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Photo: Guest speaker at the 83rd annual conference of the
St.Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour Union Roberitine Webbe,
Director of the Creative Economy in the Ministry of Culture
wearing a dress colour in symbolism of the orange economy
(right) seen with Union General Secretary Precious Mills
following the event’s opening session on Sunday 30th
October 2022 at the SWMC Conference Room.
 - (Spokesman Snap)
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Staying The
Course

On Wednesday of this week Prime Minister Dr
Terrence Drew participated in a live discussion over
Freedom Radio, during the course of which he
apprised the nation of several findings concerning
numerous acts of corruption by the former
government, updated the country as to the state of
the economy, and outlined, in broad terms, his
administration’s progress to date, and ways in which
certain problems will be tackled.

It was no surprise to our people that the new
administration has already begun to uncover the
misdeeds of their predecessors in office, but, as
the breath and depth of their nastiness are realised,
many are shocked and finding themselves gasping
in disbelief.

One particular ruse has been that of setting up
so-called ‘security’ companies which were awarded
government contracts without other entities being
afforded the opportunity to tender bids.

Government facilities, especially JNF General
Hospital and Government Headquarters, were at the
top of the list of those targetted, with proceeds in
the millions of dollars over several years, enuring to
one particular family.

No doubt, there is more, much more,
to be uncovered. Indeed, indications
are to the effect that we are only at the
beginning. We urge the new
administration to stay the course, and
bring the culprits to justice. Not out of
any sense of revenge, but as warning
to would be future perpetrators that
crime does not pay, and also that our
people know, expect, and deserve
better.

It was indeed most heartrending,
although not entirely surprising, to learn
from the prime minister and minister
of finance that the nation’s finances are
in a rather parlous state.

All along most of our people had
doubted the loose and callous
boastings of ‘the former fellow’ that

the economy was performing so well,
and that the finances were in such
great shape. Many will recall his
refusal, time and again, to publicise
the IMF’s annual reports.

We of this newspaper once again
compliment all members of the new
Labour administration for the great
start which has been made to putting
our nation and its affairs back on a
good footing. The detractors are
many, and they are most anxious to
throw you off course.

We urge all members of the new
administration to be open and honest
with our people.

In every regard you have made a
great start, and we urge you to STAY
THE COURSE!
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By: Precious Mills
BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Monday 31st October 2022) -
“Creatives are workers too!”

That was the topic addressed by guest speaker at the 83rd
annual conference of the St.Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour Union
delivered by 22-year-old Roberitine Webbe, the Director of the
Creative Economy in the Ministry of Culture who encouraged
ending the stigma about creatives so as to improve equality,
diversity and the inclusion of the orange economy across the
country.

Webbe, who is a professional dancer in the field of the creative
arts, expressed while speaking at the live broadcast event held on
Sunday 30th October 2022 at the SWMC (Solid Waste
Management Corporation) Conference Room at Taylor’s Range
in Basseterre, that the inclusion of the creative arts should be
taken most seriously.

According to her: “Creative arts should be entwined in all
sectors, the arts must be where diversity and inclusion should be
taken most seriously. Improving equality, diversity and the inclusion
of the orange economy across the country is key to releasing the
true potential of our nation’s artistic and cultural talent, and it starts
with ending the stigma and moving with us providing the necessary
resources and programmes.”

As pointed out by the Creative Economy Director, “Creative
arts are a form of expression not bound by language.”

She explained: “They involve skill, imagination, and inspiration.
How can we degrade, demoralize and hobbitize something that is
so much a part of us. The creative arts can be found in many
forms such as literature, painting, drama, music, dance, robotics
among many others. The things that are a part of our way of life.
This is our formula to diversify and grow our economy, but this
can only happen if our creatives are involved.”

She highlighted that creatives are workers “because we are
risk takers... because we have the dare to fail attitude...we are
willing to be different...we can sometimes be impulsive, fickle
and change our minds quite often.”

Webbe went on to share: “For us to continue our global impact,

Workers’ Union
Guest Speaker
Director Roberitine
Webbe: “Creatives

Guest speaker Director of the Creative Economy in the Ministry of
Culture Roberitine Webbe seen while delivering her “Creatives are
workers!” presentation at the 83rd annual conference of the St.Kitts-
Nevis Trades and Labour Union       -     (Spokesman Snap)

Union executive committee member Eva
Henderson (right) presents a ‘Thank You’ token
on behalf of the organization (sponsored by
then first Vice president Micheleina Charles
Hazelle) to guest speaker Director of the
Creative Economy in the Ministry of Culture
Roberitine Webbe following her presentation
while event host and union executive member
Nadine Natta looks on  (Spokesman Snap)

the art that we produce as a people should not just
be outstanding in form and content, but relevant to
the widest possible audiences. We do this in the
hope that the ideas within will help anyone with
the power to appoint and promote to support more
outstanding people who live for the arts. All of us
in this very room are responsible for what is
happening in our country. Creative art is happening.
If we sit back and do nothing, we shall lose our
creatives and we shall lose ourselves.”

“Often we hear, creativity is intelligence having
fun (and often too that we hear this being associated
with the famous Albert Einstein). Under common
perception, we see creative people as gifted
children that have been blessed with such talent
towards solving grand challenges in life. Which is
similar to creatives at work. We dubbed them as
game changers and at times, envied by others. The
thing is, even if you have no creativity, when you
begin to work, you realize that this is something
that can be taught, learnt and developed,” she
highlighted.

“There is no doubt that creativity is the most
important human resource of all and this country
runs on that. Without creativity in our course of
action, there would be no progress, and we would
be forever repeating the same patterns,” Webbe
expressed.
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SKNT&LU Installs New
Executive Committee To
Represent Workers
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Monday 31st October 2022)-Under the theme
‘The Time To Rebuild Is Now’, delegates gathered at the 83rd  annual conference
of the St.Kitts-Nevis Trades & Labour Union on Sunday 30th October 2022 at  the
Solid Waste Management Corporation  (SWMC) Conference Room  located at
Taylor’s Range in Basseterre which saw the election of new and returning members
making up the executive body of the workers’ organisation.

Elected officers President-Sydney Bridgewater, Second Vice President-James
Pemberton, General Secretary-Precious Mills and Treasurer Tanessa Caines
Charles have been returned to their positions. Additionally, new comer Gwenedene
Pemberton has been elected as the Assistant General Secretary; a post previously
occupied by Curtis Francis who is now the newly-elected First Vice President.

Returning floor members of the executive committee include Nadine Natta,
Mitchel Slader, Eva Henderson, George Dixon, Stanley Franks Jr., Oscar Mills,
Julian Morton and new comer Lloyd Rouse.

Elections were conducted during the afternoon business session.
President Bridgewater, in his address at the public session of the conference,

outlined that the SKNT&LU remains relevant.
“Our Union remains quite relevant and often times it is the affected workers

who can testify. This organization, however, needs workers to actively strengthen
the vibrancy and publicity of what being part of a Union means to you. As this
year’s conference theme rightly says ‘The Time To Rebuild Is Now!’

The beautiful thing about event themes is that we can all share our view and
give our interpretation of what it applies to.

Bridgewater referred to the Founder of the St.Kitts Workers League Thomas
Manchester, who in an open letter to the people of St.Kitts and Nevis, said in part
that league was formed for the purpose as embodied in the words of our motto:
“For The Good That We Can Do”. At the outset it was decided that as a body we
should associate ourselves with any movement that tends for betterment of conditions
in St.Kitts-Nevis, or generally for the improvement of man”.

He added: “As the history books would recall, ‘Mr. Tom’ as he was called, had
established the St. Kitts Workers’ League Ltd. and was elected it first President in
1932 at a time when only the most able men would dare to be involved in associations
devoted to the upliftment of workers in the field or the factory or organisations
which adopted the anti-colonial posture.”

In wrapping up his remarks, Bridgewater commented: “Workers, social partners,
ladies and gentleman and all other alike friendly to the upliftment of workers,
historically a solid foundation has been set for the building of an environment which
sees about the advancement and welfare of workers, the working environment.
Let us rebuild together, now! The future is in our hands.”

Front Page Image:
Members of the newly-elected
executive committee of the
St.Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour
Union(Seated R-L)- Assistant
General Secretary-Gwenedene
Pemberton, General Secretary-
Precious Mills, President-Sydney
Bridgewater, First Vice President
Curtis Francis and Second Vice
President-James Pemberton.
Standing (R-L) Sean Kelly,
unionised member and conference
delegate Elvis James (showing his
support) Treasurer -Tanessa
Caines Charles, Nadine Natta,
George Dixon, Lloyd Rouse, Eva
Henderson and Mitchel Slader
(Spokesman Snap)

Section of the audience gathered for the 83rd annual conference (Spokesman Snap)

Seven (7) longstanding members of
the namely: President Sydney
Bridgewater, Second Vice President-
James Pemberton, Eva Henderson,
George Dixon, Mitchel Slader and
Stanley Franks Jr. “For unwavering
service and dedication to the St.Kitts -
Nevis Trades & Labour union over the
years.”

