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From Panama
to Pandora

In 2016, the world was treated to the release of what
became as ‘The Panama Papers’ a literal ‘Treasure Trove’
of documents which revealed the many ways in which
the ultra-rich, wealthy and famous conceal their
enormous holdings duck paying taxes in their home
countries, and thereby depriving the citizens of
immeasurable amounts of money that would have gone
towards the development of their people and respective
countries.

The papers had been accessed by several organisations
of investigative journalists and showed how lawyers,
accountants and other business professionals based in
Panama City, Panama designed and made me use of
offshore corporate entities to serve their clients in their
efforts to dodge all kinds of taxes levied in their
countries.

Documents numbered in the tens of millions, and
covered periods of more than twenty years. The identities
of these involved stunned people everywhere especially
in the underdeveloped countries. In particular, they
showed how politicians, big business owners and other
highly placed individuals had been able to deceive those
whom they always claim to represent.

Particularly revealing was the number of ‘leaders’ of
poor countries who were involved in the schemes.
Millions of ordinary people were shaken to the core, and
they lost all confidence in those who when campaigning,
offered themselves to serve the people and being
desirous of doing all manner of things to help the same
people and make their lived better.

Once in office, it very quickly became clear that for
so many of them, their real interests are in themselves,
their relatives and a few friends of theirs. The votes of

the electorate were but a means to their
very selfish (and self-centered) ends.

For most of us here in our beloved
little country of St.Kitts and Nevis, the
most hurtful affect of it all was the
number and kinds of black African
‘leaders’ who were involved.

Now comes another disclosure, this
time consisting of an even larger trove
of documents and contents likely to have
wide ranging repercussions. The very
labelling, “The Pandora Papers”
forewarns of what is likely to follow,
especially when one recalls that when
Pandora opened the box of mischievous
no one was able to put them back in, or
even to close the box. We shall just have
to wait and see.

People of St.Kitts and Nevis should
take no comfort in the fact that our
country has not been identified, at least
not yet should that be the case. But we
are not in the clear. The island of Nevis
in particular has been under international
scrutiny for decades, and when the
‘bubble’ is pricked, it is very likely that
there will be much weeping and wailing
and gnashing of teeth.

St.Kitts, too, will most likely come
in for its full share.  Remember, dear
people, the many warnings which have
been given about the Citizenship by
Investment programme, as operated

under the current government. That time
appears to draweth nigh. So, too, does
information about the money laundering
scheme which was operated out of a certain
consulate in Costa Rica.

Perhaps events currently ongoing in
Dubai will feature in this new saga. But all
of this, we the people of St.Kitts and Nevis,
need to exercise precautions, especially as
intolerance is at an elevated level and
persons are being removed from the
airwaves simple for exercising the very
democratic rights and freedoms which the
current administration has been publicly
crticised  for abusing in so many ways
before getting into got into power.

Watch out people of St.Kitts and Nevis,
watch out! The combination of ‘Panama and
Pandora’ does not bode well for us. It is
very much the case that time is indeed longer
than twine, and whatsoever one sows, that
is exactly what one will reap.

From ‘Panama to Pandora’ should open
the eyes of us all.
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CONSERVE
WATER

Arrested Video Blogger Says
Evidence Video Is Missing
By: Spokesman Newsroom

*    Hon. Hazel Brandy-Williams delivers address to mark
Breast Cancer Awareness Month 2021

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Friday 8th October 2021)-
Romnage ‘Shaq’ Benjamin of
Shadwell, a well-known social
media video blogger who is
former police officer, has
publicly reported that his live
recorded Facebook video about
an incident involving him, which
is before the court, has
“mysteriously disappeared.”

In keeping with his social
media style of news reporting
and commentary, on Sunday 3rd
October 2021, he posted a video
on his Facebook page a day
before his first court
appearance whereby he talks
about the missing video issue
following the 20th August 2021
incident.

“Strange enough what
baffles me is that the first video
from the 20th of [August]
mysteriously disappeared from
my Facebook account... Now,
I went back on my Facebook
page to look at the video to get
some information... and guess
what? the video [is] gone,:
Benjamin states.

 “Now, I did not receive any
notification from Facebook that
I would have violated any of
their community rules or
anything... but the video
mysteriously, mysteriously
gone...but it’s a good thing I
have backups so let them delete
this one here,” he added as the
backup footage plays in the
background of his video
presentation.

In that 20th August footage,
Benjamin captured his own
arrest while on Church Street

in Basseterre during his coverage of a ‘KITTITIAN LIVES
MATTER peaceful walk’ event using his phone.

He had accused a female senior police officer of â€œlooking
a reason to arrest meâ€€ during his live taping.

“I can’t walk behind of the police! Imagine that! All over the
world, you see persons are reporting information; bringing
information to the people and they are recording also but here in
St.Kitts, none of that!...She is looking a reason to arrest me “I
cannot walk behind the police, I cannot video [tape]. All around
the world persons are videoing, sharing the information but no not
here in St.Kitts. St. Kitts is unique!,” he was heard saying.

A police statement issued on Wednesday 25th August informed
that Benjamin and two females namely Annivea Hutchinson of
St. Paul’s and Pretha Thom of Dorset Village “were charged,
and subsequently received bail as a result of an illegal gathering
that occurred on August 20, 2021.”

Benjamin received a total of ten (10) charges- for the offences
of Obstruction; Taking Part in a Public Procession Without the
Written Permission of the Chief of Police; Taking Part in a Public
March in the Daylight Without a Permit; Taking Part in a Prohibited
Procession; Behaving in a Manner with Intent to Provoke a
Breach of the Peace and Attending a Mass Gathering to wit a
Public Procession.

He was also slapped with five (5) additional charges for similar
offences committed on August 02, 2021.

On August 23, Benjamin received bail in the sum of $15,000
with two (2) sureties. His bail conditions are that he is to report to
the Basseterre Police Station every Monday between 6 a.m. and
6 p.m. and that any breach of the peace will result in the revocation
of bail.

Likewise, the two females received bail the same day with the
same conditions.

Benjamin, on Wednesday 25th August said in a video posted
that his two phones were in police custody.

This media house had seen that 20th August video that spanned
over 30 minutes, showing no less than 11,000 views and over 300
shares.

Front Page Image: Video blogger Romnage ‘Shaq’
Benjamin seen in this screenshot from a Facebook video
post on Sunday 3rd October 2021 talking about his live
recorded Facebook video of 20th August 2021 which he
has “mysteriously disappeared” as his backup footage
plays in the background of his video presentation. This
captured image shows when a senior female police officer
is walking up to him while talking. (Spokesman Screenshot)
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Juvenile Gets Questioned In Deadly Headshot
Shooting
By: Spokesman
Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Thursday 7th October
2021)- Police say a juvenile is
in custody assisting with the
investigation into an incident in
which 34-year-old Kishaun
Ritchen of Newtown was
fatally shot.

Such information comes in
accordance with a press
release issued on Wednesday
6th October 2021.

An autopsy performed on
Ritchen’s body on 29th

September by Resident
Pathologist Dr. Adrian Nunez
concluded that death was as a
result of severe head injury due
to a single gunshot wound to the
head.

Local authorities had
revealed in a first report that
close to 8 p.m. on Thursday
23rd September, police officers
responded to a report of a
shooting incident in Newtown.

Upon arrival, Ritchen’s
motionless body was found
lying in Agatha Johnson Lane.

