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Maintaining
The Forward
Momentum

Last week, from an historical perspective, we did a
very briefly recap of the workers’ struggles which have
been the lot of mankind all through the ages.

Looking at some aspects of the American experience,
we showed how tough those struggles have always been,
and of the grave dangers faced by workers whenever they
have sought to exert their collective strengths and
bargaining powers. In numerous instances the re-actions
of employers resulted in the deaths and serious injuries
of many protesting workers.

Yet, in the face of such dangers, workers always found
the inner strength to carry on the fight for improved terms
and conditions of their employment.

It is our intention, and our hope, that knowledge of
the historical struggles will always serve as
encouragement for our members, and all other workers
in our beloved St Kitts and Nevis, to maintain and
exercise their determined efforts to advance their just
causes, especially when living under a regime that favours
employers.

But there have been many instances in which the
actions of union leaders and officials have brought the
movement into disrepute.

In The USA the abuse of union funds by the late Jimmy Hoffa
provoked the anger of members, and led to actions by the late
Senator Robert Kennedy (later US Attorney General under his
brother, President Jack Kennedy) to investigate and jail Mr Hoffa.

There was also the case in The UK where a former General
Secretary of The Trade Union Congress most egregiously
abused their funds to support his excessively lavish life style.

Whenever those excesses took place they setback the cause

of the workers and their movement. As is only
to be expected, at such times employers and
members of the general public always pounce
on the criminal actions to berate the trade
union movement.

Recovering from such setbacks is always
increases the general difficulties of maintaining
the momentum and advancing the movement
and our cause.

In The United States The GOP onslaught,
from the time of President Reagan, has
weakened trade unionism. (Remember the
case of the Air Traffic Controllers who went
on strike to protest low wages and
unreasonably long working hours. Mr Reagan
abolished their union, PATCO.)

President Joseph Biden and his
administration are trying, really hard, to keep
his promises to assist the trade union
movement with regaining its strength. In the
vast majority of cases the progress is
commendable, but the fight is a very tough
one.

Such are the difficulties whenever the
movement has to try to recoup lost ground.

Here in St Kitts and Nevis our trade union
movement has a record of which we can and
aught to be justly proud.

As our guest speaker pointed out at Sunday’s
Annual Convention the history of The St Kitts and
Nevis Trades and Labour Union is one which,
amongst other things, aught to inspire us to continue
the struggle. Indeed, we should never tire in doing
good.

We understand that large numbers of our
membership are terrified at the prospect of losing
their jobs because some employers are fiercely
anti-union and are constantly looking for any
excuse to fire them.

That makes them afraid to participate in union
activities, but we urge them to be not afraid. There
are in force laws designed to protect all workers
from unfair or unjustified dismissal or other form
of punishment.

We urge one and all to stand firm with their
union. Alone you are weak and vulnerable,
whereas there is strength in togetherness.

The Labour Spokesman commends our
officials for bringing off another successful
convention, and we call on all members, as well
as all those persons desirous of joining up, to
maintain strong hearts. The struggle is a tough but
very rewarding one.

Let us all commit ourselves to maintaining the
forward momentum of our historic trade union
movement.
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By: Spokesman Newsroom (Press Release)
BASSETERRE, ST.KITTS (Wednesday 3rd November,

2021)- Under the theme: ‘It’s Your Union Too: Workers Unite,
Stand Up For Your Rights’, the St.Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour
Union (SKNT&LU), successfully hosted its 82nd annual
conference on Sunday 31st October 2021, at SWMC Conference
Room located at Taylor’s Range in Basseterre.

Among those in attendance were workers, members of
workplace management and representatives of the diplomatic
corps.

Fraternal greetings-via videos presentations and written
correspondences collectively-were delivered by Director of the
ILO (International Labour Organization) Decent Work Team and
Office for the Caribbean Dennis Zulu, President of the St.Vincent
and Grenadines Public Service Union (STVG-PSU)- Phillip Bailey,
Opposition Leader of the St.Kitts and Nevis Labour Party and
former Prime Minister Dr. Denzil L. Douglas, Immediate Past
General Secretary and Assistant General Secretary Asokore
Beckles and Head of the Department for Labour Studies at the
Cipriani College of Labour and Cooperative Studies (CCLCS)
Ian Daniel.

Guest speaker Mr. Samal Duggins founder and Chief Executive
Officer of Montraville Farms, a well-known farmer  spoke about
his vision for the agriculture sector and said trade unions can be
vital actors in this regard.

“Yes! I believe, that the agricultural sector stands ready, to
channel the next wave of young and technologically savvy
Kittitians and Nevisians, who will create modern, efficient and
viable farming processes. The agricultural sector is ready, for
farmers who will properly marry both economic and environmental
sustainability,” he stated.

According to Duggins: “This move towards technology and
sustainability, can only result in wider engagement and the
expansion of membership, particularly, as it relates to women and
youth. With that said, I believe, that this sector is ‘ripe for the
picking’...pun intended. In this regard, trade unions can and will
serve as vital actors, particularly because of your experience in

managing and addressing
industrial change and your
overall commitment to ending
hunger and poverty.”

He urged the St.Kitts-Nevis
Trades and Labour Union, to
prepare itself as a body “by
taking a leading and proactive
role, in carving out sustainable
development strategies and
influencing national, regional
and even international policies.”

Following the day’s public
session was the election of a
new executive body.

The six SKNT&LU

Workers’ Union
Hosts Successful
Conference Featuring
Food Security
Highlight, Election of
New Executive
Committee

officers are: President- Sydney Bridgewater, First Vice President-
. Micheleina Charles Hazelle, Second Vice President James
Pemberton, General Secretary Precious Mills, Assistant Secretary-
Curtis Francis and Treasurer- Tanessa Caines Charles.

Floor members are: George Dixon, Eva Henderson, Sean Kelly,
Julian Morton, Oscar Mills, Stanley Franks Jr., Mitchel Slader,
Nadine Natta and Charlotte Salters.

Sponsors and contributors include Builders Paradise, Carib
Brewery (St.Kitts-Nevis) Ltd., Harowe Servo Controls (St.Kitts)
Ltd., Lennox Warner and Associates Building Contractors.

Gratitude is also extended to the Development Bank of St.Kitts
and Nevis as well as Best For Less for the longstanding support
over the years.

Front Page Photo: Members of the St.Kitts-Nevis
Trades and Labour Union executive committee

Section of the audience highlights (Spokesman Snaps)



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 05TH, 20214 -  LOCAL NEWS -

Drew Says SKNLP Has
Democracy Not Animosity
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 4th November 2021)- Chairman of
the St.Kitts-Nevis Labour Party (SKNLP) Dr. Terrance Drew, who is one of the
three party leader nominees for the upcoming party’s electoral conference, has
highlighted that the party has no animosity in its leadership race but is rather about
democracy in its bid to lead the government after the next general election.

