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NORMAL IS...

SEE PAGE 04

OVER 2000 JABBED
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LET’S TALK
PERCEIVED

BIAS

HOORAY BUNNY!
Congratulations are in order for Mr. James “Bunny” Pemberton who was
honoured with a retirement ceremony held on Wednesday 3rd March 2021
at the Victoria Road Community Centre having worked 43 years in the
civil (public) service. He is currently the Second Vice President of The
St.Kitts-Nevis Trades & Labour Union of which this publication is its media
entity.    (Photo: Mulley Media)
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Editor’s note: Sunday is the third one of Lent, the various lessons
for which invite us to take a close look at how we are dealing with

the relentless efforts to undermine our spirituality and our
connection with God.

The Lenten Journey 2021:
A Layman’s Perspective - 4

By this time in our journey our awareness has become heightened as to the toughness of the
great struggle that we face every day of our lives. Our desire to always be one with our
Heavenly Father is under constant attacked by the spiritual agents of evil.

It would be well for us to remember that so powerful and desperate are their efforts that
they persuaded the townsfolk of Jesus’ home to reject him, to the extent that they even wanted
to murder him by throwing him over a cliff.

But, as the good book tells us, The Son of God simply walked through them and went his
way.

In the desert Satan failed to turn Jesus away from His Heavenly Father, but he did not give
up. The reality is that he never gives up, and we should learn from that fact.

As we go about our daily lives we can, and do, lose sight of the spiritual dimensions of our
being. The season of Lent is a wonderful opportunity to regain that closeness with God. This
time of self-denial and doing penance is an excellent opportunity which, if grasped, can help us
achieve that goal.

It Is Time To
Speak Out

On numerous occasions we tried to warn our people that, if
a certain group of persons were ever allowed to take control of
the political power in this country, amongst other things, they
would institutionalise corruption, and bring down this fair land of
ours.

Many choose to ignore us and, where they once made all
kinds of noises when Labour was in power, albeit unjustifiably
so, they have since become silent, even in the face of the most
ugly practices.

Some persons are of the opinion that it is a case of, in the
words of The Mighty Sparrow, “We like it so!â€€. We think
that, more likely than not, it is a case of their having been given
some heavy dose of “HUSH!”, at the same time being placed
under some even heavier manners.

We do hope that, before much longer, they will find their
voices (no pun intended), pens or pencils, some writing paper,
or their modern communicating gadgets, which ever, and help
with calling to account all those who are mercilessly ripping off
our country and its people, and imperilling our future and that of
our offspring.

Quite recently word began to circulate that certain new
procedures have been instituted by the customs authorities. They
concern members of the public, who have to clear shipments
from overseas.

Persons have been complaining about what they are now
experiencing. After clearing their paper work, at several points,
they are confronted by having their shipments placed before them,
but with some sort of ‘official’ tape indicating that the packages
had been opened, checked, and resealed by customs.

Clearly, any such procedure is filled with all kinds of
problems.

Persons report that when they try to question the new
practices, the officials respond by stating that America does it,
and they (the customers) don’t complain.

That response is inane and insulting, but it is also inaccurate.
US TSA officials are allowed to open baggage handed in for
shipment, but only when there are reasonable grounds for
suspicion that some dangerous item has been enclosed.

Persons are already complaining that they afterwards find
items missing from their packages, and, having not been allowed
to check them along with the customs officers, they are finding it
rather problematic as in mounting challenges.

That is only to be expected. Customs are already notoriously
corrupt institutions, and allowing them to engage in opening and
going through shipments without the consignees being present is
nothing less than official endorsement of stealing.

Even more worrisome is the fact that such
procedures make it very easy for persons to be
framed.

Customs officials, whether acting on their own
or at the behest of some politician, can, with
utmost ease, plant contraband items in the
packages, reseal them, then afterwards claim to
have found them when the packages were first
opened.

In such events, the hapless recipients will find
themselves placed in untenable situations, with
no ability to prove their innocence, which no one
should have to do in the first place.

This is a very dangerous and worrisome, and
the authorities need to be called out on this. It is

a very grave threat to our people.
This matter has even greater implications,

and we are calling on all of our people, especially
those who have been silent for the past six years,
to raise their voices in protest.

It is time to speak out.



The Labour Spokesman      FRIDAY, MARCH 05TH 2021 3 - LOCAL NEWS -

Drew Looks At Topic of
Perceived Bias In Court
Matter
By: Spokesman Newsroom

Front Page Photo: St. Kitts Nevis Labour Party
Chairman and Candidate of Constituency Eight
Dr. Terrance Drew seen outside the courthouse
(Spokesman file Snap)

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Friday 5th March 2021) - “I
will not speak of my evidence
and I would not go into my
evidence. My evidence will
stand the test of time. All I’m
asking for is that whoever hears
the evidence would be a person
who has no perceived bias -
and I want to stress the word
perceived bias.”

So said Constituency Eight
Candidate of the St.Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party Dr. Terrance
Drew in his remarks when he
appeared on Freedom FM’s
“Issues” programme on Friday
26th February 2021 when asked
about the urgent press
conference called by DPP
Valston Graham on Thursday
25th February pertaining to a
private criminal complaint
brought against elected
government minister Eugene
Hamilton of the People’s Action
Movement (PAM) for
Constituency Eight.

Dr. Drew made it clear that
“I don’t think this is a public
debate between the DPP and I
and so it is not set out to be that
way.”

He added: “However, let’s
say the foundation of the case
has to do with a number of
things that took place in the last
election, and I want to lay that
as the basis; a number of
egregious things would have
taken place to the point where
the New York Times did an
investigation into our system
and the New York Times
reported in its 26th of June
publication that the opposition
in St.Kitts-Nevis were shut
down by the government and
they calculated at the end of the
day that democracy was under
threat. We can go through and
see how the government
actually used the COVID
situation to shut down the
opposition to give themselves an
unfair advantage.”

“I would not go into the
depth of my evidence. I think
the court should hear my
evidence because the evidence
is stark and the evidence is
clear,” he added.

Dr. Drew, who is also the

Party Chairman, gave an insight into the recent hearing plus an
agreement made.

“We went to court 1st February 2021, for the first hearing,
and counsel for myself invited the magistrate to recuse himself...
failing which an application for recusal would be made. Magistrate
Eddy asked my counsel to make an application; he did not
voluntarily recuse himself initially and my counsel made
reservation.  His Honor [Fitzroy] Eddy was, of course, wanting
to hear what my counsel laid forth. My counsel laid forth a number
of things... showing that Eddy was connected to PAM... He did
not recuse himself but when my counsel brought this information
to the fore Eddy recused himself and he himself revealed that he
was counsel actually stood in for a case for Eugene Hamilton.
Eddy knew that from before and he did not recuse himself.
However, when that information came forward... he did the right
thing in the end...”

According to Dr. Drew: “Before that nobody came to the
court to take over the case. When we went back on the 8th, and
we were supposed to be there at 9am, my lawyers were informed
by the magistrate who is now [the Chief Magistrate), that the
DPP wanted to make an intervention at 10:30am. The normal
courteous thing that would have happened is that the DPP would
write to the magistrate and he would copy that to my counsel so
we were shocked to know that he was in court and then when
we went he was asking for disclosure.”

