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Bus Association President:
Capacity Confusion Could
Have Been Avoided
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts
(Thursday 10th June 2021)
- Members of the bus
association fraternity in St.Kitts
have yet to be contacted to give
input on the way forward
concerning the government’s
recently implemented 50%
capacity measure for the public
transportation system.

President of the West Line
Bus Association Nicholson
‘Rambo’ Webster speaking on
Freedom FM’s ‘Issues’
programme aired on
Wednesday 9th  June 2021 gave
an update, sharing that the
capacity confusion- which
lasted ‘over a week’ before
being cleared up- could have
been avoided if
representative(s) of the bus
associations were part of the

transportation board.
‘We have a situation and I have been keeping quiet on it since

January where they formed a new transportation board last year.
The bus associations was never invited to nominate its members.
That is what was supposed to happen; the bus associations

Hold Fast -
Take Good Care

The COVID-19 virus has been showing up in almost
all countries of the world, and, in several cases, in new
variations. Indeed, it can accurately be said that several
places have experienced repetitions or new waves.

Here at home we are experiencing an outbreak that is
much worse than what we experienced previously.

In the face of this grave danger the incompetence of
our government has been laid bare for all to see. Sadly,
those who do not want to see will not see.

While the danger grows rapidly on a daily basis
members of the regime become ever more ravenous, and
are daily spending even more time indulging in their self-
aggrandisement pursuits, allowing the functionaries to
take the heat. After all, that is what they are there for! At
least, so it is in the minds of SCHEME UNITY.

Many of our people are now seeing for themselves,
the true nature of the naked emperor and his henchmen
(and women), about which we tried to warn the
unsuspecting, over and over again. They now realise that
they placed their trust in some truly unworthy creatures,
and their pain is more than most can imagine.

That those revelations have been made manifest at the
same time when we are suffering from the effects of
COVID is a heavier burden than many can bear.

Yet, in the face of all that, the regime continues to
‘play games’ with our people, and while posturing as if
they are responsible and caring individuals, they continue
to mercilessly rip-off our people and our country.

Dear people of St Kitts and Nevis, so much more is
taking place than what meets the eye, and about which
we are constrained from giving any details.

The recent disclosures about the goings-on at the ports
are but the tip of the proverbial iceberg. More, much,
much more is going on. In time we will be able to provide
you with full reports, and we know that you all be shocked
as if hit by lighning bolts.

Sadly, ever so sadly, it is all about corruption, and acts
of the most disgraceful ripping-off of the people of our
beloved country.

Our entire governmental system has been bent and
coerced into the service of SCHEME UNITY. It is not
your government. In fact it NEVER was.

We have to struggle mightily in order to preserve our
nation. The task of restoring government to the service
of the people will be a truly monumental undertaking,
made ever more difficult by the attempts of the naked

emperor and his sycophants to hold on to
the ‘treasure throve’ which they are now
‘mining’ for all that it is worth.

In order to do so we first have to
maintain our good health. Let us therefore
exercise every precaution necessary to
keep COVID-19 away from ourselves and
our loved ones. Let us also take the
opportunity of extra time afforded by the
curfews to discuss matters with our
comrades, to read-up on matters wherever
necessary, to plan and prepare our various
courses of action, and to maintain the
strength and cohesive of our political

machinery.
Most welcome, and encouraging, was

the announcement yesterday by US
President Joseph Biden that his country
will donate vast amounts of vaccines to
more than one hundred countries of the
world, especially the poorer ones.

Let us all prepare and hold ourselves
in readiness to make the best possible use
of his generosity. That will be a great boost
to our efforts to stay healthy and prepare
to take our country back under the
people’s control.

President of the West Line Bus Association Nicholson ‘Rambo’
Webster. His Face Mask was removed for the purpose of taking the
photo for facial recognition (Spokesman Snap)

 SAVE  WATER

REDUCED OFFICE HOURS FOR
LABOUR SPOKESMAN OFFICE

Management hereby gives notice to members of the public that
effective Monday 14th May 2021, office hours will be reduced to

9:00Am to 2:30PM until further notice.

This comes in response to the community spread of COVID-19.
We apologise for any inconvenience caused, and look forward to

your continued service.

Let us all do our part to keep healthy.
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nominate two people to
represent them on the board.
That was not done.”

Webster continued: “As a
result of that if this was done,
we would of have proper
representation by the board
and there was not going to be
any confusion because there
was confusion over how many
people is half capacity. Now,
some bus have 14 passengers,
some bus have 15 passengers
so when you say half of
capacity, there is confusion
between 7 and 7.5. Now if we
had sit down now and come up
with the nest formula which
would have been two per row
and one in the front. It’s only
after I heard that people were
calling them (the board) after
the fact they come out and
change and everyday was
some change; some people
saying 8 [passengers], some
people saying 9 and then the
task force telling you one thing
and the police telling you a next,
and nobody knew what was
going on for over a week.”

As understood from
Webster, to date the confusion
has been cleared up. He said 9
passengers are allowed for a
15- seater bus.

He has expressed that the
right thing should have been to
involve the bus drivers initially.

â €œWe have not been
invited to sit and come up with
the measures for a collective
response as it relates to
community spread. It is a very,

very important point, and one
of the reasons why it is
important is because when you
listen to the rhetoric on the road,
you would get the impression
that the bus men and bus
drivers are unreasonable but if
you’re going to have an industry
that is going to be impacted but
you who is telling people out
there do the right thing are not
doing the right thing to consult
with the folks.”

Webster revealed during the
live interview session that “Up
to now to this date, I have not
received any calls from
anybody to sit down and discuss
a way forward.”

The West Line Bus
Association President is of the
view that having not consulted
the bus associations to put

together “a proper plan to
mitigate what is happening as
it relates to community spread

then that speaks volume of you [those in authority].”
On Friday 28th May 2021, bus drivers of the West Line Bus

Association and Sugar City Bus Association gathered for a meeting
in response to the capacity announcement made by Prime Minister
Dr. Timothy Harris on Tuesday 25th May.

Front Page Photo: A police officer seen on duty at the
West Line bus terminal along the Bay Road
(Spokesman Snap)

Bus Association President:
Capacity Confusion Could
Have Been Avoided
(cont’d from last page)
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CMO Talks Workplace
Safety, Vaccination Rate
In Outbreak Factors
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 10th June 2021)-Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Hazel Laws has listed two areas linked to the current virus outbreak in St.Kitts-
Nevis, namely the vaccination rate as well as workplaces not following the COVID-
19 prevention  and control measures.

She provided such details on Tuesday 8th June 2021 while appearing on
‘Leadership Matters’ aired on ZIZ having given an update from the Ministry of
Health that a total of twenty-five (25) additional cases were recorded within the
past 24 hours resulting in 66 active cases.

In addressing factors driving the outbreak, Dr. Laws, who is a member of the
National COVID-19 Task Force, stated: “Based on the information gleaned through
contact tracing, we realize that the private and public entities  and individuals,  they
are not adhering to the COVID-19 prevention  and control measures for example
the wearing of the facemask, hand sanitisation and evaluating employees upon
arrival at work at the beginning of the workday. What we found is that a number of
employees are showing up and are coming to work while experiencing flu-like and
COVID like symptoms.”

“Another factor is that the vaccination rate still remains below the herd community
threshold,” she added.

As part of the ministry’s way forward, she pointed out: “We need to engage the
key stakeholders to help public and private entities improve and adhere to the
COVID-19 prevention and control measures. We must press on with our national
COVID-19 vaccination programme.”

In relation to the report on cases, she said: “Last evening, we recorded 19

Chief Medical Office Dr. Hazel Laws

(cont’d on next page)
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additional cases of COVID-19 and today, received positive results for an additional
six cases. These 25 cases bring the total of COVID-19 confirmed cases 119 with
105 cases for St.Kitts and 14 cases for Nevis. We have registered 53 recoveries
so far  and four hospitalisations.”

Dr. Laws said all four patients are stable and that there are no COVID-19
related deaths.

