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This image captures revellers of the Ultra Carnival troupe dancing
about on Church Street in January 2020 which was one of the last
street activities for Sugar Mas before the COVID-19 pandemic
(Spokesman Snap)
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Editor’s note: The Lenten Season began on Ash Wednesday, 2 March.
As promised, each week throughout the Lenten journey we shall

endeavour to bring you an insight into the various meanings and
purposes of what is one of the very significant seasons on the

Christian calendar, all from the perspective of a layman.

The Lenten Journey 2022:
A Layman’s Perspective - 2

On Wednesday Christians the world over accepted ash on their foreheads in the sign of the
cross. Many have wondered at the practice, attached to which there are a number of meanings
and significance. One of the main reminders is that Jesus Christ, the beloved Son of God Almighty,
sacrificed his earthly life an died for the salvation of all mankind.

Another reminder is the fact that, in our earthly or temporal form, we came from dust, and to
dust we shall all return.

This should help us to understand that all of life is a journey, with a beginning and an end, and
Lent is an annual reminder that we should untiringly prepare ourselves for our eventual reunion
with God, our Heavenly Father.

We should always remember that salvation is not a ‘one-of’ or ‘one time’ affair. Satan and
his agents are ALWAYS hard at work. Thus, every time that we are saved there is always the
possibility that we may slide abck into evil. Thus our need for spiritual renewal is a constant one.
Lent is a reminder, and an opportuniy to renew our spiritual strength.

When Jesus went into the dessert to fast and pray for forty days and forty nights, it was to
remove himself from the distractions of daily life so that he could enter into closer communications
with His Heavenly Father.

I like manner we can use this season of Lent re-connect with our Heavenly Father.

“The Poor Can’t
Take No More”
On Tuesday night last, 1 March, US President Joseph Biden

made his first ‘State of The Union’ address to Congress (a joint
sitting of Senate and House). While speaking about the current
state of affairs in the US economy he pointed out that employment
levels were on the increase, but expressed his fear that big business
and other employers would seek to scale back the pay of workers
because of certain ‘perceived’ increases in the costs of production
and the provision of services.

In order to realise increases in profits businesses habitually
‘cut costs’ by reducing the pay of workers, and almost always as
a ‘first’ resort rather than as a ‘last’ one. They very seldom ever
make any downward adjustment in the pay of executives,
especially those at the higher end of the pay scales.

Indeed, it has become something of a phenomenon for those
at the very top levels of businesses to be ‘awarded’ scandalous
amounts of bonuses at times when their enterprises have
underperformed, or even failed.

While acknowledging that there are certain increases in the
cost of doing business, manufacturing, wholesale, retailing and
otherwise, compounded by the difficulties in the global supply chain
occasioned by the COVID-19 pandemic, President Biden appealed
with employers and others to refrain from attacking the pay of
their employees, as doing so would only lead to serious reversals
in their living standards.

In brief, President Biden called upon them to ‘reduce costs’
rather than reduce ‘pay’.

Many will argue that ‘pay’ is a part of costs, and that is true.
However, the point which Mr Biden went on to make is that other
costs can always be identified and reduced before attacks are
launched on ‘pay’.

We call on our government, such as it is, to take a page from
Mr Biden’s book, and make some efforts at helping the workers
of our beloved St Kitts and Nevis.

On several occasions we have drawn to the attention of
government the dire economic and financial circumstances by

which the ordinary people of our country are now
confronted, but it has fallen on deaf ears.

The almost daily increases in the price of
goods at our supermarkets and groceries are
causing our people much agony, and, in many
cases, sleepless nights. That will eventually lead
to serious declines in health.

A very recent case involves an overnight
increase in the price of certain commodity from
four dollars to eleven dollars. Yes, dear people,
this is no mistake, you are reading correctly. And
that is only one example.

Information has reached this newspaper to
the effect that the ferry fares between our two
islands have been (or are shortly to be) increased
quite substantially. The one way fare for adults
is to be increased from twenty dollars ($30) to
forty dollars ($40), that for children under twelve

from ten dollars ($10) to twenty dollars ($20),
and students in uniform from fifteen dollars
($15) to twenty-five dollars ($25).

What, may we ask, is the government doing
about any of this?

When they first assumed office, and
throughout their first term, they made a big song-
and-dance about reducing the cost of living.
That has all turned out to be a huge amount of
nothingness.

Once again we of The Labour Spokesman
call upon the government to have compassion,
and show some concern for our people,
especially those who not well off.

In the words of The King Ellie Matt, from
one of his famous calypsos: “The poor can’t
take no more!”
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Task Force Official
Advises Individuals
Not To Abuse New
Quarantine
Changes
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Friday 4th March 2022)-
Chairman of the COVID-19
National Task Force Abdias
Samuel is calling on
quarantined individuals not to
abuse the ease of restrictions
under a shorter period and
without paid security officers
on guard.

“Yes, there will not be a
monitoring system. So we will
not put any bracelet on you,
we’re not going to put anyone
to hunt you down. However,
here is the reality: The penalties
are still in existence if you break
quarantine.”

He was at the time
addressing one of the new
measures put in place as it
relates to one of three Cabinet-
approval changes to our health
and travel protocols which
became effective March 1st
2022.

The change will now see a
reduction in quarantine for
unvaccinated nationals asking
that they complete a period
seven days as reduced instead
of nine.

“Therefore, I am appealing
to all individuals not to abuse
this easing of this particular
restrictions. We saw it as a
particular burden on you the
unvaccinated inbound traveler
and we thought it best to give it
consideration and have the
Cabinet agree to the removal
of this protocol. So again, you
need to exercise that persona
responsibility because if you are
seen and you break the
quarantine then you will be
taken before the court to face
your penalty or your crime,”
Samuel further stated.

According to him: “Some
persons were calling about
having to pay for security while
they were home; that’s inbound
travelers to St.Kitts and Nevis
so in consideration and approval
of Cabinet so this has been
removed.”

In sharing an example about

Hazel Laws talked about the three approved changes to the health
and travel protocols.

The other two changes outlined by Dr. Laws are no quarantine
for persons coming in with a certain five types of vaccines as
well as persons in the Federation who are planning short trips to
neighbouring islands.

She said there will be no quarantine for persons coming in
with any of the five vaccines namely- Abdala, Sobrena 2, Sobrena
Plus, Medigen Vaccine and Sputnik V.

As indicated by her, these vaccines have not yet received
WHO emergency use listing.

“Individuals who are coming from Cuba, Taiwan or coming in
with any of the three vaccines available in Cuba, the Medigen
vaccine available in Taiwan or the Sputnik V vaccine, they will be
allowed to come in and they will not have to serve a quarantine
period,” Dr. Laws said.

Having spoken about the reduction in quarantine period for
unvaccinated nationals, she commented “please note that this

the quarantine system involving
the unvaccinated travelling
nationals said, Samuel stated:
“Abdias Samuel... travelling
from Miami and wants to return
home to St.Kitts unvaccinated
so therefore passenger ‘A’
Abdias Samuel arrives after

completing and getting the
approval on the KNA travel
platform arrives In the
Federation of St.Kitts and
Nevis. He’s flagged and
processed. He will be sent to
do his seven-day quarantine
and he will have to utilize the
COVID-19 certified taxi for
now. He goes home, spends his
seven-day quarantine as the
new reduced quarantine
vaccination period. On day
seven, the Ministry of Health.
They would contact you and let
you know when your day seven
test will be ready.”