He continued: “My lawyer had no chance to disclose ....they
were just informed at 10:30 what would take place; they were
never written to, they were never advised or invited to do the
disclosure that is being spoken of and actually there was an
agreement reached between the DPP’s office and my lawyers
with respect to the disclosure so I want to make that absolutely
clear. So it’s only when Eddy recused himself, and Eddy himself
said in court and the court records would show that he was lawyers
for PAM candidates dealing with election matters so that
information we had to go look dig deep and study otherwise you
could have had somebody favoring PAM perceived to be without
judging him...perceived to be bias without us knowing had we not
done our diligence and researched the information.”

According to Dr. Drew, the agreement was to have the matter
be resolved the following week.

“There was an agreement...and then I heard that there was a
press conference and that I was being called and so forth and so
I said there was an agreement in court with respect to that.”

Graham in speaking to members of the media explained that
in asking Dr. Drew’s lawyer to provide him with “disclosure of
the evidence that he has to substantiate the allegations and charges
of bribery”, he has “not done nothing that the Constitution doesn’t
empower me to do”.

“I consider it to be inconceivable, absolutely nonsensical that
the Director of Public Prosecution must sit back and allow a
prosecution that alleges bribery against an elected official to just
be pursued in a private capacity,” he expressed.

DPP Graham indicated that PAM leader Shawn Richards is
his “friend” and that Hamilton is not as he highlighted that the
purpose of the press conference “is simply to dispel any
suggestions whatsoever that my taking over the matter has
anything to do with being a political ally of PAM, Shawn Richards
or Eugene Hamilton.”

“Just as Eddy has affiliations  with PAM, and based on our
argument and the submission of test cases  where courts would
have judged that if you had those close affiliations , you could not
be seen as somebody who would be totally unbiased and you
should recuse yourself , I am saying  that whoever is to make any
decision with my case would make sure that they are not friends
with any leaders of political parties, that they don’t party with any
leaders of any political parties, that they don’t have that social
[connection], that they don’t be on platforms of leaders of any
political parties...” stated Dr. Drew on the radio airwaves.



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, MARCH 05TH, 20214 -  LOCAL NEWS -

Getting Vaccinated
Quickest Way Back To
Normal Says
Dr. Wilkinson
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Friday 5th March 2021) - The “quickest way
for us to get back to normal” has being listed by Medical Chief of Staff at the
Joseph N. France General Hospital Dr. Cameron Wilkinson among “ten good
reasons” given  as to why individuals in St.Kitts and Nevis should get vaccinated
as part of the roll out plan using the Oxford/AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine.

“Today somebody asked me to give them one reason why they should vaccinate.
I’m going to use my time here today to give you 10 reasons why you should
vaccinate,” he commented during his presentation at the weekly National Emergency
Operations Centre (NEOC) COVID-19 Briefing held on Wednesday, 3rd March
2021.

The reasons as given by Dr. Wilkinson are as follows:

1. It is free. Yes the COVID-19 vaccine is free. There are no financial barriers
to you getting the vaccination. Yes, it comes at a cost but not to you. You show
up and you get it.

2. It is highly effective. The vaccine is way more effective than the flu vaccine
that a number of persons take each year that averages between 40 and 50 per
cent. This vaccine has an efficacy of over 82 per cent and when you get
vaccinated it protects you from getting seriously ill so it’s the joy of gaining
immunity without the risk of getting really ill or even from getting what is called
long haul COVID so it’s a win-win.

3. It saves lives. More than 7000 persons  are dead in the Caribbean region....over
500, 000 are dead in the United States  and more than 2.5 million people are
dead worldwide  from COVID-19.  Getting vaccination is a sure part to your
survival.

4. It is safe. It does not affect your cell’s DNA. It does not give you COVID-
19.  It actually helps to boost your immune system so that you can fight the
disease. Safety studies were done with vaccines in tens of thousands of persons
before it came onto the market and many millions have received this vaccine
worldwide and so the 55,000 persons that we have here there are millions who
went before you and they have had very little side effect from this vaccination.

5. You protect those around you and the vulnerable. Being vaccinated helps to
prevent you from getting COVID-19 so that you are less likely to spread the
disease to others especially the vulnerable .so if you have children, grandchildren,
grandparents or elderly persons around you then that’s a good reason for you to
get vaccinated because you would not be only protecting yourself but protecting
them.

6. You help to protect our health system. By ending this pandemic through
vaccination, we release the pressure on the health system so we can dedicate
our efforts, funds and equipment to helping persons with non-communicable
diseases, and these are still killing persons and we need to keep a close focus
on those other diseases.

7. It keeps your cash flow strong. As stated, it can stop you from getting sick.
If you are not sick you can continue working and continue to bring needed
income for your family.

8. It helps to protect future generations. Over the course of history, human
beings have had to co-exist with debilitating and life-threatening diseases that
are now rare due to child vaccination programmes. Immunizing yourself against
COVID-19 today will help to eradicate the virus and protect future generations
thereby allowing them to have a healthier and longer life.

9. It helps to prevent fake news spreading. Research has shown that fake
news spreads much faster and further than truthful information. Over the last
few decades, conspiracy theories and misinformation have eroded public trust
in vaccines leading to the re-emergence of diseases that were eradicated before.
Bu following evidence-based guidance based on science, you are not only
protecting yourself and your loved ones from COVID-19 but you’re sending a
strong message to those persons who are coming with fake news and I’m

happy that within just eight days of us having this roll-out, we had over 2000
persons who’ve stepped forward to take the vaccinations so that’s a step closer
towards herd immunity.

10. Finally, it is the quickest way for us to get back to normal. No more masks,
no more social distancing, safe travel, no quarantine, no more endless ZOOM
meetings, hugs with friends and family and grandma, parties, no caps of
gatherings, wedding and church services return to normal, concerts, music
festivals, sporting events, of course once we eradicate the virus and so these
are ten good reasons why you need to go and vaccinate so don’t hesitate,
vaccinate.

CMO: Priority Groups
Order System No Longer

Being Followed In
Vaccination Roll Out

By: Spokesman Newsroom
BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Friday 5th March 2021)-  Individuals in St.Kitts-

Nevis need not to worry about what phase number of priority groups they fall into
as it relates to the National COVID-19 Vaccination Rollout programme since the
health authorities are no longer following that order system.

Such information comes in accordance with what the Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr. Hazel Laws said as part of the situation report given at the weekly
National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC) COVID-19 Briefing held on
Wednesday 3rd March 2021- the day she reported that is she among the over 2000
individuals who have been vaccinated so far.

“Go to the nearest health centre irrespective of the priority group. So ladies and

(cont’d on next page)
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gentlemen this week Monday,
we would have received an
additional 20,000 doses of the
vaccine and so we are no
longer adhering to the priority
groups as we explained last
week.”

CMO Laws added: “So
irrespective of the priority group
that you find yourself , once you
are ready, once you are
empowered by the information
and you would have made an
informed decision, all you need
to do is go to the nearest health
centre to access the vaccine.
You don’t even have to call 311.
Just go to the nearest health
centre to get your vaccine and
get your first dose, and you will
be given an appointment within
10 weeks for the second dose.”

