the
theme: ‘The Time To Rebuild Is Now!’

“On this occasion, I encourage workers to join our union or
any other of your choice. Do not always wait until you need a
problem-solving outreach,”  he advised.

Bridgewater also pointed out that: “Our Union remains quite
relevant and often times it is the affected workers who can testify.
This organization, however, needs workers to actively strengthen
the vibrancy and publicity of what being part of a Union means to
you. As this year’s conference theme rightly says The Time To
Rebuild Is Now!”

The SKNT&LU President shared the union continues to
observe the working environment therefore calls on all workers,
competent authority and social partners to ensure that the welfare
of workers is prioritised at all times.

“Of note, of Masses House office remains busy. The workplace
challenges experienced gave workers various reasons to visit and
at present, workers continue to find out comforting office space
for numerous reasons,” he added.

Additionally, Bridgewater stated that the union is quite aware
that many workers faced many challenges during the pandemic.

“When there was the ‘job for jab’ debate, our union was a
listening ear for workers, listening and learning, reviewing our
labour laws, seeking guidance from legal counsel. Unfortunately,
loop holes have been found in our labour laws which gave
employers avenues to have mandates carried out in their favour
thus workers were disadvantaged in many instances.”

He continued: “Many of us can agree that through the
challenges brought on by the pandemic, we have discovered many
lessons. On a personal level, on a professional level and on a
national level or otherwise, we can all speak with each other in
sharing testimonies about the teachings.”

Bridgewater observed the need for the Labour Code document
for St.Kitts and Nevis to be passed in parliament saying: “One
thing is for certain is that there is need for the Labour Code
Document to be passed in parliament. Workers in the country for
years have been lamenting that the existing labour laws are

Workers’ Union
President Calls On
Workers Not To
Wait For Issues To
Join

antiquated. The Union
throughout the years have been
a longstanding member of the
National Tripartite Committee-
chaired by the Labour
Commissioner.”

“It is important to note that
this committee has been
pursuing the completion of the
Labour Code for St.Kitts-
Nevis. The present status of this
pending - and very important
document - is that the second
draft appears to be stuck.

Hence, our Union therefore implore the Minister of Labour to use
your good office to get reconvene the National Tripartite
Committee and complete the Labour Code for passage through
parliament and into law,” he added.

Front Page Image: President of the St.Kitts-Nevis
Trades and Labour Union Sydney Bridgewater (right)
seen in conversation with the union member Nakita
Ritchen following the opening session of the union’s
83rd annual conference held on Sunday 30th October
2022 at the SWMC Conference Room (Spokesman
Snap)
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Nevis to observe
Remembrance Day
2022 November 13

NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS (November 07, 2022)
— The following is a notice from the Premier’s Ministry
regarding the observance of Remembrance Day 2022.

The general public is advised that Sunday, November 13,
2022, will be observed as a National Day of Remembrance
for those members of the armed forces who lost their lives in
the wars of 1914 - 1918 and 1939 -1945.

The annual service commemorating Remembrance Day
will be held on Sunday, November 13, 2022, at 8:00 a.m. at the
War Memorial in Charlestown.

The service will commence with a two-minute period of
silence signalled by the firing of a gun at 8:00 a.m.

All persons, whether attending the service or not, are asked
to observe this moment by keeping the silence, which includes
the halting of all vehicular traffic.

The Nevis Island Administration appreciates the
understanding and cooperation of all.

Nevis Tourism Authority
Launches Times Square
Billboard Campaign with
Vacation Giveaway

NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (November 10,
2022) - The Nevis Tourism
Authority launched their new
digital billboard campaign in
New York City’s Times Square
just in time to welcome the
holiday season. The three-
month display showcases
visuals of the island’s luxe
offerings alongside stunning
imagery of its famed sandy
beaches and lush green Nevis
Peak. To promote the digital
billboard campaign, The Nevis
Tourism Authority will host a
giveaway of a luxurious trip for
two to experience the island.

“Our goal is to inspire
travelers to escape New York’s
harsh winter and the everyday
hassles of life,” said Devon
Liburd, CEO of the Nevis
Tourism Authority. “We are
excited to bring the beauty of
our destination to one of our key
markets and give an enticing
first taste of our special island.
Pedestrians will enjoy a
#ANevisMinute by escaping to
paradise while watching our
campaign.”

To encourage travelers to
visit the destination, the Nevis
Tourism Authority is giving
away a vacation for two. The
prize includes two roundtrip
flights from the U.S, to St. Kitts
with water taxi transfer to the
island of Nevis plus three-night
stay at Four Seasons Resort
Nevis and three-night stay at
Golden Rock Hotel Nevis for a
total of 6 nights 7 days in the
destination. The contest will
launch November 9, 2022 and
will run until January 31, 2023.
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Deputy PM Dr Hanley
hails strong relationship
between the Federation and
Taiwan

BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS, November 6, 2022 (MMS-SKN) —
Relationship between the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis and the Republic of
China (Taiwan) which is going into its fortieth year is one that has tremendously
benefitted the Federation in diverse areas of human endeavour, and the three-day
2022 Taiwan Expo in St. Kitts and Nevis is a testament to that fact.

“The relationship with Taiwan is now 39 years and going strong,” said Deputy
Prime Minister, the Hon Dr Geoffrey Hanley. “And as we look forward to our
fortieth anniversary next year, I am indeed proud to say that I am a Kittitian and I
value the many contributions that we have gained as a Federation as a result of this
relationship, and I can only imagine that it will grow from strength to strength.”

The Deputy Prime Minister made the remarks on behalf of Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance et al, the Hon Dr Terrance Drew, on Saturday November 5 at
a ceremony held at the St. Kitts Marriott Resort to officially open the 2022 Taiwan
Expo in St. Kitts Nevis.

Twenty-six Taiwanese companies are taking part in the exhibition, and two of
them who are specialised in solar energy solutions, and hardware tools such as
diamond cutters and sharpeners have a physical representation. The other 24
Taiwanese entrepreneurs are participating virtually but have sent their products
and catalogues, and have local personnel representing them on the ground.

“Over the next three days I can only imagine that we will be engaged with
innovation and technology at its highest,” observed Dr Hanley. “Having had the
opportunity to visit Taiwan and see those many factories and those malls, we will
be in for a good treat. But what is even more exciting for me is the fact that our
locals are getting an opportunity to showcase their business and their skills.”

