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WE ARE NOT
FOR SALE!

“What a state of affairs!?!” Such is but one example
of the remarks being made, and questions being asked,
by most of the people of St Kitts and Nevis.

We have the unbelievable situation in which several
elected members of parliament, who were also members
of cabinet, notified the appropriate authority that they
no longer supported the prime minister, and then filed a
motion of no confidence (which should have been
debated in parliament), and those persons, six (6) in
number, end up being ‘fired’ and having their
responsibilities re-assigned, for the better part, to
unelected persons!

Truly, what a state of affairs!?!
And this has been done at the instance of a creature

who, in times past, complained that Comrade Douglas
(as prime minister) had been ‘out of order’ to assign
certain responsibilities to nominated members of
parliament rather than to elected persons!

That particular example should be enough to make our people
realise (if they had not done so before) that the evil one and
others like him always advance arguments of convenience, always
concealing their true aims and intentions from an unsuspecting
people. Let us hope that many will now learn that the naked
emperor should NEVER be trusted.

Those who took the steps to rid the country of the
Blasphemer-in-Chief should be complimented for at long last
having had the courage to make that attempt. Despite the
unhappy outcome to date, they should not despair, and aught to
continue in their efforts to lift this curse from our country. Our

people are desperately in need of their help.
As we have warned, time and again, the fight

to take back our country is going to be a very
hard one. Persons like the naked emperor
NEVER give up. They indulge in whatever
nastiness they have to, in order to hold on to the
reins of political power, and keep themselves in
position so that they can ‘milk’ the country for
all that it is worth.

On an almost daily basis, scandal upon
scandal breaks upon them. The BVI matter, the
CBI matter and the ‘new prison’ matter are but
a few examples. Already so many of our people
are lamenting that the situation is so much worse
than they thought it was.

To them we say: “You have not heard
anything as yet!”

The BVI matter is revealing that the
corruption and nastiness is widespread, and,
without a doubt, several leaders in the region
are going to be exposed, and very likely put on
trial and jailed.

At the local level the fear is palpable. It
means that the efforts to ‘hold on’ will become
more and more desperate.

We call on ALL of our people, the people
of St Kitts and Nevis, to hearken to the call of
our Comrade Leader Dr Drew, and take urgent
steps to ensure that the corruptions being
practiced at the electoral office is not allowed
to influence the outcome of the general elections
which are now due.

Be of good courage, dear people! We urge
you, rally to the call of our leader. We have to
forestall the evil one’s efforts to steal this
election. We simply CANNOT afford to sit
back. Action is required, and it is required
NOW.

Let us also follow the example of Comrade
Dr Jeffrey Hanley and the good people
Basseterre East. Let us all proclaim, as with one
voice, and for the whole world to hear: “WE
ARE NOT FOR SALE!”
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SKNLP Leader
Keeping Eyes On
Electoral Office
Activities
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Thursday 12th May 2022)-Leader of the
St.Kitts-Nevis Labour Party Dr. Terrance Drew says he will be making daily visits
to the Electoral Office located on Central Street in Basseterre due to concerns
that the party has.

Via a live broadcast outside that office on Thursday 12th May 2022, he expressed:
“So far we know a lot of things that should not be happening are happening in and
around the Electoral Office and I am here to say to the people that this should not
be so I’m asking all fair-minded people, our patriotic citizens, people who want to
see democracy preserved in St.Kitts and Nevis to make sure that you do your part
to ensure that there’s integrity in the Electoral Office.”

Dr. Drew continued: “Already, we are hearing and I have evidence that people
are registering where they don’t live .I came here to see how the line is being
operated on and some of the things we see here, I’m really not too pleased about
so I am saying that I will be here daily and I’m asking all fair-minded people  to
come to the Electoral Office and to make sure that the shenanigans that potentially
can happen here; some of  which are  happening outside of here that it shouldn’t
continue. We will make sure that this does not happen and so I’m asking you to
prepare yourself and let us protect the Electoral Office because it is fundamental
to the integrity of our democratic processes and our democratic ideals.”

Meanwhile during an address to the nation, the day before (11th May), Dr.
Drew encouraged voters of the country to choose the SKNLP in freeing the country
from its challenges being experienced under the Harris-led administration.

“The liberation of our nation is fast approaching but can only be hastened with
your votes for a new day and a better way ...The St.Kitts-Nevis Labour Party.
Liberty has never come from the government; it come from the people. We, the
people, of St.Kitts and Nevis finally have our chance to free our country from the
corrupted shackles which bound us with far too many fears, be it the fear to freely
express your thoughts and opinions, freedom to assemble without fear of
incarceration or freedom to support a political party without fear of losing your
livelihoods. Today I speak on behalf of all those who have suffered for even long
years under a self-serving government which has done more to enrich themselves
and little to alleviate the problems faced by the great people of our nation.”

“The St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party stands with every person and every family
which have suffered needlessly these past seven years,” he commented.

Front Page Image: Leader of the St.Kitts-Nevis Labour Party
(SKNLP) Dr. Terrance Drew seen outside the Electoral Office on
Thursday 12th May 2022 where individuals are seen in a line
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Finland Nato: Russia
threatens to retaliate
over membership move

Russia has said it will be
forced to take “retaliatory
steps” over its neighbour
Finland’s move to join Nato.

A foreign ministry statement
said the move would seriously
damage bilateral relations, as
well as security and stability in
northern Europe.

Earlier, Finland’s president
and PM called for the country
to apply for Nato membership
“without delay”.

It comes amid a surge in
public support for Nato
membership following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

Finland shares a 1,300-km
(810-mile) border with Russia.
Until now, it has stayed out of
Nato to avoid antagonising its
eastern neighbour.

Finland will formally
announce its decision on
Sunday after it has been
considered by parliament and
other senior political figures.

Sweden has said it will
announce a similar decision on
the same day.

Nato Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg has said he
expects the process of giving
Sweden and Finland
membership to happen “quite
quickly”.

Are Finland and Sweden
going from neutral to Nato?

What is Nato and could
Finland and Sweden join?

Is Nato’s Nordic expansion
a threat or boost to Europe?

The Russian statement (in
Russian) described Finland’s
move as “a radical change in
the country’s foreign policy”.

“Finland’s accession to Nato
will cause serious damage to
bilateral Russian-Finnish
relations and the maintaining of
stability and security in the
Northern European region,” it
said.

“Russia will be forced to
take retaliatory steps, both of a
military-technical and other
nature, in order to neutralise the
threats to its national security

that arise from this.”
However, Moscow has not specified what steps it plans to

take.
“Everything will depend on how this expansion process plays

out, the extent to which military infrastructure moves closer to
our borders,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov earlier told
reporters.

Watch: Pekka Haavisto tells the BBC that Russia’s invasion
was a turning point for Finland wanting to join Nato

Russian officials were responding to a joint statement by Finnish
President Sauli Niinisto and Prime Minister Sanna Marin, which

said the two leaders expected a decision on Nato membership in
the next few days.

“Nato membership would strengthen Finland’s security,” it said.
“As a member of Nato, Finland would strengthen the entire
defence alliance. Finland must apply for Nato membership without
delay.”

Speaking to journalists later, Mr Niinisto responded to Russian
concerns and blamed the move on Moscow’s invasion.

“Joining Nato would not be against anyone. You caused this.
Look in the mirror,” he said.

An opinion poll last week put support in Finland for joining
Nato at 76%, with 12% against, a big swing towards membership
since before the invasion.

Finland and the USSR were on opposing sides in World War
Two, with the Finns famously fending off a Soviet invasion in
1939-40.

But Finland lost 10% of its territory in the final peace agreement
and remained non-aligned throughout the Cold War.

Its accession to Nato would more than double the length of
Russia’s borders with the alliance. Sweden does not have a border
with Russia.

Sanitize -
Wear Your

Mask
Wash Your

Hands
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Young Man Charged
With Murders Of
Missing Men
Including 2021 Case
By: Spokesman Newsroom

Murder accused 29-year-old
Trevern Edwards

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts
(Thursday 12th May 2022)-
Almost one month after a
young man was charged the
murder of a missing man on
St.Kitts, police have charged
him with the murder of a
second man whose remains
were identified through DNA
testing after he was last seen
over four months ago in
November 2021.