Meanwhile, in giving the
Health Situation Report, the
Chief Medical Officer Dr. (cont’d on next page)
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reduced quarantine period can be completed at
home without the paid security facility.”

She highlighted that the third change refers to
persons in the Federation who are planning short
trips to neighbouring islands.

“When I say short trips, I mean in terms they
would leave St.Kitts and return to St.Kitts or Nevis
within a 24-hour period. So in other words, they
are not overnighting. So such individuals who leave
the Federation and travel to a neigbouring island
for less than 24 hours can return by completing the
entry form [https://www.knatravelform.com]. They
are also required to submit a negative COVID-19
test done prior to departure. So for example, if
you’re going to St. Maarten and an antigen test is
required to go to St.Maarten, you can upload that
negative test onto the platform and you can get
approval to return on that test. However, travellers
will be tested for COVID-19 upon arrival back to
at the RLB or Vance Amory airport, or if you’re
coming in by sea, you can access testing through
any of the laboratories on island,” the CMO
explained.

These travelers, she said, will be flagged for
24-hour quarantine until their negative result is
retuned.

Dr. Laws also stated that the other health and
travel protocols remain the same.

Additionally, she said all visitors to the Federation
must be vaccinated and all inbound travellers must
still submit a negative PCR test done within 72
hours of arrival.

Front Page Image used for illustration
purposes only shows a man counting days
of COVID-19 quarantine countdown by
marking day on glass (credit:
istockphoto.com)

www.thelabourspokesman.com

Task Force
Official Advises
Individuals Not
To Abuse New
Quarantine
Changes
(cont’d from last page)
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Music Festival, Sugar Mas
Get Green light For 2022
Mass Events Happenings
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Friday 4th March 2022)-Both the annual St.Kitts
Music Festival and Sugar Mas have gotten approval for 2022 hosting in light of
relax restrictions for mass events.

Chairman of the COVID-19 National Task Force Abdias Samuel, while speaking
at the NEOC briefing held on Wednesday 2nd March revealed that Cabinet has
approved the hosting of St.Kitts Music Festival in June, which comes after a two-
year pause due to the pandemic.

In relation to the Sugar Mas (St.Kitts-Nevis National Carnival), Minister of
Culture with responsibility for Carnival Jonel Powell gave confirmation while giving
remarks at the Sugar Mas 50 Prize Giving ceremony held on Saturday 26th February
at the Marriott Dome in Frigate Bay.

Carnival, amidst the pandemic, has seen virtual and scaled backed adjustments
due to the restrictions on mass events and vaccination entry policy.

Samuel shared that the Chairman of the St.Kitts Music Festival Damion Hobson
presented statics and proposals adding that the festival is proposed to start from
the 23rd to 25th June 2022 form the hours of 7PM to 2AM thereabout.

“They have requested approximately 4000- 6000 patrons for each night; that’s
the Thursday night, Friday night and Saturday night and the venue for this year’s
potential hosting of the St.Kitts Music Festival will be at the Kim Collins Stadium.
I am pleased to announcement to you that the Cabinet has approved the hosting of
St.Kitts Music Festival in June of 2022,” he outlined.

Powell, followed up on remarks by Carnival Chairperson Shannon Hawley
pertaining to the possibility of Sugar Mas 51 after she would have indicated
lightheartedly “don’t quote me.”

“I want to endorse something our Chair lady said. It’s coming back. Maybe that
should be the phrase for Sugar Mas 51... ‘The Road is coming back’. The full

force of our St.Kitts-Nevis  [National] Carnival Sugar Mas is coming back for
Sugar Mas 51 in 2022, and I’m gonna go out on a limb and say that you’re all
invited back to participate with us and to do so in the new home of carnival come
Sugar Mas 51...,” Powell expressed.

The Carnival Minister congratulated participants and in particular the winners
saying “you did a fantastic job; I know that you are really going to represent St.Kitts-
Nevis at higher stages...bigger stages elsewhere. Thank you for the dedication
and hard work...”

He also thanked the Carnival team for “elevating Sugar Mas.”
In reflected on the efforts into the staging of Sugar Mas 50, he had this to say:

“A lot of person questioned should we have Carnival 50, should we have
carnival...but we needed carnival not just that feel good experience at a difficult
time in our history but to pump some much needed energy back into our entertainment
sector in particular; a sector that has been hit probably the most and that deserves
our support and so I was happy to be able to ensure that we had our Sugar Mas 50
so that some entertainers were able to get much needed work, so that stakeholders
our young people were able to really benefit from jobs at a difficult time...”
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Young Man Gets Gunned
Down After Chase With
Gunman
By: Spokesman Newsroom

He tried to make his escape by running away, but the armed
assailant set chase and continued firing at him. He later fell
and succumbed to his injuries,” police say.

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Friday
4th March 2022)-A young man was
recently shot and killed after being
chased by his attacker in the community
he moved to.

Dead is 36-year-old Deshaun
Leader who was fatally wounded during
an incident at Crab Hill, Sandy Point.
Police say he was originally from St.

Paul’s but resided in Sandy Point.
According to police, a report was

received sometime after 8 p.m. on Friday
25th February 2022 that a man in the
area appeared to be dead.

Reportedly, they responded and upon
arrival they met Leader’s motionless
body lying on the ground with what
appeared to be multiple gunshot wounds
about the body.

“Investigations so far have revealed
that Leader had just parked and exited
his motor vehicle when he was accosted
by an armed assailant who shot at him.

Sanitize
Wear Your Mask
Wash Your Hands

Deceased-36-year-old Deshaun Leader

Personnel from
the Forensic
D e p a r t m e n t
processed the scene
and collected items
of evidential value.

Persons with
i n f o r m a t i o n
regarding this
matter are urged to
contact the Violent
Crime Unit by
dialing 467-1887,
467-1888, 662-3468,
their nearest Police
Station or the Crime
Hotline at 707
where information
can be given
anonymously.

Investigations
into the matter are
ongoing.
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[SECOND PUBLICATION]

Doctor Of Culture Zack
Nisbett Remembers

Drowning Victim
‘Bonzo’ As Helpful
Tower of Strength

By: Precious Mills
BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Friday 4th March 2022)-Well-

known Cultural Preservationist Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett has
described the late 50-year-old Kenneth ‘Bonzo’ Percival of
McKnight as someone who was dedicated, trustworthy and always
ready to lend a helping hand.

In an exclusive sit-down interview with this media house on
Tuesday 1st March 2022, Nisbett recalled the qualities of the past
volunteer of the annual Basil Henderson Easter Monday Aquatic
Sports Meet (traditionally held at the Basseterre Ferry Terminal)
of which Nisbett is the event organiser.

Police are investigating an incident at the Ferry Terminal in
Basseterre after responding to a report that a man had drowned.
That report, according to a police statement, was received close
to 4 p.m. on Saturday 26th February involving Percival who dived
into the sea from the pier at the ferry terminal to retrieve the
propeller of a motor vessel that had fallen off.

“Bonzo’s death came as shock to me when I heard of it because

to me Bonzo has left a void in
community development and its
enhancement both in his
honesty and his creativity,”
Nisbett expressed.

He continued: “Bonzo is
someone who you can trust-
honest, dedicated and always
willing to assist someone
regardless of his
circumstances. He always
there to lend a helping hand. I
can attest with him assisting us
at the Ferry Terminal in terms
of the Basil Henderson Aquatic
Sports Meet for the past two
to three consecutive years
when we had our functions. He
would come around and he
would assist Mr. Christopher
Roberts with the greasing of
both poles, the ham-fetch one
extending horizontally over the
sea and the vertical one with
the prize money on top of it.
They would go up on the ladder
and take their time and grease
it.”