Eight local businesses have also been given the opportunity to exhibit at the
2022 Taiwan Expo in St. Kitts and Nevis, which closes at 4:00 p.m. on Monday
November 7. These are Hibiscus Spirits; Sugar Town Organics; Sassy V.
Collectibles; The Emerald; SKNHOSTING; Nature’s Best; Espo Water Solutions;
and Esthetics Beauty Parlor.

Without disclosing the name of the business, the Hon Dr Hanley said: “A few
days ago getting a sneak peek on what is happening by one of our providers here
trying to sell something to the Ministry of Education, after five minutes of
demonstration I told the PS we will get this. So I want to commend our local
entrepreneurs and it is time to ask them to continue to jump out of the box.”

The Hon Dr Hanley who is also the Minister of Education, Youth Empowerment,
Social Development, Gender Affairs, Aging and Disabilities, Ecclesiastical and Faith-
based Affairs, and Housing and Human Settlement, also commented on the other
areas where the Federation has been benefitting as a direct result of the relationship
between the two countries.

“On behalf of the government I want to wish the Ambassador, you and your
Taiwan country and your staff here, the very best and thank you for all that you
have done, continue to do, and will be doing going forward for our Federation,”

said the Deputy Prime Minister. “You heard it from the Senior Minister (Hon Dr
Denzil Douglas) we have benefitted with education, in health, in sports, in
infrastructure - any area you can think of, we have benefitted.”

Also making remarks at the opening ceremony was Minister of Foreign Affairs,
International Trade, Industry, Commerce and Consumer Affairs, Economic
Development and Investment, the Hon Dr Denzil L. Douglas, who also hailed the
good relationship between the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis and the Republic
of China (Taiwan).

“We continue to benefit from your scholarship programme, Mr Ambassador,

Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon Dr Geoffrey Hanley, delivering remarks on behalf of
Prime Minister the Hon Dr Terrance Drew, at the opening ceremony of the 2022
Taiwan Expo in St. Kitts and Nevis at the St. Kitts Marriott Resort.

Seen at one of the exhibition booths: L-R are Ambassador His Excellency Michael
Lin, Cabinet Secretary Dr Marcus L. Natta, Deputy Prime Minister the Hon Dr
Geoffrey Hanley, and Minister the Hon Konris Maynard.

and now boast a cadre of professionals in various fields who have
graduated from the best universities in Taiwan,” stated the
Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs. “It was just recently that
we witnessed eleven students being awarded scholarships for the
academic year 2022/2023. This for us is symbolic as we continue
to invest in our youth who are our nation’s future.”

Resident Ambassador of the Republic of China (Taiwan) to
the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis, His Excellency Michael
Lin, delivered welcome remarks at the opening ceremony which
was chaired by Mr Damien I-Ching Liu, Third Secretary at the
Embassy of the Republic of China (Taiwan) in St. Kitts and Nevis.

Present at the opening ceremony included Public Works et al,
the Hon Konris Maynard; Attorney General and Minister of Justice
and Legal Affairs, Hon Garth Wilkin, and Mrs Wilkin; and Cabinet
Secretary, Dr Marcus L. Natta.

Others were Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of
International Trade, Industry, Commerce and Consumer Affairs,
Mrs Jasemin Weekes; Ambassador His Excellency Leon Natta-
Nelson; Director General of SKNIS, Mr Lesroy Williams; and
First Prime Minister the Rt. Excellent and Rt. Hon Sir Dr Kennedy
Simmonds, and Lady Simmonds.
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2022 Taiwan Export will help revitalise
manufacturing sector, says Dr Douglas

BASSETERRE, ST.
KITTS, November 6, 2022
(MMS-SKN) — Participation
of local businesses at the 2022
Taiwan Expo in St. Kitts and
Nevis is an added advantage to
the country coming in the wake
of a recent approval by Cabinet
of St. Kitts and Nevis, on the
roll-out of a revised national
manufacturing strategy aimed at
fostering the manufacturing
sector.

Those were the sentiments
of the former Prime Minister of
St. Kitts and Nevis and the
current Minister of Foreign
Affairs, International Trade,
Industry, Commerce and
Consumer Affairs, Economic
Development and Investment,
Rt. Hon Dr Denzil L. Douglas,
as he delivered remarks at the
exhibition’s opening ceremony
on Saturday November 5 at the
St. Kitts Marriott Resort.

“As the Minister with
responsibility for Industry and
Commerce, I cannot overstate
my immense excitement at this
Expo 2022, and those of you
who are listening and you are
not here, please run, come
hurriedly and see what
wonderful things we have here
on display,” pleaded the Hon Dr
Douglas.

The three-day Taiwan Expo
has twenty six companies from
Taiwan that are taking part, two
have a physical presence even
though staff of one of the two
companies had not arrived by
Saturday, and another 24 that
were exhibiting virtually but with
local staff assisting in providing
more information. Also taking
part are eight local businesses
from St. Kitts and Nevis, which
were invited to make use of
some booth space and promote

Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade, Industry, Commerce and Consumer Affairs, Economic
Development and Investment, Rt. Hon Dr Denzil L. Douglas, delivering remarks at the opening ceremony
at the St. Kitts Marriott Resort.

their products.
“My excitement is further

heightened when I see our
very own local businesses
being afforded the opportunity
to showcase their products
free of cost, of course,” added
Dr Douglas. “I believe at least
eight of our local businesses
will be featured over the next
few days during this Expo. It
says to me that we are indeed
making great strides in this
Federation and this culture of
business development must be
encouraged at all times.”

The Rt. Hon Dr Douglas
who accompanied Prime
Minister the Hon Dr Terrance
Drew on his first official state
to the Republic of China
(Taiwan) in a delegation that
left on the same day in the
afternoon, told the Taiwanese
Resident Ambassador to the
Federation of St. Kitts and
Nevis, His Excellency Michael
Lin, that relationship between
the two countries has been of
tremendous benefit.

“This government, of which
I am a part, is always thrilled
whenever there is an
opportunity to collaborate with
you our own partners of the
Republic of China on Taiwan
in our mutual quest to building
partnerships in the areas of
business, tourism, trade,
services, and culture, and
cultural reciprocity among
other areas,” said the Hon Dr
Douglas.

