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Stay
Focused!

Stay Strong!
Monday was Labour Day. By all accounts it was also

Labour’s Day!
The turnout for the march and, indeed, for ALL of the

activities held over the weekend was a clear and powerful
message that shook ‘the naked emperor’ to his core.

Undoubtedly, he must by know that the people are no
longer buying whatever it is that he is selling. The people
are sending him the message that he is truly ‘naked’, and
most of our people now know him for just who and what
he really is.

One individual was overheard remarking: “That fellow
must think that we are really stupid. He realise that it is
over for him, so suddenly he is promising everything to
everybody. Fool me once, shame on you - fool me twice,
shame on me!”

Meanwhile, for all practical purposes, there is no
government. It fell when the cabinet ceased to give their
support to the prime minister. What we now have is a
dictatorship. But that is exactly what the naked emperor
loves most, and all the world are coming to realise that
the very ills and evil of which he accused others are fully
attributable to him.

As he writhes in his anger, he lashes out at those who,
having become aware of his true nature, have displayed

the courage to distance themselves from
him. Suddenly, he has gone on an all-
out effort to blacken their names, trying
to link them to the disgraced premier
of The BVI, and anyone else he can
think of. Perhaps someone should
remind him that everyone knows that he
still has matters to answer to in England,
Germany, Dubai, and elsewhere.

To the comrades, supporters, and

friends of Labour we say: “Keep the goal in
mind. Remain focused. Efforts are going to
be made to distract you. Ignore them. Help
those who are making their way back home,
and stretch forth the hands of friend ship to
those who now wish to join with us in taking
back out country.”

Remain strong, and help those who are
turning to us for help.
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Dr. Drew Talks Better
Conditions For Workers
Under SKNLP Gov’t
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Tuesday 3rd May 2022)- On the occasion of
International Workers’ Day (Labour Day/May Day), Leader of the St.Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party (SKNLP) Dr. Terrance Drew has given his party’s commitment to
improve the quality of life of workers under an SKNLP government.

“The SKNLP-led government will put in place policies, programmes and services
focused on the needs of people. We will do so using the [collaborative]
approachâ€¦and the reason is we want to [collaborate] is that we want everybody
to come together to determine the direction of our country. That means workers,
workers’ representatives, employers and government will sit all at the same table
to decide the direction of our country.”

Such sentiments were delivered during his speech on Monday 2nd May 2022 at
the Patsy Allers Play Field in St. Johnston’s Village following the SKNLP-organised
march whereby scores of workers, SKNLP party supporters, members of the
sister organization the St.Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour Union (of which the party
historically emerged) as well as others passionate towards the cause and right of
workers gathered. Many individuals were dressed in red-the affiliated colour of
the labour movement.

Following a two-year pause due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the labour
movement picked up its traditional ways of commemorate Labour Day also known
as International Workers’ Day or May Day.

Among the officials who took part in the march were all eight SKNLP candidates
Leader Dr. Terrance Drew, emeritus Leader Dr. Denzil Douglas, Dr. Geoffrey
Hanley, Marsha Henderson, Konris Maynard, Samal Duggins, Kenneth ‘Kenny’
Douglas and Leon Natta-Nelson.

Slader and Eva Henderson also attended
in lending support towards the
championing of workers’ right here in
St.Kitts-Nevis.

According to Dr. Drew: “The
struggle for justice of all workers
continues. The struggle starts in very
wombs of our own mothers, and I see
my own mother here today. It continues
with each delivery of each newborn;
loving care from birth to
maturity...finding fair work and earning
wages and retiring in dignity and relative
comfort, we believe that the struggle
means we have to do these things so it
is a struggle.”

Dr. Drew highlighted that annual
wreath laying ceremony that was held
the day before vising the gravesite of

SKNT&LU President Sydney Bridgewater along with other executive
committee members including Assistant General Secretary Curtis Francis, Mitchel

fallen stalwarts of the labour movement
which saw SKNLP and SKNT&LU
paying their respect.

“Therefore as it is tradition, we
gathered yesterday at the gravesides of
those who went before us to pay respect
and homage to them and declare before
the world that we would never forget
our ancestors because what they have
left, we are obliged to improve and
advance, and I say let us always pause
to remember ancestors and our elders;
they who shed blood, sweat and tears.
They shed it yesterday so that we may
have a better life today and a better
tomorrow.”

The eleven (11) stalwarts honoured

(cont’d on nextpage)
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on Sunday 1st May were:
Owen Caines, Charles. E Mills,
Clarence Fitzroy, Robert L.
Bradshaw, Lee Moore, E.
St.John Payne, J. E.
O’Flaherty, Sir Probyn Inniss,
Cuthbert Sebastian, Joseph N.
France and C. A P. Southwell.

That day’s SKNT&LU
representatives included
Mitchel Slader, George Dixon
and Nadine Natta.

Dr. Drew continued: “I want
you to hear clearly that they
shed their blood for example at
the Buckley’s Uprising  so that
today we can live as free men
and women here in St.Kitts and
Nevis irrespective of our
political, religious or any other
type of association, and so we
owe them a great debt of
gratitude  which we must repay
by keeping the faith, by standing
up for workers’ rights every
day not some days  but standing
up for workers’ rights
everyday... marching on Labour
Day among other duties of our
beloved movement, and so
we’re charged to continue the
tradition. The SKNLP is proud
to be associated with our sister
organization the [St. Kitts-
Nevis] Trades and Labour
Union. We salute you for
supporting the activities and the
march.”

In speaking to workers who
participated in the march, he
commented: “The reason why
you marched today was for
better; not just for yourselves,
not just for your family, not just
for your community but for your
country as a whole because we
really believe in the principles
of ‘Country above Self’ and so
we always think about those
who also exist in this society.”

“Labour Day is for all the
workers of St.Kitts and Nevis
but the message that we send
is [that] the Labour Party, the
Labour movement and we are
bastion to guard and make sure
Labour Day and workers’ rights
are defended and protected
here in St.Kitts and Nevis...,”
the SKNLP Leader said.
Photos: Sections of the
annual International

Dr. Drew Talks
Better Conditions
For Workers Under
SKNLP Gov’t

Workers’ Day (Labour
Day/ May Day) march
organized by the
opposition St.Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party (SKNLP)
held on Monday 2nd May
flowing through the streets
of Basseterre.