According to Nisbett
Percival took his role a
volunteer “very seriously.”

“He would come down very
early and if the beach needed
to be cleaned, he would come
and assist me, and he’s always

there when we’re putting in the pole somehow, he is right there
on the spot always there to help and pin down the pole. He always
wants to know what happening next. When the prize gifts are
there, he was like a watchdog around the gifts; making sure that
nobody steals anything. You couldn’t take up a pin while Bonzo is
around. He took his role very seriously... a dependable person
and trustworthy,” he noted.

Asked how Percival became a volunteer for the aquatic sports
meet, Nisbett had this to say: “He is just somebody who always
want to assist some way or the other, and when you have people
of such magnitude, you have to give them credit because he is a
dedicated soldier. You don’t have to ask him to come. He sees the
need and he would put himself to help. I wish more persons would
be like that. He is a real community minded citizen and he does it
without any remorse when he assists and when the event is
finished and we made a little contribution as a token of appreciation
to him, he was very thankful with whatever you give him,â€¦and
we respected that.”

He remembered how Percival professionally carried out his
duties during a year when many cases of drinks were donated by
the Bottling Company which saw him (Percival) making “sure
they were given out right along with some medals and he would
make sure we sort it out right down to the wire.”

“Bonzo will be missed by the entire organisation, the aquatic
sports committee and we hope someone would come and step up
to the plate and assist like he did,” Nisbett added.

In light of the relaxed restrictions on mass events, Nisbett is
currently making plans to resume the activity for the 65th annual
hosting.

“For the past two we didnâ€™t have the function due to the
COVID but this year, we intend to use the time to try to revive
i t . â € €

Nisbett has indicated that the memory of the late Kenneth
‘Bonzo’ Percival will be honoured at future event(s) noting that
“The short stint he had with us, I can tell you, he was a tower of
strength.”

Meanwhile, more enquiries into the reported drowning
according to police reveal that when Percival did not resurface,
the St. Kitts and Nevis Coast Guard was called to assist.

Reportedly, an Officer from the Coast Guard discovered
Percival’s motionless body at the bottom of the sea. Police say
personnel from the Forensic Department visited and processed
the scene.

Persons with information about this incident of the ongoing
investigation are asked to contact the Criminal Investigation
Department at 465-2241, their nearest Police Station or call the
crime hotline at 707.
Front Page Image: the late Kenneth ‘Bonzo’ Percival
(Left in green and white shirt) is seen helping with the
prize giving ceremony following the Basil Henderson
Aquatic Sports Meet in April 2018 at the Basseterre
Ferry Terminal-the area where he tragically lost his life
near four (4) years later in February 2022 after reports
of a drowning. Event organizer Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett,
the emcee is seen holding microphone while making
comments at the event (Spokesman Snap)
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Students of the Cradles Learning Centre hold letters to form a
‘WELCOME’ sign in greeting St.Kitts and Nevis’ only living
National Hero and first Prime Minister Dr. the Right Hon. Sir
Kennedy Simmonds upon his entry to the school on Thursday 17th
February 2022 while being escorted by School owner Beverly
‘Teacher Bev’ Ible. (Spokesman Snap)

Students of Cradles Learning Centre pose for a photo with the 2021-2022 St.Kitts Nevis National
Carnival Queen Nekirah Nicholls ((Photo credit: B’jon Bass)

Community activist and newly-elected National Leader of the
St.Kitts-Nevis Labour Party (SKNLP) Dr. Terrance Drew interacts
with students of the Cradles Learning Centre on Wednesday 23rd
February 2022. School owner Beverly ‘Teacher Bev’ Ible captures
the moment taking photos and videos on her phone (Spokesman
Snap)

Early Childhood Educator Talks
About Being Inspired By
Students For Black History
Month School Tour
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Monday 28th February 2022)-To mark the occasion of the globally
celebrated Black History Month observed in February, Cradles Learning Centre located in the
Fortlands community has hosted school tour visits featuring local black public figures in various
fields including education, pageantry, community involvement and nation building.

The nursery and preschool centre is owned and operated by husband and wife Beverly ‘Teacher

Bev’ and Lester Ible.
When quizzed by this reporter about the inspiration behind hosting the school tour, Teacher Bev

replied: “What really pushed me is because during the past summer, we had less children so we had
more time to talk. While I was talking to the children, during the conversations, they said they
wanted a white Barbie doll or they wanted a doll with straight hair. I remember telling some of my

children like Chrishelle, Savannah and Jelin that I see that they are into fashion but that they should
embrace and love the black fashion and so this really encouraged me to have this type of activity at
the school.”

For Teacher Bev, therefore, having the royal presence of the reigning St.Kitts-Nevis National
Carnival Queen Nekirah Nicholls on Thursday 24th February Queen was extra special as it relates

to images of beauty for the
young black girls at the school.

In social media postings,
dreadlock beauty Queen
Nekirah is seen interacting with
the children allowing them to
touch and try on her crown,
described as “sparkly” by one
of the students.

“Maybe one day you can
wear a crown like that”,
commented Teacher Bev as
the oversized crown was placed
over their little heads.

Teacher Bev, a
longstanding early childhood
educator was in high praise of
her mentor and “black hero”
retired educator Mrs.Vanta
Walters- who is a past Director

(cont’d on page 15)
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THE CONVERSATION (Academic rigour, journalistic
flair) - Edition: UK - Business & Economy - 28 February
2022

SWIFT - Ejecting
Russia Is Largely
Symbolic -
Here’s Why
By Dr Alistair Milne, PhD, Loughborough University

Bank queues in Moscow as rouble crashes. Photo credit: EPA.
To understand the limited practical effect of ejection from Swift,

it’s worth looking at Iran. The US has applied and periodically
reinforced trade prohibitions against Iran ever since 1987. This
culminated in Barack Obama’s executive order in February 2011
to freeze all the US assets of Iran’s government, central bank and
financial institutions. Iranian banks were ejected from Swift only
later, in March 2012. This was only supplementary to direct
restrictions on Iranian businesses and financial intermediaries.

Iranian banks could and did still arrange payments in and out

processing systems worldwide.
The acronym is apposite, since speed is an important part of

payments, but its origins are reflected in the rather archaic full
version, Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial
Telecommunication. Nowadays, of course, these communications
are internet-based.

Today, Swift handles around 40 million payment messages each
day. If we assume that without such a messaging system, each
payment would take a bank clerk a few hours to process, the
saving might be about US$100 per transaction. This would mean
that Swift adds value of around US$4 billion per day or US$1
trillion per year to the global economy.

The key point is that Swift does messages and their supporting
technology and standards; it has no role in payment execution.

Suppose a London bank wants to send funds to a bank in
Moscow. It may use Swift messaging to communicate the
payment, but not to execute it. The actual execution can be done
in various ways: using roubles held as a pre-existing balance with
the bank in Russia; or acquiring roubles from sale of either sterling
in the foreign exchange market, or of rouble assets such as Russian
government bonds.

None of this depends on Swift. There is no fundamental
problem with transferring funds using some other secure

Kazan, Russia - 4 May 2021: SWIFT (Society for Worldwide
Interbank Financial Telecommunication network) is the source of
much confusion.. Bank cards with logos of three payment systems:
Visa, Mastercard and Mir. Photo credit: Sergei Elagin.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is horrifying. Western leaders,
fearing a broader war, are responding primarily with economic
sanctions. A prominent economic sanction has been Russiaâ€™s
exclusion from the international payments messaging system Swift,
presented as a powerful means of undermining its economy.