Collaborative efforts
between St. Kitts and Nevis
and Taiwan in the past have
helped to improve food
production and preservation in
the Federation via an initiative
called the ‘Food Processing
C o m m e r c i a l i s a t i o n
Development Programme’, he
said. The venture which
involves processing foods such
as breadfruit, green banana,

(cont’d on next page)

Minister of Public Infrastructure, Energy and Utilities, Domestic
Transport, Information, Communication and Technology, and Posts,
the Hon Konris Maynard, at the booth of one of the local businesses
at the Expo, Nature’s Best.
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2022 Taiwan Export
will help revitalise
manufacturing
sector, says Dr.
Douglas
flour, pumpkin, guava cheese
among others provide a
tremendous potential not only
through the two countries’
agriculture and tourism sectors,
but the spinoffs have been
phenomenal.

Referring to the 26
Taiwanese businesses, the
Honourable Minister of
Industry and Commerce said he
envisages opportunities to
discuss possible business
cooperation, and opportunities
to foster and facilitate closer
trade ties between the partners.
He said it is a welcome
opportunity for kick-starting and
re-energising the potential for
the local manufacturing sector,
and encouraged the private
sector present participating to
also seek great possibilities that
will emanate from the
exhibition.

Saying that the
manufacturing sector remains
high on the government’s
agenda given its overall
contribution to the economy, he
noted that only a few days ago
the Cabinet gave its nod of
approval on the roll-out of a
revised national manufacturing
strategy aimed at fostering the
manufacturing sector, which
will cover the period 2022 to
2027, and will be implemented
shortly.

“The strategy identifies
solutions and recommendations
that will continue to make the
Federation’s manufacturing
sector competitive, productive,
and the creator of more jobs for
the citizens and residents of St.
Kitts and Nevis,” said Hon Dr
Douglas. “This I believe is
definitely a step in the right
direction, and I notice the
Deputy Prime Minister (the
Hon Dr Geoffrey Hanley) is
nodding.”

The opening ceremony of
the three-day 2022 Taiwan
Expo in St. Kitts and Nevis,
which was coordinated by Mr
Damien I-Ching Liu, Third

Secretary at the Embassy of
the Republic of China (Taiwan)
in St. Kitts and Nevis, was also
addressed by Resident
Ambassador His Excellency
Michael Lin, and Deputy Prime
Minister the Hon Dr Geoffrey
Hanley who represented Prime
Minister the Hon Dr Terrance
Drew.

The audience at the opening ceremony included Cabinet ministers, and former Prime Minister, the Rt.
Excellent and Rt. Hon Dr. Sir Kennedy Simmonds, and Lady Simmonds, and other guests.

(cont’d from last page)
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TAIWAN TODAY - Politics - Top News
- Tuesday 9 November 2022

President Tsai
Receives St Kitts
and Nevis PM
Terrance Drew

President Tsai Ing-wen (right) received St Kitts and Nevis Prime
Minister Terrance Drew and his delegation on Tuesday 8 November
2022 at the Presidential Office in Taipei City. Photo courtesy the
Presidential Office.

President Tsai Ing-wen held bilateral talks with St Kitts and
Nevis Prime Minister Terrance Drew and his delegation on
Tuesday 8 November at The Presidential Office in Taipei City,
spotlighting the government’s commitment to deepening partnership
with the Caribbean ally.

Taiwan and St Kitts and Nevis have faced the challenges of
the pandemic together, Tsai said. The government looks forward
to further cooperation with the Caribbean ally to revitalize the
tourism sectors for both, she added.

Tsai took the opportunity to thank St Kitts and Nevis for its
longstanding backing for Taiwan’s international participation.
Drew’s voice of support for the country at this year’s UN General
Assembly was deeply appreciated, she said.

The president expressed congratulations to Donya Lynex
Francis, the new St Kitts and Nevis ambassador to The ROC
(Taiwan).

A copy of credentials from Francis was accepted by Tsai before
the talks.

In response Drew reaffirmed St Kitts and Nevis’ commitment
to deepening diplomatic relations which were established in 1983.
The relationship between Taiwan and St Kitts and Nevis will
continue growing from strength to strength and elevating the
population to unprecedented heights of development, he added.

The PM also anticipated that more young people from St Kitts
and Nevis would receive their tertiary education in Taiwan, as
well as aiming to further advance healthcare infrastructure and
service delivery in his position as minister with responsibility for
health and wellness.

Following the talks Tsai held an official banquet for the
delegation, and stated that the visit marked a milestone in bilateral
cooperation and would bring further benefits to both sides.

In a tweet on its official Twitter account, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said: “At the banquet for #StKittsAndNevis PM Dr Drew
& his delegation, Minister Wu recalled fond memories of his 2019
visit to our breathtaking #Carribean ally, expressed gratitude for
its long-standing support of #Taiwan & toasted to the enduring
friendship between our countries.”

(YCH-E)

Reuters - Americas - Brazil - Politics - Thursday 10 November 2022

How A Maverick Brazil
Lawmaker Helped Lula Beat
Bolsonaro’s Propaganda
Machine
By Gabriel Stargardter

trenches were “fundamental for
the election of Lula”.

“You can take note: Janones
is here to stay,” he added.

“He’s populist. He’s theatrical.
He knows how to make a

RIO DE JANEIRO, 10 November (Reuters) - To bring down
far-right Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro, Andre Janones had
to fight fire with fire.

The little-known 38-year-old lawmaker was running a longshot
presidential campaign until he joined forces in August with
President-elect Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, adding bite to the leftist’s
campaign with his raw, no-holds-barred approach to online politics.

Janones acknowledged in an interview that his use of ad
hominem attacks, exaggerations, and even physical confrontations
with opponents, had not been constructive for public discourse.
But he said that, in order to win and prevent the president from
consolidating his conservative agenda, Brazil’s left needed to steal
a page from Bolsonaro’s playbook.

“This debate impoverishes democracy. It’s a scrappy debate,
in which you provoke, you use debauchery, you joke around,”
said Janones, who denied accusations that he uses fake news.
“But we need to save democracy. Look at the scenario we’re
living in.”

Federal deputy Andre Janones as he gestured during an interview
with Reuters in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on 3 November 2022. Photo
credit: Gabriel Stargardter (Reuters).

The son of a domestic worker and a wheelchair-bound father
from a small city in the interior of Brazil, Janones paid his way
through law school by working as a bus fare collector and only
became a federal lawmaker in 2019.

