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Editor’s note: Sunday is the fourth one of Lent and marks the
beginning of the fourth week of our Lenten Journey. At this

stage many of us are becoming tired and begin to weaken. It is
at times such as these that we need to strengthen our resolve.

The messages of The Son of God are reassuring.
The Lenten Journey 2022:

A Layman’s Perspective - 5
At this stage of this year’s Lenten journey we tend to feel tired and tend to become spiritually

lethargic, and perhaps even physically so. This is quite understandable, for we are but mere
human beings, and the forces of darkness arrayed against are quite formidable.

We may even begin to feel that it is impossible for us to resist the power of the evil one,
however, at Chapter 1 Verse 137 of The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ According To St Luke we
are reassured that with God nothing is impossible.

Therefore we all can, and should, take comfort in that assurance and continue on our journey
full of confidence that, with prayer and fasting, we can restore our connection with our Heavenly
Father, and once again enjoy the abundance of His Heavenly Grace.

It is at such times that we should pause every now and then, and reflect on that which was
suffered by Jesus Christ, in fulfilment of His divine mission here on earth, He having been sent
by The Father to fulfil His plan for our salvation.

God’s love for us is unlimited, that is why He sent His Son to suffer and to die, in a most brutal
manner, all for our sake. That is why, at Chapter 3 Verse 16 of The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ
According To St John, we are reminded: For God so loved the world, as to give his only begotten
Son; that whosoever believeth in him, may not perish, but may have life everlasting.

Yes, oh yes, fellow travellers, let us continue on this year’s Lenten Journey confident that
God and His Son very much want us to complete it and regain our spiritual reconnection.

Our Country
Needs The

Sound
Leadership of

Labour
For some weeks now the people of this beloved country of

ours, St Kitts and Nevis, have been treated to the sordid spectacle
of members of the governing ‘regime’ openly ‘at war’ amongst
themselves.

Elsewhere in the world persons of honour would have resigned
in disgust, reported on the matter to the electorate, and done
whatever was necessary to restore the governance of the country
to some semblance of normalcy.

It seems as if, for the time being at least, the people would be
within their rights to assume that there is no person of honour in
the regime, not even one! Let us all hope that such is NOT really
the case.

The matter has attracted international attention, and it paints
us in a very bad light.

A few days ago, via YouTube, CARIBUPDATE presented an
analysis that was stinging in its criticism the whole matter, pointing
out that, in the given circumstances, anywhere else the prime
minister would have assembled his cabinet and offered his
resignation.

Clearly, in present day St. Kitts and Nevis, that is NOT going
to happen.

It will be recalled that in last Friday’s editorial we pointed out
that there is a sufficient number of cabinet members to go to the

governor general, inform him that they no longer
support the prime minister, and ask for a new
appointment.

It seems as if that too is NOT going to happen.
The carib update commentator reminded us

that Mr. Shawn Richards was the only member
of the coalition who attended the swearing in
ceremony of the prime minister for his second
term in office. Perhaps we all failed to pay
sufficient attention to that occurrence and what
it foretold.

As the commentator pointed out, at the
recently held PAM Annual Convention, the leader
of PAM and the leader of The CCM, both of
whom are members of the (so-called) unity
coalition, before the whole world, openly put the
prime minister on political trial and convicted him,
even as he sat listening to them, his face partially
hidden by a COVID mask.

As she opined, this weekends’ PLP
convention should prove to be an interesting one.

In a very recent address the deputy prime
minister, Mr. Shawn Richards, apparently made
a statement in which he agreed with Mr. Mark

Brantley that Nevis is not getting its ‘fair share’
of CBI monies.  Yes, indeed, this PLP convention
could prove to be a very interesting one.

What is ever so sad, and most disheartening
about all of this, is the fact the DISUNITY is
happening at a time when our country is very
badly in need of sound management. With the
COVID pandemic still raging, with a world on
the brink of chaos, and with global supply
shortages looming, our country is desperately
crying out for real leadership and ‘good
governance’ (remember that ‘promise’?!?).

Instead we are most insultingly treated to
more prettiness and traffic lights. Indeed, some
persons will say “prettiness can’t done”. Other
will say “pretty lights for so!”

None of that will help us.
Our country is most desperately in need of

the sound management which only Labour can
provide. Our long and well established record is
proof of that.

It is time for Dr. Harris and his lot to go! It is
time for Dr Drew and his dedicated and loyal
team.
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By: Precious Mills
BASSETERRE, St. Kitts

(Thursday 24th March 2022)-Bus
drivers who operate from the College
Street bus stop area in Basseterre are
currently working with authorities to get
their concerns addressed after the
turning on of traffic lights-on Tuesday
22nd March 2022- left them upset and
confused since no preparations were put
in place by the Traffic Department for
loading and offloading passengers, even
though questions were asked “months”
before.

Speaking with bus drivers on the
morning of Thursday 24th March, this
media house got an update that for the
loading of passengers, they have been
allowed to move closer to the original
area of about 80 feet after for pass
having a talk with officials the day before
in the area. As understood, for them (the
bus drivers), such is comfortable at this
time as they await improvements in
general which includes having a bus stop
facility.

When initially asked to move at a
further area beyond the traffic lights,
safety, poor lighting, distance, traffic
congestion as well as inconvenience for
residents were some of the issues
pointed at by the bus drivers who
generally operate along the routes in the
St. Peter’s and Shadwell communities
as well as some parts in Basseterre
along the way.

As gathered, officials from the
Transport Board, Transport Minister
Lindsay Grant and Traffic Department
combined visited the area after the
drivers created a public debate about
the situation.

“Is all of us come together and
decide...They (the officials) tried to
assess and came and asked us what

would be comfortable for us for the time
being so we tell them we are too far up
the road so even if we could come down
a little more...Everything still ain’t official
yet,”  bus driver Lorenzo shared.

Vice President of the St.Peter’s Bus
Association Devon Caines, during an
interview with this reporter the day
before (Wednesday), explained that
questions have been put to local
authorities â€œmonthsâ€€ before the
traffic lights were turned on.

“Yesterday, they (traffic police)
came. We were forced to move up here,
and as you can see no sort of
preparations up here were made. You
could say that we’re in the center of
the road because there are vehicles
parked. Right now we’re loading double
parking which to me it ain’t make no
sense  because if you going to mark out
de box and send us up here without a
proper area, that ain’t good at all. They
didn’t notify, no preparations were
made. Yesterday they caught us off
guard and we’re asking information like
‘When are you going to mark out this
area? When de lights turn on way we
going?’ We’ve been asking this for
months.”