But for a payments expert such as myself, this is something of
a myth. Yes, Swift messaging systems are a critical part of
international economic activity. They provide extremely secure
communications, developed over five decades, dovetailing with
the many and varied operations of commercial banks in international
transactions. Swift systems would also be a prime target in any
cyberwarfare, though thankfully they are well defended.

The reality, however, is that limiting access to Swift is less
practically effective than most media coverage supposes. It is an
important symbol of global repudiation of Russia’s exercise of
military force, but not much more.

It is other measures, such as blocking the central bank of the
Russian Federation from transacting internationally, which is
undermining confidence in the rouble.

of Iran, using banks in third
countries that were willing to
take a margin on these
transactions. That was never
easy, with the US authorities
imposing fines totalling nearly
US$5 billion (Â£3.7 billion) on
European banks for providing
this service to Iran. Exclusion
from Swift did not prevent them
from doing this. So what is
Swift for exactly?

How Swift works
Swift was founded in 1973

to provide secure messaging
for international payments. It is
a Belgian member-owned co-
operative, with around 11,000
member banks from 200
countries and territories. It
provides messaging systems for
instructing and then monitoring
interbank payments and trade
finance, integrated into banks’ (Cont’d on next page)
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actions in Ukraine at little cost
to ourselves.

About the author: Dr
Alistair Milne, PhD, joined
Loughborough University in July
2011 as professor of financial
economics. He was previously
reader in banking and finance at
Cass Business School, City
University of London and has
also held positions at The Bank
of England, The University of
Surrey, London Business
School, HM Treasury, and the
national statistics office of
Malawi. He graduated Master of
Arts (MA) Economics from The
University of Cambridge, and did
his Master of Science (MSc) and
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) at
LSE, The University of London.
Since 2005 Dr Milne has been
an annual research visitor at the
Monetary Policy and Research
Department of The Bank of
Finland. He has been a consultant

to the Houses of Parliament, The Financial Services Authority, The
European Commission, and to several private sector institutions and
trade bodies. His research interests are: Bank capital; financial
regulation; financial risk management; financial stability; central
banking; payments, systems of payments, clearing and settlement;
liquidity and lender of last resort; macroeconomic dynamics and
monetary transmission. He is the author of ‘The Fall of the House
of Credit’ (Cambridge University Press, July 2009) which is a
comprehensive single volume account of all different dimensions of
the global financial crisis, and was then a regular media commentator
on the crisis and the response by policy makers. He is also a frequent
speaker at policy and industry conferences. Professor Milne joined
The Conversation on 11 March 2019.

Disclosure statement: Professor Alistair Milne has written a
number of research papers for Swift and has presented on several
occasions at SIBOS, the annual conference of the Swift community.
The views expressed here are his own and not those of his employer
or any other institution.

Partners: Loughborough University provides funding as a
member of The Conversation UK, which also receives funding from
strategic partners such as Kingston Smith, a top 20 UK audit and
accountancy firm, media partners like The Press Association (PA),
the national news agency for the UK and Ireland, general funders
such as HEFCW, The Royal Society, ISRF, The Ogden Trust, and
more than sixty other universities.
This article has been republished under Creative Commons licence.

SWIFT - Ejecting
Russia Is...

Gazprom head office. ‘You don’t hurt Gazprom through Swift’. Photo
credit: Konstantin Lenkov.

None of this is to say that there will be no economic impact in
ejecting Russian banks from Swift. It will affect lower value
payments, such as those in small business supply chains, because
Swift makes payments processing so cheap and easy.

When you multiply the saving across many thousands of
payments, it clearly adds up, but it’s nowhere close to a game-
changer.

The long haul
The uncomfortable fact remains that economic sanctions, if

they are to be more than symbolic, necessarily impose costs on
both sides and might have to be imposed for a long time. Russia
has spent a decade preparing for the current war and any
consequent economic sanctions.

It has invested hugely in its military alongside brutal repression
of domestic political discussion to eliminate opposition to war. Its
military operations are not dependent on either external financing
or external supplies. It has restructured its economy, at substantial
cost in terms of standards of living, turning itself from a major
food importer to a net food exporter and reorientating much of its
trade, for example to India and Egypt.

Financial and economic pressures on the Russian economy
are now mounting rapidly. Above all, these will be impacting the
Russian middle classes as the rouble crashes and interest rates
shoot up. Other more targeted sanctions are hitting wealthy Russian
individuals.

It is conceivable that all this could lead to a rapid collapse of
the Putin autocracy, but we should not engage in wishful thinking.
Wide-ranging economic sanctions on Russia may be needed for a
lengthy period of time. Ejection from Swift is a symbol of these
efforts, not a powerful economic tool that can constrain Russia’s

(cont’d from last page)
messaging system. Russian banks might, for example, instead
arrange payments using the SPFS system, which was established,
after the 2014 invasion of Crimea, by the Russian central bank.
This is currently used by a handful of international banks in
Germany and Switzerland linked to Russian banks.

Or they could use the CIPS network, which was created by
the People’s Bank of China for the purpose of cross-border
payments in renminbi with indirect participants in many countries.
They could even use WhatsApp to instruct the necessary
transactions.

Payments for Russian energy exports, for example to Gazprom,
are even less Swift-dependent.

When operators buy oil or gas from Gazprom, they make
payments in either euro or US dollars into bank accounts held by
the Russian energy company. So if the intention of sanctions is to
block payments for Russian gas, the tool is not Swift; it is sanctions
on Gazprom and its banking facilities.
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Defence Minister
Says Taiwan
Relies On Own
Military For
Defence
By Kelvin Chen, Staff Writer

Chiu Kuo-cheng says Taiwan has never
considered foreign military assistance in

defence strategy.

Defense Minister Chiu Cheng-kuo at a meeting with the Legislative
Yuan. Photo credit: CNA.

TAIPEI (Taiwan News) - Taiwan relies on its own military
for defense, Minister of National Defense Chiu Kuo-cheng said
during a Legislative Yuan meeting on Wednesday 2 March.

Kuomintang Legislator Lai Shih-pao asked Chiu if he thought,
given the US’ refusal to send troops to Ukraine, it is likely
Washington would not help militarily in a Taiwan Strait conflict,
CNA reported.

Chiu said that there are many strategies in the military’s
playbook on how to defend Taiwan and its outlying islands, but
not one of them considers how to fight if the country receives
military assistance from abroad. Taiwan focuses on holding
repeated drills in its northern, central, southern, and eastern regions,
he said.

“The Taiwan military is entirely on its own,” Chiu said.
Additionally, Premier Su Tseng-chang said, “We have never

said that we will rely on troops sent over by foreign countries.”

IICA will open the doors of its
internship program to female
Ukrainian professionals

In making the announcement, the Director General of IICA
explained, “we must put into practice what we publicly
advocate: to generate opportunities and decision-making
forums in a manner that benefits migrants and women in
particular”.

San Jose, 1 March 2022 (IICA) - The Director General of
the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA),
Manuel Otero, announced on Tuesday that it will open the doors
of the agency’s professional internship program to female
Ukrainian graduates in fields related to agricultural sciences who
are refugees.