The CMO disclosed: “The most recent cases include one imported case from
the Dominican Republic and one case from the Tyrell Williams Primary School
which is now cleared from an outbreak at this time. One case in particular is also

responsible for transmitting the virus to nine contacts. Such a case is referred to as
a super spreader. A significant number of the recent cases are involved in the
gaming sector. Approximately, seven entities have been impacted through the contact
tracing process. Approximately, 1460 individuals have been engaged by the Ministry
of Health through the contact tracing process.”

According to her, 870 of these individuals have been received from self-
quarantine and a remaining 590 are to be tested and discharged.

In highlighting five areas of successes and positives, she addressed prevention
of the virus spreading in schools, contact tracing, low positivity rate, no COVID-19
related deaths so far and the national vaccination programme.

“So far we have prevented the spread of the virus in our schools. So six schools
have been impacted so far and they have all been cleared from an outbreak.
Secondly, the contact tracing process is working. We have identified cases. We’ve
reached a number of contacts and prevented a significant number of cases already.
Our robust contact tracing process is preventing an expansion of this problem.”

Dr. Laws added: “At present, the positivity rate is still acceptable low.  It stands
at 1.6 % approximately. There are no COVID-19 related deaths so far. This reflects
the state of readiness of our health system. The Ministry of Health has updated its
clinical guidelines that provides the roadmap for care delivery of the persons impacted
by COVID-19. Our national vaccination programme is successful with 63.4% of
the target population covered by the first dose and 27.1 % of the target population
fully vaccinated.”

Speaking to the way forward, the CMO outlined that the Ministry of Health is
strengthening the contact tracing process by increasing the cadre of staff or
personnel who will be engaging the contacts of the cases.

Additionally, she talked about increasing testing capacity, noting that a mobile
unit will be added to the fleet and also increasing the number of case managers
who will be supported by the A&E [Accident and Emergency] physicians.

An isolation site and mobile app were also mentioned.
“We are establishing a COVID-19 isolation site and we hope to launch the

SKN mobile app that’s going to help us monitor cases and contacts.”
Front Page Photo: Used for illustration purposes only, this image shows
a worker at an AMAZON warehouse in the US wearing a facemask
(www.cnbc.com)

www.thelabourspokesman.com

CMO Talks Workplace
Safety, Vaccination
Rate...

(cont’d from last page)
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Dr. Wilkinson Frowns
Upon COVID Death
Rumour
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 10th June 2021)- “You could imagine
how tough that was on the patient, on the patient’s family et cetera [etc.]. I even
got calls and WhatsApp [messages] from in the UK [and] North America asking
if we got our first death...”€

So said Medical Chief of Staff at the Joseph N. France General Hospital and
member of the National COVID-19 Task Force, Dr. Cameron Wilkinson when he
appeared on the Tuesday 8th June 2021 episode of ‘Leadership Matters’ on ZIZ in
addressing  an area of concern on the topic of fake news in the Federation during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

This media house understands that a photo of a male COVID-19 patient had
been circulating via social media, specifically WhatsApp messenger, claiming that
he died from the illness.

Rumours going about indicated that St.Kitts-Nevis had recorded its first COVID
related death.

“This morning, as I do most mornings,  I called the specialist working on the
private ward to find out how the patients were doing, and I found that all four  were
stable and doing fine. I updated the CMO [Chief Medical Officer - Dr. Hazel
Laws], and I was shocked and surprised when I saw circulating on social media;
this news that one of the patients died with a picture, and I think it is very tough on
persons when they’re in the hospital fighting a deadly disease like this and then
turning the corner and doing well for persons to be spreading fake news with a
picture saying that the person is dead,” Dr. Wilkinson said.

He continued: â€œYou could imagine how tough that was on the patient, on the
patient’s family et cetera [etc.]. I even got calls and WhatsApp [messages] from
in the UK, North America asking if we got our first death, and for someone to be

doing that it must be a malicious attempt at what we’re doing and I want to [say to]
persons that we can have disagreements but we don’t need to be enemies and we
don’t need to misconstrue the information and especially when someone is in the
hospital and fighting to get better, let’s try and keep them out of those and stick to
the facts.”

Commenting on a caller’s question about the government’s response to fake
news, Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris said: “Well, I think in large measure that
is why we’re here tonight in part to be able to bring the facts and to have the
authorities and those most knowledgeable to inform the people. So part of our
response to the fake news is to keep the public abreast with what is happening in
the country, to be transparent about it and to explain as much to the people so that
they understand.”

“There will always be unfortunately, as we see it play out, some whom for
selfish motives, and for their own political agenda would want to have bad news in
the country.... Some have resorted to politicising the efforts even of professional
people in doing such a marvelous job of protecting our country,” he added.

Front Page Photo: Medical Chief of Staff at the Joseph N. France
General Hospital Dr. Cameron Wilkinson
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Zack Highlights
Importance Of Early Stage
Cultural Awareness
By: Precious Mills

BASSETERRE, St.Kitts (Thursday 10th June 2021) - Well-known Cultural
Preservationist Dr. Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett continues to play his part in cultural
awareness involving the nation’s youths which he says is important in keeping
culture alive in St.Kitts-Nevis.

“It is imperative that we preserve our cultural heritage and to motivate and
instill cultural awareness at an early stage [through youth education],” he says.

According to him, such will instill the sort of longevity within the schools and
also enable families to financially benefit as well especially during the tourism
season when the children showcase their talents to the visitors.

Nisbett shared his thoughts on the topic during an outing at the Tucker Clarke
Primary School’s  (formerly Newtown Primary) may fair held on Friday 19th May
2021 at the school’s premises which included performances featuring students of
grades one and two doing the May Pole Dance and the Cake Walk featuring the
Japanese girls characters.

Nisbett, informed reporters that he has been charged with the responsibility by
the Ministry of Culture over the past four (4) years in terms of preparing the
schools.

“The Ministry of Culture conducted a programme through the schools and it
was intentionally to get culture alive and awaken in the schools. Most of the schools
have cultural affairs. Some have [troupes like] David and Goliath, the Mummies,
the Clowns,  the Bull...”

Nisbett said the  Tucker Clarke Primary students learnt the cultural routines in
three (3) days saying: “Trust me. Let us give them a round of applause because
they have done well. The short practices and the dedication and the intention within.
We used Grade 2 and 1 in the primary schools, and we are destined to go into the
private schools as well.”

“If you want to get the schools moving you must be dedicated , must have the
application, the inspiration and the patience as well as the respect so that when you
call on the children you see them run coming and making [joyous] noise because
they want to be a part of.”€ Nisbett said.

The cultural preservationist applauded the involvement and interest of teachers.
He shared that  the cultural education in schools also attracts the interest of

many parents, noting that some of the parents complain and query about why their
child was not included as part of performances.

Nisbett said he attended the school in the days when it was located in the
vicinity of the St.Kitts and Nevis Fire and Rescue Services department in that

community where a church is currently under construction.
“I am very pleased with and proud of this school, and this school is my alma

mater and I have a passion for the school as well.”
He is of the view that the school has done well academically over the years

and that “lot of discipline is instilled in the students.”
Nisbett emphasized that discipline is key as it relates to the children’s involvement

in learning about and participating in the cultural folklore performances and overall
development of personal growth and cultural heritage upkeep.

Front Page Photo: Cultural Preservationist Dr. Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett
seen with students performers of the Tucker Clarke Primary School at
a May fair held on Wednesday 19th May 2021 at the schoolâ€™
compound (Spokesman Snap)

A photo highlight of the May Pole Dance (Spokesman Snap)

Large number of entries for
carnival slogan

The slogan, when finally chosen, will be used as part of the
promotions for the celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of
carnival, scheduled for December to January.

The Chair of the National Carnival Committee, Shannon
Hawley said “We are looking for something creative, concise and
catchy, and something that captures the rhythmic flavour of ourWhen the National Carnival Committee in St. Kitts & Nevis

launched its 2021 Slogan Competition back on May 13th, no one
expected that the support would have been as overwhelming, as it
has turned out, given the mood in the country at the time.