She informed that for the
vaccination plan, “between last
week Monday  and last evening
(Tuesday 2nd March) we
would have had vaccinated a
total of 1356  in the Federation
have been vaccinated” whilst
noting “...but today alone that’s
3rd March 729 persons and I’m
happy to share that I’m include
in that 729 persons.”

“So to date we would have
vaccinated 2,085 persons in our
Federation. In other words we
would have reached a 6.3
percent of our target population
just in a matter of nine days

Week #1 621 persons
vaccinated,” Dr. Laws added.

According to her, the
Oxford/AstraZeneca COVID-
19 vaccine provides an 83%
risk reduction in contracting
symptomatic COVID-19.

“We are using the scheduled
dosage of two  doses of this
vaccine given 10 weeks apart
so the dosage schedule involves
a 10-week interval between
dose one and dose two.”

Dr. Laws stated that persons
between 18 and 80 years are
being targeted but that 80 is not
a cut point.

Individuals over 80 are
encouraged to go to their
regular physician and to be
evaluated such that their
physician can give the nod of
approval to proceed to take the
vaccine.

Dr. Laws highlighted that

this vaccine is quite effective
against the UK variant and it
has a very good side effect
profile.

“In other words individuals
who would have received this
vaccine between last week and
now, they would have only
expressed minimum side
effects. As a matter of fact,

most have not complained of
any side effects. The vaccine
that we are offering was
manufactured by the Serum
Institute of India and for me it
was very reassuring to note that
the Institute...manufactures
over 90 per cent of the vaccines
that we have been using and
continue to use in our

Federation.  These are the
vaccines that we have been
giving our children over the past
20 years.”

The CMO cautioned
individuals eligible to have
vaccine appointments
postponed.

“More and more persons
are coming forward to give
consent to receive this vaccine.
However, if you are
experiencing a cold, respiratory
tract infection, having a fever
we’re gonna ask you to
postpone vaccination, if you’re
pregnant or breastfeeding, we’ll
ask you to postpone also.”

CMO: Priority Groups Order
System No Longer Being Followed

In Vaccination Roll Out

History of severe allergic
reactions to any of the chemical
components of the vaccine has
also been noted as a
contraindication for taking the
vaccine.

Health centres in the
Federation have been identified
as the primary vaccinations
sites with 11 on St.Kitts and 6
in Nevis.

There has been 41 cases of
COVID-19 collectively with 29
on St.Kitts and 12 on Nevis.

40 individuals have fully
recovered and at present there
is only one active case.

(cont’d from last page)
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Mathematics
Language of God

Echoed by Mr. Alan Kaye. Scribed by Perryette Peets

Dear James Buchanan,
I congratulate your noble enterprise to memorialise and celebrate our happy, happy days and

thank you for the honour to participate.
What I remember well about you is that you played the piano fluently by ear. I refer to the piano

that was in the assembly hall of the western campus of the Basseterre High School (BHS).  I always
wondered why you never played for morning worship.

A second vivid memory of your highlights the distinction that we shared. That would have been
the two smallest male students in our first form class. That is, class 1B that commenced September
1968 and was homed in the room at the South East end of the Picard Wing.   The memorable occasion
was when the late Mr. Vincent Innis, our wood- work teacher, held you by the ankles in his left hand,
lifted you into the air and with his right hand swatted your behind with a Tenon saw.

That incident parallels the most memorable school- days incident I have of myself because it too
was about my left-handed lift up by a teacher that demonstrated our shared small -boy distinction.
Propitiously, my left-handed lift up also sparked my most profound intuition about the dynamics of
Nature, Life and God. I am compelled to relate it here and now.

My profound intuition was that Mathematics is the most accurate evaluator of the linkages between
cause and effect, thoughts and intentions, life and reality. The coordinated sum of such connections
is consciousness. Over the years I honed my intuition by investigating the arithmetic logic of the
relationships between Conventional, Binary and Unitary number systems. I call my intuitive pursuit
Quantum Phonemics (QP).A field of study that is allied to Artificial Intelligence, Trigonometry and
Theology. The main objective of QP is to devise a scientifically verifiable, fact-based, logical, cognition-
framework.

Recall that we were taught Binary in form 1B at the BHS. Mr. Allan Kaye (BRITISH VOLUNTEER
SERVANT OVERSEAS) from England was our math teacher. The text was entitled Mathematics through
Experience. My most profound memory from all my years at school occurred when I was the only
student who had not, as instructed earlier that week, acquired a graph exercise book in preparation
for Mr. Kaye’s introductory lesson on graphs. When asked aloud, so the whole class could hear, why I
did not have a graph book, I calmly conceded that my mother did not yet have the money (35 cents) to
purchase the book. Most likely I would get it on the weekend. It was a Thursday. Mr. Kaye was indignant.
His left hand grabbed me mid chest, jacked my eyes on level to his whilst his right hand shovelled 35
cents from his pocket and slapped the silver coins on my desk. Still gripped in eye-lock, he sternly
admonished that I buy the graph book from SPCK Book Shop after school that afternoon.

I say with sincerity and heartfelt gratitude that due to Mr. Kaye’s dramatic demonstration of
undeserved kindness that henceforth I associate Math with the positives in life.  Negatives and
dysfunctions result when our Math is deficient. On that perception I religiously persevered through
school with Math. I was bitterly disappointed when Math was my only failure at Cambridge O level
examinations. Consequently, I was not permitted to take the subject in sixth form.

I was bitter because I blamed my failure in said Math exam on the visceral convulsion that erupted
when I over-lapped my conviction that it is heresy that the x and y intersect on a graph is designated
zero, with Mr. Kaye’s assuagement that the o at the x and y intersect represents origin, not zero. Of
course! God, the Almighty One is the Ultimate Origin. So why misrepresent God, the Omnipresent
One, with zero, nothing. Logically, conventional counting, the old order, the old system of things is
fundamentally flawed and dysfunctional. Not in sync with God, nature and life. So too is conventional
Math and every ideology, philosophy and cognition rooted in it.

There are several remarkable progressions of this story.  On July 10th1969 Mr. Kaye married. Andrea
Warren (the salesperson from whom I purchased the graph book at SPCK Book-shop) at the St. Peter’s
Anglican Church.  Mr. Allan Kaye and Mrs. Andrea Kaye (nee Warren) now live in majestic paradise on
Nevis, Queen of the Caribbean.

 Mr. Kaye taught Sheyenne, my daughter at the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College. Before knowing
that he was my first, most inspirational math teacher in high school, she related to me that she was
impressed by his dramatic, impactful teaching method. That is how I learned that Mr. Kaye had returned
home to St. Kitts and Nevis. Sheyenne is a math teacher.

 The Binary number system that Mr. Kaye taught us in first form is central to my inspired, robust
appreciation of Quantum Phonemics (QP). As alluded above QP is the statistical evaluation of
correlations between abstract and physical realms. And this pursuit has significantly contributed to
my being a fulfilled, joyful human.

I pray that every person who is challenged by poverty or privation of any kind is not shamed nor
dismayed by his/her apparent disadvantage. Overcoming such adversities is a ticket to spiritual
paradise.  The life of Christ Jesus is irrefutable proof that one does not require enormous riches,
dominance and prestige to attain fullness of purpose.  He advised, happy are those who are ever
mindful of their need to be more spiritual (rational and empathetic) human-beings.