There are plans to also honour
another longstanding retired union

Member Ernest Wigley.
Fraternal greetings were conveyed

from General Secretary of the Antigua
and Barbuda Alrick Daniel, Leader of
the St.Kitts-Nevis Labour Party and
Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew
(who gave remarks in person), Dean of
Labour Studies at the Cipriani College
of Labour and Cooperative Studies in
Trinidad and Tobago Ian Daniel, the
President of the Jamaica Household
Workers Union and Executive Member
of the International Domestic Workers’
Federation (IDWF) Shirley Pryce.
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PM Drew Talks About
New Gov’t Addressing
‘In The Red’ Money
Management Matters Of
Former Administration
By: Spokesman Newsroom

Sanitize / Wear Your Mask
Wash Your Hands

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 3rd November 2022)-Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance  Dr. Terrance Drew - who is also the Leader of the
St.Kitts-Nevis Labour Party (SKNLP)-is accusing the former Harris-led
administration of poor money management which has caused the country ‘to be in
the red’ when it comes to finances including certain bodies, companies, organisations
associated with the government being affected thus requiring assistance from the
new administration to recover.

Speaking on Freedom FM’s ‘Issues’ programme aired live on Wednesday 2nd
November 2022, In addressing the topic and the economy in terms of where St.Kitts-
Nevis is as a country, PM Drew said “we inherited a deficit. For those who may
not understand, it means more was going out than was coming in. Instead of a
surplus, it was the opposite of a surplus. So, it means therefore in other terms, we
are in the red when it comes to our overall finances, and this report would have
been delivered to me by the FS [Financial Secretary] just recently after doing an
assessment.”

He continued: “But that means that there are a number of critical bodies,
companies, organisations associated with the government.

As gathered, such includes the St.Kitts Electricity Company Ltd., the St.
Christopher Air and Sea Ports Authority (SCASPA), Solid Waste Management
Corporation (SWMC) and Development Bank of St.Kitts and Nevis.

According to PM Drew, “SCASPA has been struggling... and so we have to in
a sense inject some funds there also if needed ... He informed that at SWMC
“there I basically no money there or very little; cannot run itself...and there the
government has to come in to help...”

He went on further to state: “A lot of the money that Solid Waste had, a lot of
it was spent on the yellow smart bins; millions was spent on that and that really hit
Solid Waste very very hard and so we see how these transaction would have taken
place ...money ended up in different areas but Solid Waste is also financially not
sound at this time...”

Also, in relation to Development Bank, the Finance Minister highlighted: “We
have taken steps to stabilize the bank but the bank was in serious trouble when we
got there...no money...excessive overdrafts; could not meet the daily requirements
in terms of even loans that were already given out by the bank. The bank is in a sad
state. But we have taken the decision that that bank is a fundamental bank for our
development we have stepped in to make sure that we stabilize that bank.”

Pertaining to SKELEC, PM Drew said the company “has tremendous challenges
in terms of its finances to the point where the government now from the consolidated
funds have to be paying the fuel charge for SKELEC above a certain point which
is equating sometimes $9 up to $11 million dollars per month.”

According to the Finance Minister: “We have decided that that has increased
somewhat and we have decided as a government, we’ll pay it so that this cost is
not passed on to the people but SKELEC at this time as a company needs significant
financial injection  from the government in order to function, and that is to make
sure that that high cost is not passed on  to our people, especially during this COVID
time and just post COVID where people would have used up a lot of their resources;
many persons were out of work and so forth and so we have decided that we will
take a brunt of that hit to protect the people.”

He made mention that SKELEC had significant issues maybe about a month or
two ago when the generators broke down.

“These are the old gen sets; some of them probably 30 something years old
which means it’s time to change them out. Each one of them cost $35 million so
I’m talking real money and we need about two of them just to maintain our baseline
energy requirement, and we will therefore invest in it because we cannot build a
country if we don’t have energy and we won’t have sufficient energy at this time.
As I said then, the government would have would have purchased two smaller
sized generators.”

“We have to go and rent generators of these type because when we order

these gen sets, it lasts couple decades  or more , and they have to be built so
therefore they would be in the process of being built and it could take up to a year
to be built , and during that time, we need to secure our energy base line and
therefore Christmas is coming  and a time when the country is going to be opened
up  and carnival will be in full sway, tourism will be in full sway  and we have I
make sure that we have the necessary energy to really propel this season that
we’re expecting, and therefore we have to go into renting these generators which
could cost a few hundred thousand dollars per month  just to ensure we can supply
the energy that is needed for our people,” Dr. Drew commented.

The Finance Minister spoke about a “significant thing” in terms of the government
looking at “renewable energy to see about accessing fuel at a much cheaper cost
which the government has already begun negotiations...”

Front Page Photo: Prime Minister and Minister of Finance and Dr.
Terrance Drew while speaking on Freedom FM’s ‘Issues’ programme
aired live on Wednesday 2nd November 2022 (Spokesman Screenshot
via Facebook/FreedomFM106.5)
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Sustainable Tourism:
Stakeholders learn about
St. Kitts’ culture and
heritage

BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS, November 3, 2022 (MMS-SKN) — Over
twenty five participants, drawn from employees in public and private tourism sectors,
are taking part in the St. Kitts Sustainable Destination Council of the Ministry of
Tourism-organised two-day ‘I Speak St. Kitts Culture and Heritage Workshop
2022’ that opened on Wednesday November 2, at the CUNA Conference Centre
in Fortlands, West Basseterre.

Opening the workshop was Sustainable Tourism Coordinator in the St. Kitts
Ministry of Tourism, Mr Kenney Manning, who observed that according to the
United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), cultural
tourism is one of the fastest growing segments of the tourism industry, accounting
for an estimated 40% of all tourism worldwide.

The purpose of the two-day workshop, which takes a break on Thursday
November 3 to resume on Friday November 4, is to equip participants with the
knowledge and skills they need to ‘speak St. Kitts Culture and Heritage’ as a
means of contributing to the long-term well-being of the destination as a whole.

According to Mr Manning, the goals of the workshop are to “increase
participants’ awareness and knowledge of some key aspects of St. Kitts and Nevis
culture and opportunities for tourism in St. Kitts, and to increase participants’
awareness of the value and importance of protecting St. Kitts’ cultural resources
and promoting sustainable tourism.”

Present at the workshop were Chair of the St. Kitts Sustainable Destination
Council, who is also the Assistant Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Tourism,
Mrs Diannille Taylor-Williams, and a secretary in the Ministry of Tourism, Ms
Johneal Harvey, who assisted with the registration of the participants and ensuring
the smooth running of the workshop.

Facilitating the workshop was Mr Leonard Stapleton, who after a 15-year
teaching career that included heading up the Geography and Social Department of
the Verchilds High School took a job at Brimstone Hill Fortress National Park, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, and also served on the board of the St. Christopher
National Trust, a local NGO committed to preserving and promoting St. Kitts’
heritage.

Mr Stapleton, who is a firm believer that tourism is one of the greatest
opportunities to raise awareness of St. Kitts’ past and traditions, has researched
St. Kitts and Nevis’ black history and wrote the book ‘Places of Memory’ which
was published by UNESCO. The book features 33 sites related to the enslaved
Africans on St. Kitts and Nevis and will eventually be used in high schools as part
of the local history curriculum.

Day One of the workshop was divided into two sessions, where in the first
session Mr Stapleton talked about Sustainable Tourism. He took time to define
sustainable tourism, illustrating his lecture with a series of slides with a background
of local music as he highlighted the market opportunity/demand for sustainable
tourism.

“When one speaks
about sustainable tourism,
you have to remember
that it is buttressed on 3
Ps - Planet, People, and
Profit,” observed Mr
Stapleton. “Most people
when they hear
sustainable tourism they
think mostly on the planet
side - the environmental
side. That would only be
partially correct.”

One of the most
significant parts of
sustainable tourism,
according to Mr
Stapleton, is that tourism
is done in such a way that
the local man shares an
equitable part of the
profit. He noted: “It
cannot be that we are
getting a million
passengers, the hotel
rooms are filled and
making lots of profit and
the local persons in the
communities around St.
Kitts and Nevis are not
feeling the money
directly.”