Here is what some other bus drivers
had to say that day.
Bob- “The way they come yesterday,
it wasn’t pleasing to us. They treat us
like they think we are a set of animals;
they ain’t got no respect for us. You
know like when you have a bundle of
sheep or goat in your garden and you
go and run them out? That is how they
treat us yesterday. It’s not good, and
we’re very important in this place to the
public so they have to come better than
that. The police in particular, I will say,
they don’t have any respect for busmen
in this place and that’s a big concern

Bus Drivers In Traffic Lights Drama: ‘We Asked About
Bus Stop Changes Months Before’

Traffic department officers and a mark-out worker are seen trying to assess the College
Street area for the bus drivers to occupy on the morning of Wednesday 22nd March
2022 (Spokesman Snap)

that we have.”

Devon - Unruly Busman- “I have a
question. All these years when they
telling people vote for dey furture, if the
bus stop wasn’t part ah dem future or
we future when dey feel dey could do
as dey like all over and now want put
people way dey want? That’s a question
ah want to ask dem: What kinda future
we must vote for  when tings ah happen
when e want and how e want and
nobody could do nothing and say nothing, (cont’d on page 05)

and it wrong. Yeah, das all a got to say.”

Lorenzo- “We are not denying the fact
that we have to move. We know that
we’re supposed to move but they show
up the afternoon and tell us we have to
move. They didn’t mark out up above
to say ‘This is gonna be you all new bus
stop’. They didn’t notify residents that
the bus stop is going to move. What we
concern about, we come up by de step
and come up by de alley no safety is in
the ghaut. Yeah we need the bus stop,
yeah we know it ain’t going come now
but they shoulda do it the proper way
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Police Find
Different Date
Details In Deadly
Missing Man
Matter
By: Spokesman Newsroom

B A S S E T E R R E ,
ST.KITTS (Thursday 24th
March 2022)-Police
investigation has led to updated
information about the date
when 40-year-old Mario Riley
was last seen and the date when
he was killed.

The Tabernacle resident
was reported missing and found
dead almost two weeks later,
and to date police have charged
someone for the crime.

A police statement issued on
Wednesday 23rd March 2022
indicated that the death of
Mario Riley was a homicide.

It was reported that on that
day, 25-year-old Shakeem
Thomas of Basseterre was
charged with his murder.

Credible information
reaching this media house
indicates that the accused, who
is currently in police custody, is
the victim’s half-brother from
his father’s side.

Police say the offence was
committed on March 01.
Initially, police reported that
Riley was last seen on
Thursday 3rd March wearing
a black, plain t-shirt, long black
pants and a pair of black and

white sneakers.
In responding to a question

posed by local media about the
dates regarding the difference
between the date when the
police stated that Riley was last
seen and the date of his death,
a spokesperson at the Police
Public Relations Department,
had this to say: “I have been
informed that when he was first
reported missing, the Police
began making enquiries. They
had received some information
that indicated that Riley was
last seen on March 03, 2022.
The investigation has since led
to evidence which revealed
otherwise.”

Riley was reported missing
on Sunday 6th March, and
police reported some that his
body was found on the evening
of Friday 18th March, semi-
clad along a dirt road leading to
Beaumont Park in Dieppe Bay.

Personnel from the Forensic
Department processed the

scene and items of evidential
value were collected.

The Police are appealing to
persons who might have
information regarding this

incident to contact the
Tabernacle Police Station by
dialling 465-7227, the Violent
Crime Unit by dialling 467-
1887, 467-1888, 662-3468, their

nearest Police Station or the
crime hotline at 707.

Photo: 40-year-old Mario Riley
(Police Photo)
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with marking out and do what they need to do so that we
comfortable...so that we good. That.s why we acting out.”

Front Page Image: On Wednesday 22md March 2022, a
bus driver who operates at the College Street bus stop is
pictured holding a sign which reads â€˜WE WANT A
BUS STOPâ€™ as the bus drivers draw public attention
on the matter after they were asked to move to an area
where no preparations were in place after the traffic
lights were turned on. An officer from the Traffic
Department looks on. *Spokesman Snap)

Bus Drivers In Traffic
Lights Drama:

(cont’d from page 03)

New Cuban
Ambassador Visits
Workers Union
Office
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts( Wednesday 22nd March 2022)-
David Rivero Perez, the newly-appointed resident Ambassador
of the Republic of Cuba here in St.Kitts-Nevis on Monday 21st
March 2022 paid a courtesy visit to the office of the St.Kitts-
Nevis Trades and Labour Union at its headquarters at Masses
House on Church Street in Basseterre.

Union General Secretary Precious Mills, during an exchange
of words, spoke about the nature of the organization in
championing the cause of workers.

President Sydney Bridgewater expressed gratitude to
Ambassador Rivero Perez for visiting the office in looking forward
to a close working relationship.

In an interview with this union’s Labour Spokesman publication,
the Cuban ambassador informed that he has been in the Federation
since December 2021 having been in India for his most recent
residential post.

“I came here with my family...and I honestly it feels like home
because it’s an island similar to Cuba with the sea and the
mountains so we can breathe fresh air.”

Ambassador Rivero Perez highlighted that he has received a
“warm welcome” from every place he has visited in St.Kitts-
Nevis noting that “I had some meetings with the government and
ministers and everybody agree [about] the [good] relationship with
Cuba in the health sector, for the training of students from St.Kitts
and Nevis; preparing the in different sectors but mostly in the
medicine so I feel the thanks of all the people that. Also, a lot of
Cubans are living here and we have to work with them also, and
so I am very happy to be here to have this opportunity to be in
St.Kitts-Nevis.”

Additionally, outlined that as the immediate former resident
ambassador Abelardo Hernandez Ferrer did, “the idea is to try to
do the same, to continue the relationship, and if possible, to
[expand] to other sectors like the trade sector, health
technology...all that we can do for St.Kitts-Nevis; we are very
excited to do that.”

Front Page Image: (Left) President of the St.Kitts-Nevis
Trades and Labour Union Sydney Bridgewater and the
newly-appointed resident Cuban Ambassador in St.Kitts-
Nevis David Rivero following a visit to the union’s office
on Monday 21st March 2022 (Spokesman Snap)
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Joshua Obadiah
Williams Award
won by Janiecia
Alisha Powell

On Wednesday 23 March 2022 at a modest
ceremony in the Poinciana Conference Room of
the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College,  the Joshua
Obadiah Williams Monetary 2022 Award (EC $3
000) was presented to  Nevisian teacher Janiecia
Alisha Powell.

The award was established in 1995 and is given
annually to the Division of Teacher Education
graduating teacher who receives the top grade
from the University of the West Indies
Examinations.  Janiecia was a Nevisian student in
the Early Childhood Program at Clarence Fitzroy
Bryant College (CFBC), with a near-perfect GPA.

Joshua Obadiah Williams after whom the
Joshua Obadiah Williams Primary School is named
was born to Victor and Elisabeth Williams in 1926,
in Barnes Ghaut, Nevis. Joshua Obadiah Williams
after completing the Seventh Standard Certificate
at 16, became a pupil-teacher at St. Thomas School
in Lowland, Nevis. He moved to St. Kitts in 1948
and continued to teach.

