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As Predicted A
Pandora’s Box

Has Been
Opened

Once again, our beloved country finds itself under very dark
clouds of shame and embarrassment. Information from sources
in middle eastern countries, amongst others, attest to the ongoing
corruptions of persons holding office in our public sector.

These ‘developments’ should not be surprising to any of us,
because we have been warned, time and again, that persons in
the entity which used to masquerade as ‘team unity’ were indulging
in all kinds of self-enriching malpractices.

Indeed, in our editorial of Friday 29 March 2019, (captioned
“The Worsening Stench Of Corruption”) we again tried to alert
the people of St Kitts and Nevis to the what was going on with
regard to the Citizen By Investment (CBI) programme, and the
damaging impact it was all going to have on us.

On that occasion we sought to draw lessons from the case of
an open international meeting pertaining to financial services and
other related matters which had taken place at a Mid-East venue,
and during the course of which one speaker had invited a panelist
to address a particular concern by asking him if he would talk
about ‘the tom-foolery’ going on in the Caribbean, especially in
relation to real estate matters, switching of applications, and such
like, stating that it was so important that they really needed to
talk about it.

The panelist had responded by stating that the year (2018)
which they had just passed through, and the one which was then
‘ahead’ (2019), were going to prove ‘troublesome’. He had
continued thus: “A lot of truth is going to come out, and it is not
going to be nice. It’s probably going to implicate heads of
government and heads of programmes, and it is going to implicate
millions of dollars which are going to be lost.”

As we noted, in a voice obviously full of anguish he, the same
panelist, made the telling observation that “The people who are
going to pay the price are the poor people of these islands.”

How truly prophetic were those words!
Having spoken in general terms, the panelist then went on to

speak more specifically. “For more than a year now we have
been informing the governments, mostly ST KITTS.” He
explained that they have been approached, time and again, by
persons ‘shopping’ for service providers of a particular type,
and upon examination, it had turned out that those providers
were involved in seriously fraudulent activities, especially of the

type which robbed our countries of hundreds of
millions of dollars.

The panelist had gone on to point out that
they had been informing the government of St
Kitts about those practices, and their concerns,
for a very long time, but NO action had been
taken to deal with those matters. To the contrary,
what they found when they dug deeper into the
matter, especially where the (so-called)
‘Hurricane Relief Fund’ was concerned, he
emphasised, was that, up to that point in time,
more than three hundred (300) applicants had
been ‘directed’ to switch their applications to
another programme, an action which deprived
the country of considerable amounts of money.

We ask: “What other legitimate programme
was that?”

As we observed then, another member of the
panel had stated that, whenever they tried to raise
the concerns with persons on St Kitts they were
met with a response along the lines of ‘what are
you worrying about? The ‘government’ is getting
its share.’ We further observed that the panelist
who made that input, in response to the statement
that the government was getting its share, had
clinched the point by stating: “Perhaps, but the
people are getting the short end of the stick!”

The government was getting it’s share!?! That
means that some other person or persons were
also getting their share. Who were they? What
were the proportions? How much was being lost
to the people of St Kitts and Nevis?

He also revealed that the previous November
(2018) they, along with service providers on the
island, had informed government of the fraud,
but, until that time, there had been NO response
from the government re what were quite
obviously ‘white collar’ crimes.

He had gone on to state, quite categorically,
that the governmental authorities in ST KITTS
were ‘playing the deaf ear’.

The first panelist had then pointed out that

the case in ST KITTS was opening a Pandora
Box, and he reiterated that things were going
to get worse, as more and more persons are
showing an inclination to go along the route of
the ‘white collar crimes’. How prophetic! How
accurate!

He had assessed the then prevailing and
growing practices as constituting a ‘great
threat’, and had further stated that both the
government and agents were unscrupulous. He
had also expressed his amazement that such
corrupt practices could still be going on in this
day and age, and so openly!

It was also his assessment that such
practices could only exist, and persist, if
permitted from the government side.

Very interestingly, another panelist had
stressed that it was a fair assumption that
involvement by government figures was at the
higher levels.

Recent disclosures concerning the behaviors
of certain high-ranking politicians and
‘functionaries’ attest to the fact that the
‘Pandora’s Box’ has indeed been opened, a
most telling case in point being the disclosure
of information pertaining to attempts to raise
over three billion dollars (EC) with which to
construct a (supposedly) thirty-million-dollar
(EC) prison.

Question: Who is pocketing the extra two
billion seven hundred thousand dollars?

 That is most certainly a huge scandal,
indeed the biggest ever!

Once again it is our duty to warn the
electorate of this country that it is incumbent
upon us to rid ourselves of this scourge. Failure
to do so will have detrimental effects for
generations to come.

We must rid our country of the governing
regime. We simply cannot afford to fail.
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SKNLP Claims Pay To
Register To Vote
“Corrupt Behaviour”
Among Other Issues

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (May 2022)- “The bold and open display of corrupt
behavior where persons are brought in to register by the scores and are lining up to
be paid following their registration, all in plain sight of observers and within the
vicinity of the Electoral Office.”

This above is one of seven areas of concerns raised by the opposition St.Kitts-
Nevis Labour Party relating to what has been summed up as in a press statement
on ‘Electoral Office Matters’ issued 16th May 2022, claiming that there is evidence
in such matters.

Notably, on Friday 13th May, this media house observed shortly after 6:00PM
individuals gathered outside and within the area of Electoral Office on Central
Street in Basseterre as the office appeared to be opened beyond its usual working
hours. Some of the SKNLP candidates such as Dr. Geoffrey Hanley, Konris
Maynard and Dr. Denzil Douglas were seen moving about in monitoring mode.

SKNLP Leader Dr. Terrance Drew has been making visits to the office area.
“The St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party is disturbed and alarmed at the irregularities

taking place in and around the vicinity of the Electoral Office. It appears that the
Supervisor of Elections, Mr. Elvin Bailey, continues to abuse his position and is
bent on assisting certain members of government in using the Electoral Office to
determine the outcome of the upcoming election,” the recent statement read.

As reported: “Recently, the St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party met with the Supervisor
of Elections to raise our concerns, but to date, there has been no attempt in evidence
to address the many concerns we have raised.

Instead, the number of infractions at the Electoral Office continues to increase
that are in many ways reminiscent of the irregularities and illegalities that took
place leading up to and during the general elections of June 5, 2020.

The SKNLP is claiming that â€œFrom our own observations and evidence in
our possession the following activities taking place at the Electoral Office have
given rise to the perception that there is wanton corruption taking place in the
electoral system...”

Listed are:
i. The discriminatory way in which the Electoral Office refuses to print National

ID cards for select persons registered to vote;
ii. The intimidation and discourteous treatment of citizens standing in line to

register by unauthorized figuresdispatched by members of the Prime Minister of
St. Kitts and Nevis’ party, the Peoples Labour Party (PLP);

iii. Evidence of illegal transfers of names on the voter’s list to areas where
voters are not resident;

iv. The bold and open display of corrupt behavior where persons are brought in
to register by the scores and are lining up to be paid following their registration, all
in plain sight of observers and within the vicinity of the Electoral Office;

v. The operation of the Electoral Office well after working hours when certain
well-known gangsters are seen registering unknown persons and collecting batches
of ID cards from the office.

vi. The non-publication of the monthly lists depicting the names of the new
voters who have been registered during the period and the names of those who
have been transferred;

vii. The non-publication of the Report of the objections process that took place
in March 2022.

According to the SKNLP: “These practices and illegalities must cease. The
subversion must cease. The wanton corruption of our electoral system must cease.
Democracy is a fragile treasure that every citizen must value and demand that it
be respected and preserved.”

