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Learning From
America’s

Experiences
The ‘invasion’ of the United States Congress on Wednesday 6

January 2021 has left most persons, worldwide, in a state of shock
and bewilderment. That the occurrence could have caused such
reactions, and to such an extent, is due to the fact that so many
persons have been led to believe that America is something other
than that which it is.

At page 8 of this edition we are carrying an article captioned
‘The US Capitol Raid Exposes The Myth And Pathology Of
American Exceptionalism’, in which the writer, Professor Robert
Pruessen of The University of Toronto, reminds us of several of
the atrocities perpetrated over the centuries by those who have
governed the land of his birth.

While acknowledging that America has accomplished much
that is good and great and,

over the years, has made some significant contributions to the
world, he shows us that those accomplishments were made on
the backs, and through the sufferings and ruthless exploitation of
hundreds of millions of people.

From the earliest days of America’s ‘founding’ it is the true
majority who suffered terribly, while the minority grew ever richer
and enjoyed the ‘good’ things of life. In his words “Millions of
slaves were terrorized and abused beyond imagination. Tens of
thousands of Indigenous people were robbed of land, culture,
autonomy - and life.”

Even as their political leaders and avowed ‘reformers and
intellectuals’ espoused lofty sounding ideals, they invariably made
laws and employed other devices which enshrined their real
intentions and reinforced the stranglehold of the minority on the
majority.

Such an artifice is the Electoral College. The Federalist Papers
bear our the fact that it was written into the constitution in order
to ensure that if the people elected as president a person who the
aristocracy considered in any way unsuitable (or undesirable) the
College could be used to eliminate such an individual.

It worked well for the minority over generations, but eventually,
in 2016/17 it saddled them with Donald Trump, and they found
themselves endlessly bending and twisting, this way and that, often
to the point where they no longer knew themselves.

Most persons who belong to the political right-wing really do
not care about correctness, what is right, lawful or constitutional,
or even what is moral. They are purposeful, concerned with one
thing, and one thing only, namely having political power, and go to
any lengths, and do anything and everything, to get their get and
keep it firmly in their grasp.

The right-wingers then combine the political power with their
economic might, and they use both to wield power over the vast
majority. That abuse is not limited to America and its people. They
extend their control (and the attendant abuses) to the peoples of

other countries.
When it became clear that Trump had lost the

popular vote in the November 2020 general
elections, the extremists on the right lost their
minds. Hence their attempts to hijack the
confirmation process, seize and destroy the states’
electoral certificates, and murder the Vice
President, the Speaker, and many others.

In many respects those designs and attempts
remind us of Saturday 10 June 1967 right here in
St Kitts.

Ongoing investigations by The FBI and other
agencies, at both the national and state levels,
have already turned up information and proof that
the whole affair was planned, orchestrated, and
incited by persons at the highest levels.

It is now clear that some members of The
House of Representatives, and other elected
persons, were involved, and one even assisted
with a reconnaissance of the legislative chambers

the day before, namely Tuesday 5 January.
Reports also implicate the wife of a sitting

Justice of The Supreme Court, allegedly paying
for buses to transport hundreds of the
insurrectionists from distant points to that nation’s
capital.

What that sordid affair has done, amongst
many other things, is to rip away the facade that
has been concealing the true nature of so many
aspects of matters American. In the words of
Professor Pruessen it has exposed the ‘Myth
And Pathology Of American Exceptionalism’.

We, the people of St Kitts and Nevis, can
learn much from America’s recent experiences,
for we do have similar problems right here at
home.

Let us study the whole matter very, very
carefully, then develop plans and programmes
to take our country back from the right-wing
minority.

SKN Nationals Encouraged
To Increase Applications To
Study In Taiwan
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts
(Friday 15th January 2021)-
Nationals of St.Kitts-Nevis are
being asked to make good on
the annual opportunity to apply
for scholarship funding provided
by the government of the
Republic of China (Taiwan) via
the 2021 MOFA [Ministry of
Foreign Affair] Taiwan
Scholarship and Taiwan ICDF
[International Cooperative and

Development Fund]
International Higher Education
Scholarship Program.

Interested applicants
seeking a bachelor, master or
doctoral degree in Taiwan, are
encouraged to apply through
the Ministry of Education of St.
Kitts and Nevis, observing the
March 2021 deadlines.

Individuals 18 years or older
with a high school diploma or
above are qualified to apply.

Resident Taiwanese

Ambassador Tom Lee in
encouraging St.Kitts-Nevis
nationals to seek such an
opportunity to study in Taiwan,
told this reporter: â€œWe are
doing very well in terms of
COVID-19 not like other
countries right now they only
allow the distance learning but
Taiwan, you can still go to
school physically. Secondly, I
would say the quality of our
education is pretty good.â€€

He also pointed out that it is
a “very generous programme”

(cont’d on next page)



The Labour Spokesman      FRIDAY, JANUARY 15TH 2021 3 - LOCAL NEWS -

whilst noting the round trip airfare and stipend provided.
According to information coming from the Taiwan Embassy,

for the MOFA Taiwan scholarship, first year Mandarin learning
in Taiwan is mandatory before a degree program starts and all
the courses in Taiwan will be conducted in Mandarin except those
English programs.

Applicants must finish applying procedures at the Ministry of
Education before March 31st, 2021 for onward further review
and forwardness to Taiwan.

For more information, persons can contact the Embassy of
the Republic of China (Taiwan) at 465-2421 or check the following
websites: https://taiwanscholarship.moe.gov.tw/web/
scholarship.aspx# (Documents Download); https://
www.studyintaiwan.org/ (English Program List) and https://
www.mofa.gov.tw/en (“Scholarships & Fellowships” part in the
“About MOFA”).

For the ICDF International Higher Education Scholarship, all
the courses in Taiwan will be conducted in English.

Applicants are required to finish applying procedures with the
Ministry of Education of St. Kitts and Nevis before March 15th,
2021 for further review and forward to Taiwan.

For more information, persons are asked to check the Taiwan
ICDF website at: http://www.icdf.org.tw/
ct.asp?xItem=12505&CtNode=30316&mp=2  and click on the
Scholarship Program at flash icon, or contact the Embassy at
465-2421.

Ambassador Lee is calling on more individuals to apply to the
ICDF scholarship.

Notably, in 2020 there were thirty-four (34) applicants for
MOFA and ten (10) for the ICDF.

Altogether, fourteen nationals were selected  with nine MOFA
(9) awardees namely Chris Tyson, Clilia Davis, Jacinth Hunkins,
Jaleel Browne, Nigel Langley Jr., Selwyn Liburd, Kelso Clarke,
Yitzak Bass and Mandisa Orquidia Z.

The five (5) ICDF awardees were: Rondell Williams, Marquan
O’Loughlin, Tawanna Collins, Jahdel Danubii and Dylan Jacobs.