Preliminary investigations so
far have revealed that Ritchen,
and another individual, were
walking along the Lane when
a masked gunman ran up

behind him and shot him.
He was pronounced dead

at the scene by the District
Medical Officer.

The scene was processed by
personnel from the Forensic
Services Unit and several items
of evidential value were taken
into custody.

Persons with information
regarding this matter are urged
to contact the Violent Crimes
Unit by dialling 467-1887, 467-
1888, 662-3468, their nearest
Police Station or the Crime
Hotline at 707 where
information can be given
anonymously. Investigations
into the matter are ongoing.

Photo: Deceased-Kishaun Ritchen of Newtown
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Zack Talks Positive Feelings
After Death Rumour
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Thursday 7th October
2021)-A death rumour about
public figure Winston ‘Zack’
Nisbett better known as ‘De
Doctor of Culture’ has
awakened his mindset about life
and the people around him in
positive and uplifting ways.

Such were the sentiments
he shared when interviewed by
this reporter on Wednesday 6th
October 2021.

For him, he has been
experiencing a moment of
‘receiving his flowers while he
can still smell them’ as the
popular saying goes, and is
grateful for the outpour of love
and support from individuals
who have expressed happiness
and relief that he still on the land
of the living.

Upon answering his
cellphone, Nibsett’s early on
conversation was about him
being out and about to buy some
refreshment beverages for
visitors to the Zack’s Historical-
Cultural Library and Museum
located at Buckley’s Estate.

The well-known cultural

preservationist also spoke excitedly about his ongoing visits to
primary schools whilst adding that teachers and students have
shown happiness to see him, especially during visits this week in
light of that dark rumour.

“I’m elated... the response from people is overwhelming. When
these things happen you get to know who is there for you, and I
have been told not to take it lightly. People are still calling [me on
my phone].”

He also spoke about an interaction he had while shopping at
the nearby Best Buy supermarket in the community where he
resides saying: “I went in Best Buy, and one of the cashiers she
called me and said ‘Zack come over on this side’. When I got to
her said she: ‘I feel so good I see you that’s why I said come over
here. Come let me give you a hug’.”

When sked what he has to say the public about his energy
level and mindset at this point, he expressed: “It energizes me
more. It gives me the impetus to do more. You’ll see a lot more
action out of the Doctor of Culture.”

As it relates to how the rumour got started, Nisbett suspects
that it appears to have come about following the recent death of
his “good friend” who carried the nickname ‘Doc’. However, in
recalling some of the details linked to the rumour which he heard,
he commented: “Some people are malicious; you can’t go with
them.”

As gathered, the rumour led him to getting numerous calls
from relatives, friends and well-wishers both at home and overseas.

According to Nisbett, in walking the streets while the rumour
had been buzzing, he has heard persons making remarks as he
passed like: ‘Me arm! How dey say he dead?!’

This media house wishes Nisbett all the best in his endeavours
and personal well-being.

Front Page Photo: Public figure Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett, a
cultural preservationist (Spokesman Snap-September 2018.

NEOC Official: Hotel
Rapid Testing Could
Lessen Burden On
Public Health Officers
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 7th October 2021)-
Hotels in St.Kitts-Nevis  offering rapid COVID-19 test services
to guests as well as 24-hour and 48-hour quarantine and testing
periods are among the recommendations agreed upon following
recent discussions between hoteliers and the local officials.

“We will await the decision of the federal cabinet to advise the
next regulations hopefully,” stated the task force chairman Abdias
Samuel, who is of the view that testing at hotels would help current
challenges and ease the burden on public health officers.

In speaking at the National Emergency Operations Center
(NEOC) COVID-19 Daily Briefing on Wednesday 6th October
2021, he gave details stemming from the meeting which he said
was one of the engagements for the past week to “discuss a
number of matters that are affecting their service and their
business.”

“One of the areas that would have been highlighted is the
reduction in the quarantine period and I must inform you that
several recommendations are before the members of the cabinet
at this time for us to have the quarantine period reduced. There
are recommendations of 48 hours and tests and 24 hours and
testing. We will await the decision of the federal cabinet to advise

the next regulations hopefully,”
he explained.

According to Samuel: “The
Ministry of Health also would
have agreed-represented by the
Acting CMO [Chief Medical
Officer] Dr. [Cameron]
Wilkinson and others and the
HEOC... we were notified at
the task force level that indeed,
we would also assist the
hoteliers by allowing the
hoteliers to be able to contract
the services of the labs and
having certified doctors and
nurses conduct the swabbing of
their guests we project would
help us with the current
challenges as well as easing the
burden on our public health
officers who are working
extremely hard.”

Samuel outlined that in
discussions with the hoteliers,
the departure tests was also
discussed.

“So as it is right now for you
to depart the Federation
depending on the destination
you are going to, most
destinations are requiring tests.
Various destinations have
varying requirements. For

example, some destinations would accept the rapid test, antigen
test, PCR test etc. so we have now been in discussions with the
hoteliers”

He said Dr. Wilkinson would have begun his discussions with
the various labs “because eventually, in order to have an easement
and also to enhance the experience of our guests and our tourism
product, we are of the view that persons who will be departing
the Federation should be able to undergo a rapid test or antigen
test based on the destination and the acceptance of the destination
going forward.”

Samuel continued: “So I think that is some welcoming news
for the hoteliers so rather than having to do a PCR test to depart
the Federation of St.Kitts and Nevis, you should be able now to
do a rapid test, antigen test etc. So these are some of the
recommendations that we accepted and have agreed upon; that’s
the National COVID-19 Task Force in collaboration with the
Ministry of Health and also supported by the Cabinet members.”

He echoed a statement by Dr. Wilkinson in hoping to have the
WHO-approved test administered in St.Kitts-Nevis.

Front Page Image:  Used for illustration purposes only
(not in St.Kitts-Nevis), the photo shows a health care
worker in protective clothing about to administer a swab
test on a hotel guest (credit: https://miami.cbslocal.com)
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Nevis Premier welcomes new 24-
hour quarantine for international
travelers

Sanitize /
Wear Your Mask
Wash Your Hands

UK eases COVID-19
quarantine, testing
rules for fully-
vaccinated travelers
from St. Kitts and
Nevis

NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (October 07, 2021)-
- Premier Hon. Mark Brantley,
Minister of Tourism in the
Nevis Island Administration
(NIA), has welcomed the new
24-hour quarantine protocol for
international travelers in the
hopes that the eased restriction
would be the impetus needed
for tourists to return to Nevis.

The government of St. Kitts
and Nevis published Statutory
Rules and Orders (SR&O) No.
38 of 2021 on October 06,
which states that effective
October 07, 2021, all arriving
travellers who are fully
vaccinated against the
COVID-19 virus shall remain
in a government approved
COVID-19 hotel or quarantine
facility or private residence
certified by the National

COVID-19 Taskforce for a period of 24 hours, and a COVID-19
test sample would be taken within that period, and upon receiving
a negative RT-PCR test shall be released from quarantine.

The previous SR&O stipulated a four-day quarantine period
for fully vaccinated travelers.

Mr. Brantley said, “This is a welcomed development which
allows Nevis to say to the world that it is truly now open for
tourism business again. With this announcement we are hopeful
that we can now have a good winter season and regain the
economic momentum that we have lost to this pandemic. Our
hoteliers are all happy at this announcement and we have taken a
giant leap forward to restoring normalcy to our island.”