29-year-old Trevern
Edwards of Stapleton Village
has been charged for the
murders of 29-year-old Jesse
Lee of Lime Kiln and 67-year-
old Arthur Henry of Fountain
Estate.

He was charged by police
on Tuesday 10th May 2022 for
Lee’s murder and for Henry’s
murder on Thursday 13th April.

In a statement issued on
Wednesday 11th May, police
indicated that the identity of the
human remains found in the
Bayford’s Mountain area on
April 01 2022, has been
determined, and that based on
evidence taken from the scene,
they (the police) narrowed their
investigations to focus on a
person of interest.

As reported, DNA samples
from the remains and a close
relative were sent abroad for
testing. The results were
recently received and proved to
be a match.

Police determined that the
remains are that of Jesse Lee
who was last seen on
November 18, 2021, and who
was 29 years old at the time of
the report.

In relation to Henry, police
say the offence was committed
on March 24. An autopsy
performed on his body on
Friday 8th April by Resident
Pathologist Dr. Adrian Nunez
concluded that death was as a
result of severe brain injury due
to a single gunshot wound to the
head.

A police statement-dated 8th
April- informed that the body
of a man found that week was
officially identified as that of
Henry who was reported
missing on March 24.

His body was identified by
members of his family on April
08 which was found in the
Fountain Estate Mountain area
on April 05.

Edwards remains at Her
Majesty’s Prison where he was
recently remanded for the
offence of Assault with Intent
to Rob which was committed
on March 11, 2022.

Homicide victim: 29-year-old
Jesse Lee

Homicide victim: 67-year-old
Arthur Henry
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Premier Mark Brantley Calls
Out PM Harris For Turning
Back On Team Unity Helpers
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday 11th May 2022)- “Mr. Harris, I know you pay attention to
these programmes. Let me say to you this: It is we in Team Unity who took you up, dusted you off
and made something out of you when you had been discarded to the scrapheap of political history in
this country.”

These were the sentiments of Premier Mark Brantley, Leader of the Concerned Citizens
Movement (CCM), while speaking on his weekly ‘On The Mark’ VON radio programme aired on
Wednesday 11th May 2022.

His comments followed the Prime Minister’s address to the nation the day before (Tuesday)
which saw the announcement on the firing of six opposing cabinet colleagues including Brantley
who was dismissed from his federal post, and is now a former Minister of Foreign Affairs.

“Don’t damn the bridge you walk over, don’t damn the bridge you walk over because often times
you will come to regret it, and this is no threat nor promise but what I will say to you is that the
people of number nine St. John’s and St.Paul’s  have elected me from 2007 until now,” he said
further.

Brantley went on to put it to PM Harris that he cannot fire him because he was not the one who
hired him.

“For fifteen years I have been their representative and they keep electing me with larger numbers,
and you know why? It’s because they know I represent them , that I serve them and that when I go
out I go out to work for them not for me and they are the ones who hired me in June of 2020 as they

have hired me in 2015, 2010 and 2007. Therefore means with
respect, you can’t fire me cause you never hired me, you can’t
fire me cause you ever hired me and so as I’ve said to the many
who have offered me jobs since yesterday...I have suggested to
them that it’s ok because what happened yesterday is temporary,
a mere blip because the saints will once more go marching in and
when the saints go marching in, I can tell you there will be one
who will not be in that number, and so we have here a situation of
a great idea ‘Team Unity’; still a great idea, still in my view the
best idea for this country  but wrecked by the ambition and the
lust for power , and the greed of one man could not see that there
was strength in compromise, strength in team work, strength in
working together.”

According to Brantley: “The stone that the builder refuse
sometimes become chief corner stone, and I will remind Dr. Harris
that he was fired by Denzil Douglas and he came back as prime
minister. So, if our history holds true, those that were fired will
come back and be in government, and that is why as far as I’m
concerned, I have no tears to shed about what happened yesterday,
what happened yesterday was farcical.”

Reflecting on PM Harris’ announcement, Brantley commented:
â€œIt was as if one was watching Tom and Jerry cartoon series.
Timothy Harris has succeeded in making St.Kitts and Nevis a
laughing stock of the region. I can’t begin to tell you all the calls I
got from across the region people asking me if there is no room in
the asylum in St.Kitts and Nevis because clearly the person they
heard and what they’re hearing from him can’t make no sense...”

According to him: “If Timothy Harris had any desire to save
Team Unity, he could have come to the table at any point in time
and say ‘Gentlemen I understand your concerns. Gentlemen let
me see to address these concerns...’

“Not once did he sit with his colleagues...and say ‘Look I realize
there’s an issue; let us discuss’,” Brantley shared.

In his presentation, he questioned in part while speaking about
PM Harris: “How could you be undermining your colleagues?
How could anything good that happen in the government is you
even when you nuh got nothing to do with it it’s you. How could
you be out there seeking to undermine, disrespect, disparage, and
how could you have all these secrets? Peace Programme nobody
know how it work, CBI Programme nobody know how it work...no
details, and you’re sitting in a cabinet the highest decision-making
body in the country...”

Photo: Premier Mark Brantley seen while directly addressing
Prime Minister Timothy Harris during the ‘On The Mark’ show
aired on Wednesday 11th May 2022 (Screenshot:Facebook/
VONRadio)

COMMISSIONER OF
POLICE APPLAUDS

INSPECTOR
ISLES-JOSEPH ON

POINT OF LIGHT AWARD
Basseterre, St. Kitts, May 12, 2022 (RSCNPF): Commissioner

of Police Hilroy Brandy applauds Inspector Rosemarie Isles-
Joseph on her recent recognition as the 224th Commonwealth
Point of Light.

Inspector Isles-Joseph was named for the award for her work
founding and expanding the Explorers Youth Club movement. It is
given daily by the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom to people
who are making a change in their community.

â€œShe has done a tremendous amount of work, along with
her team, to build out the Explorers Groups around the island and,
recently, in Nevis. It is always good when people are recognised
for doing good in the community. The Explorers Programme helps
to keep hundreds of the nationâ€™s youth positively engaged
and our Officers have been willing to help keep them on the right
path,â€€ Commissioner Brandy said.

The Commissioner added that he hoped the award would offer
her motivation to continue.
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Marsha Henderson Opens Campaign
Office: ‘Central Basseterre Needs A
Defender’
By: Spokesman Newsroom

Section of the audience (Spokesman Snap)

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts
(Thursday 12th May 2022)-
The new candidate for

Constituency Two  (Central
Basseterre) Marsha
Henderson, during the recent
opening of her campaign office,
spoke about her choice having
entered the political arena
saying Central Basseterre
needed a defender.

giving an imagery of the
continued work to be done as
well as provided a symbolism
of feminine presence in the
politics arena.

The pair of shoes was
unboxed in front of the
audience and put on by

A ribbon-cutting ceremony
was conducted on Friday May
2022 along Central Street.

Instead of the usual
traditional passing of the baton,
the immediate past candidate
Marcella Liburd passed a pair
of red heels to Henderson

Henderson.
“Today, rather than taking

the baton from the Honourable
Marcella Liburd, I have taken
from her a pair of red heels. I
have come forward to serve
you having been called by a
number of persons to do so. It
was not a desire of mine. I
grew up in McKnight and
Market Street with no such
ambition. However, it became
clear to me that the people of
Central Basseterre needed a
defender; someone to look out
for them and to help them find
a better way and a new day.”

She called for community
togetherness so as to positively
shape the lives of the young
men and children.

â€œWe are losing the fight
in Central Basseterre, we’re
losing the fight in Central with
our young men in particular. Too
many of them are ending up
with no hope. Today I call on
all mothers and father hearing
the sound of my voice, let us
begin to do more for our
children. Let us start with two
things...give more love and
affection to the boys and read
to our children on a daily basis.
I have pledge to be here, to be
here for the people of Central
Basseterre. You will find
someone who will listen,
someone who will understand
and someone who will act in
your best interest. Together we
will find a better way.”

According to her, the
opening today of the Central
Basseterre Campaign Office is
part of putting the machinery in
place to ensure the peopleâ€™s
victory, The St.Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party and Constituency
Number Two would have
walked this way before and it
is on the shoulders of past
servants of the constituency
stand today, the systems and
traditions that we have met
allow us to move forward...”