Front Page Photo: Resident Taiwanese Ambassador
Tom Lee (right) and Chief Education Officer Dr. Debbie
Isaac pose for a photo following the 2020 Annual
Monetary Taiwanese Scholarship ceremony  held in
December 2020 at the Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church Auditorium. This programme which collectively
features students from primary, secondary and tertiary
institutions as the recipients (Spokesman Snap)

SKN Nationals
Encouraged To...

(cont’d from last page)

Shark Attack Victim
Shares Update With
Public
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts
(Friday 8th January 2021) -
Details of the extent of injuries
sustained following a recent
shark attack involving a
resident female university
student  in the Federation has
been  shared publicly in an
update given as online
fundraising efforts-via
w w w. g o f u n d m e . c o m -

continue in an effort to cover
her medical expenses back in
the US.

Fresh information has
disclosed specifics about a
leg wound  as well as current
medical status and outlook for
recovery.

The shark attack victim
has been identified as Brook,
a final semester student at
Ross University School of

(cont’d on next page)
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Basseterre Street Vendors To Sit
On Committee To Address
Matters
By: Spokesman Newsroom

On the topic of street vending in Basseterre, he had this to
say: “The overcrowding of our street in Basseterre by illegitimate
vending, the exposure of our differently abled and elderly to risks
and hazards to the improper placement of vending facilities in
Basseterre must now be controlled.”

He added: “In our view, what is taking place in Basseterre is
not consistent with our vision of a beautiful and friendly city which
allows pedestrians and motorists orderly, easy and safe access
throughout our city.”

PM Harris stated that his government is in favour of small
businesses plying their legitimate trade.

“Infact, we encourage entrepreneurship, and it has been really
amazing to see the growth in official businesses, that is, people
registering [and] getting their licences etcetera year after years.”

He said last year (2020) there was a record high of over eight
hundred business licences being approved by the Ministry of
finance whilst noting that there were 600 plus the year (2019) and
about 400 at the end of 2014 to which he observed “so we have
come a very significant way.”
Front Page Photo: A fruits and vegetable vendor plying
her trade in Basseterre on the afternoon of Thursday
14th January 2021 (Spokesman Snap)

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts
(Friday 15th January 2021)-
Local vendors on St.Kitts have
been listed on a new
government committee that is
expected to address issues
surrounding street vending in
the island’s capital of
Basseterre such as challenges
experienced by those
differently abled and the elderly
as well as overcrowding by
unlawful vendors plying their
trade.

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris, while speaking at his
press conference, held on the
morning of Thursday 14th
January 2021, made remarks on

the subject matter during his opening address in pointing out that
street vending “has been a source of public concern for some
time.”

He informed that “to regain the best of beautiful Basseterre,
Cabinet has approved an inter-ministerial committee to examine
and report on the matter of street vending.”

The committee is said to be a broad based one which includes
representatives from the Building Board, the Ministry of Sustainable
Development, Justice and Legal Affairs, two vendors, the Royal
St. Christopher and Nevis Police Force, the Ministry of Agriculture,
the Chamber of Industry and Commerce, the Transportation Board,
the Inland Revenue Department and the Ministry of Health.

Speaking about the make-up of the committee, Dr. Harris
explained: “What we have attempted to do is to capture the
intergovernmental framework that deals with all the issues  that
emanate from street vending- Law enforcement, the cleaning up
afterwards , the health consequences, the consequences for traffic
for having our streets overlaid etceter... all of those we have
attempted to capture and we’ve sort to give those who are actively
involved an opportunity for their voices to be heard in the
committee. The government’s efforts then would be to bring a
comprehensive response, relying on what has worked; the all of
society approach in this regard.”

Police: Other People
Were Around
During Deadly
Thibou Avenue
Shooting
... Suspect
Questioned
By: Spokesman Newsroom

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts (Friday 15th January 2021)-
Information from police indicates that other people were around
during a recent shooting incident at Lower Thibou Avenue in
Central Basseterre that resulted in double murder of two young
men from the community.

Dead are 20-year-old Lamont Heyliger of McKnight and
19-year-old Jahquan Merritt of Fort Thomas Road who were
fatally wounded on Monday 11th January 2021 sometime after
6 p.m.

Police say “preliminary investigations so far have revealed

(cont’d on page 07)
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Veterinary Medicine.
Local officials say the incident took

place in the Narrows of St. Kitts-Nevis
sometime between 9:00am and 10:00 am
on Saturday 10th January 2021.

Readers to Brook’s gofundme.com-
organized by Paige Toussaint - learnt on
Tuesday 12th January 2021 that she
(Brook) was about to begin her final
semester of didactic learning at the Ross
University when “Unfortunately, due to
a scuffle with a shark, those plans have
changed.”

As told: “On Saturday, January 9,
2021, Brook was attacked by a tiger
shark while on her exercise swim with
her Saturday Swim Group. She
sustained injuries to her left leg where it
attacked, as well as her right hand that
she used to fight it off- punching it in
the nose and trying to gouge its eyes.
After an amazing rescue by the kayakers
and swimmers of the group, the coast
guard took her to the hospital for
emergency surgery. She has since been
transported to Houston where she is
being closely monitored. The recovery
process will be tough and lengthy, so we
appreciate any donations as expenses
are likely to be significant.”

On the morning of Wednesday 13th
January, Toussaint gave additional details
since Brook “would like everyone to
know.”

The update read: “Good morning
y’all, I know my original post didn’t really
give the best status of Brook’s leg, but
she would like everyone to know..The
damage done by the tiger shark was too
much to be repaired. There were no
pulses below the bite, so they had to
amputate. The shark’s last bite was 2
inches above her knee, so they’ve cut
above that.”

Toussaint continued: “Blood loss was
significant so she’s received two blood
transfusions, but those levels look good
now, so she shouldn’t need more. She’s
seeing a physical therapist and an
occupational therapist while she’s in the
hospital, and we’re looking into a
rehabilitation center for her to go to once
released.

“Thank you so much for the prayers
and the donations. We have received so
much support and are appreciative of
the many groups and individuals showing
such kindness.”

Up to Thursday 14th January, there
was $48,889 raised of a $100,000 goal
following the contributions by 567

donors.
Interested persons can visit https://gofund.me/27b9ad4f.

Photo: Shark attack victim Brook seen in the hospital (source:
gofund.me)

Shark Attack Victim
Shares Update With Public
(cont’d from page 03)



The Labour Spokesman          FRIDAY, JANUARY 15TH, 20216 -  FEATURE -
ScienceDailyÂ® your source for the latest research
news - Science News from research organizations

Ineffective ‘Learning
Styles’ Theory Persists
In Education

A new review by Swansea University reveals there is
widespread belief, around the world, in a teaching method that is
not only ineffective but may actually be harmful to learners.