Mr. Brantley is keen to see the many tourism industry workers
who lost their jobs due to the COVID-19 pandemic return to work
as soon as possible.

“I think this will be a shot in the arm for the tourism industry. A
property like Four Seasons has indicated quite clearly that they
are in a position to take on people if they can get the groups that
they have scheduled to come.”

Visitors to Nevis can vacation in place at any of the island’s
four travel-approved hotels- Four Seasons Resort, Golden Rock
Inn, Montpelier Plantation & Beach, and Paradise Beach- and be
free to explore the island 24 hours after arrival.

Photo caption: The island of Nevis open for Tourism
business

N I A
C H A R L E S T O W N
NEVIS (October 07,
2021) - - Fully-vaccinated
persons traveling from St.
Kitts and Nevis to the United
Kingdom will enjoy much-
eased COVID-19
quarantine and testing
requirements effective
October 11, 2021.

Hon. Premier Mark Brantley, Minister of Foreign Affairs
for St. Kitts and Nevis, says the UK’s new policy will come
as a major relief for persons in the Federation traveling to the
UK and vice versa.

“I feel that this is a huge win for diplomacy for St. Kitts
and Nevis as the UK government has today (October 07,
2021) announced that they will revise their travel system and
that incoming passengers from St. Kitts and Nevis will as of
October 11 be treated the same as incoming UK passengers.
This means that they have recognized our vaccination program
as being world-class.

“I believe that this now opens up the possibility of greater
travel to and from the UK for our people and allows greater
freedom for those from the UK to come and visit, and so we
anticipate having robust visits from the UK for our upcoming
tourism season,” he said.

The Foreign Minister commended St. Kitts and Nevis High
Commissioner to the United Kingdom, His Excellency Kevin
Isaac in London and all of the officials in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs including Permanent Secretary Ms. Kaye
Bass, who have been actively engaged on this matter.

According to the UK government, effective October 11,
fully-vaccinated travellers coming from St. Kitts and Nevis
will be required to quarantine for only two days and can now
replace the day two PCR tests with cheaper rapid tests. They
will no longer need to take pre-departure tests.

Previously travellers from the Federation were required
to take a COVID-19 PCR test 24-72 hours prior to arrival
from a CLIA/CDC/UKAS approved laboratory and had to
vacation in place at a Travel Approved hotel for at least five
days.

St. Kitts and Nevis is one of 47 destinations benefitting
from the UK’s revised COVID-19 quarantine travel rules.
Photo caption: Hon. Premier Mark Brantley, Minister of
Foreign Affairs for St. Kitts and Nevis
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Statement on the
passing of former
President of the

SKNFA
Mr. Anthony Johnson

On the evening of Sunday 3rd October 2021, we were informed of the sudden passing of the
former President of the SKNFA Mr. Anthony Johnson. On behalf of the executive and member
clubs of the St. Kitts Nevis Football Association we extend sincerest condolences to his family

and friends. Mr. Johnson served as President from 2009 to 2021
and was instrumental in the growth of the game of football in St.
Kitts and Nevis. We’ll pray for peace and comfort during this
time of mourning. May his soul rest in eternal peace.
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New rules aimed at
ensuring racehorses do
not enter food chain
By Laura Scott  -  BBC Sport

Horses’ hooves

The new rule change applies to all domestically
trained runners in Great Britain

Racehorses entered to run in Great Britain will have
to be signed out of the food chain from January, BBC
Sport can reveal.

The British Horseracing Authority (BHA) rule
change will mean horses cannot be sent to abattoirs in
exchange for money to be slaughtered for food.

Transporting horses to an abattoir to be sold for
consumption was “not an approach that we should
tolerate in our sport” and should not be “classed as
euthanasia”, said BHA director of equine health and
welfare James Given.

In July, a BBC Panorama investigation found that
4,000 former racehorses - some once owned and
trained by prominent figures in the industry and most
trained in Ireland - were slaughtered in Great Britain
and Ireland since the beginning of 2019.

Indicative data held by racing authorities suggests
12% of those would have been killed in Great Britain.

Given explained that one of the main reasons for
the rule change was so that all racehorses could be
treated with the most appropriate drugs if they were
injured on a racecourse.

At present, any horse not signed out of the human
food chain cannot be given certain drugs, such as
painkiller phenylbutazone, or ‘bute’.

From next year horses will still be able to be sent to
an abattoir as a method of being put down humanely,
but can no longer be sold for food.

The rule was proposed in January by the BHA’s
veterinary committee, but needed approval by the
organisation’s board and rules committee, which came
last month.

It applies to all domestically trained runners in Great
Britain, and will mean entries are not accepted if it has
not been declared - via the Weatherbys app and the
horse’s passport - that the horse is not intended for
human consumption.

The intention is for it to cover international runners,
and the BHA is currently liaising with other jurisdictions.

However, a leading welfare charity warned that this
was not the “welfare panacea it might appear” and
warned an “underground trade” could still enable people
to circumvent the rules.

Given told BBC Sport: “There are a number of
welfare issues [behind this]. I think it is a great
development.

carrying career-threatening injuries.
The abattoir, Drury and Sons, told Panorama they “take great care to maintain

high welfare conditions and do not accept any form of animal abuse”.
World Horse Welfare chief executive Roly Owers told BBC Sport: “This is an

interesting development but like any change, it needs to avoid unintended
consequences.

“Signing horses out of the food chain is not the welfare panacea it might appear
and it will be important for the BHA to monitor the impact of this change and to act
where necessary.

“Equally this change will make the need for lifetime responsibility and traceability
for all former
r a c e h o r s e s
ever more
important as
t h e
slaughterhouse
will no longer
be an outlet.

“And until
there is a
robust digital
e q u i n e
identification
system there is
still a risk that
s o m e
racehorses will
be entered into
the food chain
fraudulently in
a n
underground
trade that we
know carries
grave risks for
e q u i n e
welfare.”

“It follows on from
work that was done last
year by the Horse
Welfare Board
developing euthanasia
guidelines and a decision-
making tree to help
people with what is a
very difficult time.

“The four
cornerstone stakeholder
groups were all consulted
and all unanimously
agreed that this was the
right and proper thing to
do, and of course the
Panorama programme
highlighted even more its
necessity.”

In a statement, he
added: “The transporting
of horses to an abattoir
to be sold for
consumption should not,
in my view, be classed as
euthanasia and is not an
approach that we should
tolerate in our sport,
which is why a rule
preventing this practice is
a positive step.

“I am confident that
most British trainers and
owners agree with me
on this and already
observe this principle.”

Covert recording in
the Panorama
investigation raised
concerns about the way
horses were being killed
at one of the UK’s
biggest abattoirs.

Other issues that
were highlighted included
horses being transported
hundreds of miles from
Ireland and some
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CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT BANK
NEWS RELEASE

OCTOBER 5, 2021

Prime Minister Mia
Mottley And CDB
President Dr. Gene
Leon to Discuss the
Challenges of Securing
Development Financing
on  “The President’s
Chat”

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados - October 5, 2021: The Caribbean Development
Bank’s (CDB) President, Dr Gene Leon will host the Prime Minister of Barbados,
Hon. Mia Amor Mottley, as his featured guest on the second edition of The
President’s Chat scheduled for Friday October 8, 2021, at 11:00 am (AST).