(cont’d from last page)
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PM Harris Appears
To Respond To
Cabinet Colleagues
Following 10 Days of
Mourning About
“Fighting For
Position”
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Tuesday 3rd May 2022)-
Prime Minister and Leader of the People’s Labour
Party (PLP) Dr. Timothy Harris appears to have given
a response to his estranged colleagues who presently
do not support him as head of the Team Unity
Government and are trying to have him replaced by
Deputy Prime Minister Shawn Richards of the
People’s Action Movement (PAM).

At a PLP Labour Day concert event organized
event held on the night of Monday 2nd May 2022 at
the Douglas Play Field in St. Peter’s-without calling
any names or speaking directly about the situation, PM
Harris gave some comments which are believed to be
replying to the six cabinet ministers of PAM and the
Concerned Citizens Movement (CCM) who recently
filed a motion.

In talking about highlights of Labour Day speech
made earlier that day, he said “...we understand the
challenges of the people! Certain people are fighting
for position; I am fighting for you! Some people want
a big man’s job but they are children! So I say on
behalf of the People’s Labour Party, we are the only
party that can welcome all of you. That is why tonight
so many of you are here! Whether youâ’re PAM or
Labour, CCM or NRP, the People’s Labour Party is
the party for you!”

Meanwhile PLP Deputy Leader and Parliamentary
Representative for Constituency Three (West
Basseterre) Akilah Byron-Nisbett claimed that PLP
is the only party that has been delivering for the people
and will continue to do so.

“This is our time! The time is now!  The time is
here! I’m sure you feel it in the atmosphere.  This is
time for PLP and PLP, we have one thing to say...We
love we PLP! PLP is the only party delivering for the
people and PLP will continue to deliver for the people
in 2022, 2023, 2024, 2024, 2025, 2026, 2027...”

Comments from the two PLP officials came after
the country’s 10 days of mourning for the death of
former Nevis Premier, Ambassador Vance Amory who
was buried on Saturday 30th April during a state funeral
held in Nevis.

The length of time for national mourning was heavily
debated in the public as some critics claimed such was
used by PM has a political tactic amidst the drama of
the internal issues within the Team Unity government.

At a recent press briefing, PAM Leader and the
country’s Deputy Prime Minister Shawn Richards
accused PM Harris of undermining his own cabinet.

 “Many of the projects to be undertaken by CCM,
PAM and even the other PLP minister were frustrated
and starved of money from the ministry of finance,
and the reason was to make us look bad and make
one man look good because later [Dr. Harris] he would
implement some measures and claim that only he was

responsible,” he claimed in part.
At that time, he publicly revealed a Motion of No

Confidence was filed the day before (25th April) against
PM Harris by members of Team Unity which was
formally lodged with the clerk of parliament.

He shared the group’s expectation that in keeping
with the rules of parliament that the motion will be
placed on the Order Paper for an urgent sitting of
Parliament and that a sitting of Parliament to hear the
motion will be scheduled at the earliest possibility”

Notably, a leaked letter-dated 27th April- from the
office of the clerk indicated that Speaker Michael
Perkins in response said he is reviewing the resolution
to ensure that it met the stipulated requirement in both
the Constitution and standing order of the national
Assembly which includes seeking independent legal

advice.
Meanwhile, another letter leaked dated 3rd May

from the Governor General Tapley Seaton addressed
to the elected representative highlighted that their
communication requesting that the Prime Minister be
removed and to appoint another minister in his stead
has been reviewed noting that under the Constitution
â€œno such power resides in the Governor-General
and I am therefore unable to accede to your request.”

Front Page Photo: (Right) Prime Minister and
Leader of the People’s Labour Party (PLP)
Dr. Timothy Harris and Leader of the
People’s Action Movement (PAM) Shawn
Richards
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Astaphan Looks At Group
Resignation In PM Harris
Leadership Matter
By: Spokesman Newsroom

Always remember:
PLP IS NOT LABOUR!

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Wednesday 4th March
2022) - Dwyer Astaphan, a
well-known  political
commentator and former
government minister is
questioning why the current six
government ministers who do
not support Prime Minister Dr.
Timothy Harris as head of the
Team Unity administration did
not submit a group resignation.

In his latest audio
commentary aired on Tuesday
3rd May 2022, in looking at the
present situation shared his opinion that
“If this second interpretation is correct
then the six gentlemen need to formally
resign and amend their motion of no
confidence or prepare a new one unless
they’re hoping that maybe the opposition
Labour Party will file one...”

Astaphan stated: “With the collapse
of Team Unity, things have been
happening rapidly one after the other.
We know that the Speaker of the
National Assembly is seeking legal
advice as to whether the motion of no
confidence filed against the government
and the Prime Minister on April 25th by
cabinet ministers Brantley, Richards,
Jeffers, Evelyn, Grant and Powell is in
order. I think that if there is a defect in
that motion of no confidence in the
notice, it would be related to the fact
that when it was filed, the six gentlemen
were still members of cabinet. Maybe
they are still members of cabinet today
as we speak.”

He continued: “I say this because
there is a view that it would be at best
awkward and at worst unacceptable for
cabinet ministers n to be signatories to
a motion of no confidence against an
administration of which they are
members. People who hold that view
think these six gentlemen should have
first resigned from cabinet. Why didn’t
they sign a formal group resignation
letter before their letter to the GG
[Governor General] address their
resignation letter to the Prime Minister,
enclose a copy of that letter to the GG
and then inform the country accordingly.
Wouldn’t that have removed any doubts
and potential delays?”

“On the other had you might ask
whether upon notifying the Governor
General of their lost trust and
confidence in the Prime Minister  and
their intention to bring a motion of no
confidence against the government and

the Prime Minister, their employment at
cabinet  and their respective ministerial
portfolios would have automatically
ended You may think that in their letter
to the Governor General, the six
gentlemen effectively and automatically
terminated themselves as cabinet
ministers there and then. Let’s be
realistic. How many of you expect them
to go back to cabinet and those of you
who believe they technically terminated
themselves might therefore believe that
from that date they should not be paid
as cabinet ministers.”

According to him, the present
situation with a cabinet of five Harris,
possibly Hamilton, Byron-Nisbett, Phipps
and Byron instead of the eleven will
raise questions relating to legal and or
political validity of the actions and
decisions of this those deeply decimated
and diminished cabinet.