Session Two of the
presentation, had two
subsections ‘Exploring
Three Categories/
Elements of St. Kitts and

Nevis Culture’ and ‘A Closer Look at Traditions of St.

 Sustainable Tourism Coordinator in the St. Kitts
Ministry of Tourism, Mr Kenney Manning, at the
opening session of the two-day ‘I Speak St. Kitts Culture
and Heritage Workshop 2022’.

Facilitator, Mr Leonard Stapleton, addressing the
participants during the morning session of the first day
of ‘I Speak St. Kitts Culture and Heritage Workshop
2022’.

(cont’d on next page)

A general view of the participants of the two-day ‘I Speak St. Kitts Culture and
Heritage Workshop 2022’ held at the CUNA Conference Centre in Fortlands, West
Basseterre.
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Workshop participants. With them are facilitator Mr Leonard Stapleton (seated left); Sustainable
Destination Council Chair, Mrs Diannille Taylor-Williams (seated 2nd right), and Mr Kenney Manning
(seated right).

Kitts and Nevis Homes and
games children played in the
yard’ that were held before the
mid-morning coffee break.

The session continued after
the break with ‘A Closer Look
at St. Kitts and Nevis Food and
Drinks’, among them goat
water, cook-up, black pudding,
coconut confectionaries,
sarsaparilla, mauby, lemonade/
swank/‘bebriche’, ginger beer,
Harmmon, rum punch, sangria,
and bush tea.

After lunch break the
participants were exposed to
another three subsections of
Session Two. These were ‘A
closer look (and listen) at St.
Kitts and Nevis Music’; ‘A
closer look (and listen) at St.
Kitts and Nevis Music and
Dance’; and ‘A closer look
(and listen) at St. Kitts and
Nevis forts’.

On Friday November 4,
Session Three will start with a
field trip that will take the
participants on site visits to
‘tourism destinations’ in St.
Kitts examining architectural
vernacular of traditional homes
and other buildings along the
route from Basseterre to
Cleverly Hill. They will take a
tour of either Fort Charles or
Cleverly Fort in Sandy Point.

After lunch they will embark
on Session Four that will cover
‘Destination Action Planning’
whose main activity will be
‘Group Destination Action
Planning’ to include projects
focused on documentation,
promotion, resurrection and
preservation, and capacity

Sustainable
Tourism:
Stakeholders learn
about St. Kitts’
culture and heritage

Join The
St. Kitts-Nevis

Trades &
Labour Union

 - NOW -

(cont’d from last page) building for practitioners of St.
Kitts and Nevis culture, to end
with group presentations.

Session Five will cover the
final wrap-up that will include
post assessment, end of
workshop survey, and
presentation of certificates to
the participants.
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Windsong Foundation donates
another new school bus to Nevis
Ministry of Education

NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS (November 01, 2022) — Students on Nevis are now better
placed to benefit from additional transportation for their daily commute to and from school thanks to
another donation from the Windsong Foundation.

Hon. Troy Liburd, Jr. Minister of Education, commissioned the Toyota Coaster bus at a handing
over ceremony at the Artisan Village in Pinney’s Estate on November 01, 2022, and expressed
gratitude for the foundation’s partnership with the Nevis Island Administration (NIA)

“We have a fleet of six school buses so this is going to make seven. Five of these school buses
are donations from the Windsong Foundation and I want to start of by expressing our heartfelt
gratitude to the Windsong Foundation. They have come on as a charitable organization to partner
with the Nevis Island Administration, to partner with the Ministry of Education and we are so
grateful for that partnership.

“A little under two years ago we were right at this location and at that time we had taken delivery
of two buses, so now this is the third bus in just under two years and prior to that in, I think, 2017 we
would have taken delivery of two new buses at that time. So five of our seven buses that we have
running as school buses are donations from the Windsong Foundation,” he said.

Mr. Liburd used the occasion to speak on the significance of the foundation’+s donations to
Nevis and urged those using the school buses to take care of them.

“I want to ask everybody who would have use of the buses to take care of the buses. They are
donations and whenever anybody gives you anything, you want to take very, very good care of

them.
“This donation is just under EC$190,000 so it is indeed a

significant donation, and when you add this to the others that we
have gotten, just the three we have gotten in the past, less than
two years, it is indeed significant. It is over half a million EC
dollars that we have received in kind donation from the Windsong
Foundation. So we really appreciate them and I want to give the
commitment on behalf of the Ministry of Education and on behalf
of all of the people of Nevis that we are certainly going to do our
best to take good care of these buses. We really, really appreciate
it,” he said.

The brief ceremony was chaired by Mr. Kevin Barrett,
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Education; and Pastor
Bernard Browne prayed for God’s blessing and protection for the
drivers and students who will use the new school bus.

(L-r) Pastor Bernard Browne; and Mr. Kevin Barrett, Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of Education, with Hon. Troy Liburd, Jr.
Minister of Education in Nevis, while commissioning the Toyota
Coaster bus in the background at the Artisan Village at Pinney’s
Estate on November 01, 2022

The Toyota Coaster bus donated by the Windsong Foundation to the
Ministry of Education in the Nevis Island Administration
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Maynard: SKELEC Workers,
Management Working On
Issues
By: Spokesman Newsroom

process for professional industrial relations.
Consequently, the group was advised, and they agreed, that

the proper course of action under this new dispensation is to first
meet with the Management of SKELEC and formally register
their grievances. Thereafter, the Management with the support
of the new Board of Directors, must be afforded adequate time
to respond, and engage with staff to address any issues. The
Government is confident that the SKELEC Management, with
the support of the new Board of Directors, is now well positioned
to address the internal issues of SKELEC.

The group of SKELEC staff peacefully dispersed and returned
to work shortly after engaging with me. A meeting was convened
with the management and staff of SKELEC at 4pm on Tuesday 1
November 2022 where I provided opening remarks outlining the
importance of adhering to proper process and reaffirming that, as
a responsible Government, we will fully support the plight of
workers once proper processes are followed and respected. The
meeting proceeded in my absence so that the proper process could
be restarted, and staff and management could have an opportunity
to engage.

I am advised that the meeting was respectful, successful and
that there was unanimity among staff in striking off two items
from the ‘List of Requests’ that was widely circulated across
social media, namely, the request for re-assignment of SKELEC
Senior Management and the request for removal of a Director
from the Board of Directors. It was agreed that the inclusion of
these items to the ‘List of Requests’ by the unknown author of
the list did not reflect the wishes of the majority of the staff.

The management and staff will now proceed internally to
address the issues raised, and with the support of the new Board
of Directors, the Government looks forward to a much-improved
synergy of work relations within SKELEC.

Minister of Public Infrastructure Konris Maynard (left) is seen while
in conversation with the SKELEC workers talking about issuesBASSETERRE, St.Kitts

(Thursday 3rd November
2022)- Minister of Public
Infrastructure Konris Maynard,
in giving an update about the
St.Kitts Electricity Company
Ltd. (SKELEC) workers who
recently showed up outside his
office located at Needsmust,
has said matters are being
addressed internally by staff
and management following a
meeting about their concerns.

On the morning of Tuesday
1st November 2022, those
workers, in what persons
described as a ‘strike’

stemming from the live a social media live broadcast, raised issues
about payment including risk pay and concerns about management.

Notably, SKELEC is a private energy company in which the
government has shares.

The following day (Wednesday), Maynard issued a press
release on the matter which highlighted that the workers the
management and staff will now proceed internally to address the
issues raised, and with the support of the new Board of Directors,
the Government looks forward to a much-improved synergy of
work relations within SKELEC.

See full press release below:
On the morning of Tuesday 1 November 2022, a group of

SKELEC staff gathered at the administration office of the Ministry
of Public Infrastructure, et al, demanding a meeting with the
Minister to discuss grievances they have had over the past several
years. I completely understand their frustrations. However, since
the election of the new Government Administration, there has
been no formal or informal engagement, or request for engagement,
of the Management of SKELEC, the new Board of Directors of
SKELEC, or my Ministry, by the aggrieved staff. Therefore, the
SKELEC staff’s informal public demand to meet with me
yesterday was procedurally premature and did not follow due
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Development Bank of
Saint Kitts & Nevis Board
of Directors Appointed

Basseterre, St. Kitts and Nevis, October 21, 2022: The Ministers of
Cabinet have approved the appointment of the Board of Directors of the
Development Bank of Saint Kitts and Nevis.

According to the Development Bank of Saint Kitts and Nevis Act, Cap. 21.05,
the Board must consist of no more than seven Directors which include the
Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson and five additional members. The Government
is confident that the Directors, listed below, will be effective in professionally
administering the Bank’s affairs; establishing sound policies for management; and
making rational decisions about the important issues arising in the Bank’s operations.