The President’s Chat is a discussion programme which the CDB launched
earlier this year to promote high level dialogue on issues of regional significance
between the Bank’s President and thought leaders and decision-makers. The
upcoming edition, entitled “Marshalling Finance for Development”, will examine
options for funding development priorities for the region with a view to enhancing

macroeconomic stability and building more resilient and sustainable economies,
especially in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. Governor of the Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank, Timothy Antoine, will serve as moderator.

“The Caribbean continues to face significant development challenges including
rising debt, limited fiscal space and declining exports which have stymied economic
growth with debilitating consequences for the people of the region. I believe the
conversation between Prime Minister Mottley and myself will intensify the focus
on concerns which must be addressed for the region to achieve sustainable
development while providing practical solutions to a number of our challenges,â€€
said the CDB President.

Prime Minister Mottley said, “As a region, our collective intellect and energies
must now be focused on identifying the major economic, social and environmental
development priorities for the post-Covid 19 era and to strategically reposition our
countries to meet new and existing challenges. I welcome the discussion with Dr
Leon which will go beyond dialogue to propose prescriptive steps for the way
forward as Small Island Developing States (SIDS) have no fiscal space because
of having to fight the COVID-19 pandemic so there is a need for a scaling up of
finance to address the serious challenges confronting the region, including on climate
action.”

The 90-minute discussion will explore issues such as the need for innovative
instruments and tailored financial solutions for the region, taking account of the
geographic vulnerabilities of SIDS and the conundrum of achieving growth while
contending with recovery from hazards and other impacts of Climate Change. The
programme will be televised on UWI TV and streamed live on both the UWI TV
and CDB’s social media channels.

The President’s Chat was introduced in June 2021 at the CDB’s 51st Annual
Meeting. The first instalment featured a conversation between Dr Leon and
Professor Compton Bourne, who served as CDB President from 2001 - 2011. The
discussion, which was moderated by Professor Emeritus, Andrew Downes,
examined how SIDS can navigate the economic and social impacts of major
developments in the global economy.

@media print { .ms-editor-squiggler { display:none !important; } } .ms-editor-
squiggler { all: initial; display: block !important; height: 0px !important; width: 0px
!important; }

* Arrested Video Blogger Says Evidence Video Is Missing
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Greenpeace loses
North Sea Vorlich
field legal
challenge
07 October 2021
Climate change

Greenpeace protestor
IMAGE SOURCE,GREENPEACE

Environmental group Greenpeace has lost its case
against the UK government over a North Sea oil field
permit.

Ruth Crawford QC for Greenpeace said UK Business
Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng had been “deprived” of information
about the environmental impact of the development.

Ms Crawford said Greenpeace wanted proper public
participation in important developments such as the Vorlich oilfield.

Roddy Dunlop QC, representing the UK government, said the
challenges advanced by Greenpeace were “largely procedural
and opportunistic”.

Jim Cormack, representing oil firms BP and Ithaca, had
previously told hearing that the challenge was “highly significant”
and if the original decision was overturned, production from the
field would have to stop until new consent could be obtained.

‘Ongoing demand’
He said the works for which consent was granted had been

implemented by BP and Ithaca at a cost of about Â£230m and
the project was fully operational and in the production phase.

Three judges at the Court of Session - Lord President Lord
Carloway, Lord Menzies and Lord Pentland - rejected
Greenpeace’s case.

The UK government said in a statement: “We welcome today’s
judgment which upholds the environmental decisions made by the
Offshore Petroleum Regulator for Environment and
Decommissioning.

“While we are working hard to drive down demand for fossil
fuels, there will continue to be ongoing demand for oil and gas
over the coming years as we transition to lower carbon, more
secure forms of energy generated in this country.”

John Sauven, Greenpeace UK executive director, said: “We
will not give up the fight for the climate. Our intention is to appeal
this ruling before the Supreme Court.”

Ithaca said in a statement that it welcomed the decision handed
down by the Court of Session to dismiss the appeal raised by
Greenpeace.

Permission to drill the
Vorlich site off Aberdeen was
given to BP in 2018.

Greenpeace argued in
Scotland’s highest civil court
there had been “a myriad of
failures in the public
consultation” and the permit did
not consider the climate
impacts of burning fossil fuel.

The Court of Session ruling
means operations will continue
at the field. Greenpeace plans
to appeal.

The UK government
welcomed the outcome.

It follows a two-day hearing
into the case last month.

Production from the
development started in
November after BP was
granted approval by the Oil and
Gas Authority (OGA) in 2018.

Greenpeace oilfield
challenge ‘opportunistic’

Judges urged to halt North
Sea oilfield

Greenpeace said it was the
first time an offshore oil permit
had ever been challenged in
court and that if it had won, the
case would have had huge
ramifications for other sites,
such as the planned Cambo
field off Shetland.

Hon. Hazel Brandy-
Williams delivers
address to mark Breast
Cancer Awareness
Month 2021

NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (October 07, 2021)
— The following is an address
by Hon. Hazel Brandy-
Williams, Junior Minister of
Health in the Nevis Island
Administration (NIA) on the
occasion of Breast Cancer
Awareness Month 2021.

Since 1985 the Month of
October is being observed as
Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, and each year at this
time we make a special effort
to highlight the devastating
impact Breast Cancer has on
millions of women throughout
the globe.

During this month all efforts
are being made to raise
awareness about Breast
Cancer, the inherent risks, and

early signs and symptoms of breast health.
In 2020 2.30 million women were diagnosed with Breast

Cancer and approximately 685,000 deaths. This cancer is the most
common cancer in women and the second leading cause of deaths
in women.

Here in the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis the incidence of
Breast Cancer continues to increase, and younger and younger
women are becoming affected. Data shows that in 2019 there
were 25 new cases of

Breast Cancer and 16 new cases recorded in 2020 ranging
from age 30 to 90 years old.

Studies have shown that Breast Cancer can be detected early
and treated effectively. It has also shown that breast self-
examination and mammograms have led to early diagnosis and
effective treatment, and it is also evident that early interventions
have led to a reduction in premature deaths associated with breast
cancer.

The Ministry over the years has supported women by helping
them to access education, screening and the support they need.

The Ministry of Health and Gender Affairs encourages you to
join with us as we RISE together to help women in need. Help us
to raise awareness about Breast Cancer and support women to
reduce their Breast Cancer risks.

Let us encourage all women of child bearing age or who have
a family history of Breast Cancer to be screened annually, but
most importantly to check their breast regularly for signs of any
changes.

This year Breast Cancer Awareness Month has been dubbed
Pinktober.  Our activities include the lighting of the Ministry of
Tourism #NevisNice sign in pink. A podcast on Breast Cancer:
Sexuality and Intimacy, with special guests Dr. Merisa Grant Tate
and Mrs. Camara Lee-Prentice. There will also be a Workplace
Lump Detection session with Dr. Essien and this will be conducted
at selected business places.

It is time to RISE! We rise with the courageous women and
men who have been diagnosed with Breast Cancer and are
fighting this dreaded disease daily. We rise and continue fighting
for a cure but most importantly let us rise and continue to fight for
access to universal quality health care for all.Hon. Hazel Brandy-Williams, Junior Minister of Health in the Nevis Island Administration

LOCAL NEWS
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Sanitize / Wear Your Mask
Wash Your Hands

Newcastle takeover: Amnesty
International urges Premier
League to change owners’ and
directors’ test
From the section Newcastle
St James’ Park

Mike Ashley has owned Newcastle United since 2007
Amnesty International has urged the Premier League to change

its owners’ and directors’ test “to address human rights issues”
amid the Saudi Arabian-backed takeover of Newcastle United.