After completing studies in 1957 at Barbados’
Erdiston Teachers College, and in 1965, at the
University of the West Indies (UWI) in Mona,
Jamaica, where he earned his Professional
Certificate in Education. Joshua Obadiah Williams
returned to St. Kitts and was appointed
Headmaster of the Molineux All-Age School
Joshua Obadiah Williams retired from the
Basseterre Boys School in the early 1980s.

Joshua Obadiah Williams is remembered as an
Educator, Philosopher, Poet, Disciplinarian, and
Humanitarian.

Janiecia Alisha Powell, affectionately known
as Jay, was born in April 1995 in the quiet
neighbourhood of Prospect Estate, Nevis, to
Larington Powell and Janice David, two devoted
parents.  She attended the V & J Preschool, the
Ivor Walters Primary School, the Charlestown
Secondary School, and Clarence Fitzroy Bryant
College for Sixth Form, Division of Arts and
General Studies. In 2022, Janiecia enrolled in the
Teacher Educating Division of CFBC in the Early
Childhood Program.  Janiecia would like to express
her sincere and deepest gratitude to the Williams
family, particularly Victor and Joyce, for presenting
this award. She expresses gratitude to Dean Dr
Pennyfeather and all lecturers for the love and
support during her stay at CFBC.

She is also eternally grateful to the supportive
cooperating teachers, family, friends and Ms
Jomella Frazer, who provided housing.

“Thank you for your kindness toward me during
my time at CFBC. I appreciate your time and effort
during this trip, and I dare say I will be eternally
grateful to you for seeing me through my worst
daysâ€”thank you also for your confidence in my
talents. You will be much missed, and I hope that
this path as a professional teacher alters and
moulds me in the same way that Joshua Obadiah
Williams, who loved to teach, did.”
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ST.KITTS-NEVIS BITCOIN NEWS RELEASE

Employees Get Paid in
Bitcoin Cash Salaries - BCH

Sees Widespread Adoption in
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Sint

Maarten, Antigua
ST.KITTS-NEVIS ( MONDAY 21ST MARCH 2022)-

During the last few years, Saint Kitts and Nevis, the dual-island
nation in the Caribbean, has become a hotspot for bitcoin cash
adoption and other islands like Antigua and Sint Maarten have
also seen growing crypto acceptance. This week, a member of
Sint Maarten’s Parliament requested to get his entire salary paid
in bitcoin cash and while a large swathe of merchants in Saint
Kitts and Nevis accept the crypto asset, it’s become so user-
friendly employees have requested to have their payroll settled in
bitcoin cash.

Bitcoin Cash Adoption Surges in Saint Kitts and Nevis, Sint
Maarten, Antigua - Elected Sint Maarten Official Sparks Interest
in BCH Payroll

On March 20, 2022, data stemming from the web portal
map.bitcoin.com indicates that there are several hundred
merchants throughout a number of Caribbean islands that accept
bitcoin cash (BCH). Bitcoin cash is a peer-to-peer, decentralized
digital currency that allows users to transact without a third party
in a very inexpensive manner. Metrics from the website
map.bitcoin.com show that large concentrations of BCH
acceptance derive from islands like Antigua, Barbuda, Saint Kitts
and Nevis, Sint Maarten, and a few other islands in the Caribbean.

For instance, Saint Kitts and Nevis has 129 bitcoin cash (BCH)
accepting merchants with a population of just over 53,000
residents. BCH supporting establishments include Sharkies
Souvenirs, Kings Mini Mart, The Perfume Shop, Glitter Jewelry,
St Kitts Resort Wear, Dem Timez Bar, Grant & Powell Attorneys,
Food Centre, Cocoplums Garden Bar & Grill, and dozens more.

Sint Maarten and the surrounding area have 123 BCH
accepting businesses with a population of 41,000. BCH accepting
merchants in the region include businesses like Rafi Barber Shop,
Cabinet Physical Therapy, Nature Animal Hope Hill, Ours Private
Chef, Oasis Food & Drinks, Beds Nâ€™ Beyond, Rickâ€™s,
and Elite Travel Caribbean. Merchants from Saint Kitts and Nevis
and Sint Maarten have discovered that the Bitcoin Cash network
is a lightning-fast, secure, borderless peer-to-peer electronic cash
system with low processing fees.

Presently, Antigua’s population of 99,300 residents has 69
merchants that accept bitcoin cash. Merchants on the island that
accept BCH include establishments such as Skullduggery Cafe,
Antigua Yacht Club Resort, 5 Senses, Clean Foodâ€™n Jooce,
Creole Antigua Tours, Barefoot Antigua, Cool Cabana,
Catherineâ€™s Cafe, Axxess Marine Antigua, and Sheer Rocks
Restaurant.

Employees From a Myriad of Businesses Seek Bitcoin Cash
Payroll Following Sint Maarten MPâ€™s Announcement

Angel investor and Bitcoin.comâ€™s founder Roger Ver
resides in St. Kitts and the crypto investor and entrepreneur has
promoted the use of peer-to-peer electronic cash in the country
for years. On March 18, The St. Kitts-Nevis Times reported that
Ver has been seeking approval for cryptocurrency automated teller
machines (ATMs) on St. Kitts. The following day, Rolando Brison,
the leader of the United Peopleâ€™s Party and member of Sint
Maartenâ€™s Parliament announced he requested his entire
salary to be paid in bitcoin cash.

MP Brison believes his country should embrace blockchain
technology and cryptocurrency solutions. “By having my entire
salary paid in bitcoin cash (BCH), I hope to signal my belief that
it represents a viable additional means of commerce, transacting,
and savings in St. Maarten,” Brison told the press on Saturday.
“Bitcoin cash is already the most widely accepted cryptocurrency
on the island and is increasingly accepted in the Kingdom, the
region and the world,” the Sint Maarten MP added. Brison further

said that he is exploring possibilities to legislate BCH and make it
a national currency.

In a tweet published on March 19, Brison further said: “I can
do all my groceries, pay rent, even make my car payments in
BCH, its already widely accepted on the island so works for all
citizens.”

On Sunday 19th March 2022, Sunny Gehani, a businessman
from Saint Kitts and Nevis,7 and Sint Maarten, said that with
bitcoin cash adoption becoming so widespread, employees from
several businesses in Saint Kitts and Nevis want to be paid in
bitcoin cash. Gehani mentioned employees looking to be paid in
BCH stem from businesses like Square Duty Free, which has
several locations in Saint Kitts and Nevis. Employees working for
merchants such as the restaurant Asian Voyage, the designer
jeweler RK Gems, the spa and salon Beauty Inside Out, and Frigate
Bay’s Buddha Bar have requested to be paid in BCH as well.