His profile surged in recent
months as he helped the 77-
year-old Lula retool his
communication strategy, pairing
up on digital livestreams with
the lawmakers’ roughly 14
million followers on social
media, including younger and
poorer voters.

Janones also raised
eyebrows among some in
Lula’s Workers Party (PT) for
his vulgar attacks on Bolsonaro
and his allies. He came in for
public scorn after an altercation
with a former environment
minister in the audience of a
televised debate.

‘HERE TO STAY’
It remains unclear how Lula

plans to use Janones and his
digital shock troops, who helped
to eke out a narrow electoral
win but could complicate the
leftist’s delicate coalition-
building in Congress, where
rightwing parties gained seats.

Janones said he would
accept any job Lula offered
him.

In a meeting with the
president-elect last week, he
said Lula encouraged him “to
continue with a strong and
mobilized communication
strategy during this
government”.

One senior Lula aide
defended the role of Janones,
saying he could tread where the
official campaign did not dare.
He was the most prominent
Lula ally to drop the gloves in a
bruising run-off race that took
even Bolsonaro’s campaign by
surprise.

 In recent years Brazil’s
Supreme Court has launched
probes into Bolsonaro and his
so-called ‘Cabinet of Hate’ for
allegedly using public resources
to spread misinformation
online.

Bolsonaro’s office did not
respond to request for
comment. He has previously
called the Supreme Court
probes a case of judicial
overreach aimed at censoring
right-wing voices.

Octavio Guedes, a journalist
and political commentator, said
Janones and his efforts to
confront Bolsonaro in the digital

30 October 2022 - Sao Paulo: Brazil’s former President and
presidential candidate Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva as he reacted at an
election night gathering on the day of the presidential election run-
off. Photo credit: Amanda Perobelli (Reuters). (cont’d on next page)
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scene.”

ONLINE ADVOCACY
After getting his law degree, Janones

advocated for locals in his hometown
of Ituiutaba, in Minas Gerais state, who
struggled with the public healthcare
system. Over the course of a decade
he filmed ‘sensationalized’ videos
attacking the system’s failures.

“I would alter my voice, shouting,
fighting, but obliging the state to fulfill
the courts’ rulings,” he said. “And it

started to work. It started saving lives.”
In 2018, when a truckers’ strike

ground Brazil to a halt, Janones found a
new cause. One video he recorded on
their behalf got 60 million views. By the
end of the year, he was elected a federal
lawmaker.

Bolsonaro, another savvy politician
who was quick to adopt the truckers’
cause, was elected president that same
year, using social media to tap into anger
with graft scandals and economic
mismanagement under PT
governments.

“They understood much faster than

us, back in 2018, that the secret to social
media is who defines the debate,” said
Janones, referring to Bolsonaro’s
aggressive, grassroots communications
strategy led by his son Carlos.

He credited Bolsonaro’s team with
a more agile online strategy, including
an array of official and unofficial right-
wing channels putting out the same
coordinated message.

But Janones’ professional admiration
has not prevented him from aiming
below the belt: He has accused
Bolsonaro of being a pedophile, and
suggested he struck a secret deal with
the Masons to win the election.

Old videos of Bolsonaro speaking at
Masonic lodges, considered pagan
temples by some of Brazil’s evangelical
Christians, were recirculated online,
while an anecdote he told on a podcast
about visiting the home of adolescent
Venezuelan girls, in which he seemed
to imply they were sex workers, was
used to accuse him of pedophilia.

Bolsonaro has denied any association

with pagan rituals and branded the
insinuations of pedophilia as slanderous
lies, while also apologizing for his
remarks about the teenage girls.

Despite his hell-raising, Janones has
not lost sight of digital media as a public
service. During the pandemic, as
Bolsonaro rolled out emergency welfare
for Brazil’s poor, Janones used live video
addresses on social media to guide
followers through the bureaucratic steps
to access the money.

Brenda da Silva, a 22-year-old nanny
from Sao Goncalo, in Rio de Janeiro
state, said she began following Janones
during the pandemic when she heard
from friends, some of whom had lost
their jobs, about his videos explaining
how to access the aid.

“In the moment that people most
needed help, he was there,” she said.

Reporting by Gabriel Stargardter;
additional reporting by Lisandra
Paraguassu; editing by Brad Haynes
and Alex Richardson.

How A Maverick Brazil
Lawmaker Helped Lula
Beat Bolsonaro’s
Propaganda Machine
(cont’d from last page)

THE CONVERSATION (Academic rigour, journalistic flair) - Edition:
US - Ethics & Religion - 9 November 2022

Why Maradonas
‘Hand Of God’ Goal
Is Priceless - And
Unforgettable
By Dr Stefan Szymanski, PhD, University of Michigan

As the ball that Maradona’s fist helped on its way to the
back of the net - with some divine help - goes up for

auction, a scholar of soccer (football) explains why that
goal means so much.

Such is its legacy that some 36 years after bouncing into the back of the net, the
soccer ball involved is set to be sold at auction on 16 November 2022, at an expected
price of up to US$3.3 million.

So why does this goal, which should not even have been a goal, carry so much
significance?

As an economist who studies sport, I’ve long believed that you have to grasp
the cultural significance to understand the financial dimension of sports. This goal
was one of soccer’s most iconic events for a number of reasons.

1. It’s about the controversy
The goal in question was scored by Argentinian great Maradona against England

in the quarterfinals of the 1986 World Cup. It was the second half, no goals had
been scored, and Argentina’s team was passing the ball around the edge of the
England penalty box.

England midfielder Steve Hodge tried to clear the ball but only succeeded in
kicking high above the goalkeeper. Normally one would expect the goalkeeper to
catch it, especially against the 5-foot-5-inch Maradona. But somehow the ball
ended up in the back of the net.

At first, it seemed that Maradona had headed the ball, but replays clearly showed
him steering the ball with his clenched fist. This was three decades before the use
of video assistant referee, or VAR, in soccer.

There was no way to review. The referee’s vision was blocked, and he looked
to the linesman for guidance - but the linesman saw nothing wrong, and the goal
was allowed to stand.

Speaking after the game, Maradona told reporters that the goal was scored “un
poco con la cabeza de Maradona y otro poco con la mano de Dios,” or, in the
English translation, “a little with the head of Maradona and a little with the hand of
God.”

The phrase stuck, and with it the legend of the goal.

2. It’s really about that second goal
The Argentina team of 1986 was not a great team. Rather, it was an average

team combined with the greatest player in the world at the time, and many would
say the most talented footballer ever to grace a pitch.