“It is not a race of animosity. We are brothers, we are comrades, and we are
presenting our platform to our delegates, and they are the ones who would decide
who they see most fit to be the leader of the party and hence, the leader of the
country.”

Dr.Drew made the disclosure while making an appearance on Freedom FM’s
‘Issues’ programme aired live on Wednesday 3rd November 2021, in reference to
his fellow leadership nominees Parliamentary Representative for Constituency One
Dr. Geoffrey Hanley and caretaker for Constituency Three Konris Maynard.

As indicated by him, at the annual conference slated for 28th November, fifty
(50) delegates from each constituency will partake in the voting which is “part and
parcel of the party democratic process in determining who will be the next
leader. . . ” •

“So those out there who are thinking the party has these deep rooted issues that
are fracturing the party, I want to tell them no. This is a party that is going to make
90 years in January 2022. It is possibly the oldest party in the Caribbean. I am
researching some more to see when the parties in Cuba would have started, and
not only is the party that old, the party has been very successful politically which
means the foundation principles on which the party was founded that these principles
are what hold the party together and outside of that what makes the party such a
successful political organization, and 90 years and growing strong...”• he outlined.

Party Chairman Dr. Drew is of the view that “This is speaking very good of the
party that after so many years, the party can look within its ranks and find people
who are worthy to be leaders of the party and leaders of the country.”

“That speaks well of the party and so I’m very proud  of what the party
represents and after 90 years, it is still the most popular party in St.Kitts and Nevis,
and from my own perspective, the party’s foundational principles offer the best
option for the people of St.Kitts and Nevis from a political standpoint, and that is
why this party must be around for its people, should be kept around  our people ,
should continue to grow  and mature and allow these principles to become more
perfected so that we can have a better democracy  not just within the party but a
more complete democracy  even in the country itself because  the St.Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party  is the party that has really established democracy in St.Kitts and
Nevis; nobody can deny that,” he added.

In relation to the current SKNLP leader and opposition leader, Dr. Denzil L.
Douglas (Parliamentary Representative for Constituency Six), Dr. Drew described
him as his “mentor” and “friend” whom he has had the opportunity to observe and
learn from.

“I really don’t want anyone to think there’s any animosity between the comrade
leader and myself; none whatsoever. There’s no animosity between us and so
people must understand that. And so I with him, had the opportunity to sit with
leaders of countries, to sit with organisations in commerce and business and so
forth, to sit with who are considered the top of the top in this world and I have had
the opportunity to watch him and learn from him how he operates at these levels
because one of the things I recognise is that Dr. Douglas has different levels to

him; one where he’s on
the platform and one for
the leader of the country.”

Dr. Drew added: “I
was able to observe him
in all these different
spheres and to see what
is done in each of these
phase, and this tells me
this a tremendous amount
of experience,

competence and know-how and what I call political
intuition, he has that. I think he was born with that but
not only have I observed it but have the exposure to it
and that has molded me tremendously.”

Dr. Drew, who is a medical doctor, credited his
relationship with Dr. Douglas for empowering him to
travel to Germany in 2021 alone after his (Dr. Drew’s)
team would have organized the business trip in the
area of health in the interest of St.Kitts and Nevis.
Photo: Dr. Terrance Drew

CONSERVE
WATER
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Young Farming
Businessman Shares
Future Outlook On
Agriculture Sector
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Friday November 2021)-Well-
known young farming businessman Samal Duggins is of the view
that here in St.Kitts-Nevis “the agricultural sector stands ready to
channel the next wave of young and technologically savvy
Kittitians and Nevisians, who will create modern, efficient and
viable farming processes.”

Duggins, who is the founder and Chief Executive Officer of a
family-owned business Montraville Farms, was the guest speaker
at the 82nd annual conference of the St.Kitts-Nevis Trades and
Labour Union held on Sunday 31st October 2021.

“To the SKN Trades and Labour Union, I urge you as a body,
to prepare yourselves by taking a leading and proactive role, in
carving out sustainable development strategies and influencing
national, regional and even international policies,” he advised.

Montraville Farms is described to be a budding business which
employs cutting edge, high quality, efficient food technology and
production with a view to sustainability producing the freshest
fruits and vegetables and training aspiring farmers in those methods.

According to Duggins: “Yes! While the focus has traditionally
been job security and issues within the workplace, technology has
brought about a change in dynamics. Today, the construct of the
workplace is different-but not without its own challenges! Standing
here as a proud farmer and agitator for food security,
agrotechnology and environmental sustainability I could not leave
this sacred hall without highlighting the importance of broadening
your focus, to include, sustainability, technology and the
environment,” he stated.

He pointed out that “Well over a decade ago, our people left
cultivation of the land for greener pastures in the service sector.
However, due to the effects of climate change, the challenges
related to food security and the rise of organic based diets, I
unapologetically make the bold prediction that - they will be back!
Agriculture, will be the way of the future!”

Duggins continued: “Yes! I believe, that the agricultural sector
stands ready to channel the next wave of young and
technologically savvy Kittitians and Nevisians, who will create
modern, efficient and viable farming processes. The agricultural
sector is ready, for farmers who will properly marry both economic
and environmental sustainability. This move towards technology
and sustainability, can only result in wider engagement and the
expansion of membership, particularly, as it relates to women and
youth.”

“With that said, I believe, that this sector is ‘ripe for the
picking...” pun intended. In this regard, trade unions can and will
serve as vital actors, particularly because of your experience in
managing and addressing industrial change and your overall
commitment to ending hunger and poverty,” he added.

The young farmer said expressed his firm belief in the
significance and relevance of the union.

“I am firmly of the belief that the fight to preserve and revitalize
the labour union is one that we as a people cannot afford to lose
as the stakes are too high. Surely, the whole vision of those who
founded our union and eventually founded the SKN Labour Party
was continuity. Therefore, we must continue to build on that! Build
on that in the way we shape our country’s policies, build on that in
the way we develop our movement, build on that in the way that
we inspire people to come together for a better, equitable and
more just society.”

“These things are not dreams!  These things are practical
realities that we can achieve if we wholeheartedly embrace this
year’s theme, where every man, woman and child understands

that this is your Union too and
that it is imperative that we all
unite and stand up for the rights
of every working individual,”•
Duggins said.

Front Page Photo: Guest Speaker Samal Duggins while
delivering his address at the 82nd annual conference of
the St.Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour Union
(Spokesman Snap)

President of the St.Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour Union Sydney Bridgewater (right) and Guest Speaker
Samal Duggins, founder and Chief Executive Officer of Montraville Farms pose for a photo (Spokesman
Snap)
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Who Departed This Life
on 03rd November 2015

WOMAN CHARGED FOR POSSESSION
OF FIREARM, AMMUNITION

Basseterre, St. Kitts, October 27, 2021 (RSCNPF): The Police have charged 29-year-old
Sylaine Phipps of Boyds Village for the offences of Possession of Firearm and Possession of
Ammunition.