“The number of merchants in Saint Kitts and Nevis accepting
bitcoin cash is rising on a daily basis - At the same time, the rest
of the Caribbean has been showing great interest as well,” Gehani
added.

Interest in bitcoin cash has
also spread, as BCH accepting
merchants can be found in
Montserrat, St. Barths,
Guadeloupe, Anguilla, and
Puerto Rico. Gehani remarked
that he’s been in contact with
business owners from these
regions where bitcoin cash is
trending. Moreover, Gehani
concluded that merchants from
India and United Arab Emirates
(UAE) have also been showing
interest in accepting bitcoin
cash for goods and services.
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Police Offer Lump Sum Reward In School Fire
Matter
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Monday 21st March 2022)- A
reward in the sum of EC$35,000 is being
offered by the Royal St. Christopher and
Nevis Police Force for information that
leads to the arrest and successful
prosecution of the person(s) responsible
for the fire at the Joshua Obadiah

Williams Primary School in the Molineux community.
On Friday 18th March 2022, The St. Kitts and Nevis Fire and Rescue Services

Department in Tabernacle responded to a report of a fire at the school just before
10 p.m. When the Fire Officers arrived at the school they met several classrooms
engulfed in flames. The classrooms from kindergarten to grade five and their contents
were completely destroyed.

A police statement disclosed that on Sunday 20th March, Commissioner of
Police Hilroy Brandy visited the scene and expressed his disgust with the matter.

“My visit to the school left me in more shock and dismay than I could imagine.
The images I saw before were disheartening, but actually seeing the school was
even more difficult. Regardless of the motive, this malicious offence has adversely
affected scores of our nation’s youths who deserve to learn in a comfortable
environment. We are taking this matter very seriously and will need all the help we

can get to solve the case,”
Commissioner Brandy is reported to
have said.

Anyone who may have information
that can move this investigation forward
is asked to call the Tabernacle Police
Station by dialling 465-7227, their
nearest Police Station or the crime
hotline at 707 where information can be
given anonymously.

Investigations into the matter are
ongoing.

Photo collage showing the aftermath scene of the fire at the Joshua Obadiah Williams Primary School with police (Police Photo)

Sanitize /
 Wear & Your Mask
Wash Your Hands

Conserve
Water
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Reuters - International Edition - Asia Pacific
- Thursday 24 March 2022

Taiwan Says
‘Reunification Law’
Would Put Too Much
Pressure On China

TAIPEI (Reuters) - A senior Taiwanese official said on Thursday he did not
see China adopting a “reunification law” as it would put too much pressure on
Beijing to set a timetable for bringing the island under its control, which could
severely raise tensions.

Illustration of China’s and Taiwan’s flags. Image credit: Dado Ruvic (Reuters).
China, which views democratically run Taiwan as its own territory, has not

officially proposed such legislation, which would be a follow-up to a 2005 law
giving Beijing the legal basis for military action if it judges Taiwan to have seceded
or to be about to.

But it has been discussed in state media, and last week a spokesperson for
China’s Taiwan Affairs Office, asked about a suggestion from a political adviser
for such a law, said they “carefully listen to and study opinions and suggestions”.

Taiwan rejects China’s sovereignty claims and says only its people can decide
the island’s future.

Taiwan’s National Security Bureau Director-General Chen Ming-tong, taking
questions from lawmakers in parliament, said a Chinese proposal for such legislation
had generated a lot of discussion previously.

“It’s equivalent to setting a timetable. In the past, during the Deng Xiaoping era,
they tried to set a timetable, but in the end thought it best not to, as it would put
pressure on them,” Chen said, referring to the Chinese leader who died in 1997.

Chinese President Xi Jinping told a Taiwanese envoy in 2013 that a political
solution to their standoff on sovereignty could not be postponed forever, though he
has never set a timetable.

China has ramped up its military pressure against Taiwan over the last two
years or so, and the Taiwan Strait that separates the two remains a potentially
dangerous military flashpoint.

Chen, whose last job was head of Taiwan’s China-policy- making Mainland
Affairs Council, said he did not think China was gearing up for an attack this year,
as Xi was getting ready for a key Communist Party congress at the end of the year
to confirm him for a third term in office.

“He needs to maintain stability,” Chen said.
(Reporting by Roger Tung and Ben Blanchard).
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Denzil Douglas in tribute to the
late Madeleine Albright;

BASSETERRE, St Kitts, March 24, 2022 - Former St Kitts
and Nevis Prime Minister, the Right Hon. Dr. Denzil L. Douglas,
has paid tribute to former United States States Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright who passed away on Wednesday at the age
of 84.

“I am deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Madeleine
Albright. She was a pioneering leader in the USA public service.

As the first woman to ever become Secretary of State under
President Bill Clinton, she also received the 2012 Presidential
Medal of Freedom for her outstanding exploits as a renowned
diplomat,” said Dr Douglas who met with Albright on many

occasions.
Dr. Douglas, who served as Prime Minister and Minister of

Foreign Affairs of St Kitts and Nevis, was among Caribbean
leaders who met with US President Bill Clinton and Secretary
Albright at the CARICOM-US Summit in Barbados in May 1998,
at which the “Partnership for Prosperity and Security in the

Caribbean” was signed.
At the inaugural annual

meeting between the
CARICOM Foreign Ministers
and the US Secretary of State
during a working breakfast
session at the Waldorf in New
York in October 1998, both
sides reviewed the progress
made since the Barbados
Summit.

“Madam Secretary yielded
a powerful influence across
several decades. She help to
shape US Foreign Policy using
soft power and military force,”
said Dr Douglas, who noted
that while Ms. Albright carried
a refined forthrightness with
laudable feminine strength,
“she will be forever be
remembered for the
distinguished role she played as
a formidable defender of
human rights.”

Dr Douglas, the Leader of
the Opposition in the St Kitts
and Nevis National Assembly
said Ms Albright “promoted
democracy, pushed post Cold
War alliances in support of
nuclear disarmament, and
peered through a pragmatic
multicultural lens, to engage the
global community.”

He noted before her death,
the Secretary of State chaired
many organizations including
the National Democratic
Institute and Harry S. Truman
Scholarship Foundation.

“Madeleine will be greatly
missed by her friends and
families, and all those public
servants whose lives she
touched and whom she
mentored. May her soul rest in
peace and rise in celestial
glory,” Dr Douglas said.

Says she was “a formidable
defender of human rights”

File Photo of St Kitts and Nevis’
Prime Minister Dr Denzil L
Douglas (right) and United
States Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright at the
Waldorf in New York in 1998
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TDC Home and
Building Depots to
host their Annual
Farmers Market

The public, and customers of the TDC Home and Building
Depots in St. Kitts and Nevis will again get the opportunity to
purchase a variety of fresh farm produce and ornamental plants
at the stores Annual Farmers Market.