The party is calling on Supervisor of Elections Elvin Bailey, Attorney General
Vincent Byron and the Electoral Commission “to ensure that the business of the
Electoral Office is conducted in accordance with the principles of impartiality and
fairness and in full compliance with the laws and procedures of St. Kitts and Nevis.”

Front Page Image: A look at individual gathered outside and within the
vicinity of the Electoral Office located on Central Street in Basseterre
on Friday 13th May 2022 shortly after 6:00PM (Spokesman Snap)
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Waste recycling
promotions
continue both on
St. Kitts and on
Nevis

BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS, May 19, 2022 (MMS-SKN)
— The St. Kitts and Nevis Solid Waste Management and
Recycling Project, which is a partnership between the Federal
Government of St. Kitts and Nevis and the Government of the
Republic of China (Taiwan) has stepped up its waste recycling

promotions following its launch
earlier this year.

According to Project
Manager, Ms Joyce Chang, the
three-year (July 29, 2021 to July
28, 2024) US$1 million Solid
Waste Management and
Recycling Project had already
executed a number of activities
before it was officially launched
on Friday March 4. The first
was a beach clean-up on
Saturday October 9 last year in
honour of Taiwan’s National
Day that is normally observed
on October 10 (Double Ten
Day), which was on a Sunday.

She pointed out that St. Kitts
and Nevis produces 32,363
metric tons of waste per year
(1.67 kg/person/day), which is
much higher than the global
average of 0.99kg in Latin
America and the Caribbean,
and added that it causes the
landfill to be overloaded. Other
recycling activities, held before
the project’s official launch,
were executed both on St. Kitts
and on Nevis.

Earth Day which is
observed on April 22 fell on a
Friday this year, but the St. Kitts
and Nevis Solid Waste
Management and Recycling
Project team made up of
officers from the Taiwan
Technical Mission led by Ms
Chang, and accompanied by
Ms Crystal Lin-Chun Ou, Third
Secretary at the Republic of
China (Taiwan) Embassy in St.
Kitts, joined volunteers from the
St. Kitts and Nevis Clean Seas
for a beach clean-up at Conaree
on Sunday April 24.

At the end of the beach
clean-up a total of 311 pounds
of garbage in 19 bags were
collected. There were 36
volunteers, and according to
Executive Coordinator of the

(cont’d on next  page)

Project Manager Ms Joyce Chang, of St. Kitts and Nevis Solid Waste Management and Recycling Project,
addressing volunteers from the St. Kitts and Nevis Clean Seas during the beach clean-up at Conaree
held on Sunday April 24.
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Ripple Institute SKN, Ms P’Della’P Stanley, who thanked all
stakeholders including the Taiwan ICDF, the activity aimed at
mobilising the youths in St. Kitts and Nevis by equipping them
with the proper tools and training to become active guardians of
the coastal areas in their communities through environmental
monitoring, tree planting and clean-up activities.

Another big activity for the St. Kitts and Nevis Solid Waste
Management and Recycling Project was at the St. Kitts Agriculture
Open Day which was held on two days, Thursday and Friday 28-
29 April, where the Taiwan Technical Mission had a large booth
which attracted scores of show-goers and as was crowd-puller
to students who stopped by to learn a thing or two about recycling.

“During the two open days we saw many children and students
come to our booth and when I asked them what recycling is and
why recycling is important, many raised their hands to tell me that
they know,” observed Ms Chang. “They told me that they were
aware that if the garbage can be reused to a new product, that
process is called recycling. Their teachers are already educating
them about recycling and they know it is very good for our
environment and our communities.”

The St. Kitts and Nevis Solid Waste Management and
Recycling Project will be joining other stakeholders on Friday May
20, at the Independence Square in Basseterre, when the research
project, Improving Household Nutrition Security and Public Health
in the CARICOM (also known as Food and Nutrition (FaN)
project) which was conducted by the University of the West Indies’
Caribbean Institute for Health Research holds a public exhibition
to mark the end of the project.

The following day Saturday May 21, will see the dedicated
team from the St. Kitts and Nevis Solid Waste Management and
Recycling Project travel over to Nevis where they will join the
local Ministry of Tourism at the Fun Day and Food Fair to be held
under the auspices of Exposition Nevis Festival at the Malcolm
Guishard Recreational Park in Pinney’s starting from 11:00 a.m.

According to Ms Chang, such high profile events attract large
numbers of people who consume foods and drinks and end up
generating large amounts of garbage which when not disposed of
in the right way will be detrimental to the country’s environment,
which the St. Kitts and Nevis Solid Waste Management and
Recycling Project has vowed to protect by educating people on
the right way of discarding waste through recycling.

“We will also be launching a recycling campaign in recognition
of World Environment Day celebrations at the Newtown Playfield

Waste recycling
promotions continue
both on St. Kitts and
on Nevis

Project Manager Ms Joyce Chang (left) seen explaining to
secondary school students how garbage is classified for the purpose
of recycling at the Agriculture Open Day 2022 held on Thursday and
Friday 28-29 April.

Officers from the Taiwan Technical Mission and volunteers from the St. Kitts and Nevis Clean Seas pose
for a group picture after a successful beach clean-up that collected 311 pounds of garbage in 19 bags.

parking lot on Saturday June 4 in St. Kitts, and in Nevis on Saturday
June 11 at the Delta Petroleum parking lot from 9 a.m. to 12.00
noon on both days,” stated Ms Chang.

While inviting members of the general public to join in the this
noble exercise, Ms Chang made the following appeal: “The general
public is kindly asked to bring clean plastic bottles and metal cans

to our pop-up sites where the
top ten contributors by weight
can win valuable prizes. We
welcome you to join us in
improving our environment by
going green - Let’s recycle!”

(cont’d from last page)
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Well-Known Chinese
Businessman Dies
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Wednesday 18th May 2022)-A well-
known Chinese businessman, who had
been residing in St.Kitts-Nevis for more
than seven (7), has died.

‘Sam’ is the name of the deceased
individual who owned and operated a

supermarket located in John England
Village along the island main road in the
St. Peter’s community.

Many people would also remember
him at a restaurant he owned and
operated along Cayon Street in
Basseterre.

Speaking to a reliable source, it has
been shared that Sam is said to have
suffered a seizure and was pronounced
dead at the Joseph N. France General
Hospital.

Notably, a rumour that he was
electrocuted from a refrigerator is not
true, according to information reaching
this publication.

As understood, the fatal incident
happened on Sunday 15th May 2022.

Members of the community,
customers, workers as well as Sam’s
wife gathered outside the supermarket
on Wednesday 18th May for a candle
light vigil in his memory.

In general, customers upon reflecting
about Sam’s personality continue to

express sadness for the business owner
who is said to have been very friendly
and kind to those who visited his place
of business, especially his regular
shoppers.

Additionally, Sam, as some customers
recall, allowed them to leave with goods
if they were short of the overall balance
without him making a fuss or demanding
they settle the full amount or without
them having to put back an item in such
a case.

‘Sam was cool’ and ‘Sam got along
with everybody’ are two popular phrases
echoed by those saddened by his
passing.
Photo: Deceased well-known
businessman Sam
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The Eastern Caribbean
Securities Regulatory
Commission (ECSRC) advises
the public in the member
countries of the Eastern
Caribbean Currency Union that
any person or company that is
engaged in providing advice on
securities, or are holding
themselves out as carrying on
that business must be licensed

The Eastern Caribbean
Securities Regulatory

under the Securities Act 2001.
The ECSRC cautions members

of the public that it is an offence
under the Act to engage in the
business of Investment advising
without holding a licence granted
by the ECSRC.