“So either by their letter to the
Governor General, their cabinet
membership for all practical purposes
ended in which case therefore there may
be no defect in their motion of no
confidence or their membership did not
technically end with their letter to the
Governor General in which case the
motion may be defective.”

“If this second interpretation is
correct then the six gentlemen need to
formally resign and amend their motion
of no confidence or prepare a new one
unless they’re hoping that maybe the
opposition Labour Party will file one
which is the way it is done under the
west minister system, the opposition files
motions of no confidence and I don’t
think it’s any different here,” he noted.

Additionally, Astaphan commented:
“You may ask why the Speaker hasn’t
received the legal advice yet. It shouldn’t
be deep and heavy in law and it
shouldn’t take so much time to research
and deliver...”
Photo: Dwyer Astaphan
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PM Harris: Income
Support Programmes
To Be Extended
...Talks Workers’ Pay
Increment
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Wednesday 4th May 2022)-
Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Dr. Timothy Harris has
announced that the government will extend the Income and
Disability Support Programmes.

He made the disclosure during his Labour Day Message to
the nation on Monday 2nd May 2022 which revealed that such
support programmes  will run for an additional three (3) months
running up to June 2022 as one of the government’s five short-
term fiscal policy measures.

“This will further assist workers who remain unemployed, are
on significantly reduced wages or have additional expenses from
caring for children with disabilities.  Several heads of households
have told me how beneficial the disability support has been to
their families. I am happy that my government will extend this
support,” he said about that specific measure.”

In a separate announcement, PM Harris reported that “my
government has determined that our civil servants, pensioners and
STEP workers will benefit from an increase in wages, salaries
and pensions at a rate of 10% retroactive to January 2022.”

“This is another clear example of our investing in our people
as we put more money in the pockets of a large number of our
citizens and residents. These resources will translate to increased
purchasing power for approximately 4,000 salaried Civil Servants,
1,064 Government Auxiliary Employees, 1,365 Pensioners and
2,800 STEP workers.  This also has the great potential to propel
increased economic activities which will in turn contribute to the
economic recovery and stimulate job creation across the
Federation,” he expressed.

Moving on, Dr. Harris indicated that given the increasing
inflationary pressures faced by the population, the short-term fiscal
policy measures have been adopted for immediate implementation.

The other four areas as outlined by him include VAT and import
duty removal and reduction of import fuel.

As reported by the Finance Minister, on April 13, 2022, the
Government granted approval to amend the price build up for
gasoline such that the increase in prices at the pump would be
moderated.  The Excise Tax on the importation of fuel was reduced
from $2.25 per gallon to $0.95.

“This significant reduction will be in place from April to
September 2022.  The Government also granted an increase in
the Gas Station Dealers Margin by $0.30.  In addition to the
amendment to the price build up for gasoline, we will extend the
Fuel Subsidy Programme for an additional six (6) months until
September 2022.  These measures are being done to mitigate the
cost of fuel at the pump and to keep the cost of public transportation
affordable for our people,â€€ he said.

Furthermore, according to him, the government will reintroduce
the duty-free allowance that is usually permitted during the month
of December on the importation of food items by non-commercial
importers from May 01st to September 30, 2022.

This will be the longest period that such generous concessions
have been granted to our people. This initiative would allow
households to import 500 pounds of food items free of duties and
taxes.  This measure will benefit persons on low incomes who
spend a higher portion of their earners on food,â€€ Dr. Harris
commented.

 Additionally, he shared that an eight-month cap will be placed
on the freight cost that is used in the calculation of duties and
taxes that are paid on the importation of goods.

“The cap will be set at the average freight cost for 2019, the

year immediately preceding the onset of the pandemic.  It is anticipated that this cap would help to
moderate the rise in prices that is being observed as a result of increased freight cost.  Let me take
this opportunity to make very clear this government’s firm expectation that all suppliers must pass
on the benefit of this concession to consumers who face rising prices. The Department of Consumer
Affairs will enhance monitoring of these developments to ensure that savings are passed on to the
consumers,” he stated.

Another area, PM Harris pinpointed will further extend for an additional 6-month period, that is
from July to December 2022, the removal of VAT and import duty on hygiene items and the removal
of import duty and customs service charge on selected items such as vegetables, fruits, fruit juices,
cough and cold preparations and vitamin supplements.
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T’Shaunte Smith is
Miss Labour Queen 2022

By: Spokesman Newsroom
BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Monday 2nd May 2022)-From a field of eight competitors,

Tâ€™Shaunte Smith of Constituency Three emerged winner of the Miss Labour Pageant held on
the night of Saturday 30th April 2022 at Carnival Village in Basseterre.

The new Queen, copped two out of four segments which were Best Motivational Speech and
Best Creative Wear.  The young beauty was crowned by Party Leader Dr. Terrance Drew.

Constituency Four representative Taiyonce Liburd-who won Best Evening wear-placed First
runner-up while Adoncia Mulraine of Constituency Six got the second runner-up and was adjudged
Best Performing Talent.

Jewvonna Morson of Constituency Eight placed Third Runner-up, and emerged the winner of
the online Most Popular on Social Media award.

The other four contestants were Desica Nisbett of Constituency Two who won the Miss
Photogenic Award, Tamiqua Douglas of Constituency Five, Cleo Fahie of Constituency Seven
and Sapphire Mathew of Constituency One.

This annual event, which is held as one of the activities spearheaded by the St.Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party (SKNLP) for the observance of  Labour Day (International Workers’ Day/ May
Day), was staged for the first time in two years due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Photo: The 2022 Miss Labour Queen T’Shaunte Smith of Constituency Three (Photo
credit: Facebook/St.Kitts-NevisLabour Party)

-  NEWS -

Photos: Sections of the annual International Workers’ Day (Labour Day/ May Day) march organized by the opposition St.Kitts-Nevis Labour
Party (SKNLP) held on Monday 2nd May flowing through the streets of Basseterre.
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Join The  St. Kitts-Nevis
Trades  Labour Union

 - NOW -

Reuters - World - HEALTH - WHO
- Thursday 5 May 2022

COVID Led To 15
Million Deaths
Globally Not The 5
Million Reported -
WHO
By Jennifer Rigby

now had not been counted were
in India. The report suggests
that 4.7 million people died there
as a result of the pandemic,
mainly during a huge surge in
May and June 2021.