IICA has a scholarship program for professional internships in
agricultural research, development and innovation to support its

work for the benefit of the
agriculture sector and rural
communities. The Director
General of the specialized
agency decided to make the
program available to young
Ukrainian women trained in a
country known for its
agricultural tradition and for its
reputation as a producer of raw
materials for food processing.

“We are moved by
profoundly humanistic instinct.
Hundreds of thousands of
people have fled Ukraine over
the past few days and we must
put into practice what we
publicly advocate: to generate
opportunities and decision-
making forums in a manner that
benefits migrants and women
in particular”, remarked Otero
in making the announcement.

“By implementing inclusive
actions, we also seek to

strengthen agricultural research and technological development,
helping to build up strategic competencies in agricultural research,
development and innovation”, he added.

The Director General of IICA also urged “other international
and national institutions to join this initiative, offering a present
and a future to generations that have been displaced and frustrated
by conflict”.

The decision to open IICA’s doors to female Ukrainian
professional interns is also part of the international organization’s
commitment to “to increase the technical cooperation and
assistance it provides to the countries of the Americas -  many of
which are food importers - in an effort to address and mitigate the
consequences of the conflict in the region”, added Otero.

The Director General of IICA recently warned that the situation
in Eastern Europe could have potential negative consequences
for global food security and trade in agricultural goods. He recalled
that the impact on world peace, and the widespread uncertainty it
triggers, disrupts the regular operation of markets and compromises
food supply, affecting food prices and key inputs required for food
production.

Ukraine, a predominantly agricultural state, is one of the largest
global producers and exporters of sunflower, sunflower oil, barley
and corn, as well as the European country with the largest
percentage of arable land. At the global level, it is also a leading
producer of potatoes, rye and wheat, among other products.
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Why Are COVID
Vaccination
Rates Still Low
In Some
Countries?
By Victoria Milko

Why are COVID-19 vaccination rates still low in some
countries?

Limited supplies remain a problem, but experts say other
challenges now include unpredictable deliveries, weak health care
systems and vaccine hesitancy.

Most countries with low vaccination rates are in Africa. As of
late February, 13 countries in Africa have fully vaccinated less
than 5% of their populations, according to Phionah Atuhebwe, an
officer for the World Health Organization’s regional office for
Africa.

Other countries with extremely low vaccination rates include
Yemen, Syria, Haiti and Papua New Guinea.

For most of last year developing nations were plagued by a
lack of supplies. Rich countries were hoarding doses, and many
countries didnâ€™t have the facilities to make their own vaccines.
COVAX - an initiative to distribute vaccines equally around the
world - faltered in delivering shots.

Many rich countries had planned to donate doses once their
own populations were vaccinated, but the emergence of the delta
and omicron variants spurred booster campaigns that further
delayed those plans. Vaccine makers have largely declined to share
their formulas or technology, further restricting production.

Other setbacks to vaccinations have also emerged.
“The main problem among countries with low vaccination

rates is poor infrastructure to distribute shots,” says Dina

Borzekowski, director of the
Global Health Initiative at The
University of Maryland. “What
is absent are best practices to
get vaccines to populations who
typically live without safely
managed sanitation systems or

reliable electricity.”
Donated vaccines are also sometimes delivered close to

their expiration dates, giving health officials little time to distribute
them, says Sinhye Ha of Doctors Without Borders.

Some countries also lack materials like syringes to inject
the shots or ways to keep the vaccines at the right temperature.

Vaccine hesitancy, fueled by misinformation and a distrust
of governments, has also contributed to low vaccine uptake in
some countries, says Atuhebwe.

___
The AP is answering your questions about the coronavirus in

this series. Submit them at: FactCheck@AP.org.

Sanitize  / Wear Your Mask
Wash Your Hands
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Nevis Co-operative
Credit Union gives
back to members as it
celebrates 50th
anniversary

CHARLESTOWN, NEVIS, February 28, 2022 (MMS-
SKN) — As part of the Nevis Co-operative Credit Union (NCCU)
Limited’s year-long celebratory activities being held to mark its
50th anniversary, members of the 50th Anniversary Monthly Care
Packages sub-committee on Friday February 25 presented care
packages to four of the institution’s longstanding members.

“We are celebrating fifty years of our operations and as we
mark our 50th anniversary, our aim is to give back to our members
using various categories in our membership,” observed Member
Services and Human Resource Manager, Ms Julet Chiverton.

The Charlestown-based credit union, which is the oldest in the
Federation, was registered on July 25, 1972. According to Ms
Chiverton, fifty care packages will be given out in the year-long
give-back to its members exercise, at four care packages per
month save for the anniversary month of July when six care
packages will be distributed.

The first care package presented for the month of February
on Friday 25th was to longstanding member and retired school
principal Mr Vincent Anthony Jones at the office by Credit
Administration and Securities Officer Ms Earther Scarborough,
who was assisted by Senior Operations Assistant Ms Ador’n
Manners.

One of the Care Packages Sub-committee coordinators
Administrative Assistant in the Administration and Human
Resource Department Ms Tamara Johnson, led members Business
Development and Marketing Officer Ms Jaedee Caines,
Information Communication Technology Officer Mr Kenroy
Warner, and Accounting Clerk Ms Antonia Nisbett to Rices Village
in Gingerland where Mr Warner presented a care package to
another longstanding member, Ms Jenipha Freeman.

On their return to Charlestown, they stopped at Stoney Grove
where another longstanding member, Mr James Dyer was
presented with his care package by Ms Antonia Nisbett. The drive
ended at Craddock Road where Ms Tamara Johnson made a
presentation to Mr Adolph Liburd who had joined the Charlestown
Credit Union before it was renamed the Nevis Co-operative Credit
Union Limited in 1972.

The four recipients thanked the Nevis Co-operative Credit
Union Limited for the care packages presented to them, and one
of them Mr Vincent Anthony Jones said: “I would like to take this
opportunity to express my heartfelt gratitude to members, to the
staff, and to management of the Nevis Co-operative Credit

Union.”
He advised the staff to

continue being friendly and
efficient as in doing so the
institution would attract more
members and he prayed that in
the next fifty years the Nevis
Co-operative Credit Union
Limited will be one to watch.
He added: “I trust and hope
that I will continue to be as good
as I am, and I hope that
management will continue to
put structures in place to
continue to improve this
institution.”

Other members of the 50th
Anniversary Care Packages
Sub-committee are the other
coordinator Ms Patulia
Huggins, General Manager’s
Executive Officer, along with
Senior Accountant Mrs
Jacqueline Maynard-Liburd,
Credit Control and Recoveries
Officer Ms Candice Pinney,
Administrative Assistant Mrs
Erica Mills, and Internal Audit
Assistant Ms Bethia Pogson.

According to Member

NCCU”s loyal member Mr Vincent Anthony Jones receives his care
package from Credit Administration and Securities Officer Ms
Earther Scarborough at the office. On the right is Senior Operations
Assistant Ms Ador’n Manners.

 Care packages sub-committee coordinator Ms Tamara Johnson
poses with one of NCCU’s earliest clients Mr Adolph Liburd at his
home on Craddock Road after she made the presentation of the care
package.

 Left, Ms Jenipha Freeman receiving her care package from Mr Kenroy Warner at her home in Rices
Village Gingerland. Right, Mr James Dyer receiving his care package from Ms Antonia Nisbett at his
home in Stoney Grove.

 January recipients were, clockwise from top left, NCCU’s first client Mr Y. Fitzroy Williams, and pioneers
Mrs Jannette Claxton, Ms Jeannette Grell-Hull, and Mrs Ruth Thompson.