Chairperson: Mr. Shavon Douglas -
Mr. Douglas holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from St. Francis

College, Post Graduate Certificate in Project Management from University of
Bradford, a Master’s in Project Management from Universidad para la
Coorperacion Internacional, and Master of Business Administration in Accounting
and Finance from the University of Maryland Global Campus.

He has worked as an Assistant Branch Manager at M&T Bank in Buffalo,
New York, a multi-state community-focused bank founded in 1856, that serves
New York, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Connecticut, Virginia,
West Virginia, and Washington. He also worked as a Personal Banker at Carver
Federal Savings Bank in the Greater New York City, one of the largest African
American banks in the United States, where he provided financial counseling,
marketing strategies and helped to minimize operational discrepancies by improving
their review and approval process. Mr. Shavon Douglas worked at the Development
Bank of Saint Kitts and Nevis for 10 years and climbed the ranks serving as a
Senior Project Officer, Senior Business Support Officer and as the Manager of the
Business for Support Unit.

Mr. Douglas is an analytical and detail-oriented professional with comprehensive

experience enabling informed decision-making through robust financial planning
and analysis. He is equipped with an in-depth understanding of financial statement
analysis, loan management, and general banking operations.

Deputy Chairperson: Mrs. Sophia Lawrence -
Ms. Sophia Lawrence has worked in the civil service and private practice as an

Attorney-at-Law for many years. She graduated from the Norman Manley Law
School with a Bachelor of Laws degree at the Cave Hill Campus of the University
of the West Indies, Barbados. She was called to the Bar in St. Kitts & Nevis in
October 1994. She then obtained a postgraduate Diploma in International Relations
for which she studied at the St. Augustine Campus of the University of the West
Indies. Ms. Lawrence also attained a Master of Laws (International Business
Law) Degree by the University of Manchester in the United Kingdom.

Director: Ms. Karen Crossman
Ms. Crossman is a well-rounded professional who has served as an employee

of our prestigious Social Security Board for sixteen years and counting. During her
tenure with the St. Christopher & Nevis Social Security Board as a Senior member
of staff, Ms. Crossman has provided administrative support for the CFO, performed
accounting duties, and benefit processing between the Finance and Benefits
departments.

She is also an inspiring leader. Her strategic perspective ensures that efforts
are synergized to realize objectives efficiently. Her grounded perspectives add
value to decision-makers. She is versed in numerous fields including Financial
Accounting, Marketing and Organizational Behavior, Caribbean Business
Environment, Economics, and Human Resource Management. Ms. Crossman will
add value as a member of the Board of Directors of the Bank and strengthen
efforts to bolster good governance and resilience throughout the ranks of the
institution. She also realized her entrepreneurial ambitions as she is the proud owner
and operator of a local small business. She is therefore comfortable in virtually any
professional environment.

Director: Ms. Almaz Glasford
Ms. Almaz Glasford is currently the Risk & Compliance Manager at National

Caribbean Insurance Company Limited with over a decade of work experience in
the financial services sector, with the majority being in Credit, Sales and Finance.
Her career started as a Customer Service Representative at the SKNA National
Bank for three years. Ms. Glasford proceeded to further her studies and obtained
a Bachelor of Business Administration from the Mid-Western State University.
During her tenure there, she would have interned at a financial firm for 3 months
and worked at the Wells Fargo Bank for approximately 8 months. Ms. Glasford
returned home and was employed at the Best Buy Supermarket as the Assistant
Accountant then transitioned to be a management trainee at Unicomer St. Kitts &
Nevis Ltd.

During her professional experience at Unicomer, she was successfully trained
and groomed in every management role of the institution and worked within the
Credit, Sales, and Optical departments. Her focus to remain on her career path
and further her goals as a Finance and Management professional came to fruition
when an opportunity presented itself as the company decided to open a new branch
for small business and consumer loans where she received the role of Supervisor
in Courts Ready Cash. While performing her regular duties, she was also able to
simultaneously complete a master’s degree in Business Administration with a
concentration in Finance.

Director: Ms. Kelvina Salters
Ms. Kelvina Salters is a young, value-driven professional who is becoming

increasingly passionate about empowering others via civic engagement and national
service. She graduated with honors from the University of the Virgin Islands in St.
Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, in 2021 with a bachelor’s degree in Social Science. She
was also awarded the 2019 Thurgood Marshall College Fund Scholar and the
renowned H.B.C.U. (Historically Black Colleges and Universities) Title III Scholar
titles during this period.

Throughout her internship at the acclaimed Washington Centre in 2019, Kelvina
received foundational training in organizational finance, where she was able to
acquire industry best practices to achieve strategic goals.

Ms. Salters worked for five years in the crucial government departments of
National Security Secretariat and Citizenship by Investment Unit before departing
St. Kitts to pursue her studies. Shortly after her return, she temporarily held a
position at the First Federal Cooperative Credit Union, where she closely collaborated
with the management team on important projects. In 2021, she returned to the field
of Citizenship by Investment, where she worked as an application liaison for a
private firm in St. Kitts. Ms. Salters, who is still employed in the sector, is continuing
to advance and recently obtained an executive support job with a private,
international real estate firm. Her position allows her to take advantage of her
multidisciplinary training to advance her nation’s cause in terms of economic

(cont’d on page 14)
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BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS (November 2, 2022) - At an
Extraordinary General Meeting held on October 18th, 2022, the
shareholders of St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla National Bank Limited
elected a slate of eight new directors to serve on the Board of
Directors of the Bank. These newly elected directors, along with
two continuing directors, comprise the Bankâ€™s Board of
Directors.

The newly elected Directors are:
MRS. CAROL BODDIE, Chairperson

Mrs. Boddie is an experienced financial services professional
and the owner and managing partner of the Accounting Firm,
CIB & Associates.  Ms. Boddie is a Certified Public Accountant
and holds a Bachelor of Science degree in accounting.  She currently
serves as the President of the Institute of Chartered Accountants
of the Eastern Caribbean (SKN Branch) and previously served
as Treasurer of the Chamber of Commerce.

MR. TERRENCE CROSSMAN, 1st Vice Chairperson
and Managing Director

Mr. Crossman holds a Master of Business Administration
(MBA) in Finance, a Master of Science degree in Global

National Bank convenes
Extraordinary General Meeting

Consumer Marketing, a
Bachelor of Arts in Accounting
and an Associate of Arts in
Management. Mr. Crossman is
highly experienced in financial
services, strategic planning,
business process re-engineering
and corporate re-structuring,
with a track record of success.
He has served as CEO of First
Federal Co-operative Credit
Union, CEO of the Sugar
Industry Diversification
Foundation and CEO of the St.
Christopher Air and Sea Ports
Authority (SCASPA).

In addition, Mr. Crossman
was also appointed as Managing
Director of the St. Kitts-Nevis-
Anguilla National Bank
Limited.

MS. LORNA HUNKINS, 2nd Vice Chairperson
Ms. Lorna Hunkins served as a Director of National Bank

during the period 2018 to 2022 before being re-elected at the
recently held extraordinary General Meeting of the shareholders.
She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Accounting and Finance and is
a career banker, having served for over 25 years in senior positions
in financial institutions.

MS. OPHELIA BLANCHARD, Director
Ms. Ophelia Blanchard holds a First Class Bachelor of Science

degree in Computing Information Systems and Master of Science
degree in Computer Science, IT Law, and Management. Ms.
Blanchard is currently employed as the e-Government Coordinator
in the Ministry of ICT with the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis.

MS. AZUREE LIBURD, Director
Ms. Azuree Liburd is a recent Graduate of the Norman Manley

Law School, Jamaica. She attained her Bachelor of Laws at the
University of West Indies, Trinidad and Tobago. Ms. Liburd is
currently employed in the Office of Director of Public Prosecutions
as a Crown Counsel.

MR. HOLLIS PRENTICE, Director
Mr. Hollis Prentice attained a Bachelor of Arts degree in

Economics from the University of Cienfuegos, Cuba. He completed
a Master’s in Business Administration with a concentration in
Human Resources and also holds a Diploma in Port Statistics,
Costs and Tariffs.   He worked at SCASPA for fifteen (15) years
and is currently employed at the Inland Revenue Department as
a Senior Tax Inspector.

MR. RONALD POWELL, Director
Mr. Ronald Powell is the owner and manager of RP Sports &

Car Sales in Nevis with a background in shipping and purchasing.
He is a sports enthusiast and has served as President of the Nevis
Cricket Association and a Director of Leeward Islands Cricket.