That call to action, however, seems to have resonated with the

public because the number of
entries this year, has been
very encouraging. After four
(4) weeks, the committee now
has the tough task of selecting
a winning slogan from 180
entries that were submitted by
80 participants.

carnival festivities.”
She explained, however, that

her team is still working hard
to define the type of celebration
that would be possible, but the
final decisions will be guided by
the prevailing COVID-19
situation.

The winner, when selected
in the coming weeks, will be
presented with a cash prize of
five hundred dollars.

National Carnival in St. Kitts
& Nevis was started in 1971
by the government, replacing
the previous Christmas and
original private carnival events
that dated back to 1957.

The deadline for entries was
Saturday, 5th June 2021.
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Child labour rises to 160
million - first increase in
two decades

GENEVA (ILO News) -  The number of children in child labour has risen to 160 million
worldwide - an increase of 8.4 million children in the last four years - with millions more at risk due
to the impacts of COVID-19, according to a new report by the International Labour Organization
(ILO) and UNICEF.

Child Labour: Global estimates 2020, trends and the road forward  - released
ahead of World Day Against Child Labour on 12th June - warns that progress to end child labour
has stalled for the first time in 20 years, reversing the previous downward trend that saw child
labour fall by 94 million between 2000 and 2016.

and Latin America and the Caribbean, COVID-19 is endangering
that progress.
© Rod Waddington
The report warns that globally, nine million additional children are
at risk of being pushed into child labour by the end of 2022 as a
result of the pandemic. A simulation model shows this number
could rise to 46 million if they don’t have access to critical social
protection coverage.

Additional economic shocks and school closures caused by
COVID-19 mean that children already in child labour may be
working longer hours or under worsening conditions, while many
more may be forced into the worst forms of child labour due to
job and income losses among vulnerable families.

“We are losing ground in the fight against child labour, and the
last year has not made that fight any easier.”

Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director
“We are losing ground in the fight against child labour, and the

last year has not made that fight any easier,” said UNICEF
Executive Director Henrietta Fore. “Now, well into a second year
of global lockdowns, school closures, economic disruptions, and
shrinking national budgets, families are forced to make heart-
breaking choices. We urge governments and international
development banks to prioritize investments in programmes that
can get children out of the workforce and back into school, and in
social protection programmes that can help families avoid making
this choice in the first place.”

Other key findings in the report include:
-         The agriculture sector accounts for 70 per cent of
children in child labour (112 million) followed by 20 per cent in
services (31.4 million) and 10 per cent in industry (16.5 million).
-         Nearly 28 per cent of children aged 5 to 11 years and 35
per cent of children aged 12 to 14 years in child labour are out
of school.
-        Child labour is more prevalent among boys than girls at
every age. When household chores performed for 21 hours or
more each week are taken into account, the gender gap in
child labour narrows.
-        The prevalence of child labour in rural areas (14 per
cent) is close to three times higher than in urban areas (5 per
cent).
Children in child labour are at risk of physical and mental harm.

Child labour compromises children’s education, restricting their
rights and limiting their future opportunities, and leads to vicious
inter-generational cycles of poverty and child labour.

To reverse the upward trend in child labour, the ILO and
UNICEF are calling for:

-        Adequate social protection for all, including universal
child benefits.
-        Increased spending on free and good-quality schooling
and getting all children back into school - including children
who were out of school before COVID-19.
-         Promotion of decent work for adults, so families donâ€™t
have to resort to children helping to generate family income.
-         An end to harmful gender norms and discrimination that
influence child labour.
-         Investment in child protection systems, agricultural
development, rural public services, infrastructure and
livelihoods.
As part of the International Year for the Elimination of Child

Labour, the global partnership Alliance 8.7, of which UNICEF
and ILO are partners, is encouraging member States, business,
trade unions, civil society, and regional and international
organizations to redouble their efforts in the global fight against
child labour by making concrete action pledges.

During a week of action from 10 - 17 June, ILO Director-
General Guy Ryder and UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta
Fore will join other high-level speakers and youth advocates at a
high-level event during the International Labour Conference to
discuss the release of the new global estimates and the roadmap
ahead.

Key Resources
* 2020 Child Labour Global Estimates: Executive Summary
* Video: Global progress to end child labour has stalled
Source: ILO Newsroom

The report points to a significant rise in the number of children aged 5 to 11
years in child labour, who now account for just over half of the total global figure.
The number of children aged 5 to 17 years in hazardous work - defined as work
that is likely to harm their health, safety or morals - has risen by 6.5 million to 79
million since 2016.

“The new estimates are a wake-up call. We cannot stand by while a new
generation of children is put at risk.”
Guy Ryder, ILO Director-General

“The new estimates are a wake-up call. We cannot stand by while a new generation of children
is put at risk,” said ILO Director-General Guy Ryder. “Inclusive social protection allows families to
keep their children in school even in the face of economic hardship. Increased investment in rural
development and decent work in agriculture is essential. We are at a pivotal moment and much
depends on how we respond. This is a time for renewed commitment and energy, to turn the corner
and break the cycle of poverty and child labour.”

In sub-Saharan Africa, population growth, recurrent crises, extreme poverty, and inadequate
social protection measures have led to an additional 16.6 million children in child labour over the past
four years.

Even in regions where there has been some headway since 2016, such as Asia and the Pacific,
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PRESS RELEASE:

DETOXING SKN:
OVERCOMING
CHALLENGES POST
- COVID

The International Women’s Day 2021 theme Women in
Leadership: Achieving an equal future in a COVID-19 world has
ramped up the necessity for reassessing the role of women globally.
The United Nations Development Programme has been proactive
in collaborating female-owned businesses - Verve Connections
(NGO), and Brice-Roberts Business Consulting Services - by
supporting this year’s auspicious, award-winning International
Women in Employment and Business (WEB2) conference which
will again be hosted by Windsor University School of Medicine.

With the key theme “Detox and Thrive - “ Sustaining Yourself
and Business Post-COVID”, this conference is at the forefront
of increasing the visibility of women in the workplace and this
year intends to deepen the engagement of women in the quest to
reduce the range of physical and psychological hazards in the
environment, given the deleterious consequences for women’s
health. Indeed, the severe impact of the pandemic cannot be
overlooked. More than ever, we are required to detox our minds,
our bodies, our relationships, our home and work environments
and even our wardrobes!

The keynote address will be given by our first female Kittitian
oncologist, Dr Merisa Grant-Tate, who has direct experience of
managing the impact of unhealthy environments on the steady
rise in cancers.  The need for solutions is increasingly urgent when
we consider the levels of toxins in the home, workplace and
general environment and the concerns about the poor quality of
foods.  When physical health is compromised, this has a negative
impact on our spiritual and mental health - an unhappy combination
for retaining a healthy workforce.

Dr Grant-Tate’s address is supported by research by Dr Guri
Tzivion who is a Professor of Molecular Biology, Genetics and
Immunology at Windsor University.  His work shows that although
cancer is the second leading cause of death in women in the
Caribbean, cervical cancer rates in the Caribbean are three times
higher than those seen in North America and Europe.  Recent
research in Europe links increases in the incidence of cervical
cancer to rising temperatures.  Dr Tzivion stated that “Increasing
public awareness through education, outreach and research
combined with improved prevention, early detection and treatment
will have a strong impact on alleviating this critical discrepancy.”

Ilis Watts, the National Co-ordinator for the SGP commented

that â€œwe chose
to co-sponsor the
c o n f e r e n c e
because the GEF
Small Grants
P r o g r a m m e
continues to
s u p p o r t
c o m m u n i t i e s ,
including women,
and their desire to
live and thrive in a
changing climate.”

Prof Jeune
Guishard-Pine, one
of the organisers of
the conference
sees it as timely,
citing her university
colleague in saying:
“Our genes are
significantly linked
to our immediate
e n v i r o n m e n t s
whether it be at
home or in the
workplace.  The
same environment
that gives us all the
good stuff can take
away our overall
well-being.  We all
need to learn how
to achieve a better
life and how to
maximise the
benefits of both our
home and work
e n v i r o n m e n t s
whether it be the
physical spaces or
the people we share
those spaces
with”.