Services and Human Resource Manager, Ms Julet Chiverton, care
packages for the month of January were presented to pioneers of
the Nevis Co-operative Credit Union Limited. In the coming
months other categories will also include the first staff, and
members of the clergy who are longstanding members of the
Credit Union.

“In January we gave to pioneers,” said Ms Chiverton. “We
gave back to our very first member, Mr Y. Fitzroy Williams of
Hamilton Estate, and two other pioneers Ms Jeannette Grell-Hull
of Budgeon Estate, and Mrs Jannette Claxton of Marian Avenue.
Mrs Ruth Thompson of Brown Hill, the fourth recipient, is not
exactly a pioneer, but is one of our elderly members.”
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of the Early Childhood Development Unit- for being an inspiration to her over the years.
“I always want to shine through her eyes. Everything I want to do as it relates to nurturing the

minds of our nation’s children’s, I want her to be proud, happy and comfortable because she has
made excellent contributions in the area of early childhood education development in St.Kitts-Nevis.
Therefore, most of the work I have done here is because of the way Vanta has moulded me and
encouraged me; being a mother to me and a friend to me in every aspect. She is my black hero.â€€

St. Kitts and Nevis’ only Living National Hero, a former and first Prime Minister Dr. the Right
Hon. Sir Kennedy Simmonds (of the Peopleâ€™s Action Movement (PAM) administration) was
greeted by students holding letters to form a ‘WELCOME’ sign upon his entry to the school on
Thursday 17th February.

Sir Kennedy expressed at the end of the tour: “One of the things I would like to say about the
preschool programme is that while it started as a government initiative, I am really really pleased to
see with how it has spread to private sector involvement at this school and other schools in the
Federation where persons have taken the initiative...”

He touched on the importance of early childhood education as he commended the management
of Cradles Learning Centre in “the upbringing of the preschoolers; preparing them for primary
school and beyond. Your job that you have taken on is a tremendous job, and it is wonderful to see

now going forward the public sector and private sector
partnership...”

Dr. Terrance Drew, a community activist, caretaker for
Constituency Eight and newly elected National Leader of the
St.Kitts-Nevis Labour Party (SKNLP) visited on Wednesday 23rd
February.

He congratulated the school’s owners and staff on a whole.
â€œI must say that I am very appreciative for having the

opportunity to come here to see this nursery and preschool. I
want really to congratulate Teacher Bev and her husband and the
staff for the impressive school that they run here. It is beyond
what I expected and that of course is in a positive way. I just
want to say to them to continue to move forward, continue to
work hard as they mould the minds of the future.”

Dr. Drew added: “This is really a good example of what our
citizens can do when given the opportunity to really to display
their talent and their innovative minds, and so this for me is really
impressive and of course I want to say that this represents where
we are as a people. I want to say to the country and the wider
world that this is an example of the best of St.Kitts and Nevis;
this is who we are as a people.”

On Monday 28th February the children of Cradles Learning
centre for the close out of Black History Month, students and
teachers wore various styles of African wear as part of the day’s
activities.

Early Childhood Educator Talks
About Being Inspired By
Students For Black History
Month School Tour
(cont’d from page 09)

Front Page Photo  - The 2021-2022 St.Kitts Nevis
National Carnival Queen dreadlock beauty Nekirah
Nicholls interacts with students of the Cradles Learning
Centre as part of the school Black History Month tour
visits on Thursday 24th February 2022. (Photo credit:
B’jon Bass)
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Schools hosting sports
meets in preparation
for the return of the
Inter-Primary School
Championship

NIA CHARLESTOWN NEVIS (March 02, 2022) —Public
and private schools across Nevis have begun hosting their individual
sports meets in preparation for the return of one of the largest
events on the island’s calendar- the annual Inter-Primary School
Championship.

Premier Hon. Mark Brantley announced recently that plans
are in progress to host the “Mini Olympics” in April, following a
two-year hiatus due to COVID-19 restrictions on sporting activities
and mass gatherings.

“We wish to have Inter-Primary this year. It is a staple of
Nevisian life and it is time that it resumes. Plans are ongoing to
see how we can stage Inter-Primary this year in a way that is
safe and brings back competition, and so we are looking forward
to restoring that sense of community and friendly sporting rivalry
that we’ve always had here on the island of Nevis.

“So the Mini-Olympics we certainly hope will be back in
swing,” he said.

St. James’ Primary held its sports meet on Tuesday, March
01, and Joycelyn Liburd Primary will hold its sports meet on
Thursday, March 03.  St. Thomas Primary is scheduled for March
09, Elizabeth Pemberton Primary on March 10, Ivor Walters
Primary on March 11, Charlestown Primary on March 16, Nevis
Academy on March 22, and Maude Crosse Preparatory on March
29.

With the exception of St. James’ primary, all meets will be
held at the Nevis Athletic Stadium.

Hon. Eric Evelyn, Minister of Youth and Sports in the Nevis
Island Administration (NIA), expressed his delight that the younger
members of the population are resuming athletic competition.

“We certainly welcome the opportunity for our students to be
back on the track and to be involved in athletics again and utilize
their athletic abilities. Of course it has been a two-year wait and
now it’s over. We believe that sports is extremely important to our
students; we want our students to remain fit, it’s not only good for
their physical health, it’s also good for their mental health and
their overall development as children and young adults.

“So we are very happy that we will be seeing sports again and
Iâ€™m sure all of us- the students, the parents, the teachers and
principals- this is a development that we all welcome and the fact
that the Mondo Track will be utilized fully for the athletic
development of our students.”

The last annual Gulf Insurance Inter-Primary School
Championship was held in 2019 when Charlestown Primary won
the championship title in Zone A and Elizabeth Pemberton Primary
won in Zone B

Primary school students practicing for sports meets at the Nevis
Athletics Stadium, Nevis
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BY: EARLE CLARKE  -  24|02|2022

THE DESTRUCTIVE PEOPLE’S
ACTION MOVEMENT,
(P.A.M.)!!  -  PART (3)

“When a WORKING-CLASS people are improperly
educated politically as to the struggles waged on their
behalf, they are prone (more inclined, tend) to adopt the
life style of their oppressors unaware of the battles waged
to improve their standard of living! They are now on par
with their former oppressors, enjoying privileges only they
the oppressors enjoyed!! These advances lull them into
false impressions, giving them the belief that they have
arrived socially, economically, thus blinding them to the
continuing oppression of their less fortunate brothers and
sisters:” - Kennedy Earle Clarke:

Dear reader, The People’s Action Movement (PAM)
which was formed in 1965, contested the 1966 General Elections
and lost all seats. In 1967 10th June, the same People’s Action
Movement-(PAM) along with some misguided Anguillan citizens
and USA mercenaries, launched an armed attack upon St. Kitts
with the sole intention of overthrowing the 1966 lawfully elected
Labour Government led by Comrade Robert Llewellyn Bradshaw,
which won all seven seats in the General Elections and to turn
over the political power to those who already had the economic
power and who were once our enslavers!

The re-enslavement of Black People had taken place in
Apartheid South Africa in 1948, three (3) years after the United
Nations was formed in 1945. This re-enslavement of Black People
was fully supported by the USA and Great Britain or England and
they would have supported the same re-enslavement here in St.
Kitts, were the 1967 coup successful, for the foundation of the
capitalist economic system is based on cheap labour, exploitation,
oppression, degradation, all resulting in the realization of humongous
(huge) profits for a few persons.