Also, I pray that we do not hold back from doing good to those to whom it is owing when it is in the
power of our hands to do it.

Dedicated with love to Mr. and Mrs Kaye.
Ps. Other noteworthy maths teachers Mr. Coulton Elmes, Mr. Wentworth Rogers, Mr. Sydney

Osborne, Mr. Foss and Mr. Cordingly.
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Sandy Point Fisherman’s
Marketing & Supplies
Co-Operative Society Ltd
Reactivation Effort

Hon. Eric Evelyn at Sandy Point Fish Co-op Shellfish Festival
After years of dormancy, the Sandy Point Fisherman’s

Marketing and Supplies Co-operative Society Ltd. is on the
rebound. From the 13th January to 17th February 2021, the
members actively participated in a series of training delivered by
the Department of Co-operatives. This training was to prepare
members for the reactivation of their fisherman’s co-operative
and to empower members to effectively manage their co-
operative.

The co-operative held a successful Shellfish Festival on Sunday

1st March, at Fig Tree, Sandy
Point as part of the climaxing
of the training and reactivation
process. The activity also
served as a fund raising event
and to announce the rebirth of
the Sandy Point Fisherman’s
Marketing and Supplies Co-
operative to the community.
The fisherman’s co-operative
received strong support for the
delivery of the Shellfish Festival
from the Department of Co-
operatives, the Department of
Marine Resources and CC4
Fish.  Patrons came from far
and wide to support this
inaugural move by the
Cooperative, and did not leave
disappointed.

The Honourable Eric
Evelyn, Minister of
Environment and Co-operatives
attended and participated in a
brief ceremony at the Shellfish
Festival. He expressed words
of congratulations and
encouragement to members of
the Sandy Point Fisherman’s
Co-operative and committed
his ministry’s support. Also in
attendance were Permanent
Secretary Ms. Sharon Rattan,
staff of the Department of Co-
operatives and Department of
Marine Resources.

The members of the Sandy
Point Fishermanâ€™s Co-
operative served up healthy
seafood delicacies including
lobster, conch, snapper and
shellfish among other things
much to the satisfaction of
patrons. Patrons were satisfied
with the event and called for it
to be held at regular intervals.

Sandy Point Fisherman’s Co-op members working the grill at Shellfish Festival
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As Pandemic Eases
Elsewhere Some
Caribbean States Face
Worst Outbreaks Yet
By Kate Chappell and Sarah Marsh

KINGSTON (Reuters) - In Jamaica, which won praise for
containing its coronavirus outbreak last year, patients now overflow
into corridors on chairs and stretchers in some hospitals, prompting
the Caribbean nation to open three emergency field hospitals.

Medical students checking door to door for people with symptoms
amid concerns about the spread of the coronavirus disease (COVID-
19) in Havana, Cuba on 24 February 2021. Photo credit: Alexandre
Meneghini (Reuters file).

While global new infections start to decline, a handful of
countries across the Caribbean, including the larger islands of
Jamaica and Cuba, are suffering their worst outbreaks since the
start of the pandemic following social gatherings over year-end,
quarantine violations by visitors and growing complacency.

The number of total confirmed cases has almost doubled in
the first two months of the year in Jamaica. It has risen around
fourfold in Cuba, eightfold in Barbados and around tenfold in St
Lucia and St Vincent and The Grenadines, according to Oxford
University’s Our World in Data database.

In one of the most tourism-dependent regions of the world,
authorities have had to reimpose lockdowns and curfews, while

reducing flights and hiking
quarantine restrictions, further
delaying a revival of their fragile
economies.

Some Caribbean nations
have started inoculating citizens
- thanks, in particular, to an
Indian donation of the
AstraZeneca vaccine - yet
broad coverage still looks far
off. Cuba is launching late
phase trials of two of its own
vaccine candidates this month.

“Once the capacity of the
health system becomes
threatened, we could see a
spike not only in the numbers
infected but also in those dying
from the disease,” Jamaican
Prime Minister Andrew
Holness warned in a broadcast
address to the nation on
Sunday.

The effect of COVID-19 in
Caribbean countries has been
mixed. In Jamaica, deaths have
risen 1.4 times since the end of
the year and now stand at 422.
Cuba’s death toll of 324 is well
under the world average per
capital - a statistic the
government largely puts down
to a good healthcare system
and experimental treatments -
but the number of deaths has
doubled there so far in 2021.

Tiny St Vincent and The
Grenadines registered its first
COVID-19 death this year and
has now had eight fatal victims.

While most the Caribbean
islands still have adequate
hospital capacity to deal with
the crisis, in Jamaica all beds
dedicated to COVID-19
isolation were full as of 26
February, according to the

health ministry.
Holness announced more capacity was being added and

lockdown restrictions tightened, including a new stay-at-home
order for those aged 60 and above and a ban on access to beaches.

“We are not coping. We are physically and emotionally
drained,” said a nurse who did not want to be named for fear of
losing her job.

SLOW VACCINE ROLLOUT
Caribbean leaders have complained about difficulty accessing

vaccines and hoarding by rich nations amid a slow rollout of
vaccines by the United Nations-backed COVAX alliance created
to ensure poor countries across the world are not left behind.

Jamaica, which has nearly 3 million inhabitants, will receive a
donation from India of 50,000 vaccine doses on or before Thursday,
Health minister Christopher Tufton said on Sunday at the briefing
alongside Holness.

The island nation should also start receiving its 124,800 doses
via the COVAX facility this month, and 1.8 million via the African
Medical Supply Platform from April.

But depending on which vaccine is secured, Jamaica still needed
to source up to an extra 1.5 million doses to fulfill its aim of
inoculating at least 65 % of the population by March 2022, Tufton
said.

The prospects for an immediate economic recovery in the face
of a slow vaccine roll-out are dim, said Therese Turner-Jones,
general manager of the Caribbean Country Department for the
Inter-American Development Bank.

“It’s going to be another difficult two years ahead,” Turner-
Jones said. “Absent a healthy environment, there is not much you
are going to do that will get back to business as usual.”

The Caribbean Development Bank said last Thursday it
projected growth of 3.8% in its 19 borrowing member countries
this year after a contraction of 12.8% last year, with vaccine
availability one risk to that forecast.

Still, Cuba could hold a ray of light. It already came through
for the Caribbean in terms of sending doctors to neighboring islands
throughout the pandemic.

Now, the regional biotech heavyweight says it is already mass
producing two of its four vaccine candidates in order to launch
late phase trials in March.

Should its vaccine candidates triumph - becoming the first Latin
American homegrown COVID vaccines to be approved - then
its neighbors and regional allies could benefit.
Reporting by Kate Chappell in Kingston; Additional Reporting by
Sarah Marsh in Chester, UK, and Rob Edison Sandiford in
Bridgetown; Editing by Alistair Bell.

THE CONVERSATION (Academic rigour, journalistic flair) Edn: UK - Health &
Medicine - Monday 1 March 2021

Why Breastfed Babies Have
Improved Immune Development -
New Findings
By: Dr Gergely Toldi, MD, PhD,
         University of Birmingham

Our study revealed breastfed babies had twice the number of
regulatory T cells. Photo credit: SeventyFour ( Shutterstock).