Investors and potential
investors are advised to seek
investment advice only from a
licensed Investment adviser.
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Prisoner
Escapes
From HMP
Days After
Recapture
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Wednesday 18th May 2022)-An
inmate of Her Majesty’s Prison (HMP)
in Basseterre has escaped fifteen (15)
days after he was captured after being
on the run for more than fifteen (15)
days when he first fled police custody.

The escapee is 20-year-old Jesus
Valdez, a resident of Market Street in
Basseterre who originally hails from his
birthplace, the Dominican Republic.

A police statement issued on Tuesday
17th May, informed that Valdez escaped
custody on May 16, 2022. Reportedly,
he was on remand at the prison after
being charged for the offence of assault.

He is described as having a fair
complexion, black hair, brown eyes with
a slim built and 5’ 4” in height. Also, his
date of birth is given as 01-02-2002.

Police informed about Valdez via an
escaped prisoner bulletin on Thursday
14th April when he first escaped. Then
on Friday 29th April, a wanted posted
was issued with warrant for his arrest.
He was then asked to present himself
to the nearest police station.

In providing an update then on
Monday 2nd May, police informed that
Valdez was in police custody following
a joint operation by officers of The
Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police
Force and Her Majesty’s Prison.

Reportedly, he was captured back
then along the coastline in the C.A. Paul
Southwell Industrial Site area sometime
before 9 p.m. on April 30 which puts it
at 16 days after he had escaped.

Police are asking anyone who sees
him or knows of Valdez’s whereabouts
to contact Her Majesty’s Prison at 465-
2241 ext. 4386, the Basseterre Police
Station at 465-2241, the nearest police
station or the crime hotline by dialing
707.
Photo: Prison escapee 20-year-old Jesus
Valdez (Police Photo)
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PRESS RELEASE - 17-05/22
EASTERN CARIBBEAN

TELECOMMUNICATIONS AUTHORITY
(ECTEL)

ECTEL’s Story Must
be Known

Castries - Saint Lucia â€“ 17th May 2022 - “Before
liberalisation, Cable & Wireless had exclusive long-term licences
and provided all telecommunications services (local and
international) in all OECS states; high tariffs even on local calls;
no regulations and no recourse for consumers”; so said the feature
speaker, Dr. James (Jimmy) Fletcher, as he skillfully recounted
the journey of the Eastern Caribbean Telecommunications
Authority (ECTEL) at its Inaugural Anniversary Lecture on May
4, 2022. The theme for the lecture in observance of ECTEL’s
22nd Anniversary was â€œThe Electronic Communications Bill:
From Liberalisation to Digital Transformation”.

Dr. Fletcher, the Managing Director of SOLORICON and
former Chairman of ECTEL’s Council of Ministers, gave a riveting
lecture that highlighted the many tangible benefits of liberalisation
to residents of ECTEL’s Member States.  He explained that it is
important for the public to understand how ECTEL paved the
way for other service providers to enter the electronic
communications market in the region, and how, because of the
competition, consumers were able to enjoy a reduction in prices
and an improvement in the services being offered.  Dr. Fletcher
noted that it is also vitally important for ECTEL’s story to be told,
because when it was formed it was the first of its kind in the
world - a multi-country telecommunications regulator; this he said
is a significant achievement.

He went on to emphasise the urgent need for the Governments
of ECTEL’s five Member States, namely the Commonwealth of
Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia and St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, to pass and effectively implement

the Electronic Communications Bill, also known as the EC Bill.
On 18th February 2021, the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis
passed the Electronic Communications Act (EC Act).  “It is not
right for a sector that is moving at the pace that this one is moving
to take 13 years to finalise an Electronic Communications Bill.
Pass the legislation and amend it as we go along,” said Dr. Fletcher.
He closed his address by saying that “we are poised to move
ahead with this digital economy because we have a very sturdy,
stable and reliable regulator, and a populace, especially our youth
who are entrepreneurial, and as such, we have to create an
opportunity for them to take advantage of those spaces that the
digital economy is creating.”

Also on hand to deliver the opening remarks was the current
Chairman of ECTEL’s Council of Ministers and Senior Minister
in the Ministry of Infrastructure, Ports, Transport, Physical
Development and Urban Renewal in Saint Lucia, Honourable
Stephenson King.

According to Minister King:
“No organisation can be successful without dedicated, visionary,

highly motivated and committed people.  As I congratulate ECTEL,
I want to recognise the late Prime Minister Roosevelt Douglas of
the Commonwealth of Dominica, Prime Minister Dr. the
Honourable Keith Mitchell of Grenada, former Prime Minister
Dr. Denzil L. Douglas of St Kitts and Nevis, former Prime Minister
Dr. The Honourable Kenny D. Anthony of Saint Lucia and the
late former Prime Minister James Mitchell of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines; the five Prime Ministers who signed the ECTEL
Treaty back in 2000.  They had the foresight to recognise that, as
a whole, the ECTEL Member States could accomplish more for
their citizens than any one Member State could alone.”

Some of ECTEL’s achievements over the years which were
brought to the fore during Minister King’s remarks included:

(i) ECTEL’s commitment to affordable electronic
communications services for all, and its recommendations for
reductions in the price of fixed services and the slowing of potential
increases in mobile and broadband services.  This year, ECTEL
recommended new mobile safeguards, which require all mobile
service providers to inform customers when they are using a
service out of plan, to reduce the likelihood of a customer

unknowingly depleting their
prepaid credit;

(ii) in 2007, ECTEL
recommended a framework for
Universal Service Funds in all
the Member States, and has
worked with the five National
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Regulatory Commissions
(NTRCs) to develop a
Universal Service Fund in each
Member State.  The USF, as it
is called, allows for fees
collected from service
providers to be used to fund
projects aimed at expanding
affordable access to electronic
communications services and
devices.  Since the launch of
the USFs, a number of low-
income households, persons
with disabilities, schools,
community access points, and
health centres, have benefited
from free or low-cost, high-
quality internet access.  The
continuing need for the USF
was emphasised during the
COVID-19 pandemic, and
several students were able to
participate in remote learning
using devices and subsidised
services provided by the USF;
and

(iii) in 2019, ECTEL
implemented Mobile Number
Portability across all Member
States.  This was a significant
milestone in the development of
the sector, as number portability
provides benefits to service
providers and consumers alike.
Consumers are now free to
change service provider and
keep their mobile number,
relieving them of the
aggravation of having to notify
family, friends, and clients that
their number has changed.
Mobile number portability also
lowers the barriers to market
entry, as a new service provider
may find it easier to attract
customers if they can keep
their numbers.

The Lecture can be seen in
its entirety at https://youtu.be/
SwbSOEDCMCQ.  Also,
follow us at www.ectel.int or
@ectel on Facebook and
YouTube and @ectelauthority
on Instagram and Twitter for
more information about our
work.

-  RELEASES -
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ILO/UNICEF:
Social
Protection
Contributes To
Reducing Child
Labour

GENEVA (ILO News) - Social protection reduces family
poverty and vulnerability, thereby diminishing key drivers of child
labour, according to a new report by the International Labour
Organization (ILO) and the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF).

The role of social protection in the elimination of child labour:
Evidence review and policy implications, presents evidence from
a number of studies conducted since 2010 that show how social
protection - by helping families cope with economic or health
shocks - reduces child labour and facilitates schooling.

However, too little progress
has been made in ensuring that
all children enjoy social
protection, says the study.
Worldwide, 73.6 per cent, or
some 1.5 billion children, aged
0-14, receive no family or child
cash benefits. This large
protection gap must be closed
and closed rapidly, the report
says.

“There are many reasons to
invest in universal social
protection but eliminating child
labour has to be one of the most
compelling, given its pernicious
impact on children’s rights and
wellbeing,” said Guy Ryder,
ILO Director-General.