Fortunately for us the Black Working class, Divine intervention
interceded (stepped in) on our behalf, in that the boat carrying the
Anguillans and the USA mercenaries, mistook St. Eustatius (Statia)
for St. Kitts and, by the time they discovered their error and
corrected it, dawn was already signaling its presence and many

of the estate managers,
overseers and others who were
waiting patiently for the
Anguillan boat to arrive early
to  carry out their nefarious
(wicked, criminal) acts, had
already left the Half Way Tree
Beach, fearing that something
had gone wrong with the boat.

Despite the late arrival, the
few PAM supporters who
remained decided to execute
the plan of overthrowing the
1966 Lawfully Elected
Government of Mr. Bradshaw.
Saturday 10th June, 1967, was
the celebration of Prince
Charles’ Birthday and a Public
holiday and so, many persons
began celebrating the holiday
by attending dances the Friday
night to the Saturday morning.
Those who possess a clean
conscience and want to follow
the dictates of it, would readily
testify that the armed
Anguillans visited the Factory
Social Centre, where the
founder of PAM was the
organizer of the dance held
there.

When the dancers saw the
armed masked men, they
panicked except the founder of
PAM, who kept assuring them,
that everything was going to be
alright? Here were armed men,
suddenly appearing at a dance

of which you are the organizer and, whilst everyone else was
panicking, you were calm and serene, assuring them that everything
will be alright? Doesn’t this calmness and serenity in the sudden
appearance of masked armed men, testify to the fact that you
were fully well involved in whatever dastardly (evil) mission the
perpetrators (persons who carry out harmful acts) were carrying
out, and so, you were unafraid? You expected them, for they were
part of the plot you were fully involved in, that is why you alone at
that dance did not feel threatened and thus continued giving the
assurance that all will be well?

This was a well-planned coup by PAM, it was believed that
there was involvement top Police officials and the command of
the Defence Force. If my statements, if my allegations are untrue,
if my condemnation of these treacherous acts are unfounded, are
unjust, why would the Command of the Defence Force, lock the
armoury of the Defence Force the night before, when a State of
Emergency was declared in St. Kitts and intelligence revealed
that there was going to be an armed attack on the Defence Force
Camp? Why did the Command of the Defence Force allow the
men to be at the mercy of the attackers, by taking home the keys
to the armoury, which were always at the Camp?

When the Defence came under attack, they were extremely
lucky that a soldier did not hand in his weapon and ammunition
and so they were able to shoot from various directions to give the
attackers the impression that they were fully armed? When the
Defence Force Camp came under attack and discovered that the
armoury was locked, they rang the Commander, who advised them
to come fetch him at his home? When the Defence Force rang
Police Headquarters for help, because they were under attack,
instead of coming to their assistance, the Police High Command
advised them that every tub sits on its own bottom!! In A State Of
Emergency?

The Commissioner Of Police was fully aware that a State of
Emergency existed in the country. He must have been also fully
aware of an impending attack by armed personnel from Anguilla.
He bluntly refused to render assistance to the Defence Force
when it came under attack. He had already lectured his Police
that, were they to come under attack, they must not defend
themselves. Policemen stationed atop the Police Headquarters
Building on Lozack Road saw armed men walking through Warner
Park during travelling Eastward? A State of Emergency existed,
but, as they were warned not to defend themselves, they did not
fire on those men! When the Guard Room at the Police Station
came under attack, the Police on duty, were like lambs left to be
slaughtered?
THE EDUCATION CONTINUES NEXT WEEK,
GOD’S WILLING!!!

The on-line global high-level
event will mark the global
launch of the new ground-
breaking ILO report “Care at
work: Investing in care leave
and services for a more gender
equal world of work”. It will set
the ILO and its
constituentsâ€™ agenda on
investing in care policies as part
of the global call for investing
in the care economy. It will
highlight the relevance of care
policies also in the context of
climate change, infrastructure
and sustainable care and green
jobs.

The event will feature key
tripartite leaders of the world
of work and high-level
representatives of the ILO and
the UN System. It will provide
an opportunity to discuss the
findings of the report and

propose concrete ways forward in realizing the
right to care and gender equality at work for all as
part of â€œour common agendaâ€€ for
sustainable development.

Speakers
Mr. Guy Ryder, ILO Director-General

and Social Security, Mexico
(TBC)
Mr Samba SY, Minister of
Labour, social dialogue and
relations with the institutions,
Senegal
Mr Rasmus Cruce Naeye,
State Secretary to Minister for
Employment and Gender
Equality, Sweden
Ms Julie Su, US Labor
Deputy Secretary (via video
recorded message)
Ms Renate Hornung-Draus,
Managing Director of the
Confederation of German
Employers’ Associations
(BDA), and Vice-Chairperson
of the ILO Governing Body
Ms Sharan Burrow, General
Secretary, ITUC
Ms. Sharanjit Leyl,
Moderator

Ms Asa Regner, Deputy Executive Director,
UN Women
Mr Silvestre H. Bello III, Secretary of the
Department of Labor and Employment,
Philippines (via video recorded message)
Ms Luisa MarÃ-a Alcalde, Minister of Labor

ILO Celebrates International Women’s Day
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By: FAIR SHARE FOR ALL

 - INSIDE SCOOPS -

By Vigilante

FAIR SHARE FOR ALL

SCOOPS

* People want to know what secret de BRC
holding for Humpty Dumpty.  But who in de know
say to ask de fallen angel.  Dey say since Humpty
Dumpty give de BRC de big wuk, de fallen angel
getting blows carn done.  He tell Ole Mother Hubbard
dat is only because he is a big man, he donâ€™t
bruk dung and bawl whenever he see dem together.
* People in de know say dat de BRC carn go
jail for de money dat he misappropriate when he was
laboring because too much name gon call.
* Dey say he pay a load a people light bill and
child support wid de money.  And people get pay to
support de party wid de money.  So not a soul can
hold a candle.
* De BRC does even go walking wid Humpty
Dumpty now a dese days.  So de poor fallen angel
carn get a tun.  Dey say dat he does walk and waddle
so much dat people thought was two big woman when
dey see dem in de distance.
* Dey say dat on to now nobody know how de
lady so resign from de big school did get de big wuk
in de first place.  Dey say dat she name never even
on a long list much less a short one.  But school
chirren say dat is one a de frilly mout deputy people
person.  So he do dem a favour because dey does fix
him up praperly when he go to she country.
* Every time dey bruk up de sidewalk and mek
de highway likkle broader de #4 misappropriator have
to build over he grease trap for de FCK.  Is three
time he had was to build a new one so dis last time
he refuse so is de WDP and we money dat build it.
* Wendy Whisky gone into hiding since she say
what she say bout de people dem.  Dey say dat
Humpty Dumpty mek her had was to write letter a
apology and promise not to say any ting bout he
people, de Ass.
* Humpty Dumpty not idling wid off de mark a
man at all.  Dey say dat he only know bout de meeting
when somebody who did dere ask him how come he
not dere.
* Sleepy Hammy say dat any time de rest a dem
come wid a motion Humpty Dumpty not gon idle
wid dem.  He done team up wid Humpty Dumpty
who gon read all a dem file and bruk up everyting
anytime dey come wid any motion.

For $44,000,000.00, we should be
able to buy absolute peace.  Even at
$31,000,000.00, absolute peace
should have been reigning.  So any
increase should result in the absence
of war.