Life outside the womb is
tough - not least because of the
many bacteria, viruses, and
other pathogens that can harm
a baby. Not only does a
babyâ€™s immune system
need to be able to recognise and
eliminate pathogens, it also
needs to be able to distinguish
harmless substances and helpful
bacteria important for health -
such as those in our gut
microbiome, which help break
down foods and protect us from
pathogens.

Breastfeeding is known to
be important for a baby’s
immune development, and is
also linked to numerous long-
term health benefits, such as

lower rates of obesity, asthma and autoimmune disorders compared
to those who were formula fed. But, until recently, researchers
haven’t quite known why the immune systems of breastfed babies
are better equipped compared to formula-fed infants.

Our latest study may have the answer. We found that
breastfeeding is important for helping babies to de-velop important
immune cells in their first weeks of life. These immune cells, known
as regulatory T cells, provide balance in the immune system by
controlling its response to pathogens, and preventing autoimmune
responses (where the immune system mistakenly attacks your
body).

We studied blood and stool samples from a cohort of 38 healthy
mother and baby pairs. All babies in the study were born by elective
Caesarean section and samples were taken at birth and at three
weeks of life. We found that the population of regulatory T cells
was nearly twice as abundant in breastfed babies at three weeks
of age compared to babies who were formula-fed. This shows
that these babies’ immune systems are better equipped to know
which pathogens they should attack and which pathogens are
harmless to the body. We demonstrated that this change is likely
to be driven by interaction with the mother’s cells during
breastfeeding.

 During pregnancy, the immune systems of the mother and
baby are known to interact via cells moving through the placenta.
Our results show that their immune systems continue interacting

(cont’d on next page)
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Regulatory T cells balance the immune system. Image credit: Ratlos
(Shutterstock).

after birth via breastfeeding. We uncovered this by isolating immune
cells from both the mother and baby, and growing them together
in the lab.

The baby’s cells were less likely to see the mother’s cells as
foreign if the baby was breastfed compared to formula-fed - an
effect mediated by regulatory T cells. This means that the baby’s
immune system “tolerates” these maternal cells from breastmilk
and does not launch an immunological reaction, like it would do
with any other foreign cell.

The early development of regulatory T cells is likely to be a
key element in effective immune function in later life. This response
is essential in preventing allergies, where the immune system
mounts an undesirable response against harmless substances, and
decreasing the risk of autoimmune disorders, where the immune
system reacts against the body’s own cells.

Regulatory T cells are also of great importance in building an
effective gut microbiome, which evolves gradually after birth. If
the immune system eliminated, rather than tolerated, these gut
microbes in early life, several of their beneficial health effects
would be hindered. For example, this could lead to digestive
problems, or could increase the risk of intestinal infections.

We also examined the composition of the gut microbiome in
stool samples collected from babies at three weeks of age to
understand how it is linked with immune development. We found
subtle but important differences between breastfed and formula-
fed babies. Two distinct bacterial strains, Veillonella and Gemella,
were more abundant in samples of breastfed babies. These strains
are known to produce short-chain fatty acids which are essential
for the development and normal function of regulatory T cells.
Greater presence of these strains in the gut may contribute to
regulatory T cells being more abundant in blood samples of
breastfed babies.

Although the number of participants in our study may appear
small, we worked with a unique cohort of babies, creating the
largest study of its kind to date. But our study also had some other
shortcomings. For instance, we only followed up participants up
to three weeks of life. It will be interesting to see in future studies
how long the observed changes are present for in the immune
system, and whether the number of regulatory T cells equalises in
later life between breastfed and formula-fed babies.

And, while we intentionally studied babies born by Caesarean
section to observe a group exposed to as similar birthing conditions
as possible, it will also be interesting for future studies to see
whether our observations are also true for babies born by normal
delivery.

While breastfeeding is recommended for infant nutrition by
the World Health Organization, there are of course many reasons
why a mother may need to formula-feed her baby. And in most
developed countries, this alternative is safe for babies, and the

composition of many infant
formulas is frequently changed
to be as close to breastmilk as
possible.

Although it’s unlikely that
breastmilk can ever be fully
mimicked, research like ours
may help to guide the tailoring
of formula milk to offer better
health advantages to all babies.

About the author: Dr Gergely
Toldi is a Consultant
Neonatologist with The
University of Birmingham, with
clinical responsibilities at The
Birmingham Women’s Hospital.
Hungarian by birth, he is now
resident in The United
Kingdom. He pursued
undergraduate studies from
2005 to 2011 at the Faculty of
Medicine of Semmelweis
University in Budapest,
Hungary. He graduated with an
MD (summa cum laude) in the
field of General Medicine. One
year later (in June 2012) he was
admitted to the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) by
the same institution. His Thesis
was ‘The Investigation Of
Short-term Lymphocyte
Activation Using Flow
Cytometry. He is a board
certified Paediatrician
specializing in Neonatal
Medicine. Dr Toldi is an
enthusiastic researcher and
devoted scientific group leader
in the field of Immunology,
aiming to answer research
questions spanning from his
clinical experience leading to
better diagnostic and treatment
strategies of neonates, pregnant
women and patients with
autoimmune disorders. He has
presented numerous peer-
reviewed publications and
presentations at international
scientific meetings, served on
the organising committees of
various conferences, and
fosters collaborations with
researchers from Hungary,
Germany, Finland, Japan and
Ireland. He supervises the
scientific work of PhD and
undergraduate students, and is
involved with the practical
training of medical students. In
2012 he was selected for the
Scholars Program of The
International Society for the
Advancement of Cytometry,
and in 2015 recipient of the
Junior Prima prize in Hungary.
Dr Toldi is part of the Young
Physician Leaders program of
IAMP, a Board Member of The
German Society for Cytometry
(DGfZ), and, since 2016, has
been a member of the Global
Young Academy. He joined
The Conversation on 25 July

Why Breastfed Babies
Have Improved
Immune
Development...
(cont’d from last page)
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organisation that would benefit from this article, and has disclosed
no relevant affiliations beyond his academic appointment.
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Ireland, general funders such as HEFCW, The Royal Society,
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This article has been republish under Creative Commons licence.
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From The
Supervisor of

Elections
Vol. II Issue No 12:
The 2021 Annual
Register of Voters

The 2021 Annual Register of Voters list was released on
January 29th, with 48,666 electors. There were 36,309 in St. Kitts
and 12,357 in Nevis.  This represents a 4.2% increase on the
2020 Revised Register overall, a 4.35% growth in St Kitts and a
3.8% increase in Nevis.  Of course, this list will be decreased
when the names of dead persons are removed; and may be
decreased even further depending on the results of any objections
that are made.

Constituency # 8 (Cayon to St Peters) climbed to 7,037 voters,
representing 14.45% of all voters, followed by Constituency # 9
(St Johns) with 6,479 or 13.3% of voters.  These two constituencies

therefore control more than a
quarter of all voters.
Constituency # 10
(Gingerland), by contrast, has
1,783 voters or 3.7% of voters.
The smallest constituency in St.
Kitts is #5 (Sandy Point),
containing 3,146 voters (6.5%).
What these numbers reveal is
consistent with what the
previous list was showing.