Governments have a range
of policies they can deploy to
promote social protection. If
policymakers do not act
decisively, the COVID-19
pandemic, ongoing conflict,
rising poverty, and climate
change will only increase the
prevalence of child labour, the
study says.

More than 160 million
children worldwide - 1 in 10 children aged 5-17 - are still engaged
in child labour, and progress has stalled since 2016. These trends
were present even before the COVID-19 crisis. It is estimated
that without mitigation strategies, the number of children in child
labour could rise by 8.9 million by the end of 2022, due to higher
poverty and increased vulnerability.

“There are many reasons to invest in universal social protection
but eliminating child labour has to be one of the most compelling.”

Guy Ryder, ILO Director-General
To strengthen social protection systems for the prevention and

elimination of child labour, the report makes a number of
recommendations:

* Close the social protection coverage gap for children. This
means prioritizing child benefits, as well as extending social
protection to the two billion workers in the informal economy,
thereby supporting their transition from the informal to the formal
economy.

* Build integrated social protection systems. Reducing child
labour will be easier if countries have a social protection system
that provides adequate benefits throughout the life cycle, from
child and family benefits, maternity and unemployment benefits
to old-age pensions, as well as health protection.

* Ensure that the design of social protection programmes
is inclusive and child-labour sensitive. This will help maximise child
labour reduction and requires:

o Implementing child and family benefits that reach all
households with children, especially those in situations of greatest
vulnerability.

o Making it easy for caregivers to receive their social
protection benefits by simplifying registration procedures and
providing different benefit payment mechanisms

o Complementing social protection programmes with
increased investment in universal, quality, basic education and other
vital social services for children.

* Build on the strong political commitment that already exists
to end child labour and establish universal social protection to
strengthen consensus for action. The Sustainable Development
Agenda and the strong consensus agreed by the International
Labour Conference in 2021, as well as the outcome of the Durban
child labour conference, can help coordinate international initiatives.

* Promote investment in social protection systems as a
driver of development. Nearly all countries have the scope to
mobilize domestic resources to progressively invest in reinforcing
their social protection systems for children.
Source: ILO Newsroom
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Recycling Project
Manager Talks
About Importance
Of Reducing Waste
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Monday 16th May 2022)-
Project Manager for the Solid Waste Management and Recycling
Project Joyce Chang of the Taiwan Technical Mission is
encouraging everyone in St.Kitts-Nevis to see the importance of
protecting the environment in reducing garbage waste through
recycling awareness.

This reporter recently had an interview interaction with her on
Friday 6th May 2022 during the two-day Agriculture Open Day
event held at the Newton Play field was hosted by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Marine Resources.

Sharing details, about recycling project in the Federation, she
highlighted: “We do the recycling project here. We know that in
St.Kitts and Nevis, we have a lot of garbage and which is so far
going to the landfill but actually too much waste is making the
landfill already overloading so we want to use the recycling to
reduce loading of the landfill. Also, we know that recycling is
very good for the environment [in] in trying to reduce the waste
and make the garbage become new product of new materials.”

Chang showed this reporter some bottles made from recyclable
bottle material saying “So all of this made from recyclable material
whilst adding “It’s not only that... the tissue is also made from
waste paper.”

She added: “So this is some idea to teach people that when

you do recycle what it would
become so people can have
some awareness that this is
very important. Also, we use
the games here. As you can see
the children play the games so
we use the different category
‘you can see glass, paper, metal,
plastic. Children can play the
game to sort the waste out so
they can have some awareness

how to sort the waste in their homes.”
Additionally, she said that during the event, individuals were

also informed about a recyclable collection project that will begin
in June 2022.

“In St.Kitts and Nevis from June we will start to collect the
plastic bottles and metal cans. So in St.Kitts and Nevis, we also
have different locations like Conaree, Buckley’s and Dieppe Bay
and also Nevis. We have identified some schedules so every
Tuesday, we will be there to collect the bottles, the recyclables.

(cont’d on page 18)

Event attendee Sean Kelly  plays a recycle waste sorting collection
game during the Agriculture Open Day event on Friday 6th May
2022 as he separates items and places them in the different
collection bins. (Spokesman Snap)
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Haven’t Had
COVID Yet?
It Could Be
More Than
Just Luck
By: Dr Lindsay Broadbent, PhD,
       Queen’s University Belfast

variants, it’s very unlikely that someone going to work
or school, socialising and shopping hasn’t been near
someone infected with the virus. Yet there are people
who have experienced high levels of exposure, such
as hospital workers or family members of people who
have had COVID, who have somehow managed to
avoid testing positive.

We know from several studies vaccines not only
reduce the risk of severe disease, but they can also
cut the chance of household transmission of SARS-
CoV-2 by about half. So certainly vaccination could
have helped some close contacts avoid becoming
infected. However, it’s important to note that these
studies were done pre-omicron. The data we have on
the effect of vaccination on omicron transmission is
still limited.

Some theories
One theory around why certain people have avoided

infection is that, although they are exposed to the virus,
it fails to establish an infection even after gaining entry
to the airways. This could be due to a lack of the
receptors needed for SARS-CoV-2 to gain access to
cells.

Once a person does become infected, researchers
have identified that differences in the immune response
to SARS-CoV-2 play a role in determining the severity
of symptoms. It is possible that a quick and robust
immune response could prevent the virus from
replicating to any great degree in the first instance.

The efficacy of our immune response to infection
is largely defined by our age and our genetics. That
said, a healthy lifestyle certainly helps. For example,
we know that vitamin D deficiency can increase the
risk of certain infections. Not getting enough sleep can
also have a detrimental effect on our body’s ability to
fight invading pathogens.

There’s also the
possibility that
previous infection
with other types of
c o r o n a v i r u s e s
results in cross-
reactive immunity.
This is where our
immune system
may recognise
SARS-CoV-2 as
being similar to a
recent invading
virus and launch an
immune response.

There are seven
coronaviruses that
infect humans: four
that cause the
common cold, and
one each that cause
Sars (severe acute
r e s p i r a t o r y

Even taking into account people who have
had COVID but didn’t know it, there’s still likely
to be a group of people who have never been
infected.
London, UK - 9 July 2021: Crowd seen wearing
protective face masks while shopping in Borough
Market. Photo credit: I Wei Huang (Shutterstock - Item
ID: 2016939578).

We all know a few of those lucky people who,
somehow, have managed to avoid ever catching
COVID. Perhaps you’re one of them. Is this a Marvel-
esque superpower? Is there any scientific reason why
a person might be resistant to becoming infected, when
the virus seems to be everywhere? Or is it simply luck?

More than 60% of people in the UK have tested
positive for COVID at least once. However, the
number of people who have actually been infected
with SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19,
is thought to be higher. The calculated rate of
asymptomatic infections varies depending on the study,
though most agree it’s fairly common.

But even taking into account people who have had
COVID and not realised it, there is still likely a group
of people who never have. The reason why some
people appear immune to COVID is one question that
has persisted throughout the pandemic. As with so much
in science, there isn’t (yet) one simple answer.

We can probably dismiss the Marvel-esque
superpower theory. But science and luck likely both
have a role to play. Let’s take a look.

The simplest explanation is that these people have
never come into contact with the virus. This could
certainly be the case for people who have been
shielding during the pandemic. People at significantly
greater risk of severe disease, such as those with
chronic heart or lung conditions, have had a tough
couple of years. Many of them continue to take
precautions to avoid potential exposure to the virus.
Even with additional safety measures, many of these
people have ended up with COVID.

Due to the high level of community transmission,
particularly with the extremely transmissible omicron

SARS-CoV-2 viruses binding to ACE-2 receptors on a
human cell, the initial stage of COVID-19 infection. The
virus needs to attach to receptors to gain access to our
cells. Conceptual 3D illustration by Kateryna Kon
(Shutterstock - Item ID: 1687909009).