For decades educators have been advised to match their
teaching to the supposed ‘learning styles’ of students. There are
more than 70 different classification systems, but the most well-
known (VARK) sees individuals being categorised as visual,
auditory, read-write or kinesthetic learners.

However, a new paper by Professor Phil Newton, of Swansea

University Medical School,
highlights that this ineffective
approach is still believed by
teachers and calls for a more
evidence-based approach to
teacher-training.

He explained that various
reviews, carried out since the
mid-2000s, have concluded
there is no evidence to support
the idea that matching
instructional methods to the
supposed learning style of a
student does improve learning.

Professor Newton said:
“This apparent widespread
belief in an ineffective teaching
method that is also potentially
harmful has caused concern
among the education
community.”

His review, carried out with
Swansea University student
Atharva Salvi, found a
substantial majority of
educators, almost 90 per cent,
from samples all over the world
in all types of education,
reported that they believe in the

efficacy of learning styles.
But the study points out that a learner could be a risk of being

pigeonholed and consequently lose their motivation as a result.
He said: “For example, a student categorized as an auditory

learner may end up thinking there is no point in pursuing studies in
visual subjects such as art, or written subjects like journalism and
then be demotivated during those classes.”

An additional concern is the creation of unwarranted and
unrealistic expectations among educators.

Professor Newton said: “If students do not achieve the
academic grades they expect, or do not enjoy their learning; if
students are not taught in a way that matches their supposed
learning style, then they may attribute these negative experiences
to a lack of matching and be further demotivated for future study.”

He added: “Spending time trying to match a student to a learning
style could be a waste of valuable time and resources.”

The paper points out that there are many other teaching methods
which demonstrably promote learning and are simple and easy to
learn, such as use of practice tests, or the spacing of instruction,
and it would be better to focus on promoting them instead.

In the paper, published in journal Frontiers in Education the
researchers detail how they conducted a review of relevant studies
to see if the data does suggest there is confusion.

They found 89.1 per cent of 15,045 educators believed that
individuals learn better when they receive information in their
preferred learning style.

He said: “Perhaps the most concerning finding is that there is

(cont’d on page 12)
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that Heyliger, Merritt and other persons were in a shed when an individual shot
both men.”

To date, a suspect has been taken into police custody for questioning in regard
to a recent shooting incident at Lower Thibou Avenue in Central Basseterre that
resulted in double murder of two young men from the community.

Two days later on Wednesday 13th    January, the police public relations
department informed that “one person is in custody assisting Police with
investigations into a fatal shooting incident that occurred at Lower Thibou Avenue.”

On the day in question, police say several units responded and that upon arrival,
Heyliger’s motionless body was met laying on the ground with what appeared to
be multiple gunshot wounds about the body.

Police say Merritt sustained a gunshot wound to the head and was transported
to the JNF General Hospital via the Emergency Medical Service ambulance.

Preliminary investigations so far have revealed that Heyliger, Merritt and other
persons were in a shed when an individual shot both men.

The District Medical Officer arrived at the scene and pronounced Heyliger
dead while Merritt succumbed to his injuries that same night.

Personnel from the Forensic Services Unit processed the scene and collected
items of evidential value. Investigations into the matter are ongoing.

Persons with information regarding this matter are urged to contact the Violent
Crime Unit by dialing 467-1887, 467-1888, 662-3468, their nearest Police Station
or the Crime Hotline at 707 where information can be given anonymously.

The deaths of Heyliger and Merritt are the first recorded homicides for 2021 in
St.Kitts-Nevis.
Photo: Homicide victims: 20-year-old Lamont Heyliger  (left) and 19-
year-old Jahquan Merritt

Police: Other People Were
Around During Deadly Thibou
Avenue Shooting
... Suspect Questioned

(cont’d from page 05)
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THE CONVERSATION (Academic rigour, journalistic
flair) - Edition: Canada - Politics - 7 January 2021

The US Capitol Raid
Exposes The Myth And
Pathology Of American
Exceptionalism
By Professor Ronald W Pruessen, University of Toronto

Greek and Latin roots of the
word “pathology” signal the
study of passions and diseases
- and the substantial popularity
of Trump’s extreme policies
and behaviours offers a
valuable diagnostic tool for
identifying American
pathologies.

To borrow from Freud, think
of the United States as a
“crystal.” A glittering crystal to
many minds - a “shining city on
a hill,” as former president
Ronald Reagan often described
it, drawing on early Puritan
imagery - widely celebrated
through three centuries as being
exceptional for its commitment
to liberty, equality, opportunity,
the rule of law, economic and
cultural innovation.

But the self-celebration of
American exceptionalism has
been hard to stomach during
the past four years as Trump
and phalanxes of enablers
(including congressional
Republicans) and admirers
(including maskshunning Make
America Great Again
adherents) have chipped away
at core values and past glories.
Before Joe Biden’s election, it
was all too easy to imagine that
the foundations of the famed
city on a hill were crumbling -
that the crystal was falling and
shattering.

Without minimizing Trump-
era damage, however, Freud’s
reference to “lines of
cleavage” that were
“predetermined by the crystal’s
structure” deserves attention.

Make no mistake: American
attributes and achievements
are real - opportunity and
tolerance for many, for
example, offering pathways to
education and economic
success as well as escapes
from wars and persecution.

But “many” has never been
“all” - and at every point in
American history, the number
of people unable to share in the
countryâ€™s blessings has

been tragically large.

DC National Guard as they stood outside The Capitol after Trump
supporters stormed the building on 6 January 2021 in an attempt to
overturn the US presidential election results. Photo credit: John
Minchillo (AP).

Looking at Donald Trump’s dangerous behaviour since he lost
the presidential election, it’s hard not to recall an observation John
Kelly made in 2018.

“He’s an idiot,” the former White House chief of staff said.
“He’s gone off the rails. We’re in Crazytown.”

“Crazytown” is not a one-man phenomenon, however: consider
Trump’s 74 million votes, Republican conspiracy theories, Ted
Cruz-led Senate shenanigans and the assault on The US Capitol
by those who’d come to Washington to disrupt the congressional
endorsement of the election results.

The departing president should be seen as the avatar of
American attitudes and behavioural predispositions, both
widespread and deeply rooted.

In a famous 1933 lecture, “The Dissection of the Psychical
Personality,” Sigmund Freud said: “Pathology, by making things
larger and coarser, can draw our attention to normal
conditions which would otherwise have escaped us. ... If we
throw a crystal to the floor, it breaks; but not into haphazard
pieces. It comes apart along its lines of cleavage into
fragments whose boundaries, though they were invisible, were
predetermined by the crystal’s structure.”

Freud was clearly talking about individuals in this lecture, but it
can be applied to political and social affairs in 1933: countries
broken by the Great Depression and the rise of Adolf Hitler.