I will never say that the shooting
incidents have not decreased and I
don’t expect any system to be
perfect. But when someone on the
PEACE is gunned down in a hail of
bullets, I have to lament again that
there is no real attempt to remove
these illegal firearms from our streets
and there is no real attempt to plug
all the holes through which these
illegal weapons arrive into the
federation.

That the shootings and murders
have decreased is all the evidence we
need that the people who are on the
PEACE are the same people who
were shooting and killing one
another.

And while I don’t have any issue
with giving people a second chance,
for $44,000,000.00, we need to be
able to get all the illegal firearms and
ammunition out of the hands of these
second chancers.

Maybe it’s just me but I don’t
understand why people who are on
the PEACE must have guns. If, as is
being rumoured, those on the
PEACE have used the PEACE
money to arm themselves with better
weapons, then the system is failing
these young people.

If the only way at conflict
resolution is killing the person with
whom there is the disagreement, then
the system is failing the young
people.  If the second chancers are

not being taught to bury hatchets and
move on with life, then the system is
failing the young people.

And if they are not being taught that
while gold chains and fancy cars have
their place, real long term investments
should be strongly encouraged, then the
system is failing the young people.

I listened to Mr. Sutton on Issues on
Wednesday and while there are some
information that must be kept secret in
the interest of national security, the
payment received by the second
chancers is not one of them.

Every civil servant’s salary is public
information.  Our tax dollar is what pays
every civil servant and every public
official.  How can there be a threat to
national security if we know the take
home pay of the average second chancer
and the take hole pay if the average
former gang leader?

Unless there is something to hide?
There are so many stories out there

about the truck load of money the
second chancers receive.  And when we
hear that for this year alone they will
receive $44,000,000.00, Mr Sutton
should have come with his facts and
figures ready and willing to tell the
public all about the PEACE programme.

Mr Sutton and who sent him must
recognize that people who never got
into any trouble all of their lives are
struggling to make ends meet.  It seems
to many that the right path is now the
wrong path.  And so when he came on
Issues, after every speculation had been
made of the programme, Mr. Sutton
should have been more forthcoming.

Especially since army man gun in
tings.

GUNS.  PEACE AND
PEACE MONEY



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, MARCH 04TH 202220  - SPORTS -

Ukraine crisis: Russia
to appeal against
football ban imposed
by Fifa and Uefa
From the sectionFootball BBC SPORTS

Russian flag
The Russian Football Union said it

will go to the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (Cas) to appeal against its ban
from international competitions after the
country’s invasion of Ukraine.

On Monday, Russian football clubs
and national teams were suspended from
all competitions “until further notice” by
Fifa and Uefa.

The union said it would file one lawsuit against football’s world and European
governing bodies, demanding Russia’s men’s and women’s national teams be
allowed to compete.

Russia wants its national teams reinstated to play their men’s World Cup play-
off matches next month and the women’s team once again included in this summer’s
Euro 2022 competition in England.

The union also said it could ask for the suspension of competitions they were
originally scheduled to compete in if unsuccessful.

“If Fifa and Uefa refuse such a procedure, a requirement will be put forward
for the introduction of interim measures in the form of suspension of Fifa and Uefa
decisions, as well as competitions in which Russian teams were supposed to
participate,” Russian football authorities said.

The Sports Desk podcast: Exit Abramovich as sport turns its back on Russia
Russian club Spartak Moscow were also kicked out of the Europa League and

their last-16 opponents RB Leipzig will advance to the quarter-finals.
A statement from Russian football authorities said it “believes that Fifa and

Uefa did not have a legal basis when deciding on the removal of Russian teams”.
“The Russian Football Union was also not given the right to present its position,

which violated the fundamental right to defence,” the statement continued.
“In addition, when making decisions, Fifa and Uefa did not take into account

other possible options for action, except for the complete exclusion of participants
from the competition from Russia.”

Fifa and Uefa intervened after Russia, supported by Belarus, launched a military
invasion of neighbouring Ukraine last Thursday.

Russia says it “will insist on an expedited procedure for considering the case”
in an effort to “ensure the possibility of the participation of Russian teams in the
next scheduled matches”

The Russian men’s team had been scheduled to face Poland in a World Cup
play-off semi-final on 24 March.

The union, who say they will seek “compensation for damage”, said actions
taken against them “violated the fundamental rights of the RFU as a member of
Fifa and Uefa”

“The decision to withdraw the national team from qualification for the 2022
World Cup was made under pressure from direct rivals in the play-offs, which
violated the principle of sports and the rules of fair play,” the RFU said.

Fifa had previously ruled that Russia must complete their upcoming games in
neutral territory, under the title Football Union of Russia, and without their flag and
anthem.

However, that announcement had drawn criticism - and several nations, including
England, Northern Ireland Scotland and Wales, as well as Poland, the Czech Republic
and Sweden, in refusing to play against Russia.

The 2022 Champions League final, originally due to be played in St Petersburg
on 28 May, has also been moved to Paris.

Meanwhile, UK culture secretary Nadine Dorries said there was “really strong
consensus” for further action against Russia after hosting a virtual summit of
ministers from more than 15 countries, which included the US, France, Poland,
Canada and South Korea.

“Universal condemnation of Russia and Belarus, and all [were] clearly united
in the same aim: ostracising Putin from the sporting stage,” she posted on Twitter.

Rod Marsh: Legendary
Australia wicketkeeper
dies aged 74 after heart
attack
From the sectionCricket  BBC SPORTS

Marsh was added to the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame in 2009

Legendary Australia wicketkeeper Rod Marsh has died aged 74 after
suffering a heart attack.

Marsh was taken ill last Thursday while travelling to a charity cricket match
in Queensland.

He effected 355 dismissals - a world record at the time of his retirement - in
96 Test appearances for Australia from 1970 to 1984.

He also played 92 one-day internationals and served as Australia men’s
chairman of selectors until 2016.

Marsh is third on Australia’s all-time dismissals list behind Adam Gilchrist
with 416 and Ian Healy’s 395.

Australia Test great Mark Waugh described Marsh as “an absolute icon” of
the sport.

Waugh continued: “Had the pleasure of working with Rod for a number of
years as a selector and you wouldn’t meet a more honest, down to earth, kind
hearted person.”

Former Australia one-day international David Hussey paid tribute, saying
“Rod will be missed”.

Hussey wrote on Twitter: “His saying, “cricket is a simple game made
complicated” still resonates with me.”

Ex-England bowler Chris Tremlett described Marsh as “a great man who
helped guide me and many others on the right path in my younger years and
taught me what it takes to play international cricket”.

First wicketkeeper to score a Test century
Marsh would go on to form a formidable partnership with fast bowler Dennis

Lillee, with the pair combining for a record 95 Test dismissals.
However, he had a difficult start to his Test career and was nicknamed “Iron

Gloves” during his first series against England in 1970-71.
He came close to a maiden century during that Ashes series, making an

unbeaten 92 in Melbourne before captain Bill Lawry declared with Australia
nine down.

Marsh did not feel as though he had missed out on a century, saying that he
thought Lawry should have declared much earlier.

He later became the first Australian wicketkeeper to score a Test century
when he reached triple figures against England in the 1977 Centenary Test.

On the 1981 tour of England, Marsh became the first keeper to claim 100
dismissals in Ashes Tests.

After retiring Marsh commentated on Australian television before taking on
a coaching role at the Australian National Academy.

He later took on a similar role with the England and Wales Cricket Board
and was a selector for the men’s team from 2001 to 2005.

Marsh served as the Australian chairman of selectors from 2014 to 2016,
stepping down after Australia were hammered at home by South Africa.