Scientists studying the underlying causes of severe
COVID have identified a genetic cause in nearly 20%
of critical cases. Just as genetics could be one
determining factor of disease severity, our genetic
makeup may also hold the key to resistance to SARS-
CoV-2 infection.

I research SARS-CoV-2 infection on nasal cells
from human donors. We grow these cells on plastic
dishes which we can then add virus to and investigate
how the cells respond. During our research we found
one donor whose cells could not be infected with
SARS-CoV-2.

We discovered some really interesting genetic
mutations, including several involved with the body’s
immune response to infection, that could explain why.
A mutation we identified in a gene involved with sensing
the presence of a virus has previously been shown to
confer resistance to HIV infection.

Our research is on a small number of donors and
highlights that we’re still only scraping the surface of
research into genetic susceptibility or resistance to
infections.

syndrome), Mers (Middle East respiratory syndrome)
and COVID.

How long-lasting this immunity may be is another
question. Seasonal coronaviruses that circulated pre-
2020 were able to reinfect the same people after 12
months.

If you’ve managed to avoid COVID to date,
maybe you do have natural immunity to SARS-CoV-
2 infection, or perhaps you’ve just been lucky. Either
way, it’s sensible to continue to take precautions against
this virus that we still know so little about.

About the author: Dr Lindsay Broadbent, PhD,
is an ISSF Wellcome Trust Research Fellow (The
Wellcome-Wolfson Institute for Experimental
Medicine) in The School of Medicine, Dentistry and
Biomedical Sciences, of Queen’s University Belfast.
In 2011 Broadbent graduated from Queen’s
University with a Bachelor of Science (BSc) Honours
degree in Biomedical Science. For her Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) degree (2015) she undertook
research at Professor Ultan Power’s laboratory,
where she studied respiratory virus infection using a
newly developed airway model. For that work she
was awarded The Microbiology Society’s Sir Howard
Dalton Young Microbiologist of the Year prize for 2016.
From 2015 to 2020 she was a postdoctoral researcher
at Queens University Belfast, and during the course
of 2020 she assumed her present appointment. Dr
Broadbent has since used her knowledge of respiratory
viruses and airway cells to work on projects involving
asthma, influenza and most recently Sars-CoV-2, the
virus that causes COVID-19.

The focus of her research is the innate immune
response to respiratory viruses, using a well-
differentiated primary paediatric airway epithelial cell
model to further understand respiratory syncytial virus
interactions with the human host. Dr Broadbent joined
The Conversation on 26 March 2020.

Disclosure statement: Dr Lindsay Broadbent
receives funding from The Wellcome Trust.

Partners: Queen’s University Belfast provides
funding as a founding partner of The Conversation
UK, which also receives funding from strategic
partners such as Kingston Smith, a top 20 UK audit
and accountancy firm, media partners like The Press
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The Royal Society, ISRF, The Ogden Trust, and more
than sixty other universities.

This article has been republished under Creative
Commons licence.
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Legislators From 32
European Countries And
Canada Sign Up For
Taiwan’s WHA Bid
By Matthew Strong, Staff Writer

Letter to WHO director-general calls for Taiwan’s
inclusion in global health system.

A view of World Health Organisation (WHO) assembly hall in
Geneva. Photo credit: CNA.

TAIPEI (Taiwan News) -
A total of 1,504
parliamentarians from 32
European countries and Canada
signed a letter to The World
Health Organization (WHO)
backing Taiwan’s bid to attend
the World Health Assembly
(WHA), reports said on
Thursday 19 May.

As in previous years
Taiwan has not been invited to
the annual conference, this
year scheduled for 22 to 28
May in Geneva, Switzerland,
but international support for its
bid to attend as an observer has
increased in scope amid the
COVID-19 pandemic.

A pro-Taiwan association of
lawmakers, the Formosa Club,
said its co-chairs were among
the 1,504 members of the
European Parliament and
national legislators who signed
a letter to WHO Director-
General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, CNA reported.

The document praised
Taiwan for providing the world
with “a model for pandemic
prevention” while noting that
â€œeducational and business
activities in Taiwan have never
been seriously interrupted.â€€

The Formosa Club
mentioned that the country had
not only managed its domestic
COVID situation but also
contributed to international
efforts to fight the pandemic
through its donations of medical
masks, vaccines, and
equipment to more than 80
countries.

Without mentioning China’s
campaign to block Taiwan from
international organizations, such
as The WHO, the letter noted
that â€œMatters of global
health should focus solely on
people’s well-being and must
not be politicized.”

The country’s “unjust”
absence from the health forum
was detrimental to both
Taiwan’s population and to the

international community, the
signatories said.

The letter closed by calling participation in all relevant WHO events.

on Ghebreyesus to invite
Taiwan to the 75th edition of
The WHA, and to normalize its
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UN Floats Plan To
Boost Renewables
As Climate Worries
Mount
- By Jamey Keaten

AP raking in billions from a distorted
market,” Mr Guterres said. “This
scandal must stop.”

Finally, Mr Guterres says private and
public investments in renewable energy
must triple to at least $4 trillion dollars a
year. He noted that government
subsidies for fossil fuels are today more
than three times higher than those for
renewables.

Those UN initiatives are built upon
a central idea: That human-generated
emissions of greenhouse gas in the
industrial era have locked in excess heat
in the atmosphere, on the Earth’s
surface, and in the oceans and seas. The
knock-on effect has contributed to more
frequent and severe natural disasters
like drought, hurricanes, flooding and
forest fires.

Climate scientist Zeke Hausfather of
the tech company Stripe and Berkeley
Earth, a nonprofit focused on
environmental data science, says a good
way to head toward net-zero emissions
is “to make clean energy cheap.”

“While rich countries can afford to
spend extra on clean energy, poor and
middle income countries may be less
willing to accept tradeoffs between
reducing emissions and lifting millions out
of abject poverty,” he said. “If clean
energy sources are cheaper than fossil
fuels, they become a win-win and will
be adopted more rapidly.”

The WMO report breaks little new
ground in terms of data, but compiles
earlier studies into a broader picture of
the global climate.

Its secretary-general Mr Petteri
Taalas pointed to a downward blip in
emissions in 2020 when the coronavirus
pandemic dampened human activity. But
he said that doesn’t change the “big
picture” because carbon dioxide - a
leading greenhouse gas - has a long
lifetime and lingers on, and emissions
have been growing since then anyway.

“We have seen this steady growth
of carbon dioxide concentration, which
is related to the fact that we are still
using too much fossil fuel,” Taalas said
in an interview. â€œDeforestation in
regions like Amazon, Africa and
southern Asia still continue.”

Last year’s UN climate conference
in Glasgow, Scotland, failed to muster
carbon-cutting pledges from the

His Excellency Mr Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General of The United Nations, as he
addressed the media during a joint press conference with His Excellency Mr Alexander
Van der Bellen, President of Austria, in Vienna on Wednesday 11 May 2022. Photo
credit: Theresa Wey (AP).

GENEVA (AP) - The United
Nations chief on Wednesday launched
a five-point plan to jump-start broader
use of renewable energies, hoping to
revive world attention on climate
change, as the UN’s weather agency
reported that greenhouse gas
concentrations, ocean heat, sea-level
rise, and ocean acidification hit new
records last year.

“We must end fossil fuel pollution and
accelerate the renewable energy
transition before we incinerate our only
home,” UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said. “Time is running out.”