As a historian I am also intrigued by what Freud’s observations
tell us about Trump’s homeland.
Diagnostic tool

Senator Tim Scott in the early morning hours of 7 January 2021 as
he looked at damage after rioters stormed The Capitol the day
before. Photo credit: Andrew Harnik (AP).

(cont’d on page 10)
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The true majority
In the earliest days of the republic, in fact, those who were

constrained or had pain and death inflicted upon them were the
true majority. National mythology tends to pay scant attention to
the founding decades in which women - fully half of the population
- had no rights. Millions of slaves were terrorized and abused
beyond imagination. Tens of thousands of Indigenous people were
robbed of land, culture, autonomy - and life.

Just like today, ideals were lauded in the 19th century - sincerely
in many cases - by political leaders, reformers and intellectuals:
Thomas Jefferson, John Quincy Adams, Ralph Waldo Emerson,
William Lloyd Garrison, Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Ideals had some
impact too: witness the end of slavery. But the impact was limited
as persistent prejudices and predispositions further deepened the
cleavages that went on marring the shining crystal. Some flaws
are particularly glaring and damaging, and persist today.

“Jim Crow” laws, rural lynchings and urban riots made it clear
that systemic racism hardly ended with the Civil War. Indigenous
Americans “squalid savages,” according to former president
Theodore Roosevelt, whose face is carved onto Mount Rushmore)
have also been continuously subjected to brutal land grabs and
cultural devastation.

Former president Richard Nixon’s “southern strategy” brought
racism politics into the late 20th century, with reinforcement by
Reagan and others. Reagan, in fact, once grumbled - to Nixon -
about anti-American rhetoric at the United Nations: “To see those,
those monkeys from those African nations - damn them, they’re
still uncomfortable wearing shoes.”

Chinese exclusion actions
beginning in 1882 and “yellow
peril” postulations became part
of a broader xenophobic
impulse in 20th century
America. This included
tightened overall immigration
restrictions in the 1920s,
resistance to welcoming Jewish
emigres in the 1930s, and
Japanese internment camps and
Zoot Suit riots against Latinos
in the 1940s. Anti-Muslim and
anti-refugee agitations in the
21st century - as well as the
“China flu” labelling so
embraced by Trump - have
been tapping into deep
wellsprings.

Treatment of women
The treatment of women

remains another crack in the
crystal of American ideals.

Not until 1920 were women
across the country able to vote;
it wasn’t until the 1930s that a
woman was appointed to a
cabinet post (Frances Perkins
as secretary of labor). Not yet
have women achieved even an
approximate proportionate
presence in Congress or
corporate headquarters;
women still currently hold less
than 30 per cent of seats in
Congress.

Such deeply rooted

The US Capitol Raid
Exposes The Myth And
Pathology Of American
Exceptionalism

(cont’d from page 08)

Mali President Moussa Traore and his wife join as they joined
Ronald and Nancy Reagan at a state dinner at The White House in
October 1988. Photo credit: Scott Applewhite (AP).

prejudices and passions have always dimmed the glowing aura of
American values and achievements. They also continue to risk
the crystal breakage that Freud’s description of pathology suggests.

Antique chisels and hammers remain at hand - and Trump
allies and wannabes are still energetically wielding them. This is
not a problem unique to the United States, of course, but its historic
character warrants more attention than the departing president’s
talent for monopolizing the spotlight, throwing tantrums and inciting
violence often allows.

About the author: Dr Ronald W Pruessen is currently
Professor of History at The University of Toronto, where he has
served as The Munk School of Global Affairs and Public Policy’s
Director for International Partnerships & Research, and as Chair
of the Department of History. In 1968 he was admitted to the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) by The University of
Pennsylvania. His primary research and teaching interests are in
20th century US foreign policy and international relations. Early
work focused on the Cold War (eg, John Foster Dulles: To the
Threshold, 1888-1952), but attention to both transatlantic relations
and US-China tensions led him toward research on the over-
arching global perspectives of post-1945 US policy makers, as
well as the historical roots of ‘globalization’. Professor Pruessen
has also developed a strong interest in the relevance of historical
research and analysis to the definition of current global challenges
and the design of policies to address them. His current research
projects include ‘Cake Walks with Tigers: Choosing War and
Making Mistakes, from John Adams to Donald Trump’. The book-
length study places the Iraq and Afghanistan wars into a longer-
term trajectory of misguided decisions, considering both the
consequences and the sources of problematic policy-making.
Particular attention is paid to a penchant for amnesia in American
leaders and citizens - a resistance to seriously engaging with
historic experiences when confronting new challenges. Professor
Pruessen joined The Conversation on 16 August 2020.

Disclosure statement: Dr Ronald W Pruessen does not work
for, consult, own shares in or receive funding from any company
or organisation that would benefit from this article, and has
disclosed no relevant affiliations beyond his academic appointment.

Partners: The University of Toronto provides funding as a
founding partner and member of The Conversation CA and CA-
FR.
This article has been republished under Creative Commons licence.
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Development Bank
leading the charge in
fight against
Covid-19 using latest
technology

BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS, January 12, 2021 (DBSKN) —
At a time when the global fight against the coronavirus pandemic
appears not to be abating anytime soon especially with the
emergency of new variants of the virus, the Development Bank
of St. Kitts and Nevis has stepped up its Covid-19 fight using the
latest technology.

“The Development Bank of St. Kitts and Nevis is leading the
charge in the Federation in the combatting of the spread of the
novel coronavirus by using the latest in thermal scanning
technologies and adjustments in their standard of operating
procedures (SOP) and policies,” said Mr. Michael Peets of Digital
Security Services Ltd.

Thermal imagining cameras have been installed by Digital
Security Services Ltd at the Bank’s head office at the corner of
Church and Central Streets in Basseterre, St. Kitts, and at the
branch office on Chapel Street in Charlestown, Nevis. The cameras
allow for clients’ temperature to be taken without any contact as
they are mounted on the wall, eight feet above the ground.

“What we have here is our thermal imaging solution,” explained
Mr Peets after the installation of the thermal camera at the head
office in Basseterre. “What it does is measure the temperature
as you walk through the door and come into the establishment -
this is a contactless solution.”

Security guards and frontline staff members at the head office
and at the branch office have been trained on how to use a tablet
to retrieve the information from the cameras if need be. According
to Mr Peets, that information is important when it comes to contact
tracing should any client show signs of the disease and can also
be shared with the Ministry of Health.

Trained include Manager
Human Resource Unit Ms
Danienne Brin, Manager
Management Information
System Unit Mr Laurinston
Matthew, Management
Systems Technical Officer Mr
Eldean Huggins, Marketing and
Product Development Officer
Ms Chantelle Rochester,
Customer Service
Representatives Ms Vershary
Hanley and Mr Raheem
Rogers, and Security Guard Ms
Terrianne Bahadur of Alpha
and Omega Security Solutions
in St. Kitts.