During a security check at the entrance of a night spot in Basseterre on October 22, 2021, a
Beretta PX4 Storm Pistol and several rounds of 9mm ammunition were found in Phippsâ•™s bag.
She was subsequently taken into Police custody along with another individual. She was charged on
October 26, 2021, and has been remanded to Her Majesty’s Prison.

 AUTOPSIES PERFORMED
ON THE BODIES OF

SHAHEEM FARRELL AND
XAVIA HOWELL

Basseterre, St. Kitts, October 29, 2021 (RSCNPF):
Autopsies have been performed on the bodies of 21-year-old
Shaheem Farrell of Church Ground and 23-year-old Xavia Howell
of Braziers Estate. The autopsies were conducted by Resident
Pathologist, Dr. Adrian Nunez, on October 28, 2021.

Dr. NuÃ±ez concluded that Farrell’s death was caused by
hypovolemic shock as result of a single gunshot wound to the
neck and that Howell’s death was caused by severe head injury
as result of a single gunshot wound to the head.

Investigations into the matter are ongoing.

50% OFF ALL ANIMAL
FEED AT DEPT OF
AGRICULTURE TO
ASSIST FARMERS

(Basseterre, St. Kitts, November 4, 2021):
Effective Thursday November 4 2021, all animal feed at the

Department of Agriculture will be available to farmers at half
price.

This was confirmed by Permanent Secretary in the Ministry
of Agriculture, Mr. Ron Dublin Collins who made the
announcement on Thursday morning.

He said the 50% discount has been introduced to help farmers
currently experiencing challenges from the recent shortage of
animal feed that is crippling sectors across the region.

Permanent Secretary Collins along with other senior officials
in the Ministry recently met with poultry and livestock farmers in
efforts to provide further support to these farmers.

The consultations were held to provide alternative
arrangements to source feed, given the delays in shipment caused
by the reroute of vessels hampered by the current supply chain
disruptions.

The 50% reduced rate on animal feed is set to run until
December 31st 2021.

Sanitize / Wear Your Mask
Wash Your Hands
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Sanitize /
Wear Your Mask
Wash Your Hands

Court To
Stanley
Knight: Do
Not Commit
Any Other
Offences
By: Spokesman Newsroom

Basseterre, St. Kitts, November 03,
2021, (RSCNPF): Jailed public figure 57-year-
old Stanley Knight of Dorset Village, found guilty
of indecent assault, was warned by the court
not to commit any other offences at his recent
sentencing.

Information coming from the police public
relations department indicates that on October
29, 2021, Knight was given a suspended
sentence of two years imprisonment.

“He must not commit any offences during
the next two years starting from October 29,
2021, or the two (2) years of imprisonment will
be served, with one-third given off for good
behavior. He is also to pay compensation of
$10,000 through the court in three (3) months.
Failure to pay in the time given would result in
him serving six (6) months in prison. No time
will be given off the six (6) months,” part of the
police statement read.

On Monday 27th September 2021,Knight,
an immediate  past Permanent in the Ministry
of Sports, Youth and Culture  was found guilty
of the offence of Indecent Assault by a majority
verdict of 10-2 for the offence which was
committed on October 31, 2018.

MAN CHARGED FOR
INDECENT ASSAULT

Basseterre, St. Kitts, November 02, 2021
(RSCNPF): The Police have charged a man from
District ‘A’ for two counts of Indecent Assault. He
was charged on October 27, 2021.

The offences were committed in May 2019. He
received bail on October 29, 2021, in the sum of $30,000
with two sureties. As part of his bail conditions, he
was ordered to surrender all travel documents, to not
contact the virtual complainant/witnesses, to report to
the nearest Police Station weekly, and to give notice
of seventy-two (72) hours before leaving his residence.Stanley Knight (Police Provided Photo)

CHARGES LAID
FOR ITEMS

SMUGGLED INTO
PRISON

Basseterre, St. Kitts, November 02,
2021 (RSCNPF): The Police have charged 27-
year-old Cheslyn Hutton of Cotton Ground for
the offences of Conveying Contraband into the
Prison and Conveying Tobacco into the Prison.
He received those charges on October 27,
2021. Hutton was also charged for the offences
of Possession of Cannabis and Possession of
Cannabis with Intent to Supply. Those charges
were laid on October 29, 2021.

All of the offences were committed on
October 25, 2021. He has been remanded to
Her Majesty’s Prison.
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Anthony Johnson Gets
Flowers For Being “so
many things to so many
different people”
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 4th November 2021)-Well known
public figure, 54-year old attorney-at-law and former President of the St.Kitts-
Nevis Football Association (SKNFA)

Anthony Lesroy Johnson was laid to rest following a ceremony which featured
what appeared to be a marathon of sentiments shared in the presence of scores of
individuals from all walks of life who gathered at the Warner Park Football Stadium
on Tuesday 2nd November 2021 for the funeral service.

His son Shabazz Johnson, in delivering the eulogy, expressed “I’m still trying to
figure out how he was so many things to so many different people. Everywhere I
go, I’m now bombarded with persons reminiscing on the kind acts experienced
through his hands...”

A highlight of the service was a song tribute done by well-known entertainer
Maurice ‘EK’ Flanders of Real Right Entertainment with a rendition of the tune
‘People Like You’, originally done by reggae artiste Gramps Morgan. Many people
found the song to be a fitting in saluting the type of person Johnson was.

“I’ve heard up there the streets are
made of gold, And when you get there,
there’s a hand to hold, I believe when
your days down here are through,
There’s a place up there for people like
you,” are the lyrics of the chorus.

Shabazz told that his father was
“born into humble circumstances” on
the 12th March 1967 to mother Suzanna
Agatha Johnson who became famous
for her homemade tamarind jam, sugar
cake and other treats which were a hot
sell in her local Newtown community.
His father Cedric Edmond Johnson was
a linesman at the sugar factory and a
part-time butler, who succumbed to
sudden ill in 1979.”

“Perhaps it was this humble
beginning that manifested into his desire
to remain humble while achieving great
things. He would often recount some of
his life lessons fed to him by his
extremely supportive mother. For
instance: ‘Don’t grudge nobody for dey
tings - cause you don’t know how dey
get it.’ Despite his humility, he was firm
in his beliefs,” he stated.

He talked about his father’s twenty-
five (25) year legal career which
spanned the borders of Tortola, BVI to
St.Kitts-Nevis and even to Montserrat.