The Indian government,
however, puts its death toll for
the January 2020-December
2021 period far lower: about
480,000.

WHO said it had not yet fully
examined new data pro-vided
this week by India, which has
pushed back against the WHO
estimates and issued its own
mortality figures for all causes
of death in 2020 on Tuesday.

WHO said it may add a
disclaimer to the report
highlighting the ongoing
conversation with India.

In a statement, issued after
the numbers were published,
the Indian government said
WHO had released the report
“without adequately addressing
India’s concerns” over what it
called “questionable” methods.

The WHO panel, made up
of international experts who

20 December 2021: The WHO pictured at the entrance to the WHO
building in Geneva, Switzerland. Photo credit: Denis Balibouse
(Reuters).

5 May (Reuters) - Almost three times as many people have
died as a result of COVID-19 as official data show, according to
a new World Health Organization (WHO) report, the most
comprehensive look at the true global toll of the pandemic so far.

There were 14.9 million excess deaths associated with COVID-
19 by the end of 2021 the UN body said on Thursday.

The official count of deaths directly attributable to COVID-19
and reported to WHO in that period, from January 2020 to the
end of December 2021, is slightly more than 5.4 million.

The WHO’s excess mortality figures reflect people who died
of COVID-19 as well as those who died as an indirect result of
the outbreak, including people who could not access healthcare
for other conditions when systems were overwhelmed during huge
waves of infection.

It also accounts for deaths averted during the pandemic, for
example because of the lower risk of traffic accidents during
lockdowns.

But the numbers are also far higher than the official tally
because of deaths that were missed in countries without adequate
reporting. Even pre-pandemic, around six in 10 deaths around the
world were not registered, WHO said.

The WHO report said that almost half of the deaths that until

6 April 2021: A man consoling his relative after seeing the body of
his father who died from the COVID-19 desease before his burial at a
graveyard in New Delhi, India. Photo credit: Danish Siddiqui
(Reuters).

have been working on the data for months, used a combination of
national and local information, as well as statistical models, to
estimate totals where the data is incomplete - a methodology that
India has criticised.

However, other independent assessments have also put the
death toll in India far higher than the official government tally,
including a report published in Science which suggested 3 million
people may have died of COVID in the country.

Other models have also reached similar conclusions about the
global death toll being far higher than the recorded statistics. For
comparison, around 50 million people are thought to have died in
the 1918 Spanish Flu pandemic, and 36 million have died of HIV
since the epidemic began in the 1980s.

Samira Asma, WHO assistant director general for data,
analytics and delivery for impact, who co-led the calculation
process, said data was the “lifeblood of public health” needed to
assess and learn from what happened during the pandemic.

She called for more support for countries to improve reporting.
“Too much is unknown,” she told reporters in a press briefing.

Reporting by Jennifer Rigby; Additional reporting by Leroy
Leo in Bengaluru; Editing by William Maclean and Hugh Lawson.
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Strengthened
School Lunch
Standards
Improved
Obesity Outlook
For Low-Income
Children Regulations that strengthened the nutritional requirements for school lunches were associated with a

decline in signs of obesity among free or reduced-price lunch participating school children in
kindergarten through 5th grade, according to a new RAND Corporation study. Photo credit: CC0
Public Domain.By RAND Corporation

Examining low-income children over two periods of time,
researchers found that students who participated in the free or
reduced-price federal National School Lunch Program after
nutrition standards were strengthened showed less weight gain
than children who participated in the earlier version of the program.

The findings are published
in the journal JAMA Network
Open.

“Our findings suggest that

improving nutritional standards for school lunches can help reduce
the trajectory toward obesity among the low-income children who
participate in federal school lunch programs,” said Andrea S
Richardson, the study’s lead author and a policy researcher at
RAND, a nonprofit research organization.

Obesity remains high among American children, with severe
obesity growing particularly fast among low-income groups.

While school meals are a critical source of nutrients for low-
income children, a growing body of evidence suggests that prior
to 2010 they may have contributed to childhood obesity.

In response, Congress adopted the Healthy, Hunger Free Kids
Act of 2010, which elevated nutritional standards for federal school
lunch programs.

The healthier menus, which included increased fruit, vegetable
and whole grain amounts, were adopted in 2012.

Researchers examined the influence of the healthier school
lunch regulations by examining two groups of low-income children
both before and after the adoption of the healthier school lunch
standards. The two groups totaled about 5,960 children.

The study found that children who participated in the school
lunch program before the nutritional reforms showed more signs
of weight gain by the time they reached 5th grade, as compared
to children who did not participate in the school lunch program.

Once the healthier nutrition standards were put into place,
children who participated in the school lunch program did not show
any differences in weight gain when compared to children who
did not participate in the school lunch program.

The findings suggest the nutritional improvements prompted
by the Healthy and Hunger-Free Kids Act may have eased the
link seen previously between participation in subsidized school
lunches and obesity among school children.

While the findings support the benefits of higher standards for
school lunches, researchers said that many of the low-income
students in the study still appeared to be headed toward obesity.

“Increasing access to school meals with more rigorous
nutritional requirements that are culturally pleasing to children may
be needed to achieve greater success in reducing child obesity,”
Richardson said.

Journal information: JAMA Network Open

Provided by: RAND Corporation
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Sagicor supports Caribbean Broadcasting Union’s Caribbean
Media Awards Sponsors Health Education and Financial
Literacy Journalism Awards

Bridgetown, Barbados: For the second consecutive year, Sagicor has signed
on as a sponsor of the Caribbean Broadcasting Union’s (CBU) Caribbean Media
Awards.

The regional insurer continues to signal its support of media across the Caribbean

with the sponsorship of the health education journalism award. This year, the
company also introduced an additional award for financial literacy journalism. The
health education journalism award highlights news, current affairs or public service
content, in any television programming or print format that focuses on and promotes
an understanding of the national or regional health sectors or advances health and
wellness while the financial literacy journalism award highlights news or current
affairs content in any television programming or print format that focuses on and
promotes an understanding of the financial components and skills pertaining to the
effective management of money and debt.