Exposed to the training in
Nevis include Branch Manager
Ms Hyacinth Pemberton,
Customer Service
Representatives Ms Tywana
Cranston and Mr Chemor
Bartlette, and Security Guard
Mr Lincoln Dyer of Alpha and
Omega Security Solutions.

Human Resource Manager
at the Development Bank of St.
Kitts and Nevis, Ms Danienne
Brin, has said that guidelines on
how the thermal cameras will
be used have been circulated
and all clients are fully aware
that when they enter the
establishment they will have
their temperatures taken using
the new cameras.

“We are now in the second
week since the implementation

and we are very pleased with how the clients are responding to
it,” said Ms Brin. “The guidelines basically outline that once you
enter into the bank as per usual you have to have on your mask.
Our security personnel will sanitise your hands or the dispenser is
also there if you want to do it on your own, and the security person
will then direct you to a marked area where you would stand and
position yourself to look up to our camera, which will take your
picture and temperature.”

If the temperature is normal, the camera will release a recorded
message ‘testing pass’ and the client would be allowed to proceed
on to their appointments or discussions with their respective
officers. However, should the temperature be elevated the
recorded message will be ‘warning high temperature’ and at this
stage the client would be requested to take a seat for about five
minutes to cool off before they are asked to come forward to
have their temperature taken again.

“The temperature is displayed and the client could actually
see it on the screen as opposed to someone else telling them what
their temperature is,” observed Ms Brin. “Once testing is done a
second time, and it is within normal range, then you can move
beyond in the institution freely based on your appointment’s
schedule. If it is elevated still, you will be asked to touch base
with your respective officer whether by telephone or by email
and that officer would determine the best way possible to serve
you given this elevated temperature that you would now have.”

Both Ms Brin and the Manager at the Nevis Branch Office,
Ms Hyacinth Pemberton, note that the they are pleased with the
way the cameras have been operating stating that the only time
red flags would have been raised would have been due to a client’s
elevated temperature as a result of being out in the hot sun for a
lengthy period, as a second reading would be normal.

“As part of the Covid-19 fight at the Nevis branch office we
moved a step ahead when it comes to the implementation of the
Covid-19 protocols,” noted Ms Pemberton. “We relocated to new
offices on Chapel Street in August of last year and when the
building was being refurbished, permanent social distancing
markers were included outside the office leading to the front door.
Clients have to abide with those marking before they come into
the establishment and this has worked out very well.”

Social Distancing Development Bank style, L-R: Ms Keivern
Huggins, Ms Hyacinth Pemberton, Board of Directors member Mr
Stephen Jones, Ms Tywana Cranston, and Ms Danienne Brin.

Ms Terrianne Bahadur of Alpha and Omega Security Solutions at the
Bank’s head office overseeing as a client’s temperature is scanned by
the thermal imagining camera.
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Groundbreaking
Research Could
Provide Key To
Kicking Smoking
Habit For Good
By Erin Flynn, Western Michigan University

Dr Ricky Stull. Photo credit: Western Michigan University.
Quitting smoking tops many New Year’s resolution lists, but a

nicotine addiction is hard to curb.
“People try to go cold turkey all the time. The problem is that

there are withdrawal symptoms,” says Dr Ricky Stull, assistant
professor of chemistry at Western Michigan University, whose
breakthrough research lays the groundwork for a potential solution.
His work advances a strategy of using enzymes to degrade nicotine
in the body, flushing it from the system without any adverse effects.

Stull’s research, published in the journal Nature Chemical
Biology, corrects a fatal flaw in an animal study that generated
global buzz in 2018. The original study found rats addicted to
nicotine - when injected with a lab-engineered form of the enzyme

- HEALTH NEWS -
NicA2, which occurs naturally
in bacteria found in tobacco
fields - kicked their addiction.

“They didn’t have any
evidence of relapse, any
evidence of withdrawal - all
great things,” Stull says. “But
there was a problem with the
NicA2 enzyme in that study.
The enzyme, as they were using
it, degraded nicotine so slowly
they had to use outrageous
amounts in order to see all these
beneficial effects; you could
never translate it to people.”

The NicA2 enzyme requires
an electron acceptor in order to
degrade nicotine. Stull, with the
help of undergraduate lab
assistant Chris Clark and
collaborators at the University
of Michigan, uncovered
researchers had incorrectly
assumed molecular oxygen
was the electron acceptor for
the enzyme.

“My research was showing
oxygen wasn’t the acceptor for
the enzyme. Instead we found
a cytochrome protein, which is
part of the electron transport
chain and is normally used to
produce energy within the cells,
is the natural electron
acceptor,” says Clark, who is
pursuing bachelor’s degrees in
chemical engineering and
biochemistry. “I found if you
use the cytochrome c as the
electron acceptor, you need far
less NicA2 to get the beneficial
loss of nicotine addiction.”

The result could be
monumental for the millions of
tobacco users who know the
habit is bad for their health but
are struggling to quit.

“I think the application
where this would most be
useful would be in an individual
who is attempting to quit
smoking and is at high risk of
relapse,” Stull says, giving an
example of someone trying to
quit smoking who slips during a

social event with friends. Generally, introducing nicotine back into
their body would trigger the addiction in their brain. “If they’re
being treated with this enzyme during a re-exposure event, the
nicotine would not actually reach their brain, which would prevent
them from becoming addicted once again.”

There’s plenty more to learn about why the enzyme is able to
reduce concentration of nicotine in the blood without triggering
withdrawal. The next step in the process will be for scientists to
put Stull and Clark’s research into practice through testing to
determine its viability, but the breakthrough could also have wider
implications.

“This is one of the first - if not the first - cases that we’ve
proven oxygen is not the native electron acceptor for an enzyme
in this family,” Clark says.

Discoveries like this are what got him excited about the field.
Admittedly bored and disinterested in classes in high school and
thus doing poorly academically, Clark didn’t get accepted to
Western on his first try because of a low GPA. After taking some
classes at a community college and buckling down on his studies,
he was admitted on his second try with plans to be a chemical
engineer. His interest evolved as he was exposed to more classes
involving living systems.

“I found the complexity and not being confined to rules that
are often common in life sciences very appealing because it’s
very complicated and always evolving,” says Clark. “Living things
are exciting because sometimes the rules we think we know are
completely wrong.”

By broadening his horizons and diversifying his scientific
research at WMU, Clark is also contributing to the development
of potentially life-saving therapeutics.

“Tobacco use is the leading cause of preventable illness in the
world,” Stull says. “If we could come up with a new treatment
that can help people get over their nicotine addiction or tobacco
use, we could make a pretty big impact on human health.”

More information: Mark Dulchavsky et al. A cytochrome c is
the natural electron acceptor for nicotine oxidoreductase, Nature
Chemical Biology (2021). DOI: 10.1038/s41589-020-00712-3

Journal information: Nature Chemical Biology
Provided by: Western Michigan University

Ineffective ‘Learning
Styles’ Theory Persists
In Education
no evidence that this belief is decreasing.”