“The pinnacle of his legal career saw
him pool together a formidable force in
the firm of Johnson and Associates, and
while he wasn’t physically with us
yesterday to celebrate the highly
anticipated fifth anniversary, his core
values of honesty and integrity will
remain with each and every member of
the firm,” he noted.

According to Shabazz who is also a
lawyer, his father â•œtook on the role
of boss as if though we were all his
children, standing by to celebrate every
birthday, every anniversary, every
childbirth, every wedding. In fact, while
many males shy away from their

responsibility as fathers, my father
embraced his with reverence. This is a
well-known fact. Despite the hard shell
of male egos that tend to complicate
relationships at times, our mutual love
was never in question. The sacrifices
associated with my own personal
development will always be
remembered.”

He continued: “While he was a
father to me, he was a father figure to
countless others, a friend, a mentor, a
sponsor. I’m still trying to figure out how
he was so many things to so many
different people. Everywhere I go, I’m
now bombarded with persons
reminiscing on the kind acts experienced
through his hands, whether it be the
fellows who met me the other day and
said ‘Boy, you farda is who buy us we
set ah bikes enuh’. They could even
remember the brand new box that they
came in, and any male would remember
that was a particularly touching event
for them as a child craving such a gift.”

Attorneys, footballers, fete goers,
vendors, performers and politicians were
included on the list of those whose lives
his father touched.

“Whether it’s the senior attorneys
who would recall the support and advice
given during their time as juniors right
up to their seniority or the formal steps
taken to first  or even second their bar
call. Whether it be the footballers, the
referees and other members of the
football fraternity who he became
bonded to through a mutual passion for
the sport whether it be the aspiring or
seasoned politicians whose success
could be attributed to his mentorship,
orchestration and influence. Whether it
be the fete goers, the vendors, the
performers that were able to smile at
the end of an Inception Fete or a
Breaking Dawn event, whether it be the
persons who experienced his heartiest
laughter or a simple greeting in passing,
he was never afraid to sacrifice.”

Shabazz shared: “I must admit it was
often difficult at times to support all of
his various ambitions knowing that it
came with a direct cost to his personal
health. It was never easy witnessing
firsthand the detrimental effects of many
missed meals as a result  of a busy
schedule  but at the end of it, it’s as
though servitude to others is what made
him happy; it’s what he lived for.”

He continued: “He strived to help
everyone but found it sometimes difficult
to help himself. He clearly had a goal to
reach to the top but on his way up, he
never left out anyone; forever down to
earth. He led by example through his
tireless work ethic, through his
unshakeable integrity, through his deep
faith in God and his intense love for
family and friends. It’s no wonder then
that my father had no shortage of people
who loved and truly cared for him. It’s
a telling testament of his character.”

Shabazz recalled their conversation

Son of the late (live streaming screenshot from Facebook InceptionFete) (cont’d on next page)

A look at the scene of the funeral service held at Warner Park Football Stadium for the late Anthony Lesroy Johnson (live streaming
screenshot from Facebook InceptionFete)

-  NEWS -
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“on the day before his passing where
his spirit was such that one would have
never known he was at his end. I am
told that on the fateful day, in addition to
mentioning my name during his final
hours, he gave a nod and thumbs up
‘Take care of everybody’ he said. He’s
gone far too soon and the loss of this
incredibly gifted man is made even more
heartbreaking by the promise of what
else he might have accomplished had
he also had the gift of time.â••

The late Anthony Lesroy Johnson
was buried at the Springfield Cemetery
in Basseterre.

He passed away on 3rd October
from an illness.

Front Page image: Members of
team inception pose for a photo in
tribute to the late event founder
Anthony Johnson during a candle
light fete type of event held on
Friday 29th October 2021 at the
Newtown play field
(Credit:Facebook/InceptionFete)

-  NEWS -

White Gate Crash Leaves Student With Broken Foot
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Thursday 4th November 2021)- At
least two children are among those who
were injured following a vehicle crash
involving a passenger bus in the White
Gate area on the morning of Wednesday
3rd November 2021.

This media house has been reliably
informed that two male students from
the Saddlers Secondary school were on
the bus and one of them got their foot
broken as a result of the traffic accident.

Speaking to an individual from the
community area it was gathered that the
crash occurred at an area called Jelly
Walk “over the hill over at the first
curve” and that the driver was coming
from St. Paul’s.

It was further stated that the vehicle
upon impact “hit some stones” in the
area resulting in extensive damages to
the vehicle.

At press time on Thursday 4th
November, there was no information
from police.

In other traffic accident news, a
source at the Police Public Relations
Department has provided details about
an accident which happened on Monday
1st November along the island’s main

Photo: A look at the accident scene in the White Gate area

road in the Buckley’s community in the
vicinity of the Joseph N. France General
Hospital involving a child and moving

vehicle.
As gathered, the accident was

“wasn’t serious because the mother was

able to pull the child out of the way
which minimised the impact.”

Reportedly, both treated and
discharged that night.

Anthony

(cont’d from last page)

Johnson
Gets
Flowers...
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Huang, Chia-lu
Commissioner
Criminal Investigation Bureau
Republic of China (Taiwan)

In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic ravaged much of the globe.In mid-May 2021,
the Republic of China (Taiwan) saw a sudden rise in case numbers. When Taiwan
needed help the most, partners such as the United States, Japan, Lithuania, the
Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Poland, as well as the COVAX Facility, global
allocation mechanism for COVID-19 vaccines, immediately pledged to donate or
provided vaccines to Taiwan, allowing Taiwan to gradually bring the pandemic
back under control. This is a testament to the international joint efforts to tackle the
serious challenges brought about by the pandemic. The same joint efforts will be
needed to address growing international cybercrimes in the post pandemic era, and
Taiwan is willing to be part of that effort.

Increasing importance of cyber technology in the wake of the pandemic
Throughout the pandemic, Taiwan government agencies and private companies

have closely followed antipandemic policies to prevent cluster infections. People
began working from home and schools adopted virtual learning. Consumers turned
to e-commerce, and online food ordering and delivery service platforms flourished.
The pandemic has led to these changes in our lives, and while it is sure to abate in
the foreseeable future, the spread of cybertechnology will not. It has fundamentally
altered the way we work, live, learn, and relax - resulting in an entirely new lifestyle.

However, our increased reliance on cybertechnology has also made it easier
than ever for criminals to exploit security vulnerabilities to commit crimes. Thus,
cybersecurity will be one of the most important issues in the postpandemic era as
it is essential to maintaining public safety worldwide.

Cybercrime transcends borders; transnational cooperation is the key.
As cybercrime transcends borders, victims, perpetrators, and crime scenes may

be located in different countries. The most common cybercrime is telecom fraud,
which utilizes the internet and other telecommunications technologies. Transnational
cooperation is necessary to bring international crime rings to justice.