His latest stark warning about
possible environmental disaster comes
after The World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) issued its State of
the Climate Report for 2021, which said
the last seven years were the seven
hottest on record. The impacts of
extreme weather have led to deaths and
disease, migration, and economic losses
in the hundreds of billions of dollars -
and the fallout is continuing this year,
WMO said.

“Today’s State of the Climate report
is a dismal litany of humanity’s failure
to tackle climate disruption,” Mr
Guterres said. “The global energy
system is broken and bringing us ever
closer to climate catastrophe.”

In his plan, which leans into the next
UN climate conference taking place in
Egypt in November, Guterres called for
fostering technology transfer and lifting
of intellectual property protections in
renewable technologies, like battery
storage.

Such ambitions - as with his call for
transfers of technologies aimed to fight
COVID-19 - can cause innovators and
their financial backers to bristle: They
want to reap the benefits of their
knowledge, investments and discoveries
- not just give them away.

Secondly, Guterres wants to broaden
access to supply chains and raw
materials that go into renewable
technologies, which are now
concentrated in a few powerful
countries.

The UN chief also wants
governments to reform in ways that can
promote renewable energies, such as by
fast-tracking solar and wind projects.

Fourth, he called for a shift away
from government subsidies for fossil
fuels that now total a half-trillion dollars
per year. That’s no easy task: Such
subsidies can ease the pinch in many
consumers’ pockets - but ultimately help
inject cash into corporate coffers too.

“While people suffer from high prices
at the pump, the oil and gas industry is

“BRICS” countries - Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Africa - which
threaten a key goal of the 2015 Paris
accord to limit global warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius, he said.

“We are rather heading towards 2.5
to 3 degree warming instead of 1.5,”
Taalas said.

Climate experts lauded the UN
ambitions and lamented the WMO
findings, and said some countries are
headed in the wrong direction.

“If climate change is death by one
thousand cuts, in 2021 we took our
thousandth,” said Rob Jackson,
professor of Earth System Science at
Stanford University, who also chairs the
Global Carbon Project that tracks carbon
emissions.

“Dirty coal use roared back through
economic stimulation incentives for
COVID in China and India. We built
more new coal plant capacity worldwide
than we took offline,” he added. “How
is this possible in 2021?”

Jonathan Overpeck, a professor of
environmental education at The
University of Michigan, noted that fossil
fuels have a role in the Russian
government’s war in Ukraine. Russia is
a key global producer of oil and gas,
including through a pipeline that transits
Ukraine to supply homes and businesses
in Europe.

“The secretary-general has it right
in pointing the blame at fossil fuels. Fossil
fuels are creating an ever-worsening
climate crisis and all that comes with
it,” Overpeck said. “The solution for
climate change, the deadly air pollution
and true national security, is to leave
fossil fuels behind in favor of clean
renewable energy.”

“It’s getting scary,” he added. “The
climate crisis and the European war are
a call to action, and to rid the planet of
fossil fuels as fast as we can.”

AP Science Writer Seth Borenstein
in Washington contributed to this
report.

Associated Press climate and
environmental coverage receives
support from several private
foundations. The AP is solely
responsible for all content.
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How To Choose
A Toothbrush
And When To
Throw It Out
By Ladawn Brock, Texas A&M University

Photo credit: Unsplash (CC0 Public Domain).

The toothbrush is the most basic tool for maintaining healthy
teeth, but many people give their toothbrush little thought and don’t
know when to swap it out for a new one.

It can also be difficult to choose what type of brush to use:
manual or electric, hard or soft bristles.

To answer these common questions here is some advice from
a professional, Assistant Professor Jane Cotter, RDH, MS, CTTS,
of The Caruth School of Dental Hygiene at the College of Dentistry,
Texas A&M University.

How often should a toothbrush be
replaced?

Often, people latch on to one favorite toothbrush and use it
until it’s completely worn out. But Cotter said you need to replace
it more often than you might think.

“The American Dental Association recommends that
toothbrushes need to be replaced every three months,” she said.
“Toothbrushes used longer than three months can become frayed
and may damage the gingiva (gums).”

Assistant Professor Cotter says the three-month timeline
applies to both manual and electric toothbrush heads, but
sometimes brushes have to be replaced earlier.

“If the bristles of the toothbrush are fraying or are spreading
out, then the brush needs to be replaced,” she said. “Some
toothbrushes have bristles that change color over time to help
patients know when they need replacing.”

According to Cotter toothbrushes and toothbrush heads should
also be replaced if someone has been sick. Viruses, including cold,
flu and the coronavirus, thrive in a moist environment and can
spread through physical contact. While sick, socially distance your
toothbrush - don’t share a common toothbrush holder with others.

“It is important to store your toothbrush in a vertical, upright
position in the open air so that it will dry out between uses,” Cotter
said. “This helps control bacterial and fungal growth on the
bristles.”

What is the best toothbrush to use?
“Research has consistently shown that electric toothbrushes

clean better than manual toothbrushes,” Cotter said. “Most electric
toothbrushes have a two-minute timer that beeps or pulses every
30 seconds to alert the user to move to a different quadrant or

area of the mouth. Some of the
new toothbrushes also have an
app that will show the user
where they are missing when
brushing.”

Some individuals prefer a
hard-bristled toothbrush to
clean teeth, but dental

professionals don’t typically
recommend them. Firm or hard
toothbrushes can actually
damage the tooth enamel,
Cotter says, so it is better to go
with a soft bristle toothbrush.

At the end of the day,
understanding what toothbrush

to use and following proper
toothbrush maintenance will
help keep those pearly whites
healthy.

Provided by: Texas A&M
University
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BY: EARLE CLARKE  -  12|05|2022
“Trust, honesty, humility, transparency and accountability
are the building blocks for a good relationship. Trust is
the foundation of any relationship”:  Mike Paul, 18th April,
1945.

Dear reader, our country is in crisis, and it is left to us
the electorate to rescue it from out of this morass (soggy ground).
Too many of us, the electorate, think only about ourselves and not
the country. A representative comes and places a thousand dollars
in your hands and you think that that is a lot of money, but how
much is he going to collect monthly after he has bought your vote
and how well would he think about you after he has bought your
vote? When we Black people were brought here to work as slaves
for free, we were slaves and were sold. We were so-called
emancipated in 1838 after working for four years extra (1834-
1838) while our slave Massa’s haggled for compensation, because
we were considered his personal property, and he was losing us!!
Imagine that?

In 1995, the Labour Party, headed by Dr. Denzil L. Douglas,
who became its leader in 1987, won the general elections. Dr.
timothy Harris did not as yet obtain his Doctoral degree. During
his tenure as Minister of Government, he sought leave to pursue
his Doctoral degree and was granted permission to do so, with
full pay. Whereas Civil Servants received 3/5 (three fifths) of
their salary whilst on study leave, he a Minister of Government,
was receiving his full pay. In his absence from his duties as Minister
of Government, Dr. Douglas neglected his own Constituency,
manned the portfolios of Dr. Timothy Harris and looked after the
affairs of Dr Harris’ Constituents.

Any right-thinking person would readily agree that this measure
of assistance by Dr. Douglas would merit appreciation by Dr.
Harris, who would express some form of gratitude to him for
defying his other Cabinet colleagues and allowing him to travel
abroad to study. Instead of returning home and expressing
gratitude to Dr. Douglas, now armed with his Doctoral degree,
Dr. Harris entered his office and asked Dr. Douglas, “When are
you going to turn over the Leadership of the Party to me?” Biting
the hand which allowed him to travel abroad to obtain that Doctoral
degree? I used to hear my departed grandmother say,
“Ungratefulness is worse than witchcraft!!”