As part of her presentation,
Henderson  gave recognition to
constituency workers like Ann
Liburd, Arnold Branch, Val
Browne, Ernest Osbourne,
Valen Taylor amongst others
including Sydney ‘Stabby’
Bridgewater “who have served
this branch for over forty-five
years of unbroken service.”

SKNLP Party Leader Dr.
Terrance Drew described the
campaign office as “An
important office that would be
geared towards the
representation of the people of
Constituency Number Two.”

The new candidate for Constituency Two Marsha Henderson shows her red heels passed on by former candidate Marcella Liburd
(Spokesman Snap)
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PAM Council To
Decide Eugene
Hamilton’s Status
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday 11th May 2022)-
Leader of the People’s Action Movement (PAM), Shawn Richards,
the freshly axed deputy prime of the cabinet of Prime Minister
Dr. Timothy Harris has indicated that the PAM council will decide
the status of its Deputy Leader Eugene Hamilton who remains
part of the government-now appointed the country’s new deputy
prime minister-while his three other colleagues have been fired.

At a media briefing held outside the Arrival Hall of the R. L.
B. International Airport on Wednesday 11th May 2022, Richards
was quizzed by local reporters shortly after returning to the
Federation.

He was asked if Hamilton will remain a member of the party’s
executive body or deputy political leader to which he replied: “That
is a decision for the council of the People’s Action Movement to
decide and not myself.”

Additionally, asked if Hamilton joining with Dr. Harris is a
surprise, the PAM National Leader commented: “I don’t think it
came as a surprise to the People’s Action Movement. Eugene
Hamilton, as persons would be aware when we indicated to the
Governor General that we no longer support Dr. Harris as Prime
Minister, had taken a position that he wasn’t going to sign that
particular letter. It meant therefore that he has remained as a
member of the Dr. Harris’ cabinet and so for him to now be
appointed as Deputy Prime Minister certainly hasn’t come as a
surprise to me.”

Richards, in answering a question about whether the cabinet
firing will do any damage to PAM and the cause of PAM and
CCM [Concerned Citizens Movement), he responded in saying:
“This absolutely has not done any damage to the cause of the
People’s Action Movement or CCM. As a matter of fact, I think
it has given our supporters a greater resolve in ensuring as I said
a few weeks ago that after the next general elections that Dr.
Harris will not be the Prime Minister of St.Kitts and Nevis. That
is certain.”

Relaying how he found out about being fired by PM Harris,
Richards shared: “Before Dr. Harris would have given his remarks
yesterday via radio, I was told by persons that he was about to
give a statement and that after the statement was given a number
of persons would have called and told me what was said.
Interestingly as some persons would be aware, I travelled overseas
to attend a funeral so I was on my way back from the funeral
when I was informed about his particular development.”

Asked if the manner of PM
Harris’ firing announcement
was disrespectful to him and
others, the PAM National
Leader stated: “Unlike you I
would not use the term prime
minister. What I can say is Dr.
Harris no longer has the moral
authority to lead the Federation
of St.Kitts and Nevis. Six of us
would have written to the
Governor General indicating
that we no longer support him
so as far as I’m concerned, his
leadership at this particular point
in time is illegitimate. He now
only has two other elected
members supporting him and so
it means that out of an eleven
elected members of parliament
that he only enjoys three out of
the eleven and that certainly
sends a wrong message in
terms of democracy.”

He added: “If a prime
minister is elected or is
appointed as prime minister
based on having the support of
a majority of the elected
parliamentarians and he now
has less than two thirds of those
persons supporting him, it
means that the people of
St.Kitts and Nevis in effect no
longer support him as prime
minister because the people of
St.Kitts and Nevis who would

National Political Leader of the People’s Action Movement (PAM) Shawn Richards speaking to local
reporters outside the Arrival Hall of the R. L. B. International Airport on Wednesday 11th May 2022,
Richards was quizzed by local reporters shortly after returning to the Federation.  (Credit: Facebook/
Hon.ShawnK.Richards)

have elected those other persons who have stated quite
categorically that they no longer support him.”

Notably, Hamilton, the Parliamentary Representative for
Constituency Eight has informed the Party about him not contesting
the next General Elections.

According to Richards: “For Constituency Number Eight, you
have a number of persons who have indicated an interest in
contesting that particular seat so I am not fearful in terms of finding
a candidate for that seat.”
Front Page Image: A PAM Motorcade goes about
Church Street in Basseterre passing Government
Headquarters during a welcome home airport reception
for its National Political Leader Shawn Richards who
was fired the day before by Prime Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris of the People’s Labour Party (Spokesman Snap)

Newly-appointed Deputy Prime
Minister of St.Kitts and Nevis
Eugene Hamilton



The Labour Spokesman        FRIDAY, MAY 13TH 2022 9-  LOCAL NEWS -

PM Harris Fires
MONC Filers
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday 11th May 2022)-
Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris of the Peopleâ€™s Labour
Party (PLP) has fired his PAM colleagues (excepting Eugene
Hamilton-the new deputy Prime Minister) and CCM colleagues
who a recently teamed up to file of a Motion of No Confidence
against him.

Dismissed are Shawn Richards, Lindsay Grant, the Hon Jonel
Powel of the People’s Action Movement as well as Mark Brantley,
Alexis Jeffers and Eric Evelyn of the Concerned Citizens
Movement have been stripped of their appointments as Ministers
of Government.

The news of the ministers being stripped of their portfolios
was delivered to the nation via an address on Tuesday 10th May
2022.

In speaking about his estranged colleagues, he stated in part,
“Unfortunately, over the past few months, the people of St. Kitts
and Nevis have been subjected to increasingly strange and irrational

behavior by certain members of
the People’s Action Movement
(PAM) and Concerned Citizens
Movement (CCM).”

PM Harris informed that the
day before, he asked the
Governor-General, Sir Tapley
Seaton to remove Shawn
Richards from the Office of
Deputy Prime Minister.

“In his stead, I have advised
His Excellency to appoint the
Hon Eugene Hamilton to the
Office of Deputy Prime
Minister. Hon Hamilton has
been steadfast and responsible
in discharging his duties as
Minister of the portfolios
assigned to him.

Additionally, he said he also
advised the Governor General
to revoke the appointment of
Richards as a Minister of
Government and to reassign his
portfolios to the Hon Eugene
Hamilton.

“Deputy Prime Minister Hamilton will now have conduct of
the Departments and Subjects under the Ministry of Public
Infrastructure, Posts and Urban Development that had been
previously assigned to the Hon Richards.”

PM Harris continued: “I am also to advise that I have asked
His Excellency to revoke the appointments of the other Ministers
who have thought fit to disrespect the sacred trust that the people
of St. Kitts and Nevis placed in the Government following our
very successful General Election Campaign in 2020. As a result,
the following individuals, namely the Hon Mark Brantley, the Hon
Lindsay Grant, the Hon Jonel Powell, the Hon Alexis Jeffers and
the Hon Eric Evelyn have been stripped of their appointments as
Ministers of Government.”

The portfolios of those members of Parliament that have been
removed have been reassigned.

Wendy Phipps will assume the additional responsibility for
Tourism and Transport, including the Ports.

He said Attorney General Vincent Byron will assume the
additional responsibility for Foreign Affairs and Aviation, Education,
Youth and Sports while Akilah Byron-Nisbett, in addition to her
responsibilities, will have added the portfolio for Culture.

As understood, the subjects of Agriculture, Fisheries and Marine
Resources and Environment will be brought under the Ministry of
Sustainable Development.

Front Page Photo: Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris
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Ground Broken to Mark
Construction Phase of
USD59.9M UK/CDB Road
Upgrade Project in Belize

Representatives of the Government of Belize, the Government
of the United Kingdom (UK) and the Caribbean Development Bank
(CDB) broke ground to officially mark the construction phase of
the USD59.9 million (mn) Philip S. W. Goldson Highway and Remate
Bypass Upgrading Project.

The Project involves major improvement of 125 km of the essential
arterial route that links Belize City to the Mexican border. The work
includes road realignment, culvert construction and replacement,
and improvement of pavements and junctions. In addition, sidewalks,
bus shelters and pedestrian crossings will be installed.

The upgraded roadway will enhance connectivity, accessibility,
and the resilience of the road network in Belize, and some 55,000
daily road users will benefit from improved road safety and reduced
travel times. The construction phase, which is expected to run until
late 2023, will generate increased economic activity for the 45,000
residents of Corozal, Orange Walk and other northern communities.