Approval for the takeover from the Premier League could
come on Thursday.

A consortium would be in control of the club, not the Saudi
state.

“As with Formula One, elite boxing, golf or tennis, an association
with top-tier football is a very attractive means of rebranding a
country or person with a tarnished reputation. The Premier League
needs to better understand the dynamic of sportswashing and
tighten its ownership rules.”

The Public Investment Fund (PIF), which is set to provide
80% of funds for the £300m deal and would be the majority owner,
will be seen as separate to the state and therefore allow the
takeover to pass the Premier League owners’ and directors’ test.

However, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman is also the
chair of PIF - he was accused of ordering the death of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi, which the Kingdom’s leader denies.

Khashoggi’s fiancee, Hatice Cengiz, has also urged the Premier
League not to allow the move to go through, citing the involvement
of the crown prince.

It is believed a resolution came after Saudi Arabia settled an
alleged piracy dispute with Qatar-based broadcaster beIN Sports,
which owns rights to show Premier League matches in the Middle
East.

But sources have told BBC Sport that an agreement between
the Premier League and the consortium was found prior to the
news emerging on Wednesday.

With PIF deemed a separate entity, that, and any piracy issues,
are no longer an impediment to the takeover in the Premier
League’s view.

Many Newcastle fans want current owner Mike Ashley to
leave the club after a 14-year reign, which they believe has been
plagued by a lack of investment and ambition.

The Premier League and Newcastle have declined to
comment.

The state has been accused
of human rights abuses, which
Amnesty International says
must be a factor in deciding
whether the takeover
proceeds.

“Instead of allowing those
implicated in serious human
rights violations to walk into
English football simply because
they have deep pockets, we’ve
urged the Premier League to
change their owners’ and
directors’ test to address human
rights issues,” said Sacha
Deshmukh, Amnesty
International chief executive.

“The phrase ‘human rights’
doesn’t even appear in the
owners’ and directors’ test
despite English football
supposedly adhering to Fifa
standards. We’ve sent the
Premier League a suggested
new human rights-compliant
test and we reiterate our call
on them to overhaul their
standards on this.
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Sagicor encourages
persons to “Check
Yours Out” in the fight
against breast cancer

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados - In the ongoing fight against breast
cancer, it is widely acknowledged and accepted that early detection
goes a long way towards saving lives, which is why Sagicor is
encouraging the use of regular self-examinations.

This Breast Cancer Awareness month, also known as
‘Pinktober,’ the leading insurer is promoting this approach with its
#CheckYoursOut campaign, which is aimed at bringing awareness
towards the importance of screening for early detection.

Ingrid Card, Vice President, Group Marketing, Communications
and Brand Experience said “self-examination is a convenient, no-
cost option for all women. If done on a regular basis and combined
with regular physical exams by a medical professional, this
approach can increase the probability of early detection, which
has been proven to increase the rate of surviving the deadly
disease.”

“Self-examination is even more relevant today given the current
environment we find ourselves in with the COVID 19 pandemic”,

said Card. “We take this
opportunity to remind both men
and women that even during a
pandemic, breast cancer is still
a threat to both sexes, and it is
therefore still important to do
monthly self-examinations, and
to visit your local Cancer
Society for annual exams.”

In support of the campaign
and its powerful message, the
company has launched the
campaign across its operating
territories. Additionally, the
company also produced a
limited quantity of
#CheckYoursOut T-shirts,
proceeds from which will go
towards breast screening
programmes across the
Caribbean.

Community Notice
Citizens and residents are invited to participate in Mexico’s

Community Artistic Project entitled “Tzompantli Artistic
Reflection 2021”.

Participants are required to submit their artworks to
lalvar@sre.gob.mx by Monday, 25 October 2021, at 11:59 pm
Mexico time which will be 12:59 am in St. Kitts and Nevis.

For additional information, interested persons are asked to
visit the project’s official website https://reflexionartistica.org/
. The website will guide participants on how to submit their
pieces, as well as the methodology and specifications of the
artworks. The first edition of “Tzompantli Artistic Reflection
2020” is also available for review.

* U.S. Embassy in Barbados
pauses routine

nonimmigrant visa services
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HDF Energy Breaks Ground
on World’s Largest Green
Hydrogen-Power Project

After successful financial close, HDF Energy starts construction of CEOG
(French Guiana), the world’s first baseload renewable energy power plant using
hydrogen technology

*       Multi-megawatt power plant producing stable and dispatchable electricity,
24 hours a day, without polluting emissions;

*       25 years Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) signed with the French utility
EDF;

*       Equity provided by Meridiam and SARA as shareholders alongside HDF;
*       Non-recourse project financing from leading commercial and development

banks;
*    Engineering, procurement and construction (EPC) contract awarded to

Siemens Energy
*     Hydrogen technologies supply competitively procured awarded to McPhy

for the electrolysers and HDF for multi-megawatt hydrogen fuel cells
Bordeaux (FRANCE), September 30th, 2021. HDF Energy (mnemonic

code: HDF) and its equity partners, the infrastructure fund Meridiam and the
petroleum operator SARA (Rubis Group) today announced the start of the
construction of CEOG Renewstable® Power Plant in French Guiana. CEOG is
the world’s first multi-megawatt hydrogen power plant, and the largest green
hydrogen storage of intermittent electricity sources (128MWh).

Damien HAVARD, CEO of HDF Energy said: “CEOG demonstrates that
HDF Renewstable® solution addresses a very large market being all the grids
currently powered by fossil fuel power plants. By supplying non-intermittent
renewable energy, CEOG - which we are already replicating across the world -
opens a new era for renewable energies. We thank our partners Meridiam and
SARA (Rubis Group) that have brought a significant value to the development of
CEOG, allowing us to launch today this new model of electricity production. â€œ

The Renewstable® power plant, designed and developed by HDF, will supply a
100% renewable, stable and dispatchable power to 10 000 households at a lower
cost than the diesel power plant, but without emitting any greenhouse gas, fine
particle, noise or fumes. A Renewstable® power plant produces electricity using
local sources of clean energy to fully sustain the local needs, reducing exposure to
oil price volatility, supply risks, and saving foreign exchange.

Representing a total investment of US$200 million, CEOG is an optimised
combination of a solar park, a hydrogen long-term energy storage and a battery
(short-term energy storage) to produce 24/7 baseload power. It is the first time
that a renewable energy project supplies a grid through a capacity-based Power
Purchase Agreement, usually used for thermal power plants. This type of electricity
offtake contract guarantees the availability and stability of the electricity produced
by CEOG. This last characteristic is essential for powering isolated grids or reducing
congestion on large networks.

CEOG is currently being duplicated in about 20 countries such as Mexico,
Caribbean island nations, Southern Africa, Indonesia and Australia. Competitive
with diesel power plants, the Renewstable® power plant addresses a large power
generation market. HDF has already identified a pipeline of US$3 billion.

Newly created HDF Caribbean subsidiary based in Barbados, next to its strategic
regional partner Rubis Caribbean, already has several similar projects under
development in the region, including in Barbados. HDF Caribbean is currently
recruiting local high education profiles to foster existing development and initiate
new business opportunities.