The greatest growth was in
Constituency #1 that had an
increase of 367 persons over the
2020 Revised Annual Register
of Voters (RARV) or 6.4%.
Next was Constituency #8
(Cayon to St Peters) with an
increase of 353 persons or
5.3%. Constituency # 7 had 19
new persons (0.5%). For Nevis,
there were 230 new persons in
Constituency #9 (3.7%
increase) and St James’/St.
Thomas’ was also very active
with 186 new registrants or a

4.8% increase.  Gingerland, Constituency 10, traditionally a slow
mover, had 37 new persons (2.1% increase).

Objections to registrants were received in 7 of the
constituencies, 1, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 11.  In four of the constituencies,
2, 4, 6 & 10, there were no objections whatsoever. There were
495 objections total, suggesting an “error” rate of 1%.  Put more
positively, at first glance, the ARV is 99% accurate.  Besides, of
the 495 objections, more than half - 260 or 52.5% - were objections
were claiming that the person is dead.  The remaining 235 objections
will be adjudicated by the Registration Officers in the next two
months.

For those who are interested in information per island, there
were 239 objections in Nevis for a suggested error rate of 1.9%.
Of these objections, 82 (34%) are claimed to have died, according
to the objectors.   Meanwhile, with 256 objections in St Kitts, the
error rate is 0.7%. and roughly 70% of the group had allegedly
passed away.  In other words, the Voters List is relatively clean.

There is no requirement to produce an annual register for the
districts in Nevis, but for persons who are interested, St Paul’s
has 2,204 voters, St. Johns has 4,275 voters, St Georges has 1,783
voters, St. James has 2,470 voters and St Thomas’ has 1,625
voters.  This will become the foundation of the Voters list should
elections be called this year; this along with all of the eligible
monthly activated voters from December 2020, onwards.

This is yet another way to ensure one person gets one vote in
the right place.

MedicalXPress - Home - Pediatrics - 3 March 2021

Vaping Marijuana
Associated With More
Symptoms Of Lung
Damage Than Vaping
Or Smoking Nicotine
By: Laura Bailey,
       University of Michigan News Office

not to the same degree as
vaping marijuana, she said.

“In short, it is all bad but if
you also vape cannabis you
have a greater number of
unhealthy respiratory
symptoms than if you just
smoke cigarettes or marijuana,
or vape e-cigarettes,” Boyd
said. “Without a doubt,
cigarettes and e-cigarettes are
unhealthy and not good for
lungs. However, vaping
marijuana ap-pears even
worse.”

Boyd and colleague Philip
Veliz, U-M research assistant
professor of nursing, wanted to
explore the asso-ciation of
unhealthy respiratory
symptoms among US
adolescents currently using
cigarettes, e-cigarettes or
cannabis and who had vaped
cannabis within their lifetime.

Adolescents who reported

vaping marijuana were roughly twice as likely to report “wheezing
and whistl-ing” in the chest than those who did not. Current use
of cigarettes, e-cigarettes and cannabis were associa-ted with
some respiratory symptoms, such as dry cough, but most
associations were not significant after controlling for vaping
cannabis.

The researchers also found that an asthma diagnosis was most
strongly associated with symptoms of future lung injury than
cigarettes, e-cigarettes, cannabis use and vaping cannabis. One
study limitation is that the researchers did not look at co-use of
vaping cannabis and the use of cigar-ettes or e-cigarettes.

“Future studies need to assess if it is the combination of vaping
both nicotine and cannabis that is creating so many respiratory
issues,” Veliz said. “It may be the combination of vaping cannabis
along with smoking cigarettes is what leads to the high rates of
respiratory symptoms among youthful marijuana vapers.”

Boyd and Feliz looked at self-reported symptoms from a sample
of adolescents ages 12-17 years, from the 2016-2018 Wave of
the Population Assessment of Tobacco and Health Study.
Symptoms were: wheez-ing and whistling in the chest; sleep
disturbed or speech limited due to wheezing; sounded wheezy
during or after exercise; and dry cough at night not associated
with chest illness or infection.
The study is scheduled to appear in the Journal of Adolescent Health.
Journal information: Journal of Adolescent Health
Provided by: The University of Michigan

Photo credit: CC0 Public Domain.
Adolescents who vape cannabis are at greater risk for respiratory

symptoms indicative of lung injury than teens who smoke cigarettes
or marijuana, or vape nicotine, a new University of Michigan study
suggests.

The result challenges conventional wisdom about vaping nicotine,
says the study’s principal investigator, Carol Boyd, the Deborah J
Oakley Collegiate Professor Emerita at the U-M School of Nursing.

“I thought that e-cigarettes (vaping nicotine) would be the nicotine
product most strongly associated with worrisome respiratory
symptoms,” she said. “Our data challenges the assumption that
smoking cigarettes or vaping nicotine is the most harmful to the
lungs. If we control for vaping cannabis in our analyses, we find
there is a weaker relationship between e-cigarette or cigarette use
and respiratory symptoms when compared to vaping cannabis.”

Boyd, who also co-directs U-M’s Center for Drugs, Alcohol,
Smoking and Health, stressed that the find-ings do not mean that
vaping nicotine or smoking cigarettes or marijuana are not bad for
you. These prod-ucts also produce symptoms of lung injury, but

MEDICAL NEWS
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DR. KENNEDY ALPHONSE
SIMMONDS, DR. DENZIL

LLEWELLYN DOUGLAS, DR.
TIMOTHY SYLVESTER HARRIS,
PRIME MINISTERS: PART (18)

BY: EARLE CLARKE

“True Democracy lies in the hands of the
Electorate, who can VOTE a representative into office
and, when that representative fails to perform, can
recall him her and choose another. If we can give you
the job with our   VOTES, we should be able to dismiss
you from that job if you are not performing
satisfactorily.”  - Kennedy Earle Clarke:

Dear Reader, as soon as some representatives are
VOTED into political office through our VOTES, they
automatically assume the role of the boss; anything they tell us,
docilely (easily managed), we must swallow hook line and sinker
without asking questions. We are living in an age of Technology
and large-scale information. If I am on my computer and I want
to find the meaning of a word or some other information, all I
have to do is to Google and the information stares me boldly in the
face. This means that with information more easily and readily
accessible (more reachable) today than in the 1960’s, it is much
harder for our politicians to get away with what they got away in
earlier years.

It is therefore incumbent (required) of us to be as informative
as possible to prevent them from pulling the wool over our eyes.
Whether we are staunch supporters or not, they can only display
this behaviour of superiority over us, if we allow them to. We
must always remind them that it is our VOTE which has them
where they are today and they should never attempt to forget this
historical fact. In my Series #17, I promised to outline the
VARIOUS ACTS OF TREASON inflicted by PAM on the
Country since its formation in 1965. As I stated, PAM was formed
in 1965 and contested the1966 General Elections. There was a
hotel which was to be constructed at Fort Thomas by PRINAIR,
an Airline out of Puerto Rico which operated the route Puerto
Rico to St. Kitts and whose officials fell in love with the beauty of
the island and decided to construct the hotel.