Professor Newton suggests history is repeating itself: “If
educators are themselves screened using learning styles
instruments as students then it seems reasonable that they would
then enter teacher-training with a view that the use of learning

styles is a good thing, and so
the cycle of belief would be
self-perpetuating.”

The study concludes that
belief in matching instruction to
learning styles is remains high.

He said: “There is no sign
that this is declining, despite
many years of work, in the
academic literature and popular
press, highlighting this lack of
evidence.

However, he also cautioned
against over-reaction to the
data, much of which was
derived from studies where it
may not be clear that educators
were asked about specific

(cont’d from page 06)

(cont’d on next page)
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learning styles instruments,
rather than individual
preferences for learning or
other interpretations of the
theory.

“To understand this fully,

- HEALTH NEWS -

Ineffective ‘Learning Styles’ Theory Persists In Education
future work should focus on the
objective behaviour of
educators. How many of us
actually match instruction to the
individual learning styles of
students, and what are the
consequences when we do?
Should we instead focus on
promoting effective approaches

rather than debunking myths?”
Story Source: Materials

provided by Swansea
University.

Note: Content may be
edited for style and length.

Journal Reference: Philip
M Newton, Atharva Salvi.

How Common Is Belief in the
Learning Styles Neuromyth,
and Does It Matter? A
Pragmatic Systematic Review.
Frontiers in Education, 2020; 5
DOI: 10.3389/
feduc.2020.602451

Cite This Page: Swansea

University. “Ineffective
‘learning styles’ theory persists
in education.” ScienceDaily
ScienceDaily, 6 January 2021

<www.sciencedaily.com/
r e l e a s e s / 2 0 2 1 / 0 1 /
210106111959.htm>

(cont’d from last page)
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Vol II. Issue No 7:
The Objection Process

As we prepare to release the Annual Register of Voters due
out by 31st January, it is timely to discuss the process of objections
that this list may give rise to.  It is important to do so as, under my
watch, the office was challenged  twice at the High Court - in
December 2017 and in June 2020.  Both times the challenge was
not the rightness or wrongness of the decision, but rather whether
the process was followed.

Objections result in hearings. They are magisterial in nature in
that they are evidence based. Notice I said evidence, i.e. information
provided under oath, and preferably via affidavit. In fact, until
recently, hearings were only conducted at the magistrate’s courts.

An objection to a registration must be made on Form 8/9,
available at the Electoral Office. It would help if the objector
state more than that the voter “never lived” at the address given.
It is preferable to add the address where the person is said to live.
This statement that must be elaborated at the hearing, under oath.
He who objects has 10 days from the posting of the list to do so.

Notwithstanding, whatever cause is presented for the objection,
the person being objected to, the objectee, is notified of the objection
on Form 12.   This form advises the registrant of the time and
place where the hearing is to be held and invites him/her to attend.
The notice ends by giving the Registration Officer the authority to
make a decision one way or the other, even if the objectee does
not attend.

The form does not require the identity of the objector. This
notice, by law, must be sent out, either by registered mail or in
writing of which there is evidence that it has been received by the
objectee. We have started to deliver these specific notices by
Bailiffs, who provide notice of delivery via a sworn affidavit of
service.  Also, by law, these notices must be delivered within 15
days of the receipt of the objection.

These timelines are critically important as they can be a
determining factor in court challenges. This was so the case(s) of
2013.

On Form 13, the objector is also notified of the date and time
of the hearing, and advised that unless the objector appears, the
matter shall be determined in his/her absence.

The law gives the Registration Officer an option of verifying
the information presented. The language is instructive: “the Officer
may, before considering the objection, carry out an investigation
and visit the address in question for the purpose of ascertaining
whether the person resides there.”

Like any other court case, the law places the burden of proof
on the objector; the objectee has no obligation to defend but can
do so if he/she wishes.  Upon hearing the objection and a decision
is reached and communicated, the aggrieved party has the right

From The
Supervisor of

Elections

of appeal to a Judge in
chambers, but must do so within
7 days.

These steps are prescribed
to ensure the hallmark of our
electoral system; that is one
person pne vote in the right
place and fairness to all.

POOR MAN’S
POCKET WINS
BIG

Chill Spot, Tropix Bar and Grill,
Lover’s Bar, Coziers Bar,
Joshua’s Bar and Restaurant
and Pet’s Chill Spot as well as
the contributors:  Dale Isaac,
Spectrum ATV, 869 ATV, The
Rt. Hon Dr. Denzil Douglas,
Carol Evelyn, Carib Brewery,
Brimstone Hill Petroleum,
Freedom FM and Buckie Got
It.

The Montraville Farms St
Thomas-Trinity Tournament
ran from October 4th 2020 to
December 19th 2020 and saw
the following nine clubs
compete: Poor Man’s Pocket
(1st Place), Masters (2nd
Place), Alley Boyz (3rd Place),
Til A Morning (4th Place), West
Farm, Yard Boyz, New
Comers, Knock Dem Out and
Link Up Bar.

The tournament returns
later this year.

BASSETERRE, ST
KITTS, January 14th 2021 - On
Sunday 10th January, Gejoe’s
Chill Spot played host to the
official prize giving ceremony
marking the end of the first
installment of the Federation’s
newest and most exciting
domino tournament.

The brief ceremony saw the
distribution of thousands of
dollars in cash and prizes
including the coveted first place
trophy to Poor Man’s Pocket
Domino Club, which took home
a cheque for $1500.00 as well
as several individual prizes
including the  ‘Highest Scoring
Female Player’.

Samal Duggins, who had the
honour of presenting the prizes
on behalf of title sponsor,

Montraville Farms, recorded his
gratitude to the participants, the
organizing committee and the
domino enthusiasts who
supported the tournament
throughout its three-month run.

Duggins stated, “When we
started this journey three
months ago the idea was to give
back to the community but we
never imagined that the
community would have given us
so much. What we received in
the last three months could
never be explained in words and
could never be quantified in
cash or prizes. We came in as
sponsors and three months later
we are family.”

Duggins also handed out
tokens of appreciation to the
committee members including
committee chairman, Cuthbert
“Cutie” Caines, who ably
hosted the ceremony.

The vote of thanks was
delivered by Colleen Fyfield
who made special mention of
the participating venues: Gejoes
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Protect Your Health
Against Corona:
Log-off Catastrophic
News Networks
(CNNs)
Patrick Martin
12/01/21

Rates of coronavirus infection and deaths are raging in parts
of the world.  Persons who are afraid of missing “Breaking News”
are glued to CNNs - television and internet.