England were probably a better team if you took Maradona out of the game. So
that is what England’s defenders tried to do: shut him out by fair means or foul.
England’s plan was to make it the responsibility of almost every player on the field
to track him and try to stop him from advancing. They tried, but it was impossible.

Four minutes after the first goal, Maradona took the ball and at lightning pace
skipped past three defenders and the England goalkeeper to score again. The goal
was voted “the goal of the (20th) century” in a 2002 FIFA poll.

Argentina would go on to win the final in what is still known as ‘Maradona’s
World Cup’.

3. No, it’s all about Argentina’s revenge!
There was no escaping the political context of the game - or the goal. In 1982

Argentina invaded the Falkland Islands, or Las Malvinas - the name you use

22 June 1985 - Mexico City: Argentina player Diego Maradona outjumps England
goalkeeper Peter Shilton to score with his ‘Hand of God’ goal as England defenders
Kenny Sansom (top) Gary Stevens (c) and Terry Fenwick look on during the 1986
FIFA World Cup Quarter Final at the Azteca Stadium. Photo credit: Allsport (Getty
Images).

(American) Football has ‘The Catch’, baseball has ‘The Shot Heard â€˜Round
the World’, and basketball has ‘The Block’.

For soccer (international football), it is Diego Maradona’s ‘Hand of God’ - a
sporting moment captured in time, the mere mention of which can conjure up
strong emotions among supporters.
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Carnival Returns to
St. Kitts with
Carnival Spirit
Inaugural Voyage

Basseterre, St. Kitts (09 November 2022) St. Kitts
welcomes the inaugural voyage of “Carnival Spirit”. As a veteran
in the cruise industry, Carnival Spirit was launched on 7 July 2000
under the ownership of Caribbean Cruise Line. The cruise ship
offers dynamic experiences satisfying its guests’ excitement and
relaxation needs. The vessel houses a mini-golf course, a two-
deck fitness center, a jogging track, swimming pools, and a spa.
Carnival Spirit earned the title of 2013.s Cruise Critic Cruisers’
Choice award in Best for Families.

Minister of Tourism, the Honourable Marsha T. Henderson,
shares that it is an exciting time for our destination. “The influx of
inaugural cruise calls is extremely pleasing as we continue to

St. Kitts since the beginning of
the new cruise season. Our
cruise sector is headed in the
right direction, and the

revamp our tourism product. I
recently met with the CEO of
Carnival Cruise Lines, Mr. Josh
Weinstein, who pledged their
continued support of the
destination, and today, we see
the fruits of those discussions.
With great honor, I welcome
Carnival Spirit to our shores,
and I also extend deep
appreciation to Carnival Cruise
Line for its continued
partnership with St. Kitts,” said
Minister Henderson.

Carnival Spirit has a
capacity of 2,124 passengers
and 930 crew members who
are afforded the opportunity to
venture deeper into the
destination’s unique tourism
offerings. While in port,
passengers can choose to
journey on soul-stirring
excursions, including the
historic Brimstone Hill Fortress
or the St. Kitts Scenic Railway,
reverently the last and only
passenger railway in the West
Indies. Passengers seeking
relaxation, sun, sand, and sea
can journey to our
internationally recognized
beaches, Carambola Beach
Club, or Reggae Beach.

Deputy Chief Executive
Officer, Mrs. Melnecia
Marshall, is exceptionally proud
of the destination for being
resilient and proactive leading
up to the 2022-2023 cruise
season. “Carnival Spirit is the
second inaugural cruise call to

destination continues to garner
the confidence of cruise-line
owners,” shared DCEO
Marshall.

November is a very active
month for the cruise sector, with
an astonishing total of six
scheduled inaugural visits.
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A mural in Buenos Aires celebrating Diego Maradona’s second goal in the 1986 World
Cup. Photo credit: Juan Mabromata. AFP (via Getty Images).

Why Maradonas
‘Hand Of God’ Goal Is Priceless -
And Unforgettable
(cont’d from last page

AP Associated Press - World News - Caribbean - Cuba -
Wednesday 9 November 2022

Cuban And US Officials Meet
In Havana On Consular
Services
By Megan Janetsky

determines your allegiance - a British
overseas territory some 300 miles off
the Argentinian coast.

The islands had been occupied by the
British since 1833, and former Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher cemented
her image as ‘The Iron Lady’ by sending
a military task force 8,000 miles across
The Atlantic to recapture the islands.
The UK claimed its primary motivation
was respecting the self-determination of
the islanders, but valuable fishing rights
and a seat at the table in the
administration of the Antarctic were also
at stake. Among the neutrals there was
considerable sympathy for the Argentine
cause in what seemed like an
anachronistic act of colonial imperialism
by the British.

The humiliation for Argentinian
generals likely hastened the end of the
military dictatorship and the restoration
of democracy in Argentina. But it bred
resentment against the English -
Argentinians believe in their hearts that
Las Malvinas belong to them, not to

Britain - and that colored the build-up to
the 1986 game, as Maradona later
recalled17 in his memoir ‘Yo Soy El
Diego’, or ‘I Am The Diego’:

“Somehow we blamed the English
players for everything that had
happened, for everything that the
Argentinian people had suffered ... we
were defending our flag, the dead kids,
the survivors.”

4. OK, it’s because Diego
Maradona really is the GOAT

Few players have stamped their
presence on a World Cup quite like
Maradona. His performance in the
England game stands as a memorial to
his greatness, and the phrase ‘Hand of
God’ neatly puts his name in the same
sentence as divinity.

It wasn’t a one-off - the entire
tournament became a showground for
his outrageous skill - and he fittingly
raised the trophy at the end.

But Maradona - who died in 2020 at
age 60 - was also a troubled genius. A
child of the slums of Buenos Aires, he
never lost the anxiety that he would not

receive his due. He became addicted to
drugs - potentially as a result of all the
painkillers he needed to keep playing in
an era in which defenders were prone

Szymanski has authored more than one
hundred academic papers published in
reviewed journals, mostly on the
economics and history of sport. He is
the author of several books, including
The New York Times bestseller
‘Soccernomics’ (with Simon Kuper), the
fourth edition of which appeared in 2018,
and which has been translated into
fifteen languages; as well as ‘A History
Of Sports In Detroit’ (co-authored with
Silke Weineck) which was published in
2020. He has appeared as an expert
witness on the economics of sport in
numerous court cases, on issues such
as the collective sale of broadcast rights,
the valuation of soccer clubs, and for
The US Department of Justice on the
economics of corruption in relation to
the trial of former FIFA executives. He
is currently leading the development of
a series of MOOCs (massive open
online courses) on programming sports
analytics in Python, in collaboration with
The University of Michigan School of
Information. Professor Szymanski
joined The Conversation on 19 April
2021.