Last year’s health education journalism awards were won by Great Belize
Productions (Channel 5) in the television category and the Broadcasting Corporation
of Bahamas in the radio category. The pieces dealt with various aspects of HIV/
AIDS.
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Dr. Didacus
Jules
reappointed for
a 3rd Term as
OECS Director
General

Press Statement by The
Chairman of the OECS

Authority the Right Honourable
Dr. Keith Mitchell

Tuesday, May 3, 2022 - In my
capacity as Chairman of the OECS
Authority, I am pleased to announce that
The Authority has unanimously
reappointed Dr. Didacus Jules as
Director General of the Organisation of
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) for
a Third Term. The Director General’s
reappointment was first announced to
the staff of the OECS Commission
during a recent meeting.

Dr. Jules was first appointed as
Director General of the OECS in May
2014, and during his tenure, has
continued to advance the regional
integration effort with the addition of
Guadeloupe to membership of the
OECS.

He has also continued to progress
some of the key objectives of the
Revised Treaty of Basseterre that
include the free movement of people and
harmonized initiatives in environmental
sustainability, education, health, youth
development.

His leadership has been instrumental
in this current global environment of
uncertainty and instability, increasing the
Organisation’s agility in responding to
crises and mounting a swift response to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Dr. Jules has always been a catalyst
for advancing sub-regional issues and
he continues to be proactive in dealing
with OECS matters. He continues to
demonstrate visionary leadership and
we are confident that he will continue
to lead in the right direction over the next
four years.

The OECS Authority congratulates
Dr. Jules on his reappointment and looks
forward to working with him and the
staff of the Commission.
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ILEA Day 2022
The U.S. Embassy to Barbados collaborated with the

International Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA) in Roswell,
New Mexico to gather regional Eastern Caribbean law
enforcement officials for “ILEA Day 2022”.

The workshop brought together 25 law enforcement and
criminal justice executives from Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados,
Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts and Nevis, and St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, to celebrate the accomplishments of the alumni
network and to discuss collaboration, mentoring and training within
the region.

Commodore Errington Shurland provided welcoming remarks
which highlighted the importance of cooperative security within
the Eastern Caribbean. U.S. Ambassador Linda Taglialatela
addressed the attendees during opening remarks, noting, “It takes
a network to beat a network. With transnational criminal
organizations targeting gaps in the system, it is up to us to work
together to reduce barriers to cooperation. The United States will
continue to support
collaborative and cooperative
law enforcement partnerships
through training programs,
cooperative engagements, and
alumni working sessions such
as this one.”

In addition, Ms. Jo-Anne
Xavier-Cuffy of Dominica was
the global honoree for the
“Outstanding Cooperation with
Regional Partners” award for
her “tenacious resolve to fight
corruption and routinely
working with other ILEA
alumni to foster cooperation
between Financial Intelligence
Units in the Caribbean.” Diani
Jimesha Prince of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines and Police
Commissioner Atlee Rodney of
Antigua and Barbuda were also
recognized for their noteworthy
successes within the alumni
network.

The participants have taken
part in various advanced-level
Executive Development
Symposiums on Transnational
Organized Crime at the
International Law Enforcement
Academy in Roswell, New
Mexico. ILEA Roswell is the
United States Department of
State’s advanced training
academy for international law
enforcement professionals.

ILEA Roswell provides
senior-level academic
instruction on the latest law
enforcement and criminal
justice techniques, equipping
foreign law enforcement
officials with the skills and
knowledge to effectively
investigate and combat crime in
their respective countries.
ILEA Roswell is part of an elite
group of five ILEAs that serve
as important tools in supporting
U.S. foreign policy and law
enforcement objectives around
the world.

Youth Camp Dorm Leader
Registration

Community Notice
The Department of Youth Empowerment invites applications from

persons willing to serve as dorm leaders for the 37th Annual
Summer Residential Camp at the Beach Allen Primary School.
Dorm leaders are primarily responsible for the supervision of

children in the respective dorms and must assist with the execution
of camp-related activities. Selected candidates will be appropriately

trained and must be available for the period July 17 to 24, 2022.
Registration can be done at the Department of Youth Empowerment,
top floor of The Cable Building in Basseterre on or before June 24.

Telephone 467-1393 for more information.
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US Sanctions On
China’s HikVision
Will Hit Over 180
Countries Including
Taiwan
By Liam Gibson, Staff Writer

Chinese company’s cameras have been used by
Taiwan government and military for years.

Sanitize  / Wear Your Mask
Wash Your Hands

Pedestrians in Beijing, China being tracked by facial recognition technology from
state-owned surveillance equipment manufacturer Hikvision. (AP photo).

TAIPEI (Taiwan News) - The US is preparing to place sanctions on the world’s
largest surveillance equipment maker, Hikvision, in a move that would impact more
than 180 countries that use the Chinese firm’s gear.

The US is reportedly warning its allies of the coming changes, per a Financial
Times report.

The measures could be disruptive for companies and governments around the
world, since any entity that continues to do business with the banned company will
violate US sanctions.

Washington has accused Hikvision of enabling the repression of Uyghurs in the
country’s Xinjiang region. Vietnam, The US, Mexico, The UK, and Brazil are the
Hangzhou-based company’s top export destinations, per TOP10 VPN.

Hikvision’s products have been widely used in Taiwan too.
In 2019 Hikvision supplied roughly a third of Taiwan’s security cameras, per

UDN. Despite some city councilors raising concerns over the security risk, they
have been used by Taiwan government departments and even the country’s military.

In July of that year Taichung city councilors took issue with the high number of
Hikvision cameras that watched over Taichung’s Taiwan Boulevard, which had
triggered data privacy concerns. In response the Taichung City Government
requested the installation company to dismantle the equipment and replace them
with cameras made by Taiwan companies.
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Why COVID-19
Gaslighting By
Politicians Is So
Dangerous For
Democracy
By Dr Jason Hannan, PhD,
University of Winnepeg

prescription - “Assess your own risk.”
Political leaders have reversed course, urging their

constituents to “learn to live with COVID.”
The dismantling of pandemic infrastructure,

however, suggests that those constituents must learn
to live instead as if COVID-19 no longer exists.

By removing basic protections that enabled us to
survive the pandemic for the last two years, public
health policy has effectively been rewritten in light of
the desires, demands and delusions of anti-maskers,
anti-vaxxers and COVID-19 denialists.