The mini marketplace will be open on Saturday 26th March
2022, from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m., at both locations on the Frigate
Bay Road in Basseterre and Pinney’s Industrial Estate in
Charlestown.

The activity forms part of the companiesâ€™ Farmers
Appreciation Month initiative,
which is specifically designed
to recognize the farming
fraternity for their continued
efforts and contributions in
ensuring food safety and
security and reducing import
substitution.

Complementing the outdoor
activity is the on-going discount
sale on lawn and garden
supplies, such as seeds,
fertilizer, pesticides, equipment,
and inputs not for only bona fide
farmers but to persons involved
in various forms agriculture.

Over the four (4) week
period field representatives

St Kitts
and Nevis
Handball

Association
Tryout

Sessions
Date: 24th March 2022 -

The St. Kitts and Nevis
Handball Association is in the
process of putting together a
male youth National team
under the age of 20. The next
tryout sessions will be held on
Saturday 26th and Sunday
27th March at the Marriott
dome starting at 1:30pm daily.
Please note that the bus
“business” will leave the
Pelican Mall at 1:00pm daily.
All young males from age 13
to 19 are asked to try out to
make this national team.

For more information,
please feel free to contact Mr
Leroy Greene cell phone
number # 1 869-663-6504.

from the TDC
A g r o
D i v i s i o n s
have been
visiting and
in te rac t ing
with farmers,
along with
other persons
involved in
c r o p
production to
find ways to
i m p r o v e
t h r o u g h
which the
company can
better meet
and serve
their needs.

Picture - Customers purchasing fresh produce at the TDC Home and building Depot
(St. Kitts) Farmers Market
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Virtual Discussion:
It’s Time to Invest

As part of the activities commemorating of the 20th Anniversary of the Eastern
Caribbean Securities Market (ECSM), the 2nd in a series of Quarterly Public
Education Discussions inclusive of a fun trivia competition, will take place on
Wednesday 30th March from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. The topic will be ‘It’s Time to
Invest’.  The promotional poster is enclosed.

The media and public are invited to join the discussion by using the following
zoom link: It’s Time to Invest Webinar Alternatively, you can choose to view live on
the Facebook pages of the Eastern Caribbean Securities Exchange (ECSE) and
the various licensed Broker-Dealers across the Eastern Caribbean Currency Union.

The launch of the Eastern Caribbean Securities Market (ECSM), the Eastern
Caribbean Securities Exchange (ECSE) and the Eastern Caribbean Securities
Regulatory Commission (ECSRC) took place on 19th October 2001. To celebrate
this milestone achievement, the ECSE partnered with the ECSRC and the brokerage
community to hold several activities over the course of the year, under the theme
‘Celebrating 20 years of facilitating, protecting, and compounding the wealth
of ECCU Citizens’.  The celebration kicked off with a virtual ceremony held on
the Anniversary Date on 19th October 2021. There was also a virtual Public
Education Panel Discussion in November on the Topic ‘Who Says I can’t Be
Wealthy’. Other activities planned during the year of celebrations include:

- Additional Quarterly Public Education Webinars
- Continuing Professional Development Sessions for Intermediaries
- An Investing Competition based on the Stock Market Game
- Media Presentations
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Recycling waste:
St. Kitts and Nevis
stakeholders exposed
to Taiwan’s technology

BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS, March 21, 2022 (MMS-
SKN) — The Republic of China (Taiwan) has made significant
strides in waste management, becoming a shining example of a
country that has moved from recycling to circular economy and
St. Kitts and Nevis is bracing itself to follow that example.

Project Steering Committee members of the recently launched
St. Kitts and Nevis Solid Waste Management and Recycling
Project were last week Thursday (March 17) apprised on
Taiwan’s roadmap of its waste management from recycling to
circular economy through an online seminar conducted by
Professor Ming-Chien Su of the Department of National Resources
and Environmental Studies at the National Dong Hwa University.

The prestigious National Dong Hwa University (NDHU) is a
national research university located in Hualien, in Eastern Taiwan.
Apart from environmental studies, it offers a wide range of
disciplines, including the sciences, engineering, computer science,
law, arts, design, humanities, social sciences, education sciences,
marine science, music, and business.

The online seminar to share Taiwan’s experience of waste
recycling management that was held at the Caribbean
Confederation of Credit Unionsâ€™ conference room at the corner
of Wilkin Street and St. Johnston Avenue in Fortlands, West
Basseterre, was arranged and coordinated by Ms Joyce Chang,
the local Project Coordinator.

The seminar was held in two sessions, and in the first one
Professor Ming-Chien Su gave an outline of the evolution of
Taiwan’s recycling system where she noted that 70% of waste in
Taiwan is from industrial waste.

She talked of Taiwan’s waste recycling regulation and recycling
management system, where she noted that garbage trucks are
fitted with GPS tracking to prevent illegal dumping of garbage.
She also explained how the country’s waste recycling fund
operates.

In the second session, the Professor updated the participants
on Taiwan’s current waste treatment and recycling status, and
Taiwan’s waste recycling technology (paper, metal, plastic, glass,
etc.). Participants were informed that Taiwan had banned the
use of plastic bags and that shoppers were encouraged to carry
their own bags, or they pay for one.

As defined in the Save Our Seas 2.0 Act, a circular economy
is one that reduces material use, redesigns materials to be less
resource intensive, and recaptures ‘waste’ as a resource to
manufacture new materials and products.

The sessions were chaired by Ms Vicia Woods, Bio Safety
Officer, Department of Environment, in the Federal Ministry of
Environment and Cooperatives, who thanked Professor Su for

sharing her expertise, her
knowledge and her experience
in the waste management and
recycling project in Taiwan.

“We do trust that we have
learnt today so that we can
move forward with setting up
a waste recycling management
system of our own here in St.
Kitts and Nevis,” observed Ms
Woods. “It won’t happen
overnight, but I definitely think
from what we have learnt
today we can take this and
tailor it to our country’s specific
needs. We can use her
experiences and see how it can
help us to reach the point that
which Taiwan is today. Maybe
it won’t be happening in the next
two/three years, but we will
definitely be on the way there.”

Ms Joyce Chang, Project
Coordinator, St. Kitts and
Nevis Solid Waste
Management and Recycling
Project, thanked those who
took time to attend the online
seminar as their intention was
to learn and to understand what
Taiwan is doing in its recycling
programme.

“Learning from the Taiwan
experience, I hope we can
cooperate together and make
St. Kitts and Nevis a better
society through this recycling
programme for the benefit of
the next generation,” said Ms
Chang. “I hope we can here in
St. Kitts and Nevis follow the
Taiwan example, and I want to
do something and make

Some of the participants of the online seminar are pictured in front
the screen where the image of its facilitator, Professor Ming-Chien
Su, is appearing. Standing on the right is Project Coordinator Ms
Joyce Cheng.

progress for St. Kitts and Nevis. What we have seen here today
is very good reference for us to understand as we have something
to copy.”