The project will also support the development of livelihood
opportunities for residents in the project footprint and will help to
tackle the risks around gender-based violence and human trafficking
through public education and communication.

At the ground-breaking ceremony, which was held on May 10
in Mameyal Curve, Belize, CDBâ€™s Vice President (Operations),
Mr. Isaac Solomon said, “CDB’s 2016-2020 Country Strategy for
Belize identified this Project as an important intervention for
modernising the road network, improving communication, safety,
and resilience, and contributing to increased competitiveness and
productivity. The implementation approach integrates the cross-
cutting themes of gender equality, and environmental sustainability.
The Project is also expected to contribute to Belize’s achievement
of its Sustainable Development Goals.”

The British High Commissioner to Belize, Ms. Claire Evans, said:
“It is great to see the Philip Goldson Highway and Remate Bypass
Upgrading Project break ground, the second of the UK’s grant funded
critical highways to be upgraded. Working in partnership with Belize
and CDB, these road improvements will deliver substantial social
and economic benefits for the country.”

The road upgrade project is being partially financed by a £16 mn
(USD20.9 mn) grant from the Government of the United Kingdom,
under the UK Caribbean Infrastructure Partnership Fund (UKCIF).
The UKCIF, which provides £350 mn in grant financing for climate-
resilient infrastructure projects in the Caribbean, is administered by
the CDB. The Bank is providing USD34.4 mn in loans and grant
funding for the project and the Government of Belize has allocated
USD4.6 mn.

The initiative marks the continuation of CDB’s interventions in Belize which have benefitted several
sectors including agriculture, public utilities, housing, health and education. However, the Bank’s largest
investment has been in road infrastructure improvement where approximately BZD 330 mn, in loan and
grant financing has been provided since 1996. Previous interventions include upgrades to the Santa
Elena/San Ignacio Bypass, and the section of the Phillip S. W. Goldson Highway from Belize City to the
Airport Junction.

CDB’s Flagship Annual Meeting
of its Board of Governors will be
hosted in the Turks and Caicos
Islands in June
NEWS RELEASE May 10, 2022

TCI Premier Welcomes CDB & Development Partners to
Major Upcoming Regional Meeting

May 10, 2022, BRIDGETOWN, Barbados - The region’s advancement
will take centre stage in Turks and Caicos on June 13 - 16, 2022 when the
development community will gather in Providenciales, Turks and Caicos
Islands (TCI) for the 52nd Annual Meeting of the Caribbean Development
Bank’s (CDB) Board of Governors (BOG).

The Meeting which is being hosted by current BOG Chair, Premier of
the Turks and Caicos Islands (TCI), the Honourable Charles Misick is
CDB’s flagship event. According to Premier Misick, who also serves as
the Bank’s Governor for the British Overseas Territories, “this meeting
and similar undertakings of this nature are beneficial to both the region
and TCI to sustain and partner as we work to towards the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and more importantly decreasing our
vulnerabilities and building resilience.”

Speaking at the press launch of the Annual Meeting in TCI on May
10, Dr Hyginus ‘Gene’ Leon, President of the Caribbean Development

Bank said “resilience for us is one of, if not the most existential factors we face...being able to build resilience,
being able to drive our own future...becomes the most ethical obligation...our entire focus is on adaptation and
mitigation building resilience for a brighter tomorrow.” The Annual Meeting will enable a variety of minds and
interests in development to formulate solutions by looking practically and honestly at what has been
accomplished and what is left undone. This will undoubtedly mould a post covid recovery inclusive of all
interests with the intent of bringing Caribbean countries closer to the SDGs.

The SDGs will be examined in discussions and the region’s progress in achieving set targets evaluated.
Sessions for administrators, policy makers and institutions will look at distance from the SDGs and approaches
to measure and better target outcomes while managing vulnerabilities, accelerating adaptation and building
resilience. The Annual Meeting is a dialogue by the Bankâ€™s highest decision-making body involving
innovative, solutions-oriented discourse on current development challenges. The Bank hosts complementary
discussions with partner organisations and international experts on key issues facing the region at the event.
On the agenda this year are food security, public accounting for the SDGs, the Caribbean energy transition,
youth involvement and participation in development, development financing and the role of financing
institutions, addressing and responding to vulnerabilities, building resilience focused on CDB/s proposed
Recovery Duration Adjuster and an exploration of CARICOM-Africa linkages for accelerated development.

Participants include the President of the African Development Bank - Dr Akimwumi Adesina, President of
the Inter-American Development Bank - Mr Mauricio Claver-Carone, President of the European Investment
Bank â€“ Dr Werner Hoyer, government ministers from the Bankâ€™s 19 Borrowing Member Countries
(BMCs), development partners and private sector interests. The meetings will all examine and formulate
evidence-based strategies and precise actions to meet the SDGs by leveraging knowledge, innovation, and
creativity to foster resilience, drive economic diversity, and increase the competitive advantage for our
economies. With less than 8 years left until 2030, the region must accelerate its efforts to close the gap to the
SDGs. CDB is therefore championing innovative solutions to respond to the region’s social, financial, and
environmental challenges. The Annual Meeting, themed Measure Better to Target Better: Adaptation and
Resilience, is reflective of the Bank’s objective to propel its BMCs to align national priorities with the SDGs.
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Nevis Co-operative Credit
Union’s 50th Anniversary Relay
Run: Registration still open

CHARLESTOWN, NEVIS, May 11, 2022 (MMS-SKN) — As part of its 50th anniversary
celebrations, the oldest co-operative credit union in the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis the Nevis
Co-operative Credit Union (NCCU) Limited will hold a relay run on Saturday May 21, that will take
participants from the Vance Amory International Airport in St. James Parish to the Villa Grounds in
Charlestown.

“Even as we celebrate this important milestone, what we are trying to do at the Nevis Co-
operative Credit Union Limited is to encourage persons to be active, to exercise, and to stay active,”
said Chairman of the 50th Anniversary Relay Run Subcommittee, Mr Kenroy Warner. “We recognise
that good health habits are important if we are to move our nation forward, and exercising is one of
the good healthy habits.”

The Nevis Co-operative Credit Union Limited, which was registered on July 25, 1972, is observing
year-long anniversary celebrations under the theme -Consistency, financial Security & serving the
community: 50 years of development and prosperity”.

Other members of the Relay Run Subcommittee are Secretary, Ms Tamara Johnson who is the
Administrative Assistant Administration & HR; PRO, Ms Jaedee Caines who is the Business
Development and Marketing Officer; Assistant Secretary, Ms Jahniel Nisbett who is a Credit Service
Clerk; and members Mr Trevor Gill, the Information and Communication Technology Manager, and
Mr Thorne Browne who is a Junior Operations Officer.

With six stations along the relay run route, each team will have six participants. It is an open race
with no age or gender categories meaning that a team could have both male and female participants
of all ages. Registration fee is $60 per team of six participants.

According to Mr Warner, who is NCCU’s Information
Communication Technology Officer, registration closes on Friday
May 13. Persons are encouraged to register by visiting the Nevis
Co-operative Credit Union’s Facebook page, or calling at the office
situated at the corner of Chapel Street and Featherbed Alley in
Charlestown.

“We have a number of registered teams already and registration
closes on the 13th of May - that is on Friday,” noted Mr Warner.
“It is easy to register. You can check our Facebook page for the
flyer which has a QR code which you can scan to register, or you
can click on the link on our Facebook page to register. You can
also register at the office “come in at the office, speak to myself
Kenroy Warner or Ms Tamara Johnson and you get a registration
form.”

Participants are expected to gather at their respective stations
at 5:00 a.m. as the relay run will start at 5:30 a.m. The first station
is the Vance W. Amory International Airport, followed in order by
Oualie Beach Hotel, the bus stop at Sea Bridge Terminus, Five
Turn-in in Cotton Ground, Jessups bus stop, and TDC Depot bus
stop at Pinney’s and the relay will end at the Villa Grounds.

At the end of the race, the first placed team will win $1,000
and a trophy, while the second placed team will win $750 and a
trophy, and the third placed team will win $500 and a trophy.

“We have snack boxes and each participant will get one when
they get to the Villa Grounds,” pointed out Mr Warner. “The plan
is to have a ‘cool-down’ at the Villa Grounds as well, so when it is
all over, all the persons who would have taken part will just have
a cool down session.”