MR. GLENVILLE ROGERS, Director
Mr. Glenville Rogers is an experienced accounting professional

with a wealth of knowledge and experience in the Banking and
Financial Services Industry inclusive of Insurance Services.  He
holds a Bachelor of Arts in Accounting and a Certification in
Insurance and is currently employed as a Consultant/Accountant
with J. Zuliani Services/VIP Investment Services

Not later than the next Annual General Meeting, Mr. William
Liburd and Dr. Analdo Bailey, both of whom have been given the
option to resign, may continue to serve as Directors.

The Board of Directors of the Bank will be ultimately
responsible for establishing the high-level business strategies of
the Bank and providing guidance and oversight to the Bank’s
management.  As National continues to build for the future, the
new directors will help to shape and strengthen the strategic
capabilities of the Bank.

We congratulate all incoming directors and Managing Director
Crossman and welcome them to the National Bank Family.  We
wish them every success in their new roles.



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 04TH 202212  -  INTERNATIONAL NEWS -
Taiwan News - Politics - Wednesday 2 November 2022

Defence
Minister Vows
Taiwan Will
Fight China To
The End
By Keoni Everington, Staff Writer

As long as enemy has not landed troops,
planted flags on central government

buildings ‘it has not won’: Chiu
Minister of National Defense Chiu Kuo-cheng. Photo credit: CNA.

TAIPEI (Taiwan News) - As tensions in the Taiwan Strait
rise, Minister of National
Defense Chiu Kuo-cheng on
Wednesday (2 November) said
that Taiwan’s armed forces will
“fight to the end” against
invading Chinese troops.

During a press briefing at
The Legislative Yuan on
Wednesday, Chiu was asked by
a member of the media if
Taiwan’s armed forces could
hold out without letting The
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) forces establish a
beachhead.

Chiu responded by saying
that “as long as the enemy is
unable to land troops or plant

their flags on the upper floors
of the buildings of Taiwan’s
central government ministries,
it has not won,” reported
ETtoday.

Chiu also said that Taiwan
“absolutely has a chance of
winning” a war with China. The
defense minister said that in
addition to ensuring control of
the air and sea, the military is
also working on strengthening
its ground defenses, and the
armed forces will “definitely
fight to the end.”

He stressed that the use of
force by Taiwan’s military is a
last resort and that it will not
fire the first shot. However, if
China continues to repeatedly
pressure Taiwan, Chiu said that
it will have to respond
accordingly.

SKNNCC
Seeks

Persons
Interested
Judging

for
Carnival
Com-

petitions
Individuals interested in

judging for the various
Carnival Competitions are
asked to register at the St
Kitts Nevis National Carnival
Secretariat in the EC Daniel
Building on Cayon Street.
Persons can also call 466-
0058/0057 or email
info@skncarnival.com.
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IMF Backs
Latam
Progressive
Taxes And Fiscal
Discipline
By Rodrigo Campos

A participant standing near an IMF logo at the International
Monetary Fund - World Bank Annual Meeting in Nusa Dua, Bali,
Indonesia on 12 October 2018. Photo credit: Johannes P Christo
(Reuters).

NEW YORK, 2 November (Reuters) - The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) will continue to be supportive of progressive
tax reforms in Latin America (LatAm) and The Caribbean, while
fiscal and monetary policies that have worked should be kept in
place to give economies support, a top IMF official said on
Wednesday.

For most of the region “the story there is actually they have
pretty good fiscal and monetary frameworks,” said Nigel Chalk,
acting director of the Western Hemisphere Department at The
IMF. “So it’s more a question of letting the frameworks work and
do their job as they were designed.”

Chalk, speaking ahead of the release of the fund’s regional
economic outlook for Latam and The Caribbean, said the focus
on lowering debt and zeroing in on containing inflation have been
very supportive of the region’s economies.

“With inflation yet to abate and most economies still operating
at or near potential, monetary policy should avoid easing
prematurely and must stay the course,” said the fund in the regional
report.

The fund said last month tightening global financial conditions
and high inflation clouded the outlook for Latam and Caribbean
economies. While it lifted its output growth forecast for 2022 in
the region to 3.5% from a previous 3% estimate, it lowered the
2023 view by 0.3 percentage point to 1.7%.

According to the IMF “a sharp fall in commodity prices and
social unrest are important risks,” for Latam and the Caribbean -
where street clashes were beginning to pop up even before the
pandemic.

With the specter of higher interest rates in the developed world,
and the expected siphoning of cash out of emerging markets, the
fund has given support to reform measures that look to raise more
cash, but in a progressive way.

“A tax reform that generates more revenue, and puts more
money in social systems, in supporting lower income families,
supporting the middle class, that’s definitely a more progressive
system,” Chalk said, pointing out the fund was “very supportive
of the goals of the Chilean tax reform.”

Carbon taxes, which have been discussed across the region,

are also on the IMF menu for increasing revenues.
“But we know they’re inherently regressive because the poor spend more of their income on

energy,” said Chalk.
“You have to take the money and you have to give that back through social assistance programs

in order to make the combined effect on spending and revenue socially equitable.”

Reuters Graphics.

Reporting by Rodrigo Campos and David Lawder;
Editing by Chizu Nomiyama.

SKNNCC Significantly
Increases Road March Prize
Monies

As a follow-up to a
meeting with registered Road
March Contenders held in
early October, 2022 the St
Kitts Nevis National Carnival
Committee (SKNNCC) has
confirmed that all Road March
bands, soca artists, and
calypsonians must submit in
writing the name of their tune
to be considered for Road
March to the SKNNCC
Secretariat by Friday, 18th
November.

Road March tunes must be
publicly released in full on a
local Radio Station no later
than Friday 25th November to

be considered as part of the competition. Judging for the Road
March contest will take place between 5:00am and 11:00am on
J’ouvert morning, Monday, December 26th.

Judging will be split into two (2) categories. Contenders will
score points at various locations along the downtown Basseterre
J’ouvert route. In addition, registered bands, soca artists, and
calypsonians are required to perform their registered songs at
an identified area in the city center. In an effort to get the early
release of songs and more contenders, the SKNNCC has
increased the prize monies for Road March.

For the first time in the history of Carnival, the Road March
winner will receive EC$20,000, almost doubling what it was in
2019, the last time the competition was held. The First runner-
up will receive EC$15,000 and the Second runner-up will walk
away with EC$10,000. Competition rules and regulations are
available online at www.skncarnival.com or at the Carnival
Secretariat in the E.C Daniel Building on Cayon Street.

After a two (2) year hiatus, J’ouvert Celebrations will return
to the streets of Basseterre in full on the 26th December from
5:00am to 12:00noon.
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Former Latin
American Leaders
Urge US Change On
Cuba
By Megan Janetsky

HAVANA (AP) - Eighteen former Latin American and Caribbean leaders have
signed a letter to US President Joe Biden asking The United States to remove its
six-decade embargo on Cuba in the wake of devastation inflicted by Hurricane
Ian.

The letter, shared with The Associated Press ahead of its Wednesday release,
also requests that Biden remove Cuba from its list of state sponsors of terrorism
for providing refuge to leaders of a guerrilla group that is now set to reenter peace
talks with Colombia, an American ally.

The letter comes as Cuba is suffering its worst economic, political and energy
crises of the century so far, spurring a migratory exodus from the island. It was
exacerbated by Hurricane Ian, which walloped western Cuba before hitting southern
Florida late last month.

“We ask you, Mr President, to take into account this dramatic situation that
thousands of Cubans are experiencing and do whatever is necessary to lift those
restrictions that affect the most vulnerable,” the letter reads.

Among the signatories are former Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff, two
former Colombian leaders - Juan Manuel Santos and Ernesto Samper - and former
leaders from Bolivia to Belize. All of the signers are leftists or centrists. Notably
absent were signatures from right-wing politicians, underscoring the deep divisions
that the Caribbean island still provokes in the region.

The United Nations General Assembly is scheduled to vote this week on a
resolution to condemn the trade embargo and it is expected to pass again for the
30th consecutive year.

Yet former Colombian President Ernesto Samper told The Associated Press in
an interview that he doesn’t want the letter to be viewed as a political statement.
“At this moment, what worries us is that the ones paying the cost ... are Cubans
who are going without food, medicine or electricity,” Samper told The AP.

The trade embargo was imposed in 1962 as the Cuban revolution veered toward
socialism. It has restricted Cuba’s access to a vast array of products, as well as
international aid, and financial resources.

Island officials say the restrictions have made it harder to recover from the
hurricane, which destroyed 14,000 homes and caused long-term damage to the
country’s electrical grid.