What is evident
is that it takes great
leadership to adapt
and sustain the
changes that need
to be made in all

our lives, and the ‘silver lining’ of COVID-19 has been a catalyst for several
of those changes.  In tune with this reality, Mrs Brice-Roberts launches her
book: â€œLeading through Coaching - “ A Practical Guide for Managers and
Other Leaders”.

The 2-day conference will be brimming with ideas on how to de-tox the
home and the workplace, how to create more environmentally sustainable
tourism products and services, how male and female staff and managers can
partner for success, and a special youth session on how to sustain their
motivation in a challenging world, exacerbated by the pandemic.  It is slated
for June 18-19 and will include a roster of both local and international speakers
including ace entrepreneur Dr Tamu Browne, top Business & Diversity
Strategist, Dr Sybil Allen from Canada and from the tourism industry, Prof
Donna Chambers from Jamaica on the 18th and jump-start coaching sessions
on the 19th.  Enquiries and bookings can be made for the conference by
contacting Euphemia Brice-Roberts via  brbusinesscoach@outlook.com or
Jeune Guishard-Pine via guishard@windsor.edu.
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OECS Premieres a
Special 40th
Anniversary
Production “OECS
for Me”
Media Release

Tuesday, June 8, 2021 - It was a weekend of celebration
and laughter, as hundreds viewed the premiere of the Organisation
of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) 40th Anniversary Production
on regional integration “OECS for Me” in Kweyol.  The English
version of the production is scheduled to be premiered on Saturday,
June 12, at 7pm on the OECS You Tube TV, and Sunday June 13,
at 3pm on the OECS Facebook page.

The production featuring the renowned Che Campeche
theatrical group, highlights key stages of Eastern Caribbean
integration, and the impact of this movement on the lives of
everyday people living in the OECS Region.

The overall objective of this project is to increase awareness
of the OECS Economic Union and the wider OECS integration
movement.

The project also aims to highlight some of the key deliverables
of the OECS Commission, OECS institutions and organisation,

namely, the Eastern Caribbean
Central Bank, the Eastern
Caribbean Supreme Court, the
Eastern Caribbean Civil
Aviation Authority and the
Eastern Caribbean
Telecommunication Authority.

The OECS Director
General, Dr. Didacus Jules, in
his remarks on the importance
of creating such a production,

highlighted the need to “create a narrative that connected with
the public street in humor and in substance, to build awareness of
the benefits that regional integration has brought into the lives of
ordinary citizens.”

The production is available on the OECS TV on YouTube.
Several OECS Government Information Service (GIS) television
channels, will also feature the production on June 18 2021, at
8pm, in commemoration of OECS day.

The production is co-funded by the 11th European Development
Fund’s Regional Integration through Growth Harmonization and
Technology (RIGHT) Project.

Oceans - the last frontier for OECS
States
Media Release

of the OECS on the Blue Economy. Diez characterized the natural
assets in the coastal and marine environment in the OECS as
major drivers of growth in terms of revenue, jobs, food security,
and coastal resilience.

Speaking directly to the relevance of the Mapping Ocean
Wealth initiative, Diez said some of the innovation and science
that The Nature Conservancy (TNC) has developed for the
OECS, give a better understanding of the seascape, and will guide
the expansion of ocean activities in a way that is more responsible
and sustainable. Diez says it is critical to expand ocean data
because in the absence of data, it becomes extremely difficult for
countries to manage oceans, formulate policies, and minimize
negative impacts. The Mapping Ocean Wealth seminar discussed
ocean mapping data, tools, maps and models which make ocean
science more accessible to policy makers at the national and
regional level, and give a better understanding of the true value of
the coastal environment.

Director of The Nature Conservancy in the Eastern Caribbean
- Dr. Sherry Constantine, described the work undertaken by TNC
for the OECS as transformative and designed to advance marine
spatial planning and Blue Economy initiatives in the region. TNC’s
work includes the production of several maps downscaled to the
country level, including maps of coral reefs for recreation and
tourism; coral reefs for fisheries value; distribution and value of
recreational fisheries; and nature dependent tourism.

Among the findings is that Coral Reefs in the five CROP
participating countries attract 143,100 visitors and generate
US$118.3 million in revenue annually. Nature dependent beaches
in the five countries generate US$318 million per annum. Whale
and Dolphin watching in Dominica, Grenada, Saint Lucia, and St.
Vincent and the Grenadines generate US$6.2 million annually.
Given these statistics, OECS States were asked to carefully
balance coastal development and conservation and to weigh the
‘opportunity cost’ of ‘losing nature’ to ‘development.’ Globally,
coral reefs generate US$36 billion in revenue annually.

The virtual seminar was attended by marine and coastal
planners and data managers, representatives from various sectors
including fisheries, environment, blue economy, green economy,
as well as tourism stakeholders in the OECS. Global and regional
partners collaborating with the OECS on various Blue Economy
initiatives also attended the virtual seminar which was held under
the theme for World Oceans Day 2021, ‘life and livelihoods.’

Wednesday, June 9, 2021
- As the Organisation of
Eastern Caribbean States
(OECS) celebrates 40 Years of
Integration for Progress and
Sustainability, the ocean is being
touted as “the last and best hope
for a prosperous and
sustainable future for Member
States.”

So says Chamberlain
Emmanuel - Head of the
Environmental Sustainability
Division at the OECS
Commission. Addressing a
Mapping Ocean Wealth virtual
seminar to mark June 8 as
World Oceans Day, Emmanuel
said the OECS has been at the
forefront of championing the
Blue Economy approach in the
region. He cited the formulation
of the St. George’s Declaration
of Principles for Environmental

Sustainability in 2001, the adoption of the Eastern Caribbean
Regional Policy (ECROP) in 2013, and the launch of the Caribbean
Regional Oceanscape Project (CROP) in 2017, as “significant
milestones in our journey towards effective ocean governance
and sustainable ocean economies.”

Emmanuel credited regional and global partners for helping
the OECS on the journey to transitioning to a Blue Economy. He
said: “With support from the World Bank, the Global Environment
Facility, the Government of Norway, The Nature Conservancy,
The Commonwealth Secretariat, the Caribbean Regional Fisheries
Mechanism, the Caribbean Natural Resources Institute, and other
key regional and international collaborators, we are strengthening
the capacity of our Member States in the areas of ocean
governance and marine spatial planning, and we are enhancing
the enabling environment in support of a Blue Economy.”

Emmanuel surmised that the Mapping Ocean Wealth Seminar
provided an ideal forum “to showcase, share, and strengthen our
knowledge and capacity to manage and explore the untapped
possibilities of our vast ocean space, and to further the process of
making the shift from Small Island States, to embracing our
potential as large ocean economies, supporting life and livelihoods.”

World Bank Senior Environmental Specialist and Task Team
Leader for the CROP - Sylvia Michele Diez, commended the
OECS for having made great strides in strengthening Blue
Economy knowledge and analytics in the region. She singled-out
the OECS as a Blue Economy model to other regions. She
underscored that The World Bank has been a longstanding partner
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Three Ways Schools Can
Improve STEM Learning For
Black Students
By Dr James Holly,
PhD, Wayne State University

Applying cultural sensitivity in teaching STEM to
Black students can help them engage in the sciences
more. Pro-Black STEM classes can lead to more
Black scientists.

Editor’s note: STEM is an acronym for Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

won’t address the barriers Black students face. These
barriers include racial stereotyping, stressful academic
culture and other social and cultural factors. Some of
these issues are not unique to Black people, but
together they can create a particularly harmful
experience for Black students. When teachers
celebrate the successes of Black people in STEM,
they can also discuss the resources and opportunities
these individuals had or did not have while navigating
racism.

STEM education in its current form pushes Black
students away instead of addressing the racial and
socioeconomic problems within STEM classrooms and
broader society.