According to Mr Warner, the local Red Cross branch will be
on board to assist as well as the Police Department who would be
assisting with the flow of traffic to give the participants an
unhindered run on the busy island main road which will be used.

“The Ministry of Health, who through their Health Promotion
Unit would have held a similar event in the past are giving us
some support and guidance and assistance where we need,” said
Mr Warner. “The Sports Department, and the Ministry of Social
Development are also aware and they are giving us some
assistance as well in terms of the use of the Villa Grounds, while
the Nevis Television and Ms Judith Dasent will cover the event
which will be helpful to persons following it on social media and
mainstream media.”

Nevis Co-operative Credit Union Limited’s 50th Anniversary Relay
Run flyer. The run will be held on Saturday May 21, 2022.

Members of NCCU’s 50th Anniversary Relay Race Committee: L-R
Front row: Ms Jahniel Nisbett, Ms Tamara Johnson, and Ms Jaedee
Caines. Back row: Mr Thorne Browne, Mr Kenroy Warner, and Mr
Trevor Gill.
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Dominica Joins
Airbnb’s “Live And
Work Anywhere”
Campaign to
Welcome Digital
Nomads

Media Release Courtesy of the Discover Dominica
Authority

Friday, May 13, 2022 - Dominica has  joined the Airbnb “Live and Work
Anywhere” campaign to promote the destination to the growing number of  digital
nomads worldwide.

As flexibility becomes a permanent part of so many company cultures, Airbnb
wants to make it easier for workers to take advantage of their newly  enshrined
flexibility. With more than 6 million listings worldwide, the platform launched last
Thursday its “Live and Work Anywhere” program, an ongoing initiative to continue
working with  governments and DMOs to create a one-stop-shop for remote
workers, and encourage them to try  new locations to work, while helping to revive
tourism and provide economic support to  communities after years of travel
restrictions.

For the Caribbean region, Airbnb found that:
*• The share of nights booked for long-term stays in Q1 2022 almost doubled

compared to the same period in 2019.
*• In Q1 2019, almost 6% of all bookings were for long-term stays, while in

Q1 2022 this  percentage reached almost 10%.
*• The number of nights booked for long-term stays tripled in Q1’22 compared

to Q1’19.

Continuing the effort to partner with governments and tourism agencies to
promote responsible  travel and local economic growth, Airbnb in partnership with
the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) will promote CTO member countries
with digital nomad programs across Airbnb’s vast  global community.

This Campaign will promote Dominica through a landing page that provides
details about the digital nomad program, and also highlights the best Airbnb options
to stay in and work from in Dominica.

Destination Marketing Manager, Ms. Kimberly King  said, “The Discover
Dominica Authority and by extension the Work In Nature program is happy to
partner with the Caribbean Tourism Organization and Airbnb on this campaign.
Research is  showing a growing trend from the last 2 years of managing the
pandemic; persons want flexibility  and are particularly interested in workcations.
We are delighted to provide this through our Work In Nature program here in
Dominica.”
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‘Women empowering
Girls’ Visit Rotary Club
of Liamuiga

Basseterre, St. Kitts - Creating safe spaces where young girls can share
their fears, challenges and insecurities with women who have been through similar
experiences and have had similar feelings is the vision of the Women empowering
Girls (WeG) organisation. Established on March 7, 2022, this fledging group has
already made monumental, positive impacts on the lives scores of women and girls
in less than three months.

Founders Angelina Gracy Sookoo-Bobb (attorney) and Kristen Hendrickson
(youth advocate) joined that Rotary Club of Liamuiga as guest presenters at its
breakfast meeting on May 11, 2022. [Dr Joyelle Clarke is also a founding member
and the project lead]. The Rotarians were extremely pleased to have the ladies of
WeG as their first speakers for their first in-person meeting, following two years of
virtual meetings due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to Mrs Sookoo-Bobb, the Women Empowering Girls Mentorship
Programme “facilitates conversations between successful women in St Kitts and
Nevis business and professions and teenage girls in Secondary and Post-Secondary
schools across the Federation. A ‘speed dating’ format is used to allow (wo)mentors
(women) to meet with up to 4 mentees (students) aka ‘queenagers’ during a seminar/
event.”

Thus far, WeG has facilitated three networking and mentorship sessions and
created innumerable bonds between women and girls. Topics typically covered

during the sessions include imposter syndrome, period poverty, subject choices,
self-esteem, body positivity and questions about life in general.

Ms Hendrickson noted that WeG has plans to host more seminars and also to
extend their programme to women and girls in Nevis.
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FARMERS
RECEIVE ONE
THOUSAND

GALLON
WATER TANKS

TO BOOST
WATER

SECURITY
(Basseterre, St. Kitts, May 9,

2021):  In keeping with its pledge to
address the water supply challenges
facing many farmers in St. Kitts, the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Marine Resources is distributing 100
water tanks measuring over the next
few days.

While speaking on the distribution of
tanks, Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Marine Resources, Ron Dublin Collins
said, “This effort forms part of the
Ministry’s Agriculture Support Project
which aims to resolve the water
concerns expressed by farmers all
across the island”.

He added, “We held several
discussions with farmers, we have heard
their cries and we intend to continue
delivering to our farmers in every way
possible to ensure that they can increase
food production while also practicing
sustainable methods of farming”.

Like most Caribbean countries, St.
Kitts and Nevis faces the threat of
severe water scarcity caused by climate
change especially during drought season
when there is a significant reduction in
rainfall.

PS Collins also explained that the
water tanks will help farmers prepare
for the extremely dry weather conditions
predicted over the next few months and
will also help to improve water usage
on their farms, enhance productivity
through efficient use of water while also
securing water supplies for crop
irrigation and hydration for livestock.

The 1000-gallon water tanks are
corrosion-resistant, extremely durable
single units with a strong tank wall and
additional protection from leaks or
weathering.

They can store a total of 3785 litres
and are ideal for rainwater harvesting
and low-maintenance water storage.
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Russia Warns West
Over Risk Of Conflict
With NATO

LONDON, 12 May
(Reuters) - One of President
Vladimir Putin’s closest allies
warned the West on Thursday
that the increasing military
support given to Ukraine by
The United States and its allies
risked trigering a conflict
between Russia and the NATO
military alliance. of a direct and open conflict between NATO and Russia,”

to swathes of its former Soviet
neighbour, and raised fears of
the gravest confrontation
between Russia and The
United States since the 1962
Cuban Missile Crisis.

“NATO countries pumping
weapons into Ukraine, training
troops to use Western
equipment, sending in
mercenaries and the exercises
of Alliance countries near our
borders increase the likelihood

Conserve
Water

9 May 2022: Mr Dmitry Medvedev, Deputy Chairman of Russia’s
Security Council, at The Victory Day Parade in Red Square,
Moscow, which marked the 77th anniversary of Russia’s victory over
Nazi Germany in World War Two. Photo credit: Ekaterina Shtukina
(Sputnik via Reuters).

Medvedev said in a Telegram
post.

“Such a conflict always has
the risk of turning into a full-
fledged nuclear war,”
Medvedev said. “This will be a
disastrous scenario for
everyone.”

Russia and The United
States are by far the world’s
biggest nuclear powers: Russia
has some 6,257 nuclear
warheads while NATO’s three
nuclear powers - The United
States, The United Kingdom
and France - have about 6,065
warheads combined, according
to the Washington-based Arms
Control Association.

Putin says the “special
military operation” in Ukraine
is necessary because The
United States was using
Ukraine to threaten Russia, and
Moscow had to defend against
the persecution of Russian-
speaking people.

Putin, who says Ukraine and
Russia are essentially one
people, casts the war as an
inevitable confrontation with
The United States, which he
accuses of threatening Russia
by meddling in its backyard
through NATO eastward
enlargement.

Ukraine says it is fighting an
imperial-style land grab and that
Putin’s claims of genocide are
nonsense.

Kyiv says Putin’s invasion
has only strengthened the
Ukrainian people’s wish to turn
westwards out of Russia’s
orbit.
Reporting by Guy
Faulconbridge; Editing by
Mark Heinrich.

Former president Dmitry
Medvedev, now deputy
chairman of Russia’s security
council, said such a conflict with
NATO always carried the risk
of turning into a full blown
nuclear war.