Fiction vs. reality
Western politicians and public health officials have

managed to craft a fictional universe in which we have
reached endemicity, where infection is now “mild” and
getting “milder” by the variant, where COVID-19 is
“like the flu,” where mass infection builds a “wall of
immunity” and where voluntary vaccination alone is
our ticket out of the pandemic.

This sunny picture has numerous problems.
First, not only are we nowhere near endemicity,

there would be nothing to celebrate about it if we were.
Second, the glib talk of mild infection overlooks

COVID-19’s frightening vascular and neurological
effects. Those infected by it are at increased risk of
serious heart complications, including inflammation,
acute coronary artery disease and cardiac arrest. Even
mild cases can lead to changes in brain structure.

According to one recent meta-analysis, 43 per cent
of COVID-19 survivors experienced symptoms of
what’s known as long COVID, signalling a coming
nightmare for public health, the economy and education.

For a supposedly mild disease, COVID-19 notably
led to hospital collapse in both the United Kingdom
and Canada in April 2022.

Public gaslighting

contagious and rapidly evolving virus.

Undermining democracy
A functioning democracy requires some common

ground upon which its citizens can agree. COVID-19
gaslighting erodes that common ground. It erodes

trust in government and public health, as well as
institutions, like school boards, that follow their cue.

It undermines the public authority of medicine and
biomedical science to guide us through the pandemic.

Just as climate change has been subjected to
“bothsidesism,” we now increasingly hear about “both
sides” of COVID-19. When politicians encourage us
to “move on,” COVID denialism becomes a
respectable opinion.

Despite our habit of entertaining “both sides” of
many issues, some things just aren’t a matter of political
opinion: whether Trump won the 2020 election, whether
climate change is real and whether we’re still in a
pandemic.

People silhouetted as they sit in a bar having a drink
during the COVID-19 pandemic in Toronto on 30 March
2022 as cases continued to climb in Ontario and around
Canada after most provinces lifted various restrictions
and mask mandates. Photo credit: Nathan Denette (The
Canadian Press).

In the aftermath of the 6 January 2021 uprising at
the United States Capitol building, the Republican Party
faced a crucial moral test: whether to reject the
baseless conspiracy theory that the 2020 general
election had been “stolen” from Donald Trump, or to
embrace that dangerous falsehood as official party
dogma.

After gauging the political winds, the Republican
Party cynically chose to embrace the falsehood, going
so far as to ostracize party members who upheld the
truth. In doing so, the GOP solidified its mutation from
a political party to a political cult.

After two years of acknowledging the dangers of
COVID-19, something eerily similar has happened with
public health policy across the western world.

‘Live with it’
Federal and municipal governments in North

America, Europe and Australia have begun lifting basic
protections like vaccine and mask mandates, winding
down public testing, ending contact tracing and
withholding critical public health data, like case counts,
hospitalization numbers, wastewater results, and even
the size of local outbreaks.

Pandemic management has been transformed from
a public health problem to an individual one.

A near-naked participant protesting during a ‘Rolling
Thunder’ demonstration in Ottawa on 30 April 2022.
Photo credit: Sean Kilpatrick (The Canadian Press).

The now-quaint 2020 slogan “We’re all in this
together” has since been replaced with the dire

A paramedic loading a stretcher back into an
ambulance after taking a patient to the emergency room
at a hospital in Montroal in April 2022. Photo credit:
Ryan Remiorz (The Canadian Press).

Yet none of these grim realities are
acknowledged by politicians who insist that we “just
move forward” and “get on with our lives,” and who
repeat the “freedom convoy” talking point that we need
not be “afraid.”

There’s a vast chasm between the COVID-19
fictions of politicians and the realities of hospital wards
and long COVID clinics. The downplaying, dismissal
and denial of these realities amount to public gaslighting,
a reckless political manoeuvre with unsettling
implications for the future of western democracies.

As it turns out, we are still living in a post-truth
world. But this time it’s not Donald Trump who’s
distorting reality.

Instead it’s federal and municipal governments
across the political spectrum gaslighting their citizens
and constituents, denying the reality and severity of a
pandemic that, once again, is tearing through our
communities at frightening speed, driven by a highly

Trump lost. There’s no other side to a fact. Photo credit:
Joe Maiorana (AP).

Unfortunately, western political leaders and
some public health officials have decided to indulge
the worst kind of individualist impulse: the desire to
choose your own reality, including the fantasy that the
pandemic is over.

This is the unfortunate consequence of a market-
driven society in which truth is just one more
commodity, where the line between citizenship and
consumerism is dissolved, and where many feel entitled
to cancel election results and the pandemic alike just
as they would an order from Amazon.
Erosion of trust

Perhaps, most tragically, COVID-19 gaslighting
erodes our trust in each other. It feeds our mutual
suspicion, paranoia, hostility and division. When
infection risk is intrinsically social, the promotion of
noxious ideological concepts like “individual choice”
and “assessing your own risk” only encourages us to
blame each other in the event of an outbreak.

Counter-protesters looking on at convoy-style ‘Rolling
Thunder’ protest in Ottawa on 30 April 2022. Photo
credit: Patrick Doyle (The Canadian Press).

Public health policy modelled on The Hunger Games
is a recipe for confusion and chaos.

COVID-19 gaslighting will only deepen our existing
social divisions and exacerbate our culture wars, further

(cont’d on next page)
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eroding our already fragile democracies.
As SARS-CoV-2 continues to evolve, surprise, disappoint and

frustrate us at every turn, COVID-19 gaslighting will drive citizens
deeper into isolated and self-enclosed silos, online and off-line.

It will further encourage the violent trolling of health-care
workers and scientists, and feed dangerously reactionary politics.

Extremism is the only possible beneficiary of this erosion of
public trust.
About the author: Dr Jason Hannan, PhD, is Associate
Professor of Rhetoric and Communications in the Department of
Rhetoric, Writing, and Communications at The University of
Winnipeg, an appointment which he has held since 2017. He holds
the degrees of Bachelor of Science (BSc) in Information Systems
from Northeastern University, and Master of Arts (MA) and
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Communication, both from Carleton
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Jiancong Su T/A Yern Hun Supermarket
John England Village

Seeking Three (3) Persons
To Pack Shelves

Contact - 665-4061

NICHOLAS POORAN
APPOINTED WEST
INDIES MEN’S ODI
AND T20I CAPTAIN
Tuesday, 3 May 2022 - ST JOHN’S, Antigua -  Cricket

West Indies (CWI) today confirmed the appointment of Nicholas
Pooran as the West Indies Men’s One-Day International (ODI)
and T20 International (T20I) captain, following the international
retirement of Kieron Pollard.