Constant exposure to catastrophic news can be harmful to
health.  Eye strain is caused by overexposure to light energy.
Vivid images of death and destruction stimulate brain â€œfight or
flightâ€€ circuits to release cascades of chemical mediators.
Negative consequences include anxiety, panic attacks, asthma,
high blood pressure, high blood sugar and stomach hyperacidity.

Furthermore, being a “couch potato” leads to expanding, fatty
girth - a diabetes risk.

The captains of CNNs are shark-like in their predation of
unsuspecting humans.  They make huge profits by using key words
and captions known to lockdown a person’s attention.

“Don’t go away, we’ll be right back with the latest on the
virus”.  “Click here for a free gift and the very latest”.  These,
and kindred megabytes of predatory communication so mesmerize
affected viewers and listeners that good news is blocked by
disbelief.

CNNs hardly present good news.  Good news does not sell
advertisements.  What sells is the death count - fast approaching
400,000 in the USA.  What does not sell is good news that the
number recovered in the same USA is over 14 million.

Good news is that cricket is being played in parts of Australia
and New Zealand - no mask, no physical distancing.  Taiwan, a
stone’s throw from Wuhan, has remained lockdown-free.  Island
nations like St. Kitts and Nevis are destinations for COVID
refugees.

There is more good news:  our lands of beauty abound with
nature’s soothing colours and sounds.  When sunlight energy
penetrates the skin, Vitamin D, a powerful immune system booster,
is produced in adequate quantities (no need to buy cod liver oil).

“Food is medicine and medicine is food”.  The Caribbean has
an outstanding array of medicinal plants otherwise known
collectively as bush tea.  The colours found in Caribbean fruits
and vegetables are actually all the vitamins and minerals needed

for a stronger, safer, healthier
present and future.

Corona and other
respiratory viruses thrive in
wintry, congested and polluted
conditions.  Therefore,
pandemic conditions in the UK
and USA will worsen before
there is relief.

Log-off CNNs; enjoy the
blessings of bush tea and earth
food.  Go outside for fresh air
and brisk exercise.

Nevisian scholarship awardee
appreciative of opportunity to
study Graphic Design in
Romania

NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (January 13, 2020) —
Miss Kianna Lawrence of
Nisbett Settlement in
Newcastle, Nevis, says she is
proud to be the first Nevisian
awarded a scholarship to study
in Romania.

The scholarship was

awarded by the Romanian Government to pursue studies in
Graphic Design at the West University of Timisoara. Ms.
Lawrence expressed appreciation for the opportunity to further
her studies.

“I am a proud recipient of the Romanian Scholarship which
affords me the opportunity to pursue a Bachelors’ Degree in
Graphic Design at the West University of Timisoara. I am both
humbled and ecstatic to be one of the first recipients of this
Romanian Scholarship as I have always dreamt of studying in
Europe.

“Europe is known for its architecture and design, hence gaining
knowledge and experience from this region would be a
steppingstone in advancing my career. Research is an open door
to success, however, to be successful you must take advantage
of every opportunity that can help you achieve your goal,” she
said.

The scholarship recipient also urged others to take advantage
of opportunities to advance their career goal.

“Many persons have asked me ‘why are you going so far?’
My simple reply is “the USA is also far. - Never turn down an
opportunity to achieve your goals, regardless of how far you must
go to achieve them. Trust in God and he will direct your path,”
she said.

Ms. Lawrence was awarded the scholarship by the Romanian
state through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Miss Kianna Lawrence of Nisbett Settlement in Newcastle, Nevis
(photo provided)
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A BRIGHT, YOUTHFUL,
PROSPEROUS, CHANGEFUL,

NEW YEAR 2021  -  Part 2
“We all live in the protection of certain cowardices,

which we call our principles:”  -  Mark Twain.
Dear reader, the New Year has started with great

uncertainties and it can be said that I have begun criticizing the
population. I am a very positive thinking person and that is why
my criticizing the population is so fair. I am not without sin, but I
am an honest sinner. I call a spade a spade. This has not
magnetized me to people, but they respect the person who I am.
My criticisms are intended for the population to emerge as unbiased
referees, blowing their whistle thunderously, whenever they
observe an infringement occurring on the political field of play.
By being unbiasedly professional, the respect of every player and
spectator would be gained and the country would be running
professionally, because those who govern us would know that the
heads of the population are not buried in the sand and they cannot
hoodwink us.

This constant awareness would keep those who govern us on
their toes, thereby resulting in good governance and Real
Peopleâ€™s Democracy. In this way, we the population and the
Electorate would be able to place those who are offering their
services to represent us in Government under a microscope. No
longer would we have those who were deemed unfit to hold public
office by a Commission of Inquiry, those who were found guilty
of misappropriation of their client’s funds, those who were caught
on camera selling our lands to a foreigner, those who were riddled
with the Herpes, Stem cell, Chinese fugitive, shoes and expensive
watch scandals, be elected and re-elected to our Parliament.

We would have decent men and women representing us as
under Robert Llewellyn Bradshaw, Caleb Azariah Southwell, Lee
Llewellyn Moore, Denzil Llewellyn Douglas Labour Party. Do
you realize dear reader, the caliber, the quality of men the Labour
Party presented to the Electorate? Has the Labour Part ever
produced representatives who defamed our country by bringing
horrible names to it like Devil’s Island? Has anyone in the Labour
Party ever been riddled with Shoes and Expensive watch Scandals?
So, why then do we continue to elect these men of dubious
characters? Are we made of the same mettle as they are why we
elect them? Is there nothing wrong nor right nowadays and
everything goes once the price is right?

In our last General Elections, money flowed like water. A fellow
from a certain Bank could be seen travelling West to a certain
area every afternoon, dishing out cash and making all kind of

promises to unqualified people,
in order to advance the winning
prospect of a certain candidate.
At he swearing in ceremony of
the newly elected candidates,
the officiating Minister of
religion mentioned about the
bribing which took place during
the just concluded General
Elections and not one other
pastor supported him. We all
live here; we all knew what
went wrong with the State of
Emergency hanging over our
heads, thereby creating an
unfavourable disadvantage for
the Labour Party, yet, some
men and women of the cloth
claimed that the June 05, 2020
General Elections were free
and fair? But how could that be?

No foreign observers which
is the norm, were invited in,
who, despite the COVID-19
Pandemic, could have been
brought in and quarantined and
in place for the Elections.
Instead, locals from the
churches whose consciences
are dead and who are afraid to
call sin by its right name, were
used to oversee the elections.
As is expected, they did not
observe the shenanigans which
took place. The names of the
persons whom the Supervisor
of Elections trained to work in
the Elections, when were
submitted, did not find favour
with some Government
Officials and were instantly
rejected and he lacking in

testicular fortitude, did not object to the rejection of his trained
personnel and it is widely believed that the Supervisor of Elections
is supposed to be an independent, unbiased referee, ready, willing
and able. to defend his integrity by.