What a display of ungratefulness? Ernest Wigley, a strong
Labour supporter, upon learning about the treachery and, hailing
from Dr. Harris’ Constituency of # 7, decided to bring Dr. Douglas
and Dr. Harris together to trash out the fault, the differences
existing between them. Dr. Harris agreed to a certain date and
time which Ernest Wigley related to Dr. Douglas. When the date
and time arrived and Dr. Harris did not show up, Ernest Wigley
got wind that Dr. Harris, who was still a Member of the Labour

Government and Chairman of
the St. Kitts Labour Party was
at his private home in
Tabernacle holding a meeting
with the hierarchy and some
supporters of PAM. It must be
noted that PAM was in the
political wilderness for nigh 20
years in St. Kitts.

When Earnest Wigley
arrived at Dr. Harris’ home, he
met him in a meeting with The
PAM (The People’s Acton
Movement) hierarchy, who
were urging him to leave the
Labour Movement and join
forces with them and that they
would make him Prime
Minister. They also promised
that they would ensure that
their supporters vote for him.
Who can trust such a man?
Having been given that
assurance of leadership by the
PAMITES, Dr Timothy Harris,
Minister of Government and
Chairman of the Labour Party,
Dr. Harris secretly campaigned
in his # 7 Constituency, asking
his electorate, if he ran on his
own, would they still vote for
him? Wasn’t this a Judas
Iscariot act of treachery
committed by Dr. Timothy
Harris against Dr. Denzil
Douglas and the Labour Party
of which he was still a member
and Chairman? Where was Dr.
Harris testicular fortitude,
where were his principles?
Chairman of the Labour
Movement, Minister of the
Labour Government who was
a supporter of the Labour
Movement from a tot (a little
child)? You can see
peopleâ€™s outside; but can
you never cannot see the
contents of their hearts!

Dr. Timothy Harris displayed loudly and visibly that treachery
is in his DNA and, just as how a leopard cannot change its spots,
so too, he cannot change who he was born to be, - “A TRAITOR!”
He/she who associates with him, does so at their own peril for A
TRAITOR will always remain a TRAITOR, unworthy of
friendship and unworthy of others trust. When you think that he
has his unswerving trust and confidence, he will pull the rug from
under you (betray) without any remorse whatsoever. Dr Timothy
Harris is all about Dr. Timothy Harris and his family and to hell
with everyone else!  Action speaks louder than words? A word to
the wise is enough.

Elbert Hubbard, a USA writer, June 19, 1856-May 7th, 1915,
wrote this quotation, “If you work for a man, in heavens name,
work for him, speak well of him and stand by the institution he
represents. Remember, an ounce of loyalty is worth a pound of
cleverness. If you want to growl, condemn, find fault, resign your
position and, when you are outside, damn the institution to your
heart’s content; but, as long as you are still a part of the institution,
do not condemn it. If you do, the first wind that comes along will
blow you away and you would never know why?” The unity
mirage government forged by Dr. Timothy Harris’ P.L.P, PAM
and C.C.M was always about Timothy Harris and his family?

If Dr. Harris was a man of noble character, he would not have
been involved in so many scandals The stem cell, the Chinese
fugitive, the herpes, the Hushpuppi, the shoes and watch). If Mark
Brantley and Shawn Richards were men of superlative (the highest
degree) of character, they would have never joined up with Dr.
Timothy for what he did to the Labour Movement, but you see,
PAM was in the political wilderness for nigh 20 years and, joining
with this TRAITOR, was a means of coming out of that political
wilderness and become Government Ministers. If Shawn and
Mark were fortified with testicular fortitude, upon hearing about
the many scandals in which Dr. Harris was involved since assuming
office, they would readily and easily have dumped him overboard;
they were in the majority, so, choose a new Leader.

When Dr. Harris was involved in the “shoes and the watch
scandal” and they were holding secret meetings in boats in the
channel to dump him overboard and to choose a new leader, why
is it that they could not   accomplish their mission? Why none of
them decided to step forth to redeem their good name and
character, when Dr. Harris, upon learning of their plan to dump
him, ran to the safety of his constituency and uttered these words,
“I HEAR THAT SOME OF THEM HAVE TAKEN THEIR
SUITS TO THE DRY CLEANERS TO BE SWORN IN AS
PRIME MINISTER, BUT THERE WILL BE NO SWEARING
IN CEREMONY, BECAUSE NONE OF THEM CAN HOLD
A CANDLE OF CORRECTION UP TO ME?”

This was a glorious opportunity for Mark Brantley and Shawn
Richards to step forward to redeem their good name and character.
Having failed to redeem their good name and character the
electorate must conclude that they are “ALL PAINTED,
TARRED, WITH THE BRUSH CORRUPTION!” Who can
trust Dr, Timothy Harris who is riddled with so many scandals?
Who can trust brothers Mark Brantley and Shawn who could not
defend their good name and character against Dr. Harris? THE
QUESTION NOW POSED IS, “WHAT DOES DR. TIMOTHY
HARRIS HAVE HANGING OVER THEIR HEADS? ARE
THESE TRUSTWORTHY MEN TO GOVERN OUR
BELOVED COUNTRY?”

WHO CAN TRUST
THIS MAN?

Also, we tell people what can be recycle and what cannot be
recyclable.”

Chang touched on the rewards and incentives that will be part
of that public awareness efforts.

“So if you bring a recyclable for us, one pound will be one
point so if you get more points then you can exchange it for some

eco-friendly products like
shopping bags, eating tools and
bottles.”

She continued: “We will like
to use your changed behaviour
and collect some reward and
also continue to do some
recycle and continue to reduce
the waste. So this is very good
concept, we encourage people
to join with us and we will start
to do this project in June.”

In speaking with Chang, this
reporter learnt that the

recyclable items collected will be packaged and shipped overseas
to recycling plants.

Asked about the importance of recycling, she commented:
“We know that everyone will create the garbage right but what
we can do could reduce the waste ...so it’s very good to protect
our environment , protect our earth plus [and] of course protect
our island and community to make our environment better.”
Front Page Image: Project Manager for the Solid Waste
Management and Recycling Project Joyce Chang of the
Taiwan Technical Mission (left) speaking with event
attendee Sean Kelly at the Agriculture Open Day event
on Friday 6th May 2022 about recycling (Spokesman
Snap)

Recycling Project
Manager Talks...
(cont’d fromm page 12)
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By Vigilante

FAIR SHARE FOR ALL SCOOPS

* Humpty Dumpty going round de island tekking
dung all de billboard dem wid any picture a de gang a six
what he fire.  Dey say dat he tek dung de raart up man one
first and throw dem way on Conaree dump.
* De first one dey tek dung was he big board on de
highway.  Dem dey send SSU to all de office dem to tek
dung all he picture dem.
* He say dat he gon leave all de fade out picture
dem wid de frilly mout deputy saying dat he going go
build de brand new high school.  Humpty Dumpty say dat
he gon build de school before de elections.
* Dey say dat Humpty Dumpty and de bad wud
ambassador had a busing session.  Humpty Dumpty say
dat nobody ever buse him like dat.  So as soon as he done
get he wud dem he mek de call to run him off de radio
and tell him Monday was he last.
* People waiting to see if he gon really come off
de radio because he say dat is he holding all de secret
dem for Humpty Dumpty.  And he have all de email dem,
de WhatsApp dem, de paper trail dem and de watch and
de shoes dem to prove it.
* As soon as he run de frilly mout deputy, all wuk
cease on de hut dey did building in de electric light parking
lot.  And Sleepy Hammy run de security company dat did
guarding de car dem.
* Dey say dat a killer ain’t waste no time running
all de PAM people dem off de board dem.  Through dat,
some a dem who did dere pon de tv board had was to
drop dung to basic because dey bar wuk nowhere.
* When  Humpty Dumpty tek way dey passport and
dey bodyguard, dat is when dey see for dey self dat all
dat de Boss did say bout de man was no lie.
* Humpty Dumpty say dat he not gon rest till he
mek all who get duty free pay de duty like how he mek de
Boss pay he one.  He say if dey ain’t pay fast enough, he
gon send SSU to tek back de ting dem.
* Everybody saying dat if from early o’clock dey
see dat de man was wicked and evil and dey stay dere so
long, someting did sweet dem what mek dey stay.
* De frilly mout deputy say is really true what sweet
in goat mout does sour in dey batty.  He say is de devil
dat he mek a deal wid when he one run went up to de big
house to mek sure de man swear een.  Every night he
bawl dat he sorry he never listen to de Boss.
* Humpty Dumpty cooping dem to send police to
lock dem up when he announce de date.  He say dat de
frilly mout deputy, de #2 and #4 misappropriator dem
ain’t gon know what hit dem.