The three-year (July 29, 2021 to July 28, 2024) US$1 million
St. Kitts and Nevis Solid Waste Management and Recycling
Project, which was officially launched earlier this month (Friday
March 4) will be executed jointly by the Federal Ministry of
Environment and Cooperatives and the Taiwan Technical Mission
in St. Kitts and Nevis.

Ms Joyce Chang, Project Coordinator, St. Kitts and Nevis Solid
Waste Management and Recycling Project, addressing participants
as image of facilitator, Professor Ming-Chien Su, appears on the
screen

Ms Vicia Woods, Bio Safety Officer, Department of Environment, in
the Federal Ministry of Environment and Cooperatives, who chaired
the sessions.
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Why Weren’t Women
Allowed To Act In
Shakespeare’s Plays?
By Dr Elizabeth Steinway, PhD, Colorado State University

other ways. For example, they made and
altered costumes, collected admissions
fees, sold food and other goods used in
the theater, and even owned playing
houses.

Now women can play men

English theatrical productions had all-male casts in the olden days. Act IV Scene V
from Hamlet, c19th century, artist unknown. Credit: The Print Collector (Getty
Images).

Question: Why weren’t women
allowed to act in Shakespeare’s plays?
- Anastasia, Herdon, Virginia, 15.

The role of Desdemona, the devoted,
loving wife murdered by her husband in
‘Othello,” wasn’t performed by a
woman until 1660 - about six decades
after Shakespeare wrote the play. This
is because when Shakespeare was
writing for the early modern stage,
young men and boys performed all the
women’s parts.

Numerous English theatergoers
considered seeing women on the public
stage for the first time a pivotal moment,
including the civil servant and diarist
Samuel Pepys. It was just one month
after the first female actress played
Desdemona that Pepys recorded “the
first time that ever saw Women come
upon the stage.”

King Charles subsequently issued a
royal proclamation to make it official:
“Wee doe - permit and give leave That
all the woemens part to be acted in either
of the said two Companies for the time
to come maie be performed by
woemen.”

A puzzling situation
I have thought a lot about why men

performed women’s roles because I
research how pregnancy was
represented on the early modern English
stage during this period of all-male
casts. The restriction has long puzzled
scholars, mostly because no clear legal
statute prohibited it, and women acted
professionally in other countries during
this period.

Also, women could perform in other
venues, such as masques, where dance,
music and spectacles were enjoyed by
aristocrats in England during the 16th

and 17th centuries, and country house
entertainments - short plays that were
staged for the queen and performed at
country estates.

It’s possible that women were
allowed to perform in these settings
because they were more private and
associated with an elevated class status.
There was something inappropriate,
however, about women professionally
acting on the public stage.

These restrictions on women may be
related to some of the negative views
of acting in general, summarized in
Puritan writer William Prynne’s
declaration that “popular stage-playes
are sinfull, heathenish, lewde, ungodly
spectacles, and most pernicious
corruptions.”

According to many anti-
theatricalists, plays were “sinfull”
because they promoted pleasure and
encouraged people to watch an “ungodly
spectacle” rather than working or
attending church. For women in
particular, it was generally deemed
indecent to participate in and make
money from such public performances.

Others commented on the difference
between English theater and the theater
in continental Europe, where women did
act professionally. The writer Thomas
Nashe wrote: “Our Players are not as
the players beyond sea, a sort of squirting
baudie Comedians.”

Even though many writers
condemned the practice of men’s
wearing female attire on stage, to them
it was still preferable to having women
become public spectacles on the
professional stage.

Although women weren’t on stage
during Shakespeare’s lifetime, they were
involved with theatrical productions in

Actress Sarah Bernhardt portraying
Hamlet. Photo credit: Bettmann (via
Getty Images).

Since Charles’ declaration that
women’s parts “maie be performed by
woemen,” women have played an
increasingly diverse role in
Shakespearean theater - including
playing lead male roles.

In 1899 Sarah Bernhardt performed
as Hamlet. More recently Jessika D
Williams played the lead in “Othello.”

These gender reversals are a
reminder that much has changed since
men and boys played all the women’s
parts, and that much more will continue

to change as society grapples with
questions about gender, identity and
performance.

About the author: Dr Elizabeth
Steinway is Instructor of Literature and
Composition and a lecturer in The
Department of English at Colorado State
University where she teaches courses
in composition and British literature. She
received her PhD in English from Ohio
State University in 2018. Her research
interests include representations of
pregnancy and maternity in early modern
literature and culture; sixteenth and
seventeenth century midwifery and
gynecological texts; and the narration of
reproductive knowledge. She has
published essays on the portrayals of
pregnancy, infanticide, and kinship in
early modern drama. She joined The
Conversation on 23 February 2022.

Disclosure statement: Dr
Elizabeth Steinway does not work for,
consult, own shares in or receive funding
from any company or organization that
would benefit from this article, and has
disclosed no relevant affiliation beyond
her academic appointment.

Partners: Colorado State University
provides funding as a member of The
Conversation US.

 Curious Kids is a series by The
Conversation that gives children the
chance to have their questions about the
world answered by experts. If you have
a question you’d like an expert to answer
ask an adult to send it to
curiouskids@theconversation.com, and
make sure you include the asker’s first
name, age and town or city. And since
curiosity has no age limit - adults, let us
know what you’re wondering, too. We
won’t be able to answer every question,
but we will do our best.

This articlee has been republished
under Creative Commons license.
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Excess Weight In Midlife
Means A Sicker Old Age -
Study Findings -
By Amy Norton

Here’s a compelling reason to shed those extra pounds: A new
study finds that middle-aged people who are obese, or even simply
overweight, may face more health problems down the road.

The study, of nearly 30,000 men and women, found that the
more people weighed around age 40, the greater their odds of
chronic health conditions after age 65. And obesity, particularly
severe levels, ultimately cut people’s lives short by five years, on
average, compared to those who were in the normal-weight range.

“There are serious health consequences to obesity that should
not be ignored,” said lead researcher Dr Sadiya Khan. She is an
assistant professor at Northwestern University Feinberg School
of Medicine, in Chicago.

Class III obesity, once known as “morbid obesity,” refers to a
body mass index (BMI) of 40 or more. “These patients are at
least 100 pounds overweight, and often have conditions like high
blood pressure and type 2 diabetes,” said Dr Vance Albaugh, a
bariatric surgeon and researcher at Pennington Biomedical
Research Center, in Baton Rouge, LA.

Those people, Albaugh said, frequently need help beyond
lifestyle changes - including medication or some type of weight-
loss surgery. Those procedures alter the digestive tract to limit
the amount of food a person can eat and the absorption of calories
from food.

But this study shows that while class III obesity in middle age
might be the biggest health threat, it is not the only one, Albaugh
said.