Disclosure statement: Dr Stefan
Szymanski does not work for, consult,
own shares in or receive funding from
any company or organization that would
benefit from this article, and has
disclosed no relevant affiliation beyond
his appointment.

Partners: The University of
Michigan provides funding as a founding
partner of The Conversation US, which
was founded by Binghamton University,
State University of New York, Boston
University, University of California and
sixteen other US universities, which saw
the value of helping to develop a new
independent information channel that
would also showcase the talent and
knowledge of the universities and
research sector. The Conversation also
partners with leading institutions to help
with development of the service by
funding specific projects. The Bill &
Melinda Gates, Alfred P Sloan, and
Andrew W Mellon Foundations are
three of such partners.
This article has been republished under
Creative Commons license.

confirming the meeting took place.
The US delegation included Rena

Bitter, assistant secretary of state for
consular affairs, and Ur Mendoza
Jaddou, director of US citizenship and
immigration Services.

The US Embassy closed in 2017
following a series of health incidents.
While a full reopening has yet to be
announced, US officials have said visa
processing would resume in January.

The move comes amid the biggest
flight of Cubans from the island in
decades. Nearly 221,000 Cubans were

encountered by migration enforcement
on the US-Mexico border in fiscal year
2022. That was a 471% increase from
the year before, according to US
Customs and Border Protection data.

A State Department official, who
spoke on condition of anonymity, told
The Associated Press that Washington’s
delegation also discussed concerns
about human rights in Cuba. The official
said Bitter “urged the Cuban government
to unconditionally release all political
prisoners.”

HAVANA (AP) - Cuban and State
Department officials met in Havana on
Wednesday to discuss the expansion of

consular and visa services on the island.
The meeting is the latest in a series

of friendly exchanges between the two
governments, which share an historically
icy relationship.

Cuba issued a brief statement

(cont’d from last page)

to bone-crunching tackles
- and struggled with
cocaine.

He was frequently
abusive toward the media,
was accused of assaulting
one girlfriend, and he was
alleged to have close
connections to the mafia.

But for most soccer
enthusiasts, none of this
really detracts from his
greatness as a player.

There are simply some
players - a very small
number indeed - whose
story transcends right and
wrong, and whose acts are
forever remembered, like
the heroes of ancient Greek

epics.
Maradona is one such player. Like

Achilles or Odysseus, his name will live
on, remembered in ‘The Hand of God’
goal.

About the author: Dr Stefan
Szymanski, PhD, is the Stephen J Galetti
Professor of Sport Management in The
School of Kinesiology at The University
of Michigan, an appointment which he
took up in 2011. He pursued
undergraduate studies at The University
of Oxford, graduating with a Bachelor
of Arts (BA) degree in Economics, and
went on to undertake postgraduate
studies and research at Birkbeck
College of The University of London,
upon successful completion of which he
was admitted to the degree of Doctor
of Philosophy (PhD) in Economics. He
previously held appointments at London
Business School, Imperial College
Business School, and Cass Business
School, all in London. As a leading
expert in the economics of sports in
general, and soccer (football) in
particular, he is widely quoted in the
media and has written op-eds for The
New York Times, The Washington Post,
and The Financial Times. Professor
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-Sagicor sponsors prizes at

Newtown Fishing Tournament
Basseterre, St Kitts and Nevis: In October Sagicor partnered with the Newtown Fisherman’s

Cooperative Society for their first ever fishing tournament. The company sponsored the prize for
the largest pelagic fish caught at the tournament which was held in observance of World Food Day
2022.

President of the Cooperative indicated that all funds raised from the tournament, proposed to be

an annual event, would go towards support for their community
outreach programs which align perfectly with Sagicor’s vision to
be “a great company, committed to improving the lives of the
people in the communities in which we operate”.

In these photos the Sagicor reps share a moment with
tournament participants and winners.
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SKN Gets Spotlight Award In OECS Pageant 2022
By: Spokesman Newsroom

Kahnein Blanchette, St.Kitts-Nevis’ contestant in the 2022 Miss
OECS Pageant seen backstage on show night in evening wear
(credit: facebook.com/SKNCarnival)

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Monday 7th November 2022)-
Kahnein Blanchette, St.Kitts-Nevis’ contestant in the 2022 Miss

The 2022 Miss OECS Pageant Queen Miss Antigua and Barbuda Keriann Thomas (center) see with
runners-up Miss Saint Lucia, Kejean Smith (first runner-up) and Miss Grenada Reesa Mcintosh (second
runner-up)-Image credit Antigua News

OECS Pageant is being applauded by fans and other supporters
for her overall memorable participation in recent event staged in
the island Dominica, which saw her outshining her six competitors

for the Miss Photogenic Award.
The pageant, which

returned after a two year break
due to the COVID-19
pandemic, took place on
Saturday 5th November 2022
at Old Mill Cultural Centre.

Miss Antigua and Barbuda
Keriann Thomas won the title
and walked away with Best
Creative National Wear, Best
in Creative National Wear, Best

in Swimwear, Best evening Gown and Best in Evening gown
Antigua and Barbuda.

 Miss Saint Lucia, Kejean Smith took the first runner-up and
Miss Grenada Reesa Mcintosh got the second runner-up place
and captured The Best Promotional Video, Miss Amity, Best Talent
and Best Interview.

The other contestants were Miss Anguilla Celine Hodge, Miss
Dominica Shannon St. Hilaire and Miss St Vincent and the
Grenadines) Ikeya Providence.

Blanchette placed first runner up in the 2021 National Carnival
Queen pageant for Sugar Mas 50 (St.Kitts-Nevis National
Carnival).
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By: FAIR SHARE FOR ALL

 - INSIDE SCOOPS -

By Vigilante

FAIR SHARE FOR ALL SCOOPS

For some of us St. Kitts-Nevis Labour
Party supporters, the firing squad is taking
too long.  We want blood.  We want
revenge.  We want all those who made our
lives a living hell for the past seven years
to feel the might of our hands.  And as far
as we are concerned, these people should
have been sent home in the first week.