In 2020, Taiwan police used big data analytics to identify multiple Taiwan
nationals who were suspected of establishing telecom fraud operations in
Montenegro. Taiwan contacted Montenegro and proposed mutual legal assistance,
enabling the Montenegrin Special State Prosecutor’s Office to move forward with
the case. Through joint efforts, Taiwan and the Montenegrin police forces uncovered
three telecom fraud operations and arrested 92 suspects accused of impersonating
Chinese government officials, police, and prosecutors. It is believed that the suspects
scammed more than 2,000 people in China, causing up to US$22.6 million in financial
losses. This case highlights the features of transnational crime. The suspects were
Taiwan nationals, while the victims were Chinese nationals. The alleged crime
occurred in Montenegro and was perpetrated with telecommunications technologies.
Thanks to bilateral police cooperation, the suspects were apprehended, preventing
other innocent people from falling victim to the scam.

Combating cybercrime in the

Caption: Montenegrin Special State Prosecutor’s Office transfers proceedings to
Taiwan police.

Child and youth sexual exploitation is another internationally condemned crime,
with countries worldwide making every effort to prevent it and bring perpetrators
to justice. In 2019, Taiwan police received information from the US National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children’s virtual private network Cyber Tipline indicating
that a South African citizen in Taiwan was suspected of having uploaded large

postpandemic era:
Taiwan can help

(cont’d on next page)
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quantities of child pornography to the internet.
Following the lead, Taiwan police quickly located
the suspect and searched his residence, seizing
evidence of child pornography. Police also found
photographs and videos of him sexually
assaulting Taiwanese children. The illicit images
were stored on servers located in the United
States, and the alleged crimes were committed
in Taiwan. As the victims in this case were under
age, they were too young to adequately explain
the situation or seek assistance. If Taiwan police
had not received the leads, the suspect would
likely have continued to assault more children.
This case owes its success to transnational
cooperation and criminal intelligence sharing,
which can effectively curb crime.

National Police Agency of the Ministry of the Interior, also established a Digital Forensics Lab that meets international
standards. The laboratory was issued the world’s first ISO/IEC 17025 accreditation for Windows Program Analysis
by the Taiwan Accreditation Foundation. In 2021, the CIB standardized its malware analysis procedures, in addition to
establishing file analysis and network analysis mechanisms. Taiwan’s expertise in combatting cybercrime will benefit
global efforts to build a safer cyberspace.

Taiwan can help create a safer world.
The COVID-19 pandemic has underscored the fact that diseases transcend national borders and it can affect

anyone - regardless of skin color, ethnicity, language, or gender. Distrust, disagreements, and a lack of transparency
between nations accelerated the spread of the virus. Only when international partners provide mutual assistance and
share antipandemic information, expertise, and vaccines can the world overcome the pandemic faster and successfully.

The Global Policing Goals were endorsed by INTERPOL member countries in 2017, with the stated purpose of
creating a safer and more sustainable world. With this mission in mind, we must work together to combat crime - just
as we have joined forces to combat the pandemic. No police agency or country should be excluded. To fight cybercrime
and bolster global cybersecurity effectively, the world needs to cooperate. Taiwan needs the world’s support and
Taiwan is willing and able to help the world by sharing its experience.

As the entire world teams up to combat the pandemic this year, we urge the international community, in the same
spirit, to support Taiwan’s bid to attend the INTERPOL’s General Assembly as an observer this year and participate
in INTERPOL meetings, mechanisms, and training activities. Taiwan’s pragmatic and meaningful participation would
help make the world a safer place for all.

Caption: International joint cooperation to
combat child pornography

Cybercrime involves cross-border
investigations. However, jurisdictions and
definitions of crimes vary among law
enforcement agencies worldwide. Criminal rings
understand this all too well and exploit the
resulting information barriers, fleeing to other
countries to decrease the likelihood of being
caught. Like COVID-19, cybercrime can strike
individuals in any country. Therefore, just as the
world has joined forces to combat the pandemic,
countering cybercrime requires the cooperation
of international police forces assisting and
sharing information with one another. Only then
can more crimes be prevented and more cases
be solved efficiently, allowing people worldwide
to enjoy a safer life.

Taiwan police authorities have long strived
to promote international cooperation in
combating cross-border crime. In 2020, there
were three prominent cases. Through the joint
efforts of Taiwan, Vietnam, and the United
States, transnational telecom fraud call centers
were raided in January; the following month, a
US currency counterfeiting ring was
discovered; and 12 individuals suspected of
involvement in human trafficking and violation
of the Child and Youth Sexual Exploitation
Prevention Act were arrested in July.

Taiwan police authorities have a specialized
High Technology Crime Investigation Unit and
professional cybercrime investigators. The
Criminal Investigation Bureau (CIB) under the

Combating cybercrime...
(cont’d from last page)
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Prisoner Runs Away For
More than 24 Hours Before
Returning
By: Spokesman Newsroom

 Alphonso Thompson (Police
Provided Photo)

POLICE NEWS

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Tuesday 2nd November
2021)-A 50-year-old escapee
inmate of Her Majesty’s Prison
(HMP) was recently on the run
for over 24 hours hours before
he eventually turned himself

back into police custody.
Police say Alphonso

Thompson of West Farm
escaped custody at the JNF
General Hospital on October
29, 2021, where he was
admitted as a patient.

Reportedly, he was
convicted on October 22, 2021,
for the offence of making use
of threatening language and

was sentenced to serve thirty
(30) days in prison.

On the day of his escape,
source at the police department
shared the information
sometime after 10:00PM that
day then in a follow-up report
on Sunday 31st October shortly
before 9:00PM, it was stated
that he “turned himself in this
evening.”

Police: Man Wanted
For “Serious Crime”
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Monday 1st November
2021)- Police on Wednesday
3rd November 2021 issued a
wanted warrant for the arrest
of a 43-year-old man said to
have committed a “serious
crime” committed in July 2021.

Being looked for by police
is Phillips Village resident
Robert Wilson.

A source at the police
department shared the
information sometime before
5:00PM that day.

Members of the public have
been criticizing the why the
police have not stated exactly
what the offense is while those
who claim to be in the know
have indicated what category
of crime the individual is
accused of.

The wanted man is said to
be from St.Kitts. He is
described as having a dark
complexion with dark, cut hair
and brown eyes. Furthermore,
police say he is 5' 8" with a
medium build.

Details of the wanted poster
say:  A WARRANT IS IN
EXISTENCE FOR THE
ARREST OF ROBERT
WILSON OF PHILLIPS
VILLAGE FOR A SERIOUS
CRIME WHICH WAS
COMMITTED IN JULY
2021.