Russia’s 24 February
invasion of Ukraine has killed
thousands of people, laid waste
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WHO - COVID-19
Falling Everywhere
Except In The
Americas And Africa

AP

Medical workers in protection suits take a rest after conducting COVID tests for
residents near a commercial office complex in Beijing on Thursday 12 May 2022.
Photo credit: Andy Wong (AP).

GENEVA (AP) - The number of new coronavirus cases reported worldwide
has continued to fall except in the Americas and Africa, The World Health
Organization (WHO) said in its latest assessment of the pandemic.

The decline comes as Europe marked a COVID-19 death milestone: 2 million
on the continent.

In its weekly pandemic report, released late Tuesday, the UN health agency
said about 3.5 million new cases, and more than 25,000 deaths, were reported
globally, which respectively represent decreases of 12% and 25%.

The downward trend in reported infections began in March, although many
countries have dismantled their widespread testing and surveillance programmes,
making an accurate count of cases extremely difficult.

The WHO said there were only two regions where reported COVID-19

COVID-19.
WHO’s report noted that some of the biggest jumps in COVID-19 cases were

seen in China, which saw a 145% rise in the last week.
Earlier this week Chinese authorities doubled down on pandemic restrictions in

Shanghai after a brief period of loosening up. The move frustrated residents who
were hoping a more than monthlong lockdown was finally easing after complaints
of food shortages and quarantines where some people were forced to surrender
their house keys.

WHO’s Tedros said Tuesday he didn’t think China’s “zero-COVID” strategy
was sustainable, “considering the behaviour of the virus now and what we anticipate
in the future.”

On Thursday, North Korea announced its first coronavirus outbreak and imposed
a nationwide lockdown. The size of the outbreak wasn’t immediately known, but it
could have serious consequences because the country has a poor health care system
and its 26 million people are believed to be mostly unvaccinated.
Follow AP’s coverage of the pandemic at https://apnews.com/hub/coronavirus-
pandemic

Shanghai, China - Sunday 10 April 2022: A medical worker conducing a COVID-19
test for residents after a confirmed case was found in the community. Photo credit:
Chen Si (AP).

infections increased: the Americas, by 14%, and Africa, by 12%. Cases remained
stable in the Western Pacific, and fell everywhere else, the agency said.

WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus warned during a press
briefing this week that “the rising cases in more than 50 countries highlights the
volatility of this virus.”

Tedros said COVID-19 variants, including mutated versions of the highly
infectious omicron, are driving a resurgence of COVID-19 in several countries,
including South Africa, which was the first to identify omicron in November.

He said relatively high rates of population immunity are preventing a spike in
hospitalizations and deaths, but cautioned that “this is not guaranteed for places
where vaccination levels are low.”

Only about 16% of people in poorer countries have been immunized against

Taiwan News - Society - Thursday 12 May 2022

Taiwan’s Teachers Union Pushes
Government To Proclaim Labour
Day A National Holiday
By: George Liao, Staff Writer
Confusing holiday rules cause problems - especially for teachers.

TAIPEI (Taiwan News) - Taiwan’s National Federation of Teachers Unions
(NFTU) on Thursday (12 May) called on the government to make Labour Day (1
May) a national holiday for all people in the country, including teachers.

Federation president Hou Chun-liang told a news conference on Thursday that
this year’s Labour Day fell on a Sunday, and all workers who were covered by the
Labour Standards Act had the following day (2 May) off as a deferred holiday,
CNA reported.

However, as teachers are not covered by the labour law, they had to work on 2
May this year.

Hou pointed out that Labour Day is not a holiday for teachers, public servants,
and physicians, and the exclusion of these professions from the holiday has caused
many problems, he said.

Federation publicity director Lo Te-shui added that the confusing holiday rules
have caused inconveniences for many people.

More than 10 million workers in the country have Labour Day off, while nearly
a million other wage earners have to work, and this inconsistency has brought
about annoyance and controversy.

At some schools, temporary workers and contracted workers covered by the
Labour Standard Act enjoyed their Labour Day off, while public servants and
teachers were made to work.

The NFTU said “Taiwan society has progressed to a point where the Labour
Day holiday controversy should be resolved once and for all.”

“1 May is also known as International Workers’ Day, and Taiwan should proclaim
it a national holiday day as other countries in the world have done in order to
honour the value and sacredness of labour, ...” the federation added.Union photograph. National Federation of Teachers Unions (NFTU).
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Insights From
Zimbabwe On How
To Link Formal And
Informal Economies
By: Dr John DaSilva Luiz, PhD,
       University of Sussex

The informal sector in Zimbabwe is massive. Finding
ways to connect it to the formal sector is vital.

functioning and well-regulated banking industry, which means our top-floor financial
system measures well against any of the leading economies around the world.
Access to capital should therefore be widely available.

But it’s not. Swathes of small businesses fail to meet the criteria set for top-
floor financing. In developed economies, small businesses have a range of
alternatives for financing from banks or other capital markets, including secured
and unsecured options.

How can this be fixed? Claiming “it’s the government’s job” ignores other players
who have the ability to play a more innovative intermediary role.

If South Africa’s two-storey economy is pronounced, Zimbabwe’s is severe.
Its house is pyramid shaped. Yet there are attempts underway to connect the
different levels. Our research looked at what these are.

The role of intermediaries
Zimbabwe has a reputation for weak and extractive political and economic

institutions. The World Bank5 estimates that the informal economy makes up
approximately 60% of the total economy; roughly 90% of those considered
‘employed” work in the informal economy.

This is especially true in the agriculture space, where the combined legacy of
colonialism and more recently, land grabs, has carved a chasm between large-
scale commercial farmers and small-scale, often subsistence farmers.

These smaller agriculture producers cooperate in their villages through a system
of mutual trust, but this way of doing things does not extend beyond the villages.
Tight legal contracts are needed to sell to the bigger retail industry players. In
addition, small-scale farmers need some level of financing to ensure access to
machinery, and a sustainable supply of input commodities necessary to plant, harvest,
and store their crops.

This is impossible without collateral to guarantee a loan, or without buying
contracts from retailers. The result is that they are trapped in a vicious cycle - they
canâ•™t borrow money to produce, nor are they able to produce to borrow money.

That’s where an organisation like the private, for-profit entity Palladium can
step in. Its approach is collaborative. In this case it backed a donor funded project,
acting as a bridge between the formal and informal economies connecting small-
scale farmers to formal markets. In other words, the staircase between the two
floors.

Palladium functions as an intermediary in various ways. It facilitates contract
farming by connecting input suppliers with small-scale farmers, who then agree to
sell the produce back to them at a pre-agreed future price. This addresses input
financing and provides a guaranteed market for the farmers’ output. It also builds
partnerships with the private sector to enable mobile buying systems. This frees
farmers from having to find a market, and ensures them a fair price; furthermore,
it relieves them of the problem of storage and packaging. As part of a consignment
stock initiative, the intermediary also keeps an electronic transaction history farmers
can use to access credit in the future by providing records and information that
would otherwise be missing.
Solutions

All these interventions are better served by intermediaries rather than through
bureaucratic government overreach. This is particularly true where government
institutional capacity is weak and corruption is common. Governments with little or
no entrepreneurial mindset fail at this because they don’t see a gap they can fill in
a sustainable way. What governments can do is enable policies that support these
intermediaries to function effectively, and to recognise that the traditional boundaries
between the public and private sectors are increasingly blurred and hybrid
partnerships provide the potential for innovative solutions.

For its part big business needs to realise that maintaining the status quo of dual
economies delegitimises markets and results in lost opportunities. The question for
intermediaries is to imagine ways in which bridging support can extend beyond
project initiatives.

These projects are time-bound, with limited budgets. If not implemented with
longevity in mind, such interventions can create dependencies rather than solve
them. That’s why longer-term, more sustainable solutions must be imagined, to
bring the formal and informal economies closer together. And also to ensure
permanent integration.

Without this kind of lateral thinking countries like Zimbabwe and South Africa
will continue to have twostorey houses with no stairway, leaving the majority of
citizens stranded on the ground floor, looking upwards. Such structural inequality is
unsustainable.