Common sense should force us to
question why some people who wreaked
havoc on our beloved federation are still
working.  I cannot tell my comrades to
refrain from calling for the dismissal of
certain Unity terrorists.  But if these
people are on contracts that will end by
year end or in the first quarter of next year,
why do we want our government to fire
them and risk all sorts of court battles
which we will lose, when we can simply
wait for their contracts to expire naturally?

Perhaps it is that the foot soldiers don’t
know.  They don’t have the information.
So perhaps the ministers need to ensure
that key people in the constituencies are
always in the loop so that rumblings and
grumblings and mumblings are dealt with
expeditiously.

For some comrades who have been
waiting for seven years for something to
happen for them, three months more seem
like an eternity.  That is why ministers need
to be in constant communication with
their constituents.  Let them know what is
happening.  Let them know that something
is being worked out for them.  And if what
is being requested of the politician is
illegal or impossible, let them know that
too.

Comrades and friends, we cannot have
condemned the atrocities of Unity, but
now that we are in government, we want
to do the same thing.  I don’t care how
many votes are in the house.  The SKNLP
ministers must not get involved in anything
that we campaigned against because it is
wrong but now hypocritically and
conveniently want to call wrong right.

That is one of the main criticisms that
Unity faced daily.  Credibility is critical.
Once a politician is no longer credible, it’s
all downhill after that.  While I do not wish
to spend too much time on the former
ministers, it is worth reflecting on how
many times their credibility was called
into question.

Up to now the federation doesn’t know if
Venezuela gave us US$16,000,000.00 or
EC$16,000,000.00.  Up to now we don’t
know what happened to the US$800,000.00
that were appropriated and sent somewhere to
buy COVID-19 vaccines.  Up to now we don’t
know how it is possible that a quarter million-
dollar hut was being built by a minister’s right-
hand man and he claimed that he knew nothing
about it.

There is the shoes and watch scandal.  The
Police Credit Union scandal.  The MRI scandal.
The Stem Cell scandal.  The herpes scandal.
The Hushpuppi scandal.  All these and more
challenged the credibility of the Unity
government ministers.

Our SKNLP candidates must remain honest.
They must be sincere.  They must always try to
be the same people they were when they were
begging the electorate for their support because
before we know it, 2027 will be upon us.  I
know that because we are all human, mistakes
will be made.  Scandals, however, are not
mistakes.

The people voted overwhelmingly to reject
Unity.  Not in recent times have all successful
candidates won every single box in every single
polling station.  I am not sure that such a feat
can be repeated.  I am however convinced that
the SKNLP can rule for more than two terms

The government knows that job creation is
critical.  And job creation by the government
does not mean working for government.  The
government must provide the environment to
enable job creation.  Entrepreneurship must be
aggressively encouraged.  Start up capital must
be easily accessible.  And while no one can
predict which businesses will succeed or fail, I
do not believe that everyone should go into the
car rental business, for example.

This small enterprise department must also
aggressively monitor all beneficiaries of any loan/
grant to ensure that the owners are doing their
best to succeed.  The aim is for these new
business owners to be able to live comfortably
from their businesses.  In addition, existing small
businesses should have the same easy access
to any loan/ grant being provided by the
government.

We have a lot of people with ideas who just
want an opportunity.  If the Dr Terrance Drew-
led SKNLP government can help people to turn
their dreams into viable realities, we would be
the party of real change and progress that we
have always envisaged for the federation.

POSSIBILITY.  OPPORTUNITY
AND THE SKNLP

* De raart up man drive through de area and
get all kinda wud.  Dey say dat when he was dere
he use to fly through wid he window dem up.  But
dis time he come through slow, slow wid dem dung.
* Dey tell him must go back to mind he fowl
dem.  Dey tell him dat dey never use to see him
when he had de big wuk but now he carn help dem,
he coming through.
* Dey had dey secret meeting to get rid a Frilly.
Dey say dat de lady ain’t got no silver spoon so
she ran get de wuk.  So he tag team partner trying
to get de wuk.  Das why he always on de Facebook.
* Frilly and de off de mark a man fall out.  Frilly
tell de holly and de ivy dat he ain’t know who to
trust.  He say he own people crooking him.  Humpty
Dumpty crook him.  And off de mark a man put
him in puckertry.
* Dey say dat is off de mark a man who did
tell Frilly to call de man who like brandy and mek
him tek off he name.  And off de mark a man know
dat it couldna happen.
* Dey say dat is de off de mark a man who tell
Frilly dat even though it couldn’t wuk wid de big
boss, dey gon could get de rid a Humpty Dumpty
and  give he, Frilly de big wuk.
* People in de know say dat is Humpty
Dumpty who tell de man to write to demand de rest
money to mek it a million dollars.  Dey say de man
get some and he give Humpty Dumpty de rest for
de campaign.
* Some other people say dat de man tell
Humpty Dumpty dat if he ain’t get he million dollars,
he gon sing like a birdie. So Humpty Dumpty had
was to pay him fast.
* De man who new and grey get to hear bout
all de money dat people was getting and dey never
getting much.  So das what mek he say what he say
because de million dollar man was to give him some
a de million a money.
* Dey say dat Humpty Dumpty buy out half a
de tall boy business.  Dey say dat he buy ten new
bus and run all who ain’t  drinking de orange juice.
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T20 World Cup: England
beat India to storm into
World Cup final
By Matthew Henry

BBC Sport at the Adelaide Oval
From the sectionCricket

ICC Men’s T20 World Cup semi-final, Adelaide
India 168-6 (20 overs): Hardik 63 (33), Kohli 50 (40); Jordan 3-43
England 170-0 (16 overs): Buttler 80* (49), Hales 86* (47)
England won by 10 wickets

England stormed into the Men’s T20
World Cup final with a sensational 10-
wicket demolition of India at the
Adelaide Oval.

Openers Jos Buttler and Alex Hales
overcame a feverish India-supporting
atmosphere and chased 169 without the
loss of a wicket.

They romped home with a massive
24 balls to spare to set up a final against
Pakistan on Sunday and seal one of
England’s greatest white-ball wins.

Hales ended 86 not out from 47 and
Buttler unbeaten on 80 from 49, the
England skipper clinching the match
with the pair’s 10th six.