While the Obama administration eased many sanctions, they came back into
full force under the Trump administration, which justified the sanctions by re-
designating Cuba as a state sponsor for terrorism for its refusal to extradite 10
leaders of Colombia’s biggest remaining guerrilla group, the National Liberation
Army.

But that order was lifted when Colombia’s first leftist leader was inaugurated in
August and announced new peace talks with the group. The rebel leaders recently
left Cuba to hold negotiations in Venezuela.

Biden has eased a few measures, but has also been sharply critical of the
Cuban government’s harsh treatment of protesters last year - which also hardened
sentiment against concessions to the Cuban government among Cuban-Americans,
a key voting bloc in Florida. But the administration recently made a few friendly
gestures, offering $2 million in emergency relief to help with hurricane recovery.

Fully lifting the embargo would also require authorization by Congress at a time
deep of political division in The US, only made more difficult by approaching
midterm elections in which Florida is a swing state.

Thursday 29 September 2022: As a Hurricane Ian shredded Cuban flag flies aloft
children play in the seawater from the waves breaking on Malecon in Havana. Photo
credit: Ramon Espinosa (AP file).

IMPORTERS & EXPORTERS
INVITED TO 2ND EDITION
OF CARIBBEAN VIRTUAL

AGRI-FOOD TRADE
MISSION

(Basseterre, St. Kitts, November 1, 2022):
The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) is inviting

importers and exporters to participate in the 2nd edition of the Caribbean Virtual
Agri-Food Trade Mission which is set to be held from November 15-17 2022.

All agri-preneurs and agro-processors on St. Kitts and Nevis are encouraged
to take advantage of this opportunity to connect with buyers and sellers across
the Caribbean, South, Central and North America.

Eligible persons from sectors that involve the trading of fruits, vegetables,
meat, fish, crustacean and mollusks, alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages,
locally made cosmetics and more are asked to email iica.kn@iica.int or visit the
IICA office at Porte Zante for more information.

A link to register can be found on the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Marine Resources St. Kitts Facebook page.
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development.

Director: Ms. Camilla Williams
Ms. Williams has a Bachelor of Science and a double major from the University

of the West Indies (UWI) in Accounts & Economics. Ms. Williams is a former
staff member of the Central Housing Authority (CHA). She was transitioned from
CHA into the National Housing Corporation (NHC), where she is currently
employed. Ms. Williams has acquired over 26 years of in-depth knowledge of the
institution, 12 of which she spent managing the NHC Mortgage Department. In
the last six (6) years of her professional career, Ms. Williams has held professional
and community memberships. Ms. Williams is poised, competent and enthusiastic

to serve in this capacity for the advancement of the institution’s vision and objectives.

Director: Mr. Blyden Brudy
Mr. Brudy is an outstanding member of society and has contributed vastly to

nation building, particularly in youth empowerment religiously, academically and in
the sporting arena. He is the owner of and sole proprietor of Brills Ltd, located in
Newton Ground and has been instrumental in providing agricultural produce for
the local and regional markets for the past 16 years. Mr. Brudy has dedicated over
12 years of his life to the teaching fraternity, teaching Mathematics at the Sandy
Point High School from 1997 to 2009. In 2001, he attained an IWAF Level 4
Certification in Middle and Long-Distance Coaching from the University of
Technology in Jamaica and completed an advanced course in the said field in
Lima, Peru in 2006, which affords him the privilege of being an international
professional coach. He has since served as a national coach for the St. Kitts-
Nevis Amateur Athletic Association and founded the High Voltage Track Club,
where he organizes athletics programmes for children.

Development Bank of
Saint Kitts & Nevis Board
of Directors Appointed

(cont’d from page 10)
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Why The Ideology
Of The ‘New Right’
Is So Dangerous
By Dr Johannes Steizinger, PhD,
McMaster University

The so-called New Right is aiming for an
ideological renewal of right-wing politics by
focusing on cultural identity and the politics
of belonging. Here’s why that’s so ominous.

life is characterized by specific cultural practices and moral values. A personâ€™s
individual identity is thus shaped by the ethnocultural community they belong to,
according to these New Right proponents.

Passing on traditions
These proponents often invoke mythical beginnings or supposedly glorious

chapters of a community’s past, and emphasize the necessity of historical continuity
for its survival.

Cultural traditions therefore must be passed on from generation to generation
without significant changes.

Fulfilling this task is the common destiny of the members of an ethnocultural
community.

New Right advocates focused on identity politics believe that ethnocultures are
in competition with each other and their encounters lead to clashes that threaten
the collective identity of a community - a ready-made justification for violent conflicts,
including war.

The results of these struggles show the supposed inequality of the different
cultures.

Giorgia Meloni gesturing during the handover ceremony with outgoing Prime
Minister Mario Draghi at Chigi Palace in Rome in October 2022. Her political party,
which has neo-fascist roots, secured the most votes in Italy’s national election in
September. She took office as the country’s first far-right leader since the end of the
Second World War. Photo credit: Andrew Medichini (AP).

The populist radical right has been on the rise for some time, with candidates
and parties on the far-right fringe of the political spectrum reaching new heights
across the world.

The electoral successes of Donald Trump in the United States, Marine Le Pen
in France, the Alternative for Germany and, most recently, Giorgia Meloni’s Brothers
of Italy, has put the spotlight on an ideological shift: the so-called New Right.

It’s a loose network of radical right-wing activists who organize themselves in
regional initiatives such as the Alt-Right in The US, the Nouvelle Droite in France,
the Neue Rechte in Germany, and the CasaPound in Italy.

This broad movement is aiming for an ideological renewal of right-wing politics
by focusing on cultural identity and the politics of belonging. Such an approach is
called ‘metapolitical’ since it first attempts to shape how we think about and
experience our daily world, playing a long game to change the political structures
of our societies.

Identity politics
The focus on identity politics has led to a very successful rebranding of far-

right extremism. Proponents of the New Right are less committed than their
predecessors to discussing natural superiority, and try to avoid the overt racism of
traditional neo-Nazi groups, giving their political views a broader appeal.

They instead push the line that white people are oppressed in contemporary
western societies. They present themselves as ‘patriotic activists’ who are simply
concerned with responding to ‘uncontrolled immigration’, ‘anti-white discrimination’
and the ‘loss of traditions’.

One of their main enemies is globalization, against which they insist on a ‘right
to difference’ (including Alain de Benoist, one of the founders of Franceâ€™s
New Right movement) for each culture.

They reject the melding of cultures since they believe that cultures are rooted in
clearly demarcated and internally uniform social groups. This stems from their key
contention that humanity consists of a plurality of distinct ‘ethnocultures’.

Ethnocultures are organic communities to which their members belong by birth.
The family is frequently presented as the biological source of ethnocultural
communities.

The members of a community also ostensibly share a way of life. Their communal

A vandalized election campaign poster for the far-right Alternative for Germany party
showing the party’s top candidate, Oliver Kirchner, with an Adolf Hitler moustache, as
seen in Magdeburg, Germany, in June 2021. Photo credit: Markus Schreiber (AP).

Their concept of culture readily explains why the New Right is obsessed with
migration and regard it as a major threat to their political vision. Consequently, they
propagate conspiracy theories, including the ‘great replacement’ theory.

In this pernicious view, migration is depicted as a plot organized by liberal global
elites to replace the native people of western countries with foreigners. The often
proclaimed ‘right to difference’ therefore only applies to the relationships between
groups. Individual members of a certain group have to conform to its overall
character.

This segregationist agenda not only has harmful consequences for migrants,
but also for those who are seen as members of an ethnoculture. Treating cultures
as uniform can mask important differences between sub-groups within a culture,
especially the diverging interests of the group’s elite and its non-elite members.

Pro-Brexit demonstrators holding banners outside Parliament in London in December
2019. Photo credit: Kirsty Wigglesworth (AP).

(cont’d on next page)
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We saw this exploited in the
rhetoric that British people
should ‘take back control’ of
the United Kingdom through
voting for Brexit. This idea was
questionable for a number of
reasons, especially the false
implication that all members of
the group ‘the British’ would be
more powerful following Brexit.

Dangerous
The ideology of the New

Right is politically dangerous. It
also depicts an inaccurate
picture of how cultural life
works.

Cultures neither have clear
boundaries nor are they uniform
and consistent over time. They
are flexible and dynamic, in
constant interaction with each
other.

These intercultural
encounters can be opportunities
to grow and to increase both
self-understanding and an
understanding of others.

Think about the many
formative influences that other
cultures have had on Europe,
including on Christianity (which
comes from the Middle East)
and the numerical system
(which comes from India).