Black youths tend to have a strong sense of social
realities and a “soulfulness” that causes them to focus
more on people than objects. STEM educators can
train Black youths to utilize their emotional strengths
in designing problem-solving technologies that are both
effective and humane.

For example, Black-centered design, a race-
conscious application of human-centered design, allows
Black people to use their cultural knowledge to provide
scientific solutions to problems in their community.

However teachers choose to do it, Black identity
and culture should be seen as an asset to STEM
education and careers.

3. Teach with sociopolitical awareness

A teacher helping a student with a model wind-turbine.
Photo credit: Ariel Skelley (DigitalVision via Getty
Images Plus)

Black people make up just 9% of the STEM
workforce in The US. As a scholar who studies how
STEM educators can more effectively reach Black
students, I want to help all people develop an
understanding of how anti-Black racism is a significant
barrier for Black students learning STEM.

Who works in STEM? Black and Hispanic
Americans are vastly under-represented in STEM.

Ethnicity US Workforce STEM Employees
White 69% 65%
Asian 13% 6%
Black 9% 11%
Hispanic 7% 16%
Chart: The Conversation, CC-BY-ND. Source: Pew
Research Center.

Many scholars have argued that our current ways
of teaching STEM are bad for everyone because only
the experiences and contributions of white people are
discussed, but the negative effects are greater for
Black people.

Teachers frequently question the intellectual ability
of Black students and prevent them from using their
cultural worldviews, spirituality and language in the
STEM learning setting.

Still, Black people continue to boost STEM
knowledge across the world.

It is time to generate new teaching practices in
STEM that affirm Black students in a way that
connects with their lives.

1. Talk about Black excellence
The projection of ideas about who can who can

pick up STEM concepts is important. Research has
shown that many people think of engineers as white
men; therefore, seeing Black STEM professionals in
person or via media representation can build inspiration
among Black youths.

Although Black representation is essential, it alone

In 1992 Mae C Jemison became the first Black woman to
go into space. Photo credit: Thomas A Ferrara
(Newsday RM via Getty Images).

Many Black people throughout history have
achieved advanced STEM knowledge.

Dr Patricia Bath, an ophthalmologist who
developed laser technology used in treating cataracts,
and Steven Townsend, who has advanced awareness
of the benefits of breastfeeding, are just two examples.
But Black contributions to STEM predate American
enslavement. Recalling this history normalizes Black
success across STEM disciplines.

Educators must be mindful of how they tell Black
success stories in STEM.

When educators reduce examples of Black
excellence to just a few people, it perpetuates the myth
of Black exceptionalism, the idea that Black people
who are capable of success are rare. Individual
success stories can also portray these people as being
successful without assistance or serve as limited
representations. Instead, teachers can share varied
examples of successful Black scientists, technologists,
engineers and mathematicians, including local residents
and family members of their students.

2. Emphasize social skills
Although STEM professions require both social and

technical knowledge, technical skills are typically
valued more than social skills.

Math and science instruction often encourage
competition and rigor, which constrains students’ ability
to value differences in experience, style and problem-
solving approaches.

This also limits students’ ability to see how math
and science knowledge can solve social problems.

Furthermore, traditional math and science teaching
has punished Black students for how they speak and
live. This happens when teachers focus more on using
scientific language than on displaying scientific
understanding. Therefore, many Black students
become disengaged and lose interest.

Demonstrators hold Black Lives Matter signs during the
‘Justice for George Floyd’ march in 2021. Photo credit:
Kerem Yucel (AFP via Getty Images).

An abundance of resources can help teachers
develop curriculum that highlights the ways culture
influences how we learn and practice STEM.

One example is The Woke STEM Teacher, a
website where educators can get tools to include social
justice topics in their STEM curriculum.

Teachers can design or use enjoyable exercises
that prompt students to use STEM knowledge to solve
problems relevant to their lives outside of the
classroom. This allows opportunities for students’
communities to be used as spaces for STEM learning.

Also, the creativity of Black students may look
different from that of other students, so it is important
to develop a supportive approach.

Educators have used hip-hop, cosmetology, and
double-Dutch to demonstrate Black intelligence in
STEM.

I believe these simple steps are powerful ways to
shift STEM education toward better appreciating and
elevating the knowledge and contributions of Black
people in STEM.

About the author: Dr James Holly Jr, PhD, is
Assistant Professor of Urban Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics Education, in The
College of Education at Wayne State University. A
‘native’ of Detroit, he took his Bachelor of Science
(BSc) degree in Mechanical Engineering at Tuskegee
University in 2011, his Master of Science (MSc) in
Mechanical Engineering at Michigan State University
in 2014, and his Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree in
Engineering Education at Purdue University in 2018.
As a proud member of the ‘Warrior’ community, Dr
Holly participates in the formation of critically conscious
STEM educators that effectively utilize and support
the assets of urban non-white students. His doctoral
study was unique as it trained boys to think like

(cont’d on page 17)



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, JUNE 11TH, 202116 -  MEDICAL NEWS  -
Reuters - United Kingdom - Healthcare &
Pharmaceuticals - Thursday 10 June 2021

President Biden’s
Vaccine Pledge Ups
Pressure On Rich
Countries To Give More
By Andrea Shalal and Steve Holland

US President Joe Biden waves upon arrival on 9 June 2021 at
Cornwall Airport Newquay, Britain for the G7 series of meetings.
Photo credit: Phil Noble (Reuters).

The United States on Thursday raised the pressure on other
Group of Seven leaders to share their vaccine hoards to bring an
end to the pandemic by pledging to donate 500 million doses of
the Pfizer coronavirus vaccine to the world’s poorest countries.

The largest ever vaccine donation by a single country will cost
the United States $3.5 billion, but Washington expects no quid pro
quo or favours for the gift, a senior Biden administration official
told reporters.

US President Joe Biden’s move, on the eve of a summit of the
world’s richest democracies, is likely to prompt other leaders to
stump up more vaccines, though even vast numbers of vaccines
would still not be enough to inoculate all of the world’s poor.

G7 leaders want to vaccinate the world by the end of 2022 to
try to halt the COVID-19 pandemic that has killed more than 3.9
million people and devastated the global economy.

A senior Biden administration official described the gesture as
a “major step forward that will supercharge the global effort”
with the aim of “bringing hope to every corner of the world.”

“We really want to underscore that this is fundamentally about
a singular objective of saving lives,” the official said, adding that
Washington was not seeking favours in exchange for the doses.

Vaccination efforts so far are heavily correlated with wealth:
The United States, Europe, Israel and Bahrain are far ahead of
other countries. A total of 2.2 billion people have been vaccinated
so far out of a world population of nearly 8 billion, based on Johns
Hopkins University data.

US drugmaker Pfizer and its German partner BioNTech  have
agreed to supply The US with the vaccines, delivering 200 million
doses in 2021 and 300 million doses in the first half of 2022.

The shots, which will be produced at Pfizer’s US sites, will be
supplied at a not-for-profit price.

“Our partnership with the US government will help bring
hundreds of millions of doses of our vaccine to the poorest countries
around the world as quickly as possible,” said Pfizer Chief
Executive Albert Bourla.

‘DROP IN THE BUCKET’
Anti-poverty campaign group Oxfam called for more to be

done to increase global production of vaccines.
“Surely, these 500 million vaccine doses are welcome as they

will help more than 250 million people, but that’s still a drop in the
bucket compared to the need across the world,” said Niko Lusiani,
Oxfam America’s vaccine lead.

“We need a transformation
toward more distributed
vaccine manufacturing so that
qualified producers worldwide
can produce billions more low-
cost doses on their own terms,
without intellectual property
constraints,” he said in a
statement.

Another issue, especially in
some poor countries, is the
infrastructure for transporting
the vaccines which often have
to be stored at very cold

temperatures.
Biden has also backed calls for a waiver of some vaccine

intellectual property rights but there is no international consensus
yet on how to proceed.

The new vaccine donations come on top of 80 million doses
Washington has already pledged to donate by the end of June.
There is also $2 billion in funding earmarked for the COVAX
programme led by The World Health Organization (WHO) and
The Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI), The
White House said.