A leader of PAM and son of the  a founder of the Party, came
to the Circus where Taxi Drivers plied their trade and informed
the Taxi Drivers that PAM cannot afford to have the hotel
constructed at Fort Thomas, because it would hamper their success
at the polls. You could hear and see the Taxi - Men who depended
upon Visitors visiting our shores, praising up the official for a job
well done. It was there that I, Kennedy Earle Clarke who had

already left the fold of PAM
since 1965, got up and told that
official, “I used to sleep on the
floor and it seems as if you want
my children to come and do the
same thing. Those Taxi -
Drivers are illiterate and don’t
know that you are taking bread
out of their mouths. I cannot
support such a move by you!”

Afterward, Taxi-Drivers
were encouraged to run visitors
from our shores, because PAM,
which was heavily supported
by the sugar estate owners and
owners of all the big businesses
in Basseterre the Capital, was
making sure that the labouring
class stayed on the sugar
estates and worked for their
Massas. If Hotels were
constructed, it was feared that
there would be a mass
migration towards the Tourism
Industry and there would be
insufficient labourers to cut the
cane which produced the sugar.
In 1972, Earle Clarke who,
assisted by Pedro Douglas in
1966 and Mr. Val Mc. Comie
of the Extra Mural Department
of the University of the West
Indies, formed the FIRST
TAXI -DRIVERS
ASSOCIATION, brought the
Second Largest Tourist Boat -
“THE ILLE de FRANCE”
with 1,400 Tourists and 1200
Crew.

Michael Powell who joined
the Taxi Association in 1971,
became its President, LED A

BOYCOTT of my Tourist Boat “The Ille de FRANCE,” the Second
Largest in the world at that time in 1972. Because of my popularity
in training the St. Kitts Netball Team, which lost to Trinidad the
West Indies Netball Champion by just TWO MERE GOALS, I was
able to issue a call to private cars to come to my assistance, which
they did. The visit of the “ILLE de FRANCE,” ended up such a
GREAT SUCCESS that the Tourists, on their return to the USA
went on Radio, TV and the Newspapers praising up their trip to St.
Kitts. That advertisement of St. Kitts, led group to charter another
boat to visit this land of beauty, but I was not in charge of that
operation.

In 1973, 18 years after the Robert Llewellyn Bradshaw led
Government acquired the Frigate Bay Estate in 1955, a group of
Investors named INDELCO were invited to build up the Estate into
A Tourist Facility which included A Marina and Hotels. PAM went
around the Island decrying the Investors nastily, which caused
INDELCO to issue a statement that they do not have to be subjected
to that kind of abuse and, instead, journeyed to the Bahamas where
they invested in a similar project. PAM bears no LOVE, RESPECT
nor LOYALTY for St. Kitts for even when they gained Political Office
1980 - 1995 and brought the Casa Blanca Hotel here, which began
construction at the South East Peninsular in the early 1990’s, a
VERY BIG OFFICIAL of PAM encouraged those investors to hoist
anchor and migrate to Anguilla, where they constructed that hotel.

What A TRECHEROUS ACT by PAM, eh? You see, it is quite
evident that PAM bears no LOVE whatsoever for the ordinary folks
and will perform any treacherous act to keep them in their place.
Matthew 7:16 says, “Ye shall know them by their deeds!” Every
time the LABOUR PARTY tried to bring investment to the country,
PAM was always there to BLOCK it. Dr. Kennedy Alphonse
Simmonds took over the Leadership of PAM after its Leader Dr.
William Valentine Billy Herbert failed to win his seat in the OLD
ROAD or # 4 Constituency,

Dr. Simmonds was only tolerated because he was a Medical
Doctor. Dear Reader, you should have heard some of the comments
uttered by the so-called upper-class supporters of PAM claiming
that his mother is not even married to his father. When Dr. Simmonds
attended the Grammar School, he did so, after winning the LONE
SCHOLARSHIP for Boys in the Colony of St. Kitts- Nevis-Anguilla.
He could not befriend a Founder of PAM’S son who attended the
same Grammar School with him? It was only after he qualified as a
Medical Doctor and PAM was formed that he was invited on the
verandah of the founder of PAM. Not otherwise, because they were
from TWO DIFFERENT SOCIAL BACKGROUNDS.

Even when Dr. Simmonds became the Leader of PAM, he was
just the FRONT Man. Dr. William Herbert was still the de-facto (in
reality) Leader. When St. Kitts-Nevis became Independent in 1983,
Dr. Herbert was chosen as Ambassador Plenipotentiary (a person,
usually a Diplomatic Agent, invested with full powers to transact
business) It was only after the disappearance of Dr. Herbert in 1994,
that Dr. Simmonds assumed full control of PAM.

THE HISTORY LESSONS CONTINUE NEXT WEEK!
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CG Insurance T20
International Series:
Match 1
Pollard smashes six sixes in an over;
West Indies win thrilling contest

Thursday, 4 March 2021 - ST JOHN’S, Antigua - Captain
Kieron Pollard entered the record books as he smashed six sixes
in an over to give West Indies victory over Sri Lanka by four
wickets in the first CG Insurance T20 International on Wednesday
night at Coolidge Cricket Ground.

This was the West Indies Men’s team first T20I at this venue,
and they restricted the visitors to 131-9 off their 20 overs. In
reply, the home side motored to 52 off the first 19 balls thanks to
openers Evin Lewis (28) and Lendl Simmons (26). Then, spinner
Akila Dananjaya took a hat-trick as West Indies slipped to 54-3.

Pollard arrived at the crease and immediately changed the
tempo. He hit Dananjaya for six massive sixes in the sixth over,
on his way to a match-winning 38 off 11 balls. He became the
first West Indian, and third batsman to accomplish this feat in

Kieron Pollard hits his sixth six. (CWI Media Photo/Philip Spooner)

Kieron Pollard takes a bow after scoring 36 in an over. Jason Holder looks on. (CWI
Media Photo/Philip Spooner)Akila Dananjaya celebrates his hart-trick. (CWI Media Photo/Philip Spooner)

international cricket. The others
are: Yuvraj Sigh of India against
England in ICC World T20
tournament in 2007 and
Herschelle Gibbs of South
Africa against The Netherlands
in the ICC Cricket World Cup
2007. Pollard was named the
CG Insurance Man-of-the-
Match.

Pollard’s first six set the
stage ...it was a huge slog-
sweep over midwicket, while
second sailed straight back
over the bowler’s head and
onto the sightscreen. The third
cleared long off and then the

fourth was deposited over wide long-on. His left hand came off
the bat for the fifth but he still had enough power to muscle the
ball over the legside boundary. The bowler went around the wicket
for the sixth ball, but Pollard simply flicked it over deep midwicket
and celebrated by taking a bow.

The West Indies reached their victory target off 13.1 overs,
scoring 134-6. Jason Holder sealed the victory with a big six to be
unbeaten on 29. Earlier left-arm seamer Obed McCoy was the
best bowler for West Indies with 2-25 off his four overs.

Highlights available here https://bit.ly/2LQTuxt to Caribbean
viewers on West Indies YouTube channel from today at 4pm ECT/
3pm Jamaica.

Obed McCoy took 2-25. (CWI Media Photo/Philip Spooner)

Upcoming matches
Friday, March 5: 2nd CG Insurance T20   International at CCG.