Those of us who voted in 1993 and
again in 1995 would have never in our
wildest dreams thought as we waited
in line in 2020 to cast our vote that in
2022 we would be voting in another
general elections again.

A set of immature, little people were
in power and if

we paid attention to what all of the
ministers of government were saying,
none of them wanted fresh elections.
In fact, even after the PAM ministers
were holding their town hall meetings
and Timothy was having his press
conference, PAM and CCM were still
trying to engage with Timothy to see
if they could resolve and not dissolve.

Anybody who understands
Timothy could have told them that he
wasn’t going to bow.  If we paid
attention to what he was saying, it was
clear that he felt that they couldn’t do
without him because to quote him,
where they were weak, he made them
strong.  In other words, they needed
him if they were going to be in
government.

And because PAM and CCM
didn’t understand who they were in
bed with, they believed that Timothy
needed them if he wanted to be in
government.  So they pushed and they
pushed because they were both
convinced that one side couldn’t do
without the other and someone would
give in.  And before they knew what
had hit them, they had “mash it up”.

And that is why we are voting in
another general elections in 2022.

But it’s not just the pushing.  The
kinds of things that were revealed and
the kinds of things that have happened
since Timothy got rid of the PAM/
CCM faction are cause for great
concern and alarm.  Reasonable
people should be terrified to put any
of these parties in power because their
only motivations are money, power

and greed.
Just as in 1995 we needed fresh

elections and a fresh set of people
with fresh ideas to get the job done,
right now we need fresh, untainted
leadership to get us out of this political
mess.  With all the new suits and
haircuts that Shawn’s handlers have
him wearing to change his image, he
really is not ready for prime time.

The new suits and the hair cuts just
won’t cut it.  Pun intended.  The
neager business type of politics that
he thrives on is not what is needed at
all.  We need leaders who can sit
down in any forum with anybody and
make valuable contributions for the
country’s advancement.

Truth be told again.  Only when
the St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party has
been in power has the country seen
meaningful, sustained development.
Any major investment has happened
under Labour’s watch.

That sort of leadership is what is
needed.  It is only the real Labour
Party that can provide that leadership.
It is in our DNA.  When Labour is in
power, the people benefit.  Housing
revolutions take place.  Thousands get
university education.  Thousands of
jobs are created.

CPL is here because of Labour.
Music Festival is here because of
Labour.  The Kim Collins Stadium is
here because of Labour. The cricket
stadium is here because of Labour.
On the other hand, the stem cell
scandal is here because of Unity.  The
herpes scandal is here because of
Unity.  The Virdee scandal is here
because of Unity.  The Hushpuppi
scandal is here because of Unity.

General Elections are here in two
years because of Unity.

It’s a new day.  A better way.  Make
your vote count. Vote for the ever
caring hand of Labour.

POWER, GREED AND
FRESH ELECTIONS
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Andrew Symonds:
Former Australia
cricketer dies aged
46 in car crash
From the sectionCricket BBC SPORTS

Andrew Symonds attended his former team-mate Shane Warne’s state memorial earlier
in March

Former Australia cricketer Andrew Symonds has died aged 46 after being
involved in a car crash.

The all-rounder played 26 Tests, 198 one-day internationals and 14 Twenty20s
for Australia between 1998 and 2009.

A powerful batter, canny bowler and fine fielder, Symonds was part of two 50-
over World Cup wins and Australia’s Ashes victory over England in 2006-07.

Queensland police said early information indicated Symonds’ car “left the
roadway and rolled”.

A statement added: “Emergency services attempted to revive the 46-year-old
driver and sole occupant, however, he died of his injuries.

“The forensic crash unit is investigating.”
Symonds’ wife Laura told the Brisbane Courier Mail: “We are still in shock -

I’m just thinking of the two kids.”
Cricket Australia said it was “shocked and saddened by the news”.

Report
Born in Birmingham but raised in Australia, Symonds played county cricket in

the UK for Gloucestershire, Kent, Lancashire and Surrey.
He also played for Queensland for 17 seasons, and for Deccan Chargers and

By Stephan Shemilt
Chief cricket writer
From the sectionCricket bbc sports

Mumbai Indians in the Indian
Premier League.

Symonds’ exploits with
Gloucestershire, who he had
initially represented as a
domestic player, earned him a
call-up for an England A tour
in 1995 - but he declined the
offer and chose to pursue his
ambitions to play for Australia,
making his ODI debut three
years later.

He had jointly held the
record for most sixes hit in a
County Championship innings
- he hit 16 in a knock for
Gloucestershire against
Glamorgan in 1995 - until Ben
Stokes bettered his total last
week.

His passing is another

significant loss for Australian cricket, following the deaths of former wicketkeeper
Rod Marsh and legendary leg-spinner Shane Warne earlier this year.

Cricket Australia chair Lachlan Henderson said: “Australian cricket has lost
another of its very best. Andrew was a generational talent who was instrumental
in Australia’s success at World Cups and as part of Queensland’s rich cricket
history.

“He was a cult figure to many who was treasured by his fans and friends.”
CEO Nick Hockley added: “Andrew was a much-loved and admired cricketer

in Australia and around the world.
“He was a prodigious talent from an early age in Queensland with his clean

ball-striking ability, shrewd spin bowling and brilliant fielding.
“He will be sadly missed by the Australian cricket community and particularly

his very close friends at the Queensland Bulls where he was a popular and much-
admired team-mate and friend.

“Our thoughts are with his family and friends at this devastatingly sad time.”

Jofra Archer: England
pace bowler to miss
summer with back
injury

Archer expected to make his return to action this summer

England fast bowler Jofra Archer will miss the entire season after suffering a
stress fracture of the lower back.

It is another setback for the 27-year-old, who has not played since last July
following two elbow operations.

Archer was on track in his recovery and was hoping to play domestic cricket
this month, only to feel soreness in his back last week.

He is also set to miss the T20 World Cup in Australia this autumn, with no
timeframe set for his return.

It is the latest injury to an England pace bowler, with seven - including Archer -
ruled out of the summer’s first Test against New Zealand.

Of the other six, four - Sam Curran, Olly Stone, Matt Fisher and Saqib Mahmood
- have back injuries.

This new blow will be a concern for Archer, once England’s most exciting pace
prospect but now facing more than a year on the sidelines.

Called up just before the 2019 World Cup, he memorably bowled the ‘super
over’ that helped England triumph in the final against New Zealand at Lord’s.

He made his Test debut on the same ground against Australia later that summer,
bowling a ferocious spell that resulted in Steve Smith being struck on the helmet
and suffering a concussion.

Archer has played 13 Tests, 17 one-dayers and 12 T20s for England, taking 86
international wickets. His last appearance for England was in March of 2021.

He has also had a successful career in franchise leagues and was named as the
Most Valuable Player in the Indian Premier League in 2020.