The findings show a gradient: Middle-aged people who were
overweight fared a little worse in older age than those who were
normal-weight, and those with mild obesity did a little worse still.

“That’s not surprising,” said Albaugh, who was not involved in
the research. But it underscores the potential benefits of healthy
lifestyle changes for people with the common middle-age spread,
he said.

“This suggests you can benefit from losing a small amount of
weight, or just stopping yourself from moving into the ‘obese’
category,” Dr Albaugh added.

That’s not to say weight loss - or, more to the point, maintaining
weight loss - is easy. The human body is more wired toward gaining
weight than losing it, Albaugh said. So when calories are more
scarce, the body responds by expending fewer of them.

On top of that, people generally gain weight as they get older,
Albaugh noted. It all means that a middle-aged person trying to
shed pounds may be fighting an uphill battle.

The good news, though, is that it’s not all about the number on
the scale, Albaugh said. People can still reap health benefits from
eating well and exercising, even if the scale shows little change.

The new findings, published 15 March 2022 online in JAMA
Network Open, are based on almost 30,000 Chicago-area adults
who were followed for over 40 years. At the outset, they were 40

Sanitize -
Wear Your Mask
Wash Your Hands

years of age, on average.
Overall, those who were

overweight had a similar life
expectancy as their
counterparts with a normal
BMI. But obesity took about
two to five years from people’s
lives. People who were normal-
weight died at age 82, on
average, versus age 77 among
those with class III obesity in
middle-age.

But when it came to chronic
health conditions, even
overweight people were worse
off. Compared with their
normal-weight counterparts,
they typically spent an extra
year of their lives with
conditions like heart disease,
diabetes or stroke. That
increased to two to three years
among people who were
moderately obese (class I or II)
in middle-age.

Khan stressed that “it’s
never too early or too late” to
make lifestyle changes for the
better.

But she also said the burden
should not be on individuals
alone - especially people with
low incomes who struggle to
simply pay the rent. Khan said
they need the help of policies
that, for example, make healthy
“whole” foods more accessible
and provide “green spaces” for
exercise.

Albaugh also suggested
that people start with small
changes that are achievable
and, most importantly,
sustainable. That could mean
replacing sugary drinks with
water, using the stairs instead
of the elevator, or taking a daily
walk around the neighborhood.

Explore further: ‘Obesity
paradox’ debunked: Obese
people really don’t live longer
than normal weight people with
heart disease
More information:

1. The US National Heart,
Lung, and Blood Institute has
more on healthy weight
management.

2. Sadiya S Khan et al,
Association of Body Mass
Index in Midlife With Morbidity
Burden in Older Adulthood and
Longevity, JAMA Network
Open (2022). DOI: 10.1001/
jamanetworkopen.2022.2318

Journal information: JAMA
Network Open
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By: EQUITABLE SHARE FOR ALL

 - INSIDE SCOOPS -

By Vigilante

FAIR SHARE FOR ALL
SCOOPS

* De frilly mout deputy send tell Humpty
Dumpty dat if he tink he done, he just a come.  He
tell Humpty Dumpty dat he ain’t fraid him.  Is de
two a dem was under de bridge so he carn do him
nutten nor tell him nutten.
* Frilly tell de holly and de ivy dat Humpty
Dumpty ain’t know dat is a ants nest he wake up.
He say dat he ain’t tekking no last lick from Humpty
Dumpty.  All dat money he mek from de hut and de
school roof dem and de road dem and he construction
company, Humpty Dumpty carn touch him.
* De frilly mout deputy say dat he want see if
Humpty Dumpty got de be-alls to tun him way.  He
say dat he gon be on de Facebook till off de mark a
man get he fair share because he know dat Humpty
Dumpty carn do him nutten.
* He say dat he gon bring he people dem on de
road if Humpty Dumpty ain’t pay de man he money.
He say dat he got more people dan Humpty Dumpty
and if HD know what good for him, he will behave
heself, obey orders and pay up.
* Through de raart up man ain’t get to go to de
far away land wid he partner go ride pon camel back
in he dark shades dem, he try tek out he wextation
pon de bus man dem.  But dey ainâ€™t study him
so he had was to behave heself.
* Through de lady and she family stressing over
all de drama and through all day she son on de
Facebook busing Humpty Dumpty and he people
dem, even though she got all kinda degree in de
grammar, she ain’t notice dat de prural subject had a
singular werb.
* Is she people dem company dat print de ting
dem.  And dey say dat maybe if he keep off de
Facebook and mind he business, he woulda notice
de prural subject and de singular werb before he print
a thousand a de ting dem.
* De lady people dem saying dat is thousand a
money Humpty Dumpty pay people to go to de
interview and jump up and clap, to go to de walk and
to go to de come when shun.  And he say dat dey
carn tek way he big wuk don’t care how much he
buse on de Facebook because he holding all kinda
secret for Humpty Dumpty.
* De director who get send home done send tell
dem dat two more dan seven.  He say dat is just
grudge dey grudge him and when he done wid dem,
dey gon see how much square peg he be.

When Dr Denzil Douglas was the prime
minister, every single day on every single
talk show and opposition platform, the
chorus from those who now sit in
government headquarters was for the
general public to know everything about the
SIDF and the CBI programme.

They wanted to know the number of
passports being sold because they were
being sold like black pudding on a Saturday
afternoon.  They wanted to know how much
money was in the SIDF because Douglas
was using this money as a slush fund.  The
complaints were endless.

Now to hear Shawn, deputy prime
minister and loyal servant to the prime
minister say that he doesn’t know how much
money is in either fund is as laughable as it
is sad.  2015.  2016.  2017.  2018.  2019.
2020.  2021.  2022.  All these years, not
one of you in the Cabinet of ministers knew
how many passports have been sold and are
being sold.  All these years not one of you
knew and still don’t know how much money
was and is in these funds.  What do they
know, I wonder.

If for all these years Timothy never felt
it necessary to tell the Cabinet how much
money was there, why should Shawn believe
that Timothy will tell them now?  Obviously,
Shawn knows something that the rest of us
are not privy to.  So I will wait for us to be
told how much money is in the funds and I
will wait for Nevis to get its fair share of
the CBI and SIDF money to spend as they
please.  I will also wait to see what happens
next WHEN, sorry, I mean IF, Timothy does
not study with Shawn.

Symptomatic of the dis functionality of
the government is the erection and
commissioning of the traffic lights.  Since
early 2020, erection of the traffic lights
began.  Traffic lights were going up in so
many intersections in downtown Basseterre
that some of us wondered if there had been
a going out of business sale on traffic lights
somewhere.

So the lights went up with absolutely no
conversation nor consultation with the
people who would be most impacted.  I don’t
believe that any forward thinking person is

opposed to traffic lights.  But if
someone has lived and has parked their
vehicle on a road for more than fifty
years, couldn’t the authorities have
extended a little common courtesy to
them and met with them just to show that
they care?