Pooran will take over the captaincy for the West Indies ODI
and T20I teams after being Pollard’s deputy over the last year.
The appointment will include the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup in
2022 and the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup in October 2023.
Shai Hope has been recommended to stand as vice-captain of the
ODI team.

CWI’s Director of Cricket Jimmy Adams said: “We believe
Nicholas is ready for the challenge of leading our white ball teams
given his experience, performances, and the respect he has within
the playing group.  The Selection Panel believes that Nicholas

has matured as a player and
were impressed with his
leadership of both teams when
Kieron Pollard had been absent.
The experience he has
gathered playing in various
franchise leagues around the
world was also a factor in the
decision to recommend him for
the T20 captaincy.”

Pooran has already
captained the West Indies Men
in Pollard’s absence, leading
them to a CG Insurance T20I
Series win at home against
Australia in 2021.

The left-handed
wicketkeeper/batsman has
eight half-centuries and an ODI
century to his name. He has
also scored eight T20I half-
centuries for the West Indies
Senior Men’s team. He first
burst onto the cricket scene
representing the West Indies
Under-19 team at the 2014 ICC
Men’s U19 World Cup,
smashing 303 runs from six
matches.

CWI President Ricky
Skerritt congratulated Pooran
on his appointment saying,
“Nicholas Pooran is a specially
gifted cricketer, and the right
person to take over the white
ball captaincy. We are
confident that he will continue
to climb the leadership learning
curve speedily, and
successfully. I appeal to all
West Indies cricket
stakeholders to give Nicholas
the support and encouragement
that he deserves.”

Pooran expressed his delight
in his appointment saying, “I am
truly honored to be appointed
captain of the West Indies
team. I am following the

footsteps of several giants of the game who have created an
amazing legacy for West Indies cricket. This is indeed a prestigious
role, a pivotal position in the West Indian society, as cricket is the
force that brings us all West Indians together. To be named captain
is indeed the highlight of my career so far and I want to drive the
team forward to accomplish great things on the field for our fans
and loyal supporters.”

His first outing as captain will be the three away ODIs against
The Netherlands in Amstelveen starting May 31 which form part
of the ICC World Cup Super League.
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By: EQUITABLE SHARE FOR ALL

 - INSIDE SCOOPS -

By Vigilante

FAIR SHARE FOR ALL SCOOPS

All parties who are contesting the
upcoming elections can’t take their
eyes off The Evil One.  Considering
what he did to Dr Douglas and the
St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party, Sam,
PAM and CCM, nothing can be taken
for granted.

The Evil One wants to prove a
point and we can’t let him.  Whatever
has to be done, must be done
because if the Evil One gets his way,
all of us who oppose him will be
doomed.

When he was only the MP, not
even a drain cleaning job would be
given to any of his constituents if they
didn’t support him.  Life was made
extremely difficult for anyone who
dared to oppose him.  Imagine now
that he is head of the pack.

Now that PAM and CCM have
finally admitted that it was a serpent
in their midst all the time masquerading
as a fish, they are trying their best to
end the nightmare.  The problem is
they are trying to do it without any
effort.  They don’t seem prepared to
give up even a day’s pay.  They want
a seamless transition from one leader
to the next.

If they were trying something, fine.
But if they really expected to happen
what legally couldn’t happen, I am
scared.  I read their press release that
they were convinced they had a
strong argument.  I am not a lawyer.
Even Lawyer Mark said it didn’t
work when they tried it with Dr
Douglas so I don’t know why Lawyer
Mark thought it would work with the
Evil One.

I’m hearing about motions of no
confidence and I’m hearing about
commissions of inquiry.  I’m hearing
that it was since 2015, yes, 2015 that
things started to go awry in the
government.  But they held on for

whatever reason until we are where we
are today.

Douglas Wattley said that the Evil
One is the master of transactional
politics and that is why Shawn and
Mark are so disappointed and
disappointing.  They were out
transacted and out manoevered every
step of the way.  They had given up
so much for so little.

Shawn must have thought that
getting the Public Works Ministry was
well worth betraying his colleagues for
the Evil One.  Let’s see if the motion
will be withdrawn if threats of a
commission of inquiry become real.
Transactional politics again.

The same can be said of the other
three whose names are being called in
possible commissions of inquiry.
Who would have thought that in 2022
we would be at this place.  These
people’s hatred of Dr Douglas was so
misplaced that numerous warnings
from inside and outside went
unheeded.  And now look at where we
are today.

But we can still save the day.  It will
mean hard work and sacrifice but we
can return our country to much more
than a semblance of normalcy.  The
Unity experiment has failed.  From its
very inception it was created for the
wrong reasons.  And even when those
involved recognized that it was a farce,
the politicians preferred to put self
above country and not put people
first.

The St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party is
no experiment.  It is not by accident
that all major developments and
investments in the country took place
when our party was in power.  Let us
return our party to Church Street.  For
the good of our country.  For the good
of the people.

For the good that we can do.