Thibault MENAGE, VP Caribbean at HDF Energy said:
“The need for carbon-free locally sourced baseload power in the Caribbean is

tremendous. The Renewstable® solution proposes a competitive and bankable
alternative to heavy fuel oil/jet fuel power plants. Caribbean island nations have
ambitious Renewable Energy targets, good sun and wind resources but need energy
storage, and some are already looking at kick starting their green hydrogen
economies. HDF Caribbean have proven solutions and can finance them.”

ABOUT HDF ENERGY
HDF Energy is a global pioneer in hydrogen energy. HDF develops, finances

and operates multi-megawatts Hydrogen-Power plants. These plants provide
continuous or on-demand electricity from renewable energy sources (wind or solar),
combined with high power fuel cells supplied by HDF.

HDF has developed the worldâ€™s first mass production plant for high-power
fuel cells for energy, which will be commissioned in France in 2023. Through this

October 6, 2021

U.S. Embassy in Barbados
pauses routine
nonimmigrant visa services

The U.S. Embassy in Barbados has paused routine nonimmigrant visa services
effective Tuesday, October 12 due to COVID-19 local conditions.  While the
Embassy continues to provide emergency and mission-critical nonimmigrant visa
services, these appointments are extremely limited. Routine visa services will
resume as soon as possible but the Embassy is unable to provide a specific date
at this time.

If the U.S. Embassy is unable to honor an appointment, applicants will receive
an email providing instructions on how to reschedule their appointment for a
later date.

If a MRV fee was paid, it will remain valid until September 30, 2022.  MRV
fees are non-transferable. The U.S. Embassy cannot accept MRV fees from
outside our consular district.

The Embassy continues to process Interview Waiver (IW) and Renewal
Interview Waiver (RIW) cases. The eligibility of this program was recently
expanded, and applicants MAY now qualify to renew their visa by mail.  To find
the qualification to renew a visa by mail, please scroll to the additional RIW
information below which details all eligibility criteria.
Emergency Requests

If an applicant has an urgent matter and needs to travel immediately, please
follow the guidance provided at https://ais.usvisa-info.com/en-bb/niv, or call 246-
623-9832 or 246-623-9833 to request an emergency appointment for B1/B2, C1/
D, F, J, and M visa categories only.
Health and Safety

In order to protect the health and safety of personnel and the public, the U.S.
Embassy will follow strict social distancing practices in our facilities.  All applicants
must wear face masks at all times while visiting the Embassy.  Applicants must
also adhere to all local health protocols including any mandatory quarantine
requirements.  If an applicant is feeling ill or has reason to believe they have
been exposed to COVID-19 please do not visit the Embassy and instead contact
us at BridgetownNIV@state.gov to reschedule the appointment for a later date.
Please note that there are no exceptions for local mandatory quarantine
requirements - applicants will be turned away and not allowed entry into the
Embassy.

For the latest information regarding Presidential Proclamations and other visa
issues, please visit: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-
news.html
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BY: EARLE CLARKE  -  05|10|2021

“A great leader galvanizes his people into one massive,
successful team work effort during a crisis. He is seen
leading the effort, but at the completion of that effort, he
is at the rear, allowing all the others to accept the glory,
for it is not an I man thing, but an all of we thing. If that
Leader cannot combine the efforts of all of his people
during a crisis, his leadership mettle is porous and he should
be replaced pronto, because it is only in crises, that true
leadership qualities are displayed.”
- Kennedy Earle Clarke.

Dear reader, if the country has a leader who is always
thumping his chest and blowing his own trumpet, rather than
combining the whole country into one massive fighting TEAM
WORK EFFORT to combat that crisis, that leader is not worth
his salt, meaning that he is made of porous mettle and the country
and citizens cannot thrive or strive under his leadership. The
citizens and the country would only be marking time and not quick
marching unto success or prosperity. No real Leader thumps his
chest, hogging all the success of the country for himself alone.
Great Leaders involve all of the people in the development of the
country and give them the praise for their valiant efforts.

Governing a country should not be based on I MANISM, but
either ALL OF US-ISM or WE-ISM!! Our Federation today is
facing A SEVERE CRISIS, the likes of which it has never
witnessed before. The unity mirage Government is relatively new,
inexperienced, ill-prepared, incapable, to face such a NATIONAL
DISASTER and, instead of inviting everyone on board deck to
fight the disaster, it is placing a wedge between the citizens and
hiding their incapability’s with AVALANCHES OF LIES, in order
to make themselves to appear big, strong and capable.

The Minister of HEALTH is overwhelmed with the crisis. She
lacks the experience to face such a monstrous task and she will
soon end up burnt out and failing in her assignment as Minister of
Health, through no fault of hers, save that she is totally
inexperienced at this time for this crisis which needs more
experienced personnel and, who in the team unity mirage,
possesses that wealth of experience? When they won the 2015
General Elections, they were totally unprepared to run the
Federation and had to be offered A CRASH COURSE on how to
run the Government. But that CRASH COURSE never prepared
them to face a world-wide pandemic.

All of them are at a total loss as to what to do and where to
turn; they are mortally and shamefully afraid to invite the More
Experienced Opposition aboard to assist. But this is A CRISIS
and all hands are needed on deck. This is no time for fear, this is
no time for the Opposition to boast? This is no time to think how it
will look if the Opposition is invited on board!! ALL hands are
needed on deck to avoid a major catastrophe which could wipe
out our tiny insignificant population, SO HURRY, HURRY,
HURRY!! Time is running out! Time is against us! ALL hands
should be to the plough seeking solutions, putting heads together
as one people in a united (not the team unity mirage kind) effort,
to save our people who are affected regardless of political
affiliations.

This pandemic has come to teach us Lessons, the major one
of which is, “That we are all our Brother and Sister’s keeper and
that we have to reach out and touch in order to SAVE each other!
None of us is safe, until ALL OF US are safe and this does not
mean mass vaccination, for, if the fully vaccinated can still contract
and spread the virus, the population of infected persons will never
decrease. The world Leaders do not have a clue as to how to

LIES, LIES AND

fight this dreaded virus and,
instead of inviting all heads to
be put together to come up with
salvable solutions (solutions that
can assist in saving lives) they
are coming up with dreaded,
draconian, threatening forceful,
compelling measures which
threaten the livelihood of
Workers.

“Get vaccinated or lose your
job!!” This message is being
barked out to the same people
(the voters) who provided them
with the job they now hold. If
A National Crisis arises, don’t
come down hard on those
people who provided you with
the job, come down off your
high horse and talk to them,
reason with them, encourage
them to provide solutions in the
interest of all and the country.
Don’t just stay in your Office
and like the MASSAS   of
slavery days, issuing threats and
commands to the slaves -
“VACCINATE OR LOSE
YOUR JOB,” engage the
people in conversation. This is
AN ALL OF US CRISIS, let
us fight it together! Together we
aspire, together we achieve!”
This National Motto of Trinidad
and Tobago, promotes harmony
in diversity and national
achievement. Let all the
Islands, Countries and Nations
across the Globe use it to inspire
both Leaders and Citizens in the
fight against this Covid 19 virus
and conquer and overcome it!!