Earlier, despite 50 from Virat Kohli,
England’s bowlers restricted India well
until Hardik Pandya’s 63 from 33 balls
powered his side to what had looked a
testing score.

But Hales, recalled after more than
three years in the international
wilderness, gave England a rapid start
and Buttler continued the onslaught.

Their stand of 170 is a record in a
men’s T20 World Cup, beating the 168
shared by South Africa’s Quinton de
Kock and Rilee Rossouw in their Super
12 game against Bangladesh last month.

It denies the tournament what would
have been a mouth-watering India-
Pakistan finale, instead ensuring a repeat
of the famous 1992 50-over World Cup
final at the Melbourne Cricket Ground
(MCG).

England roar into Sunday’s final
This was supposed to be the night

India joined their great rivals in what
would have been one of the great
sporting finals.

A frenzied crowd was expectant but
by the end, a small pocket of England
fans were jubilant, the quietened India
supporters drifting away.

England’s bowling effort, without
Mark Wood because of injury and up
against India’s batting line-up of
superstars, was tidy and disciplined, until
they were knocked off course by
Hardik’s late blitz.

The batting was simply stunning.
The imperious Buttler settled any

nerves by taking three fours from the
first over before he and Hales
dispatched both pace and spin in
seemingly effortless fashion.

As the final majestic strike cleared
the fielder and boundary at long-on,
Buttler whipped off his helmet and
roared with delight.

A campaign that was floundering
after defeat by Ireland two weeks ago
could still end in glory.

Pakistan, who have produced their
own remarkable recovery to reach the
showpiece, were beaten 4-3 by England
in a seven-match T20 series in their own
backyard last month.

Hales repays all faith
Eleven overs into the chase India’s

ragged fielders looked beaten, the ball
repeatedly travelling to, or over, the
boundary rope.

Buttler was dropped on 66 at mid-
off by Suryakumar Yadav, with the ball
ricocheting off his body and beyond
Kohli for four, but by then the contest
was over.

Having opted to chase on a used
pitch, Hales and Buttler took on
Adelaide’s short square boundaries to
race along consistently at 10 runs per
over.

They took 63 from the powerplay -
a clear contrast to India’s 38-1 - and did
not look back.

This was Hales’ greatest night in his
England career, a career that looked
over when he was unceremoniously
dropped on the eve of the 2019 World
Cup before being recalled for this
tournament after the injury to Jonny
Bairstow.

He slog-swept spinners Axar Patel
and Ravichandran Ashwin and cleanly
struck the pace bowlers back over their
head for seven sixes.

After a quick start, Buttler settled into
the supporting role before unleashing his
ramps and power strokes in a canter to
the finish line.

Bowlers restrict before Hardik’s
onslaught

England, who were missing the
wicket-taking threat of Wood’s searing
pace, were excellent in restricting India

in the early stages.
Chris Woakes got one to rise off a length and take KL Rahul’s edge in the

second over, Rohit Sharma was caught at deep mid-wicket off Wood’s replacement
Chris Jordan for 27 off 28 balls and when dangerman Yadav holed out at deep
point off Adil Rashid for 14, India were 75-3 in the 12th over.

Kohli’s first boundary was a glorious drive for six over extra cover but the
former captain was unable to find top gear, Rashid particularly effective through
the middle with a four-over spell that cost only 20.

Hardik hit back-to-back sixes off Jordan - one a short ball pummelled over mid-
wicket and the next a full ball sensationally flicked off his pads - before helping
take 22 from the penultimate over bowled by Sam Curran.

Eighty runs came from the last seven overs and 47 from the final three but in
truth had Hardik added another 30, it would not have been enough.

CWI lauds Shivnarine
Chanderpaul - inducted
into ICC Hall of Fame

Tuesday, 8 November 2022 - ST JOHN’S, Antigua - West Indies cricket
legend Shivnarine Chanderpaul was announced as one of the new members of
International Cricket Council’s (ICC) Hall of Fame on Tuesday afternoon in
Australia (Monday night Caribbean Time). He has joined the list of fellow cricketing
icons who have received this prestigious honour. The ICC announced Chanderpaul
will be inducted in the Hall of
Fame alongside Pakistan
legendary leg-spinner Abdul
Qadir and England trailblazer
Charlotte Edwards.

The left-handed
Chanderpaul played at the
international level for over to
two decades and is among the
leading run-scorers in the
game’s history. He made his
Test debut in 1994 at age 19
against England at Bourda in his
native Guyana. He played 164
Test matches â€“ the most by
a West Indian - and scored
11,867 runs at an average of
51.37, which included 30
centuries.

He also played 268 One-
Day Internationals and made
8,778 runs with 11 centuries at an average of 41.60; while in 22 T20 Internationals
he made 343 runs. His first-class career was outstanding with 27,545 runs in
385 matches at an average of over 53. He had 77 centuries including a career-
best of 303 not out for Guyana against Jamaica.

Cricket West Indies (CWI) President and ICC Director, Ricky Skerritt, paid
tribute to Chanderpaul.

“On behalf of all West Indies cricket stakeholders, I congratulate Shivnarine
‘Shiv’ Chanderpaul for receiving the highest honor of his career to date. Shiv’s
story exemplifies all that is good about him and the game of cricket - his hard
work, commitment, adaptability and his resulting growth and achievements on
and off the field. His love for the game is unmatched, and he demonstrated
throughout his two decades on the field that he was the man for all seasons.”

“From the early days in the Under-19 set-up in Guyana shiv showcased his
immense batting talent. He honed his skills and worked tirelessly to become the
number 1 ranked batsman in the world. He embodied the statement ‘heights of
great men reach and kept were not attained by sudden flight’. Shiv toiled hard to
improve and at every stage was able to re-invent his game to meet the demands.
We salute Shiv for his immense contribution to West Indies cricket and world
cricket.”

West Indians previously inducted into The ICC Hall of Fame: Sir Curtly
Ambrose, Sir Learie Constantine, Joel Garner, Lance Gibbs, Sir Gordon
Greenidge, Sir Wes Hall, the Most Hon. Desmond Haynes, George Headley,
Michael Holding, Rohan Kanhai, Brian Lara, Sir Clive Lloyd, Malcolm Marshall,
Sir Viv Richards, Sir Andy Roberts, Sir Garry Sobers, Courtney Walsh, Sir Clyde
Walcott, Sir Everton Weekes, Sir Frank Worrell.