We should embrace the
diversity of our cultural lives,
and reject the New Right’s
attempts to further divide us.

While recent election results
in Brazil, and in The US two
years ago, may be hopeful
signs, this is a broader fight
about how we interpret the
world.

It requires more than
election victories to push back
against the dangerous
ethnocultural framing of social
conflicts that’s often embraced
by mainstream politicians.

Instead, we need convincing
counter-narratives that explain
the causes of the economic
crises we are facing and
promote solidarity as a solution
to the staggering social
inequality that undermines all
societies.

About the author: Dr
Johannes Steizinger, PhD, is
Associate Professor of
Philosophy at McMaster
University in Hamilton, Ontario.

Why The
Ideology Of The
‘New Right’ ...

He is a graduate of The
University of Vienna, which
admitted him in October 2006
to the degree of Master of Arts
(MA) in Philosophy (with
distinction), and in October 2012
to the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) in Philosophy
(with highest honours). He
specializes in post-Kantian
European philosophy of the
nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, primarily the German
tradition. He is especially
interested in political, social,
cultural, and aesthetic issues.
His areas of competence
include ethics, philosophy of
race, and Kant, and he has
published extensively on topics
such as the identitarian ideology

of the New Right,
dehumanization and Nazi
ideology, how philosophers
contributed to the justification
of Nazi racism, relativism, and
the concept of life. Dr Steizinger
joined The Conversation on 13
October 2022.

Disclosure statement: Dr
Johannes Steizinger received

(cont’d from last page)

funding from The European Research Council (Project: The
Emergence of Relativism, Grant No: 339382) to conduct his
research on far-right ideologies.

Partners: McMaster University provides funding as a
founding partner of The Conversation CA and as a member of
The Conversation CA-FR. Universities and research institutes
support The Conversation by joining as financial members to
safeguard the current service and help us improve our coverage
and features.
This article has been republished under Creative Commons licence.
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Happy 44th
Independence

Anniversary to Dominica!
OECS Media Release

Thursday, November 3, 2022 - The OECS Commission
extends its warmest congratulations to the Government and People
of Dominica, on the occasion of the nation’s 44th Anniversary on
Thursday 3rd November 2022, being celebrated under the theme
“One Dominica, One People, One Vision”.

A virtual flag-raising ceremony was held by the Commission
to commemorate the Anniversary. The ceremony featured an
address by the Director General of the OECS, Dr. Didacus Jules.

In his remarks, OECS Director General Dr. Didacus Jules
called for the collective actions of all Dominicans to address the
mounting challenges facing them and the region. Dr. Jules also
expressed gratitude for Dominica’s role in the success of the
OECS integration movement. According to him,

“I wish to also take this opportunity to reiterate the
Commission’s appreciation for the active role that Dominica
continues to play in the work of the Organisation and to express
gratitude for the country’s steadfast support, especially on matters
related to the OECS regional integration agenda.”

ILO Monitor on the World of
Work- Global labour market to
deteriorate further as Ukraine
conflict and other crises continue
Press release | 31 October 2022

GENEVA (ILO News) -The outlook for global labour markets has worsened in recent months
and on current trends job vacancies will decline and global employment growth will deteriorate
significantly in the final quarter of 2022, according to a new ILO report.

Rising inflation is causing real wages to fall in many countries. This comes on top of significant
declines in income during the COVID-19 crisis, which in many countries affected low-income
groups most.

The ILO Monitor on the World of Work. 10th edition, finds that worsening labour market conditions
are affecting both employment creation and the quality of jobs, pointing out that â€œthere are
already data suggesting a sharp labour market slowdown.â€€ Labour market inequalities are likely
to increase, contributing to a continued divergence between developed and developing economies.

“We need a strong commitment to initiatives such as the UN Global Accelerator on Jobs and
Social Protection, which would create 400 million jobs and extend social protection to the four billion
people who are currently unprotected.”
Gilbert F. Houngbo, ILO Director-General

According to the Monitor, “a set of multiple and overlapping crises, compounded by the Ukraine
war and subsequent negative spill over effects, have materialized over 2022 which are deeply
impacting the world of work”. The effects are being felt through food and energy inflation, declining
real wages, growing inequality, shrinking policy options and higher debt in developing countries. A
slowdown in economic growth and aggregate demand will also reduce demand for workers as
uncertainty and worsening expectations affect hiring.

“Tackling this deeply worrying global employment situation, and preventing a significant global
labour market downturn, will require comprehensive, integrated and balanced policies both nationally
and globally,” said ILO Director-General, Gilbert F. Houngbo. “We need the implementation of a
broad set of policy tools, including interventions in the prices of public goods; the rechannelling of
windfall profits; strengthening income security through social protection; increasing income support;
and targeted measures to assist the most vulnerable people and enterprises.

“We need a strong commitment to initiatives such as the UN Global Accelerator on Jobs and
Social Protection , which would help countries create 400 million jobs and extend social protection to
the four billion people who are currently unprotected. And a rapid end to the conflict in Ukraine, as
demanded in the resolutions of the ILO Governing Body, would further contribute to improving the
global employment situation.”

At the beginning of 2022 the number of global hours worked was recovering strongly, notably in
higher-skilled occupations and among women. However, this was driven by an increase in informal
jobs, jeopardizing the 15-year trend towards formalization. The situation worsened over the course
of the year and in the third quarter of 2022 ILO estimates are that the level of hours worked was 1.5
per cent below pre-pandemic levels, amounting to a deficit of 40 million full-time jobs.

Ukraine
In addition to the terrible humanitarian cost, the war in Ukraine has had a dramatic negative

impact on the country’s economy and labour market. The ILO estimates that employment in 2022
will be 15.5 per cent (2.4 million jobs) below the 2021, pre-conflict, level. This projection is not as
low as the ILO’s estimate in April 2022, soon after the conflict began, that 4.8 million jobs would be

lost . The positive change is a consequence of the reduction in the
number of areas of Ukraine under occupation or with active
hostilities. However, this partial labour market recovery is modest
and highly fragile, the Monitor says.

The large number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) and
refugees looking for jobs in Ukraine and elsewhere adds to the
challenges and is likely to create downward pressure on wages,
the report warns.

The report estimates that 10.4 per cent of the country’s total
pre-war workforce are now refugees in other countries. This group
of 1.6 million is overwhelmingly women, with many having worked
previously in the education, health and social care sectors. A recent
survey found that, so far, 28 per cent of the Ukrainian refugees
surveyed had found waged or self-employment in their host
countries.

The effects of the conflict are being felt in neighbouring
countries’ labour markets which could lead to political and labour
market destabilization in these countries. Further away, in Central
Asia and globally, they are being reflected in higher and more
volatile prices and increased food insecurity and poverty.

Coping with multiple crises
The report calls for social dialogue to be used to create the

policies necessary to counter the labour market downturn. These
should not just react to inflation but focus on the broader
implications for employment, enterprises, and poverty. The report
warns against excessive policy tightening which could cause “undue
damage to jobs and incomes in both advanced and developing
countries.”
Source: ILO Newsroom
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 - INSIDE SCOOPS -

By Vigilante

FAIR SHARE FOR ALL

SCOOPS

* Dey say dat de Capital letter tek it mek run
way.  Dey say dat is up by de king dey gone because
dey father from Montserrat and dey have a passport
from de king.
* De EBS tek it mek run way too.  Dey say dat
Mable is who organize de getaway because no
money dere to pay for all dem fifty cent land dat
dey buy.
* Dey say dat de EBS and Mable did on de
peace and de PAP.  But dey say dat is some fake
name dey did using.
* After all de talk on de pulpit bout contract,
dey say not even a letter de holy man had.
* Dey say dat de holy lady say dat she couldna
find de contract.  But dem she say she find it but it
never sign.
* De monkey man say dat he ain’t know nutten
bout no contract and dey must ask de EBS.
* De EBS say dat is Humpty Dumpty dat sign
de contract.  And she say dat she and Mable did
dere as witness.
* De street say dat if is so much a money
Humpty Dumpty people dem did getting and de
ting never had no money, FBI and Scotland Yard
must look into how much he, Humpty Dumpty gone
wid from de Treasury.
* Dey say dat de other bank need to look into
how much de rest famalay dem pay for people house
dat EBS dem tek way and sell.
* Humpty Dumpty buy bout three house in de
east and some in de west from de bank and is next
to nutten he pay for dem.  And ain’t he money dat
pay for dem.

Anyone who is surprised to find out
that Unity was finding creative ways
to give their families and supporters
in the inner circle millions of dollars
for nothing, doesn’t understand the
mindset of those who were at the helm
of the government.