In the 15th December 2020 Budget Address, the Government
tried to hide the payment of 31 million Dollars to gang members,
but the skillfulness of Dr. Denzil Douglas, Leader of the Opposition,
forced them to accept the fact that they were indeed paying gang
members to keep the peace; but, before this skillful maneuver,
they were denying the rumours, because such activities cannot
be kept a secret in this small society.

It is then that we heard how many murders took place under
the Labour Administration and comparing the difference between
now and then that they are paying the gangs. But they were
rejoicing when the murders were occurring and I personally believe
that the gangs were being egged on, because it suited their political
agenda then.

C.J.Walwyn, the then Commissioner of Police was trying his
utmost to bring gang members to together and he was achieving
some results, because I attended a few of those meetings where
I witnessed gang members shaking hands; but this was not in the
best interest of the unity mirage, who would have nothing to parade
about, plus those of us who exhibited No Love or Loyalty for
Country. We preferred to see the country self-destruct, because,
in our dead conscience state, we were getting at Dr. Douglas.
We were never consciously aware of, “COUNTRY ABOVE
SELF!”  Smash up the country to get rid of Dr. Douglas and
Labour.

Let me ask this foolish question? If those in PAM and the
unity mirage did not bear any LOVE or LOYALTY for the Country
then, would they have any for it now? Isn’t it evident that they are
all in it to see how much they can get? If you did not display
LOVE and LOYALTY to your Country when it was in crisis,
where would you now find that LOVE, that LOYALTY to express
for it? What about the Land for Debt Swap which was so
atrociously disastrous for the Country and which was to be
repealed upon entering office, has it been repealed as yet? What
about Canada restoring free visa entry for Kittitians into the
Country, has it been restored after almost SIX YEARS IN office?

These were supposed to be priorities. Dr. Douglas was accused
as being the reason why Canada withdrew its visa free entry, but
he is out of office now for nigh SIX YEARS and it has not been
restored, so, what is the set back? Is there any outcry over the
fact that we have been hoodwinked? Our consciences are dead;
we have been bought; there is nothing called right or wrong
anymore; the new order of the day now is, “ANYTHING GOES!”
See what happened to Donald Trump? Nobody criticized him when
he withdrew from the JCPOA, nobody criticized him when he
tightened the economic rope around the neck of Cuba which has
trained the professionals of THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES
FREE OF COST, see what he has done to Capitol Hill? WAKE
UP KITTITIANS - NEVISIAN!

By:
Earle Clarke
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By Vigilante

FAIR SHARE FOR ALL

SCOOPS

* Raggedy Ann done tell Humpty Dumpty
dat if he ain’t renew she contract she gon buss de
drum and talk what she know.
* She say dat she nutten to do wid how old
she be.  She younger dan ole Mother Hubbard
and de man who very petty.  She say all a dem a
dye dey hair so dey carn give her no wud.  So
anytime Humpty Dumpty don’t renew she
contract, it gon be hell to tell de priest.
* She say dat she carn believe dat after all
what she done do for dem is dis kinda knock
bout she getting from dem.  She say she had was
to threaten to expose dem for dem to put back on
she roof.  All now so she woulda still have
tarpoleon over she Ashley furnitures if she never
did leggo she mout.
* De sports man say dat he carn believe what
he come to.  He say dat after he done help dem
abandon de school, he carn believe dat dey
abandon him and mek him had was to go up de
factory go look wuk.
* Humpty Dumpty tek way de young lady
husband but dey say he give her a big promotion.
Dey say dat don’t care whether de man on or off
duty he does have to put on he uniform because
Humpty Dumpty say dat de uniform does excite
him.
* Through Humpty Dumpty carn get enough
a de uniform, de man tief a ton rate a money from
him and up to now Humpty Dumpty ain’t pick he
teeth.
* De massive fella say dat he gon stop call
een like once upon a time because he doing dat
for Humpty Dumpty to study him and nutten he
do wukking.  He say it look like he have to learn
Spanish or come a police for him to get a little
attention.
* De fallen angel tell de massive fella dat he
coulda warn him bout Humpty Dumpty.  He say
dat after every cabinet Humpty Dumpty use to
send him to buy $7 chiney wid sauce because de
cabinet food never did enough for him.  He say
dem time he couldna get he peace for Humpty
Dumpty.
* De fallen angel tell him dat dey use to go
walking every day before de sun rise.  Now de
Spanish, de police and de young man in de East is
de only people who he have time for now.

I get very upset every time that I
have to talk and write about all these
unlicensed firearms that are on the
road.  How can it make sense to boast
that peace is on but young men are
still being shot and killed?  These
firearms are not the ones that cost
$350.00 a year to renew the license.
These firearms are firearms that were
on the road before the peace was on
and firearms that were bought since
the peace is on.

Apart from the thirty useless,
obsolete museum artifacts that were
handed in when the Peace Treaty was
signed, correct me if I’m wrong but I
have not heard of another illegal
firearm being taken off the streets.

We can’t have a Peace Treaty in
place and allow all involved to hold
on to their illegal firearms and then act
surprised when people get gunned
down. That makes a complete
mockery of the Peace Treaty.

That is why for a while now we have
been hearing of shots being fired in
St. Peter’s and somebody’s head
being grazed by a bullet.  One inch
closer and we would have had a dead
man.  Shots were also fired in Lime
Kiln and up Phillip’s and someone got
shot in Nevis while walking his dog
and another was gunned down.

Common sense alone would tell us
that it is not the same person nor the
same illegal firearm that is being used
in all of these different locations.  I
have even heard stories that when, on
the very rare occasion that the police

Join The St. Kitts-Nevis
Trades & Labour Union

 - NOW -

GUNS, PEACE AND
ELECTIONS

find one of the peace keepers with an
illegal weapon, for the person to get
bailed he has to turn in four more
illegal firearms.

Now tell me which one of these
peace keepers is going to turn in all of
his weapons when nobody else is
doing so?  So even when/if he gives
the police five weapons, he does so
because he has at least five more in
his possession.  And that is why it is
not unreasonable to conclude that
many peace keepers are using their
peace money to arm themselves.

Maybe it’s just me but something
seems definitely very wrong with this
picture.  Armed peace keepers can’t
make sense.

And even if the peace keepers were
gambling as the stories suggest, they
are supposed to be keeping the peace.
Surely, no one can be suggesting that
every time there is some hard talk or
difference of opinion shots will bark
and some one of the peace keepers
could very well get gunned down.
That don’t sound like keeping the
peace at all to me.

So what is the solution?  How can
we get the peace keepers to really keep
the peace?  Obviously if they don’t
have guns they can’t shoot one
another.  But it doesn’t seem as if the
trust is there among the peace keepers
for them to turn in every single one of
their guns to the authorities.

Or could it be that the authorities
plan to use them once again as they
were used in 2015?
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