About the author: Dr John DaSilva Luiz, PhD, is Professor of International
Management at The University of Sussex Business School, and Visiting Professor
at The Graduate School of Business at The University of Cape Town. His research
interests are focused on institutions and multinational enterprises in emerging
markets, particularly in Africa, and international management strategy. Dr Luiz
previously served as a Professor and Director of International Relations at the

A Zimbabwean broom vender as he pushes his bike on the streets of Chitungwiza
outside Harare. Photo credit: Alexander Joe (AFP).

In 2003 Thabo Mbeki - then president of South Africa - described South Africa’s
economy as being like a twostorey house The top floor was quite plush, with all the
fittings packed neatly together. He referred to this as the modern, diversified
economy within South Africa.

Below that level, however, was an informal economy where the poor were
trapped in poverty, with little or no skills.

Mbeki’s analogy went further: there was no interconnecting staircase between
the two floors. In effect, South Africa had two economies and there was no bridge
between them.

What Mbeki was describing is a common problem in developing countries,
including South Africaâ•™s neighbour Zimbabwe.

My colleague Baldwin Guchu and I recently conducted research on an initiative
in Zimbabwe that is trying to address the problem. In the paper we examined the
role intermediaries are playing in connecting formal and informal economies in the
country. South Africa can learn from this.

Since 1994 South Africa has built on the existing two-storey infrastructure without
paying much attention to a stairway. At least, not one wide or sturdy enough to
encourage upward movement.

This poses a serious developmental problem - one shared by many developing
economies.

Academic research typically labels this as being a function of dualism and the
lack of institutional connections between these dual economies: although institutions
establish the “rules of the game” governing economic activity in each of these
economies, the institutions do not bridge the two disparate economies and so they
coexist but in isolation.

How often do we hear the refrain that big business does not do business with
small business?

The result of this missing link is that the two economies struggle to engage with
each other, leading to inefficiencies and substantial lost opportunities. Worse still, it
entrenches social and economic divisions, and deepens inequality. We see this
manifest in various ways in South Africa.

South Africa has deep and liquid financial markets, together with a highly (cont’d on next page)
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GSB, was a Professor at Wits Business School and was Executive
Dean in the Faculty of Management at The University of
Johannesburg. He was a Visiting Scholar at the University of
California Los Angeles (UCLA) in 1999, 2006 and 2011, at the
Universiti  degli Studi di Macerata, Italy in 2015, a Senior Global
Fellow at the School of Public Policy and Institute for Advanced
Study at the Central European University in Budapest, Hungary
and the Global Public Policy Institute in Berlin, Germany in 2016,
a Visiting Professor at Pontificia Universidad Catalica de Chile in
Santiago 2011-2013, and a Research Affiliate at Columbia
University in 2006. He is a member of various professional bodies,
and was President of The Economic Society of South Africa from
2014 to 2016. He has published in excess of 150 publications,
including over 100 articles in leading journals, and is co-author
and editor of several books published by Macmillan, Pearson and
Oxford University Press, over 20 book chapters, and the co-author
of an award-winning case study on sustainable development. Dr
Luiz also works as a consultant, and has undertaken work for
The United Nations, African Development Bank, UK Department
for International Development, Development Bank of Southern
Africa, The Industrial Development Corporation, the Department
of Trade and Industry, The United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), The Johannesburg Development Agency,
and The Centre for Development and Enterprise, amongst others.
Dr Luiz joined The Conversation on 26 May 2017.

Baldwin Guchu is a co-author of this article. He has a
background in financial management. His work focuses on the
nexus between institutions and financial markets in developing
regions.

Disclosure statement: Beyond the disclosures made above, Dr
John Luiz does not work for, consult, own shares in or receive
funding from any company or organisation that would benefit from
this article, and has disclosed noother relevant affiliation.

Partners: The University of Cape Town provides funding as a
partner of The Conversation AFRICA, which is funded by The
National Research Foundation, eight other universities, including
The Cape Peninsula University of Technology, Rhodes University,
Stellenbosch University, and The Universities of Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg, Kwa-Zulu Natal, Pretoria, and South Africa. It is

Insights From Zimbabwe
On How To Link Formal
And Informal Economies

hosted by the Universities of
The Witwatersrand and
Western Cape, The African
Population and Health
Research Centre, and The
Nigerian Academy of Science.
The Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation is a Strategic
Partner.
This article has been
republished under Creative
Commons licence.
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OECS Commission
sends Condolences to
the Government and

People of Cuba
OECS Media Release

Thursday, May 12, 2022 â•” The Commission of the
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) extends sincere
condolences to the Republic of Cuba on the unfortunate incident
involving an explosion at the historic Hotel Saratoga in Havana on
Friday, May 6, 2022.

The Commission refers in particular to the casualties and loss
of life, and the severe damage to property caused by the explosion,
and sympathizes with those who have suffered loss, injury or are
traumatized by this tragic event.

The Commission expresses profound regret on the sad
occurrence, and extends deepest condolences on the tragic loss
of life in particular.  At this difficult time, the Commission assures
the Government and people of Cuba of its solidarity and prayerful
consideration.
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Youth Camp Dorm Leader
Registration
Community Notice

The Department of Youth
Empowerment invites
applications from persons
willing to serve as dorm
leaders for the 37th Annual
Summer Residential Camp at
the Beach Allen Primary
School.

Dorm leaders are primarily
responsible for the supervision
of children in the respective
dorms and must assist with the

execution of camp-related
activities. Selected candidates

will be appropriately trained
and must be available for the
period July 17 to 24, 2022.

Registration can be done at
the Department of Youth

Empowerment, top floor of The Cable Building in Basseterre
on or before June 24. Telephone 467-1393 for more
information.
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 - INSIDE SCOOPS -

By Vigilante

FAIR SHARE FOR ALL

SCOOPS

What, in my opinion, was keeping
PAM and CCM in the coalition with
Timothy was not principle or promise
but money, power and shame.

Since early in the first term when
some of the inner circle started
abandoning the ship, the Labour Party
was being tipped off by some on the
inside that all was not well.  And that
is one of the reasons why Labour
talked from 2015 until 2020.  But
instead of crumbling, the government
ministers were up and down making
out Tim and Team Unity to be better
than sliced bread and making it appear
that Labour was living on Fantasy
Island.

Today, not even two years into the
second term, Team Unity is no more
and every single thing that Dr Denzil
Llewellyn Douglas had warned the
world about Timothy, the fired
members of Team Unity have cited
as the reasons for the mashing up.

I was talking to a PAM friend a few
days after Shawn and the others got
their letters and the person lamented
how ashamed they felt.  How they
were bawling every night.  And they
talked about the dismissals with shock
and disbelief.

And it caused me to wonder if
Shawn and the others had considered
the possibility of being fired.  Surely,
they didn’t think that Timothy would
“call the motion”.  Mark had already
detailed in a Facebook post that any
MONC would only have one outcome
and no reasonable person would
disagree with his prediction.

They also already knew that the
Governor General was not replacing
Timothy with Shawn.  As an aside, I
have to wonder which British QC was
advising them.  So if Timothy was
cornered as Shawn said in his address,
having run out of time, why am I
sensing that dissolution and
terminations might have come as
surprises to some former players?

But I digress.
The main point of my article is that

the obsession with money and power is
the reason that PAM and CCM stayed
in this dysfunctional cabinet for seven
long years.

When Timothy was embroiled in yet
another scandal way back in their first
term and he made his famous speech
that none of them could hold a candle
of correction to him, that was their
opportunity to “mash it up”.  Up to now,
none of them has told us why they chose
to ignore Timothy’s scathing accusation
that all of them were thieves with long
bags.

This was not just an undermining.
This was way more than that.  This was
saying to the world that every minister
in his cabinet was taking bribes, was
misappropriating and was involved in all
sorts of dishonesty and therefore did not
have the moral authority to point a finger
of accusation at him.

And they did not challenge him and
they are yet to try to clear their names
because all of them need to be sent
packing.  They want us to feel sorry for
them and forget all their racketeering and
give them

another chance to continue where they
left off.

Voters, how can that make sense?
Shawn didn’t challenge Timothy when

he talked about the candle.  He didn’t
stay out of cabinet for that.  None of
them ever addressed it in any of the town
hall meetings.  But as soon as his name
was included in a police report, all hell
broke loose.

Voters, the choice is clear.  The St.
Kitts-Nevis Labour Party candidates are
mature.  The St. Kitts-Nevis Labour
Party candidates are honest.  Timothy
was with birds of the same feather.  We
in Labour knew that Timothy was a bad
man.  A dangerous man.  A man to stay
far away from.