GAVI and The WHO welcomed the initiative.
Washington is also taking steps to support local production of

COVID-19 vaccines in other countries, including through its Quad
initiative with Japan, India and Australia.

MedicalXPress - Latest News - Oncology & Cancer - Thursday 10 June 2021

Researchers Identified The
Protein Responsible For
Cancer’s Aggressiveness

Dr Brian Cummings as he interacted with a student in a laboratory.
Photo credit: Dorothy Kozlowski (UGA).

Prostate cancer is the second most common cancer among
men, according to The American Cancer Society. It’s also one of
the trickiest cancers to diagnose and treat.

But new research from The University of Georgia has identified
a protein that appears to prevent the cancer from spreading to
and colonizing the bone, providing a new target for future
therapeutics.

“Unfortunately, prostate cancer that has spread to the bone is
very aggressive, often lethal and very difficult to treat,” said Dr
Brian Cummings, corresponding author of the study and head of
the College of Pharmacy’s pharmaceutical and biomedical sciences
department. “Even in cases of successful treatment, the patient’s
quality of life is severely lessened due to bone loss.”

Prostate cancer that hasn’t spread beyond nearby organs has
nearly a 100% survival rate, meaning almost all of these patients
will live at least another five or more years after their initial
diagnosis and treatment. But for men whose cancer has spread
to other organs or the bone, that five-year survival rate plummets
to 30%, according to The American Cancer Society. In The US
about one in every eight men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer,
and more than 34,000 men die each year from the disease.

The new study, published by Scientific Reports, focused on
cancer-associated fibroblasts, which are the most abundant type
of cell in tumors and are responsible for cancer growth and spread.
The researchers found that knocking out a specific protein,3 called
glypican-1, could prevent tumor cells from spreading into nearby
bone.

The study supports a previous report from Cummings’
laboratory suggesting that this protein may prevent tumor growth.
The researchers found that the protein doesn’t alter the cancer
cells5 themselves. Instead it affects a group of neighboring cells
called fibroblasts.

Fibroblasts are cells that help make up connective tissues in
people and animals. But fibroblasts can also be present in cancerous
tumors, where they facilitate cancer growth and spread.

To determine the glypican-
1 protein’s role in helping
cancer spread, the researchers
combined human prostate
cancer cells and human bone-
derived cells to examine how
the cancer cells transformed the
fibroblast. Then they genetically
modified the cancer cells and
the fibroblast to knock out the
protein. Without the protein, the
prostate cancer cells had
problems transforming the
fibroblast.

The study was the first to
demonstrate such a role for
glypican-1 and suggests that this
protein may have the same
effect on tumor growth in
people.

“Part of the significance of
this study is that it demonstrates
how cancer cells are able to
change their environment in
ways to facilitate their own
growth,” Cummings said.
“Prostate cancer cells alter
their environment so that they
can colonize bone. This study
identifies a role for a protein
that appears to inhibit the
harmful changes that prostate
cancer makes to the bone.”

“This protein appears to stop
the ability of cancer cells to
change their environment,
which decreases the cancer’s
aggressiveness. The fact that
this protein is found in the bone,
where many aggressive
prostate cancer cells reside,
further increases the potential
impact of this work.”

More information:
Sukhneeraj P Kaur et al,
Inhibition of glypican-1
expression induces an activated
fibroblast phenotype in a human

(cont’d on next page)
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THEN & Now

This forces me to ask another question, what was the difference
THEN and NOW? With little to no cases last year, we were
immediately placed on lockdown. During the height of the
campaign season, you had to be granted a pass to move about,
while some had the luxury of moving freely during the lockdown
because of who they supported. So, what has changed? The virus
has infiltrated our communities and the more testing and contact
tracing, the more positive cases are recorded because people are
still moving about spreading a virus, they don’t know they have!
So, was last year’s lockdown politically driven? Was it a reflex
action to the publicâ€™s panic? Either way, we are now facing
the consequences of a reactive government who only try to resolve
issues after the problem occurs. The Opposition is not on the
radio providing them with solutions, so they are left to figure out
the answers themselves.

It leaves me to question the leadership of the government. It
seems the opposition was right all along. The government clearly
lacks vision, competence, compassion, and good governance. I
hope the people of St. Kitts and Nevis are observing keenly. 25
cases in two days, highest ever recorded since the start of this
pandemic here in St. Kitts and Nevis, yet no effective plan of
action to curtail the spread. I guess fair share for all has taken on
a new meaning.
May God be with us.

The inevitable community spread that we all feared would happen, is now happening. A few
weeks ago, we recorded a case from a national with no travel history and it has been downhill ever
since. Rigorous contact tracing led to cases popping up in schools, businesses, and government
institutions. The health officials opted to ban all gatherings and close schools to limit the spread.
However, with people still moving around freely, a curfew was put in place to restrict the movement
of the citizens.

But I just want to ask, how effective has the curfew been when cases are STILL popping up?
One would think the sensible thing to do would be to do a complete lockdown and restrict all
movement. If you are roaming from 5am-8pm, you are at risk of contracting the virus from a host
who is unaware that they have it. However, if you are confined to your house and yard space, you
are less likely to contract the virus from anyone, as they would be in lockdown as well. People might
argue that the economy cannot handle another lockdown, but is our healthcare system prepared for
multiple patients who would become ill because the spread is not contained?

Engineers, not necessarily to become Engineers; thereby developing
transcendent critical thinking skills relevant for any career pathway or
aspect of life (eg, finances, relationships, athletics). As an educator his
research is focused on counteracting anti-Black racism in Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics education. He desires to
transform the way engineering is presented to Black youth, so that it is
empowering and helps them address the problems they experience in
their communities. His research explores how to teach the STEM
disciplines with a justice mind-set, the process of helping aspiring science
and mathematics teachers learn engineering, and how the personal stories
of Black people with STEM degrees can inform equitable STEM education.
His personal mission is to invest in the prosperity of black and urban
youth, by helping young people develop their physical, mental, and
spiritual capacities so that they may become mature individuals and
active members of society. With a keen awareness of the debilitating
effect of systemic racism on the lives of black Americans, Dr Holly
advances his mission through designing educational experiences that
stimulate young people’s intellectual growth, cultural competence, and
socio-political consciousness. He joined The Conversation on 26
February 2021.

Disclosure statement: Dr James Holly Jr does not work for, consult,
own shares in or receive funding from any company or organization that
would benefit from this article, and has disclosed no relevant affiliations
beyond his academic appointment.

Partners: Wayne State University provides funding as a member of
The Conversation US, which was founded by Binghamton University,
State University of New York, Boston University, University of California
and sixteen other US universities which saw the value of helping to
develop a new independent information channel that would also
showcase the talent and knowledge of the universities and research
sector. The Conversation also partners with leading institutions to help
with development of the service by funding specific projects. The Bill &
Melinda Gates, Alfred P Sloan, and Andrew W Mellon Foundations are
three of such partners.
This article has been republished under Creative Commons license.
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Taiwan News - Headlines - Government Policy - 6 June 2021

Foreign Minister Wu Talks
Taiwan-Japan Partnership At
FCCJ Event

(cont’d from page 15)

cell-line, Scientific Reports
(2021). DOI: 10.1038/s41598-
021-88519-7

Journal information:
Scientific Reports

Provided by: The
University of Georgia

(cont’d from page 16)

Foreign Minister Jaushieh Joseph Wu said on 3 June 2021 that
Taiwan will continue enhancing its relationship with Japan and
contributing to peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific as a reliable
partner and force for good in the global community.

impose its agenda on other
parts of the world by deploying
vaccine diplomacy as well as
economic and military
influence.

Given the country’s front-
line role in opposing China’s
coercion and military threat,
Taiwan fully understands its
responsibility to protect its
sovereignty and preserve its
democratic way of life, Wu
said, adding that the
government and people are
absolutely committed to self-
defense.

Solidarity and cooperation
are critical in deterring
authoritarian aggression, he
said, citing as an example
Japan’s efforts to take on
regional issues through the
Global Cooperation Training
Framework, which the country
has participated in as a full
member since 2019.