At the end of the day, if the
government wants to put up traffic lights
nobody can stop them.  As if evident, the
traffic lights are up.  But how can it make
sense for the government to put traffic
lights all over the place only to realize
that to turn on some of the lights will
create more problems than it will solve?

And that is why it took more than two
years, twenty four months, to turn on the
traffic lights.  And when the authorities
realized that if they waited to turn on all
of the lights it might take another two
years, they simply painted all of town
yellow making it virtually illegal to park
in all of town and turned on what lights
they could.

At Bird Rock, the lights are up but
they are not on.  And it seems as if
because the authorities were not able to
bully the businesses most likely to be
most negatively impacted by the traffic
lights on the KFC highway into
submission, everybody is being
punished.

The roads at that intersection need to
be marked out.  It seems as if they are so
embarrassed because the lights are not
yet on, they are ignoring everything else.
After spending so much money making
it into the KFC highway, the least the
government can do is mark out the lanes
and erect STOP signs appropriately.
While “traffic lights saves lives”, every
effort still has to be made to save lives
even when the traffic lights are up but
not on.

Which brings me back to the point
about common courtesy.  Conversations.
Consultations.  Respect.  But if the
government ministers and parties don’t
have respect for each other, why should
I expect them to have any for us?

CBI.  SIDF AND
TRAFFIC LIGHTS
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England in West
Indies: Jack Leach and
Saqib Mahmood spare
tourists’ top order
By Matthew Henry
BBC Sport  -  From the sectionCricket

to the boundary. That took him beyond his previous professional best score of 45.
A ball later, with a maiden top-level fifty a run away, Mahmood tried to work

the off-spinner into the leg side for a single but played on to his stumps.
He had to drag himself from the field but he left with his team-mates on their

feet, applauding from the balcony.

Top order collapses as ball seams

Saqib Mahmood and Jack Leach
Mahmood and Leach batted together for 36.2 overs
Third Test, St George’s, Grenada (day one):
England 204 Mahmood 49, Leach 41*; Seales 3-40, Mayers 2-13
West Indies Yet to bat

Jack Leach and Saqib Mahmood were England’s unlikely saviours after the
tourists’ top order collapsed on day one of the decisive third Test against West
Indies.

Having been asked to bat first on a lively pitch, England crumbled to 114-9
before Leach and Mahmood shared a crucial last-wicket partnership of 90 in
Grenada.

Mahmood was bowled in the final over of the day for 49, his highest score in
professional cricket, but not before he and Leach had dragged England to 204.

That represents an admirable recovery from England, who were facing being
dismissed below 100 when they fell from 23-0 to 90-8 earlier in the day.

Captain Joe Root was caught behind for a duck in the morning session while
three wickets fell for no runs in an abject spell after lunch - England unable to deal
with the movement found by West Indies’ pace attack.

But as the ball softened and pitch flattened out, Leach, who finished 41 not out,
stoutly stopped the procession of wickets before he and Mahmood added valuable
runs, including one fine Mahmood six.

They ensured England’s bid to earn a first series win in the Caribbean since
2004, which would also halt their eight-match winless run in Tests, was not all but
over on the opening day.

Unlikely fightback rescues England
Not since 1885 have numbers 10 and 11 top scored in a men’s Test. Their effort

was remarkable.
When Mahmood and Leach came together six of the top seven had made

single-figure scores while the highest partnership in the innings was the ninth-
wicket stand of 24 between Leach and Chris Woakes, who made an important 25
before becoming the third batter to be clean bowled.

Batting became much easier as the seam movement of earlier lessened, but
that should not take away from Leach and Mahmood’s performance.

At first it was all about survival, Leach digging in as he had famously against
Australia during Ben Stokes’ Ashes miracle in 2019, but as the partnership grew so
did the attacking intent.

Leach drove the seamers down the ground and Mahmood, playing just his second
Test, flicked seamer Kyle Mayers, whose day began by dismissing Root and Zak
Crawley, over the mid-wicket rope.

With four balls to go, Mahmood cracked Jermaine Blackwood down the ground

Chris Woakes was the ninth batter to fall at which point England were 114-9

The two drawn Tests in this series have been played on flat batting tracks,
England showing positive signs in two draws.

Despite the Leach-Mahmood stand, the fact England’s batters failed at the first
sign of seam movement is of significant concern.

In the first session Crawley hit a loose drive to extra cover for seven, Root
nicked behind and Dan Lawrence was trapped in front by Jayden Seales - the first
of three wickets for the impressive seamer.

Trundling seam-bowling all-rounder Mayers took two wickets for no runs in his
first five-over spell, justifying his selection over spinner Veerasammy Permaul.

England played and missed throughout the first two hours and, in truth, could
easily have been further in the mire.

After lunch the tourists slumped further when Ben Stokes miscued a pull back
to bowler Alzarri Joseph for two, Jonny Bairstow nicked behind to wicketkeeper
Joshua da Silva for a duck and opener Alex Lees, who had survived 96 balls for 31,
fell in the same fashion to Kemar Roach.

All three wickets fell with the score on 53. When Foakes was bowled by Seales
from a ball that nipped back, numbers two to seven in England’s batting line-up had
all been dismissed for single-figure scores for the first time since 1951.

This series is being billed as the start of England’s “red-ball reset”. The period
before Leach and Mahmood’s stand was all too familiar. They are fortunate it was
not terminal for their hopes.

Sugar Boyz Getting
Acclimatized to

Andorran Climate
It’s cold in Andorra but the Sugar Boys are gradually getting acclimatized to

the conditions in this European country in the lead up to their international friendly
against the host nation on Friday March 25th. Coach Austin Huggins, speaking
from Andorra, said they had their first training session on Tuesday. “Oh my God;
its freezing,” Huggins said chuckling. “But things are going very well. The guys
are in good spirits. We went out training today and the guys are in a very positive
frame of mind; looking forward for this very important friendly,” the coach added.
He said this will hopefully be a good test for the team.

Coach Huggins expects that the players will be acclimatized to the conditions
in Andorra by Friday. “I think (the climate) may affect their performance but
today we had to reinforce that it is important for them to be strong minded and
the importance for them to be mentally tough,” Huggins said. “Today was a test
and they did fairly good so hopefully by tomorrow and then Thursday they would
be more acclimatized and by Friday we take the bull by the horn.”

Meanwhile, team manager Jamir Claxton said all has gone well so far from
an administrative stand point. “From travel to arriving in Andorra and settling in
our accommodation,” Claxton said. “Accommodation (has been) top class; the
players are comfortable; the food has been good. In terms of taking care of their
administrative stuff related to the game; we’ve been helped a lot by the Andorran
Association so everything is going great,” he disclosed.  The match between St.
Kitts and Nevis and Andorra will be streamed live on the SKNFA Facebook
page at 3:45pm Eastern Caribbean time.