Dr Douglas and the Party have been
vindicated.  We were right that Timothy
was wrong for our federation.  Let’s
make it right again.

Vote for the St. Kitts-Nevis Labour
Party in Elections 2022.

MONEY, POWER
AND UNITY

* Humpty Dumpty lose fifty pounds since dey
drop de motion on him.  Dey say he doctor dem
worrying dat he losing too much weight and dey
planning to tek de staple dem outta he stomach so
he could start to overeat again.
* Dey say dat when de frilly mout deputy hear
dat Humpty Dumpty send tell dem he sick but he
keeping all kinda meeting and going church, he bawl
to off de mark a man dat is de same ting he did do
to Labour and dem in PAM did rejoicing.
* Humpty Dumpty had big meeting in de hotel
in de east.  Dey say dat de lady from de windward
island was teaching dem how to canvass because
she say dat people does tek people money all de
time and don’t vote for dem.
* Dey say like how none a dem did trust none
a dem in  de government is just so dey use to be
taping one another any time dey call another.  But
dey say is Humpty Dumpty who first start it.
* Dey say in he office had all kinda taping
system.  Dey say dat he had all kinda camera system
even in de toilet.  And dey say dat Humpty Dumpty
plan to drop de tape dem from next week.
* Who in de know say dat Sleepy Hammy
house pay off since he in Dubai.  And he got a new
big Jeep coming next month what done pay for.
* De whiskey lady say dat she ain’t care if what
Humpty Dumpty want is what she want.  She love
him so much dat wherever he lead her she gon
follow.  Humpty Dumpty-O.
* Dey say dat de frilly mout deputy bawl like a
baby in de airport when he realize dat he went north
and come back wid nought.  He say dat de fallen
angel de done warn him bout de St. Kitts Judas,
but dey don’t hear.
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Brendon McCullum:
England appoint former New
Zealand captain as new
men’s Test coach
From the sectionCricket BBC Sports

Kolkata Knight Riders coach Brendon
McCullum looks on from the stands
Brendon McCullum has coached IPL
franchise Kolkata Knight Riders for three
seasons

England have appointed former
New Zealand captain Brendon
McCullum as men’s Test coach on a
four-year deal.

McCullum, 40, will be in place for
England’s first Test against world
champions New Zealand at Lord’s on 2
June.

He succeeds Chris Silverwood, who
left his position in February following the
heavy Ashes defeat in Australia.

McCullum said he is aiming to “move
the team forward into a more successful
era” alongside new captain Ben Stokes.

He added: “In taking this role on, I
am acutely aware of the significant
challenges the team faces at present,
and I strongly believe in my ability to
help the team emerge as a stronger force
once we’ve confronted them head-on.”

England are winless in nine Tests
and have only one won of their past 17
matches.

McCullum’s appointment continues
England’s post-Ashes overhaul, with
Rob Key having taken over as managing
director last month, replacing Andrew
Strauss, who had stepped in on an
interim basis following the sacking of
Ashley Giles in February.

Root stood down as captain following
March’s 1-0 series defeat in the West
Indies and was replaced by Stokes.

The England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) selection panel of Key,
strategic adviser Strauss, chief
executive Tom Harrison and
performance director Mo Bobat said
McCullum was the “outstanding
candidate” for the role.

“I’ve enjoyed several robust
conversations with Rob Key about the
direction of travel for the team and have

Fabinho: Liverpool
midfielder ruled out of FA
Cup final with hamstring
injury
From the sectionLiverpool  BBC SPORTS

found his enthusiasm contagious,” added
McCullum.

“I’m no stranger to bringing about
change within a team environment, and
I can’t wait to get started.

“Ben Stokes is the perfect character
to inspire change around him, and I look
forward to working closely with him to
build a successful unit around us.”

Listen: Stumped - McCullum’s
England revolution?

McCullum, who retired from playing
in 2019, has never coached in first-class
cricket, but played 101 Tests for New
Zealand from 2004 to 2016.

He is currently head coach of Indian
Premier League franchise Kolkata
Knight Riders and previously coached
Trinbago Knight Riders to the 2020
Caribbean Premier League title.

Kolkata are likely to go out of the
IPL next Wednesday after their two
remaining group games and McCullum
is set to arrive in the UK later this
month.

The squad for the first Test against
New Zealand is set to be chosen next
week.

In looking for Silverwood’s
successor, Key split the England head
coach position into Test and white-ball
roles.

McCullum, a close friend of England
limited-overs captain Eoin Morgan, was
initially approached over the white-ball
post but has secured the Test job ahead
of former South Africa and India coach
Gary Kirsten, who was thought to be
favourite for the position.

“It has been a real privilege to get to
know Brendon and understand his
views and vision for the game,” said
Key.

“He has a recent history of changing
cricket culture and environments for the
better, and I believe he is the person to
do that for England’s red-ball cricket.

“I believe in Brendon and Ben Stokes
- a formidable coach and captain
partnership. Time for us all to buckle up
and get ready for the ride.”

After three Tests against New
Zealand, England face India in the
rescheduled fifth Test in July before
three Tests against South Africa in
August and September.

McCullum captained New Zealand
in 31 Tests, 62 one-day internationals
and 28 Twenty20 internationals, leading

them to the 2015 50-over World Cup
final, where they were beaten by
Australia.

His spell as Black Caps Test captain
started a resurgence that eventually saw
them win the World Test Championship
last year under his successor Kane
Williamson.

The wicketkeeper-batter scored
6,453 runs at an average of 38.64, with
12 hundreds - including the fastest Test
century of all time, off just 54 balls
against Australia in 2016.

England are not as close to naming
the new white-ball coach, with
candidates likely to be spoken to again
next week before the first engagement
of the summer, a three-match one-day
series in the Netherlands, begins on 17
June.

Analysis
Australian cricket commentator Jim

Maxwell on BBC World Service’s
Stumped

In 140 years of Test cricket it’s got

to be the most exciting thing England
have done in terms of appointments.

He’s still going to need the personnel
to deliver but it’s tantalising, it’s exciting
and English fans should be relishing
having Stokes and McCullum, two of the
most dynamic and inspirational people,
in charge.

This is potentially one of the best
things to have happened in English
cricket.

Former England batter and batting
coach Mark Ramprakash on BBC Radio
4

McCullum’s lack of experience
means this is thinking outside the box
but Key must feel he has the personality
to help inspire the Test side.

McCullum always talks about
wanting to take the positive option, but
he will need to have a little bit more meat
on the bone, in terms of tactics, for
England’s Test side.

It will be McCullum’s job, along with
Stokes, to find some continuity and get
the team playing better cricket.

Fabinho limps off the pitch against Aston Villa
Fabinho has played 47 games for Liverpool in all competitions
this season, including three FA Cup ties in which he scored two
goals

FA Cup final - Chelsea v
Liverpool
Venue: Wembley Stadium Date:
Saturday, 14 May Kick-off: 16:45
BST

Coverage: Watch on BBC One,
BBC iPlayer and BBC Sport website

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp has
confirmed his side will be without
midfielder Fabinho for Saturday’s FA
Cup final against Chelsea.

The Brazilian came off with a
hamstring injury in Tuesday’s win at
Aston Villa.

Fabinho will also miss the final two
league games of the season, but Klopp
hopes he will be fit in time for the
Champions League final on 28 May.

“We can cope,” Klopp said, when
asked how the 28-year-old’s absence

would impact
Liverpool’s title
hopes.

“We have to.
Having him or not
having him is a
difference but it
is all fine. That’s
normal stuff that
happens. It’s
never in a position
where you have
12 options, it’s
always in a
position where
you don’t.”

Klopp added:
“There’s a good

chance that he will be available for the
Champions League final.”

Jordan Henderson came off the
bench to replace Fabinho in the
comeback victory at Villa Park and
Klopp hinted that Henderson will retain
the defensive midfield position at
Wembley.

“Hendo came on and played
incredible. He has played super games
this season at number six, so that is not
a problem.”

A vital cog in the Liverpool machine,
the Reds will be without Fabinho for the
Premier League games against
Southampton and Wolves as they hope
for a Manchester City slip-up.

Liverpool are second, three points
behind defending champions City and
with a significantly inferior goal
difference with two games remaining.