Our Leader here in the
Federation needs to copy this

Trinidad and Tobago  National Motto and use it to inspire his
inexperienced team to bring all on board to help in the fight against
this National Crisis which is threatening to wipe out our tiny
population of 50,000 (fifty thousand), a figure which is wiped out
daily in larger countries. Our Leader needs to cease bombarding
us with avalanches (a mass of snow, rocks, ice, falling rapidly
down a mountain side) of LIES, LIES. LIES!! Come clean with
us Mr. Prime Minister, we are not dotish (foolish or weak) people.
A lot of us were not fortunate to attend upscale Universities like
you and Sister Sylvine Henry, but we have attended the university
of hard knocks and dry falls!!

This university has equipped us with survival sense and common
sense. Despite our thorough education at this university, certain
living conditions force us to be fooled sometimes, but not all the
time. We do wake up refreshed, alert to what is really taking
place around us and completely rejuvenated, just waiting for you
to come again, the next time around!! In 2020, you went into the
Moravian Church at Mansion and boasted that you have invested
U.S.C.$800,000.00 (eight hundred thousand US dollars) in
vaccines for the Federation and up until now, we haven’t seen
one jab of those vaccines. To big up yourself, further, you posted
it on Face Book. When the citizens began asking questions, you
hauled down that Posting.

When we were experiencing minor effects of the virus (one
or two) cases, every day you boasted about your good governance
is what has St. Kitts-Nevis being the envy of the world. The
Federation is now riddled with thousands of cases and your good
governance has been exposed as just pure, empty mouthing.
Granny used to say, when your neighbour’s house is on fire, begin
to wet yours. Now, Mr. Prime Minister, if the virus is in Antigua
and St. Maarten which are only 40 miles to the East and North of
us, didn’t you realize that it was only a matter of time before we
will become infected and affected too, so why the thumping of
the chest and the boasting? During your PRESS CONFERENCE
of Tuesday 28th September, you boasted that your government
has provided the most jobs in the history of St. Kitts-Nevis.

I ask, “What major project has your government, since 2015,
introduced into the Federation to provide those jobs?” Another
vain, empty, nonsensical boast!! When are you going to stop with
your “B.S,” eh? Everybody is not Sister Sylvine?  “The University
of Hard Knocks” has educated us well. It has opened our eyes to
the myriad (multitude) of LIES you rain down upon us, regularly!!!!
UNTIL NEXT TIME!!!

AVALANCHES OF
LIES!
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By: FAIR SHARE FOR ALL

 - INSIDE SCOOPS -

By Vigilante

FAIR SHARE FOR ALL

SCOOPS

On Tuesday a young Black man was
buried.  A young Black man who had been
shot down while $31,000,000.00 is being
paid out to young Black men and women
to keep the peace.  He wasn’t shot down
when the war was on.  Ironically, he was
shot down while the peace is on.

But when we consider that since peace
money paying fewer than ten illegal
firearms have been removed from our
streets, it’s little wonder that young Black
men are still being gunned down in spite
of this major financial intervention.  In
fact, the streets are saying that better guns
are being bought with the peace money.  So
if this is true, then the whole purpose of
the peace is being defeated.

As per usual, someone was arrested for
this latest murder and as per usual, that
person was released.  That means the
streets  continue to protect the murderers,
just like before we were paying for peace.
And while no system is perfect, twelve
murders for $31,000,000.00 with two
charges and no convictions as yet, is a tad
bit too much.

In some countries the peace keepers
are heavily armed.  Maybe that is what Mr
Saunders and Timothy are going for here.
Maybe that is why there is little sustained
effort to remove all illegal firearms from
the streets because these deadly weapons
are needed to keep the peace intact.

I understand that the day after the
funeral, police raided some homes in
Newtown looking for guns and
ammunition.  Of course they found
neither.  Why am I not surprised?  Instead,
they found some marijuana plants which
were uprooted and confiscated.  I
understand that when the young men
protested that they could legally grow five
marijuana plants on their property, the
police told them that they knew of no such
law.

Everybody knows that the raid was just
a scatterflam.  A carefully orchestrated
scatterflam because no murders are
supposed to be happening.  That is why
those who oversaw the peace programme
were the ones carrying out the raid.  And
while no one can deny that the numbers
have decreased, no one expected the
federation to record twelve murders in nine
months.  Obviously, millions upon millions
of dollars are not enough to guarantee

peace.
So while the authorities might now be

forced to be cautious with their boasts
about the success of the peace
programme, they are not so with the CPL.
But what they will not admit is that while
our limited human and financial
resources were all focused on ensuring
the success of the CPL, little or no
attention was being placed on controlling
the spread of the virus outside of the CPL
bubble.

It was during the CPL that the community
spread was gathering momentum but so were
the Patriots.  At the start of CPL three persons
had died from the virus and there were just
over one hundred active cases.  And even
though by the end of CPL the death toll had
more than trebled to ten and there were over
seven hundred active cases, the Patriots had
won.  So, hosting the CPL was well worth
ignoring what was happening with the Virus.

Since CPL, some key people have taken a
break.  Especially in the health sector.  It seems
as if they had been given the green light to
travel, but only after the CPL.  The Medical
Chief of Staff was the first to travel.  Now it’s
the turn of the CMO.  I can only deduce that
the end goal had been achieved.  No one had
caught the virus at the CPL.

With CPL over, it seems as if the attention
of the deputy has been redirected to
commissioning the second phase of the traffic
lights.  It must mean that an agreement has been
reached and the road works at Bird Rock can
be completed.  The sidewalks that Patches used
to boast about will be replaced by sidewalks
that Shawn will now boast about.  And like
how they never were the best of buddies, we,
the residents, can be prepared for a lot of
boasting.

Right now, the award-winning Task Force
doesn’t have too much to boast about.  Even
though we have one of the highest vaccinated
populations in the OECS, the community
spread seems to have overwhelmed an
unprepared health system.

Very deliberately, the health minister is
keeping  away from the doctored dashboard.
Timothy has gone away.  I haven’t heard the
word “surplus” in a while.  Perhaps when he
comes back, we’ll find out what goodies he
brought back and I might hear the word
“surplus” again.  We might also hear of the
plan to move the country forward.
So, in the meantime, I wait.

GUNS, CPL AND
COMMUNITY SPREAD

* Dey say dat de frilly mout deputy willfully
call Mable other half name because everybody know
dat she ain’t able and Humpty Dumpty woulda never
call on her to answer no crestion.
* De frilly mout deputy know dat Humpty
Dumpty does be begging de man for money so is
no way he woulda go gainst him.  And he know dat
de man have a big family so is no way he was going
gainst him either.
* De frilly mout deputy did just waiting to see
how ungrateful Humpty Dumpty be because all when
dey use to be plotting gainst De Boss is upstairs in
de man place all a dem use to be.
* Frilly say dat Humpty Dumpty carn do him
nutten.  He carn hold no candle a correction to him
because de two a dem trying to see who could mek
de most money from de government and Humpty
Dumpty like dem underage.
* Dey say is not just de virus get way from de
lady.  De hospital in a mess and garbage not
collecting for weeks all over de country.
* Humpty Dumpty send somebody to talk to
de gold chain man because he say dat is too much
a people a buse him.  He send ask de gold chain
man what he want.  But de messenger ain’t come
back wid no answer yet.
* Humpty Dumpty tell somebody dat is off de
mark a man who tell de gold chain man to say what
he say.  But Humpty Dumpty say dat he don’t care
where off de mark a man be when big speech to
mek.  He mekking he speech dem for heself.
* When Humpty Dumpty see dat de lady
speech gone viral and nobody even know what he
say in he one, he send call he speech writer who
did on de boat wid him and threaten to tek way he
big wuk.
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Newcastle United takeover:
How did it happen? What is
the vision? What about Steve
Bruce?
By Alistair Magowan
BBC Sport -From the sectionNewcastle

Newcastle are 19th in the Premier League with three
points - via three draws - from seven games

If you see #cans trending on social media in the next 48
hours, it is Newcastle United fans who will be responsible.