ROBERT WILSON IS
BEING ASKED TO
PRESENT HIMSELF TO
THE NEAREST POLICE
STATION.

ANYONE WHO SEES
HIM OR KNOWS OF HIS
WHEREABOUTS IS ASKED
TO CONTACT THE
TABERNACLE POLICE
STATION AT 465-7227, THE
BASSETERRE POLICE
STATION AT 465-2241, THE
NEAREST POLICE
STATION OR CALL THE
CRIME HOTLINE AT 707.
ALL INFORMATION
SHARED WILL BE
TREATED AS
CONFIDENTIAL.

Up to press time on

Robert Wilson (Police Provided
Photo)

Sanitize / Wear
Your Mask

Thursday 4th November, there
was no update on this matter.
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MedicalXPress - Health - Pediatrics - 3 November 2021

What Is The Short-Term Impact Of
Sugary Drinks In The Classroom?
- By Wiley

Illustration of findings that sugary drinks impact behavior and math scores of preschool children.
Credit: Schiltz and De Witte.

A new study in Health
Economics finds that sugary
drinks impact behavior and
math scores of preschool
children.

In the study, investigators
randomly assigned 462 children
to receive sugary drinks or
artificially sweetened drinks,
and they collected data before
and after consumption.

Consuming one sugary drink
tended to induce an initial
‘relaxing’ effect for boys,
before making them more
restless. Girls’ behavior was not
significantly affected.

Also, consuming one sugary
drink seemed to have a
negative effect on student
achievement in math for boys
and a positive effect for girls.

“Our study is the first to
provide large-scale
experimental evidence on the
impact of sugary drinks on
preschool children. The results
clearly indicate a causal impact
of sugary drinks on children’s
behavior and test scores,” said
corresponding author Fritz

Schiltz, PhD, of KU Leuven, in Belgium.
“The associated effects on in-class performance have major

policy implications, as sugary drinks are still ubiquitously sold in
schools and as the consumption of sugary drinks is typically higher
among children from low-income households and among boys,”
added co-author Kristof De Witte, a professor at KU Leuven.

More information: Fritz Schiltz et al, Sugar rush or sugar
crash? Experimental evidence on the impact of sugary drinks in
the classroom, Health Economics (2021). DOI: 10.1002/hec.4444

Journal information: Health Economics
Provided by: Wiley

Email:
info@sknunion.com

- HEALTH INFORMATION -
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Associated Press - AP News - Latin America - Venezuela
- Wednesday 3 November 2021

International Criminal
Court To Probe Abuses In
Venezuela
- By Jorge Rueda and Joshua Goodman

AP

Wednesday 3 November 2021: Andreina Baduel wearing T-shirt that
reads in Spanish “Justice and freedom” and while holding a sign

with pictures of people during a
protest against political
prisoners outside the Bolivarian
National Intelligence Service
(SEBIN), known as the
Helicoide, in Caracas,
Venezuela. Her father, former
Defense Minister Raul Isaias
Baduel, died while in prison.
The sign at right reads “Enough
persecution!” Photo credit:
Ariana Cubillos (AP).

CARACAS, Venezuela
(AP) - The International
Criminal Court is opening a
formal investigation into
allegations of torture and
extrajudicial killings committed
by Venezuelan security forces
under President Nicolas
Maduro’s rule, the first time a
country in Latin America is
facing scrutiny for possible
crimes against humanity from
the court.

The opening of the probe
was announced Wednesday by
ICC Chief Prosecutor Karim
Khan at the end of a three-day
trip to Caracas.

Standing alongside Maduro,
Khan said he was aware of the
political “fault lines” and
“geopolitical divisions” that exist
in Venezuela. But he said his
job was to uphold the principles
of legality and the rule of law,
not settle scores.

“I ask everybody now, as
we move forward to this new
stage, to give my office the space to do its work,” he said. “I will take a dim view of any efforts to
politicize the independent work of my office.”

While Khan didn’t outline the scope of the ICC’s investigation, it follows a lengthy preliminary
probe started in February 2018 - later backed by Canada and five Latin American governments
opposed to Maduro - that focused on allegations of excessive force, arbitrary detention and torture1
by security forces during a crackdown on antigovernment protests in 2017.

Human rights groups and the US-backed opposition immediately celebrated the decision. Since
its creation two decades ago, the ICC has mostly focused on atrocities committed in Africa.

“This is a turning point,” said Jose Miguel Vivanco, the Americas director for Human Rights
Watch. “Not only does it provide hope to the many victims of Maduro’s government but it also is a
reality check that Maduro himself could be held accountable for crimes committed by his security
forces and others with total impunity in the name of the Bolivarian revolution.”

It could be years before any criminal charges are presented as part of the ICC’s investigation.
Maduro said he disagreed with Khan’s criteria in choosing to open the probe. But he expressed

optimism that a three-page “letter of understanding” he signed with the prosecutor that would allow
Venezuelan authorities to carry out their own proceedings in search of justice, something allowed
under the Rome statute that created the ICC.

“I guarantee that in this new phase we will leave the noise to the side and get down to work so
that, together, the truth can be found,” said Maduro.

Maduro’s government last year also asked the ICC to investigate The US - which is not among
the ICC’s 123 member states - for its policy of economic sanctions focused on removing Maduro.
Venezuela considers the US sanctions tantamount to “unlawful coercive measures” that have spelled
poverty for millions of Venezuelans.

Khan’s predecessor, Fatou Bensouda, had indicated there was a reasonable basis to conclude
that crimes against humanity had been committed in Venezuela, echoing the findings of The UN’s
own human rights council last year. But she left the decision to open any probe to her successor
Khan, a British lawyer who took the reins of the ICC earlier this year.
Goodman reported from Miami.
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 Taiwan News Taiwan News Taiwan News Taiwan News Taiwan News - Business - Thursday 4 November 2021

Taiwan Could See
US$10 Billion In
Investment By
American Construction
Behemoth Bechtel
By Liam Gibson, Staff Writer

Former Bechtel headquarters in San Francisco.  (AP
photo).

TAIPEI (Taiwan News) - Bechtel anticipates at
least US$10 billion in investment opportunities in
Taiwan over the next 10 years, according to the
company’s head of Asia-Pacific operations, Richard
W Freer.

The US’ largest construction firm aims to capitalize
on opportunities in the market as Taiwan aims to end
nuclear energy by 2025 and reach net-zero emissions
by 2050, according to Nikkei Asia.

In particular, Freer is eyeing opportunities in
Taiwan’s liquefied natural gas sector, which is one of
the largest in the world, he told Nikkei in an interview.

Bechtel moved its regional headquarters from
Shanghai to Taipei in 2019 to not only better position
itself to take advantage of new openings in Taiwan
but also in markets across Southeast Asia, a region
that is witnessing a rapid increase in new energy
projects.