MOTIONS, COMMISSIONS
AND THE EVIL ONE

* Humpty Dumpty send he people dem to see who
all government worker went go march to write dung dey
name.  But when dey see dat it ain’t look like people
fraid no more, dey call Humpty Dumpty quick, quick and
tell him dat water more dan flour.
* Humpty Dumpty tell de security people dem not
to let no band go on de road.  But he see for heself dat de
people dem done mek up dey mind and band or no band
dey was marching for him to see.
* Dey say all week is meeting after meeting Humpty
Dumpty keeping to see how he could lock up he defector
dem.  Dey say dat is de fallen angel, Ole Mother Hubbard
and de petty fellow who putting de file dem together on
de traitor dem.
* De frilly mout deputy say he got file too.  He say
dat he got all de complain dem dat de hotel worker dem
and de police man dem mek on Humpty Dumpty.  And he
got all de text dem dat he send to de young police man
dem.
* Off de mark a man say if he want commission a
quiry he gon get commission a quiry.  He say he got de
report bout when police had to come because de waiter
did planning to deal wid Humpty Dumpty.  He say busing
and commission ain’t got no rules.
* De frilly mout deputy ketch a draft after he tek
off he big suit and tie and went outside.  So de doctor tell
him dat he know he trying to look like important people
but now and den he gon have to wear he pretty three
quarter pants dem and cut he hair like de cock on de corn
flakes box so dat he body don’t get too hot up one time.
* Since de scatterflam in de government, nobody
does see de whiskey lady.  Dey say dat Humpty Dumpty
did trying to get her to run gainst Frilly so she keeping a
low profile while dey do some poll.
* Humpty Dumpty got de man so bazurdee dat he a
write letter to who ain’t write him and he writing people
name wrong.  Dey say he done tell Humpty Dumpty dat
he tired, he sick and he need to done and he tell him dat
he ain’t want to end up like de cricketer.
* Humpty Dumpty done planning to send way de
fallen angel and de big ass up NEMA like de last time.
So he had was to mek back up wid de fallen angel because
dey did fall out.  But de people dem in de different
constituency dem say it not going so dis time. If dey know
what good for dem, dey will tell Humpty Dumpty dat dey
done wid all de illegal ting dem dat he want dem do for
him.
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Man City must ‘process’
semi-final defeat and
‘come back’ - Pep
Guardiola
4 May 2022     From the section BBC SPORTS

Pep Guardiola says Manchester City must “process” their remarkable Champions
League semi-final loss to Real Madrid and “come back” as they look to defend
their Premier League title.

City had a final spot snatched away from them in Spain as Real scored twice in
stoppage time and again in extra time to come back from two goals down.

They lead Liverpool by a point in the league and face Newcastle on Sunday.
“It is tough for us, I cannot deny,” Guardiola said of Wednesday’s loss.
“We were so close to the Champions League final.
“Now we need to process that and come back, with our people at home and in

the last four games we have.”

Real Madrid stun Man City to reach final - action and reaction
In one of the finest knockout ties in Champions League history, City looked to

be emerging victorious after Riyad Mahrez’s goal gave them a 5-3 lead in the tie.
But two goals from substitute Rodrygo in stoppage time for a Real side who

had previously not had a shot on target levelled it up before Karim Benzema’s
penalty won it for the Spanish side in extra time.

“In the first half we did not have [the] game, we were not good enough. But we
did not suffer much,” Guardiola told BT Sport.

“After we scored the goal we were better. We found our tempo and our game
and the players were comfortable. It is not like in the last 10 minutes they attack
and attack and you suffer. It didn’t happen.

Pep Guardiola comforts Oleksandr Zinchenko at full-time in Spain

Pep Guardiola has now suffered six eliminations at the semi-final stage of the
Champions League, joint most with Jose Mourinho

“They put a lot of players in the box, with Eder Militao, Rodrygo, Vinicius
Junior, Karim Benzema and they put in crosses and scored two goals.

“We didn’t play our best, but it is normal, a semi-final, the players feel the
pressure and wanting to do it. Football is unpredictable, it is a game like this. We
have to accept it.”

Guardiola has won the Champions League twice as a manager - at Barcelona
in 2008-09 and 2010-11.

Since he joined City in 2016, they have been knocked out in the quarter-finals

three times and reached their first final last season, losing to Chelsea.
If you are viewing this page on the BBC News app please click here to vote.

‘They could blow up after this’
City’s attention now turns back to the Premier League title race, with Liverpool

- the side they would have faced in the Champions League final had they got there
- their challengers.

The Reds face Tottenham on Saturday evening, the day before City’s game
with Newcastle.

With the lead at the top so tight with just four games to go, pundits have questioned
just how much Wednesday’s loss may affect the reigning English champions.

“It is such a distressing loss,” former England defender Jonathan Woodgate
told BBC Radio 5 Live. “What ramifications does that have on the league? They
could blow up after this.”

Former Manchester City defender Joleon Lescott told BT Sport: “You have to
be a bit lucky. We have seen Manchester City fall at this hurdle before.

“There is still a lot to play for. The fans have to play a part on Sunday, they have
to lift this team.

“It’s been a long time since Pep Guardiola won the Champions League the first
time, so I am sure this will be devastating for him.”

Three Lions: Football
Association will continue to
play England fans’ anthem
From the sectionFootball  - BBC SPORTS

Italy flag reading It’s Coming Rome!
Some opponents love to use ‘it’s coming home’ against England

It was intended as a “bittersweet love
song” but led to suggestions England
were arrogant and entitled.

Three Lions (Football’s Coming
Home) has been a go-to chant for
England fans since it was released
before Euro ’96.

But reports on Thursday suggested
the anthem - written by musician Ian
Broudie, and comedians David Baddiel
and Frank Skinner - might be ditched.

Responding to those stories, Euro ’96
hero Paul Gascoigne said it was a
“nonsense” and that the Football
Association had “totally lost the plot”.

The FA’s response was swift and
unequivocal.

“Contrary to reports this morning, the
FA still plays Three Lions at major
Wembley matches and has never had
any intention of doing otherwise,” it said.

“The song belongs to the fans and is
about the hope of following the England
team.

“It was requested by the FA to be
played as one of our team songs at the
2018 World Cup and at the Euros last
summer, and this is our plan going

forwards.”
So the familiar refrain of “football’s

coming home” will continue, as - no
doubt - will talk of perceived English
arrogance.

But Baddiel once said: “I think the
song is the opposite of arrogant. It’s a
vulnerable song about magical thinking.

“What does happen is that when
England are doing well, Football’s
Coming Home itself becomes a kind of
mantra pushing us towards victory.”

Germany fans have adopted the
song too, and opponents love to use it
against England when they can - Three
Lions fans have painful memories of
Italy defender Leonardo Bonucci
screaming “It’s coming Rome!” into a
camera after Italy won the Euro 2020
final at Wembley last summer.

But whatever your views, it looks as
though the song is here to say.

The creators behind 1996 anthem,
Three Lions: Ian Broudie, Frank Skinner
and David Baddiel.

The song was written in 1996 and
got a rework before the 1998 World Cup