The hashtag is a reflection of their joy, and getting the beer
cans in, as a £300m Saudi Arabian-backed takeover bid has
finally reached a conclusion.

The fact it has now happened after 18 months is a complete
shock, too. Last week supporters were celebrating when they
learned of a January arbitration date.

Now one of the most complicated takeovers in the league’s
history is over, fans can dream of a brighter future. It will be a
future without owner Mike Ashley and one in which the club can
compete with Europe’s biggest teams thanks to the billions the
Saudi Public Investment Fund (PIF) can provide.

There are many issues still to resolve, however. How will Saudi
Arabia’s human rights record reflect on the club? Will the Premier
League explain how it came to a resolution with the consortium?
How much money will Newcastle have to spend? And what of
manager Steve Bruce?

For a fanbase and club which has lurched from one drama to
another in the past two years, at least there is now a blank page.

How did the takeover happen?
No-one was expecting the takeover to be completed this week.
The best anyone could have hoped for was January 2022, when

arbitration between the consortium, led by financier Amanda
Staveley, was scheduled in an attempt to settle a row with the
Premier League about who would have control at the club.

The Saudi state has been accused of human rights abuses and
was recently embroiled in a copyright row, which would have
made it tricky for the takeover to go through based on the Premier
League’s owners’ and directors’ test.

So what the consortium needed to do was prove that the
Kingdom’s PIF, which would provide 80% of the money for the
takeover, was separate to the state. Difficult, perhaps, when the
ruling leader Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman is also listed
as PIF’s chair.

Newcastle’s 14 years of lost hope under Ashley
But with legal assurances provided, that has happened. It is

understood there will be consequences if those agreements are
broken. The consortium can also demonstrate how PIF already
invests in companies, including the McLaren F1 team, without
state control.

The precursor to news of the takeover going through on
Wednesday was Qatar broadcaster beIN Sports saying it had
resolved its dispute about Premier League football matches being
broadcast illegally in Saudi Arabia.

By proving there is separation between the Saudi state and
PIF that issue becomes immaterial. But after claims that beIN
had pressured the Premier League into blocking the takeover, the
timing was interesting nonetheless.

How have fans reacted?
Newcastle have had an average attendance of 48,366 at their

three Premier League games this season
There is no doubt the vast majority of fans are celebrating the

Saudi Arabian-led takeover, no matter the potential distractions

that come with it.
A Newcastle United Supporters’ Trust (NUST) survey said

this week that 93.8% of its members were in favour, down from
97% last year, and owner Ashley is told to “get out of our club” at
nearly every match.

The situation has become toxic this season. Newcastle are
winless, second bottom in the Premier League and the same fans’
survey said 94% want Bruce to leave “in the best interests of the
club”.

The takeover, they hope, will wash away their pain. PIF’s assets
of £250bn dwarfs the wealth of Manchester City’s Abu Dhabi
owners and Paris St-Germain’s Qatari owners, and can conjure
up images of signing the likes of French World Cup winner Kylian
Mbappe or recruiting Antonio Conte as a replacement for Bruce.

“Fans are absolutely delighted that the disastrous 14-year reign
of Ashley is almost over,” says Greg Tomlinson of NUST. “They
are looking forward to having hope and belief in their football club
for the first time in many years.

“We don’t demand that the club is winning trophies next season.
We just want growth and a football club that gets better. Fans
have been beaten into the ground.”

How will Newcastle manage human rights concerns?
Despite the Premier League’s insistence that PIF is separate

from the Saudi state, human rights organisations and campaigners
still believe the connection is clear.

Amnesty International has urged the Premier League to change
its owners’ and directors’ test “to address human rights issues”.

Its UK chief executive Sacha Deshmukh said: “Ever since
this deal was first talked about we said it represented a clear
attempt by the Saudi authorities to sportswash their appalling
human rights record with the glamour of top-flight football.

“Saudi ownership of St James’ Park was always as much about
image management for Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
and his government as it was about football.”

Other campaigners have told the BBC that the issue will not
go away, even though the takeover is complete.

Lina al-Hathloul, whose sister Loujain was held in prison for
protesting about women’s right to drive, says protests could occur
at St James’ Park, which would “embarrass” Saudi Arabia.

Tomlinson says: “Clubs are bought and sold at the highest level
by billionaires and sovereign states, and we have not had a say in
that. But as a supporters’ organisation we will always support
inclusion and be against discrimination and abuse of human rights.

“We will use our influence to effect change where we can.”
Managing the public relations of a Saudi Arabian-backed

takeover will be a key item in the consortium’s in-tray, and will
likely continue long after the deal is completed.

But the country has already shown its capacity to handle those
issues when hosting fights for British heavyweight Anthony Joshua,
the Spanish Super Cup and an F1 grand prix set for 2023.

Newcastle United takeover: Mike Ashley’s turbulent 14
years
What vision do the new owners have?

Backed by the wealth of PIF, the consortium is also made up
of Staveley’s PCP Capital Partners and British property investors
the Reuben Brothers, who are also billionaires, so there is no
shortage of money.

Staveley, who is from Yorkshire, has spoken in the past of her
admiration for Manchester City, having been involved in the Abu
Dhabi takeover 13 years ago. But she has also previously urged

caution about lavish spending,
preferring to highlight how
City’s owners have invested in
the city of Manchester.

So there is hope from locals
that the Newcastle owners
follow a similar template.

From a club perspective,
one of the first items on the 48-
year-old’s agenda will be
overhauling the structure of the
club and improving its
communications with
supporters.

Ashley is rarely heard from,
and any communication from
senior figures often comes in
the form of statements from
managing director Lee
Charnley, who is Bruce’s go-to
man when it comes to transfers.

But there is no chief
executive tasked with running
the club, there is no director of
football and Bruce is the public
figure who has to face weekly
questions about everything
from legal cases to lack of
funds for players, which led to
huge frustration in the summer.

What now for Bruce?
Steve Bruce has won 29 of

his 96 games as Newcastle
manager, and averages 1.17
points per match

Bruce, a Newcastle fan
himself, says he “only wants
what’s best for the club, and if
that means a takeover, then
great”.

But with the new owners
seeking to establish a bond with
supporters, the 60-year-old’s
position will be under serious
threat. Without any ability to
sign players until January, a
new big-name manager would
signify their intent.

Staveley praised former
Newcastle boss Rafael Benitez
when she first made her move
for the club in 2018. But the
Spaniard has made a fine start
with Everton this season. Other
fans have said they would like
former Juventus, Italy and
Chelsea manager Conte, who
is available.

Other managers on the
market include former Chelsea
boss Frank Lampard and
former Sheffield United
manager Chris Wilder. Current
coach Graeme Jones could also
work as an interim
replacement.

After a poor start to the
Premier League season, the
most important objective will be
maintaining the club’s top-flight
status.

But for a lot of fans the
future suddenly looks brighter.

St James’ Park