   First ball is 6pm (5pm Jamaica Time)
Sunday, March 7: 3rd CG Insurance T20 International at CCG.

     First ball is 6pm (5pm Jamaica Time)
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By Vigilante

FAIR SHARE FOR ALL SCOOPS

Some people are saying that they
are waiting for the Cuban vaccine.
Others are waiting on the one from
Johnson & Johnson.  I don’t know
about the rest of you, but I am waiting
to get my jab when the vaccine that
Timothy deposited US$800,000.00
on, arrives in the federation. As soon
as that one comes, I’ll be in the line.
Not first, but in the line.

No one can fault me for waiting.
Even the CMO did not rush to be first
in line for her jab.  She waited to see
because she knows that there are “lot
of unknowns” to quote her, about the
vaccine.  But as the CMO, she
couldn’t wait, like me, for the one that
is on order.  Had she waited any
longer, it would have raised more
eyebrows than it has already raised.
But me, since no eyes are on me, I
will get mine when the vaccine for
which my hard earned tax dollar is
paying, is sent to us.

I heard the CMO promise to turn
the vial with the vaccine to us, so that
the public could see that she was in
fact getting the vaccine and not water
as some members of the public feel is
being injected into the top officials in
the photo ops.  These top officials
do not live on the moon.  They must
know that globally, persons have been
questioning and protesting, calling the
pandemic a hoax.  Consequently, any
vaccine would be met with the same
skepticism and suspicion so achieving
“herd immunity” would never be an
easy task.

And when we have a government
like the one we have now, how can
we suddenly expect them to be honest
and above board about the virus and
the vaccine when everything else that
they do is always shrouded in secrecy
and bobol?

Who can forget the Stem Cell and
Herpes Scandals that happened under

Team Unity’s watch?  Many persons
believed then that truck loads of
money passed under the table and
many persons believe now that truck
loads of money are still passing under
the table. This government doesn’t do
anything for free.

The cliched “deafening silence” of
the government following the near
catastrophic hacking of National Bank
has done nothing to restore our
confidence in anything that they say
to us.  Misinformation, disguised as
information, is only given to us when
their backs are against the wall.  So
why do they expect us to believe
anything they tell us?  Especially
anything to do with the vaccine.

So I am very sorry, but I am not
going to be any pawn in any “Vaccine
Diplomacy”.  When a country like
India with over 300 million of its 1.366
billion  population living on less than
US$2.00 a day, can be giving away
millions of vaccines FREE OF COST
to poor countries, I have to scratch
my head in puzzlement.

And with frontline workers in India
like doctors and nurses refusing to
take the vaccine

because of concerns about data to
support its effectiveness, I am fortified
in my determination to wait until the
vaccine for which we deposited
US$800,000.00 arrives here in our
federation.

And while I have absolutely no
information whatsoever about the
vaccine that is on order, that is to say
I do know the name, the
manufacturer, the place of
manufacture or how effective it is
against the virus, I am waiting.

And even though I have absolutely
no idea whatsoever when the vaccine
is coming, I am waiting because I
believe that the vaccine, in all
probability, is coming soon.

INDIAN, CUBAN AND
KITTITIAN DIPLOMACY

* Is everyting de man try to get way from tekking
de jection.  But Humpty Dumpty tell him dat if he
want to be able to come by him a Tuesday night
time, he gon have to get he jab.
* Dey saying de jab dem not a must.  But den
dey telling people dat nutten gon kip for dem if dey
don’t tek de jab.
* Christmas coming early for de Holly and de
Ivy.  Dey say dat de frilly mout deputy giving him
all de wuk dem in all he ministry.  Dey say dat dey
estimate to paint de stamp place at half a million
dollars when de Holly and de Ivy and de Frilly know
dat it was a $60,000.00 job.
* De man who like to welcome people sending
out letter to tek way people land.  Dey say dat is
because dey give one single piece a land to bout
ten different people just before elections, is who
pay first getting de land.
* De letter forcing de people dem to fence up
de land before dey could get it.  And dey telling
dem what to fence up de land wid.  If dey carn
fence it wid wire and blocks, dey tekking de land
from dem.
* De letter telling dem dat dey got to get de
land value.  When dey done, dey got to pay 10% a
de value.  So if dey carn fence de land and pay de
10%, dey tekking back de land from dem.
* De letter dat de man sending out totally
different from de letter dat Mable other half did sign
and send out to people in May last year.  All she did
tell de people dem to do was to survey de land and
bring back de survey plan before a month pass.
* Dey say dat wid all dat de people dem got to
do, poor people ain’t gon be able to afford to do it.
And people in de know say dat Humpty Dumpty
looking land to give de monkey people to plant de
marijuana because he and he family have almost all
a de shares in de business.
* Dey say dat nobody can get de killa on she
phone now.  Dey say it come like she change she
number and got everybody block.
* Dey say she say dat dey have car to drive
and dey on de peace.  She ainâ€™t know what
nobody calling her for and what else dey want. So
even she other half meeting people and threatening
to bang dem up.
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Local Union Official
Completes Training
In Social Dialogue
 By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Friday 5th March 2021) - First Vice
President of the longstanding St.Kitts-Nevis Trades & Labour
Union Mr. Larry Vaughan has successfully completed certified
training in social dialogue which was offered by the International
Labour Organization (ILO).

The intense five-week course was conducted between 9th
November and 11th December 2020, covering more than 40 labour
relations concepts and the related ILO standards and
recommendations.

As a course participant, Mr. Vaughan examined the ILO
doctrines and their relationship with national laws, policies and
practices.

The training which is normally offered at the International
Training Centre of the ILO in Turin, Italy was conducted virtually
to accommodate more than one hundred participants worldwide
who were unable to travel and interact.

Annually, the ITC conducts capacity building training
programmes that assist governments, employers and workers to
strengthen their collaborations in the pursuit of national economic
and social improvements. The training, in its new format, still
allowed for some interaction among the participants as the face-
to-face sessions of past years did.

Mr. Vaughan undertook sessions in labour relations, collective
bargaining and workplace cooperation; the role of collective
bargaining in ensuring a system of sound industrial relations; labour
relations in the public sector; enhancing the role of tripartism and
national dialogue institutions; the setting of wages through collective
bargaining and its links with productivity; the role of social dialogue

during crises, especially the COVID-19 pandemic; and improving the collection of data on industrial
relations for evidence-based policy-making among other topics.

The culmination of his training was a paper that was submitted on the policy implications of
social dialogue as it pertains to Saint Kitts and Nevis. In his capstone paper, Mr. Vaughan considered
the importance of regularising the work of the national tripartite committee which is led by the
Ministry of Labour as well as the introduction of a public service union that would bring about better
relations between government workers and the state as well as more worker friendly policymaking
and implementations.

Mr. Vaughan is a career public servant and social activist. He is also the First Vice President of
the St. Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour Union. His training in and understanding of social dialogue
will help the Union to better engage its social partners and the state in improving the labour relations
in Saint Kitts and Nevis through enhanced levels of consultation and negotiation.

The St. Kitts-Nevis Trades and Labour Union and this publication congratulate Mr. Vaughan on
this achievement. We look forward to congratulating more of our nationals on attaining ILO certification
in the future.
Photo: Larry Vaughan (official Union photo)
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