The company is involved in the Australia-Asia
PowerLink, one of the world’s largest renewable
energy projects, according to a Reuters report put out
last month. Starting in 2027 the project will carry energy
from a mega solar farm in Australia’s sunny Northern
Territory to Singapore.

Bechtel also expects tech manufacturing projects
to boom across the region as more companies shift
production out of China and into Southeast Asia, Freer
told Nikkei. He added that his company is also
leveraging its expertise in its home market to advise
Taiwanese manufacturers looking to set up shop in
The US as Washington pushes forward with its plans
to revive the country’s industrial base.

Freer indicated the new developments at Bechtel
are a continuation of a long string of projects it has
undertaken in Taiwan over the past few decades, which
has given the company a deep familiarity with the
country’s business environment.

In the past Bechtel also worked on Google data

Company sees Taiwan as full of potential
opportunities and a great base for operations
in Southeast Asia.

centers and
F o r m o s a
P l a s t i c s
petrochemical
plants.

B e c h t e l
feels at home
in Taiwan and
has a broad
base of
o p e r a t i o n s
here, he said,
adding that
the high
transparency
of the

government’s procurement process is a
clear strength.
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THE CONVERSATION (Academic rigour, journalistic flair) - Edition: UK - Science &
Technology - 2 November 2021

Heading The Ball Is Linked
To Cognitive Impairment In
Retired Professional
Footballers - New Research

By Dr Davide Bruno, PhD, LJM University, and Dr Andrew Rutherford, PhD,
University of Keele

Impressive beautiful header by
Roberto Firmino during UEFA
Champions League final, Real
Madrid v Liverpool, at Olympic
NSC stadium in Kyiv, Ukraine
on 26 May 2018. Photo credit:
Oleksandr Osipov (Royalty-free
photo - Shutterstock (ID:
1103486303)).

The potential long-term
neurological effects of
concussions and other knocks
to the head in professional sport
have attracted significant
attention and research interest
over recent years.

Confirmation in 2014 that
former England footballer Jeff
Astle died as a result of chronic
traumatic encephalopathy (a
form of dementia) - and that it
was caused by regularly
heading the ball - ignited a
furore on the risks of this
practice in particular.

New guidelines introduced
this year limit the number of
â€œhigher force headersâ€€
professional English footballers
are allowed to make each week
in training to ten. These are
usually headers following a
long pass (more than 35 metres)
or from crosses, corners or
free kicks.

Similar guidelines had
already been adopted across all
children’s football leagues in
The UK. But the question
remains: do headers really
cause dementia?

Recent work carried out at
The University of Glasgow by
neuropathologist William
Stewart and his team analysed
the death certificates of
Scottish men. They found higher
rates of dementia among
former professional footballers
compared to the general
population, with ex-footballers
about 3.5 times more likely to
die from a neurodegenerative
disease, such as that which
causes dementia, than men who
didnâ€™t play football
professionally.

Stewart’s group also

showed that dementia deaths in former professional footballers
were greater among those who had played in positions where
heading tended to be more frequent, like central defenders, for
example.

But evidence of greater dementia risk among living former
professional footballers has been lacking.

We studied living former professional footballers
Soccer player using head to hit the ball. Limits have now been
placed on heading in children’s football. Photo credit: JoeSAPhotos
(Royalty-free photo -  Shutterstock (ID: 1070176523)).

Football is played by more people across the globe than any
other sport, so understanding the risks associated with playing

(cont’d on next page)
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this game is important. Data on living participants, compared to
those who have died, can provide more detailed information on
the nature of the impairment a person may have, and help us
understand what type of support they might need.

There has been research looking at the cognitive effects of
heading the ball on younger, active players. But young players are
unlikely to show signs of neurological deterioration or dementia.
If they are to develop a brain impairment, this would likely only
become visible after the reserve mental capacity of youth has
waned.

Our study of former professional footballers, recently published
in the Journal of Neuropsychology, goes some way to filling this
gap. We collaborated with two former professional footballers’
associations in England to recruit a total of 60 former male
footballers. Their average age was about 68.

First, we wanted to measure
the former players’ overall
cognitive status. We used a
self-administered test called
Test Your Memory, which
compares well with similar tests
used by clinicians to screen for
dementia.

And second, we wanted to
collect records that were as
accurate as possible about
former professionals’ careers.
Using a survey, we asked them
about positions played, career
length, training regimes, any
football-related head injuries,
and a few other relevant bits
of information.

Alongside this, we wanted
to ascertain the number of
headers our participants made
throughout their careers. Of
course, this would be tricky to
guess - so we asked them to
estimate the average number of
headers made per match and
training session. We then
multiplied these numbers by the
number of training sessions and
matches per week, and by the
number of weeks of their
footballing year, over the total
of their careers.

While the resulting
estimates of total career
headers are unlikely to be
perfect, there isn’t really a
better way to measure this.

We didn’t see any effect of
reported head injuries on the
Test Your Memory score, which
was one outcome we sought to
measure. But we found strong
evidence that the more heading
a participant had done over
their professional football
careers, the lower their scores.

We estimated that, on
average, former professional
footballers lost about three
points off the Test Your
Memory score (a drop that can
be the difference between
being classified as normal or as
having memory problems) for
each 100,000 career headers
reported.

This may seem like a big
number - and it is - but a
professional footballer can
make hundreds of thousands of
headers over a career.

Our participants averaged
around 50,000 career headers
each, though this number is
likely lowered by the
goalkeepers in our sample, who
generally reported no headers.
And we didn’t include pre-
season training.

To our knowledge, this is
the first study to provide direct
evidence supporting an
association between heading
the ball and cognitive

impairment in retired professional football players.
Evidence of cognitive impairment is the first step towards a

diagnosis of dementia, so our results suggest there may be a link
between heading the ball often and developing a neurodegenerative
disease.

All in all, the decision to reduce headers in training is probably
the right call. Although the current limit is set at ten, we do need
more research to establish what might be a safe number of
headers, as well as the precise effects headers may have on former
players’ cognition - and what else can be done to mitigate these
effects.

About the authors:
Dr Davide Bruno, PhD, is a Reader in The School of

Psychology of Liverpool John Moores University (LJMU). He
pursued undergraduate studies at The University of Parma, and
in 2002 was admitted to the degree of Bachelor of Science (BSc)
in Psychology. He then went on to pursue postgraduate studies at
The University of Keele, UK. In 2007 he was awarded the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD). His thesis was based on context-
dependent memory, the research and preparation of which was
carried out under the supervision of Dr Andrew Rutherford. Dr
Bruno then took up post-doctoral work in Dr Phil Higham’s
laboratory at The University of Southampton, and later moved to
The University of Massachusetts, Amherst, where he studied
signal detection theory with Drs Caren Rotello and Neil Macmillan.