The minister also thanked
the government of Japan for its
strengthened support of
Taiwan, including its
unequivocal call for Taiwan’s
inclusion in the World Health
Organization.

Mentions of maintaining
peace and stability in the
Taiwan Strait made in joint

Foreign Minister Jaushieh Joseph Wu as he discussed Taiwan-Japan
ties via video conference during a press event organized by the
Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Japan on 3 June in Tokyo. Photo
credit:MOFA.

The international landscape has gone through tremendous
changes in the past few years, with Taiwan becoming a focal
point of the ideological rivalry and strategic competition between
democratic and authoritarian powers, Wu said.

Taiwan is committed to building even stronger cooperative
relations with Japan, The US and other like-minded partners to
meet current challenges and safeguard the shared values of
freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law, he added.

Wu made the remarks via video link during a news conference
organized by the Foreign Correspondentsâ€™ Club of Japan in
Tokyo.

According to the minister, China is exploiting COVID-19 to

statements of The US-Japan
Security Consultative
Committee and summit
meetings, as well as the Japan-
EU summit, are especially
significant, Wu said. Such
staunch support assures the
people of Taiwan that they are
not alone in confronting China’s
authoritarian expansionism, he
added.

In a tweet on its official

Twitter account, the MOFA
said: “Minister Wu’s @fccjapan
press event was one for the
ages. He broached all the big
issues & hammered home an
important message. #Taiwan &
#Japan are great partners in
dealing with nontraditional
security issues via the highly
effective Global Cooperation
Training Framework.” (SFC-E)
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BY: EARLE CLARKE  -  18|05|2021
“No volume of history is insignificant. Especially the

worst chapters.” Terri Guillemet:
Dear Reader, I pose the question, “Was there really a

10th of June 1967 in St. Kitts, where armed Anguillans came by
boat to assist PAM (The People’s Action Movement) in the
OVERTHROW OF THE 1966 LAWFULLY ELECTED
LABOUR GOVERNMENT OF THEN PREMIER ROBERT
LLEWELLYN BRADSHAW?” I am relying heavily for my
HISTORIAL FACTS on A BOOK written by TWO
ANGUILLANS - Colville L. Petty and A. Nat Hodge  - who
have presented a clear, detailed, vivid, precise account what took
place in St. Kitts on Saturday, 10th June, 1967. Before going into
the meat of my presentation, let me give a brief history about the
joining of Anguilla to St. Kitts.

In 1825, many, many moons before Comrade Bradshaw was
born (16|09|1916), ACT #21 of 1825 was passed, adjoining Anguilla
to St. Kitts, which was the larger of the two islands.  The
Freeholders (owner or proprietor of land) objected to this union,
for they felt that they would be relegated to the dictates of St.
Kitts Legislature, although they would have had a representative
there. In August 1872, Anguillans petitioned Queen Victoria that
they be ruled directly from Great Britain their Colonizer and again
in 1958, almost 4000 Anguillans signed a letter to the Governor of
the Leeward Islands, petitioning him that the Union between St.
Kitts and Anguilla be dissolved.

Comrade Robert L. Bradshaw came and met the Union
between St. Kitts and Anguilla intact and Nevis was annexed in
1883, after the sugar industry failed due to severe droughts and a
disastrous fire. It might be interesting to learn that Nevis was the
most prosperous island at one time, both economically and
culturally. The reason why the sugar industry in Nevis failed, was
due to the fact that a severe drought occurred and the clay soil of
Nevis became heated and burnt the roots of the sugar canes. St.
Kitts on the other hand, possessed soil from the various pre-historic
volcanic eruptions and so, was able to endure the drought much
longer. The volcanic ash from the eruptions, was more suitable
for the cultivation of sugar cane.

It must be borne in mind, that this annexation of Anguilla in1825
and Nevis in 1883, was purely the work and the will of the Colonizer
- Great Britain and that Black People who were voiceless and
voteless, had no say in it. It grieves my heart to hear the enemies
of the Working Class attributing the backwardness of both

annexations to the spitefulness
of Comrade Bradshaw and the
Labour Party, with the
Comrade promising bone in
rice and pepper in soup to both
Nevis and Anguilla. The enemy
which accused Comrade
Bradshaw of issuing those
statements could never pinpoint
a day, date, place, or event, on
which those threats were
issued. Comrade Bradshaw
had candidates running for
Elections in both Nevis and
Anguilla for the LABOUR
PARTY, so, why would he
foolishly go and make those
treacherous threats which
could harm the political
prospects of his candidates?

In returning to the subject at
hand, I must confess that it was
only on the formation of the
People’s Action Movement
(PAM) that all these allegations
surfaced, because PAM was
an extended arm of the
aristocrats (the anti- Working-
Class element of the society)
our former enslavers who
begrudged Comrade Bradshaw
in fighting them for better
working and living conditions on
behalf of the once enslaved. It
is a testifiable fact that the
Founder of PAM, A black man,
was often time referred by our
former enslavers as only black
of skin, but white of mind and
the only black person whom
they respect.

You see, dear reader, they
were infuriatingly (very
annoying, worrisome) and

mortally afraid that we, whom they once enslaved, living standards
would be improved to their level. That is why they were so fearful
of Mr. Bradshaw who could not be bought or sold and who stood
to defending the Rights of the Working Class, like the needle to
the pole, (unmovable and unshakeable) as all Champions of the
Workers world-wide should be. After the 1935 Buckley’s Uprising
and Trade Unions and Political Parties were legalized with the
visit of the Lord Moyne Commission of Inquiry to St. Kitts, the
Masses were all voteless. Only those who worked for a certain
salary or who owned property, were allowed to enjoy this right.

The LABOUR MOVEMENT fought tooth and nail in its effort
to ensure that this privilege became a RIGHT for the Working-
Class of the land to enjoy. They succeeded in doing so in 1952,
much to the chagrin (annoyance) of those who enjoyed the
privilege before. This was another reason for infuriating our former
enslavers for their privilege, was now transformed into a RIGHT
for their enslaved to enjoy, thus causing More HATRED AND
SCORN to be heaped upon Comrade Bradshaw and the Labour
Movement. Their inmost fears were being manifested vividly,
because their former enslaved were treading the road of progress,
for our former enslavers believed that it was their God-Given
right to have us as hewers of wood and drawers of water for
them..

Not only were the shackles and chains removed from their
hands and feet, no longer were their enslaved working under slave-
like conditions from sunrise to sunset, not only were their former
enslaved granted the right to vote like them, Mr. Bradshaw and
the Labour Movement were demanding that cash be paid as bonus
at the end of the year, instead of the usual pittance they paid to
their workers. Our former en-slavers could not stomach that.
Paying their former en-slaved workers in CASH, thereby
presenting them with the purchasing power to accumulate material
things even though these things were bought from their businesses,
because they owned the land and the businesses as well?

Our former enslavers were incensed at these progressive
moves for their workers because they visualized them wearing
garments like them and decorating their trash houses like their
mansions. So, when our Colonizer- Great Britain decided to thrust
a form of semi- Independence (Statehood in 1966) upon us, these
oligarchs were furiously enraged. The same Comrade Bradshaw,
the Champion of the Working - Class Struggle, would be in control
of the island and they could not stomach that thought, that idea.
PAM was formed and it started boasting that it was introducing A
NEW POLITICAL PARADIGM (new model) into the country.
The new Party (PAM) began demonizing Comrade Bradshaw,
calling or labelling him a dictator. They boasted that they represent
the rich and Comrade Bradshaw represented cane cutters, drain
sweepers, domestic servants and other poor people.

It is surprising how the poor Working-Class shouted and clapped
in glee, when this statement was uttered, thinking that they were
a part of the persons PAM claimed they represented.

THE DUCATION CONTINUES NEXT WEEK, GOD’S
WILLING!!!!

WAS THERE A
10TH OF JUNE IN 1967?