Douglas knew and understood
Timothy.  That is why so much time,
effort and money had to be spent on
attacking Dr Douglas, so that Timothy
could be seen as a viable alternative.
But because a leopard can’t change
its spots, it didn’t take long for the
warning given about Timothy by his
nephew to define him.

The politician that typified Unity is
the kind that pillaged and plundered
many African nations, many Caribbean
islands and many South American
countries.  They had one objective
after getting into power.  That was
getting wealthy by any means.

Their modus operandi is the same.
Give the people the crumbs while they
enrich themselves, their families and
inner circles through all sorts of
overinflated projects.  For a while the
people are satisfied with the crumbs.
But only for a while.

And that is why Unity, which
sounded so perfect, didn’t even last
two terms.  If the politicians in Unity
had been honest and had the best
interest of the federation at heart, the
Timothy Harris led government would
have lasted one year.  They would
have abandoned the government when
they realized how much racketeering
and corruption were taking place.

But all of them went down Church
Street and saw how they could milk
this cash cow.  They set up
companies.  Their close family
members and friends set up
companies.  They sold ice.  They
rented tents.  They sold water.  They
rented out heavy equipment.

They sold passports.  They sold

cement and concrete.  They set up
construction companies and built huts
and prisons and condos.  Now among
the  noveau riche, they no longer had
to buy shoes nor watches.  They no
longer had to buy anything.  The
Treasury paid their way.

That is why now we are hearing that
there are no surpluses after surpluses
after surpluses.  We are learning that
the country is actually in the red.  We
are being told that a particular bank had
to be rescued from certain collapse for
how it was being used as a cash cow.

Again, no surprise there.
We remember how senior people in

the ministry of finance threatened to
resign if a certain finance minister was
not moved.  This was before 2015.
This person wanted to boast about all
these surpluses so that bills were not
paid or were not paid on time.

So we can only imagine the financial
gymnastics and maneuvering that went
on for seven years in the Treasury, the
Development Bank, National Bank and
Social Security.  That is why annual
reports became non-existent and certain
directors have fled the country.

That is why I am happy to hear that
the Integrity in Public Life Act will
become a reality before year end.  We
must keep politicians and others in high
places accountable to us who gave them
a job.

We want our beloved Labour Party
to be in power for a long time so we
have to keep their feet to the fire.  If
they are still not answering our calls or
messages, they have to find a way to
do so.  I know that this is the first time
in government for the majority of them
but by now they should have devised a
way in which to respond when their
constituents contact them.

We know that whenever real progress
happens in the federation, it is because
the real Labour Party is in government.
That is why I might grumble but I am
sticking with my Labour.

RED, BLACK AND
SURPLUSES
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T20 World Cup: Shadab
Khan-inspired Pakistan
beat South Africa to
avoid elimination
By Matthew Henry
BBC Sport at the SCG

From the sectionCricket  BBC
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Group 2, Sydney
Pakistan 185-9 (20 overs): Shadab 52 (22), Iftikhar 51 (35); Nortje 4-41
South Africa 108-9 (14 overs): Bavuma 36 (19); Shaheen 3-14
Pakistan won by 33 runs (DLS)

Pakistan boosted their slim hopes of progressing in the Men’s T20 World Cup
with a brilliantly frenetic win against South Africa at the Sydney Cricket Ground.

Pakistan launched a recovery from 48-4 to post 185-9 and then took regular
wickets to deny South Africa in a chase shortened by rain to win by 33 runs on the
Duckworth-Lewis-Stern method.

The result means Pakistan can still qualify for the semi-finals but need to beat
Bangladesh on Sunday and hope South Africa fail to beat the Netherlands or India
lose to Zimbabwe.

They are indebted to Shadab Khan and Iftikhar Ahmed, who combined for a
wild partnership of 82 from 35 balls.

Shadab smashed 52 from 22 balls and Iftikhar a 35-ball 51 in an infectious
display of hitting, to the delight of a raucous, Pakistan-dominated crowd.

Then, after Temba Bavuma and Aiden Markram put on 49 in 27 balls to give
South Africa hope, leg-spinner Shadab removed both within three deliveries.

Rain arrived soon after, with the target reduced to 142 off 14 overs, South
Africa needing 73 off 30 balls from 69-4.

Heinrich Klaasen hinted at an improbable Proteas win by striking three fours in
his first four balls after the restart but his dismissal, caught off Shaheen Afridi,
allowed Pakistan to clinically close out the match.

Previously unbeaten South Africa would have been the first side to confirm a
semi-final spot had they won but will still go through by beating the Netherlands on
Sunday.

Pakistan could go through if they beat Bangladesh and South Africa-Netherlands
is washed out. The two sides would then be level on six points, but Pakistan would
go through by having three wins to the Proteas’ two.

Shadab keeps Pakistan in the hunt
Pakistan struggles in this World Cup have largely been down to their batting,

including when they failed to chase 131 in a one-run defeat by Zimbabwe.
They looked to be heading the same way again when Mohammad Rizwan

played on to Wayne Parnell in the first over and their other out-of-form talisman,
captain Babar Azam, was well caught running back from mid-wicket by Kagiso
Rabada off the bowling of Lungi Ngidi.

But from 48-4 after 6.3 overs, Shadab and Iftikhar launched a thrilling counter-
attack.

Shadab whipped three fours and four sixes, including clear the ropes off
successive deliveries from fast bowler Anrich Nortje, who took 4-41 amid the
bedlam.

Iftikhar swung Ngidi for a 106m six over the leg-side - the longest hit of the
tournament.

Right-hander Shadab’s fifty was reached in just 21 balls, making it Pakistan’s
second fastest in T20s.

South Africa did not help themselves. They dropped four catches in the manic
second half of the innings, in which 117 runs were scored.

It allowed Pakistan to reach a score far greater than should have been possible,
which is where the match was lost from the Proteas perspective.

“We didn’t adapt well enough,” said South Africa captain Temba Bavuma.
“We had them five wickets down early but then allowed them to get that formidable
score.

“We want to put this game behind us as quickly as possible and make sure we
are back at our best mentally for the next game.”

South Africa succumb to Pakistan pace attack

Pakistan’s bowlers once again impressed.
An already challenging target was made more difficult when Quinton de Kock

was caught for a five-ball duck in the first over trying to heave Shaheen, who also
had the dangerous Rilee Rossouw caught at deep third in his next over.

The Bavuma-Markram stand was the only point Pakistan were pushed back,
Bavuma stepping across and swinging a towering six over fine leg en route to 36
from 19 balls.

But Shadab had captain Bavuma caught behind with his first ball and bowled
Markram for 20 with one that skidded on.

After the rain, Tristan Stubbs smacked the second ball for six but the wickets
they had already lost was always going to make the chase tough.

A steepling catch off Klaasen’s leading edge was well taken by Mohammad
Wasim off Shaheen, who claimed 3-14 overall, and Stubbs pulled Naseem Shah’s
slower bouncer to deep square-leg.

South Africa finished on 108-9 but have another chance at progression in their
own hands, while Pakistan are relying on other results.

“I am very happy the way the team performed,” said Pakistan captain Babar
Azam. “The first two matches we lost and they cost us but the way the team has
played in the last two games, they always give us 100%.

“Cricket is a funny game and you never know what can happen. Let’s hope for
the best.”

Jayden Seales: Sussex
bring in West Indies fast
bowler for first part of
2023
Last updated on3 November 20223 November 2022.
From the sectionCricket

Jayden Seales is regarded as one of West Indies’ most promising young fast bowlers

West Indies fast bowler Jayden
Seales has agreed to join Sussex for the
first three months of the 2023 season.

The Trinidad-born 21-year-old made
his Test debut against South Africa in
June 2021 and has gone on to play nine
Tests, taking 36 wickets.

He became the youngest bowler
ever to take five wickets in a Test for
the West Indies after returning figures
of 5-55 against Pakistan in August 2021.

He will be able to play in both the
County Championship and T20 Blast.

“As a young fast-bowler, I want to
expose myself to as many different
conditions and challenges as possible,”
Seales told the Sussex website.

“I can’t wait to test myself in England
and hopefully contribute to a winning

start for Sussex in both Championship
and T20 cricket.”

Sussex performance director Keith
Greenfield added: “Securing a quality
overseas fast/seam bowler was hugely
important us for the start of next
summer, particularly in Championship
cricket, so to secure Jayden ahead of
others is fantastic for us.

“Those who have played against him
and seen him at close quarters have been
impressed by his skills and appetite for
bowling.

“He has certainly started
impressively in Test cricket, and it is also
great that he wants to play County
cricket and knows how important it can
be for him going forward.”