Heading The Ball
Is Linked To
Cognitive
Impairment...

(cont’d on next page)
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Subsequent to that he worked in Dr Nunzio Pomara’s Geriatric Psychiatry Division (at The Nathan
Kline Institute for Psychiatric Research), and became a Research Assistant Professor in The School
of Medicine (Center of Excellence on Brain Aging) of New York University. There he developed an
interest in neuroscience and began researching brain ageing, Alzheimer’s disease, and dementia.
His research interests are in memory and neurodegenerative disorders. From 2016 to 2021 he
served as Senior lecturer at LJMU, and in 2021 assumed his current appointment as Reader. Dr
Bruno joined The Conversation on 11 September 2018.

Dr Andrew Rutherford, PhD, studied for his BSc(Hons) in Psychology (1980), and carried out
his research for his PhD in Psychology (1986) at The University of Glasgow. Following graduation
he took up a Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship in The Department of Psychology at Nottingham
University, to work on cognitive aspects of “Stress”. Next he moved to a similar position in The
School of Mechanical, Materials and Manufacturing Engineering (also at Nottingham), on a research
project (which he had co-authored) examining operators’ mental models of advanced manufacturing
processes, including robot movement. At the end of that research project he assumed a temporary
lectureship on cognitive ergonomics (cognitive psychology applied to work situations) in the same
school, and also held a part-time lectureship in human-computer interaction at de Montfort University.
Dr Rutherford next became a Senior Lecturer in Psychology at The University of Keele, but in
September 2017 he went into early retirement and assumed an appointment as Honourary Research
Fellow in The School of Psychology. His main areas of research are: memory (particularly encoding
and retrieval processes); the data analytic techniques of general and generalized linear modelling;
and the neuropsychological consequences of football play, especially those related to football heading.
The possibility that football head injury may be a risk factor in the early onset of dementia is a recent
focus for his team’s research. Dr Rutherford joined The Conversation on 15 February 2017.

Disclosure statement: Dr Davide Bruno receives funding from The National Institute on
Aging (US). Dr Andrew Rutherford has received no funding that is relevant, nor does he have any
relevant affiliation.

Partners: Keele University and Liverpool John Moores University provide funding as members
of The Conversation UK.

This article has been republished under Creative Commons licence.
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By: FAIR SHARE FOR ALL

 - INSIDE SCOOPS -

By Vigilante

FAIR SHARE FOR ALL
SCOOPS

Three topics on the minds of most
calling into the talk shows or sharing their
opinion on social media are the SKNLP
leadership contest, the sentence that
former permanent secretary Stanley
Knight received and the no-show of
Timothy Harris at the Climate Change
Conference in Glasgow, Scotland, United
Kingdom.

I am happy that the election of a new
leader to head the St. Kitts-Nevis Labour
Party has generated such tremendous
interest.  That so many persons are
weighing in on this leadership race is
evidence that our country is crying out
for an honest and caring government.

What we have is the highest level of
corruption this country has ever seen.
Ministers have become multi millionaires
in less than five years.  There seems to
be a race in Cabinet to see who can make
the most money in the shortest time.  The
most routine government projects that
should cost a few hundred thousand
dollars somehow manage to cost several
million dollars every time.

Some government buildings have been
under construction since 2015 and
haven’t been completed as yet.  I have
been reliably informed that plans have
been constantly changed and new
contractors brought in so that costs can
continue to increase and ministers
continue to get richer and richer at
taxpayers’ expense.

If the members of Cabinet had money
before they became ministers, people
would not be so suspicious.  But if the
wealthiest among them nearly reached
over 1840, and those who were hand to
mouth now own condos all over the
place, it doesn’t take much to figure out
that the taxpayers are being ripped off
by a set of bandits down Church Street.

And that is why I believe that they had
to give the former PS a little slap on the
wrist.  None of them can hold a candle

of correction to none.  Other
persons in other high offices have
been accused of similar crimes and
up to now, not a thing has happened.
And when we consider what role
people played in previous elections
and who is related to whom, we
should count ourselves fortunate
that the matter even reached this far.

I believe that somebody was
sending a message to somebody
else.  Remember that the “O” man
ended the criminal charges against
who was planning the coup.  I think
that this matter was only allowed to
go this far to remind some people
that they need to behave themselves
and support him in 2025.

Well I don’t think that too many
persons ever thought that the “O”
man would go anywhere near
London.  Once you are on British
soil, no one knows what the
authorities might do.  So while all
other Caribbean leaders felt the
conference on climate change
sufficiently important for them to
attend, our Timo stayed away.

When he was to travel and he got
wind that something was amiss, he
abandoned his travel plans and left
the Antiguan to face the music.  And
even though he would have loved
the opportunity to see if his speech
could go viral, he wasn’t taking that
chance.

Truth be told, I cannot recall
hearing too much talk about climate
change in recent times.  But I am
sure that were it not for the
uncertainty of the response of
Scotland Yard, Timo would have
journeyed to Scotland for two
weeks of food.

In the meantime Labour massive,
stay focused.  We have big and
important things to do.

LEADERSHIP, SENTENCES
AND NO-SHOWS

* Humpty Dumpty did really planning to go to
de ting.  But he get tip off like de last time dat dey
waiting for him, so he went Neewis instead go cool
out.
* Is Ole Mother Hubbard who tell him dat if he
go, he mighten come back.  And when she start to
vsw -And when she start to bawl because she know
dat if he gone, she gone too because de rest a dem
ain’t like her, he call somebody and dey tell him dat
de yard people waiting for him.
* When de news break dat dey did planning to
run de frilly mout deputy for de #2 misappropriator,
people understand why Humpty Dumpty did mek
dat big speech bout Frilly and stability.
* Dey say dat is since de #4 misappropriator
win de ting dat de want to run Frilly.  Dey say dat
Frilly ain’t got de pedigree and he want to be in
tings.
* Dey say dat de lady nearly tek een when she
hear dat de man married.  And she say dat is she
who carry he clothes to wash and iron and he ain’t
pick he teet.
* Is two business people planning to tek out
injunction gainst de government.  So dey stop de
wuk again.
* Dey say dat de light dem not gon tun on from
all direction again because dey want to use up
somebody sidewalk and de person want big money
for dey land.
* De street say it looking like dey tinking bout
moving one de light dem.  But dey ain’t know where
to put it.  So de wuk done again till dey find
somewhere to put it.
* Dey mash up de sidewalk by de car people
dem and ain’t fix it back.  And dey have people
walking in de street because de new sidewalk got
on de ole sidewalk what dey mash up to mek de
new sidewalk.
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