PART (1)
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By: FAIR SHARE FOR ALL

 - INSIDE SCOOPS -

By Vigilante

FAIR SHARE FOR ALL

SCOOPS

When in March 2020, we had two
cases of the virus in our federation,
Timothy didn’t simply lock down the
place.  He battened down like he was
expecting a Category 5 hurricane.

All borders were closed.  A state of
emergency was declared.  A 7pm to
6am curfew was put in place.  All
holiday leave for every soldier and
police officer was withdrawn.  Army
reserves were called out.  It seemed like
every single member of the security
forces was sent out on patrol armed to
the teeth.

Young men who were caught
defying the order to stay indoors were
severely beaten by the armed forces.
Soldiers in riot gear patrolled the
supermarket lines to enforce the social
distancing order.

Timothy wasn’t skinning no teeth.
Two cases of the deadly virus were two
cases too many and he was prepared
to do whatever was necessary to
prevent the spread of the virus.

Fast forward to May 16, 2021.  A
local with no travel history tested
positive for the virus.  That was Case
#46.  Next thing we know, the number
of cases in the federation catapulted
from 45 to a whopping 119!!!

The was virus in the schools.  In the
church.  In the bank.  The Police was
now mandated to issue tickets to
anybody caught in public without a
mask.

This time Timothy’s response was
quite the opposite.  No closing of the
borders.  No lock down.  A curfew was
imposed from 11pm to 5am and when
the numbers continued to increase, the
curfew moved to 8pm to 5am.

Logic should have dictated that in
a situation like this with obvious
community spread, Timothy would
have battened down the place
immediately.  The big question on
everybody’s lips is why not?

The answer is so obvious.
Elections are far away.  Too far away.

There is no need to keep out the
Labour supporters in the diaspora.
There is no need to control the
movement of the Labour politicians
and supporters within.

If elections were around the corner,
Timothy would have bolted down the
place.  Money would have been
“barking”.  So when he doesn’t lock
down the place and he keeps the
borders open, he doesn’t have to find
money to pay anybody anything.  No
stimulus.  No care packages.
Nothing.

Lindsay has already admitted to the
world that our country is broke.
“Dying” to quote him.  Timothy has
not denied it.

The big business community has
warned against locking down the
place, I hear.  Timothy is glad for that.
The small business owners can’t take
any lockdown either.  But both
groups know that a lockdown might
be the only way out of this community
spread conundrum.

The vaccine was supposed to be
the answer but it seems as if the more
the people take the vaccine, the more
the virus spreads.  We are very near
herd immunity, so things might change
for the better and no lockdown of any
sort would be needed.

Sanitize / Wear Your Mask
Wash Your Hands

LOCKDOWN, VACCINES
AND ELECTIONS

* Dey say dat neither de frilly mout deputy nor
de #4 misappropriator playing wid none a people
dat de bad wud ambassador put on de board dem.
Dey say dat is everybody dat was on he board dem,
get dey walking ticket.
* Is through de frilly mout deputy run
everybody off de electric lights board and run de
bad wud ambassador people dem what mek all de
story coming out now.  Dey say dat #2 and #4 gon
soon have to behave because is Humpty Dumpty,
de bad wud ambassador friend, dat keeping dem
outta 1840.
* But de street say dat is because de #2 and
#4 misappropriator dem run de bad wud
ambassador from dey party and de frilly mout
deputy tek over he business, he say dat he not gon
rest till he mash up all a dem.
* Dey say dat de frilly mout deputy get to hear
dat some big PAM people who did on he board
say dat he ain’t able.  So he show dem who able
and run dem.
* Off de mark a man say dat he not playing
wid Humpty Dumpty.  He say he got de chile
molester in de west saying on de Facebook dat he
in de closet and it not going so.
* De off de mark a man say dat if dey ain’t
want any catterflam dey better leave him alone.  He
say dat is cross de waters dey use to come to indulge
in dey hedonistic activity.  So if dey ain’t want tory
talk, dey better leave him alone.
* Through de A-Dree and de bad wud
ambassador on de side wid Humpty Dumpty, das
what mek de story come out dat #2 and #4 did
planning to run de A-Dree and bring een #2 people
dem.  Dey say dat de PAM royal family say dat de
A-Dree is a embarrissment and dey family need to
tek over.
* Dey say everyting dat happen at de press ting
dat Humpty Dumpty had did done plan in de house
up Mattingley.  Dey say dat dey plan to show
Humpty Dumpty who dey be and show de PAM
people dem dat four more dan two.
* De people dem say dat dey ain’t know how
much more dey could tek.  Dey say dat de man just
playing politics wid de whole ting.  Dey say dat
every day dey finding more and more people but
dey carn say nutten till dey reach herd immunity.
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England: Kick It Out and
Football Supporters’
Association urge fans to
‘drown out boos’
FROM BBC SPORTS
From the sectionEngland

England fans are being urged “to drown out boos with
applause” by the Football Supporters’ Association and
Kick It Out during Euro 2020.

England’s players were booed before their two friendlies in Middlesbrough last week while
taking a knee, which they do to highlight racial injustice.

“We would urge you to think about how booing impacts the players,” said Kick It Out chief
executive Tony Burnett.

“The issue we all want to address is tackling discrimination in football.”
The chief executive of the anti-racism organisation added: “That’s something we can and should

all get behind.
“Gareth Southgate and the England players have made their position really clear - they are

taking the knee as an anti-discrimination gesture, it is in no way linked to any political organisation.
“All of us England fans, myself included, want to see England succeed in the Euros, so we are

asking for fans at the games to drown out boos with applause and show the players we are behind
them.”
England taking the knee: Why some fans say they are booing players

FA plans video message to stop ‘incredibly disappointing’ booing
England open their Euro 2020 campaign against Croatia at Wembley on Sunday (14:00 BST).
“Fans who make their first act after the referee’s whistle booing their own team’s stance against

racism, should be ashamed of themselves,” said the FSA’s chief executive Kevin Miles.
“We would urge everyone to show solidarity once more by supporting the team, supporting the

players and supporting the knee.”
Booing was drowned out by applause before last week’s games, which former England captain

Rio Ferdinand said was “refreshing to see”.
“That’s the power of those people, because there’s more that are positive and understand the

reasons for players taking the knee,” he added.
“I’d shout to the fans to make sure you continue doing that because we want to be behind these

players.
“They’re taking the knee for the right reasons, so back them to do well in this tournament. They

need all the help they can get.”

Two-thirds agree the England team belongs to every race

England fans smiling at the team’s friendly with Romania in Middlesbrough
England fans were allowed to attend games last week for the first time since the pandemic
Kick It Out and the Football Supporters’ Association spoke out on the day that a new report

claimed following the England team can be unifying for people of
different backgrounds.

More than 5,500 English citizens were asked if the national
team belongs to people of every race in England, and two-thirds
of both white and ethnic minority respondents agreed.

Krept and Konan: ‘Everyone’s got a different idea of England’
Some 77% of white people asked agreed that being English is

open to people of all ethnic backgrounds who identify as English,
while 68% of ethnic minority citizens agreed.

However, 14% of white people said they believe only white
people can be considered English. The figure was 19% among
ethnic minorities.

The research was conducted on behalf of British Future by
the Centre for English Identity and Politics at the University of
Southampton.

Powell replaces
Bonner as concussion
substitute in 1st
Betway Test Match
against South Africa

Thursday, 10 June 2021 - GROS ISLET, Saint Lucia
- West Indies batsman Nkrumah Bonner has been ruled out of
the remainder of the first Betway Test match against South
Africa after sustaining a concussion. He has been replaced by
left-handed batsman Kieran Powell. The right-handed Bonner
was struck on the helmet whilst batting in the West Indies first
innings on Thursday and passed the on-field concussion
assessment. He subsequently underwent further medical
assessments under the CWI concussion protocols when he
came off the field.

Following these medical examinations, he was diagnosed
as having a concussion and ICC Match Referee Sir Richie
Richardson approved West Indies request for Powell to come
into the match as a concussion substitute.  As per the ICC
match regulations, Powell will be permitted to bat in the West
Indies second innings.


